PORTLAOISE Twenty-First Sunday
PARISH

| @ | in Ordinary Time

LEAVING CERT RESULTS

The long wait is ower! We hope you have achieved your goal.

All leaving cert students will be in our thoughts and prayers as you
make plans for your future. May God direct you.

23rd August 2026

Jesu '
g Keep reminding me of the bigger picture
‘ ey over the next few weeks,
A l{eeﬁ me in your hands
I 'L- when all other hands disappear,
L i For | am convinced that neither entry requirements

nor exam results,

neither anticipation nor doubts, neither success
nor failure,

nor any expectations, neither last minute fears
nor anxieties,

nor anything else in life,

will be able to separate me from your love.
made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 B @PortlaciseParis
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Like USG fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois

fb.com /portlasiselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



The Key

Who do you think Jesus is?
bz small children we are
told that Jesus is the Son of

God, &nd we accept it
readily. When we are
I children God is a kindly

father figure who lives in Heaven and listens to our night
pravers. When we are small, Jesus is the baby we see in
the Christmas Nativity scene. When we are a little older,
Jesus is the teller of all those intriguing parables. Cnee we
are young adults we see Jesus as a great teacher, a
healer, a worker of mirades and 2 revolutionary. For
some of us, doubts creep in. Is Jesus really the Son of
God or simply a good man and a great prophet?

In today's gospel Jesus asks his disciples "Wheo do you say
I am?” "You are the Christ,” replies Peter promptly, "the
Son of the living God.” But this wasn’t Peter's opinion
from the start. Peter and the other disciples first met
Jesus as a fellow human being. By working with Jesus and
following his ministry daily, Peter and the other disciples
gradually came to the extracrdinary conviction that God
was working through Jesus; speaking, healing, working
miracles and offering eternal salvation.

Today we listen again to Jesus' question. "Wheo do you say
I am?” It seems that the question is stretching over the
centuries, It seems that the question is aimed not just at
the disciples but at us. Jesus doesn’t want us to give the
answer we've heen taught to give . our answer has to be
from the heart. Our answer might be, "I don’t know!™ Qur
answer might be, "I'm not very sure right now.” Or our
answer might be a resounding, "You are Christ, the Son of
the living God.” Jesus knows that faith is a jourmey and
aur answer reflects at exactly what stage of that journey
w2 have reached.

It may be that we think of Jesus as |ittle more than a
good man and a great prophet. If this is what we believe,
the Bible becomes little more than a book filled with good
stories and sound philosophy. If like the discples we are
convinced that Jesus is the Son of God, all at once we are
apening ourselves to great possibilities.., all at once we
have found the key to life's greatest adventure.

Mass times for the coming week
[Parksh Chunth or athersdse stabed)
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
6. 30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 5.30am

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.20pm Mass.

We welcome Sr. Mary Usifoh of

the Missionary Sisters of OQur

Lady of Apostles who will speak
. at the Masses in our Parish

Church next weskend

{Aug 20th and 30th)
The Sisfers of Cur Lady of Apostles founded in 1878
are dedicaled to spreading the Good News through
service and witness of their lives. Prometing wemen
and the marginaiized s a pnonty 0 their aposiclate,
The OLA Sisters are grateful for all the support over
the years in s0 many ways, and fiey encourage you
to continue in thal support.
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The Beheading of John
tho Baptist

29th August

Thae death of St John the
Baptet ie reporfed in varying
M amounts of detail throughout the
synopdic Gospels and Mark and
Matthew report the event with the most detal. b Nark's
Gospel, Jobn wag arregted and imprsoned becauss of King
Hered's fear of him. But akhough Hercd feared John, he
wirnld not kil him becavse he knew John was a fAghtecus
and haly man, and he liked heanng John speak, Herodias,
Hered's wife, did not share b resoect for John and looked
for any chance to have him killed Hemdias chance cams
when her daughter Salome’s dancing so pleased the
smstten Hemd that he promised har anything she desired.
Herodias prompted her daughler to ask for the death of
John the Bapfe! Hemsd granied her wish and John was
kifled.




ULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Special

Now Only
€22.99kg

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

e,

m‘ Full Range Of Fresh ~~~x F | S H .oc. Available 7 days a week!

HMulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's SuperValu. Phone D57 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST 1+ A Laois Physiotherapy
HEARING AID -2 3 Clinic

Consultant = | T live life physically well

Patricia Kilmartin

B.A.A.T.,M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.L.A.A. | J

(36+ years experience with Private & JOHN SUGRLIE ®5c Msc Aisre NICOLA CALDEECK &% AfEr MAACF
Public Sector (H.S.E.) COMNOR BOLTOMN ese seseamsce  CONOR HORAMN nsc st susce

CILLLAN BERGIN 8 pisr sMisce
+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +

+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth - _lanlsph?smtheramrt:!m .

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO @ 087 666 4808
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

+ Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests A L L E LA S.E E S F D R Eﬂz‘ﬁ

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro
in Clinic:

Senior exercise class Tues, al 11am
Online Pilates every Wed. at 9.30am
Osteoporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In A.H'endance Osteoporosis class every Thurs. at 4pm
10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) In Parish Centre

Mon. mom. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am
Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm
Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

+ Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)

By Appointment Only

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE




Thomas Lacey

v SITE CLEARANCE
AMD FILLIMGS

" VAT REGISTERED
I & FULLY IMNSLUIRELY

o
FAMILY RUN BUSINESS SIMCE THE- 1970s

¥J

057 8670744
086 3844321

i

LACEYTARMAC@GMAIL.COM
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OCCUPATIONAL

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

CAFE & BISTHROD

@

CATERING FOR

] FOR
ALL QACLCASIONMNS

L]

LT ARY
CTHERAPIES

THERAPY

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

v/ Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc)

1/ Handwriting Assessments

v/ Sensory Interventions
v/ Seating Assessments ,/ Assistive Technology

v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits

Book your appointment today 0|
I

Q%‘ o)
Q3 0831506755 :
@ www.originaltherapies.ie ‘

Y info@originaltherapies.ie
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Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois. R32 HF40

Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

— T .._-i_"- =

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, Bx14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle
storage in residential areas, small workshops, office accommeodation, store rooms, games rooms.

M 6 c H UA Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EHT

. 0578634050

pRINT & DESIGN Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF8
MARE AN IMPRESSION . 045433569

Are you Festival ready:

Let usgkgare of all
your pFlﬁﬁg needs!

" Stiéi<ers Posters ~ Business Cards
Vehicle Graphics Flyers 48 = \/ouchers
and lots more acts tobe a .I-m-r-c-ril

I mochuaprint.ie
© © 400060000




BECOME A
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TOGETHER WE CAN END
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My Teaching Philosophy
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CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est., Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

O P E N ‘Mational Learning Network
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Maldron Hotel Portlaoise
offers stylish accommodation,
perfectly located for business
travel or a weekend exploring
our famous, historic town.

When it comes to thrilling flavours and endless
tasty choices, why not start the day with our
Vitality Breakfast or stop by our Grain & Grill bar
and restaurant for the daily carveries, a la carte
Menus and a generous serving of hospitality.

+353 57 869 5900
info.portlacise@maldronhotels.com

. KILLESHIN
s HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB

STEWAR 4

TRIBUTE

Rhythm of My Heart ;-

TICKETS €29.50 | DOORS 8.30PM
SHOW 9.00PM

(057) 8631200 | thekilleshin.com



EXPERIENCED
PLASTERER AVAILABLE

ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING

CONTACT
089-4567213

Y NOLAN

“=m LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All Domestic Plumbing
Solid Fuel & Qil Servicing
Water Softener Installation
Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

HANDYMAN / BUILDER

15yrs Experience in all trades
Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors
Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work
Garden maintenance / Tree cutting /
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

gogreen

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses-Rugs
Professsonally Sleam Cleaned
Sanitized and deodorisad
Contact Darren
D85 836 0DOTT

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

¢ Flooring, tiling, carpets

¢ Fence maintenance and repair

¢ Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
¢ Power Washing
® 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

¢ Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

¢ Sliding Patio Door Rollers

* Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

KITCHEN & FURNITURE

RESPRAYING SERVICE
Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes
with a respray
Highest quality finishes with
the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without
the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298 | Fasou

FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,

lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck

available for hire.

CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

CHEF / COOK
WANTED

Sue Ryder, Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
Hours 9am - 3.30pm
5 days a week weekends included

CONTACT EIMEAR
0578668854

MIDLAMDS LAMNDSCAPING
HE TREE SURGERY

FLILLY CFUWALIFIDD ARND iINSURED

Phone: DBS7AITAST
Laocis f Kildare / Offaly

8



PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

FOR SALE
TWO ARMCHAIRS
IN MINT CONDITION
41" W x 36" D
In the Portlaoise area.
€50 each or nearest offer.

