PORTLAOISE
PARISH

27th July 2025

Seventeenth Week
in Ordinary Time

k Give us this day our daily Bread"’
‘My friend, lend me three loaves
because a friend of mine on his

travel has just arrived at my

house and | have nothing to offer

him.'
(Sunday’s Gospel)

On this special day for Grandparents and the Elderly, we pray that they
may always enjoy dignity, respect and appreciation for the contributions
they have made to family and friends.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 .||, 1/~ (B8 @Portiaciseparis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & leE usoﬂ, com /portlaciseparishlaois
com/ portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




Does Prayer Work?

Have you ever prayed really really hard
for something and not had that prayer
granted? Have you ever |ooked back in
life &t a prayer you once made and
thought thank goodness God didn't grant
it? This week's gospel reading 15 a lesson
in prayer, but more importantly, it's a g8
lesson in having faith that God s a parent
whao will not et us down.

Let’s face It, we pray hardest to God when we want something.
We pray hardest when something seems beyond our human
means and we need some kind of miracle, this often leads us o
make inappropriate prayers. How many of us pray that the love
of aur life will notice us In the launderette? How many of us pray
to win the lottery and make secret deals with God that we will
donate half the winning to charity In return? How many of us
pray to God for our fookball team to score a winning goal in the
closimg minutes of 2 makch? Worse... we lose falth when such
prayers aren't answered! We find it difficult to belleve that
unanswerad prayers might mean that God knows better, or has
a different purpose for us.

Perhaps Jesus' disciples shared some of our frustration when
they say, "Lord teach us to pray.” In response Jesus gives us a
model by which to pray. It's important to recognise it as a
model and not a prayer as such. Reciting a prayer is not the
same as praying. The model prayer Jesus gives us, "The Lord’s
praver’, invites us to pray to God as our Father, acknowledging
his holiness and praying with the shared commitment to have
his will done on earth. We are invited to pray for our “daily
bread’, in other words, for the things we genulnely need. Pray
for forgivemess, amd promise bto forgive others. Pray with
persistence. Payer is about building a relationship with God,
speaking to him often throughout the day, Lastly, and mast
importantly we should approach Goed with the falth we approach
a loving parent. "What father,” reasons Jesus, “would hand his
son a snake when he asks for a fish?™ or hand him a scorplon
when he asks for an egg?” Even parents with wvery average
parenting skills know hew to give children what they need. “How
miuch more,” says Jesus, “will the Father Im heaven give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him?"

Prayer of St Ignatius of Loyola » Feast 31 July
Teach us, good Lord, to serve you as you deserve;
to give, and not to count the cost, to fight, and not
to heed the wounds, to toil, and not to seek for rest,
to labour, and not to ask for reward, except that of
knowing that we are doing your will.
Amen.

Mass times for the coming week
5T, PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday—Thursday: 7 20am & 10am
Friday (First Friday]: 7.30am, 10am and 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Wigdl 6.30pm {Saturday)

B.30am, 10arm, 11.15am & 12.20pm
Church of the Assumption, The Heath
Sunday: 9. 30am
Church of the Haly Cross, Ratheniska
Sunday: 10zam
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6. 30pm Mass.

The priest of the parish will attend their
communion calls during the week.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Chimabi Anthany Lipwy, Montague Heestel
Evie May McComnack, Bullerup Avenug

Frames Chasho, Ashewood Walk
Who were baptised last weekend.

Prayer for the family
Martha, Mary and Lazarus
Feast 29 July
Lord, You befriended this ordinary family

of Martha, Mary and Lazarus.
You visited their horme,
received their hospitality,
gently corrected them
when needed and eventually
raised them to the new life of etermal glory.
May I also welcome You into the home
of my soul, within my family
and into every aspect of my life.
Please come to me and raise me
to the newness of the life of grace.
Jesus, I trust in You.
Carholic-daily-reflections com

Bitesize
A strict belief, fate is the worst kind of
slavery; on the other hand there is comfort in
the thought that God will be moved by our
prayers.

Mulhall’s Fresh
Turkey Breast

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Malhall's Supervala. Phone 057 86 21044

MULHALL MEATS

«  Prg=gmpghryment TeEreh

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.L.S.H.A.A,
[P grover® eparrtence with Prsale &

Pribific Simsdor]
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In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

{(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)
By Appointment Only
Tel: 0BT B&92289 Mobile: 0BS5S BESBE0OR

E-mail: pkaudiology®&gmail.com

Website: www Kilmartinaudiclogy e

Est. 1931

Weekly
Special
Now Only

€12.99/kg

i
Full Range Of Fresh =~ F | S H o« Available pri=n

Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park,

Portlacise
JOHN SUGRUE ss: wise

NICOLA CALDBECK | ”
CONOR BOLTON as: s sscs

087 666 4808
www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

i asses - Limited Avallabiimy!
There's still some availability in owr cureent Mock of
Pilates cdasses (beginner and intermediate levels) before e
rakee a break for August.

