Sixteenth Sunda
PORTLAOISE ; ; S
PARISH in Ordinary Time
The day concluded with a concert at "An Din” outdoor space [the former

Scoil Mhuire playground) where they were greeted by the Malva

19th July 2026 Ukrainian Choir,
We have many reasons to be "‘Proud of our Place’
T — _—

Portlaoise Welcomes Pride of Place Judges

k Vincent Booth, Chairperson of Portlaoise Tidy Towns said:
l p “We have been working hard to make sure that Portlapise is shown off at

its very best to the Pride of Place judges”. As they were brought on a tour
of the town,
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 B3 cerortiaciscraris

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Like Usﬁ fb.com/portlaciseparishlaocis
fb.com/portlaciselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Wheat and
Weeds

Jesus compares the
Kingdom of Heaven to afi
field in which the master
has sown good seed. Inf
the night, an enemy g8 p
comes and plants weeds,
so when the crop grows it
is a mixture of wheat and weed. The servants’ instinct is
to pull the weeds out, but the master demands that the
bad grow alongside the good he himself will sart the
wheat from the weeds at the final harvest.

It's a typical Palestinian problem, the damel weed, which
looks just |ike wheat in its early stages is a8 menace to the
harvest. The roots of the darmel weed intertwine with the
roots of the wheat. To pull the darnel out can jeocpardize
the harvest. Similarly, just as its hard to tell the
difference between wheat and damel, so It's not always
easy for us to tell the difference between good and evil. A
bad person can change and become good, and a
seemingly good person might not be as virtuous as we
imagine. It's best if we refrain from judging; this job is
best left to God,

In films and novels, the good guys always win and the
bad quys always get their come-uppance. Happy endings
satisfy our human sense of justice, but in reality justice
seems strangely elusive. We come up against evil time
and time again. Sometimes we get so angry that we want
to take justice into our own hands. Sometimes we are
incensed that God can allow evil to grow alongside good,
but before we get too irate, maybe we need to stop and
take a good long ook in the mirror. What makes us so
sure that we're not weeds too? Where did we get that
assurance that we are represented in the parzble as the
wheat?

Rarely is reality black and whita. We all have good and
bad inside us. We all need to change, and we all deserve
the opportunity to make those changes, Perhaps this is
the reason Jesus’ advises us to leave the evil to grow
alongside the good. As Martin Luther King Jnr. once said,
"God's purpose is not wrathful judgement. God's purpose
is redemption, and the road to redemption is by way of
reconciliation.”

Mass times for the coming week
[Parkih Church & ot Rl slated)
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
6. 30pm (Saturday)

B8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12 30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturda'.l' After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

Wea welcoms into sur
Parish Community
Miro Eliel lvankowvic, Woodgrove
Sophie Rita Dunne, Kyletalesha
Hannah Mariam Sajin, Ferndale
Ezekel Taving Tomy, Ballyvora
Who wers baptised last weekend.

Thought for Today!
When you must say something negative, try to
balance it with something positive.
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warmth of the sun and

increased daylight.

Thank You for the beauw I see all around me
and for the opportunity to be outside and enjoy
Your creation. Thark You for the increased
time [ have to be with my friends and family,
and for the more casual pace of the summer
saason, Draw me closer to You this summer.
Teach me how I can pray no matter where [
am or what I am doing. Warm my soul with the
awareness of Your presence and light my path
with Your Word and Counsel. As 1 enjoy Your
creation, create in me a pure heart and a
hunger and a thirst for You.

Giving Thanks
For Summer

Father Creator of all,
thank You for summer!
Thank wyou for the




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1921

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€16.99/kg

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

AUDIOLOGIST T & A% Laois Physiotherapy
HEARINGAID 2¥ | Clinic

Consultamnt : O live life physically well
" :

Patricia Kilmartin ) ! H :
B.A.A.T.,M.L.S.H.A.A.,M.LA.A. X § The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.,

(36+ years experience with Private & B JOHM SUGRLUE ssc ssrasiscr  MICOLUA CALDBECK B5c Mt AALcr

I/

Public Sector (H.S.E.) COMNOR BOLTON gy pdceanser  COMOR HORAN ase pive pimce

CILLIAN BERGIN e myc piscr
+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +

+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth - www.iamsph‘rsmthﬂrapy:hmc. .

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO . nﬂ? E_EE 43‘]3
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

* Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests A L L c L_A SS E s F D R 2‘}26

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro
In Clinic:

— e . : : Senior exercise class Tues. at 11am
* Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service) Online Pilates ry Wed. at 8.30am

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

Ostecporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In Attendance Osteoporosis class every Thurs, at 4pm

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) Int Parish Cenire

Mon. morn. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am
Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm

7 QIS (i7 Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
: e : . : : : IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE




YOUR UNIQUE UNFAIR TREATMENTS AT WORK?

