PORTLAOISE ) Sixth Sunday

PARISH of Easter
| @
' ' The contribution of the Presentation Sisters and the Parish was
. acknowledged at the cutting of the sod ceremony at the town

centre site last Thursday. The project is underway and will,
when completed provide 52 quality homes and in addition

' | which will breathe new life into this important town centre site.

public parkland, a plaza, community gardens and play areas
\_ SthMay202s )J
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In 1950 Sr. Muriel (pictured) began — fo
teaching at Sacred Heart School and was =
present on Thursday 25th April with
fellow Presentation Sisters, Msgr. John &
and others at the cutting of the sod by :
Minister Darragh O'Brien T.D. marking
another step in the development of the
Old Convent site.
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis
E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie & Lilze Us() fb.com/portiaciseparishlaois

fb.com/portlaciselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Young couples in love promise each
- other that their love for each other
-~ will never die. Older onlookers may
urge caution. Of course, there are
lots of older couples in our
community who are still very much in
love after years and vyears of
marriage, but for every marriage that
succeeds another falls by the
wayside. The problem with our love for each other is that
subconsciously it can be conditional. We can love a partner
who is young and beautiful, but will our love survive when
that partner is old and toothiess and out of shape? We can
love a partner who is successful and dynamic and rich, but
will our love stagnate when that same partner is out of work,
weary and penniless? We might love a partner who is always
cheerful and makes us smile, but will our love fade if that
partner becomes clinically depressed or seriously ilI? When
problems rear their head, does love walk out of the door? We
wouldn't like to admit it at the outset of a relationship, but
human love can be conditional.

God's love of course is unconditional ... or is it? In today's |

gospel Jesus says, "If you keep my commandments you will
abide in my love..." does that sound like a condition? Are we
being told that whilst we are keeping God's commandments
God will love us, but as soon as we are sinful that love will be
withdrawn?

The important thing for us to understand is that God's love
cannot be fickle in the same way that ours is. Human love,
especially if we are a little immature, can be something we
simply bestow on each other. God's love is a state of being.

God's love is simply there and doesn’t go away. It's us that |

chooses whether or not to accept or reject God's love by the
way we choose to live our lives. We can choose to live good
lives and by doing so we will remain in a loving relationship
with God, or we can make poor decisions and step out of that
loving relationship. Living by God's commandments isn't
about following a list of strict rules in return for God's love, it's
about sharing the joy God plans for us by living in a certain
way.

Those of us who have fallen out of that loving relationship
with God haven't done so on purpose. Few of us consciously
make poor decisions... we are all human after all, and we all
make mistakes. For those of us who are in danger of losing
their way in life, Jesus give us one important guideline *This |
command you ... to love one another.”" The next time you
have a tricky decision to make or a dilemma to solve, ask
yourself the all-important question. "Is God’s love for me, and
my love for neighbour pointing out the answer?”

Mass times for the coming week

{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday (Bank Holiday): 10am
Tuesday - Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

Pope Francis Prayer
Intention for May
For the formation of
religious and
seminarians

One of the most disconcerting |
aspects of a family member or|
friend leaving the well-worn
|track of education, career and marriage to follow a
' religious vocation can be the loss of familiar points |
of reference. Family and friends worry that theyi
can't offer advice or that important life decisiunsi
are being made according to criteria that theyi
don't understand. The best policy in these |
situations is to try to listen carefully and without |
| criticism, There is no need for family or friends to |
express support for a possible vocation until they |
are ready to do this sincerely. It's fine for family |
and friends to be honest about their worries as |
long as they make it clear that their love,
acceptance and support will always be there. This
month we are invited to join in Pope Francis'
prayer intention that “...that religious women
and men, and seminarians, grow in their own
vocations through their human, pastoral,
spiritual and community formation, leading
them to be credible witnesses to the Gospel.”

SINTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 10:25-26, 34-35, 44-48
Psalm 97:1-4
1 John 4:7-10
John 15:9-17




MULHALL MEATS

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

s Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Heoring Aids availoble incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
ALDS TO YALUE OF €1000 TO ELIEIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupotional Screening Tests
» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
» Hearing Aid Botteries, Minor Repairs, efc, (incl, pastal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 067 8692289 Mobile: 0BS 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiclogy.ie

= STRECT SAFETY MEASURES I[N PLALCE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®®

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.

JOHN SUGRLUE #5c pmsc Misce MICOLA CALDBECK o5 M50P MAACP
CONOR BOLTON 85 a5 assce

Online booking: www.laocisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Services inclide

Manual Therapy = Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping # Home Visits
Dry Needling e Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Now offering Parkinsons specific Physio

Cpening Hors:

Mon: 9:30am -5:40pm  Thurs: 9:00am -6:30pm
Tves: :fam -6:50pm Az 8:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 2:003m -5.30pm

Thanks as always for vour support
Kind Regards, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic




Vote No 1

Dom Dunne
INDEPENDENT

A NEW FACE & ENERGY FOR CHANGE

7 5
¥ Vi
CEI.EBRATE
WITHUS

Create memorable moments
at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise!