HEALING LIGHT ABUNDANCE

WITH MAGS
LYMPHATIC DRAINAGE MASSAGE
A gentle treatment supporting
lymphatic flow, helping reduce
puffiness, fluid retention and tension
while promoting relaxation and

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@& 087-9080211
DINO DIGITAL

Websites for Local Businesses
& Community Groups
Smart, mobile-friendly sites
From €59/month. No upfront fee.

WWW.DINODIGITAL.IE
CALL / TEXT / WHATSAPP:
087 404 1811
THEDINODIGITALEGMAIL.COM

GARDEN SERVICES

Hedge trimming/tree pruning
Tidy ups/fallen trees cut up
Lawn Turf/spraying etc.
Tree and Hedge Planting.

|I-.l|-|..-:'
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Maornint? Yooa B Breatlvyoirk
ibhilir Tor all Leviels
il at 11800 aem For
Everyone Welcomie Foel
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Hallhway Streal,

wellbeing. TEXT OR RING RICHARD
PH. 086-1084356 CONTACT MAGS 086-0288848 087-9828558
Meitheal Yoza uilhi':ﬂllg.__ GARDENER LAWN AND HEDGE
teady to Move Buttor, Brenthe AVAILABLE

Experienced and local.
Hedge cutting and
general maintenance

TEL: 087 688 5017

MAINTENANCE

Annual Packages available.
Free Quotes.

CONTACT
085-1754009

& portlacise, Co, Laols DM Every Thursday and Friday Night in SL Mary's Hall |
o ...|||'|I|.-c.|.| Vi l._'..- Starts Bpm
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Back to School

(Peter's Confession)
It's back to school time again! Some of you are probably
feeling excited. Some of you may be a little sad that
summer is over. You may feel nervous or a little scared
about going back to school because of all the new things
that you will have to face. You will have new teachers,
some new friends, and some of you may even be going to

a new school.
On the first day of school, the teacher will probably ask some questions to see how much you
already know. When the teacher asks a guestion te which you kKnow the answer, you might wave
wour hand excitedly in the air and say, "I know! I know!" It is a great feeling when you know the
answer, isn't it? It sure helps o take away those "back to school Jitters.”

L o Wasiul " T

In the gospel today, the disciples are going "back to school.” Can you guess who their teacher is?
Right! Jesus is their teacher. Jesus often took his disciples aside to teach them important lessons
about the Kingdom of God. This was one of those days. Jesus began his lesson that day by asking
hiz disciples a question.

"Who do men say that I am?" Jesus asked.

I imagine that one of the disciples raised his hand and said, "I know! I know! Some people say that
vou are John the Bagtist,”

Then ancther of the disciples raised his hand and said, "1 know! I know! Some people say you are
Elijah."

A third disciple raised his hand and said, "Some people say that you are Jeremiah or one of the other
prophets.”

“"Very good,” Jesus said, “that is what other people are saying, but who do you say that I am?®

You know, I think that Peter was so excited that he forgot to raise his hand. 1 think he just called out
to Jesus, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."”

Jesus said, "You are right, Peter. You didn't learn that from listening to other people. It was taught
to vou by my Father in heaven.”

The lesson that the disciples learned that day is just as important today as it was then, Many people
in our world today still do not know who Jesus is. You and [ need to be ready with the answer, "He is
the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Prayer

Dear Father, when people are searching for the answer to the question,
"Who is Jesus?" help us to be ready with the answer.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen

(2
9
ﬁ.ﬂ
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Peter’'s Confession of Christ

Complete the sentences by filling in the blanks with the correct words from the word
bank at the bottom of the page.

1. Some people thought that Jesus was the

2. Others said he was Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the

3. Jesus asked, "Who do say that I am?”
4. Simon Peter answered, "You are the the Son of the living God.”
5. Jesus said, "This was revealed to you by my in
6. “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my o
7. "1 will give you the of the kingdom of heaven.”
8. Jesus wamed his not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
DISCIPLES  CHRIST JOHN CHURCH PROPHETS
YOU FATHER HEAVEN KEYS BAFPTIST

PRAYER CORNER

Thank you, Lord, for the gift of hearing. [ enjoy
listening to so many wonderful things. Please help

me listen to your Good News too.
Amen.

Back to Sc ool
Prayer

Dear God,

Thank you for holiday times
For freedom, family and friends.
Help me to keep these happy times
in my heart.

I am excited to start school.