AMTAGE ATl el TR IlaRsea il SD il e Dl il T T
e i ERMET COMDATASCH CETY BN, P -Ley rlsfars] W] i = 4 0as Taadl o ]

BN W muq-mr.:ﬂ'rs-unduwM sty Aets
UNFAIR.IE/DISABILITY | ol anons

EMEIL: INFOEUNEAIRIE

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

PILGRIMAGE

o
WNINOGK SkRINIE

SUMNMDAY 16™ AUGUST
2026

bues Teanes
FORTLAOISE Lyster sq. 9am
MOUNTMELLICK 9.15
TULLAMORE 9.45 am
BOOK YOUR SEAT

WITH FULL PAYMENT OF
30 |

MAURA @087 1210263 on
HELEMA & 0B7 9611331

DROPFTO THE PARISH CENTRE

. Y

Thomas Lacey

v SITE CLEARANCE
| AMND FILLIMNGS
» KERBIMG
W MECHAMICAL

CPREADER
SFREADE

'l o' DRAINAGH

| o VAT REGISTER
& FULLY INSUR
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FAMILY RUN BUSIMESS SIMNCE THE 1970s
£ d

PORTLADISE, CO. LADIS

057 8670744
086 3844321

LACEYTARMAC@GMAIL.COM



MOCHUA

PRINT & DESIGN
MARE AN IMPRESSION

P

Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

L 0578634050

Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF8
. 045 433569

Are you festival read
Let us?k?are of all

your pﬁltmg needs!

Stickers

Tel:

a0 Gretta Kelly
085 108 8553

\‘ul a’fl DipkEH MCFHP MAFHP

L‘““ Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home

Nail Cutting & Treatment
Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care
Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

LAOIS JET H i'i'H’ SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 05T-RB681720  MOBILE UGX7-774051%
HAVE YOU A PROEBELEM WITH YOUR DRAINSY

Posters Business Cards

Vouchers

Flyers

B "'llll ™Al
CTHERAPIES

OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering
home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

v/ Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc.)

v/ Handwriting Assessments
v/ Sensory Interventions
1/ Seating Assessments ,/ Assistive Technology

v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits

Book your appointment today El 0|
QY 0831506755 E 72

@ www.originaltherapies.ie

< info@originaltherapies.ie




Portlacise Parish Fatima Pilgrimage 2026

On Thursday 18™ June 2026, 113 Pilgrims returned from a very successful
Portlacise Parish Pilgrimage to Fatima, Portugal. Pilgrimage Director,
Maura O'Brien, and her fellow committee members ensured that all pil-
grims were taken care of during the 7 days in the Avenida hotel. Pilgrims
took part in the nightly Blessed Sacrament procession and the Rosary and
. candlelight procession in Sanctuary square,

Mass was held in Fatima Parish Church where the 3 children were bap-
tised. The group also took part in the International Mass and went on
tour to Colmbra, where they visited the Carmelite convent of 5t. Lucia.
Mass was also celebrated in the Church of the Holy Cross where 5t. An-
thony was ordained as an Augustinian Friar in 1220.

On Monday 15"
June, six men from the group carried our Lady's
statue in the candlelight procession at the Cape-
linha. The group also visited Santarem where
Mass was celebrated in the Church of the Eucha-
ristic miracle.

Maura and her group organised a very success-
ful raffle while in Fatima. All proceeds were do-
nated to the Dominican Nuns of the Monastery
of Perpetual Rosary which is located just outside
Fatima. Maura wishes to thank all those who
sponsored prizes.
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® COMMUNITY NOTICES

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 14™ JULY

Top score: Sheila Duff. 1st Lady: Paddy Purcell 2nd Lady: Sadie Chester. 1st Gent: Liz Cooper 2nd Gent: Mary

Delaney 1st Half: Paula McEvoy 2nd Half: P.J. Cahill. Raffle: 1st S. Chester, 2nd B. Cahill, 3rd C. Fitzpatrick

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome,
lessons available if required; Ctc 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September
2nd) enjoy the summer. Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy
on Thursdays for July and August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.

SOCIAL CHESS CLUB PORTLAOISE Portlaoise for adults only (male and female). The next chess meetings will be held

in Portlaoise Library on Saturday 18th July & Saturday 8th August between 1 pm - 4pm and it is free. Board games are
provided in the library. The Portlaoise Social Chess Club website is https://portlacisechessclub.ie  Chess games are usually
held every two weeks in the library, Check the website for clarification of dates and times.