Te book o spot, pleage call or email the clinic,

WA i a_-:. :-| SOEs SCheou 1

Monday: Quteo Class arith John (Pie
Tuesday: Senfor Exercise Class with Conor (Clin

Wednesday: Online Pilates {72 %in
Cigree Clazs (Clp 3
Thursday: Oster Class (Clo



Runai Lanaimseartha ag Teastail /
Full-Time Secretary Required in
Gaelscoil Phortlaoise

Té an ceapachén seo ag brath ar ghrinnscridu Reatha & ni mor don iarrthdir rathiil
traendil TUSLA agus Cimhdach Linbh a bhaint amach.

Caithfidh an iarrthéir a bheith cumasach i nGaeilge agus i mBéarla. Taithi oifige/
taithi le hobair rinaiochta/ riarachdin riachtanach, maraon le scileanna idirphearsa
iontacha. Ni mér ach go mbeadh iarrthdiri cumasach i gcdntasai, i bparolla agus
scileanna TE a bheith ar a dtoil acu- Word, Excel, Database, Digital Media srl. Beidh
dualgaisi breise san direamh i dtacaiocht leis an bpriomhoide, an leasphriomhoide
agus an fhoireann. An bhuncdiliocht até ag teastail nd Ardteist nd cdiliocht eile den
leibhéal céanna.

Ba cheart go mbeadh beirt réiteoir luaite (Uimhreacha teagmhala san direamh).

Cuir d'iarratas (Litir larratais & CV as Gaeilge) go cathaoirleach@gaelscoilphortlaoise.
net roimh an 314 il 2025 (12.00i.n.).

The appointment is subject to Garda Vetting and the successful candidate will be
required to undertake TUSLA and Child Protection Training. This position is subject
to a 6 month probationary period.

(andidate must be proficient in both Irish and English. Experience in office/
secretarial work/administration or related environment is essential as are
excellent interpersonal skills. Applicant must be proficient in accounts and pay-roll
administration and have excellent computer skills-Word, Excel, Database, Digital
Media etc. The post will include additional secretarial duties in support of the
Principal, Deputy Principal and staff.

Minimum qualification: Leaving Cert or equivalent.

Applications must include at least two referees (Include contact details). Please send
a letter of application & CV (through Irish) to cathaoirleach@gaelscoilphortlaoise.net
no later than July 31st 2025 (12.00 pm).

SAND AND GRAVEL
TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH

KYLE 08s
"Ritive. 7020537 4

C.CT.Y. PIF‘F. & DRAIN INSPFECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DREAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-86817200 MORBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DREAINST

. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
@V GET YOURSELF NOTICED

MERCHANDISE &

| ' Lok PROMOTIONAL
| ITEMS

-’. £

A

' | ORPORNES (S WIDEFORMAT
| _’ RETAILPRINT PRINTING

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

[ Business
Irish Enterprise
Asrards 2022
BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY

— MIDLANDS 2022
ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

BOOK A= VAL
PUBLICATIONS | Y MARKETING

\"l.

b VEHICLE . PROCUREMENT
& GRAPHICS PICK & PACK

Certified
1SO 9001:2015
Quality Management

Management

mochuaprint.ie
e ) QOOOOIO®

Greenfeet@

LAWNCA
R

New Lawn Constructions
Sod/Seed options

Robotic Mowing Selutions
Salessinstallation/Service

Green Space Professionals
and Sports Surfaces

For a limited time only, we are offering unigue Bandie Deals on all

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL RANGE Kress Hedge Trimmers, Chainsaows, Leaf Blowers and Push Mowers.

Kross:

— www.greenfeet.ie

Ready To Better?

Virtualy Invisible.
Smalliandipracticallylinvisible?
Rechargeable.
Nolmoreineediforfsmallibatteries:
Ai Technology.
Idealiforihearninglin

FREE 15% |

HEARING DISCOUNT ON
TESTS HEARING AIDS

Visit our online shop or WWW. greenfeetshop.com

REMOVAL VIA MICRO
SUCTIONING

Appointments available within 48 hours

057 863 8181

Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois

HEARMED

ACOUSTIC HEALTHCARE
aas ..{.-.._;_.--\....-\..l' =}



Y NOLAN

Nolan
LOCKSMITHS

== LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING

¢ School Cleaning,
General House Cleaning,
Deep Cleaning,

End of Tenancy Cleaning, A
Offices, schools, shops, salons & more
CONTACT US FOR ALL
YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

e Flooring, tiling, carpets

* Fence maintenance and repair

* Painting inside/outside and decorating

* Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
® Furniture assembly and installation

PROFESSIONAL =%
PAINTER & ’
DECORATOR

e 20+ Years’ Experience
e Interior & Exterior | Residential & Commercial
* Hand-Painted Kitchens & Bespoke Furniture

CONTACT GARY KELLY
086 071 7172

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally

Tarmacadam

Kerbing

Drainage

Free Quotations | VAT Registered
Tel: 083 021 1577

Email: patlalor37@gmail.com

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All Domestic Plumbing
Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
Water Softener Installation
Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 114 1395

DS PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE & f§™
GROUNDWORKS =5

Patios, driveways, stump removal,

lawns, kerbing, hedging, fencing,
drainage.

Call now for a competitive quote!

085 775 9975
DSGROUNDWORKS22@GMAIL.COM

LAOIS TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

CHILDMINDER
REQUIRED

An experienced childminder needed in

Portlaoise town, 3 days per week to care
for a 4, 6 and 8 year old. School and some

after school activity drop offs required.

