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AUDIOLOGIST 
HEARING AID 
CCoonnssuullttaanntt  

Patricia Kilmartin 
    B.A.A.T.,M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.I.A.A.  

(36+ years experience with Private &  
Public Sector (H.S.E.)   

  

• Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +  

• Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth 
connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO 
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants 

• Pre–employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests  

• Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro 

• Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.  

• Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)  

 

In Attendance   

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. R32AF58 
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)  

By Appointment Only 

Tel: 057 8692289   Mobile: 085 8568808  

E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie  

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie   

 



4

Be
B

e

Social
S

o

c

i

a

l

Be

Social
Be
B

e

Healthy
H

e

a

l

t

h

y

Be

Healthy Be
B

e

Active
A

c

t

i

v

e

Be

Active
Be
B

e

Creative
C

r

e

a

t

i

v

e

Be

Creative

Wednesday 8Wednesday 8  April 2026 April 2026ththWednesday 8  April 2026th 11am - 5pm11am - 5pm11am - 5pmMidlands Park HotelMidlands Park Hotel  Midlands Park Hotel 

For more information visitFor more information visit
www.laois.iewww.laois.ie

For more information visit
www.laois.ie

Please use public transportPlease use public transport
where possible - parking will bewhere possible - parking will be

limited on the daylimited on the day

Please use public transport
where possible - parking will be

limited on the day

PORTLAOISE
PARISH

Advertise with Link Up TODAY!

Contact 
057 8692154

Helping Local Brands Make a 
BIG IMPACT

www.originaltherapies.ie

info@originaltherapies.ie

0831506755

OCCUPATIONAL 
THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.)

Seating Assessments

Book your appointment today

Workplace Assessments

Handwriting Assessments

Sensory Interventions

Assistive Technology

School Visits
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mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83       045 433569

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11        057 8634050

Powering Your Brand Through Print & Marketing

From business cards and brochures
to signage, packaging, promotional 

merchandise and targeted mail 
campaigns – our experienced team 

works with you to create marketing that 
gets noticed and delivers results.

As an Award winning ISO9001 & ISO14001 
certified company, we are committed to 

quality, sustainability and exceptional 
service for every client we work with.

As an Award winning ISO9001 & ISO14001 
certified company, we are committed to 

quality, sustainability and exceptional 
service for every client we work with.

As an Award winning ISO9001 & ISO14001 
certified company, we are committed to 

quality, sustainability and exceptional 
service for every client we work with.

Your Complete Print
& Marketing Partner

For over 20 years, Mochua Print & Design has 
helped businesses stand out with professional 
printing, creative design, branded merchandise 

and direct mail marketing solutions.
We don’t just print, we help bring your ideas, 

brand and marketing campaigns to life.

For over 20 years, Mochua Print & Design has 
helped businesses stand out with professional 
printing, creative design, branded merchandise 

and direct mail marketing solutions.
We don’t just print, we help bring your ideas, 

brand and marketing campaigns to life.
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Intimacy & 
Relationships
Information talk for women
With Dr. Ruth Stewart
Senior Clinical Psychologist Beaumont Hospital
Thursday 9th April 2026, 11am

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre
Block Road, Portlaoise, 

Co. Laois, R32 Y8P2
T: 057 868 1492

Intimacy_A4.indd   1Intimacy_A4.indd   1 27/03/2026   10:4127/03/2026   10:41
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Intimacy & 
Relationships
Information talk for women
With Dr. Ruth Stewart
Senior Clinical Psychologist Beaumont Hospital
Thursday 9th April 2026, 11am

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre
Block Road, Portlaoise, 

Co. Laois, R32 Y8P2
T: 057 868 1492
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Celebrate this special day at the Killeshin Hotel.

057 863 1200  |  sales@thekillleshin.com 

Three Course Menu Kids €15.50
Three Course Menu Adults €39.50

Communions 
Confirmations
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SINSIN

Ages 4–6 Football & Hurling Sunday morning 11:00am

s

U7–U11 Hurling Sunday mornings 11:00am

U8–U14 Girls Football Tuesday evenings 6:30pm

U7–U11 Football Monday evenings 6:30pm

Gaelic Football & Hurling for BOYS and GIRLS 
from AGE 4-17 starting in March

FOR MORE DETAILS

Ages 4-6 Ratheniska Rascals Football & Hurling
Starts Sunday 12th April at 11:00am
Eircode: R32 WR94

PARK/RATHENISKA

Gaelic Football & Hurling for BOYS and 

PARK/RPARK/RP ATHENISKAATHENISKAA
GAA ACADEMY
Gaelic Football & Hurling for 
from 

P

Gaelic Football & Hurling for 

P
GAA ACADEMYGAA ACADEMY

parkratheniska        parkratheniska        @parkratheniska 

Email: secretary.parkratheniska.laois@gaa.ie
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Eircode: R32 WR94Eircode: R32 WR94