chae maketfe mtrordinn | USHRS®  RERUmEMeA 10am - 2.00pm Daily
e €150  €35pp ' N5 10 W Yewrs
Bt=3th v

L

Dunamaise Arts Cenfre
www dunamaise je | 057-8663355

KIDS

Q57 269 5200
salesportlagissidmaldronhotelscom HOTEL
maldronhotelportiagize.com PORTLAOISE

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

PIANO LESSONS ﬂ
SINGING LESSONS
GROUP KEYBOARD LESSONS

GUITAR LESSONS
UKULELE LESSONS

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION

TUTOR -5ARAH TROY TUTOR -WILLIAM TROY
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING 5 EMAIL TROYMUSICS{EGMAIL.COM EMAIL/WILLIAMTROYMUSIC{EGMAIL COM
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519 S CONTACT: 0852341995

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?




ﬂ»,' DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

WW 'K.E -
— W dun Ehﬂﬂ IE = | Locally owned and locally run
i o = for a personalised, reliable and

S : friendly service at all times. We

- e Sy believe in fast efficient service,

& DU"KEEN o,‘_ R e either the same day delivery or

YOour :.ac.aa. OIL DISTRIBUTOR | ’ a no hassle following day

e ~ delivery with 5 trucks looking

after your area. There has

never been a better time to

arder your heating oil from
Dunkean Oill

Contact Marcus directly

on D86 2904029 (any time)

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlacise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or arder online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Cllr. Caroline
Dwane Stanley

« Peace Commissioner

« Chair of Laois County Council
Housing Committee

I am available to meet Constituents by arrangement from the following areas:

Portlaoise, Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Ballinakill, Spink and Raheen
Tel: 05786 62851



L Business

AL Y
‘ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise R R e
gVl GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

NTER YOU NEED: T0: KNOW.

MERCHANDISER
PROMOTIONAL
IEMY

WIDEFORMAT JEHICLE } PROCUREMENT:
PRINTING GRAPHICY . PICKRPACK

AL

==\ BOOK
HARKETING

PUBLICATIONS

Clanminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11
. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie

G fLin DAL

Viartin Ryan

The Red Door

Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons + Oleo-Mac Baurfguf Hair Salon
= Legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers ;
adl. to No. 1 The Old Abbeyleix Road,
Parriaoise Salf i, \ &
AL Portlaoise
ABBEYLEIX ROAD,
M Offering quiet and comfortable surroundings whilst

providing bespoke Hairstyles to suit all face shapes and
hair types. Exclusively using the premium brand of
Redken Colour to guarantee clients shine and condition.

To book your appointment phone or text;

086-7834041

CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est,, Timahoe Rd., Portlacise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie



Portlaocise Active Retirement Club meets every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre for afternoon of friendship,
fun and activities. New members always welcome.

Monday 6 May; Bowls in S5t. Marys Sports hall, new members always welcome - tuition given.

Wednesday 8": Club in the Parish Centre 3pm, talk by person from H.S.E.

Thursday 9%; Practice for games in DCU at 11am in 5t. Marys Sports hall. Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy 3pm.
Fnr further infﬂrmatlnn please contact P R 0. Sheila at 087-6204617.

Top Scure Frank Keenan | 1 Lady' I'-'Ic-ll*,.r D’Bnen | 2"" Lad*_.-' Berme Cahill | 1* Gent: Angela Brennan
2™ Gent: Ann Marie Farrell | 1* Half: Kit Farrell | 2™ Half: Margaret Flanagan

Raffle; 1% Theresa Mulhare, 2™ Margaret Flanagan, 3™ Liz Cooper, 4" Betty Murphy, 57 P. 1. Cahill,
Whist continues every Tuesday evening in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm.

Correction to Whist results 23 April

Top Score: Mary Dunne | 1% Half: F. Keenan, S. Chester, B. Cahill & P.J. Cahill | 2™ Half: V. Kearns
whlst Ahbexlmx; Ever\f Sl_mt:la'g.-r mght at Elpm in Abbeylem Cumrnunlt'g,r H{:ﬁpltal A!I are welcome.,

Jackpnt on 50 numbers €3 691] Dﬂuble number €1 IDECI and Lnttn €1 15[]

Wﬁ continue each Mﬂndav at 11am in Portlapise Parish Centre. All are welcome. Come
alone or bring a partner. Great music, dancing, fun, friendship and gentle exercise guaranteed,

Contact Catriona Slattery, Laocis Sports Partnership or Maureen Culleton at seanchistin@gmail.com.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday-Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
St. Joseph's Prayer Group; Holy Hour, Adoration & Prayer for vocations, every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.
Portlacise Parish Pilgrimage to Fatima, 13"-20" June 2024; Anyone looking to have their loved ones included in
our daily Mass on our Pilgrimage, for deceased, sick or any special intentions; Mass cards and Mass Bouguet cards
available from Michael and Margaret Houlihan 087-9212028 or any member of the committee, Anyone travelling to
Fatima, Mass will be celebrated Tuesday 28" May at 7.30pm, followed by the distribution of tickets and a cup of tea in
the Parish Centre.