FOURTH WALL LAOIS THEATRE If you would like to be part of this very talented group in an ACTING ROLE we would
love to hear from you - Male & Female ACTORS of all ages are welcome to contact us. Ph. Kevin: 087-9614235 or follow us
on Facebook.

LAOIS DOWN SYNDROME CHURCHGATE COLLECTIONS will be taking place on the weekend of the 25th and 26th of
July in Portlaoise, The Heath and Ratheniska.

LAOIS TRADITIONAL SINGERS’ CIRCLE First Thursday of every month. Next session 6th August 2026 . 9pm Humes’
Bar (Tadhg Ogs) Portlaoise. Folk songs, sean nés, ballads, stories and recitations welcome. contact Niall 0872313093

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.

ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.

ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the
Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come

together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.

For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

CONSECRATE YOURSELF TO THE EUCHARIST on the Feast of Our Lady of Knock! Human Life International Ireland
will be leading a 33 Day Consecration to the Eucharist online with videos uploaded each day. Starting 19th July - 20th
August, on the HLI Ireland YouTube Channel. You can participate by watching the videos, or get the book “How to Be His”
by Fr Jesse Maingot OP.

PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 24TH-28TH AUGUST 2026. Have your loved ones included in our
daily Mass during our pilgrimage. Mass Bouquets available from Kitty Timmons 087-9506634, Mary Byrne 085-2829231,
John Egan 087-1254841. Any candle requests contact any of the above and we will light them for you in Lourdes.

THE KNIGHTS OF ST COLUMBANUS - Thanks to all who supported so generously our annual Church Gate collection
over the weekend of 27th/28th June. All monies raised will go towards projects in Co Laois.

PORTLAOISE ADVERTISE WITH LINK UP TODAY!
PARISH !f’

Helping Local Brands Make a
l' BIG IMPACT

CONTACT
057 86921 54
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BICYCLE REPAIRS &
CAR TYRES REPAIRED

Cheapest in Laois
Also car washing
Videography for Weddings

Y NOLAN

“=m LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
¢ Power Washing
® 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

elJr-El SHOP: 057 8620135 089 445 9958
087-0053578 | 087-7546815 www.jacknolan.ie www.kukic-hms.ie
PAT LALOR 'g;g;':rYf(N';Ugg:\T,rc'zE WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
TARMACADAM Qualified Cabinet Maker * Hinges & Handles
Church Avenue, Stradbally Transform your kitchen / wardrobes | o Letterboxes
Tarmacadam ) with a respray ] ¢ Sliding Patio Door Rollers
Kerbing Highest quality finishes with ¢ Window & Door Draught Proofing
Drainage the colour of your choice Fully Insured

Free Quotations / VAT Registered

TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

Have your dream kitchen without
the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,

lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck

available for hire.

CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

gogreen

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses-Rugs
Professsonally Sleam Cleaned
Sanitised and deodorised

Contact Darren
085 836 0OTT

A GREG
l,.;:;‘; THE HANDYMAN
oM. CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

¢ Flooring, tiling, carpets

¢ Fence maintenance and repair

¢ Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All Domestic Plumbing
Solid Fuel & Qil Servicing
Water Softener Installation
Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

ROOM TO RENT
SINGLE OCCUPANCY

Portlaoise Town
400m from the Church
Clean, quiet, safe house

Rent €650 p.m.

PHONE / TEXT DANIEL
087-6464804

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

HANDYMAN / BUILDER

15yrs Experience in all trades
Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors
Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work
Garden maintenance / Tree cutting /
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

8

RAMPS & RAILS

FOR THE HOME

We install concrete ramps to allow
freadom of movement and stes| handrails

to provide safe access for everyona
S AT Ty :..--.- .I_I.-Ji!_-_".;-;:'.q_ﬁ

Contact Conor

087-2675106



PMC HOME
IMPROVEMENTS

CALL 085 113 4470

Roofing
Guttering

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@& 087-9080211

i .

Hope Foundation

PFariah Cenire Port | ankas
Subxiralay 18" July
[ LT

SUE RYDER KILMINCHY
RECRUITMENT

Are currently recruiting a
kitchen staff member to join our
existing team for weekend work.

Hours are 10am - 3.30pm

CONTACT EIMEAR ON
05 78668854

Every Thursday and Friday Night bn 5t Mary's Hall
Starts Bpm

Borgs o8y fog Frees: [ gl s an poeeiy o P Bpefaoor e o © Mo

| New Lwn Constructions
Sod/Seed options
Robot:c Mowmg Solutions
Sales/lnstallatlon/Serwce

Green Space Profess:onals

and Sports Surfaces

086 770 5510
057 864 6889 4% :



Weeds in the Garden

I have weeds in my garden. I made sure that I planted my garden
in good soil, and yet, 1 still have weeds. As you probably know, one
of the biggest enemies of a good garden is weeds. Weeds will rob
the soil of the nutrients that help your plants to grow and many

times they will choke out good plants. What can you do? Well, you
could take a hoe and chop down the weeds, but if you do that, you
will probably chop down some of the good plants by accident.