PK مامت ںیم بلک سٹروپسا ےنپا مہ 
 روا ںیئآ ۔ںیہ ےترک مدقمریخ اک ںوتفاقث
 ےنامزآ — ںیھکید رک امزآ گنلرہ ای لابٹف کلیگ
 مامت ۔ںیہن ترورض یک ناماس یسک ےیل ےک
 ےک ںوکڑل !ںیہ دیدمآ شوخ ںایکڑل روا ےکڑل
 راوتا گنلرہ ،ےجب 6:30 ماش وک ریپ لابٹف ےیل
 لابٹف ےیل ےک ںویکڑل ،ےجب 11 حبص وک
۔ےجب 6:30 ماش وک لگنم

 ےک ںوکڑل !ںیہ دیدمآ شوخ ںایکڑل روا ےکڑل
 راوتا گنلرہ ،ےجب 6:30 ماش وک ریپ لابٹف ےیل
 لابٹف ےیل ےک ںویکڑل ،ےجب 11 حبص وک
۔ےجب 6:30 ماش وک لگنم

UA Ми радо вітаємо представників усіх 
культур у нашому спортивному клубі. 
Приходьте спробувати гельський футбол або 
герлінг — вам не потрібно жодного 
спорядження, щоб спробувати. Запрошуємо 
всіх хлопців і дівчат! Футбол для хлопців 
щопонеділка о 18:30, герлінг щонеділі об 11:00, 
футбол для дівчат щовівторка о 18:30.

PARK/RATHENISKAPARK/RPARK/RP ATHENISKAATHENISKAA
GAA ACADEMY

PK
 روا ںیئآ ۔ںیہ ےترک مدقمریخ اک ںوتفاقث
 ےنامزآ — ںیھکید رک امزآ گنلرہ ای لابٹف کلیگ ےنامزآ — ںیھکید رک امزآ گنلرہ ای لابٹف کلیگ
 مامت ۔ںیہن ترورض یک ناماس یسک ےیل ےک
 UA Ми радо вітаємо представників усіх ےک ںوکڑل !ںیہ دیدمآ شوخ ںایکڑل روا ےکڑل

SA  انيدان يف تافاقثلا عيمجب بحرن
 وأ ةيليغلا مدقلا ةرك برجو لاعت .يضايرلا
 .اهتبرجتل تادعم يأ ىلإ جاتحت ال – غنيلريهلا
 مدقلا ةرك !مهب بحرم تانبلاو دالوألا عيمج
 ،ًءاسم 6:30 ةعاسلا نينثالا موي دالوألل
 ةركو ،اًحابص 11 ةعاسلا دحألا موي غنيلريهلاو
.ًءاسم 6:30 ةعاسلا ءاثالثلا موي تانبلل مدقلا

SA  انيدان يف تافاقثلا عيمجب بحرن

LV Mūsu sporta klubā laipni aicināti visu 
kultūru cilvēki. Nāciet izmēģināt gēlu futbolu 
vai hērlingu – nav nepieciešams aprīkojums, 
lai pamēģinātu. Laipni gaidīti visi zēni un 
meitenes! Futbols zēniem pirmdienās plkst. 
18:30, hērlings svētdienās plkst. 11:00, futbols 
meitenēm otrdienās plkst. 18:30.

LV Mūsu sporta klubā laipni aicināti visu 

LT Mūsų sporto klubas kviečia visų kultūrų 
žmones. Ateikite išbandyti gėlų futbolą arba 
hurlingą – nereikia jokios įrangos, kad 
galėtumėte pabandyti. Laukiami visi berniukai ir 
mergaitės! Futbolas berniukams pirmadieniais 
18:30, hurlingas sekmadieniais 11:00, futbolas 
mergaitėms antradieniais 18:30.

LT Mūsų sporto klubas kviečia visų kultūrų 

EN We welcome all cultures to our Sports 
Club. Come try Gaelic Football or Hurling – 
no equipment needed to give it a go. All 
boys and girls are welcome! Boys Football 
Mondays at 6.30pm, Hurling Sundays at 
11am, Girls Football Tuesdays at 6.30pm.

PK مامت ںیم بلک سٹروپسا ےنپا مہ PK

 .اهتبرجتل تادعم يأ ىلإ جاتحت ال – غنيلريهلا

18:30, hērlings svētdienās plkst. 11:00, futbols 

RO Primim cu drag toate culturile în Clubul 
nostru Sportiv. Vino să încerci fotbalul gaelic 
sau hurlingul – nu ai nevoie de echipament 
pentru a încerca. Toți băieții și toate fetele 
sunt bineveniți! Fotbal pentru băieți lunea la 
ora 18:30, hurling duminica la ora 11:00, 
fotbal pentru fete marțea la ora 18:30.

galėtumėte pabandyti. Laukiami visi berniukai ir 

RO RO Primim cu drag toate culturile în Clubul 

PL Serdecznie zapraszamy przedstawicieli 
wszystkich kultur do naszego Klubu Sportowego. 
Przyjdź i spróbuj futbolu gaelickiego lub hurlingu 
– nie potrzebujesz żadnego sprzętu, aby 
spróbować. Zapraszamy wszystkie dziewczynki i 
chłopców! Piłka nożna dla chłopców w 
poniedziałki o 18:30, hurling w niedziele o 11:00, 
piłka nożna dla dziewczynek we wtorki o 18:30.