IF INTERESTED CALL
085 7191644

S&R SERVICES PAINTING,
e by o my | DECORATION
¢ Kitchen Fitting ¢ Bathrooms No JOb too blg or small. & TILING
¢ Furniture ¢ General . . .

;sse:nbly I(\E/Iaintenance CONTACT DAN Professional and high-quality work.

" Flooring 089 216 2322 SelJrsy
CONTACT 087 489 6429 085 705 9678
CLEANER AVAILABLE | TIME TO DECLUTTER? HANDYMAN

For light housekeeping
in the Portlaoise Area.

Honest, reliable and hardworking

CALL 089-4126959

Free collection of all scrap metal:

washing machines, cookers, lawnmowers,
etc. Garden sheds cleared, fences and
sewer issues resolved. Mini-digger and
small tipper truck available for hire.

Contact Richard
085 252 9893

SOCIAL DANCING
Every Sunday Night at

The Rock Inn, R32 EY73
Where Only the Best Bands Play
Sunday 27th July feat. Seanie

Admission: €10 | Time: 9:00pm - 11:30pm
FOR MORE INFO, CONTACT JOE:

087 231 5526

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing & Oil-Fired
Central Heating

Plumber on call for Portlaoise &
surrounding areas

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

SERVICES

Reliable, affordable help with:
Gutter Cleaning

Power Washing

Grass Cutting

Window Cleaning

Interior & Exterior Painting

No job too big or small!

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
AT GREAT RATES.

CONTACT MICK
085 215 1277

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

* Hinges & Handles

* Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

* Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FOR SALE
30 Assorted
Beano / Dandy Comics
Late 1990s / Early 2000s

€30.00

Also, 30 individual pieces

PAINTING
& DECORATING

* Interior & Exterior
® Power Washing
* 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

of China Plates, Pin Dishes,
Cups. Coalport, Duchess
and Queens Brand.

€35.00

086 3511472
PORTLAOISE AREA

RAMPS & RAILS

FOR THE HOME

We install concrete ramps to allow
freedom of movement and steel handrails

Contact David; f

087-2675106

GARDENING

Elite Landscaping &
Garden Maintenance

« GEMERAL GARDEM MAINTEMANLCE

+ GRASS & HEDGE CUTTING AS
&WHEN REQUIRED

# HEDGE, SHRAUDE & TREE PRUMING

< DECRING, FERGOLAS E FENCING

« FEMCE TREATHENT & CUTDCOR
FAINTING

« WWATER FEATURES & KCH FOMNDE

# OLD PATIOR & PATHS LIFTED & RE-LAID

FREE QLMOTES from & friendly and relrabls
[Fors| E o completon

* all - 085 7883168

KITCHEN VACANCY

Sue Ryder Kilminchy are
currently recruiting a skilled
kitchen cook to join our
existing team. 5 days a week.

ide safe access for everyo
PHOMESRARREEM™ | CONTACT DAVID
S 057 8668854

FOR SALE

Double Headboard
Dark Beige - in Perfect
Condition

€80
CALL 086 3193936

The Walsh Family from Liverpool
who recently visited onr Parish_

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaocise

@& 087-9080211

-
g gmﬁua CLEAMN

Carpets
Couches
Mattresses
Professionally Steam Cleaned

Contact Darren
085 836 0077

Ihtpih.g Local Brandy
MNake a Bilj |mpnt|' -
Advertise with Link Up

today! Contact :
(57 8692154

FOR SALE

- 1 Set of Front Gates 5ft x 3ft
- 1 Side Gate 4ft x 3ft
- Golf Pull Trolley
- Man’s Bicycle

CALL 087-9519807




PAryTH

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL?

* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669
AEE———

CARPETS |

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est., Timahoe Rd., Portlacise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

; DHRICGINAL
O THERAPIES We are local and here for you

Private Occupational Therapy

Housing Assessments

= Housing Adaptation Grant
assessments and reports.

= Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,
ramps, extensions, etc.

Paediatric Assessments
» Decupational Therapy
assessments to help your
child grow.
» Supporting children's
development at home. in
school, and during play.

Contact Us Teday for an Apgointment: [E):5= ]
= infoporiginaltherapiesie (L) 083 150 6755 %

=
wha Original Lo n oo

TremmALL

Agri & Industrial Hydraulic Supplies
Dils = Hose « Chain « Bearings « U-Belts

Hydraulic Heae Replacemant J Enging & Hydoose od
B3P { Metnc: [ JIC | ORFS /| Grease & Luba
Bells, Beanngs & Chains AdiBhes, Fiter & Bathenes

Uit 25, Bay Road Business Park Moummedlick Co. Lagds - RI2EDDE
Email: WPd s TonmemALLcom

O 083 183 4952

Class of 2025

An exhibition of

Mountmellick Embroidery
by the class of 25 will be held on
August 20™ in the
Parish Centre, Portlaocise.
Created about 1825 to provide an income for
distressed ladies this white on white wark is the anly
embroidery that can be said to be truly Irish.
It gets its name from the nearby town where it
originated.

Meeting held each Monday Night in Parish Centre,
this group of extremely talented ladies toil away
stitching and ripping to create these

exceptional pieces.
There will be a display of Quilts,
Tablecloths, Table Runners, P-
Ring cushions & Framed Pieces.
Ladies will be on hand to
demonstrate a stitch or two.