ROSARY LAOIS ALZHEIMER SOCIETY ARE HOSTING THEIR ANNUAL TEA DAY

AT MONDAY MAY 13™ 11AM TO 1PM
= Market Square, 5. 4 Community Centre, Kiln Lane, Mountrath, R32X8HO
Portlaocise All are welcome
This Sunday (R B T D =
and on the \ M2 ' CELEBRATING 30 YEARS OF TEA DAY! >
First Sunday of every month

at 2:30pm. All are welcome. Any queries contact Grainne Roche Duff on 087-6075037

A fietle thought and a [ittle Kindness are offen worth maore than
a great deal of mone: ™ - fofh Rushkin
“The more that you read, the more things you will know,
The more that you learn, the more places you i go.” - Dr. Seuss

Jerrylamogue N.S. Fundraiser
Ladies Night

Juiin us on May 17th-at The Killeshin Hotel @ o @
Portlacisa, ALy
Tickets now on sale simply scan the QR ; A ,él:lx.“ ‘_-_ <
code Open the carnera o your srart L Tl PN -f-':
phone / ipad and haold over the QR code -ﬂ ':,g _" '2'!:
that will bring you to the website to v
purchase the Lickets,

Wa can't walt to see you all there.

All weleome

Prepare for an exciting ewering brimming ‘arh enchanting
b makne b REChniques, Culineny sLprises, and dekectabla
L aefoger crealicial Experancs dairing day-lo-right makeup
makecvers arcl indulge in ool bewatarng dishes copked
In the= dirfryer 8t Thiz event. Additiarally, enjoy @ S0mmes
EED drink dermonsration with. falreshing coddalls - cheers
Ao that! Draght i phosscc o Lo @i ard sl
delianril ribkdes Suring 1he evwant

The Killeshin Hotel, Portlooise

-
@

TODAY! [ s K s W vais froii ey P! : 5.
MaRsuD AT Culnary Arts 4 l'|t~kﬂlq.€"’}‘1




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger
and small tipping trailer for hire.
Richard 085-2529893

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING

= School Cleaning
s General House Cleaning
e Deep Cleaning
. - = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all vour cleaning needs.

087-9737073

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

s Tarmacadam

» Kerbing

e Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

DAVE CUNNINGHAM 46
CARPENTRY SERVICES ,\
Registered and fully insured
All aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Secondary glazing with instant results
Pergolas, fitted Kitchens, fitted
Slide Robes, supply and fit front and
back Palladio Doors
All Maintenance work undertaken
Call Dave 086-8209640
davecunninghamdromi@gmail.com

Mountain View Eco Wood
EEWDDD SALES

in View Eco W
- Met bag softwood logs €4 &
- Met bag hardwood logs €6
- Met bag kindle wood €3
- Trailer load logs (hardwood/softwoad)
- 20kg bags Coal now €15
- Frea dalivery
- Fuel Vouchers Available
- Phane card ar cash payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaocise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

O NOLAN

=" LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service,
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER
AND DECORATOR
20+ Years Experience
: Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly;

O'NEILL PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE SERVICES
Electrical - Plumbing
Carpentry - Landscaping

Domestic, Agricultural and
Commercial. No job too small!

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP

& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

086-0717172 | Tel. Tony 085-2138839 087-9616098
S&R SERVICES FOR SALE GARDENING &
Falntineg Lecalsting Ladies Electric Bike, | POWERWASHING

Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms

General Maintenance

087-4896429

as new, €1,050.
Also 4ft 6" Mattress in
mint condition, €50. Tel.

086-1084356

Lawns, Hedges, Tree Pruning
Powerwashing Driveways etc.
All small jobs.

Ex. Phoenix Park O.P.W. Tel.

Terry 087-3233336




LEAVING AND JUNIOR CERT
EXAM PREPARATION

4 WEEK ONLINE COURSE
WITH A QUALIFIED TEACHER

- Reading and Timing the papers

- Cramming vs paced study

- Study Timetables and Templates
- The night before the exam

- Exam week structure

- Nerves and anxiety

- Relaxation tools and meditation
- Resources provided

- 1 hour parents’ session; how to
best support your child

FULLY QUALIFIED SECONDARY
SCHOOL TEACHER, COUNSELLOR,
LIFE COACH & MEDITATION TEACHER

Dates; Every Sunday
From May 11" to June 1%

Place; Online

Time; 5pm to 7pm

Cost; €180

Fayment plans available

Free Parent Session in weelk 2
Option to attend parent session
without course; 1 hour session €50

For details e-mail;
teachertutor42@gmail.com

TEACHERS RE

For the Summer Programme
at St. Francis Schoaol,
Borris Road Portlaoise.

There are vacancies for the
week 24™ to 28" June,

and 1% to 5 July.
Please indicate if you are
interested in both weeks or
in one of the weeks.