PLPL Serdecznie zapraszamy przedstawicieli 

IE Cuirimid fáilte roimh gach cultúr chuig ár 
gClub Spóirt. Tar agus bain triail as Peil Ghaelach 
nó Iománaíocht – níl aon trealamh de dhíth chun 
triail a bhaint as. Cuirtear fáilte roimh gach 
buachaill agus cailín! Peil do bhuachaillí gach 
Luan ag 6.30i.n., Iománaíocht ar an Domhnach 
ag 11r.n., Peil do chailíní gach Máirt ag 6.30i.n.
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Community Notices

Religious Notes
DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday), Sunday 3pm (Adoration). 

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come  
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP: Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.  
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

EMMANUEL HOUSE CLONFERT Divine Mercy Sunday,  12th April starting at 11am led by Eddie Stone & Team. Divine Mercy Novena 
begins Good Friday. Please bring a packed lunch. Schedule for Healing Services: Weds 11am & Thurs 7am.

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 31ST MARCH 
Top score: Paraic Dowling. 1st Lady: Margaret Flanagan. 2nd Lady: Sadie Chester. 1st Gent: Catherine Galvin. 2nd Gent: Peter 
Stevenson. 1st Half: Bernie Cahill. 2nd Half: Christy Fitzpatrick. Raffle: 1st Billy Jackson, 2nd Christy Fitzpatrick, 3rd Frances Dunne, 
4th Mary J Dunne, 5th Mary Delaney. Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues each Tuesday night at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new 
players always welcome, lessons available if required. Contact 086 8812228
ACTIVE RETIREMENT Monday 6th April NO Bowls. Wednesday 8th April NO Active Age in Parish Centre. Thursday 9th APRIL 
IN SUE RYDER CENTER KILMINCHY  CARDS AND CHAT FROM 3PM. NEW MEMBERS WELCOME TUITION GIVEN 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT MARIA AT 0879187157 HAPPY EASTER to all.

WALK IN THE PARK FOR PARKINSONS will take place on Saturday, 11th April at 11a.m. in Colt G.A.A. Grounds, Raheen, 
Abbeyleix. R32 V085. Visit www.parkinsons.ie to register in advance or register on the day. Phone John on 087-2712448 or Mary  
on 087-9617940 for more information. Refreshments will be served afterwards in Doogues  Bar, Raheen. All support greatly appreciated.

FOURTH WALL LAOIS THEATRE GROUP presents “Moll” by J.B. Keane on Saturday 25th April  in Dunamase Arts Centre.
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PMC HOME 
IMPROVEMENTS
CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing 
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning
Replacement Tiles

Roof Cleaning
Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning
Soffits Repair & Replacement

Painting & Decorating
Home Renovations

LK BYRNE PLUMBING 
& HEATING 

For all your plumbing needs.  

CALL LORCAN 
085-2876043

ENDA NORTON
FORESTRY 

& FIREWOOD 
Firewood Sales & Tree Felling 

CONTACT: 086-0640345

FREE COLLECTION OF  
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers, 
lawnmowers etc. 

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck 

available for hire.
CONTACT RICHARD  

085-252 9893

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
•	Hinges & Handles
•	Letterboxes
•	Sliding Patio Door Rollers
•	Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

CARPENTER AVAILABLE 
All aspects of Carpentry covered. 

2nd Fix Carpentry.

Wardrobes, flooring etc. 

PH. 087-0624431

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
All domestic plumbing 

Oil fired central heating 
Service your Oil-Fired Boiler NOW 

EMERGENCY CALL OUTS WELCOME 
Plumber on call for  

Portlaoise & surrounding areas
Fitting water softeners, showers, repairs.

Copper cylinder replacement  
Full Oil-Fired Central Heating  

Installed & Maintained
CONTACT FERGUS 089 4541868

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

•	 Home improvements and repairs
•	 Flooring, tiling, carpets
•	 Fence maintenance and repair
•	 Painting inside/outside and decorating
•	 Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
•	 Furniture assembly and installation

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise
TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

PAINTING &  
DECORATING

•	Interior & Exterior
•	Power Washing
•	15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured
089 445 9958

www.kukic-hms.ie

LAWN CUTTING AVAILABLE
Estate green maintenance, 
Private lawn maintenance, 

Once off heavy cuts. 
Hedges, Power Washing

best prices and annual packages. 
Free Quotes. Good Rates

Feel free to contact Shaun!
085-1754009

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and home entertainment 

equipment. Supply, fit, and repair; 
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
•	 All Domestic Plumbing
•	 Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
•	 Water Softener Installation
•	 Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

FATIMA CANDLE
10am Mass on the

13th of every Month

ROSARY AT THE
MARIAN SHRINE

First Sunday of the Month 
at Top Square @ 2.30pm.

