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9th August 2026

Nineteenth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

Saturday next, 15th August, Cemetery Mass at the
Church of the Assumption, the Heath.

Procession & Rosary at 7pm followed by Mass

Please God we will have a fine evening enabling us
to celebrate outdoors. Full Mass timetable page 3.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 - B3 erortiaciseparis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & Like Uso fb.com/ portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Peter

on the Sea

Ta the amazement of his
friends, Peter cdimbed over the
side of the boat. Before his feet
even touched the water, he
knew that it was really Jesus
out there waiting for him.
Afterwards he was never able
to describe what it was like to
walk on water, and he needed
the other disciples to confirm
for him that it really had happened. He remembered a
strange sensation of euphoria, a little bit like the first
time his father, John, had taken Rhim with him out onto
the open water.

Jesus was not moving. Was he close? Was he far away?
It was Impossible to tell. It was as if the distance between
him and the Lord varied according to the thoughts and
feelings in his heart, And just when Simon started to feel
proud of what he was doing, a gust of wind blew in
between him and Jesus, and somehow in that moment he
lost sight of the Master. Far from the boat, without Jesus
in view, he suddenly found himself suspended above the
restless lake. The only thing he could do was sink. And In
fact, he felt himself plunge down, not only into the water,
but also into the dark thoughts and doubts that had
tormented him all night leng. His anguish was complete:
he realized that he was  sinking not cut of weakness but
oput of pride and that death would not seal his
powerlessness but his rebellion,

At that very moment, he saw Jesus looking at him.
It was a look that forgave everything, and Peter reached
out for it with a cry that seemed to come from his inmaost
depths: “Lord, save me!™ (Mt 14:30). At that same
instant, a hand was grasping his own, firm and warm like
a sunny shore.

Thought for Today!

When fear becomes our main focus, we start sinking; when Jesus is our
main focus, we can walk on waler. Peter's walk on water was shord kved
because he took his eves off Jesus. He noticed the surging walers and
became afraid. Peter learned an important lesson that day that we should
not ignore. When we let fear rule, we sink, Life is full of storms, big storms:
and little storms, Unless you consistently abide in Him and keep your
&yes on Jesus, you will sink. Keep your eyes on Him. Someatimes Jesus
i5 going to ask you to take a msk and frust him by being the first fo step
out of the boat,

Mass times for the coming week
[Pasiuh Chunch o atharwise slated)

Monday to Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
Friday: 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm (Vigil for Holy Day)
Saturday 15th August
Feast of the Assumption
Fri. 14th 7.30pm [Vigil), 5at 15th: E.30am & 10am
Cemetery Mass Heath: 7.30pm
Sunday
6. 30pm | Saturday)

B.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass,

HEATH CEMETERY MASS
Saturday 15th August.
Feast of the Assumption
Procession & Rosary 7pm
Followed by Mass

We welcome into our Parish Community
Kara Linda Maher, Manzn Avenus
Zara Pauling Moran Smimowva, Maryborough Crescent
{ Eden Thomas OiConnor Frigl, Dunamaise View
Who were baptised last weekend.

Assumption of the
Blessed Virgin Mary
Saturday 15™ August
Saturday’s feast s a
celebration of Mary's life and
her assumption into heaven.
Mary is a model of vocation
and fidelity, a fidelity that
demands self-knowledge
courage and sacrifice. For
those of us who feel we have
no wocation we could learn many lessons by
studying Mary's brand of discipleship. Motiva-
tion is key. Mary's motivation was to support
God’s plan. Nothing Mary ever did or said was
for her own glory. At the same time there can
be few people who could claim to have led a
more challenging or  rewarding life than

Mary's.




ULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Special

Now Only
€18.99/kg

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

i

m‘ Full Range Of Fresh ~~~x F | S H .oc. Available 7 days a week!

HMulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's SuperValu. Phone D57 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST

(en T Laois Physiotherapy
HEARING AID | ) i Clinic

Consultant - . live life physically well

Patricia Kilmartin / p
B.A.A.T.M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.L.A.A. ‘ | r The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise,

(36+ years experience with Private & IOHN SUGRLE sse sesranscn NICOLA CALDBECK asr strsre seadce
Public Sector (H.S.E.) CONOR BOLTON #se stceanzes  CONDR HORAN f5e atse Mrce

CILLIAN BERGIN s5c arse piscr
+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +

+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth L www.iamsphvsmhﬂrapy:hmc. e

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO . ﬂﬂ? EEE 43{]3
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

« Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests ALL c LA SS E S F D R 2026

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro
In Clinic:

o o . : . Senior exercise class Tues. at 11am
* Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service) Online pif-ﬂlﬂﬁ ry Wed. at 8.30am

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

Ostecporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In Attendance Osteoporosis class every Thurs, at 4pm

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) Int Parish Cenire

Mon. morn. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am
Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm

By Appointment Only Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
: . : : : : : IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE
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MOUNTMELLICK 9.15

TULLAMORE 9.45 am
BOOK YOUR SEAT

WITH FULL PAYMEMT OF
€30 |

MAURA @087 1210263 ow
HELEMA & 087 9611331

DROPF TO THE PARISH CENTRE

wLACEY.,

Thomas Lacey -
»" TARMACADAM v SITE CLEARANCE
o' COMCRETE AMND FILLINGS
» KERBING »" DRAINAGE

» MECHAMICAL » VAT REGISTERED
SPREADER & FULLY IMSURED

il i

FAMILY RUN BUSIMESS SINCE THE 1970s

fJ

PORTLADISE, 0. LADIS

057 8670744

086 3844321

.

LACEYTARMAC®GMAIL.COM

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792
E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est., Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie




| \
Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois. R32 HF40

Tel; 087-9444098 [/ 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, Bx14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of 5teel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle
storage in residential areas, small workshops, office accommeodation, store rooms, games rooms.

M 6 c H UA Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EHT

. 0578634050

pRINT & DESIGN Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF8
MARE AN IMPRESSION . 045433569

Are you Festival ready:

Let usgkgare of all
your pFlﬁﬁg needs!

" Stiéi<ers Posters " Business Cards
Vehicle Graphics Flyers 48 = \/ouchers
and lots more acts tobe a -I-H.I-HEL

O IS mochuaprint.i€
© & 4000060060




Cemetery Maass at Clonkeen

We warmly invite everyone to join us for the
annual Cemetery Mass at Clonkeen on

Wednesday the 12th of August at 7pm.

This ancient 6th-century church site is one of the
most sacred places in our Parish — a final resting
place for generations of families from South Laois,
including many who were laid to rest outside the
old boundary walls. Standing together in prayer
here is a powerful act of remembrance,
honouring those who came before us and keeping
their memory alive. All are welcome to gather
with us in this historic graveyard and share in a
moment of community, faith, and gratitude.

Eircode R32HX53

Laois
Inclusion
Games

Rugust 14th - 16th

Visit @VIPHubLaoois
On Social Mediao For

More Info & Registration
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Unit B2, Clonminam,
National Enterprise Park,
Ceo. Lacis, R32 NH30

#lLaocisInclusionGames
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BOOK YOUR APPOINTMENT
+353 87 4883617
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Bocciao

VI & Blind Galf
Para Swimming
VI Junior Soccer
FPara Athletics
wWhaelchalir
Basketball

Pora Toble Tennis
Soccer Far All
Para Cycling

VI Rugby

Para Tennis
Kayaking
Bawling
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PERLONALISLD CARE
TALOMD 1O YOU

+353 87 4883617



Maldron Hotel Portlaoise
offers stylish accommodation,
perfectly located for business
travel or a weekend exploring
our famous, historic town.

When it comes to thrilling flavours and endless
tasty choices, why not start the day with our
Vitality Breakfast or stop by our Grain & Grill bar
and restaurant for the daily carveries, a la carte
Menus and a generous serving of hospitality.

+353 57 869 5900
info.portlacise@maldronhotels.com

. KILLESHIN
Fan 3 HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB

STEWHR 4

TRIBUTE

Rhythm of My Heart -

TICKETS €29.50 | DOORS 8.30PM
SHOW 9.00PM

(057) 863 1200 | thekilleshin.com



CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

TEL: 086 378 5327

By appointment only
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

Y NOLAN
e LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
¢ Power Washing
® 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally
Tarmacadam
Kerbing
Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered
TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

KITCHEN & FURNITURE

RESPRAYING SERVICE
Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes
with a respray
Highest quality finishes with
the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without
the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

¢ Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

* Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,

lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck

available for hire.

CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

gogreen

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses-Rugs
Professsonally Sleam Cleaned
Sanitised and deodorised

Contact Darren
085 836 0OTT

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

* Home improvements and repairs

¢ Flooring, tiling, carpets

¢ Fence maintenance and repair

¢ Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

¢ All Domestic Plumbing

¢ Solid Fuel & Qil Servicing
e Water Softener Installation
¢ Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

FATIMA CANDLE

Will be lit at 10am Mass in the
Parish Church Thursday 13th August
in honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.

ALL ARE WELCOME!

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

HANDYMAN / BUILDER

15yrs Experience in all trades
Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors
Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work
Garden maintenance / Tree cutting /
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

MIDLAMDS LAMNDSCAPING
HE TREE SURGERY

FLILLY CFUWALIFIDD ARND iINSURED

Phone: DBS7AITAST
Laocis f Kildare / Offaly
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IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective

Appliance Repairs
PMC HOME T oem Portlaoise
CALL 085 113 4470 T -
= DINO DIGITAL

Websites for Local Businesses
& Community Groups
Smart, mobile-friendly sites
From €59/month. No upfront fee.

WWW.DINODIGITAL.IE
CALL / TEXT / WHATSAPP:
087 404 1811
THEDINODIGITALEGMAIL.COM

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

CHILDCARE
JOB VACANCY

Temporary Part Time
3 days per week Thurs, Friday and Sat
Qualifications: min FETAC Level 5
Closing date 15th of August

PLEASE SEND cvS TO  [ENRI[IE:TR WERE LODKING FOR
ANNEMCL203@GMAIL.cOM BT} ey &

OPPORTUNITIES.

WORK BASED N THE
PORTLADISE / ABBEYLEIX /

DELUXE PAINTING & TILING

Interior Painting & Decoration
Exterior Painting & Spray Painting
Ceramic Tile & Natural Stone Installer
Laminating Floor, Powerwash &

BALLYROAMN AREA

PH. THOMAS 083-1819693 ‘C:‘ t. 0868375619

deluxepaintingtiling@gmail.com N S —
http://deluxe-painting-tiling. == “» 0871505373 - ppeb ey b e el g A

bUSineSS.Site/ OGN sl [ O s, CPT. Dl et

1L slS B R R ]

JOIN U3 FOik TRADES QAT

g B ] et i st Mg
i 2w e
-
ol
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BRADY'’'S GARAGE EXPERIENCED FILS!EIEI\II((g vv\\;gmﬁN
Part-timevsgr?&:«ttendant PLASTER AVA"'ABLE As carer of elderly people
for Shop & Filling Station ALL TYPES OF PLASTERING . e(;‘pe”egce.dh y
Would suit a mature person. FOI\;aIDaE;AolrL;y :’rll.ErfStEW;;l\‘lG
EMAIL ONLY TO: ST S 086.2588154
GABYBRADY2@GMAIL.COM 089-4567213 .
(Portlaoise)
LAWN AND HEDGE |ipﬁi<
MAINTENANCE P
ADVERTISE WITH
Annual Packages available. Smyth Services & Fuels Lid. LINK UP TODAY?
Helping Local
Free Quotes. - NEED HOME HEATING OIL? Brands Make a
CONTACT » NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? EZLMT:ACCTT
085-1754009 Call Sean Sm‘p‘lh 086-3561669 0578692154
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Scripture: Jesus immediately reached out his hand
and caught him, "You of little faith,” he said, "why
did you doubt?” Matthew 14:31 (NIV)

Has there ever been a time in your life when you needed
someone to give you a helping hand? Of course, there
has! Can you name some? How about when you first
began to try to tie your own shoes, did you need
someone to help you? It was probably your mother,
wasn't it? She worked patiently with yvou until yvou were
able to do it all by yourself. How about when you got
your first bicycle, didn't your dad run along beside you
and hold you up? When you began to learn to read, did
you just pick up a book and start reading? Of course not, someone-probably a teacher-
helped you learn. Did any of you need any help learning how to play soccer? There are al-
ways going to be times when you need a helping hand-even when you are grown!

Today's Gospel is about a time when the disciples of Jesus needed a helping hand, one in
particular whose name was Simon Peter.

It had been a long, hard day for Jesus and his disciples. After the disciples had helped
Jesus feed more than five thousand people with only five loaves of bread and two small
fish, Jesus told them to get into their boat and go on ahead of him to the other side of the
lake. Jesus then went up on a mountainside to be alone and to pray.