Taking place in National
el | Heritage week the exhibition is
e i open to everyone all are

welcome to come along
between 10am-6pm on Wednesday August 20™
We wish to acknowledge the great help of staff of
Parish Centre for facilitating this exhibition and
our Heritage Officers Oisin & Thomas with
Laois County Council
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AL-ANON FAMILY GROUPS - for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism. :
Al-anon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further information contact 086-8706017.

CHURCH GATE COLLECTION - PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA: A Church Gate Collection will be
held in aid of the parish pilgrimage to Fatima on the weekend of 9th and 10th August. We kindly ask for your
generous support. Thank you.

WHIST DRIVE RESULTS PARISH CENTRE - JULY 22"° WINNERS:

Top score: Theresa Mulhare

= Ay

Ist Lady: Kit Farrell 2nd Lady: Paula McEvoy *
1st Gent: Tied; Tom Gowing & Frank Keenan L'
1st Half: Catherine Galvin 2nd Half: Frances Benn b

g

Raffle: 1st Sheila Duff, 2nd Betty Murphy, 3rd Frank Keenan, 4th Sadie Chester 5th Mary Dunne. 6th Patty
Murphy. Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre,
new members always welcome, lessons available if required.

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 29th July 2025 St. Fiaccs Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 50 numbers €2650.
Double number €670. Lotto €1550

CARING IN OFFALY CE SCHEME: HOME RESPITE CARE WORKER, VACANCY NO. 2402465,

Portlaoise area, 19.5 hours per week. Please contact Alison Hackett for more information on 086-0213711 or

email ahackett@familycarers.ie. I. ..
RELIGIOUS NOTES 3

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday),

e e
L gy e

o Iy T

Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
1' ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.
_,_,: VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations
E:-; Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish Church.
'ﬁtﬁ: LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come
?"‘i‘: together in prayer and service to Our Lady.
§‘-’ﬁ COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via
ﬁ":, : WhatsApp. For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome
'ﬁﬁ’"’q@ RADIO MARIA IRELAND is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer,
~ catechesis, music, talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at
'% radiomaria.ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.
, ;f,.: RECOLLECTION WEEKEND: 22ND - 24TH AUGUST 2025 in Cluain Chiarain Prayer Centre,

Clonmacnois. A retreat for adult Catholics seeking to deepen their spiritual life and grow in holiness. A time for
silence, reflection and fellowship with talks from various guest speakers. €180 - all meals and accommodation
provided with custom welcome pack. For more details and booking visit www.thecollect.ie

MARY'’S MEALS WALK.....THE ANNUAL STEP BY STEP TO FEED THE NEXT CHILD

Mary’s Meals Walk from Kilkenny to Knock Shrine will arrive in Portlaoise on Friday 8th August and leave

from Market Sq. on Saturday 9th to walk to Killeigh. Walkers will travel from 7 different locations across .
Ireland from the 7th August, all meeting in Knock on Friday 15th August. Mary’s Meals is a simple solution to 4y

05
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;E!F']. world hunger, feeding hungry children in their place of education in 16 of the world’s poorest countries. €22 B
rf'g will feed a child for an entire school year. ol
Fﬂ.‘- Please go to marysmeals.ie to learn more and ’- e
L‘JE:'E ls_)l}pport thlils :ilmazing clharity. ?hny ;i{onation, l Sunday 17 August ; :
B ig or small, is very welcome. Thank you. Bus leaving Lyster Square Carpark, M
o Portlacise at 9am. For more info. contact |
pr Maura O'Brien 087-1210263 o
,é; Helena Corbett 087-9611331 y

- T L i i e
i § ¥

N B w1 E oy o P, P T
e s T s v e R i 4 =i 5 T - : y oo Tt N
. Eﬂ;‘v.um.ft_'ﬁh:' S il ot h‘{.-.' B L e R e e R T T e o R o o N T il Gl

S
*



1. Holy, sacred, worthy of praise

TEACH US TO PRAY

I'm sure you've heard of a "Knock, Knock”™ joke. I have some to tell you today. Are
you ready?

Encck, knock. Knock, Knock.
Hﬂﬂﬁ'f.- knock. {Whao's there?) [(Who's thera?)
(Who's there?) Tank, Orange.
Canpe. (Tank who?) (Orange Who?)
Canoe whoT) You're weloome! Orange you glad this is my last

noe come out and play? knock, knock joke?

The Gospel tells us about a time Jesus was talking about kmock, knock, knocking.

Dne day, Jesus was teaching His friends, the disciples, how to pray. He said, "Let's

say you went to a friend's house late at night..." "You said to your friend, I need to borrow some bread.

I have a friend visiting and I have nathing toe feed him." ®

"What if the friend answers, 'I cant help yvou rght now. It's late and we're already in bed.' But what if

you keep knocking on the door? Jesus said, "If you knock so long that you wake everyone in the

neighbourhood, your friend will get up and give you some bread.”

Jesus used this story to tell His friends and us to knock on God's door by asking for what you need. He

says, "Everyone who asks will get what he asks for. Everyone who looks will find what he is looking for,

Everyone who knocks will have the door opened to him,"

Jesus sajd prayer is a way to ask, seek, and knock. Jesus even taught His disciples a way to pray, We
call this prayer the Lord's prayer. Why dont you say this prayver now.