To spend time with my teacher

and school friends. Guardian Angel
Help me to settle back O Angel of God, my guardian dear,
To whom Ged's love
commits me here;
Ever this day,
be at my side
To light and guard.
To rule and guide. Amen

God Hear My Prayer
God in Heaven hear my prayer
Keep me in thy loving cara.
Be my guide in all I do,
Bless all those who love me too.
Amen

(8

into this school year!
Help me to learn,
to grow In confidence
And to have lets of fun.
Amen.

11




2 Physiotherapy
Clinic

MOVE BETTER.
FEEL BETTER

| F A/ ¢ J Y 'y
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“NISH LESSONS FOR Chir3
~IN5™& 6™ Elnss;,;.

a THURSDAY | =
7-8 PM FOR 10 SESSIONS

e BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT
+353 87 4883617

WE TREAT & REHABILITATE MANY CONDITIONS - sassnsansanss | IN THE PARESH CENTRE
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KEEGAH’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORs| EHIR0ltlaoise)

50 Years of Professional S;w.ric:a in Portlacise. %t _Jj,] J Ewed!mt Jej

& -
? ‘ Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established In 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturling
Contact Matthew superior quality headstones,

087-2549195
David 087-2369887

All work undertaken by Portiacise Stone Centre i3
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftarmen.

Unigque Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special

HENRY RANKIN Wi

Visit our Showroom

FUNERAL DIRECTORS to discuss your requirements

and view our range of
headstones and grave

{]H ? 256 2 1 37 _ accessorles.

www.portlaoisestone.ie
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C ~ COMMUNITY NOTICES

Top score: Tied; Paddy Purcell. 1st Lady: Catherine Galvin. 2nd Lady: Bernie Cahill. 1st Gent: Tied; P J Cahill &
Christy Fitzpatrick. 1st Half: Bridie Kennedy. 2nd Half: Margaret Flanagan. Raffle: 1st Bernie Cahill, 2nd Tom Dunne,
3rd B Kennedy, 4th M Flanagan.

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome, e
lessons available if required; Ctc 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September
2nd) enjoy the summer. Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy
on Thursdays for July and August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.

FATIMA INVALID COMMITTEE Maura O’Brien and the Fatima Invalid Committee express their sincere gratitude to all
those who donated so generously to our recent Church Gate Collection in Portlaoise, The Heath & Ratheniska. Thanks also
to those who helped with the collection. It was very much appreciated.

SUE RYDER FOUNDATION IRELAND HALF PRICE SUMMER SALE continues in our Portlaoise Charity Shop. Our
mission is to provide independent living for senior in our community. We have two residences in Laois. We are looking for
volunteers to join our team in our Abbeyleix & Portlaoise shop.

MOUNTMELLICK HERITAGE SOCIETY EXHIBITION cclebrating 201 years of Mountmellick Work will be held in the
Gallery, Mountmellick Library during opening hours for the month of August. Unique to Mountmellick this while on white
embroidery is a story worth telling and seeing. All welcome.

CONCERN will hold their annual Church Gate Collection at all Masses on Saturday 22nd & Sunday 23rd August.

Your support would be greatly appreciated.

SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline poles,
rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 25th August 2026, St. Fiacc’s Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 43 numbers €1090, -
Double Number €670, Lotto €2950, Bonus Ball €2250.

LOVELY LAOIS HOMECOMING FESTIVAL LINE DANCING Saturday, September 5th, Midlands Park Hotel, 11a.m. with
Maureen Culleton. All abilities welcome. Register with Maureen 087-6482038 or seanchistin@gmail.com.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the
Parish Church. ¥

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in B
prayer and service to Our Lady. i

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

EMMANUEL HOUSE, CLONFERT, H53 E5N6 Day of Prayer and Healing led by Eddie Stones and Team. Sat. 5th Sept.
1lam. Talks, Adoration, Confession, Holy Mass, Five First Saturday Fatima Devotions, Healing Service. Please bring a

packed lunch.
1*: LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

(:1 etta I\e]h Ll
linFH MCE FHI 085 108 8553

* Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home

Nail Cutting & Treatment
Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care
Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management C.CT.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
House Visits Only HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-B6R1TZF  MOBILE DE7-7749519 :
Registered & Insured Practitioner HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? _ |

NGRS Rl

* o ki

X “Jur




P
O
ey
pov WP
ot @ oww
‘“e e‘Os\"
m,add;’\:ga"\s“‘“
A
ady °“$%\?v\°9 o
930" ol
?(. e
N ot
?o\\o eaco
\e?

- ; . . 0 . . .
~ Britain’s prime minister called for serious

reflection after a leading Cambridge Black
professor who faced a storm of plagiarism
accusations died tragically, days after
resigning from a prestigious role at the

University.