Later that evening, the disciples were quite far out onto the lake when the wind began to
blow and the waves began to bounce their boat around on the water.

Shortly before dawn, Jesus went out to the disciples, walking on the water. When the
disciples saw him, they were terrified. "It's a ghost,” they cried.

Jesus immediately spoke to them: "Don’t be afraid! Take courage. I am here!”

Peter spoke up, "Lord, if it is really you, tell me to come to you, walking on the water.”
“Yes, come," Jesus answered.

So, Peter climbed out of the boat and started walking on the water toward Jesus. But when
he started looking around and saw the waves being blown about by the wind, he was afraid
and he began to sink. "Lord, save me!" he cried.

Jesus reached out his hand and caught Peter. "Why did you doubt?" Jesus asked.

Prayer
Father, help us to remember that you are
. always there when we need a helping hand.
< In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

10




JESUS WALKS ON WATER

"During the fourth watch of the night, Jesus went out to them,
walking on the lake.” Matthew 14:25 (NIV)

Each number represents a letter of the alphabet. Substitute the
correct letter for the numbers to reveal the coded words.

2|13 (4|56
V|S|L|F

71819 10
Z1A]|I

11
N

12
W

13
C

141516 |17 (18 |19 [20 |27 |22 |23 (24 |25 |26
RIDJU|Q|JIM|Y|O|K|G|T|E|B

9.

10.

. 26-21-9-24

12-10-11-15

12-9-24-25-14

5-9-10-24-1

3-10-11-22

. 9-5-14-9-10-15

12-9-2-25-3

5-25-9-14

12-9-4-22-10-11-23

4.9-22-25

BOAT

LAKE

WIND
WALKING

SINK WATER FAITH
FEAR AFRAID WAVES

"During the fourth watch of the
night, Jesus went out to them,
walking on the lake.”




SUPPORT WORKER

Required to assist a young woman
to live an independent life

Part time Position
10 — 15 hours per week
Tuesday and Friday
Stradbally Area, Co. Laois
Competitive rates of pay
Social Care / Health Care Background Essential

Knowledge and experience of working with people
with intellectual disabilities.

ROLE
To support a young woman with an intellectual
disability both in her home and in the community,
Competitive Rates of pay depending on experience.

For full job description or to apply

please email your CV to kate@theatnetwork.com
Closing date: 28/08/2026

@\Y\I K THE CROSS

25 e & 2T Saptember 2026

Heginnling at 5t Brigld's Church, Kildare
Dray 1@ Holy Mass at 9:30am, followed by the walk to Haas
2 The pllariman s [ i M i s [T =r A

Day ¥ Eucharistic Procession from Saint Agatha's to Croke Park
ending with Holy Mass. Benediction & talk from Father Mark Gorlng

ke www.walkthecross.ie

Scoil Fionntain Naofa,
Shanahoe
will host their annual
Truck, Tractor & Vintage

Road Run

Sunday, September 6™ 2026
Registration from 1pm
Shanahoe Community Hall RS2ESFR
departing at 2pm sharp
Registration Fee €20
Vintage all the way to new are welcome!

~Kids" Big Wheely Fun Run~Food~Refreshments-

oA
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w M, o Tel:
Sy Gretta Kelly ek
(\?l . Q:=|;5'|| .'.|-'.§'l|!r _u.u‘mjr 085 108 8553

Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home
Nail Cutting & Treatment
Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care
Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

-

. G-r. g R -

C.CTY. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX D5T-B6RITI0  MOBILE 057-7749319
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?
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MIDLANDS FIRST ARTS AND NEURODW

SATURDAY 22ND OF AUGUST 2026

G aae 'L ; |
e -'f'Greenfeet*-’

TIME: 11AM - 5PM (QUIET TIME 11AM - 12PM) ;
-y REE
U Y
ENTRY

ol iy e - : || r— Pt 11
New Lawn Constructlons el JOINUS TO
S S Gl | ey At CELEBRATEINCLUSION,

B ST CREATIVITY
, RobotchowmgSqutlons B N as " ALLABILITIES AND
POSSIBILITIES

Sales/lnstallat/on/Serwce e e
; .. “° | MusIC & DANCE
 Green Space Profess:onals f 5 . SENSORY EXPERIENCES
and Sports Surfaces ~_11 ; | CREATIVE ARTS & CRAFTS
T . ' STORYTELLING _ :5
- FUN & BEING YOURSELF _ ® -