# "Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy

will b& done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us day our daily bread. And forgive

" us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not

"Chur Father .." into temptation; but deliver us from ewvil.”

=

That Is a beautiful prayer, isn't it? It isn't a very long prayer, but there are three things in this short
prayer that every prayer should include. First of all, it praises God, our heavenly Father. Second, it asks
God to provide for what we need for each day. Finally, it asks for God's forgiveness for the times that we
fall short of what he expects of us.

After 2000 years,
Drear lesus,

we gﬁﬂ‘Pr#}! ﬂig Help us to remember that it is
maost important to talk to you.

Don't let us get so busy to
wa_}! 't'&ﬂt '? esus forget to pray before we sleep

and when we wake in the

tdﬂgﬁt LS. morning.

Amen.

Teach us to Pray

Jesus said to them, when you pray, say, "Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy
name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us day our
daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses; as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil." Based on Luke 11:2-4

Choose the word that best matches the definition

A. hallowed B. forgive C. teach D. ewvil

2. To remove the blame for doing wrong
A. pray B. sin C. forgive D. teach

3. A country whose ruler is a king or queen
A. earth B. evil C. heaven D. kingdom

4, The planet where we live
A. Saturn B. Mars C. Earth D. Venus

5. Something bad; wicked

A. pray B. evil C. heaven D. hallowed
6. A baked food made from flour
A. fruit B. VegetablesC. bread D. Salad
7. To speak to God with praise, confession, asking, thanksgiving
A. Pray B. forgive C. kingdom D. temptation
B. To instruct someone on how to do something
A. pray B. forgive C. evil D. teach
9. The place where God is
A. evil B. heaven C. sin D. teach
10. To break God's laws
A. sin B. pray C. teach D. forgive
P RAY Y BSULEFXEUBUPH
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FIND TEMPATION OPEN EMDEDMFTWTVFSNUD
FRIEND SEEK PRAY M ECMNHRDOHMNLTF FEBUDW
FATHER NAME KNOCK PPKKRNEGRESMY YU
RECEIVE MIDNIGHT DAILY AVNIIQICCGRTCHDY
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h’d-fl"i:w and Seasons come and go, so far 2025 seems to have moved very

quickly, it’s hard to believe, this week we begin the month of August.
Traditionally August is associated with harvest and Thanksgiving.
The ancient Celtic festival of lunasa was a celebration for all what had
been gathered. People were grateful, to their creator God, who had
provided enough sustenance for them to face the more vulnerable
months of the year with confidence. I pray as this harvest season
begins for a prolonged period of fine weather.

Lunasa (or Lughnasadh), the traditional Celtic festival marking the
start of the harvest season around August 1, has deep roots in Ireland’s
agricultural and spiritual history. Named after the Celtic god Lugh, it
historically involved feasting, athletic contests, and rituals celebrating
the first fruits of the harvest, such as grain and bilberries. Over time,
as Christianity spread across Ireland, many of Linasa’s customs were
adapted into Christian practices, creating a rich blend of cultural and
religious traditions that invite reflection from a Christian perspective.
The Christianization of Linasa is evident in festivals like Lammas
(“loaf mass”), where the first sheaf of grain was baked into bread and
blessed in church, symbolizing gratitude to God for His provision.
This practice resonates with biblical themes of offering first fruits
to God (e.g., Leviticus 23:10-14, Deuteronomy 26:1-11), where the
Israelites were commanded to present the first produce of the land
as an act of thanksgiving and trust in God’s sustenance. In Ireland,
Lunasa traditions like climbing Croagh Patrick on Reek Sunday (the
last Sunday in July) became Christian pilgrimages, blending the Celtic
hilltop gatherings with devotion to St. Patrick, who is said to have
fasted there for 40 days.

From a Christian viewpoint, Linasa’s focus on harvest aligns with the
biblical call to give thanks for God’s provision. The festival’s communal
gatherings feasting, sharing food, and celebrating together—echo
the early Christian practice of breaking bread in fellowship. Harvest
Thanksgiving masses and services, continue to be celebrated in many
parishes, often feature decorated churches with fruits, vegetables, and
wheat sheaves, reflecting gratitude for God’s creation and provision.
These services emphasize not only physical harvest but also spiritual
fruitfulness, encouraging believers to share their blessings with others,
as seen in Isaiah 58:7-8, which calls for sharing bread with the hungry.

Imagine that you had to employ a gardener. You ask around among
your friends and neighbours, and eventually you hear of two gardeners
who are available. From people who have employed them, you are able
to draw up the following profiles of the two.

The first gardener plants a variety of vegetables and flowers.
Periodically he comes along and inspects them. Whenever he sees a
plant or a flower that is not doing well, he pulls it up and throws it
on the compost heap or into the bin. He has planted plenty of seeds
and plants, so this practice does not greatly affect the yield or the
appearance of the garden. Small, stunted and yellow cabbage plants,
wallflowers that slugs have had a feed on, frost-bitten blossoms, all
of these go out. There are a lot of advantages in this approach. The
appearance of the garden is always pretty and healthy. And diseased
plants do not get a chance to infect other plants.

