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★ BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY
   – MIDLANDS 2022
★ ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED TO KNOW

mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
 045 433569

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11
 057 8634050

SAND
GRAVEL
DECORATIVE STONE
TOPSOIL
BARK MULCH
COMPOST
and much more.

WWW.KYLECON.IE
Visit Our Website Call us on

085 7020537

Specialist Foot Care Services

Tel:
085 108 8553

Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment

Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

www.originaltherapies.ie

info@originaltherapies.ie

0831506755

OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.)

Seating Assessments

Book your appointment today

Workplace Assessments

Handwriting Assessments

Sensory Interventions

Assistive Technology

School Visits
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Community Notices

Religious Notes
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm (Adoration). 
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.
VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.
LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come  
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.
COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.  
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.
RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, talks, and 
interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual 
nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.
DIVINE MERCY CONFERENCE RDS Dublin 28th February. Day return (from Portlaoise, motorway stop) by bus on Saturday 28th 
February. Exact times and locations closer to the date. Speakers include Fr. Jim Blount, Fr. John Keane, Roisin Doherty and Fr. Leon 
Pereira. Cost €70 to include bus & entry ticket. Contact only please via WhatsApp Karen 087-4160385 or Séamus 087-2752578 for 
enquiries and bookings. €40 deposit to secure place via revolut, paypal or post marked Divine Mercy Conference.
M. NERNEY MEDJUGORJE GROUP PILGRIMAGE 2026. Pilgrimage Date: October 14 - 21 2026. Depart Dublin to Dubrovnik, 
Cost €875 for 7 Days. Discount of €50 if Deposit of €200 paid by Jan 30th. Single Room Supplement €170. Insurance Optional. Spiritual 
Director Fr. Sean Hyland. Contact M Nerney 086 8157305 for Details.
PORTLAOISE PARISH LOURDES COMMITTEE are holding their Church Gate Collection this Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd 
February. We thank you in advance for any contributions you can make to us at this time. 

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON TUESDAY, 17TH FEBRUARY 
Top score: Liam McCarthney. 1st Lady: Margaret Flanagan. 2nd Lady: Teresa Mulhare. 1st Gent: Mary Delaney. 2nd Gent: Tom 
Gowing. 1st Half: Terry Dunne. 2nd Half: Shiela Duff. Raffle: 1st Betty Murphy, 2nd Mary Delaney, 3rd Catherine Fitzpatrick, 4th 
Catherine Galvin. Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always 
welcome, lessons available if required. Contact 086 8812228
AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS For family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. Al-anon meeting every 
Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.
LAOIS COUNTY BRIDGE CLUB, PORTLAOISE  Morning bridge every Wednesday morning at 10.15am in Portlaoise Enterprise 
Centre. Beginners are welcome and lessons given to improve your skills. Contact William on 087-0929898.
CHESS GAMES FOR ADULTS in Portlaoise in Kavanagh’s bar every two weeks. More information about our chess club: https://
www.meetup.com/social-chess-club-in-portlaoise/
ACTIVE RETIREMEMT BOWLS IN ST MARY’S HALL from 2-4 pm new members welcome tuition given. Wednesday 25th 
February afternoon of fun sport from 3pm in Parish Centre - new members welcome. Thursday 26th February in Sue Ryder centre 
Kilminchy cards and chat from 3pm new members welcome tuition given.  For further information contact Maria at 0879187157.
SOCIAL DANCING Come join us for 6 weeks of Social Sequence Dancing at Seanchistin, Ballyfin, R32X5D6 commencing Monday 
Jan.12th at 11a.m. Waltz, quickstep, foxtrot, jive, tango etc. supported by Laois Sports Partnership. Total cost 20 euro. Contact Maureen 
0876482038 or cslattery@laoissports.ie. All are welcome.
SOCIAL AND SEQUENCE DANCING continues each Monday 11a.m. Seanchistin, Ballyfin, R32X5D6. Come and dance waltz, 
quickstep, foxtrot, jive, tango etc. with a difference. Suitable for all ages and abilities. Contact Catriona Slattery at Laois Sports Partnership. 
Timetable at Seanchistin. Monday as above. Tuesday 11a.m. line dancing Wednesday 8pm.  
Set Dancing Thursday 11a.m. music and movement for persons living with Parkinsons Thursday 8p.m. Line Dancing. Further details 
Maureen 0876482038.
BRIDGE LESSONS Contact Catherine 087-4121913.
DAFFODIL DAY is Ireland’s largest flagship fundraising day - requires the support of volunteers across the country to coordinate the sale 
of Daffodil Day merchandise in their local community. If you are available to support us on Friday 20th March 2026 and would like to 
become a Daffodil Day Community Organiser, please contact Monica at volunteer@irishcancer.ie.
LAOIS OPEN DOOR THEATRE Invites you to “Perfect Wedding” by Robin Hawdon, in the Dunamaise Arts Centre on Thursday 26th 
and Friday 27th February, at 8pm nightly. A hilarious comedy. A night of laughter and fun. So save the date.
EPILEPSY - In Ireland today, over 45,000 people live with epilepsy. For further information, please visit www.epilepsy.ie. Purple Day (or 
Epilepsy Awareness Day) will take place on Thursday 26th March.
ESCORTED TOUR TO WESTPORT, KNOCK & CO MAYO 8th March 2026. €699.00 pps. Price includes return transport, 5 nights 
in 4* Castlecourt Hotel, Westport with Dinner, Bed & Breakfast. Lunch on three days. Contact 094 900 6426 or 087 1890 236 or email 
knockpilgrimages@gmail.com.
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PRESENTS