Y5,

Ry
o, ‘4Blunss IE OR
CODE ABOVE

WWW. greenfeet.le

mfo@greenfeet ie ’ v B LA®IS
WWW: greenfeetshop comf iy = = IS
T snang s s/ Sl IN PARTNERSHIP | €hiecte  gyppoprEDBY M pmeme

r i
T S—

T ORIGINAL
S THERAPIES

i . e,
— CAFE & H]'i-TH.{] =

- "I j
-

OCCUPATIONAL

THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering

home-based and clinic services

across Laois. We help adults,

older adults and children improve

safety, independence, and

everyday function with clear, v r-'-’
¥

ALL OCCASIONS

v mssdle sl vy n

[ .1, bt o e i practical recommendations. 2 _-‘...-'? sy
e |h-l|--|u.11-.-1 [ AR e prere] e o
(R - abe = Cheinaaran Adult Services: Paediatric Services:
o el = Prices Parees
i Aeraibid b e beldangs v/ Housing Grant Reports v/ Handwriting Assessments
E { o Sagmaiay, perriecs dis

e et sl (Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps :
gl Vs etc.) v/ Sensory Interventions

T i, i v b s aems v/ Seating Assessments v/ Assistive Technology

-

Kjshi ginad Medierpajerdn Navisae,
musle with fresh, loculy smmred
IEg TV EaAiL

v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits

Book your appointment today -ﬁ, 0|

Q3 0831506755

@ www.originaltherapies.ie F
>4 info@originaltherapies.ie
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"' very conscious of over 60,000
Leaving Cert students, as we move
towards results time. Huge emphasis
can be placed on the number of points
received and the various college courses
that will be offered. It can indeed be a
time of enormous anxiety, placed on
young shoulders. The points system
fundamentally fails to recognize the
complete human person. A very worrying
statistic are the thousands of students
who drop out of third level every year,
precisely because of this reality, third
level is also a very costly experience that
seriously excludes those financially not
resourced. Young people’s talents, gifts
and future are truly immeasurable.
I remind them also of how cherished
and loved they are by their family and
friends. Perhaps the following short
biography of three inspirational lives
might offer hope at this time.

Thomas Edison

Have you ever felt discouraged just
because you failed, maybe once or twice?
Did others you stupid just because you
can’t answer a simple math problem?
Got fired from your job? Well, you’re
not alone! Sir Thomas Edison isn’t as
intelligent as you thought he was. In fact,
during his early days, even his teachers
told him that he’s “too dumb to learn
anything and there’s no hope for him.”
He even stopped his formal education at
the age of 12. Not only that, but he also
failed more or less a thousand times
with his inventions.

Likewise, he even got fired from his first
two jobs — after leaking acid on to his
boss’ desk, but he didn’t give up and he
didn’t let those failures drag him down.
Instead, he ignored those criticisms
and despite being almost penniless, he
turned out to be the most successful
inventor of his generation. Having a
great influence from motion picture
cameras to creating the light bulb.

Come to think of it, if he did give up,

you’ll probably be using candles up to
now.
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One of his famous quotes is, “Every
wrong attempt discarded, is another step
forward.”

Harland David Sanders
(Colonel Sanders)

If you're one of those people who uses
the excuse, “I'm too old, there’s no way
I can be successful anymore.” Think
again. It’s never too late for success. A
great example of this would be, Colonel
Sanders. If you're not familiar who this
guy is, he’s just the founder of the ever-
famous Kentucky Fried Chicken (KFC).
One of the biggest fast-food corporations
worldwide. Though, it wasn’t an instant
success. Colonel Harland Sanders started
his dream at 65 years old. For most, this
would be the time to retire and enjoy the
remaining years of their lives. However,
Colonel Sanders turned this the other
way around.

After getting his retirement benefits,
he used his first social security check,
amounting to one hundred and five
dollars, to start a business (once again)
— the start of his journey. Most people
would complain after receiving this
amount. Not him, though. He believed
that restaurant owners would love his
original fried chicken recipe and he’'d
get a small percentage once the sales
increase.

It wasn’t an easy job. He drove around
Kentucky, knocking on every door,
sleeping inside his car, and to look
formal, he always wore his signature
white suit.