We have also two summer
placement vacancies for
teachers in their final year of
training, May 13" to July 5%,
Please e-mail your interest
and contact details to
office@stfrancisschool.ie

IRED

Ray 085-2055198

TILING SERVIC E

-« Floor and Wall Tiling
"« Total Bathroom Refurbishment
» Walk-in Showers/Disabled
“Bathrooms, including demaolition, =~
re-construction, wiring and plumbing
~# Ensuites added to existing rooms

[ No jobtoo small 1
- Ower 25 years experience
~ Call John 087-9414439 |

RAMPS & RAILS

FOR THE HOME

We install concrete ramps to allow
freedom of movement and steel handrails
to pmvide safe access for everyone

Contact David;

087-2675106

. DAVE
CUNNINGHAM
CARPENTRY LTD.
Experienced
Composite Door Fitter
Supply and instaffation of
APEER & PALLADIO

COMPOSITE DOCRS

Call Dave 086-8209640
davecunninghamdromi@gmail.com

'™ LEGION OF MARY
PORTLAOISE

Public Rosary Rally

11" May at 3pm from the

Church grotto through the

streets of Portlaoise to Market
Square Grotto.

All are welcome to attend.
Please join us in prayer for the
convention of Ireland.

We are currently seeking new
members. Tel. Una 086-2322997

PORTLAOISE PARISH

We would like to advise that the

savings scheme for Lourdes will

end on 16™ May. All fares must

be paid in full prior to this date.
Thank you.

OUR LADY
OF FATIMA

Public Rosary
Saturday
11*" May, 3pm
Our Ladv s Statue, Top Square
All are welcome to join with us

in prayer.

Msgr. John
pictured with
Mark & Phyllis
Kolodziej and
Mary and Bob

Kolodziej from

Wisconsin, USA.

who visited our
Parish during

the week







More photos and video recordings on our website www.portlaciseparish.ie



AS I HAVE LOVED YOU

When you think about things that make you happy
and things that make you sad, it is pretty simple.
When something good happens, you are happy and
< when something bad happens, you are sad. Do you
think Jesus wants you to be happy? Listen to what
Jesus said in our Gospel for today, "As the Father has
loved me, so I have loved you. Remain in my love......
I have told you this so that my own joy may be in you.....

Heavenly Father,
know that you Ilove
your Son and that your
Son loves us.

we

Help us to remain in his
love so that we will be
filled with joy. In Jesus'

name we pray. Amen
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The month of May, traditionally is associated with
devotion to Mary mother of Jesus. Mary holds such an
important role not just in the life of Jesus, but in the
tradition of our Christian culture. Her courageous “Yes”
when invited to partake, in one of the great mysteries in
the history of our salvation, continues to resonate with a
deep sense of hope and grace. Mary is an iconic woman,
courageous, contemplative and deeply empathetic to all
humanity. Mary knew the vicissitudes of what it is to rear
a family. Her kindness and empathy is close to us
especially in this beautiful month of May.

Mary shows us how to listen,

Mary was a young girl living in a culture where she
could have been stoned to death for having a child
out-of-wedlock. She knew the cultural and societal
consequences of her “yes.” She knew what could happen
if Joseph didn't understand. She had reason to fear her
parents’ reactions. When the angel appeared to Mary,
we read in scripture how she was deeply troubled.
Somewhere deep within she found the courage, inner
strength, and grace to respond with full assent, “Let it be
done to me according to your word.” Mary showed us
what it means to listen with full intensity to what God is
asking, God’s invitations may very well demand
everything of us. Deep pondering, heart-centered
attentiveness, and courageous listening are required of
us, too.

Mary shows us how God’s word must be shared;

When Mary visited her cousin Elizabeth, they did not
simply exchange a simple greeting, but one of deep faith.
God’s word is meant to be shared. It cannot be contained
within us if we are to be filled with the life it offers. We
must share it with others, we are invited to ponder the
word of God so that we might share it joyfully with
others.

Mary shows us how to live in God’s word;

Mary lived moments of profound joy as well as profound
sorrow. From losing Jesus in the Temple to the journey to
Calvary, Mary lived these sorrows and anguished deeply.
Mary formed and raised Jesus from the simplicity of her
daily life. She was a person in conversation with God,
with the Word of God, and also with the events through
which God spoke to her. From the Annunciation to
Pentecost, Mary appears as someone whose freedom is
completely open to God’s will and shows us how to live in
God’s word. In this month of May, may we turn to Mary in
our times of joy and sorrow and ask her to continue to
show us the way to her Son. As we strive to grow in
faith and live more fully in God’s word, may we, like
Mary, bring Christ to others.

Pope Francis has talked about this devotion and how
Mary’s faith “unties the knot of sin.” We, too, can be
bound by our own disobedience, Pope Francis explained.
When we do not follow God’s will for our lives, “a kind of
knot is created deep within us.” These knots take away
our peace and serenity. They are dangerous, since many
knots can form a tangle which gets more and more

Timge to ThinkK!
Mary - Queen of the May

painful and difficult to undo. What are these “knots of
our soul”? Knots of financial stress, wayward children,

addiction, illness, depression, divorce, unemployment.
Most of us are dealing with at least one large knot. Not all
of them are the result of our own sin. Some are simply
the painful situations that come from living in a fallen
world. But we know one thing: nothing is impossible for
God’s mercy! Even the most tangled knots are loosened
by his grace. And Mary, whose yes opened the door for
God to undo the knot of the ancient disobedience, is the
Mother who patiently and lovingly brings us to God, so
that he can untangle the knots of our soul by his fatherly
mercy.