Jason Arday, who became Cambridge’s
youngest Black professor in 2023, was found
dead, a huge loss to his wife and young family.
He resigned days previous as professor of
sociology of education after coming under
intense media scrutiny, with weeks of news
headlines alleging plagiarism in his academic
work and questions surrounding claims about
his athletic and fundraising accomplishments.

We live in turbulent times, where polarisation
and extremism are becoming all too familiar.
The Gospels tell the story of how to overcome
this reality. Written in the context of a new
movement, trying to overcome a prevailing
culture, like what’s happening now, was also
the norm back then. Jesus, by his radical
teaching and courageous witness, always
erred on the side of compassion and kindness.

Compassion is vital to our survival as a species
and as individuals in this time of global
turmoil with the rise of authoritarianism and
the destruction of Mother Earth. Cultivating
compassion may be our saving grace. The
literal meaning of compassion is ‘feeling
together with’. Compassion is being moved in
our depths by another person’s experience and
by going beyond our prejudices to respond
with care and kindness to another person’s
suffering.

We are most fully human when we see
someone in the truth of his or her experience
and are moved to respond with kindness and
care. Pausing from how busy our lives have
become and recognising the tenderness of the
humanity of another person restores us to our
humanity. The pulse of care and connection
within us is resuscitated and our hearts beat
freely with love. Compassion is the heartbeat
of humanity, restoring the heart of our
humanity. Its healing can make human again
the hardened heart of another. Compassion
is an untapped human superpower that can
help us shift out of our patterns of control and
dominance. Compassion bridges the divides
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that prevent us from seeing the goodness in
ourselves and one another.

Do we always see the goodness in ourselves?
Think of how often we berate and criticise
ourselves. Focusing an open heart towards
others while closing our hearts to ourselves
is like screaming our way into silence. We can
onlytreatanother with careand kindness when
we have had self-compassion. Compassion
begins at home with self-compassion, which
is frequently missing in our world. Self-
compassion can begin with us becoming aware
of our inner critic. By noticing what we are
saying to ourselves or doing to ourselves, we
can begin the process of being kind and caring
to ourselves rather than beating ourselves up.
This self-compassion is our asset to finding
peace and restoring our sense of self and love.
When we extend to ourselves the care and
kindness that we may do to a suffering child,
it brings us home to ourselves.

When we neglect self-compassion, both
ourselves and our loved ones suffer. Without
compassion, the soul decays. It takes strength
to be compassionate, and it can be difficult.
Many of us are challenged to be like Nelson
Mandela, who invited his jailor of 27 years
to stand at his side during his presidential
inauguration. Ordinary folks like us can be
in awe and inspired by him. Compassion
is not about wishing away unpleasant
emotions; it challenges us to meet adversaries
and those who hold contempt for us in an
empathetic understanding that is forgiving
and restorative. When a person or society is
in despair, it does not care about itself and
certainly not about others. Despair kills
compassion. When we are in despair, we need
an immense dose of awakening to the beauty
of life. Compassion is genuine loving regard
that flows freely from our hearts. It tames the
furies we hold for others as it calms our difficult
emotions and tormenting self-talk. By freeing
ourselves of past hurts and mistakes through
forgiveness and letting go, we learn to live in
the present without worrying about the future
(fear) or the past (regret). Our compassionate
heart is then generous and naturally able to
extend to others. This generosity is linked with
kindness, and kindness is compassion.
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If each of us has that spark of kindness, the
inherent dignity in us will cause us to rise
and demand the justice and equality that is
everyone’s birthright.

Even in the depths of despair, compassion
can spring forth. The path of compassion
reconnects us to the sources oflife and love that
sustain us. It invites us to go deeply inwards,
knowing that we are held and healed in love
and liberated from the inner turbulence that
disconnects us from our compassionate self.
St Paul, in his letter to the Ephesians, reminds
us: ‘Be kind and compassionate to one
another, forgiving each other, just as in
Christ God forgave you.’ |

Prayer for Compassion
Dear Heavenly Father,

help me to be gentle towards every person I
encounter today, in thought, word and deed.
May I recognise that others are facing
difficult circumstances which I know nothing
about.

Oh Lord, that others would encounter you
when they meet me today.

Still my thoughts, bridle my tongue and open
my heart.

Fill me with a spirit of forgiveness and
generosity.

As it be your will, Lord, place the words in my
mouth that others need to hear today.

Help me to share your unfailing compassion
with all people, especially those with whom I
live and work.