LAOIS OPEN DOOR THEATRE

PERFECT WEDDING

A HILARIOUS COMEDY BY ROBIN HAWDON

DUNAMAISE ARTS CENRE
Thu 26th & Fri 27th Feb 

@ 8pm
Tickets €20/€18
Ph: 057 8663355

boxoffice@dunamaise.ie
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24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
All domestic plumbing 

Oil fired central heating 
Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW 

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME 
Plumber on call for  

Portlaoise & surrounding areas
Fitting water softeners, showers, repairs.

Copper cylinder replacement  
Full Oil-Fired Central Heating  

Installed & Maintained
CONTACT FERGUS 089 4541868

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	 Home improvements and repairs
•	 Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	 Fence maintenance and repair
•	 Painting inside/outside and decorating
•	 Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
•	 Furniture assembly and installation

ENDA NORTON
FORESTRY 

& FIREWOOD 
Firewood Sales & Tree Felling 

CONTACT: 086-0640345

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise
TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbing
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

DJC COMPOSITE DOORS 
Supply and install all new 

composite doors.
Design your own door from home 

using the palladio door builder. 
Doors to suit every home. 

CALL DAVE ON 0868209640  
TO BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

FIREWOOD
FOR SALE 
Trailor load of
Hardwood Ash

Delivered

CALL 085-2437088

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
Free collection of all scrap metal: washing 

machines, cookers, lawnmowers, etc. 
Garden sheds cleared, fences and sewer 
issues resolved. Mini-digger and small 

tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

S&R SERVICE
Cleaning Services for Offices & 

Houses 
Once off or ongoing services  

Spring Cleaning  
Experienced Workers / References 

available
PH. 085-1417805

GARDEN SERVICES
Hedge trimming, tree pruning, garden 

tidy ups, fallen trees cut up, green 
waste removal, spraying etc. tree and 

hedge planting. 

TEXT OR RING
RICHARD 087 9828558

SMALL BUILDING JOBS 
Plastering & Painting  

Gardening & Power Washing 
Also Block Work. 

References on Request & Garda 
Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON 
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

•	 Painting & 
Decorating 

•	 Kitchen Fitting
•	 Furniture 

Assembly
•	 Flooring

•	 Carpentry
•	 Tiling
•	 Bathrooms
•	 General 

Maintenance
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MIX’S
105 MAIN STREET 

LOWER, PORTLAOISE.
Every purchase helps fund classes 

for children with special needs.  

Visit us, shop with joy,  
and be part of the change.

PMC HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

HOGAN’S BAR
COOLRAIN, MOUNTRATH

Open for all occasions 
Weddings / First Communions / 

Confirmations 
Christenings / Funerals 

New menu in March
Taxis available on request.