Pope Francis Prayer to Mary...

Dearest Holy Mother, Most Holy Mary, you undo the knots
that suffocate your children. Extend your merciful hands
to me. I entrust to You today this knot [mention your
request here] and all the negative consequences that it
provokes in my life. Mary, Undoer of Knots, pray for me.
Virgin Mary, Mother of fair love, Mother who never
refuses to come to the aid of a child in need, Mother
whose hands never cease to serve your beloved children
because they are moved by the divine love and immense
mercy that exist in your heart, cast your compassionate
eyes upon me and see the snarl of knots that exists in my
life. You know very well how desperate I am, my pain,
and how I am bound by these knots. Mary, Mother to
whom God entrusted the undoing of the knots in the lives
of his children, I entrust into your hands the ribbon of my
life. No one, not even the evil one himself, can take it
away from your precious care. In your hands there is no
knot that cannot be undone.

Powerful Mother, by your grace and intercessory power
with Your Son and My Liberator, Jesus, take into your
hands today this knot. [Mention request here] I beg you
to undo it for the glory of God, once and for all. You are
my hope. O my Lady, you are the only consolation God
gives me, the fortification of my feeble strength, the
enrichment of my destitution, and, with Christ, the
freedom from my chains. Hear my plea. Keep me, guide
me, protect me, o safe refuge! Mary, Undoer of Knots,
pray for me.

Amen.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 32,350 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR ACKNOWLEDGEMENT **,:

THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY : In Loving Memory of
FR. EDDIE LALOR

St. Patrick's Missionary Society, Kiltegan, Co. Wicklow
And late of Raheen, County Laois, Dioceses of Eldoret,

Nakuru and Nairobi, Kenya
Tﬂm R}F an And former curate of Portlacise Parish

Ballyfin Rd. Portlaoise The family of Fr. Eddie Lalor would

Kilkenny/Dublin S like to express our sincere thanks
for all the expressions of sympathy
and kindness following our great
loss.

We offer our heartfelt gratitude to
all who attended Eddie's wake,
Requiem Mass and burial. It was
wonderful to hear all of the lovely
stories from so many people whose
T lives Eddie touched and to know
Bridie Flynn that he was held in such high
p regard.
née Keane We sincerely thank Monsignor John Byrne for the use of
Fur‘mer]y CDrrigEEH, the Parish Church for the wake and for his kind support
The Heath and assistance who went above and beyond for us at
such a difficult time, for his very kind words about Eddie at
the funeral Mass, together with the priests of the Parish
and the staff of the Parish Centre.

We thank Fr. Paddy Byme for his help and support prior

to the funeral and for organising the Mass and burial.
A special thanks to all the Priests of the diocese who

Even though T wall through the dankest valfey. || attended the funeral and his confréres from St. Patrick's

" Missionary Society, Kiltegan.
7 jea&z o ewid; gn ga ane itk we; GFOHT @ QA word of thanks to gE!ishop Denis Moriarty for his
!i!-'u!ﬁf - cancfont kind support and for his message of condolence and
and. gour dhey e celebration of the Months Mind Mass,

Special thanks to those who sent Mass cards and sent
messages of condolences both in Ireland and abroad,

we are very grateful.
A special word of thanks to his family at St. Patrick's

Missionary Society for their great care and support to
Eddie over the years. We wish to acknowledge with
sincere thanks all of the staff at 3t. Patrick's, Kiltegan who

looked after Eddie so well especially during his illness.
We also thank all of the staff of St. Vincent's University
H&YTHEYREST IN PE&GE Hospital, Elm Park, Dublin who looked after Eddie with
QOur .sympatﬁy to tﬁﬂrfam:ﬁes. such great care, kindness and dignity.
A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to Thank you to John Halligan Funeral Direclnr'_e., Rathwilly,
the death notice at www.portiaciseparish ie/deathnotices Co. Carlow and to Matthew Keegan Funeral Directors and
David Goode for their professionalism, courtesy and
kindness to us.
Cur sincere thanks to Heather Fogarly and fo Louise
Kavanagh and the choir for the beautiful music and
singing. We also wish to thank the gravediggers for
preparing Eddie's final resting place,
A special thank you to the Knights of Columbanus for the

we tDO ShOUId 1UV6 Guard of Honour and support.

Thank you to Doogue's Bar, Raheen for providing
one angther refreshments after the funeral.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
| John 4:11 : LY please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of
: L our deepest gratitude and appreciation. The Holy Sacrifice
of the Mass has been offered for your intentions.

Rest in " Peave L ddie
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In Loving Memory of %
JOHN DOLLARD

32 5t. John's Square, Portlaoise.
34 Anniversary occurs 4 May 2024,
Life is a beautiful memory,
Death is a silent grief,
You sleep now in God'’s
beautiful garden,
In sunshine and perfect peace.
We miss you oh so very much,
But trust that God knew best,
He let us have you for many
years, and then gently let
you rest.

Sadly missed and never forgotten by your
loving family.