10
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GARDEN SERVICES
Hedge trimming, tree pruning, garden 

tidy ups, fallen trees cut up, green 
waste removal, spraying etc. tree and 

hedge planting. 

TEXT OR RING
RICHARD 087 9828558

SMALL BUILDING JOBS 
Plastering & Painting  

Gardening & Power Washing 
Also Block Work. 

References on Request & Garda 
Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON 
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

KITCHEN & FURNITURE  
RESPRAYING SERVICE

Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes  

with a respray
Highest quality finishes with  

the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without  

the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

FOR SALE
Brown leather 3 seater, 

2 seater & armchair
All reclining with matching large 

footstool.
Excellent Condition, can send photos

€750 o.n.o. Collection only.

Contact: 083-3600182

11

HAND CRAFTED
FURNITURE

Great prices, All crafted 
to your design
Dressers, Corner Units
Bedside Lockers
Log boxes on castors
CONTACT EUGENE HENNESSY

Ballyboden, Ballacolla, Co. Laois
087-7528347

HANDYMAN /
BUILDER

15yrs Experience in all trades
Specialised in painting & decorating

Carpentry / Doors & floors
Building / Extensions/Renovations

Electric & Plumbing Work
Garden maintenance / Tree cutting 

/ Patios / Paving
Ph. 083-8854144
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Specialist Foot Care Services

Tel:
085 108 8553

Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment

Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care

Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner
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At Dunamase College / Coláiste 
Dhún Másc, the Irish language 
and culture are a key part of 
everyday school life, and this 
strong sense of pride is especially 
evident during Seachtain na 
Gaeilge (Irish Week) - a celebration 
that students and staff look 
forward to each year.
Organised by the Cumann Gaelach 
and the Gaelbhratach committee, 
in collaboration with the Irish 
department, the school enjoyed 
an action-packed two weeks full 
of events that celebrated Irish 
in fun, creative, and meaningful 
ways, both within the school and 
in the wider community.
A wide range of in-house activities 
took place, ensuring that every 
student had the opportunity to 
engage with the language. These 
included a poster competition 

and a meme competition, 
encouraging students to use 
Irish in modern and imaginative 
contexts. Students also took 
part in quizzes, bingo, and movie 
screenings as Gaeilge, while 
a lively Just Dance as Gaeilge 
session brought great energy and 
enthusiasm to the celebrations. 
A door-decorating competition 
also took place, with students 
transforming classroom doors 
and corridors with Irish-themed 
designs, adding to the festive 
atmosphere throughout the 
school. Fifth-year students 
particularly enjoyed participating 
in Bingo Loco, which added a fun 
and interactive element to the 
week.

A Lá Glas (Wear Green Day) was 
also held, with both students 
and staff proudly dressing in 
green, creating a strong sense 
of community and celebration 
throughout the school.
Teachers also got involved through 
a Phrase Bingo challenge, where 
they collected and used Irish 
phrases in their daily interactions, 

highlighting that the promotion 
of Irish extends beyond the 
classroom and is embraced by 
the entire school community.
Fifth Year students Nina, David, 
and Cuileann also participated 
in an EU translation competition, 
where they were tasked with 
translating a script from a 
European language into Irish. The 
students thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to experience what 
it is like to work as a translator, 
while also gaining a deeper 
appreciation of the wide range 
of career opportunities available 
through Irish.
As part of the celebrations, 
students reached out beyond 
the school, visiting local primary 

schools including Gaelscoil Phort 
Laoise, Gaelscoil Thromaire, 
Ratheniska National School, 
Timahoe National School, and 
Barnashrone National School. 
Here, they organised céilís and 
hosted quizzes, sharing their love 
of Irish with younger students 
and inspiring the next generation 
of Gaeilgeoirí.
The Gaelbhratach Committee 
were proud to host a Pop-Up 
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Gaeltacht in Portlaoise Library, 
providing a welcoming space for 
the wider community to come 
together and speak Irish. The 
event highlighted the importance 
of Irish in modern life, particularly 
across social media, music, 
and community engagement, 
reinforcing the idea that Irish is a 
living, thriving language: “Tír gan 
teanga, tír gan anam.”
In recognition of their  ongoing 
efforts to promote Irish in 
innovative ways, students were 
once again invited to TikTok HQ, 
celebrating the school’s success 
in bringing the language to a 
wider audience online. Students 
enjoyed meeting Irish-language 
content creators and, of course, 
creating their own Irish TikToks.
The school’s podcasting team also 
played an active role in promoting 
the Irish language during the 
celebrations. Students recorded a 
series of Irish-language segments 
for Midlands 103, giving them 
the opportunity to share their 
cúpla focal with a wider audience. 
This experience not only built 
students’ confidence in using 