ENQUIRIES TO 
083-4274148

LAWN CUTTING AVAILABLE
Estate green maintenance 
Private lawn maintenance,

Once off heavy cuts.
Hedges, Power Washing

Best Prices & Annual Packages.
Free Quotes. Good Rates.

FEEL FREE TO CONTACT SHAUN
085-1754009



12



13



14

FROM VISION TO REALITY
PLANNING APPROVED FOR 

DUNAMASE COLLEGE / COLÁISTE DHÚN MÁSC
Planning permission has been granted for 
Dunamase College/Coláiste Dhún Másc 9 
years after the school was first established. 
This  new, purpose-built secondary school 
is designed to accommodate up to 1,000 
students, providing much-needed, modern 
post-primary facilities for the community. 

The approved development will deliver a 
permanent school building that reflects both 
the scale of local demand and the educational 
needs of young people now and into the future, 
including dedicated accommodation for an 
Aonad Lán-Gaeilge as part of the school’s 
bilingual identity.

In acknowledging the significant news, Joe 
Cunningham Chief Executive of LOETB said 
‘Laois and Offaly ETB is delighted to see 
planning permission granted for the new 
Dunamase College building—an essential step 
in supporting the school’s continued growth. 
Dunamase College provides a dynamic 
learning environment where strong academic 
standards are enriched by opportunities in 
music, STEM projects, and a broad array 
of extracurricular activities. The Board 
of Management has been instrumental 
in championing the school’s vision, and 
their support has been vital in reaching 
this milestone. The new building will allow 
Dunamase College to continue delivering 
excellence for generations of students.’

In congratulating the school on this important 

development Linda Tynan, Director of Schools 
with LOETB, said ‘The approval of planning 
permission for the new Dunamase College 
building is a hugely positive development for 
the entire school community. I want to pay 
particular tribute to the senior management 
team and staff, whose work is defined not only 
by high expectations for teaching and learning, 
but also by the deep personal knowledge they 
have of every single student. 

Their commitment to ensuring that each young 
person is known, supported, and encouraged 
is at the heart of the school’s success and will 
continue into the future.

Speaking about the announcement, Principal 
Dympna Kelly  said: ‘This decision marks a 
major step forward, moving the project from 
long-term planning to a tangible and exciting 
reality.

This is a really significant moment for our 
school and for the wider community. This 
school reflects a genuine and pressing need 
for a purpose-built post-primary school in 
the area. I want to sincerely thank everyone 
who has supported the school throughout this 
journey — particularly our parents, students 
and staff — for their patience, trust and 
belief.  Their encouragement and confidence 
in the school helped keep the need for this 
development front and centre over many 
years.
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While the decision is about a building, it’s 
really about the future and about creating 
the space where our students can– Grow, 
Develop, Learn -  Fás, Forbairt,  Foghlaim 
It will also be a welcome space where the 
Aonad Lán Gaeilge can continue to grow and 
thrive.

I would like to thank Laois County Council 
for their work and engagement throughout 
the planning process, along with the 
Department of Education, the LOETB, CEO 
Joe Cunningham, Director of Schools Linda 
Tynan, Director of OSD Pam Nolan and the 
architects MCOH, our local councillors and 
ministers, who played a key role in bringing 
the project to this important milestone.

While a new building is something to 
celebrate, we are very conscious that a 
school is about much more than bricks and 
mortar. Over the past nine years, a strong 
sense of community, care and ambition has 
been built, and this new facility will allow that 
work to continue in a space that truly reflects 
the quality of education being provided.

This is a significant and hopeful moment for 
everyone connected with the school. We now 
look ahead with optimism to the next stage 
of the project and to continuing to build our 
future together.

De réir a chéile 
a thógtar na caisleáin
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Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