Steve Jobs

Say, are you a college dropout? Steve Jobs,
the founder of Apple didn’t get his college
diploma either, but this didn’t stop him
from dreaming big. He even took his
greatest failures and transformed them
into his greatest success.

At a young age of 19, Steve Jobs,
together with his friend Dan Kottke
decided to drop out of Reed College and
moved to India instead. What’s their
reason? To find Philosophical
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Enlightenment. A stage of Jobs’ life
where he learned the power of intuition—
something that greatly influenced his
works.

He was a visionary perfectionist that
most people think highly of him during
his early years. However, at the age
of 30, his own company (Apple Inc.)
decided to fire him. Can you imagine
the company you've built from scratch,
turning his back against you, leaving
you humiliated, depressed, and most
importantly, unemployed?

Well, Steve Jobs tried to overcome

that and he succeeded. 11 years
after Apple decided to fire him, the
company was on the verge of bankruptcy.
A time where Microsoft was soaring
high. Being the brain behind Apple Inc.,
the company was desperate and crawled
back to Steve Jobs — asking if he could
consider coming back. Basically, he took
this offer and made Apple one of the
most leading pioneers when it comes to
new gadgets and technologies.




® COMMUNITY NOTICES

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 4TH AUGUST

Top score: Damien Carter. 1st Lady: Sadie Chester. 2nd Lady: Theresa Mulhare. 1st Gent: Tom Gowing . 2nd Gent:
Catherine Galvin. 1st Half: Marie Morrissey. 2nd Half: Sheila Duff.

Raffle: 1st Lena Kelly, 2nd Ann Pearson, 3rd Mary Delaney, 4th Sadie Chester, 5th Bridie Kennedy, 6th Meave Morrissey

Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish Centre, new players always welcome,
lessons available if required; Ctc 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September
2nd) enjoy the summer. Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy
on Thursdays for July and August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.

CHURCH GATE COLLECTION IN AID OF FATIMA INVALID FUND will take place on the weekend of 8th/9th August in
Portlaoise, Heath, Ratheniska, Emo & Rath and weekend of 29th / 30th August in Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Shanahoe, Raheen,
Spink & Ballinakill. All proceeds will go towards sending assisted pilgrims to Fatima in June 2027.

SUE RYDER FOUNDATION IRELAND HALF PRICE SUMMER SALE continues in our Portlaoise Charity Shop. Our
mission is to provide independent living for senior in our community. We have two residences in Laois. We are looking for
volunteers to join our team in our Abbeyleix & Portlaoise shop.

MOUNTMELLICK HERITAGE SOCIETY EXHIBITION celebrating 201 years of Mountmellick Work will be held in the
Gallery, Mountmellick Library during opening hours for the month of August. Unique to Mountmellick this while on white
embroidery is a story worth telling and seeing. All welcome.

SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline poles,

rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the
Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come together in
prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

CONSECRATE YOURSELF TO THE EUCHARIST on the Feast of Our Lady of Knock! Human Life International Ireland
will be leading a 33 Day Consecration to the Eucharist online with videos uploaded each day. Starting 19th July - 20th

August, on the HLI Ireland YouTube Channel. You can participate by watching the videos, or get the book “How to Be His
by Fr Jesse Maingot OP.

PORTLAOISE GROUP PILGRIMAGE TO LOURDES 24TH-28TH AUGUST 2026 Have your loved ones included in our
daily Mass during our pilgrimage. Mass Bouquets available from Kitty Timmons 087-9506634, Mary Byrne 085-2829231,
John Egan 087-1254841. Any candle requests contact any of the above and we will light them for you in Lourdes.

PRAYER FOR LIFE, UNITY & PEACE Annual crossing of Ireland with a statue of Our Lady Sunday 16th August — Rosary
at 11:30 Abbeyleix Church, 12:15 Portlaoise Top Square Shrine, 2pm Mountmellick Parish Church, 3pm Killeigh Parish
Church. All welcome.

ROSARY AT THE TOP SQUARE Sunday 16th August at 12:30pm. Pilgrim Statue of Our Lady crossing Ireland.
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ‘B
IN LOVING MEMORY OF

PATRICIA GING
44 St. John’s Square, Portlaoise.