Another way to get rid of the weeads is to buy some weed killer. This stuff will really kill the weeds.
The biggest problem with weead killer is that it doesn't know a tumble weed from a tomato plant, It
kills every plant that it touches. Sometimes, it is best just to leave the weeds alone until it is time to
harvest the crop. Then you can separate the weeds from the good plants.

One time Jesus told a story that compared his church to a garden that was infested with weeds,
Sometimes there may be people in the church that don't really belong. They do things that aren't
very loving and they don't seem to believe what the Gospel teaches, They sometimes say hateful
things about the other members of the church and try to hurt them. They are like weeds in a
garden. We have to be very careful about trying to remove those people from the church. In his
story, Jesus said that we shouldn't worry about pulling up the weeds that grow around us. If we do,
we may do more harm than good. He suggests that we leave the weeds for God to take care
of - and concentrate on doing what he wants us to do - which is producing good frult,

Whenever you see someaone in the church that you don't think should be there, baefore you grab your
hoe or your weed killer, remember the advice of Jesus. Just leave it up to God to separate the weeds

from the good plants. If we try to take matters into our own hands, we will prebably do more harm.

Prayer

Dear Father, help us to love one another and leave the matter
of judgment in your hands. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

More than a sign

Sometimes, we can look and look, search, long, beg and
pray for a secret message from God, just for us. But Jesus is
right there in front of us, in our neighbour, in the poor, in
the sacraments and in his word. Jesus loves us, draws us to

heliness, and fills our hearts with the wisdom of God.

10




The Parable of the Weeds

"When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds
also appeared.” Matthew 28:26 (NIV)

1 2
3 4
5 16
7

ACROSS DoOWwN

3. The time of gathering crops. 1. The place where God is.

5. Stories told by Jesus to teach his 2. A grain that is ground into flour used in
followers., cooking.

7. A plant that crowds out the good plants. 4. A small pod placed in the ground to

8. A building used for storing grain and grow a plant.
housing farm animals.

WEEDS BURN SEED HARVEST
HEAVEN WHEAT BARN PARABLE
TR MAVWHTFOQBBEWG QTIS
HRMPSY T UKDTYHOA.
CLGATUAETFTIFHEOSB
) FRREAPSLMNYGOA D
OHOAQWEKRODMGPTT
TTWBMCSXOEVVDFPA
DD EL FGJ ENOTZBWUTOD
SOW GROW X AHEVTCEEXTIKRIM
FIELD WEEDS B GJ AV I UCADUDTULWMNTCECHMH
MCWHRMXZQVVEMIA
WA RN G Q CER RV I MDUPVWVEBY
UPROOT PARABLE L GARETLTEJXPAUPDUY
HARVEST HEAVEN S OW 1 BDT SEAGLZREK
WHEAT BURN ) WOVUTSHTSXBLNDO
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One day a farmer’s donkey fell into

a well. The animal cried piteously for

hours as the farmer tried to figure out what

to do. Finally, he decided the animal was

old, and the well needed to be covered up

anyway-it just wasn’t worth it to retrieve the
donkey.

He invited all his neighbours to come over
and help him. They all grabbed a shovel and
began to shovel dirt into the well. At first,
the donkey realized what was happening
and cried horribly. Then, to everyone’s
amazement, he quieted down. A few shovels
load later, the farmer finally looked down
the well. He was astonished at what he saw.
With each shovel of dirt that hit his back,
the donkey was doing something amazing.
He would shake it off and take a step up.

As the farmer’s neighbours continued to
shovel dirt on top of the animal, he would
shake it off and take a step up.

Pretty soon, everyone was amazed as the
donkey stepped up over the edge of the well
and happily trotted oft!

Life is going to shovel dirt on you, all kinds
of dirt. The trick to getting out of the well
is to shake it off and take a step up. Each of
our troubles is a stepping stone. We can get
out of the deepest wells just by not stopping,
never giving up! Shake it off and take a step
up.

I love this story from Katharine Hepburn’s
childhood;it’s beautiful, in her own words....

“Once when I was a teenager, my father and
I were standing in line to buy tickets for the
circus.

Finally, there was only one other family
between us and the ticket counter.

This family made a big impression on me.

There were eight children, all probably
under the age of 12.

The way they were dressed, you could tell
they didn’t have a lot of money, but their
clothes were neat and clean.

The children were well-behaved, all of them
standing in line, two-by-two behind their
parents, holding hands.