Lent 2026 is a sacred season that invites humanity to enter a 
time of prayer, fasting, almsgiving, and deeper conversion. In a 
world that can feel divided and noisy, Pope Leo XIV’s message 
for Lent 2026, themed around “Listening and Fasting,” offers 
a beautiful call to renewal. He encourages us to fast not only 
from food but from harmful words, unkindness, and division—
choosing instead to listen attentively to God, to one another, and 
especially to those who suffer. By disarming our language and 
cultivating respect and hope, we make space for healing, peace, 
and the gentle presence of Christ’s love. We live in an instant 
culture. Perhaps the greatest challenge of our time is to acquire 
the gift of patience. We don’t do waiting very well. Easter eggs 
are readily available, since the end of December. The challenge 
of lent is to be countercultural. Perhaps a Lenten resolution for 
2026, is to grow in the gift of patience. Some gifts are worth 
waiting for. Easter is one of them. 
Lent is a season of reflection that leads us towards the three days 
of the Triduum, culminating with the celebration of Easter.  It 
is a time to ask questions, a pause time on a journey, a time 
when we might re-examine the baggage we carry from month to 
month, maybe a time to lighten the load. A verse of a celebrated 
folk hymn, ‘God’s spirit is in my heart’ has these words, “Don’t 
carry a load in your pack, you don’t need two shirts on your 
back, a workman can earn his own keep, can earn his own 
keep”. That just about sums up the story of our journey. So, the 
signing of the cross on our foreheads, using ash from last year’s 
burnt palms is a reminder of where we have come from and 
where we are headed and the ever-present need to take stock. 
Lent is a time of return, when that which was lost is found again 
and a new beginning sought. The ‘lost sheep’ is a recurring 
symbol of our experience. A few years ago, I came across a 
solitary sheep cropping the roadside verge. It gave rise to these 
few lines. 
“It had strayed beyond the barbed fence, head down, to graze the 
grass verge by the roadside. 
Careless of traffic, a single sheep, carrying a rust-red stain of 
identity, had walked away from the field flock. 
Slowly it cropped the road edge unhurried, waiting to be found”. 
Saint Basil, known as the Great, was a fourth-century bishop of 
the Eastern Church who was known for his care for the poor. 

He was also the writer of a monastic rule of life, which is still 
followed today by monks. He wrote a short piece on fasting, 

which can help us to a wider understanding of what it means: – 
‘Do not limit the benefits of fasting merely to abstinence from 
food, because a true fast means refraining from evil. Loose every 
unjust bond, put away your resentment against your neighbour, 
forgive him his offences. Do not let your fasting lead only to 
wrangling and strife. You do not eat meat, but you devour your 
brother; you abstain from wine, but not from insults. So, all the 
labour of your fast is useless.’ (On Fasting, 1.10) 
Maybe we could extend that idea a bit further. Why not do some 
of these? 
Fast from anger and hatred. Give your family an extra dose of 

love each day. 
Fast from judging others. Before making judgments, recall 

how we wish God to overlook our faults. 

Fast from discouragement. Hold on to Jesus’ promise that he has 
a mission for us in life. (Whatever you give up for Lent, don’t let 
it be hope.) 
Fast from complaining. When you find yourself about to 
complain, stop and recall some of the good things that happened 
to you in your life. 
Fast from resentment and bitterness. Work on forgiving those 
who have hurt you. 
Fast from spending too much money on yourself. Reduce your 
personal spending and spend instead on the poor, e.g. through 
Trócaire. 
In Lent, don’t just give up, take up. Take up prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving. Give up sin and take up repentance. 
Lent is always an invitation to begin again. This is a time 
above all to build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ. 
Lent can be a most profound and liberating personal 
journey. Building a relationship that gifts our personal lives 
to hope and indulge in a most resilient confidence. A confidence 
that reminds us, no matter what happens we are not alone. 
The light of Christ is brighter than any clouds of despair or 
uncertainty. St. Paul reminds us, “With God on our side who 
can be against Us”  
Make the most of this sacred season as an opportunity to grow 
in our humanity. The more we accept our wounded selves the 
more we grow in wholesomeness and peace of mind. When 
this happens our vision and perspective become positive and 
bright.  The following is a lovely daily prayer for lent… 

I Will Turn 
Lord, I will turn,  
Turn my face towards you. 
I will lay before you the desert areas I hide 
And turn to soak in your refreshing words of life. 
I will cast aside the barren, selfish pursuits 
And turn to rest in the tranquil warmth of your love. 
I will draw back from the harsh pull of media 
And turn to bathe in the gentle power of your Spirit. 
Lord, today I turn my face towards you. 
I will turn 
To soak in your words of life, 
To rest in the warmth of your love, 
And to bathe in the power of your Spirit. 