The second gardener also plants a variety of vegetables and flowers
and periodically inspects them. But his approach is different. He is on
the lookout for plants that are not doing well to see what he can do to
make them healthier. If a cabbage is looking yellow, he gives it more
feed. If a flower is attacked by slugs he puts down extra slug-killer. If
some of the blossoms are frost-bitten, he puts a glass cloche over them
to protect them and give them a chance to recover. He hates to see any
plant or flower dying. His gardens are not as pretty as those looked
after by the first gardener, as some of the plants are clearly ailing.

If you wanted to employ a gardener, you would almost certainly

choose the first. The first strikes us as an efficient, practical, no-
nonsense gardener. The second gardener seems soft-hearted, and is
plant-centered rather than garden- centered. Except in the case of very
rare plants, few of us would want to pay good money so that sickly
specimens would be nursed, and perhaps the overall condition of the
garden neglected.

One of the great benefits, of cultivating a personal relationship
with Jesus Christ is his unending life giving, grace- filled presence.
In a world and culture, where so much emphasis is on perfection,
achievement, excellence, it’s a great blessing that in faith, our God,
loves us as we are. All our gardens like our lives, have both flowers
and weeds.

Saint Paul, once acknowledged, “When I am weak then I am strong”
As we give thanks for the gift of harvest, let us be fuelled with a spirit
of gratitude. May this new month of September be a blessed one for us
all. Be mindful that each one of us produces rich fruits, often as a result
of patience, endurance, resilience and courage. May we celebrate that
the rich diversity, that is the garden of life, there is room for everyone,
as the melody sings...All God’s creatures have a place in the choir.

Perhaps this harvest time is an opportunity for us all, to acknowledge
the fruits that we all have in the depth of our being. Fruits that take
a lot of time to grow and mature into the beautiful personality and
unique qualities that are particular to all our stories. The gift of
Grandparents who embody the story of every harvest. Parents who
respond so generously to the needs of their children. Parenting I’m sure
in many ways could be likened to tending the needs of the vineyard,
it is constant, demanding, most challenging and in many ways totally
dependent on the unconditional generosity and reservoir of love, that
provides for the needs of family life. I am often truly inspired by the
time and indeed sacrifices that so many wonderful parents, so often
make for their children, in order to allow them to grow and realize the
best possible harvest for their family. No fruit or talent can realize its
potential without effort and work. May the Lord bless all our lives with
health of body and peace of mind. The following prayer to St. Francis
of Assisi is most appropriate for this time.

For & harveid shaved ég all

St Francis of Assisi, your whole life sang in harmony

with God, nature and others.

With you, we praise God for Brother Sun,
full of beauty and splendour, warming the earth,

summoning shoots from darkness into daylight.

We praise God for Sister Water,
so useful and humble, precious and pure,

greening arid ground, growing life in desert places.

Pray for us Francis, that, like you,
we may care for all that exists,
until Brother Sun and Sister Water
produce a harvest shared by all,

in love and solidarity, justice and peace.

Amen.

Portlaocise Parish
Lourdes Pilgrimage July 2025
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( OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED 3
FOR THOSE WHO RECENTLY DIED

Evangelin
Durojaiye

Who died this week in the

Phillipines, and was a teacher
in Portlaoise College

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE, OUR SYMPATHIES
ARE WITH THEIR FAMILIES

- £

In Loving Memory Of

PHIL COUGHLAN

“Curragha”, Mountrath Road, Portlaoise.

1st Anniversary occurs on 30th July 2025

1st Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
on Saturday, 26th July at 6.30pm.

In Gods care you rest above,
In our hearts you rest in love.
Never more than a thought away,

Loved and remembered everyday.

Always loved and remembered by
Stephanie, Pauline, Bernadette, David,
and all their families.

Rest in Reace Thil

In Loving Memory of =

ROBERT BOWE

Tronmills, Ballinakill
1st Anniversary occurs
8th August 2025

Robert’s 1st Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Ballinakill Cemetery on
Sunday 3rd August at 7.30pm.

Remembering you is easy, Rob. We do it every day.
But missing you is heartache that never goes away.
We think of you with every step, in everything we do,
And feel your love around us as we try to carry through.
We speak your name with pride, your story shining through.

In our hearts you live forever because we taught the world of you.
Forever loved, forever missed by your wife Jean, daughters
Kayleigh & Rhona, mother Marie and extended family.

The tears in our eyes we can wipe away, the ache in our hearts will
always stay. Ienderly we treasure the past with memories that will
always last. Robert was the perfect husband, perfect father, perfect

son and perfect brother.
Sadly missed and never forgotten by Suzanne, Kevin,
Sandra, Paul, Kenneth and their families.

A Mass will also be held for Robert in St. Peter & Paul’s
church, Portlaoise on Friday 8th August at 10am.

Rest in Reace (Robert

In Loving Memory of

DEAN BERGIN
14 St. John's Square, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs 1st August 2025
Dean’s Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church, on Saturday 2nd August at
10am.

1o a Son, Brother, Uncle

A heart of gold stopped beating, two shining eyes at rest,

God broke our hearts to prove to us, He only takes the best.
To some you are forgotten, to others just part of the past,

But to us who loved and lost you, the memory will always last.