Rt in Leace ~John

In Loving Memory of
Our Dear Mother
EVELYN KEHOE

Late of Main Street, Stradbally, Co. Laois
2rd Anniversary occurs 11t May 2024

Also Our Dear Dad

CLEMENT KEHOE
9th Anniversary occurs 10t May 2024

¢

When ties of love are
broken and loved
ones have to part, it
leaves a wound that
never heals, in an
ever-aching heart.

Wonderful memories woven in gold,
This is a picture we tenderly hold,
Deep in our hearts a memory is kept,
To love, to cherish, never to forget.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Saturday 11t May at 10am.

Sadly missed by your children Paul, Niall, Mark,
Nessa, Clem and Nicola.

Rest in ' RPeace CMom and Dad
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT &
FIRST ANNIVERSARY

In Loving Memory of

TOM BRACKEN

Ardanure, Block Road, Portlaocise.
14t Anniversary occurs 9t May 2024

Tom's wife Nancy and family wish
to express our heartfelt gratitude
for the many expressions of
sympathy and gestures of
kindness shown to us following
Tom's passing.
To our relations, neighbours, wide
circle of friends and to Tom's
customers your presence and
expressions of sympathy and
kindness both in person and
online were a huge source of
comfort to us.
Many thanks to everyone for your Mass cards, letters,
phone calls and messages of support. We send our
sincere thanks to those who called to our houses, brought
food, helped with catering and with general planning and
support to us in every possible way.
We extend our sincere gratitude to those who attended
Tom's wake, funeral Mass and burial, particularly also
those who travelled long distances. We greatly
appreciated all the messages of condolence on RIP.ie.
Sincere thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode of
Keegan's Funeral Directors for their support and
professionalism.
To Colm Dunne and The Heath Cemetery Committee,
thanks for your work and empathy. Hearifelt thanks to
Msgr. Byrne and all the Priests of the Parish for their
support, comfort and beautiful celebration Mass, which
was also kindly facilitated by the Sister sacristans.
Thanks are also extended to Michelle and the staff of
The Parish Centre for their support and assistance, and
to Hare's florists for the beautiful floral arrangements,
Thanks also to Tom's son-indlaw Tony MNorton for
organising and partaking in the music throughout the
service and to the members of The Active Retirement
Group for your roll in the senvice.
A special thank you to the staff of Portlacise General
Hospital who nursed Tom with care during his time with
you, and for the kindness and attention shown to all the
family during that period. We would also wish to express
our heartfelt gratitude and thanks to all the carers who
cared for Tom in the menths prier to his passing and to
Doctor Booth and the staff at The Cedar Clinic for your
kind attention to Tom over the years.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of
our deepest gratitude and appreciation.

Tom's 1 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, Portlaoise, Saturday
11" May at 6.30pm.

Tom will also be prayed for at 9.30am Mass at The Heath
Church on Sunday moming 12" May 2024.

Qbuaimhneas 3¢ ar d anam dilis
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In Loving Memory of
KAY HEAVIN née conion
St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
5™ Anniversary occurs 4™ May 2024

?

S

 §

There comes a time for all of us, when we
must say goodbye, but memories of you
Mather, live on and will never die.

Sadly missed loved and remembered by
Sean, Mary, Brenda, Eamon, Delia,
Patrick and extended families.

Rest in Beace Kay

In Loving Memory of
CLAIRE LOUISE

TAYLOR
Ballyfin Road, Portlavise.

24" Anniversary occurs 8 May.

?

Always in our hearts

Sadly missed, love Daddy, Mammy,
Alison, Cian and Sean-Luke xxxx

May Claire Louise Rest in Reave
In Loving Memory of

51 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
28" Anniversary occurs 7th May 2024.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts, Peter & Paul's Parish Church
on Tuesday 7 May at
7.30am and 10am.
Missing you always Mam
Another day goes by without you,
Anather day to reminisce,
About all the times we shared together,
And everything we miss.
Flowers by vour graveside, photos in a frame,
We still feel you all around us, but nothing feels the same.
[f we could see you for a minute,
We kenow what we would da,
We'd freeze that moment in a heartheat,
So we could stay with you.
We know someday we'll be together, in a place not far
away, and our hearts will not be broken, like it is today.

Dearly missed and loved so much by your loving
sons, daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

CMay Olire Rest in "Reave

e T i 2 2 T T T e T B i B B B i e e i S

OLIVE BRENNAN née Lawlor ?

In Loving Memory of

A Cherished Mother, Grandmother,
Great-Grandmother and Sister-in-Law

KATHLEEN PAISLEY

Dr, Murphy Place, Portlaoise,
7th Anniversary occurred 28th April 2024

If we could visit Heaven,
If only for a day,
Maybe for a moment,
The pain would go away.
We would put our arms around
you and whisper words so true,
That living life without you,
Is the hardest thing to do.
No matter how we spend our
days, no matter what we do,
No morning dawns, or evening falls,
That we don't think of you.

We will love you forever and miss you always.
From all her loving family, extended family
and many friends.

CMay Kathleen Rest in Reace

Also remembering at this time;
Kathleen's late husband Joe, whose birthday
occurred 1= May, her brother Bill Doyle and all

deceased members of the Doyle & Paisley families.