Lent 2026 a t ime to grow and turn to the light 
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Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

May They Rest In PeaceMay They Rest In Peace
Our Sympathies Are With Their FamiliesOur Sympathies Are With Their Families

In Loving Memory of

PETER LALOR
The Green, Kilminchy, Portlaoise.

5th Anniversary occurs  
23rd February 2026.

Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter & 
Paul’s Church Sat. 21st at 6.30pm.

Husband 
My love, losing you was hard,

But living without you every day is the hardest
My heart and soul still seeks for you

But it knows that you are at peace in Heaven
I miss you more than words can say.

Forever loved and missed by your loving wife Jean xxx 

Rest in Peace Peter

Months Mind Remembrance 
In Loving Memory of

FERGUS DEMPSEY 
Glenbarrow, Portlaoise.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
in St. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church 

Saturday 28th February at 6.30pm.

You always had a smile to share
A laugh, a joke, a time to care

A good life came to an end
You died as you lived, everyone’s friend.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his wife Margaret, 
daughters Martina, Lisa and Deborah and family.

Rest in Peace Fergus

Annie (Eithne) 
Boyle (née Devoy) 

Kilmurray, 
Stradbally, Co. Laois

Paddy (Patrick) 
Carroll 
Knapton,
Abbeyleix  

Martin O’Reilly 
Dun Laoghaire 

formerly Dublin Rd 
& Market Square 

Portlaoise 

In Loving Memory of

MARY & DOMINIC DUNNE
Glendowns, Portlaoise.

Mary’s 2nd Anniversary occurs 25th February 2026.
Dominic’s 18th Anniversary occurs 27th February 2026.

 
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & 
Paul’s Parish Church, on Sunday 22nd February  

at 11.15am.

In loving memory of a special Mum
The day you left and gained your wings,

My heart just broke in two,
I wish you could have stayed with me,

But heaven needed you,
You left me with the memories,

And I love you dearly still,
No matter how much time goes by,

You know I always will,
You were a very special person,
With kindness in your heart,
And the love we had together,

Grows stronger now we’re apart,
I know I cannot bring you back,

Although I wish it everyday,
But a piece of me went with you,

The day you went away.

Dad
Life is but a stopping place,

A pause in what’s meant to be,
A resting place along the road,

To sweet eternity.
We all have different journeys,
Different paths along the way.

We are all meant to learn some things,
But never meant to say.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your sons 
Joe & Dominic, daughters Teresa, Anne & Jacinta Bryan, 

sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, grandchildren & 
great-grandchildren.

May They Rest in Peace 
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In Loving Memory of

PADDY CLOONEY 
Shanahoe Rd, Ballytarsna, Abbeyleix. 

3rd Anniversary 
20th February 2026.

Anniversary Mass will take place in Church 
of The Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, at  

5pm Saturday 21st February.

Your memory is a keepsake from which we’ll never part.
God has you in His arms; we have you in our hearts.

Always remembered never forgotten by your daughters  
Anne & Patricia, sons-in-law Eamon & Aidan &   

grandchildren Roisin, Tommy, Sean & Conall.

Rest in Peace Paddy

In Loving Memory of

MARY KATE (KITTY)
McCORMACK

Late of Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.

Who died 20th February, 1984. 

Whose 42nd anniversary  
occurs at this time.

Time may pass and fade away,
But silent thoughts and memories stay.

Loved and always remembered by all your family.

Rest in Peace Mary Kate

In Loving Memory of 

BREDA DUNNE
(NÉE WHELAN)

Capoley, Portlaoise. 
3rd Anniversary occurs 3rd March 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. 
Peter and Paul’s Parish Church Portlaoise,  

Sunday 1st March at 11.15am.

A daily thought, a silent tear, 
Always wishing you were here. 

Life goes on, we know that’s true, 
But never the same since losing you. 

Loving you always, forgetting you never.
Sadly missed and always remembered by her husband Liam, son  

Declan, daughter-in-law Maeve, grandchildren Cillian and Aoife,  
sister Mary, brother John, extended family and friends.

May Breda Rest in Peace

Acknowledgement & Months Mind 
In Loving Memory of

PATRICIA (PAT) 
BANNON

Died January 24th 2026.
Newpark, Portlaoise and formerly of 

Roscrea, Co. Tipperary.
Pat’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter and Paul’s 

Church on Saturday 21st February at 6:30pm.
The family of the late Pat wish to extend their heartfelt thanks  

to everyone who supported, sympathised with, and called during  
our very sudden and sad loss.