Our Prayers are asked for
those who recently died

10th Birthday away from home;
12th August 2026.

issing Cy=vu on pour birthday in YCaaven

Today would have been such a special day,
but now it brings sadness and sorrow,
If we could share just one more day,
if there was one more tomorrow.

ol ok ) But birthdays are a time for reflection,
Paul Guilfoy[e Frances Tdﬂﬁé to look over years past, and‘ we Fan’t believe another year has
Oldtown, Abbeyleix (nee Hughes) gone by, the time just goes so fast.
Mullingar and
late of Portlavise But memories of more happier times, in our hearts will

always stay, we’ll treasure each and every one,
until we meet again someday.

So we’ll say goodbye for now Patricia and blow a kiss to
Heaven above, to wish you the happiest of birthdays
and send you all our love.

Loved and missed by all her loving family.
Rest in Reave Ratricia

Liam O’Neill Stephanie Stokes
Bawnaree, Parkavilla, Lakeside Gardens,
Mountrath Kilminchy

Cﬂ/fagy Tj]my Rest S Peace IN LOVING MEMORY OF

Cur O8ympathies Are ¥lth Cheir sfamiliss KATHLEEN FOGARTY

Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs

¢ ¥, 13th August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s

Church, Portlaoise this Sunday 9th August at 12.30pm.

It’s lonely here with ,
IN LOVING MEMORY OF ts lonely hiere without you
We miss you more each day,

PA ULINE HOOBAN For life is not the same to us
121 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

Since you were called away.
18th Anniversary occurs

To your resting place we visit,

6th August 2026.
18 Place flowers there with care,
We won’t forget you, we won't even try But no one knows our heartache
We miss you more, as time goes by. When we turn and leave you there.
Loved and remembered always by your loving sister. Sadly missed and always remembered by Kevin, Maggie,
Mary and family. Murron, Alex, Darren, Callum, Justyna, Mark and Wynter.

Rest in Reave Rauline My Kathloen Rest in Reace
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

MARGARET (PEG)
CASEY

Beechfield, Portlaoise.

10th Anniversary occurs
16th August 2026.

'EX

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Church, Portlaoise, Sunday 16th August at 11.15am.

Even though you are not with us,
Your presence is still strong,
Because in your heart,
we’ll always find,

The love for which we long.

Sadly missed and always remembered by
Liam, Diarmuid, Denise, Emma and Anna.

CMay HMargarer Rest in Redce

B

f IN LOVING MEMORY OF
NOEL BRACKEN
-"ﬂf 5 Beladd, Portlaoise.
i .- — 4th Anniversary occurred
5th August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, on Sunday 9th August at 12.30pm.

You were always there when we needed you,
No task too great or small,
With a loving heart and willing hands,
For us you did it all.
Loved and missed today and every day.

From his wife Elsie, children Brendan, Fintan and Noelle,
daughters in law Janice and Jenny, son in law Mick, grandchildren
and all your loving family and friends.

My KNodl Rest in Rece

PRECIOUS MEMORIES OF OUR
DARLING

MARTIN WALSH JNR.
118 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
34th Anniversary occurs
11th August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, on Saturday 8th August at 6:30pm.

A whisper on an August evening,
You heard a gentle call,
You took the hand of Jesus,
And gently left us all.

Thinking of you today and always, from your ever-loving Mammy
Margaret, brother Joseph, sisters Mary, Tina, Attracta, Patricia and

Colette, brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, extended family.

Thinking of his Dad and brother Anthony at this time. RIP.

Rest in Reave Martin

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

ROSE DEMPSEY

Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
4th Anniversary occurs
9th August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church, this Saturday 8th August at 6.30pm.

Though your smile is gone forever,
And your hand we cannot touch,
Still we have so many memories,

Of the ones we loved so much.

Your memory is our keepsake,
With which we’ll never part,
God has you in His keeping,

And we have you in our hearts.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving daughter Cora,
son Cyril, son-in-law Joe, daughter-in-law Noeleen and grandchildren.
Emily, Alan, Conor, Tara and Ryan, extended family & friends.
Also remembering her husband Paddy at this time.

Rest in Peave (Rase

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

BREDA KEANE

Corrigeen, Stradbally.
4th Anniversary occurs
14th August 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the
Church of the Assumption, the Heath,
Sunday 16th August at 9:30am.

We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name,
But all we have are memories,
And your picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit,
And put flowers there with care,
But no one knows the heartache,
As we turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by all her loving family.

Rest in Reave SBreda

th

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

KATHLEEN FOGARTY

(NEE KEOGH)
Ridge Road, Portlaoise

2nd Anniversary - 13th August 2026.