Will those who think of them today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Our Lady Queen of Reae Rray for s

? ANNIVERSARY AND BIRTHDAY

REMEMBRANCE
Of our daughter
AGNES MILLIS GLEESON
26t Anniversary and Birthday away from home.
Late of 0" Moore Place, Portlaoise.

Deep in the heart
lies a picture, of a
loved one laid to rest,
In Memories frame we |28
keep it, because she §
wuas one of the best.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
this Saturday 4'» May at 10am.

Also remember our brother JOE KERRY
6t Birthday away from home.
Late of 148 0'Moore Place, Portlaoise.

Love and miss you always
From all your loving family.

CMay Agnes and ~Joe Rest in ' Peace
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' ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

. In Loving Memory of

DANIEL (Dan) RAFTER

Ballymacken, Portlacise, Laois.

Dan's wife Annette, daughter Mary and

son Daniel would like to thank most

sincerely those who sympathised with

them on the sad loss of Dan.

Thank you to those who attended

the funeral home, Requiem Mass and

/ burial, sent Mass cards, letters of
(ﬂ sympathy and posted messages of
: condolence online,

Qur thanks to Fr. Ciprian for celebrating Dan’s Requiem
Mass.
A special word of thanks to the staff in the Suir Ward of
5t. Luke's Hospital, Kilkenny who attended to and treated
Dan with such care and dignity in his final weeks and for
the kindness and support shown to us as a family. Thanks
also to the staff in CCU, Slieve Bloom and Emo Court
wards of the Midland's Regional Hospital, Portlacise, who
looked after Dan in the early days of his illness. Thanks to
Dr. White, G.P., for his kindness and support.
Thanks also to the care team from Comfort Homecare
who looked after Dan between May and August last year.
Many thanks to Henry Rankin Funeral Directors for the
most professional and compassionate manner in which
they carried out Dan's funeral arrangements and to the
gravediggers for preparing Dan's final resting place.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of
our sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude. The Holy
Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered for your intentions.

My SR forever Gientle OBoul Rt in Rerce

In Loving Memory of
PATRICIA (Patty)

O’HALLORAN

Carlow Road, Abbeyleix.

?

2 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the
Church of the Most Holy Rosary, on
Saturday 11® May at Spm.

Sadly missed by her family and friends.
To love is to remember.

Reast in Peave Ratricia

? ? JAMES REUBEN GEOGHEGAN

In Loving Memory of

1 Bridle Walk, Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurred 3rd May 2024.

You are near,
even if I don’t see you,
You are with me,
even if you are far away,
You are in my heart,
In my thoughts,
In my life, always.

ey

Sadly missed by his loving
son Sean, daughter Elaine,
daughter-in-law Colette,

grandchildren, family & friends.
Rest in ' Reave ~James
? In Loving Memory of ?
' DAVID McEVOY
22 Rossvale, Portlaoise. 25" Anniversary occurred 3™ May.
it broke our hearts to lose you Dad,
but pou did not go alone,
Resting now with Mam in
God's eternal home,
Those special years will not return
when we were altogether,
But memaries within our hearts
will stay with us forever,
Only God knows how much we
miss you, every hour of every day.

Miss and fove you aﬁp‘aju, fmm all your ﬁ:-{-'l'ug famﬁr}'.

oving Memory of '%
JOHN EGAN

Caragh House, Stradbally Read, Portlavise.
7t Anniversary occurred 30 April 2024

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church,
this Sunday 5 May at 12.30pm.

It broke our hearts ta lose you,
But you did not go alone,
¢ Far part of us went with vou,
f The day God called you home.
Rest in peace Dear loved one, thanks for all you've dane,
We pray thot God has given you the crown you truly deserve.

Sadly missed by his loving wife Anne, daughters Jennifer,
Deborah, and Stella, grandkids Corey and Tamin and all
his loving family and friends.

CMay Sohn Rest in Peace
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? In Loving Memory of
: MARGARET BREEN

Fountainside, Abbeyleix.
12" Anniversary occurs 4" May 2024.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the
Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix,
this Saturday 4" May at 5pm.

Sadly missed and never forgotien by your
loving family,

Rast in " Reave CMargaret

In Loving Memory of @'
PETER FENNELL |

Grattan Street, Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs 7t May 2024

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
on Sunday 5 May at 10am.
Will those who think of Peter today,

A little prayer to Jesus say.

Always remembered and loved by the
Walsh and Fennell families.

In Loving Memory of

Rest in Peace Teler
WILLIAM (Billy) BERGIN
Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

1 4”‘- Annfversmjz occurred 294 April 2024.

-g You were always someone special,
R Someone kind and true,
Whao will never be forgotten,
For we thought the world of you.
Missed dearly by his loving wife
Detta, son John and family.

Rest in Peace OX illiam

In Loving Memory of
DENIS (Dor) WHELAN

Kilmurray, Stradbally, Co. Laocis
2nd Anniversary occurred 29t April 24

— . p .
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

the Church of the Assumption, the
Heath, this Sunday 5 May, 9.3 0am.

| Sadly missed, loved and remembered hy
his brother Michael, nieces & nephews.