Irish in a real-world setting, but 
also highlighted the relevance of 
the language in modern media 
and communication.
Aonad students Cuileann, OJ, 
Aoife, and Kayla travelled to 
Galway to attend the Muintearas 
event, where Irish-medium 
schools from Education and 
Training Boards Ireland across 
the country came together to 
celebrate the language and 

culture. On the day, they met 
with Catherine Connolly and 
presented their vision for the 
future of Gaeilge, emphasising 
the importance of creating more 
opportunities for young people 
to use Irish within their local 
communities. This experience 
highlighted the growing 
influence of student voice at a 
national level.
Fifth-year Aonad students also 
had the opportunity to attend 
Fís, an inspiring event organised 
by Conradh na Gaeilge. The day 
began with an engaging panel 
discussion hosted by Peadar Ó 
Caomhánaigh, featuring speakers 
such as Caitríona Kenny, Róisín 
Seoighe, Éadaoin Fitzmaurice, 

and DJ Próvaí. The discussion 
highlighted the growing presence 
of Irish across social media, music, 
and community life. A particularly 
powerful message was that 
although Irish is an ancient 
language, it is very much alive in 
the modern world, and its future 
lies in the hands of young people: 
“Beatha teanga í a labhairt.”

Following this, students explored 
a wide range of interactive 
stands divided into themes of 
Careers, Community, and Future. 
Organisations such as TG4, Bloc, 
Gaelbratach, Kinia, Óglaigh na 
hÉireann, and An Garda Síochána 
were among those present. The 
event provided students with 
a fresh insight into the wide 
range of opportunities available 
through Irish, from careers to 
community involvement, clearly 
demonstrating the important 
role the language plays in 
contemporary life.
Overall, the celebrations reflected 
the deep-rooted passion within 
Dunamase College / Coláiste 
Dhún Másc for the Irish language, 
showing that it is not just a 
subject, but a vibrant and valued 
part of daily life in the school 
community.
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Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on	    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

Easter 2026 finds itself in the context of a troubling 
war in the Middle East. The sacred and holy city of 

Jerusalem has felt the consequences. Christians prohibited 
from public worship and a palpable sense of tension and 
unease throughout this war-torn region. Pope Leo, in his 
Easter message, reminds Christians that we are all called to 
be agents of peace, reconciliation and compassion. Easter is 
a triumphant season, fuelled with an Amazing Grace, that 
in a moment in history, God himself triumphed over sin 
and darkness. Ours is that everlasting victory and with joy 
Hallelujah is our song. 
Easter is a time of hope and new life, an opportunity to 
begin again in a new way. The Angel said to the wounded 
followers of Jesus “Why Look among the living for the dead” 
Easter reminds us in a very powerful way that we belong to a 
place that is so much bigger than whatever situation we may 
find ourselves in. That place is about gentleness, hope, love, 
compassion and love. That sacred place is told through the 
eyes of faith. Faith is a necessary and wonderful gift. Faith 
will carry us up any mountain, no matter how overwhelming 
the climb maybe. Faith brings with it a sense of perspective 
and a deep confidence, that no matter what “All will be 
well”. Easter is about new possibilities and opportunities. 
Easter is rich in gifts and blessings. There is no recession in 
the Lord’s love. Where the shadows of conflict, war, sickness 
and uncertainty prevail, the Easter message, contains a 
dawn that promises brighter days ahead.
“Peace be with you”. These were the first words of Jesus 
to his disciples, after the resurrection, when he met them 
behind locked doors on the evening of that first Easter Day.  
He showed them the marks of the crucifixion on his hands 
and side – the evidence of his suffering – and he said to 
them, “Peace be with you”. In the midst of their fear, sorrow 
and pain, he wanted them to find peace.  Despite all that 
had happened in previous days, the words and sentiments 
he offered were words of comfort and love and not anger or 
hatred.  

The words, “Peace be with you”, represent much more than 
a simple, customary greeting.  They express a deep desire 

and hope for an end to pain, for calm after the storm, for a 
time of reconciliation and healing. 
This Easter the world we live in is overshadowed by conflict 
in so many places – from across the Middle East to much 
closer to home in the war that has ravaged Ukraine for over 
four years now. In all those regions, heartfelt cries are heard 
for an end to the violence that has already caused the deaths 
of tens of thousands of people, widespread destruction 
of homes and businesses, as well as the separation and 
displacement of countless families.
Too many people live in fear of what the future holds in 
store.  Hope is hard to find in the rubble of a bombed 

hospital or school, or in the tears of those whose loved ones 
have been killed through acts of violence.

The cross of Calvary continues to cast a long shadow over 
the world.  Yet the sadness of Good Friday will give way to 
the joy of Easter morning.  The Easter story begins “while 
it was still dark”, but it is soon bathed in the light of the 
resurrection.  Love defeats hatred.  It overcomes the darkness 
of despair.  Nothing, then, should be permitted to rob us of 
hope that goodness will triumph over evil.  This is Easter 
Hope: the “hope that does not disappoint” (Romans 5:5).
We must persevere, therefore, in our prayers and efforts to 
build lasting peace in the world, always looking to that day 
when swords will be beaten into ploughshares and spears 
into pruning hooks.
This Easter, let us renew our determination to live in a 
world where all life is valued, where mutual respect and 
understanding are treasured, and where peace is a 
living reality.  May the words and actions of all people 
mirror those of our risen Lord, now and in the days to 
come: “Peace be with you”.