We are deeply appreciative of the kindness and support of Pat’s  
many dear relatives, neighbours, friends, and former colleagues  

who travelled long distances to attend at the Funeral Home,  
Pat’s funeral Mass, and burial. 

We want to give a special word of thanks to the many fellow  
archers from IFAF Clubs around the country who travelled  

and  provided a Guard of Honour for Pat at her funeral.  
Thank you to all who called, rang, texted, sent Mass cards,  

flowers, sympathised and shared treasured stories and memories of  
Pat online and in person with us.  

Your kind support shown to us has been of immense comfort  
to us all at this very sad time. 

We would most sincerely like to thank Monsignor Byrne,  
the priests of the parish,  

Declan, Michelle and the staff of the Parish Centre for all their  
help and assistance, Fr. Erick Ebot for the Anointing of the Sick,  

and for praying with us at Mam’s passing,  
Fr. Ciprian Matei for celebrating requiem Mass and his  

heartfelt homily.  
Fr. Celsus Tierney and Fr. Tom Ryan who travelled from Holycross 

Abbey to concelebrate Mass, and to Fr. Petru Medves from Abbeyleix, 
and Sr. Julie and Sr. Sybil for assisting with the Mass. 

To Heather Fogarty and to Pat’s dear friends in the Parish Choir, 
 thank you so much for uplifting the celebration of the Mass  

with your beautiful music and singing. 
Sincere thanks to Undertakers Matthew Keegan and David Goode  

for the professionalism, courtesy, and kindness shown while guiding  
us through Pat’s final journey, and to John Delaney of the Parish 

Pastoral Team for leading the Rosary.
Thank you to Brendan and Adrian Dunne, the gravediggers, and 

Bosco, Sharon and Rosie for the refreshments after the burial. 
A word of thanks to Dr. Lawlor and the staff of the Cedar Clinic,  

and to Deirdre, Jim, and all the staff of Hughes Pharmacy for their  
care and attention over the years. 

Thank you most sincerely to the Nurses, Doctors, and Staff of Accident 
& Emergency and the Intensive Care Unit of Midlands Regional 

Hospital Portlaoise for the exceptional care and attention, you gave 
Pat, and the compassion and kindness shown to us,  

this will never be forgotten. 

It would be impossible to thank everyone individually who helped, 
supported or lent assistance to us at this time. 

Please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our deepest  
and most sincere gratitude to you all.

The Holy Sacrifice of Mass has been offered for all your intentions.

Rest in Peace Pat

In Loving Memory of
Mary Kate (Kitty)
McCormack
Late of Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise
Who died 20th February, 1984 RIP.
42nd anniversary.

Whose anniversary occurs at this time
Time may pass and fade away,

But silent thoughts and memories stay.
Loved and always remembered 

by all your family
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Acknowledgement & Months Mind
In Loving Memory of

FRANCIS (FRANK) 
TYNDALL

Cois na hAbahainn, Portlaoise. 

Frank’s family would like to thank most sincerely all  
those who supported us and sympathised with us  

during our recent very sad loss.

Thanks to all who attended Frank’s wake and  
requiem Mass, to those who expressed condolences,  

sent messages, Mass cards, flowers and kept us in  
their thoughts and prayers.

We would like to thank Fr. Adriano and Fr. Eric  
for celebrating Frank’s funeral Mass.

Our thanks to Elaine & Theresa for the beautiful  
music and singing.

Our thanks to Keegan’s Funeral Directors for their 
professional service and to the grave diggers for  

preparing Frank’s final resting place.

Thank you to our extended family, relatives and friends  
for their ongoing help and support to us.

To the extremely hardworking staff across the board of the 
Midlands Regional Hospitals in Portlaoise and Tullamore.  

We really appreciate the attentive treatment Frank  
received as well as the support shown to us.

To the Palliative Care Nurse Olive, the Muiríosa 
Foundation, the Residence Nursing Home, Home Help 

Team, Public Health Team who cared and supported  
Frank with great care and kindness.