Loved and sadly missed by your Mother Mossie,
sisters Martina, Lisa and Sandra, nieces, nephews and friends.
Also remembering your father Ray at this time xxxxxxxxx

Rest in " Reave Dean

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
& MONTH’S MIND
In Loving Memory of

FINTAN
FITZPATRICK

Ballymacken, Portlaoise

Passed away 28th June 2025
Fintan’s Month’s Mind Mass will take place at
the Church of the Assumption,

The Heath, on Sunday, 3rd August at 9.30am
Maureen and the Fitzpatrick family wish to sincerely thank all who
offered support, prayers, and kindness during this sad time.
Your presence, messages, and thoughtful gestures brought
great comfort to us.

Special thanks to Msgr. John Byrne and Fr. Simon Jin and all those
who took part in the Requiem Mass at the Church of the Assumption,
The Heath, and Keegan’s Funeral Home for their professionalism.

= Reast in " Reave

In Loving Memory o

LARRY HEARNS

Church View, Abbeyleix.
21st Anniversary occurs

22nd July 2025

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs,
Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind.

4

Sadly missed by Mary and family.

Rest in Reave Larry

P

In Loving Memory of A Dear Husband who passed away

DANNY O’ LOUGHLIN
152 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 2nd August 2025

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church on Saturday 2nd August, 10am.

Silent thoughts, a secret tear, a constant wish that you were here,
No need for words except to say, we love and miss you everyday.
Always loved and never forgotten by your loving wife Margaret x

Dad; Just a prayer from the family who loved you,
Just a memory fond and true, in our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you.
Granddad; Of all the special gifts in life, how-

ever great or small, to have you as our granddad

- &

/ was the greatest gift of all.
Sadly missed by your loving sons, daughters,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, grandchildren,

extended family and many friends x

Rast in " Reace Danny

In Loving Memory of

AGNES & PETER
LALOR

and their daughters

RITA LALOR,
MARGARET LAWLESS

¢ KATHLEEN LALOR
and their grandson

PATRICK SWAYNE

otk
Those we love remain with us Lk _’
For love itself lives on
Cherished memories never fade
Because one loved is gone
Those we love can never be more than
A thought apart

For as long as there is a memory
They live on in our heart.

Sadly missed and always
remembered by Mary and Family.

My They Rest in Reace 4

In Loving Memory of

OLIVER CLEAR

Late of 32 Liogard Portlaoise.
26th Anniversary occurs 23rd July 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this

Sunday 27th July at 11.15am.

Now God has called you to His home above, there to protect you
with eternal love, Often at night when we pray for you, I hope
you look down and pray for us too.

Sadly missed and always remembered
by all your loving family.

My Oliver Rest in " Reace 5

In Loving Memory of

DESMOND (DES) RANKIN

Annebrook House, Portlaoise.
6th Anniversary occurs 20th July 2025
Its lonely here without you,
We miss you more each day,
For life is not the same to us,
Since you were called away.
1o your resting p/dce we visit,
Place flowers there with care,
But no one knows our heartache,
when we turn and leave you there

Sadly missed and remembered by your loving wife
Maureen, your daughters Anne and Mary, son-in-law
Trevor and grandchildren Ben and Anna.

L My s Rest in Reave

In Loving Memory of

AGNES LAWLESS

29 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
27th Anniversary occurs 28th July
2025

Will those who think of Agnes today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Always remembered and never forgotten by Mick

XXX

CMay Agnes Rest in " Rece

In Loving Memory of

DONAL BREEN

8 Oaklawn, Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs 29th July
2025

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Tuesday 29th July at 10am.

Donal is lovingly remembered and sadly missed by
his loving wife Kay, family and friends.

Rest in " Reace Donal e




= In Loving Memory of

ESTHER CONNAUGHTON
(née Hilliard)

Ist April 1945- 22nd June 2025
Esther’s family Wayne, Zara &

deepest gratitude to all who came to
: bid her farewell. Thank you to all
= who called, sent cards , flowers and
: travelled. A special thanks to all the
staff in Drominin Nursing Home

Stradbally.

We thank Monsignor Byrne,
i/ the clergy,
the staff in the parish centre.

Thank you to Henry Rankin & Matthew Keegan Funeral
Homes for the professional manner in carrying out Esther’s
Funeral arrangements. Thank you to Nuala Kelly for the
beautiful music for the service.

As it is hard to thank everyone individually, please take
this as our sincere thanks to all who knew our mother.

Esther’s months mind mass will take place on Sunday the
27th of July at 11.15am.

Reast in " Reave Lsther

Annamarie would like to express their

In Loving Memory o B

f
FINTAN KEEGAN
2 Green Road, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 31st July 2025

A whisper on a _July evening,
You heard a gentle call,
You took the hand of Jesus
and gently left us all.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by Mary and
family, Kay and family, nieces and nephews.

Rest in Reave ~Sfintan

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

087-2562137 £
B ot

In Loving Memory Of

GERRY ALLEN

Eyne, Portlaoise.
41st Anniversary occurs 26th July 2025.