The late Pope Benedict beautifully described Easter joy… 

“Dear brothers and sisters, 
Easter does not work magic. 
Just as the Israelites found the desert awaiting them 
on the far side of the Red Sea, 
so the Church, after the resurrection, 
always finds history filled with joy and hope, 
grief and anguish. And yet, this history is changed, 
it is marked by a new and eternal covenant, 
it is truly open to the future. 
For this reason, saved by hope, 
let us continue our pilgrimage, 
bearing in our hearts the song that is ancient and yet 
ever new: 
“Let us sing to the Lord: glorious his triumph!”
Pope Benedict XVI 20010

Easter 2026 - a t ime of Grace

16



17

Our Prayers are asked for those 
who recently died

Kay Maher 
Ballinakill Rd. Abbeyleix 

Mary Kenneally 
Ballytarsna, Abbeyleix

May They May They 
Rest In PeaceRest In Peace
Our Sympathies Are With Our Sympathies Are With 

Their FamiliesTheir Families

Áine Bowden 
Athy and formerly Meelick, 

Portlaoise

Mary Bergin  
St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise 

Michael (Gilpin) Conroy 
Ballydavis / formerly O’Moore 

Place, Portlaoise

31ST ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of Our Father & Grandad

MICHAEL KERRY
Late of 48 O’ Moore Place, Portlaoise

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 
Parish Church on Easter Sunday, 5th April at 10am

Though your smile is gone forever,
and your hand we cannot touch,
Still, we have so many memories, 

of the one we loved so much
Sadly missed by all his loving family and 

friends.

Rest in Peace Dad

In Loving Memory of

JERRY LODGE
‘Curradubh’, Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.

8th Anniversary occurred
3rd April 2026

No farewell words were spoken,
No time to say goodbye,

You were gone before we knew it,
And only God knows why.

Deeply regretted by his loving family.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam uasal

In Loving Memory of

DANIEL (DAN) FITZPATRICK
Old Rd, Ballydavis, Portlaoise

3rd Anniversary occurs 7th April 2026

A life well lived is a precious gift
Of hope and strength and grace

From someone who has made our world
A brighter, better place.

It’s filled with moments, sweet and sad
With smiles and sometimes tears,

With friendships formed 
and good times shared

And laughter through the years.
A life well lived is a legacy

Of joy and pride and pleasure,
A living, lasting memory

Our grateful hearts will treasure.
Always remembered and sadly missed by his loving family

MONTH’S MIND 
REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of

NORA TOBIN
Ballyroan

Month’s Mind Mass will be 
celebrated

Saturday 4th April at 
5pm in Abbeyleix Church

&
Sunday 5th April at 

the Dawn Mass 6am in 
Ballyroan

Remembered with
Love and Affection
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In Loving Memory of

PATRICK (PADDY) CARRIGAN
Capoley, Portlaoise, Co Laois,

(late of Ballyfoyle, Co. Kilkenny)
5th Anniversary occurs 7th April 2026
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on 

5th of April at 10am in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church
We think of you in silence
We often speak your name

But all we have are memories
And your picture in a frame.

Your resting place we visit
And put flowers there with care
But no one knows the heartache
As we turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered
by his loving wife Lizzie and family

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam

In Loving Memory of

PHYLLIS (PHIL) CULLETON
(NÉE BOWE)

St. Martins, Rossleighan, Portlaoise. 
2nd Anniversary occurs 15th April 2026
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 

Sts. Peter and Paul’s Church on 
Saturday 11th April at 6.30pm.

Death ends a life, not a relationship,
All the love you created is still there,

All the memories are still there,
You live on in the hearts of everyone you have 

touched and nurtured while you were here.
Sadly missed by her Husband John, 

Sons John, Shane Paul and Philip Anthony. 
Brothers and  Sisters and her grand children.

Rest in Peace Phyllis

In Loving Memory of

EAMONN FARRELL
115 Rossvale,  Portlaoise.

10th Anniversary occurs 4th April 2026

Eamonn was a husband 
and father so very rare,

Content in his home and always there,
On earth he toiled,
In Heaven he rests,

God Bless you Eamonn,
You were the best.

Loved beyond words and cherished forever
Your loving wife Kim,  

daughters, Roisin, Rachel, Amy & Reiltin 
grandchildren Opie, Bonnie, Alva, Jax, and Juno xx

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
AND MONTH’S MIND 

In Loving Memory of

MARY CARROLL
(NÉE DOYLE)

35 Marian Ave, Portlaoise

Mary’s family would like to 
express their sincere gratitude 
to all who sympathised with 
them and supported them in 

their recent bereavement.