In your mighty name, I pray.

Amen.
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

TOMMY BREEN

Formerly Dr. Murphy Place,
Portlaoise.

28th Anniversary occurs 7th

September 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church, on Sunday 23rd August at 11.15am.

Will those who think of Tommy today, a little prayer to Jesus say.

Also we remember his daughter,

BARBARA LAWLOR

on her 5th Anniversary.

No farewell words were spoken, no time to say good-bye
You were gone before we knew it, and only God knows why
Our hearts still ache in sadness, and secret tears still low
What it meant to lose you, no one will ever know.

Always in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.
Sadly missed & remembered by Moira, Vera, Liam, Tom and families.

May Commy & SSarbarx Rest in Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MARY-EMMA FERGUS

Whose seventh anniversary occurs

on 23rd August 2026.

No matter how life changes,
No matter what we do,
A special place within our hearts,
Is always kept for you.

Deeply loved, sadly missed and always remembered by her
husband Bryan, daughters Siobhdn & Bebhinn,
Grandson Lorcdn and Granddaughter Clodagh.

Also remembered by her loving family and friends.

5 Ravin Drave CMary- L mma

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
& IST ANNIVERSARY

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

IMELDA FURLONG
Kilpatrick, Stradbally.

Imelda’s 1st Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
the Church of the Sacred Heart, Stradbally at
6.30pm on Saturday 5th September.

On this her first anniversary, Imelda’s family wish
to extend their sincere thanks and gratitude to family,
neighbours and friends who visited our home, brought

refreshments, attended the wake, funeral Mass and

burial, as well as those who sent Mass cards and
messages of condolence.

A special word of thanks to Msgr John Byrne

who concelebrated Imelda’s funeral mass.

Many thanks to Elaine Lambe for the beautiful singing,
Whelehan Funeral Directors and the gravediggers for
their kindness and professionalism.

We are truly grateful to the staff of the Cedar Clinic,
Chemco Pharmacy Stradbally, the public health nurses
and palliative care team who looked after Imelda
during her illness.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement
as our token of appreciation.

The Holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for

your intentions.

Rast in Reave Smelda

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

1 Parnell Crescent, Portlaoise.
9th Anniversary - 22nd August 2026.

i Anniversary Mass Saturday 22nd at 6:30pm

in St. Peter & Paul’s Church.

Our thoughts are ever with you,
Though you have passed away,
And those who have loved you dearly,
Are thinking of you today.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by her loving family.
Rest in Reace Ratricia

PATRICIA LACUMBER

B
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TO MY KIND, CARING,
LOVING MOTHER

ANNIE GREENE

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
Whose 10th anniversary occurred
on the 21st August.

If I could have a lifetime wish,
A dream that could come true
I pray to God with all my heart
for yesterday and you.
A thousand words can’t bring you back,
I know because I tried
And neither will a million tears,
I know because I cried.
You left behind my broken heart
and happy memories too
I only wanted you Ma.

ALSO REMEMBERING
MY DAD

THOMAS GREENE

17th anniversary occurred
on the 12th July.

e

From your heartbroken daughter AnnMarie,
son-in-law Peter, grandkids Tanya & Courtney,
great grandkids Kelsie & Kayla.

Always in our hearts Ma & Da until we meet again.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MICHAEL BOWE

Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
26th Anniversary occurs on
20th August 2026.

To us you were someone special

Someone set apart
Your memory will live forever
Engraved within our hearts.

Sadly missed and always remembered by Sean, Patricia,
grandchildren and great grandchildren.

Rest in Reace CMichacl

TREASURED MEMORIES OF

CHRISTOPHER DWANE

28 O’Moore Place, Portlaoise.
| 20th Anniversary occurs 27th August 2026.

We did not know that morning, what sorrow the day would bring,
When a heart of gold stopped beating, and we couldn’t do a thing,
It broke our hearts to lose you, but you did not go alone,

For part of us went with you, the day God called you home.

Always remembered by his loving mother and family.

CMay Christy (Rest in Reave

th

ISTANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

TOMMY O’BRIEN
115 St Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Church this Sunday 23rd August at 12:30pm.

ICushand

Loved with a love beyond all telling
Missed with a grief beyond all tears,
To the world you were but one
To me you were the world.

Loved and missed every day by your wife Kathleen x x

id
Of all the special gifts in life

However great or small,
To have you as our Dad
Was the greatest gift of all.

May the winds of love blow softly
And whisper in your ear
“We love and miss you Dad
And wish that you were here”.