Two years have passed since you went away,
Yet you're loved and missed every single day.
Not a moment goes by without a thought of you,
For the love you gave remains forever true.

Though we cannot see your smile or hear your voice,
Your memory lives on in our hearts by choice.
Until we meet again, you’ll never be far—
Forever loved, forever missed, our brightest star.

Sadly, missed by her brothers and sisters and her extended family.

Rest in Reace Kathleen

B
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= IN LOVING MEMORY OF T KEEGAN’S *
&H CONNLmeaATH | FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Whose 20th Anniversary occurs 50 Years of Professional Service in Portlacise.
11th August 2026. ‘
Thinking of you is easy :
We do it every day ﬁ' .
A smile for all, a heart of gold ‘
The very best this world could hold
Never selfish, always kind C ontact Maﬁhew

Those are the memories you left behind.
Sadly missed by your heartbroken family. 087-2549195

Rest in Reave Meammy David 087-2369887

IN LOVING MEMORY OF

St el HENRY RANKIN

Whose 22nd Anniversary occurs

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Anniversary Mass
- Wednesday 12th August at 10am.

“Though time may pass, the impact you had on our lives 0 8 7 2 5 6 2 1 3 ?

remains as strong as ever. Remembering you with love and
gratitude on this special day, Dad”.
Sadly missed and loved always by Deirdre, Jacinta, Niall, Mark, Aisling,
Alan, Ciaran, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, grandchildren,

great-grandchildren, sisters, extended family and friends.

Also remembering our late Mum Rose at this time R.1.P.

Rest in Reave Dad
PORTLAOISE PARISH
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT

If you have lost a loved
one there is a confidential
one-to-one support
service available.

To make an appointment

Call 087-9878300
Unique Headstones can also be designed

I‘ Ux l \ and created to your own special

requiraments.
PRINT & DESIGN |
MAKE AN IMPIQESSION Visit our Showroom

Z\SPECIAL MEMORY [
'OF YOUR IQVED ONE  [Jiertiiiy

f'Q Clonmmam Business Park a‘-i-_— 7 Lt 38 Clonminam
‘-,‘*?ortlamse, Co. Laois R32 EH11" ﬂ; Business Park :
k 057 86 34050 = = Portiaoiss, Co. Laes, T!I:{E? EHBOISH
a R33 DT ol 08T 25350930

- Five Cenerations in Stone Cutting

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superlor guality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre s
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standand
by certified & qualified eraftsmen.

* & info@mochuaprint.ie ;
4 & www.mochuaprint.ie N wWw w.purtlani sestone.ie
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Results for
6" August 2026

QI (1) (19) (o) (0)

No €18,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Mary Lew Anita Tierney
Sharon Dunphy Sharon Dunphy
Jim Lynch 4 Cinline Lotto
Geraldine Delaney match Greg Keenan
3s
Receive
£250
each
Play PARISH

QOO®@ FollowUsy ==

—OMLINE & Like UsQ

whnw partlaoiseparish.le

Next Week’s Jackpot is €19,000

When Peter began to sink he cried to Jesus:
‘Lord! Save me’.
Jesus put out his hand and held him.

Supporting our Parish

Each ang must ghao &5 he or 2hi hes decioked i thedr hear, nal refuctantly or
under camouision, for God kvt a cheardul phear 7 Corinthisra 57

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
awvailable at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directhy to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

=  Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
ﬁ Tel: 057 BE6O0D122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

- Deacon Eugene Keyes
L Tal: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre du affice hours
fam - Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency anly Tel: 0BS2134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and polécies can
viewed on our websita and our Church Parches.
Diocesan Designated Liason Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Fq!-ish _I';entre

e -
-yt e
Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-Spm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mall: infa@portlaslseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
MAMNAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sr. Sybil amd Sr. Julie

All Masses and services Irom the Parish Chaerch and
the Hieath Church &re live sireamed on owar website

I s LINK UP
lq Manday ta Thursday
IJB S9am to 5pm
Contact: Mary Schwer
057-86592154
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

Advertising deadline: Tuesday S5pm

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Elegant candles
for your special
day

W\ AT OUR PARISH SHOP:
¥ 8\ MONDAY TO FRIDAY,
/ 9AM - 5PM.

Contact LU}

O 057 862142
Ext : 1007

our personalized candles and cards.