Rest in Peace Denis
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In Loving Memory of
1 N
RAY BERGIN .~
14 St. John's Square, Portlavise. ..
5" Anniversary away from home - 7* May 2024.
Py Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Tuesday 7 May at 10am.
B We speak your name with love and pride,
We smile with tears we cannot hide,
We thank you for the years we shared,
We love you gave, the way you cared.
So rest in peace dear Ray, love and miss you always.

From your wife Mossie, daughters Martina, Lisa and
Londra, grandchildren and extended family xoxx
Also remembering his son Dean at this time. v.,".’.

Rest in Reave Ray

In Loving Memory of ?
MAIREAD MAHER |

Market Square, Portlaoise.
15t Anniversary occurs 5% May 2024,

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on
Saturday 11™ May at 6.30pm.

As time unfolds another vear,
Memories keep you ever near,
Silent thoughts of time together,
Hold memories that will last forever.

Loved and missed always by your brothers
Nicky and Joe, sisters Ann and Norah,
nieces and nephews, family and friends.

Rest in Peave CMairead

In Loving Memory of
Our Parents

?

ANNE & THOMAS HILLIARD

23 Marian Avenue, Portlavise.
41" Anniversary
..

g

Deep in our hearts you both will stay, missing you
both is a heartache that never goes away.

Sadly missed by all their loving family.
CMay Anne and Chomas Rest in Reave
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MARK DUNNE

Ballycarnan, Portlaoise,
20t Anniversary occurs 15t May 2024,
TSNS Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
-T- Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
' Saturday 4™ May at 10am.
Thinking of the thoughtful things,
That you have said and done,
And loving you a little more,
Dear Marl, for every one.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by your Mam,
brother, sisters and all your loving family.

Rest in Beace Mark
MOCHUAPRINT DESIGN
"‘ For the perfect tribute card for your loved one

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
= oitr bespake memorial cards.

Create a collage of images illustrating
the life of your loved ome with our
expert Design Team.
Al vur Cards are individwally designed
= unigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
Sor additional phoitos or images,

# J4E1N SS"F‘HI* ¢
Portlaise, Co. Leoi

BO57 &6 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie

Traditionally May is dedicated to Mary,
the Mother of God. As we honour Mary,
join us each evening at 8pm for
Rosary at the Grotto. Our Lady - Pray for Us.
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In Loving Memory of ?
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Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior guality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 3B Clomminam
Business Park
Portlacise, Co. Ladis.
RE2 DWT1

Tel: 057 B6G0258 "5
Moblie: 087 2538930

KEEGAN’'S ¥+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

Contact Matthew
087-2549195

David 087-2369887
HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
{opposite the E.5.B. and Candell tractors)
Contact;
057-8620567
PALL; 087-2562137 . %
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ﬁﬁ,ﬁ,ﬁ,l,____ -

0B6-2770095 .




Ukrainian Choir N alv

riends in our Church last Sunday.
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The Heath RS Children Choir
The Lynam Schaal of Irigh Dancing
Mountmellick, Portlaoi

P.hutns courtesy of Photography Rene Desig




Results for
2" May 2024

Lo S DIOIDIO

No €11,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Aileen Charleston Parish Centre
Stephen Dwane Thelma Brown
Mary Thompson 4 Paddy O'Connor
Kevin Davis Match Carmel Whelan
3s
Receive
€250
each

Follow Us y @PortlaciseParis

& Like UsQ

portlaociseparishlacis

Play PARISH

LVEOOE

OMNLINE

whanarpartlaoiseparish ie

Next Week’s Jackpot is €12,000

‘As the Father has loved me,
so I have loved you. Remain in my love.’

Supporting our Parish

Esch one must give as he or she has decided in their heart, not reluciantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerdwl giver’ 2 Corinthians 97

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE1ZAIBKO93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Eh
' Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605
Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

| ;&, Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Deacon Eugene Keyes
s Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and polides can
viewed on our wehsite and our Church Parches,
Diocesan Deslgnated Ualson Person
Ailish Higgins  safeguarding@kandle.ie

_— — — i —— ] T,

Office Hours Monday to Friday 3am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 [/ 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter; @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

{Sacristy phone attended prios to Mass Hmes (57 BRD0119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamead on our website

Iirl Secretary: Julie Conroy
lJ Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to avallability of space
E-mail: linkup@ portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Clalre Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



Laois Garden World

For all your Garden and Timber needs Tel: 057 8621075 3@

8 PACK POT
BEDDING PLANTS

(10.5cm)

& POTS FOR

4 T o
Wirn Chip

|
T s oy it -

T I . = I.I ) 5
Tlling _l:h'rg 1) ' L -
price ol §f lires H_“tl_lg; lor s L i [
Mce of 5 litres

SOLITRE L0
coMPOST QL5

PAVING
CENTRE

PAVING - STONE WALLS - COMPOSITE FENCING - TIMBER FENCING - TIMBER PERGOLAS
ARTIFICIAL GRASS - GARDEN FURNITURE - POLYCARBONATE ROOF SHEETS