They were excitedly jabbering about the
clowns, animals, and all the acts they would
be seeing that night.

By their excitement you could sense they
had never been to the circus before. It would
be a highlight of their lives.

The father and mother were at the head of
the pack standing proud as could be.
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The mother was holding her husband’s
hand, looking up at him as if to say,

“You’re my knight in shining armour.” He
was smiling and enjoying seeing his family
happy.

The ticket lady asked the man how many
tickets he wanted?

He proudly responded, “I'd like to buy eight
children’s tickets and two adult tickets, so I
can take my family to the circus.” The ticket
lady stated the price.

The man’s wife let go of his hand, her head
dropped, the man’s lip began to quiver. Then
he leaned a little closer and asked,

“How much did you say?” The ticket lady
again stated the price.

The man didn’t have enough money.

How was he supposed to turn and tell his
eight kids that he didn’t have enough money
to take them to the circus?

Seeing what was going on, my dad reached
into his pocket, pulled out a $20 bill, and
then dropped it on the ground. (We were not
wealthy in any sense of the word!)

My father bent down, picked up the $20 bill,
tapped the man on the shoulder and said,
“Excuse me, sir, this fell out of your pocket.”
The man understood what was going on.

He wasn’t begging for a handout but
certainly appreciated the help in a desperate,
heartbreaking and embarrassing situation.
He looked straight into my dad’s eyes, took
my dad’s hand in both of his, squeezed
tightly onto the $20 bill, and with his lip
quivering and a tear streaming down his
cheek, he replied;

“Thank you, thank you, sir. This really
means a lot to me and my family.”

My father and I went back to our car and
drove home.

The $20 that my dad gave away is what we
were going to buy our own tickets with.
Although we didn’t get to see the circus that
night, we both felt a joy inside us that was
far greater than seeing the circus could ever
provide.

That day I learnt the value to Give.

The Giver is bigger than the Receiver.

If you want to be large, larger than life, learn
to Give.

Love has nothing to do with what you are
expecting to get — only with what you are
expecting to give - which is everything.

12
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The importance of giving, blessing others
can never be over emphasized because
there’s always joy in giving.

Learn to make someone happy by acts of
giving.”

- Katharine Hepburn

St. Luke’s Gospel beautifully reminds us all.

“Give, and you will receive. Your gift will
return to you in full pressed down, shaken
together to make room for more, running
over, and poured into your lap.

The amount you give will determine the
amount you get back.”

Generosity defines the heart of God.

God’s love is a gratuitous gift for all of
us. when we respond and say yes to
this liberating love, in turn, we begin
to share much more with kindness and
compassion. May we grow in that rich grace
of faith hope and love.

sl

“History says, don’t hope

On this side of the grave.

But then, once in a lifetime
The longed-for tidal wave

Of justice can rise up,

And hope and history rhyme.”
- Seamus Heaney

hcart
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SHAWS

Portlaoise

SALE

INSTORE & ONLINE

www.shaws.ie

*T&Cs and exclusions apply

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
* % k&

VOW

A beautiful celebration of love.

(057) 8631200 - sales @thekilleshin.com SO
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Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died

Mary O’Regan (née Cuddy)

The Hermitage, Portlaoise, Laois / Mountrath, Laois

Michael Brennan
Moate, Ballinakill

HMay Chey Rest S Reave

Cur Qdympathies Ars With Cheir sfamilies 5,

MONTH’S MIND
REMEMBRANCE FOR

f; FINTAN KAVANAGH
Derry, Portlaoise.

Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated in
St. Peter & Paul’s Church
Sunday 19th July at 12.30pm.

Will those who think of him today
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Deeply loved and missed by his family & friends.

CMay sFintan Rest in Reave

a3

B

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
& MONTH’S MIND
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

BRIDIE (BRIDGET)
ROHAN
(NEE BRANNIGAN)

Annegrove, Shanahoe, Laois.

Bridie’s Months Mind Mass will be offered on
Sunday July 19th at 12pm

with some light refreshments in the hall afterwards.

The family of the late Bridie Rohan would like to thank everyone
who attended her recent wake and funeral.

To our wonderful neighbours and Shanahoe Community who
turned out in force to help with car parking, serving food and
assist in digging the grave.

We will forever remember your generosity and support
during this time.

We would also like to thank all who cared for Mam in the last
few years, Dr Madden and his team in Abbeyleix, Evelyn Casserly
and her assistants in Casserly’s Pharmacy,

The staff in Abbeyleix Community Respite Centre, our Public Health
nurse Denise and a special word of thanks to the Comfort Homecare
team who became part of our family while looking after Mam,
allowing us to keep Mam at home at all times.