Thank you to all who sent 
Mass cards, flowers and 

wreaths, phoned or uploaded 
messages online.

We are deeply appreciative 
of everybody who attended 

the wake and Requiem Mass 
whether in person or via the 

parish webcam.

A special thank you to Fr. Ciprian for celebrating 
the Requiem Mass and for his support to the family 

during this time.

Our heartfelt thanks to Sarah Troy for providing 
such beautiful music at the Mass.

We offer our sincere appreciation to all the staff of 
the Residence Portlaoise who looked after Mary with 
such kindness and dedication over the last two years.

A very special word of thanks to the staff of Hughes 
Pharmacy and Clan Phamacy. 

To all Mary’s wonderful neighbours in Marian 
Avenue for all their help and support over the years.

We extend our thanks to Matthew and David for 
the compassionate manner in which they carried out 
the funeral arrangements and to the gravediggers for 
preparing Mary’s final resting place with such care.

We are deeply grateful to all our family and close 
friends, for their ongoing support and kindness 

during this difficult time.

Please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our 
sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude.

A Thanksgiving Mass will be offered for the 
intentions of all who supported us.

May Mary’s gentle soul
Rest in Peace



19

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
AND MONTH’S MIND 

In Loving Memory of

MARIE (NENA) READY
163, St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise

Marie’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in 
St. Peter & Paul’s Church on

Sunday 12th April at 12.30pm

The family of the late Marie 
Ready would like to express 

our sincere and heartfelt thanks 
to everyone who sympathised 
with us on our recent and very 

sad loss.

Her husband Paddy, sons 
Patrick and William, daughter 
Katie, her partner Paddy and 

her grandchildren Bridget 
and Kyle are deeply grateful 
to all our family, friends and 
neighbours who supported us 

during this difficult time.

Thank you to all who attended the wake, funeral and 
burial sent Mass cards, sympathy cards and messages 
of condolence. Your kindness, presence and prayers 

brought us great comfort.

A sincere thanks to Fr. Ciprian for a beautiful and 
meaningful Requiem Mass for Marie. 

A special word of thanks to Heather Fogarty for the 
beautiful singing and to Michelle Bartley for all her 

help with the funeral arrangements.

We would also like to thank Keegan Funeral 
Directors for their professionalism, kindness and 
guidance throughout the funeral arrangements.

A special word of thanks to the staff of the Oncology 
unit of Tullamore Hospital for the care and 

compassion shown to Marie during her illness, to Dr. 
Byrne and all the staff in the Maryborough Family 

Practice and Chemco Pharmacy for all their help and 
kindness.

We would also like to thank Bosco’s catering for 
providing the food after the funeral and to the staff 

at the Parish Centre for their hospitality and facilities 
which allowed family and friends to gather and share 

memories of Marie.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone 
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as a 

token of our sincere appreciation.

Forever loved and sadly missed.
Rest in Peace Marie

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
AND MONTH’S MIND 

In Loving Memory of

JOHN MEEHAN
Newpark, Portlaoise

Who died March 3rd 2026
John’s Months Mind Mass

will be celebrated 
in St. Peter and Paul’s Church on 

Sunday 12th April 2026 at 12.30pm.

The family of the late John wish to extend their heartfelt 
thanks to everyone who supported, sympathised with, and 

visited during our sad loss.
We are deeply appreciative of the kindness and support of 
John’s many dear relatives, neighbours, friends and former 

colleagues who travelled long distances to attend at the 
funeral home, John’s funeral mass, and burial.

We wish to give a special word of thanks  to the members 
of The Heath Golf Club and Portlaoise AFC who 

provided a Guard of Honour for John at his funeral.
Thank you to all who visited, rang, texted, sent Mass 
Cards, sympathised and shared treasured stories and 

memories of John online and in person with us. Your kind 
support shown to us has been of immense comfort to us 

all at this very sad time.
We would like thank Monsignor Byrne, the priests of 
the parish, Declan, Michelle and the staff of the Parish 
Centre for their help and assistance, in particular, Fr. 

Adrian McNamara, who travelled from Stoke on Trent, in 
the UK, to celebrate John’s requiem Mass and leading the 

rosary at the funeral home and the removal prayers.
To Georgina Ireland and Mary Wisely, thank you so 

much for uplifting the celebration of the Mass with your 
beautiful singing and music.

Sincere thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode for 
their professionalism, courtesy, and kindness shown while 

leading us through John’s final journey. 
Our gratitude is also expressed to the gravediggers who 

prepared John’s resting place.
A word of thanks to Dr Burke and Dr Lawlor and all the 
staff at Cedar Clinic, and to Marcus and staff at Breslin’s 
Pharmacy, for all their care and attention over the years.

Our gratitude is also expressed to the Laois Palliative Care 
Team for all their support in John’s final weeks.

It would be impossible to thank everyone individually 
who helped, supported or aided us at this time.

Please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of 
our deepest and most sincere gratitude to you all.