We hold you close
within our hearts and
there you will remain

10 walk with us

throughout our lives
until we meet again

Lovingly remembered and sadly
missed by Mam and all your family. x

May Gery Rest in Reace

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
supericr guality headstones,

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre |3
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen. :

Unique Headstones can alse be designed
and created to your own special
requiremants,

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your rements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Linit 38 Clenminam
Bzsiness Park
Portaoise, Co. Lacls,
A3z OWT

Tet: 057 BRBOZSE -
Muoblie: (8T 2538630

www.portlaoisestone.ie
-

Q MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A SPECIAL MEMOR
OF YOUR IOVED ONE

“%Q Clonminam Business Park
Portlaoise,Co. Laois
R32 EH11

L 057 86 34050
& info@mochuaprint.ie :
) www.mochuaprint.ie (o Tl

+ KEEGAN’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlacise.
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Scoil Fionntiain Naofa,
Shanahoe
will host their annual
- Truck, Tractor & Vintage
Road Run

Sunday, September 7" 2025

Hi.':;_ﬁkﬁ[l".‘l[il..1|1 from I pm

+ Shanahoe Community Hall Rs2EsSFR

departing at 2pm sharp
Registration Fee €20

Vintage all the way to new are welcome!

-Kids HI._, Wi '."|-.'1'|.:I.' Fun RBun=Food~Refreshments~

Contact Matthew
087-2549195 < S —
David 087-2369887 — e
The Parioh Shop BEST OF LUCK
o LORCAN

Lrackivg @ wide seliciiew of Wedding Condber, Gty and Cardy

ALSEG STULRTN G
=gy Wb as of Rapd e Fasalley, Covde @

Monday fo Friday Sam to Spm
057 B2 1142
wew, portlasiseparisiie

At The Parish Centre

LORCAN HOLOHAN (U15)

WILL REPRESENT IRELAND IN AN
INTERNATIONAL EVENT THIS WEEK
IN ORLANDO, USA.

THE PORTLAOISE BOXING CLUB
MEMBER IS OUR NATIONAL
CHAMPION. GREAT CREDIT TO
LORCAN'S TALENT AND DEDICATION
AND TO HIS COACHES AT THE CLUB.

WELL DONE!

. e ]
ReJOHN WITH LORGAN AND Cd“_ACHES PAT !:YAN AND JO



Above: Congratulations to
Lauren Dooley
and Lee Byrne

Above: Congratulations to
Aleksandra Leczycka and
Christophe Martin
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Above: Congratulations to
Rachel Costello
and David Seale
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Above: Congratulations
to Fiona Kelly and

Benny Carroll

Above: Congratulations to
Eimear Corri
and Eddie Fallan
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Portlaoise Parish

Results for

24" July 2025

WP o) o) (o)

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMNERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Anne Brophy Albaokss

Emmy Ryan Kathleen Brown
Quicksiheer Quicksilver
Jolanta Zadora Online Lotto
John Byrne 26 Online Lotto
Patrick Maher Match Mary Hennessy
Billy Daran 35 BAary Doran
Padralg & Liz Gowing Lotto Gift

Brid Dawvis Receive Brid Davis

Jackie Robinson €39 Jackie Robinson
Jennifer Moore each Rocky Kehow

Phil Dhwvane Thelma Brown
Finn & Micola Byrne Micola Byrne
Muala Keagh Parish Centre
Helen Fenlon Paul Dooley
Stephen Kelly Martley's Shop
Michelle Horan Play PARISH M Fallon

Eunice Burns Beth Kelly

Kian Kinsella @'@@@@ B Farrell

M Hanlon — O HLINE M Farrell

Amie & Sean Dowd S e e Catherine Kearns
M Kiraran F Farrell
Margaret KEesgan Margaret Keegan
Pat Martimer Heather Mortimer
Ann Carroll Ann Carrall

Dan Kissana Limmy Kally

MNext Week's Jackpot is €20,000

Seventeenth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Genesis 148:20-32
Responsorial Psalm 137:1-3, 6-B
Colossians: 2:12-14
Luke 11:1-13

Supporting our Parish

ESch i MLl e B b O S s i i thinr 0T, ol meliaciantly oF
L SeumapaEien, o Gondl Anedd B Gl greir P Camirdblae 8T

Registered Charity Mumber 20015848
Flease choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church poarches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBES33Z27916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBARM: IE1Z2AIBESRIZ 7916658201

Scan this OR Code ta take you
directly to our Donate Tacility

ey YOUR SUPPORT

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tal: 057 8600122

! Fr. Simon Jin
o Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

: Deacon Eugene Keyes
s Tel: 057 B621142

To contact the Priest on Duly:
Farish Centre during office hours
Sam - Spm  Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diccesan Designated Liakon Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

— i __..-—_ildl =

Office Hours Monday to Friday Sam-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.le
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis

MAMNAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
&r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

[Sacristy phose attended prior to bass fimes 057 35000 19)
All Maszos and sarvices from the Parlsh Chiurch aind
the Heath Church are live streamed on our webaite

LINK UP
Monday to Friday
Qam to S5pm
D57-B692154
Advertising deadline: Tuesday S5pm or

12 noon Wednesday o s svaishiny of spsce)
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Treo Coffee Co.
Est. 2020

NOW OPEN @ PORTLAOISE HOSPITAL
7 DAYS A WEEK

Serving Coffee, Iced Drinks, Toasties,
Smoothies, Pastries, Ice Cream & More

Plenty of Outdoor Seating Available
Buggies and Doggies \Welcome!

WWW.TREOCO.IE
085 2271091

Mochua Print & Design | 057 8634050 | www.mochuaprint.ie