Thanks also to Fr Paddy Byrne and Fr Petru Medves for visiting
Mam in her home and for a beautiful funeral Mass, to Seamus Burke
undertakers for such attention to detail and sensitivity to the family,
and to Tina, Aisling, Margaret and John for the beautiful old hymns
which really added to the celebration of Mam’s life on the day and
to Mary our Sacristan.

Thanks to Bosco’s catering for the beautiful food in the hall
after the burial.

We trust this acknowledgement will be accepted by all as an
expression of our everlasting gratitude.

With thanks from John, Anne-Marie,
Mary-Clare and Brian Roban

Reast in Rreave SBridie

th

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

OLIVER CLEAR

Late of 32 Liogard Portlaoise.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,

Sunday 26th July at 11.15am.

Now God has called you to His home above,
There to protect you with eternal love,
Often at night when we pray for you,

I hope you look down and pray for us too.

Sadly missed, always remembered by all your loving family.

CMay Oliver (Rest in Drace

27th Anniversary occurs 23rd July 2026.

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ELIZABETH (LILLY)
KINSELLA (NEE WALSH)

Ballinlough, Ballyroan, Laois.
2nd Anniversary on 15th July 2026.

|
s

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Patrick’s Church,
Ballyroan Sunday 26th July at 9.30am.

Lovingly remembered and sadly missed every day by
her devoted husband John, son Ray, daughter Marie,
grandchildren, and siblings.

Forever in our hearts.

Rest in Reace Llizabeth

B
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ANTHONY WALSH

Late of 1 Oaklawn,
Ballyfin Rd., Portlaoise

11th Anniversary — 15th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church Saturday, 18th July at 6:30pm.

We hold you close within our hearts,
and there you shall remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives,
until we meet again.
Lovingly remembered and sadly missed every day by
your sons_John and Tony, your daughter Catriona,

daughter-in-law Lisa, and your grandchildren.
Also remembering Anthony’s beloved wife Kay at this time.

My Anthony Rest in ' Reace

B

TREASURED MEMORIES OF
OUR DEAR MAMMY & NANNY

PATRICIA O'BRIEN
(NEE RICE)

of Cherrygrove, Portlaoise.

whose 6th anniversary occurs on 17th of July.
and whose birthday occurs on the 24th of July.

CAtcammy

To your resting place we visit,
Place flowers there with care,
But no one knows the heartache
when we turn and leave you there.

Missed beyond words your daughters Yvonne and Sandra also John
and your grandchildren Gordon, Evan, Teagan and Grace xxx

Chlay Ratricia Rest in Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

KEVIN FRANCIS

MURPHY
Late of Beladd, Portlaoise.
Died 23rd July 2003.

23rd Anniversary occurs at this time.

Time unfolds another year,
Memories keep you very near,
No need for words except to say,
You're loved and missed each passing day.

Sadly missed by your loving wife Mary, daughters Sinead & Niambh,
sons Cathal and Tadhg, son-in-law James, daughters-in law Clare
& Susan, grandchildren, extended family and friends.

My Keovin Rest in Rece

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PATRICK FARRELL

39 St. John’s Square, Portlaoise.
38th Anniversary occurs
18th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Sunday 19th July at 12.30pm.

He left us quietly, his thoughts unknown,

But left us a memory we are proud to own,
So treasure him Lord in your garden of rest,
For when on earth, he was one of the best.

From his sons, daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, sister-in-law,

grandchildren, great-grandchildren, extended family and friends.

My Ratrick Rest in Rece

P BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
- A N IN LOVING MEMORY OF

(e, 5 JANE SHIELS
Formerly of Dr. Murphy’s Place,
whose birthday occurs 14th July.

We know you are in Heaven Mam
But your love never leaves our heart.
Today is your birthday
We know you're dancing with the angels,
And your love continues to
Shine on us each and every day.
Happy Birthday Mam.

Love your sons Billy & Pat, daughter Nancy.
Son-in-law Sedn, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Rest in ' Reave ~Jane

th

16TH ANNIVERSARY OF OUR
MOTHER AND GRANDMOTHER

ROSALEEN KERRY

Late of 48 O’ Moore Place, Portlaoise.
Died 21st July 2010.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church on Tuesday 21st July at 10am.

Heavy are our hearts today,
Memory brings you back once more,
To the time you were with us,
To the happy days of yore.

Sadly missed by all her loving family and friends.

My Rasileen Rest in Reace
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

THOMAS (TOM) LALOR

Late of 19 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs 19th July 2026.

Life is a beautiful memory,
Death is a silent grief,
You sleep now in God’s beautiful garden,

In sunshine and perfect peace.

We miss you oh so very much,

but trust that God knew best,

He let us have you for many years,

And then gently let you rest.