To the doctors and staff at the Cedar Clinic Portlaoise 
and Dr. Marese Murphy in Clann Medical Clinic and to 

Hughes Pharmacy for all their support and kindness. 

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, 
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our 

appreciation and gratitude.

Rest in Peace Frank

In Loving Memory of

ELIZABETH (LIL) 
GALLAGHER

Mosse Lane, Portlaoise. Died 25th February 1999.
27th Anniversary occurs at this time.

O far the touch of a vanished hand, 
And the sound of a voice that is still. 

Also remembering George who died 27th November 2025
Always loved and remembered by Frank and Mary.

Rest in Peace Elizabeth

Birthday Remembrance 
In Loving Memory of

ANTHONY REDDIN  
Whose birthday occurs  

25th February 2026 (68 years).

God, Grant me the serenity  
To accept the things

I cannot change,
Courage to change
The things I can,  

and Wisdom to know the difference.
Love, Son Cole.

Rest in Peace Anthony

In Loving Memory of 

MICHAEL RIGNEY
St. Brigid’s Place.

10th Anniversary occurred 
18th February 2026.

No words can tell, no tears express, 
The love, the loss, the emptiness. 

You are not just a memory or part of the past, 
You are ours to remember, as long as life lasts. 

Sadly missed and always remembered  
by your loving sons, family & friends.

May Mick Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

JOHN KELLEHER
Stradbally Road, Portlaoise.

Whose Anniversary occurs 23rd February.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. 
Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on Monday 

23rd February at 10am. 

Will those who think of John today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Always remembered by his family and friends.
Also remembering John’s wife Theresa at this time.

May John Rest in Peace
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In Loving Memory of 
Our Dear Parents 

TOM & MOIRA 
WALSHE 

Laurel Court, Dublin Road, Portlaoise.
Whose Anniversaries occur at this time.

Tom’s 3rd Anniversary occurs 24th February.
Moira’s 5th Anniversary occurs 28th March.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter & Pauls 
Church this Saturday 21st of February at 6:30pm.

You left us special memories, 
Your love is still our guide,

And though we cannot see you,
You are always by our side. 

Sadly missed and forever loved by your family and friends.

May Tom & Moira 
Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

NANCY (JOHANNA) 
HORAN 

late of 23 Grattan Street, Portlaoise.
Whose 13th anniversary  
occurs on 2nd March.

Anniversary Mass for Nancy & Shiela will be in St. Peter & Paul’s 
Church, Portlaoise on Saturday 28th Feb at 6.30pm Mass.

Mammy 
Of all the special gifts in life 

However great or small,
To have you as our Mother
Was the greatest gift of all.

May the winds of love blow softly
And whisper in your ear 

“We love and miss you Mother
And wish that you were here”

Sadly missed & forever loved. 
Hannah, Andy, Cian, Pat, Fiona, Jason & Rachel.

Also remembering Shiela Horan, late of 9 Grattan Street  
whose anniversary occurs on 9th March.

Rest in Peace Nancy

Acknowledgement & Months Mind
In Loving Memory of

JOHN O’SHEA
Birchgrove, Portlaoise.

The Months Mind Mass for John will be celebrated  
in St. Peter & Paul’s Church on  

Sunday 22nd February 2026 at 12.30pm.

We, the family of the late John O’Shea, wish to express  
our sincere thanks and appreciation to all who sympathised 

with us on our recent bereavement.

We are deeply grateful to our extended family, friends, 
neighbours and colleagues who attended the Rosary and 
Requiem Mass, sent messages of condolence, sympathy 
cards and flowers, and supported us in so many ways 

during this difficult time.

Your kindness and support meant more to us than  
words can express.

We would like to extend our heartfelt thanks to Professor 
Ravi and his team at St. James’s Hospital, Dublin, the 
Palliative Care Team at Midlands Regional Hospital, 

Portlaoise,and the staff at the Maryborough Practice, for 
the exemplary care, compassion and dignity shown to  

John during his brief illness.

Your professionalism and kindness made an immeasurable 
difference, for which we will be forever grateful.

A special word of thanks to Fr. Ciprian Matei for 
celebrating a beautiful and dignified Requiem Mass,  
and to Heather Fogarty for providing a fitting and  

moving musical tribute in John’s memory. 