Deep in our hearts, your life is kept
To love and cherish, not forget.
No more tomorrows we can share
But yesterdays are always there.

A silent thought, a secret tear
Keeps your memory ever near.

In our hearts forever
Sons Jack, Paddy & (Thomas) Flicker and
Daughters Catherine, Ailish & Amy, Son-in-Law Philip,
Daughter-in-Law Marie, Paddy’s Partner Jeniffer,
Grandchildren & Great Grandchildren
& Close Family Friend Caroline xx

COrandad

Wonderful memories woven in gold
This is a picture I tenderly hold.
Deep in my heart, your memory is kept
To love, to cherish, never to forget.
Loved and missed dearly
Your granddaughter Ella Rose x

Rest in Reave Commy
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

LIAM LOUGHNANE

Rathnamanagh, Portlaoise and Galway.
Whose 1st Anniversary occurs
22nd August 2026.

Forever loved and greatly missed.

From his father Gerard, Jamie, Rachel & Cillian,
Mary Rose, Ryan & Ruth.

Also remembering his mother Eileen at this time.

My Liam Rest in Rece

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

EDWARD (NED) McEVOY

Capoley, Portlaoise.
28th Anniversary (30th August).

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
Saturday 22nd August at 6:30pm.

Time unfolds another year,
Memories keep you very near.
No need for words except to say
You are loved and missed each passing day.
Just a prayer from those who loved you
Just a memory fond and true
In our hearts you will live forever
Because we thought the world of you.

Loved and remembered everyday by Sarahann, Ailish, Mary, Joe,
Breda and families. Also thinking of our Mother Madge at this time.

CMay Zdward Rest in " Reace

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PADRAIG BRENNAN

Grennan, Attanagh, Laois.
Whose 2nd anniversary occurs 22nd August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St. Peter & Paul’s Church on
Sunday 23rd August at 12:30pm.

Two years have passed since you went away,
Yet you're loved and missed every single day.
Not a moment goes by without a thought of you,
For the love you gave remains forever true.

Though we cannot see your smile or hear your voice,
Your memory lives on in our hearts by choice.
Until we meet again, you'll never be far
Forever loved, forever missed, our brightest star.

Love Mam

Sweet are the Memories that never Fade.

My Ridraiy Rest in ' Reave

A IN LOVING MEMORY OF

¥ MICHAEL
¢ FRANCES
WALSH

Late of 48 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise,
whose anniversaries occur at this time.

Although death has separated us physically,
Faith and love have bound us eternally,
Though we cannot see you, we know you are here with us,
In our every thought, as we think about you each day.
Though we cannot touch you, we feel the warmth of your smiles,
As we turn the page to a new chapter in our lives.

From all your loving family.

Chlam & Dad Rest in Reave

th

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
ELIZABETH
(BETTY)
KEEGAN

8 Beechfield and formerly

Market Sq. Portlaoise.
9th Anniversary occurs 25th August 2026.

Though your smile is gone forever,
And your hand we cannot touch,
We shall never lose sweet memories,
Of you, we loved so much.

Gone from our home your smiling face,
Your cheerful pleasant ways,
The heart that won so many friends,
In bygone happy days.

Your voice keeps whispering gently,
Loved ones be brave and true,
At the end of life there is sunshine,
I'll be waiting and watching for you.

Also remembering her loving husband,

Peter Keegan who died 18th February 1992.

Fondly remembered and always in our thoughts,
Sfrom all your loving family.

CMay Chey Rest in ' Reave

17




IN LOVING MEMORY OF
OUR LOVING CARING MOTHER

ANNIE GREENE

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
10th Anniversary away from home
occurred 21st August.

We lost a mother with a heart of gold
How much we miss her can never be told
She shared our troubles and helped us along
If we follow her footsteps we will never go wrong.

We miss you from your fireside chair
Your loving smile and gentle air
Your vacant place no one can fill

We miss you mother and always will.

She was a mother so very rare
Content in her home and always there
On earth she toiled, in heaven she rests

God bless you mother, you were the best.

Each time we look at your picture
You seem to smile and say
Don’t be sad but courage take
And love each other for my sake.

Also remembering our father THOMAS,
whose 17th Anniversary occurred 12th July.

Love and miss you today and always from your daughter
Mary, sons Christy, Joe & Paul, sister Ellie, daughters-
in-law Caroline & Esther, grandsons Keelin & Joe,
granddaughters Leanne & Dylal.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JOHN MAHER

Grange, Stradbally.

13th Anniversary occurs at this time.