Loved and sadly missed by his loving wife Bernie, daughter Anne-Marie,
son-in-law Blane and grandchildren Harley and Bella-Rose.

Reast in Reave Com

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

JULIA QUINN

Limetree Avenue, Kilminchy.
1st Anniversary occurs

28th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St. Peter & Paul’s Church on
Saturday 25th July at 6.30pm.

Those we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us every day.
Unseen, unheard, so very near

So loved, so missed, so very dear.

Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by her loving family.

Rest in ' Reave ~Julix

IN LOVING
MEMORY OF

CISS & HAR

DUNNE
Ridge Road /

Glendowns,

Portlaoise.

Died 26th July 2025 and 1st June 1990. R.I.P.

1st and 36th Anniversaries occur at this time.

>

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St. Peter & Paul’s Church,
Sunday 26th July at 11.15am.

Love is a golden thread
That links us one and all.
We heard it in our mother’s voice
Whenever she would call.

We felt it in our father’s touch.
His strength made us secure.
We feel it still in daily life;
It helps us to endure.
Always in our hearts and never forgotten
remembered by all your loving family.

Moy Gliss and FCar Rest in Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

SADIE ¢ PETER
COUGHLAN

! Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.
Sadie’s 2nd Anniversary occurred 17th July 2026.
Peter’s 18th Anniversary occurs on 20th August 2026.
Anniversary Mass for Sadie & Peter will be celebrated in Sts.
Peter & Paul’s Church, on Monday 20th July at 10am.
Those we love remain with us
For love itself lives on
Cherished memories never fade
Because one loved is gone
Those we love can never be
more than a thought apart
For as long as there is a memory
They live on in our hearts

Sadly, missed and always remembered by their loving family and friends.

o CMay Chey Rest in Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

THOMAS (TOM) KELLY

147 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
13th Anniversary occurs 19th July.
Missed so dearly.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church, on Sunday 19th July at 12.30pm.

I lost my life companion, a life linked with my own,
And day by day I pray for you, as I walk through life alone.
The house you left is lonely and I am lonely too,
Those left behind are good and kind, but my heart still aches for you.

Always remembered by his loving wife Frances and family and friends.

Rest in Reave Com

MONTH’S MIND REMEMBRANCE
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

RICHARD BUCKLEY

Grenville, Portlaoise.

Who died on 23rd June 2026.

Month’s Mind for Richard will be celebrated in St. Peter’s
& Paul’s Church on Saturday 25th July at 6.30pm.

Deeply loved and missed by his loving Wife & Family.

Rest in Reaace (Richard

B
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF
DESMOND (DES) RANKIN

Annebrook House, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs 20th July 2026.

It’s lonely here without you,
We miss you more each day,
For life is not the same to us,
Since you were called away.
To your resting place we visit,
Place flowers there with care,
But no one knows our heartache,
When we turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed and remembered by your loving wife Maureen,
your daughters Anne and Mary, son-in-law Trevor and
grandchildren Ben and Anna.

My Des Rest in Reave

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PADDY DOYLE

64 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
25th Anniversary occurs 23rd July 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, Sunday 19th July at 10am.

It broke our hearts to lose you, but you did not go alone,
For part of us went with you, the day God called you home.
Rest in peace Dear loved one, thanks for all you've done,
We pray that God has given you the crown you truly deserve.
Sadly missed, loved and remembered by his wife Nan,
daughters, sons-in-law, grandchildren, great grandchildren.

Also remembering his son Patrick and
daughter-in-law Virginia at this time.

Rest in Reace Readdy

B

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

NANCY (ANN)
FRAWLEY

Borris Little, Portlaoise

Ist Birthday away from home
19th July 2026.

We just wanted to wish you a
Iappy SSirthday

You are so missed.
Thinking of you especially today on your birthday.
Wish we could be celebrating with you.
We can’t even put into words
how much we are missing you.
Wishing you your first birthday in Heaven.

We love you so very much.

Your daughter Sylvia Deevy, son in law Pat, son John,
daughter-in-law Tanya, grandchildren Craig and his wife Aine,
Becca and partner Jay, and great grandson Pdidyi.

Rest in Reace HNancy

th

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

BRIGID LEWIS

(NEE WHELAN)
“Inch” Stradbally, formerly 3 Dr. Murphy
Place, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs 28th July 2026.
Anniversary Mass — St. Peter & Paul’s Church,
Saturday 25th July at 10am.

Along the road to yesterday
That leads us straight to you
Are memories of happy days together we once knew.
Time unfolds another year,
Memories keep you very near,
No need for words except to say,
You are loved and missed each passing day.

Loved and missed always by all her family and friends.