Our sincere gratitude is also extended to Matthew Keegan 
Funeral Directors for their professional, compassionate  

and dignified handling of the funeral arrangements. 

As it is impossible to thank everyone individually,  
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of  

our deepest gratitude.

Rest in Peace John
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of

ORLA CONROY-
KELLY

25 Bianconi Way, Portlaoise. 
10th Birthday in Heaven occurs 25th 

February 2026.
Are there birthdays in Heaven?
Does the angel blow his horn?

Announcing to everybody,
That this is the day you were born.

Can the stars be your balloons 
And angel food your cake?

Presents wrapped in moon beams,
All the angels helped to make.

Birthdays meant so much to you,
They were always a big deal, 

Birthday presents, lots of friends 
And perhaps a special meal. 

So we’ll whisper a little prayer today,
Asking everyone up above,

To sing you a happy birthday song
And give you all our love.

Happy birthday Doll, loved and missed more everyday. 
Lots of love from your loving family, children Lydian  

& Paddy, and grandchildren.

May Orla Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of 

SEAN & UNA MCEVOY
Clontygar, Acragar, Co. Laois and  
formerly Ridge Road, Portlaoise.

Sean’s 11th Anniversary occurs 20th February 2026.
Una’s 23rd Anniversary occurs 24th February 2026. 

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Parish Church, on Saturday 21st February at 6.30pm.

Softly the leaves of memory fall,
Gently I gather and treasure them all,
Unseen, unheard, you are always near, 

So missed, so loved, so very dear.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by  
all their loving family and friends.

May They Rest in Peace

20th ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of a dear  

Wife & Mother

GERALDINE 
CORRIGAN 

(NÉE FARRELL)
Rockdale, Portlaoise, who died 23rd February 2006.

We hold you close within our hearts 
And there you shall remain,

To walk with us throughout our lives,
Until we meet again.

We miss your smile, your loving ways,
We miss the things you use to say,
And when old times we do recall,
It’s then we miss you most of all. 

Always remembered by Michael, Brian, Michelle & family. 

May Geraldine Rest in Peace 

In Loving Memory of

PAT REGAN
Tea Lane, Portlaoise. 

3rd Anniversary occurs  
28th February 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Parish Church, Saturday 28th February at 6.30pm.

Will those who think of Pat today,
A little prayer to Jesus and Mary say.

 Sadly missed and always remembered by  
his loving family.

Rest in Peace Pat

In Loving Memory of

ALICE MCEVOY  
(NÉE TOBIN)

Dysart, Portlaoise. 
4th Anniversary occurs  
22nd February 2026.

Also remembering Patrick McEvoy, Dysart, Portlaoise  
who died on 22nd July 1987.

Will those who think of them today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by Bernard,  
Robert, Caroline, Kathleen, Margaret, Marie,  

extended family and friends.

Rest in Peace Alice and Patrick
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In Loving Memory of 

PETER LALOR
The Green, Kilminchy, Portlaoise. 

5th Anniversary occurs  
23rd February 2026.

Brother
No farewell words were spoken, no time to say goodbye, 

You were gone before I knew it, and only God knows why. 
My heart still aches in sadness, and secret tears still flow, 

What it meant to lose you, no one will ever know.
 Loved and missed every day, Ger xx

Brother / Uncle
May the winds of Heaven blow softly and whisper in your ear, 
How much we love and miss you, and wish that you were here.

Love and miss you every day P
Marie, Christy, Kyle and Finn xxxx

Brother / Uncle
To hear your voice, to see your smile,

To sit and talk to you a while,
To be together in the same old way,
Would be our greatest wish today. 

Loved and remembered always
Daithí, Mags, Shauna, Oisín and Cillian xxxxx

Rest in Peace Peter
In Loving Memory of  

Our Loving Father 

WILLIAM KERRY
61 Knockmay Estate, Portlaoise. 

27th Anniversary occurs  
19th February 2026.

Your gentle face and patient smile 
With sadness we recall, 

You had a kind word for each
And died beloved by all.

Sadly missed by your loving family.

Rest in Peace William
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First Sunday of Lent 
Genesis 2:7-9, 3:1-7 

Responsorial Psalm 50:3-6, 12-14, 17 
Romans 5:12-19 
Matthew 4:1-11 
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