The Holy Sacrifice of Mass has been offered for all your 
intentions.

Rest in Peace John
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of

TONY WALSH
Church Street, Ballinakill
Sunrise: 29th July 1945 –
Sunset: 02nd March 2026

Tony’s Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated 
on Easter Sunday at 11am in 

St. Brigid’s Church, Ballinakill

The family of the late Tony Walsh wish to express our 
sincere thanks to all who sympathised with us and 

supported us in our recent bereavement.
We are deeply grateful to our relatives, friends, neighbours 

and colleagues for your kindness, sympathy and 
generosity. Your visits, messages, cards, food and flowers 
and attendance at dad’s wake, funeral and burial were a 

great comfort to us.
We offer our sincere appreciation to Kilminchy Lodge 

Nursing Home, who looked after dad with such 
compassion and dedication. Thank you also to the HSE 
carers who were a great help and support also while dad 
was at home. Thank you to O’Donnell’s Pharmacy and 
to Dr. John Madden and their staff for their ongoing 

assistance and care.
A special word of thanks to the Ballinakill GAA Club for 
their Guard of Honour, it was very much appreciated on 

that wet March morning.
A special thank you to Fr. Petru Medves, Fr. Paddy Byrne 
and Fr. Sean Conlon for celebrating the Requiem Mass 
and for all their support to our family during this time.

Our heartfelt thanks to the choir for providing such 
beautiful music and song at the Mass. Thank you also to 
Michael Carter, sacristan, for your help and assistance.

We are deeply grateful to all who took part in any way in 
the Mass – it meant a great deal to us, thank you.

We extend our sincere thanks to Dermot and Ray Duggan 
for the professional and compassionate way they carried 
out the funeral arrangements and to the gravediggers for 

preparing dad’s final resting place with such care.
Thank you to The Abbeyleix Manor Hotel for your 

hospitality and exceptional service.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, 

please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our 
heartfelt appreciation.

The holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for your 
intentions.

You were always there when we needed you, no task too great or small.
With a loving heart and willing hand, for us you did it all.

God bless and keep you father dear, and thanks for all you’ve done.
We know that God has given you, the crown you’ve truly won

May Dad’s gentle soul rest in eternal peace

BIRTHDAY 
REMEMBRANCE

BREDA WALSH
(NÉE KEOGH) 

Late of Chelmsford, Essex 
and Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.

Wishing you were here today 
for even just a while, 

so we could say Happy Birthday 
and see your loving smile.

But we’ll gaze upon your pictures 
and think of you with love, 
and hope you’re celebrating 

in Heaven up above.
Forever Loved, Never Forgotten

Always Missed

Matty, Jason, Helena, Emma, Shane, Viola 
and all the grandkids and extended family.

Happy Heavenly Birthday Breda
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SAND
GRAVEL
DECORATIVE STONE
TOPSOIL
BARK MULCH
COMPOST
and much more.

WWW.KYLECON.IE
Visit Our Website Call us on

085 7020537

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A Special Memory
of your Loved One
A Special Memory

of your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved One
A Special Memory

of your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved One
 �����������������������

�����������������
����
��
�	���

�������������
��������������������
������������������

 
 

  
Empathy Counselling  

&  
Psychotherapy 

 
• CCoonnffiiddeennttiiaall  sseerrvviiccee    

• DDiissccrreetteellyy  llooccaatteedd  cceennttrree  iinn  PPoorrttllaaooiissee    

• MMaallee  &&  ffeemmaallee  tthheerraappiissttss    

• DDaayyttiimmee  aanndd  eevveenniinngg  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss  aavvaaiillaabbllee  

MMoonnddaayy  ttoo  FFrriiddaayy  

• WWee  ooffffeerr  aappppooiinnttmmeennttss  ffoorr  aadduullttss,,  aaddoolleesscceennttss,,  

yyoouunngg  aadduullttss,,  ccoouupplleess  aanndd  llooww  ccoosstt  sseessssiioonnss      

 FFoorr  ffuurrtthheerr  iinnffoorrmmaattiioonn  oorr  ttoo  mmaakkee  aann  

aappppooiinnttmmeenntt  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt  SSiioobbhhaann  oonn::  

MMoobbiillee::  008866--88225588551199  

EEmmaaiill::  eemmppaatthhyyccoouunnsseelllliinngg@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  

WWeebbssiittee::  wwwwww..eemmppaatthhyyccoouunnsseelllliinngg..nneett  
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Stoma Support Group 
for Cancer Patients 
and Carers

Tuesday 7th April @ 
2.30pm
Group facilitated by Stoma Care 
Specialist Nurse Anna Bergin. This group 
will provide  stoma advice on the issues 
that affect you every day – from leakages 
to skin protection and much more. It 
offers a safe and supportive space for 
individuals living with a stoma and those 
caring for them.  

If you are interested in availing of this 
free service please contact: 057 868 1492
info@cuislecancersupport.ie

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre
Block Road, Portlaoise, 
Co. Laois, R32 Y8P2
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