Sunday 23rd at 10am.

A whisper on an August evening,
You heard a gentle call,
You took the hand of Jesus,
And gently left us all.

Sadly missed by his loving family.

Rest in Reave ~John

Anniversary Mass in Ratheniska Church this

B

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANNA MARIE O’ BRIEN

59 Hillview Drive, Portlaoise.

Saturday 22nd August at 6.30pm.

Always cherish your wife and mother,
Because ours is gone forever,
And we miss her every day.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by her
loving husband Paddy, daughter Gabrielle, and family.

Rest in Reave Amna ChMarie

5th Anniversary occurs 21st August 2026.
Anniversary Mass in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

KATHLEEN DOYLE

45 St. John’s Square, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurred 17th August 2026.

Kathleen

August comes with regret.

It brings the day we will never forget
You fell asleep without goodbye
But memories of you will never die.

Sadly missed, loved always by your loving husband Joe
and sisters-in-law Ellen, Guggie, Mary & families xxx

Rest in " Reave Kathleen

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MICHAEL DALTON

4 Borris Little, Portlaoise.
6th Anniversary occurs 27th August 2026.

Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure,
Loving you always,
Forgetting you never.

Sadly missed by his loving wife Margaret, family and friends.

Rest in Reace CMichasl

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MARY CLOONEY
Shanahoe Rd, Ballytarsna, Abbeyleix.
13th Anniversary - 20th August 2026.

Your memory is a keepsake
From which we’ll never part.

God has you in His arms;
We have you in our hearts.
Always remembered, never forgotten by
your daughters Anne & Patricia, sons-in-law Eamon & Aidan,
grandchildren Réisin, Tommy, Sedn & Conall.

Rest in Readce Chary

th
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Results for
20" August 2026

QPO (05)(14) (20) o)

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINMERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Barry Keams Parish Centre
Jim Tuohy Paul Dooley
Caroline Begadon Luey Kelhy
Damian Dunne 11 Josephine Fitmpatrick
Murt and Hazel Match Carmel Whelan
Barbara Moore 3s Barbara Moore
Alan and Owen Bernle Lalor
Ula Ciupa Receive Peter Ryan
Anna Mai & Eddie €91 Peter Ryan
Laiju Kurian each Parish Centre
Sheila Bergin Ioan Bergin

Play PARISH

OOOQ@@ Follow Us¥ =

— g HLINL—— .g,[.ikEU‘-in = ot
warwr. portlaciseparish.ie

Next Week's Jackpot is €20,000

Twenty-First Week in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 22:19-23 Psalm: 137:1-3, 6, 8
Romans 11:33-36 Matthew 16:13-20

Supporting our Parish

Each ang must gho &5 he o sho hes decioed i ther hear, nal refucfantly or
under camouision, for God dwvied a cheadul phesr 7 Corinthisen 97

Registered Charity Mumber 20015848
Please choose a way to make your cantribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directhy to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: [ESIAIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this GR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facilivy

Clergy of the Parish
Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
&
ﬁ
Deacon Eugene Keyes

Tel: 057 8621142
L & Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 B600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre du office hours
9am - Spm  Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 052134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Parches.
Diccesan Designated Liakon Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.is

I_*_af,r:_i:h i _l".;entre

L.r“‘-

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mall: infe@portlasiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis

MAMNAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
a,gm_un_u Michelle Conray

Er S\rbll and sr. Julie

all Ma-.- g3 and vervices from I|1f F‘nrl:.h- f_'h-l.rl:h and
the Heath Church &re live stragmeed on our welsite

I' LINK UP
lq Monday to Thursday
b S9am to Spm
Eunta:*t Maw Schwer
E-mail: Iinkup@pnnlaniseparish ie
Advertising deadline: Tuesday S5pm
PARISH SHOP

057 8621142 - Claire Scully




As Connect
Laois

WE ARE HIRING

FINANCE & OPERATIONS MANAGER

We are seeking an experienced accountant to join our
Senior Management Team

The successful candidate will:

* Play a vital role in ensuring effective financial
management across the Company

* Provide financial insights that shape
organisational strategy

o Work closely with the CEO and the Board of
Directors to support growth

 Gain experience in management accounting,
grant monitoring, financial planning, governance
and stakeholder engagement

 Join a collaborative team where your
contribution makes a tangible difference to
communities across Co Laois.

CLOSING DATE
Scan QR code for job ATH SEPTEMBER 2026

description or visit
Send cover letter & CV to @

www.connectlaois.ie
recruitment@connectlaois.ie