Reast in Reave SBrigid

IN LOVING MEMORY OF
ESTHER (BABS)
WHELAN

3 Dr. Murphy Place Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs 24th July 2026.

Anniversary Mass - Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Church on Saturday 25th July at 10am.

The beauty of a memory
Is that it’s always there,

Like a penny in your pocket,
You can take it anywhere.
And when your heart is heavy
And your eyes are filled with tears,
You can focus on a memory,
And travel through the years.

Your heart can visit happy times,
When laughter filled the air,
And the presence of your loved one,
Will lessen your despair.

So as you travel on in time,
Take comfort as you go,

In a lifetime of “sweet memories”,
Of one who loved you so.

Loved and remembered always Mam/Granny.
From all the family.

Reast in Reave L sther
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

BETTY PHELAN
(NEE MCLOUGHLIN)

Ballytegan, Portlaoise.
Whose 3rd Anniversary
occurs 20th July 2026.

Deep in our hearts you will always stay
Loved and remembered every day.

Dearly missed by her husband Joe,
daughter, sons, extended family and friends.

Rest in Reave SSelly

MAKE AN IMPEESSION

ASPECIAL MEMORY
fOEYOUR [OVED ONE

Clonmlnam Bus1nes§Tark 11_'.
rtla01se, Co. Laois R32 EH11 “"E.,i

L. 057 86 34050
& info@mochuaprint.ie
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4 * & www.mochuaprint.ie
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€ WALK THE CROS

257, 28T & T September 2026

Baginning at 5t Brigid's Church, Kildars
Day 1: Holy Mass at =30am, followed by the walk 10 Maass
W S e e S ronr Haas walkine e Bt At ha

hiurck r Croko P el i el &0
Day ¥: Eucharistic Procession from Saint Agatha's to Croke Park
ending with Haly Mads, Denediction & talk from Father Mark Garing

e www.walkthecross.ie

+ KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlacise.

X,
=%

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
087-2562137

F’qmtlr 0ise)
2[S1ong) Gentie

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established In 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones,

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is.
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unigue Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements,

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
ACCEsEOres.

Linil 38 Clenminam
Business Park
Porllaoise, Co. Laoés.
A3 DT

Tel: 057 BEGOZGE
Mioblie: DET 2538930

www.portlacisestone.ie




Results for
16" July 2026
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No €15,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER

MNoel O'MNeill Eoin Byrne
Marie Reilly Parish Shop
Lorraine & lohn Rock i7 Online Lotto
Mary Reddy pateh Mary Daran
Paddy Lalar as Lotto Gift
Antonia O"Neill Receive Geraldine O'Neill
Anne and Baby Eabha €59 Anne Brennan
Barry McGill Ann Brennan
Noel Hilliard ench Liz Hilliard

Chris Carroll John O'Reilly
John Walsh Peter Ryan

Pat & Margaret Fennell Peter Ryan

Pat Hyland Parish Centre
Liam & Willie Cloonay Paul Dooley

Peg Russell Bernie Phelan
Breda Conroy Breda Conroy
Peg Russell Heather Mortimer

Play PARISH

QE@@@@ Follow Usy &=

-G HLINd E'LIEEUSE il

itk oL oHeparish.

Next Week’s Jackpot is €16,000

Sixteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19
Psalm: 85:5-6, 9-0, 15-16
Romans 8:26-27 Matthew 13:24-43

Supporting our Parish
Each gno miush phve @5 he of she hes deoded m ey hoart, mol refuchanily o
LA COMDUAERVL oy Godl iowed & St Gy 2 Corinthiasn 97

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
avallable at Church porches and FParish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN; IESIAIBK93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN; |E12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this OR Code ta take ywou
diracly 1o our Dopate Taciliny

Clergy of the Parish
Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
&
ﬁ
Deacon Eugene Keyes

Tel: 057 8621142
L & Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 B600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre du office hours
9am - Spm  Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 052134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can

viewed on ouwr website and our Church Porches.
Diccesan Designated Liakon Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.is

I_*_af,r:_i:h i _l".;entre

L.r“‘-

— T

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mall: infe@portlasiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis

MAMNAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
a,gm_un_u Michelle Conray

all Ma-"e: lnd verwices from I|1f F‘nrl:.h- f_'h-l.rl:h and
the Heath Church &re live stragmeed on our welsite

. LIMNEKE UP
lin
U

Monday to Thursday
Sam to Spm
Contact: Mary Schwer

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie
Advertising deadline: Tuesday S5pm

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Elegant candles
for your special
day

W\ AT OUR PARISH SHOP:
¥ 8\ MONDAY TO FRIDAY,
/ 9AM - 5PM.

Contact LU}

O 057 862142
Ext : 1007

our personalized candles and cards.



