PORTLAOISE

Tomorrow 29th June
We celebrate the feast of

PARISH Thirteenth Sunday
St. Peter and St. Paul

@ : - A
l' in Ordinary Time
Patrons of our Parish

28th June 2026 Prav for Us
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. E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Like UsQ fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
g fb.com/portlaciselinkup

: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Many years ago, 1 heard al
sermon in which the priest

made this peculiar, vyet
 intriguing statement:
y 'Water is thicker than

. blood”.
He was referring to the
question poses in today's
second reading from  his
letter to the Romans: Are
vou unaware that we who
were baptised inte Christ
Jesus were baptised into
his death? We were buried
=0 that.. we might live in

with him through baptism
newness of life." Similarly, the Gospel of Matthew poses
the puzzling and often wpsetting assertion: "Whoever
loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me.’
To understand these claims, we must consider the time
and place in which Jesus was making this claim, Jewish

families In Jesus Gtime were controlled by the
unquestionable authority of the father. Everyone in his
household lived in total submission to him, Teday's sacred
writings reminds us that Jesus and Paul recognised that
his notion of family was btoo small, too narrow, oo
restrictive. The larger and far more important reality was

the conviction that the waters of baptism can create a =

new kind of family — a family that is composed of people
who have discovered that an entirely different style of
living is attainable. This new style they are recommending
demonstrates how the waters of baptism can truly be
thicker than bleod. The message is clear: Our baptism
matters. It changes wus. It calls us to re-think our value
svstern, to review what truly counts, to re-commit
ourselves to what will surely last against all odds.

Jesus wants us to leave behind the kind of family that was
{so prominent in his time, and begin forming a family
united by the common desire to do God's will. In doing so,
Jesus is asking us to re-imagine the meaning of Family,
namely a community of people dedicated to witnessing to
the world what life could be like if we were willing to be
transformed and changed. It will involve stretching wus,
pulling us out of our small selves, introducing us to
|something bigger and richer and fuller. It will involve
taking us to a8 whole new level of living., Even to one
where water is thicker than blood.

Peter's Pence Collection takes place this weekend
The Peter's Pence Callection unites us in salidarity to the Holy See
and its works of charity to those in need. Your generosity allows
the Pope to respond to our suffering brothers and sisters.
Envelopes in Development Boxes. Thank you for your support,
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Mass times for the coming week
(Farish Church or otheraise stated)

Monday to Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am

Sunday
6.30pm [Saturday)

&.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am

COMFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

The priests of the parish will attend their
communion calls this week.

Friday (First Friday)
Eucharistic Adoration
Exposition at 6pm
Benediction at 7pm
' followed by Mass at 7.30pm

We welcome into our Parish Community
Weldon Shane Finnamore, Colliers Court
Cormac Aiden Barnacle, Ard Branagh
Who were baptised last weekend.

Thought for today!
To make everybady happy because everybody has a nght to be
happy and to hawe what they need.

5t. Thomas the Apostle
3rd July
‘Doubting Thomas™ shares the
lot of Peter the Impetuous.
James and John, the “sons of
thunder,” Philip and his foblish
request to ses the Father - in fact all the aposiles in

|| thair flaws and lack of undarsianding. Howeaver wa

misin't dwell oo much on these facts, for Jesus
chosa his  disciples because he could see thair worth
despite their weakness. We are shown that God
chooses ordinary men and women just like us to do

his work,




ULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Special

Now Only
€18.99/kg

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

i

m‘ Full Range Of Fresh ~~~x F | S H .oc. Available 7 days a week!

HMulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's SuperValu. Phone D57 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST

(en T Laois Physiotherapy
HEARING AID | ) i Clinic

Consultant - . live life physically well

Patricia Kilmartin / p
B.A.A.T.M.I.S.H.A.A.,M.L.A.A. ‘ | r The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise,

(36+ years experience with Private & IOHN SUGRLE sse sesranscn NICOLA CALDBECK asr strsre seadce
Public Sector (H.S.E.) CONOR BOLTON #se stceanzes  CONDR HORAN f5e atse Mrce

CILLIAN BERGIN s5c arse piscr
+ Comprehensive Hearing Assessment Adults & Children 5 years +

+ Full range of rechargeable Digital Hearing Aids available with Bluetooth L www.iamsphvsmhﬂrapy:hmc. e

connectivity incl. FREE PRSI HEARING AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO . ﬂﬂ? EEE 43{]3
ELIGIBLE CLIENTS i.e. Social Welfare grants

« Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests ALL c LA SS E S F D R 2026

» Ear Wax Removal Service i.e. Ear Irrigation, Microsuction, Earway Pro
In Clinic:

o o . : . Senior exercise class Tues. at 11am
* Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service) Online pif-ﬂlﬂﬁ ry Wed. at 8.30am

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

Ostecporosis class every Wed.

10.30am
In Attendance Osteoporosis class every Thurs, at 4pm

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. R32AF58 Men's health and fitness every Thurs at 10am
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) Int Parish Cenire

Mon. morn. Osteoporosis class at 9.30am
Intermediate Pilates class Monday evening at 6pm

By Appointment Only Beginners Pilates class Mon. evening at 7pm

Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
: . : : : : : IF YOU WISH TO ENQUIRE ABOUT
E-mail: patriciakilmartin@kilmartinaudiology.ie OR JOIN ANY CLASS,

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL OUR OFFICE
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CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est., Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

SUNDAY
12TH JULY
2026

Corbally,
Abbeyleix,
Co.Laois
R3IZAZST

Music by

Gavuin Gribben &
The Enrﬁs Bruthers

€10 AE}HISSIUH
KIDS GO FREE

Celebrating 80 Years of

Special Gueals
pioreann &
f.'nalhﬂ W' Connor
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Babs Sale, Beaile Srand,
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Loty moare!
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FROCEEDS I AID OF
LOCAL CHARITHS & CAUSES

Thomas Lacey

" TARMACADAM v SITE CLEARANCE

ADVERTISE WITH LINK UP TODAY!

Helping Local Brands Make a
BIG IMPACT

CONTACT 057 8692154

'ﬂk

GRAVEL
DECORATIVE STONE
TOPSOIL

BARK MULCH
COMPOST

and much more.

Call us on
085 7020537

Visit Our Website
WWW.KYLECON.IE

W COMCRETE ANDFILLIMNGS

» KERBIMG

W MECHAMICAL

SPREADER

o' DRAIMAGE

W VAT REGISTERED
& FULLY INSURED

il i

FAMILY RUN BUSIMESS SINCE THE 1970s
¥ J

PORTLADISE. CO. LACHS

057 8670744
086 3844321

el

LACEYTARMAC@GMAIL.COM
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Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois. R32 HF40

Tel; 087-9444098 [/ 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

+ Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.
PVC coated with non drip sheeting to aveid condensation.
Timber or Concrete floors fitted.
Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.
All sizes manufactured; 7x5, Bx14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24
Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle
storage in residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.
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MARE AN IMPRESSION

= 0 it

For over 20 years, Mochua Print & Design has
helped businesses stand out with professional

printing, creative design, branded merchandise Your Complete Print
and qirect r_nail marketing_solutions_. & Marketing Pa rtner

We don’t just print, we help bring your ideas,
brand and marketing campaigns to life.

From business cards and brochures : j-.:-
to signage, packaging, promotional 1 As an Award wmnmg ISO9001 & ISO14001
7 s T — oo
merchandise and targeted mail certified companyswe are commltted to
campaigns - our experienced team oW T quallty*sustalnablllty and exceptional
works with you to create marketing that i serwce or every‘ client we work'with. *
gets noticed and delivers results.

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 & 057 8634050 mOChuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83 & 045 433569 @@0@@@@




MARIAN PILGRIMAGES

RENEW OUR SPIRIT OF LOVE, FORGIVENESS & PEACE

b - ! : i =
-‘“"W €1,385pp$

San Giovanni Rotondo & Assisi
800th Anniversary of the Death of St. Francis of Assisi
From Dublin

29 August - 4" September

4 nights, San Giovanni Rorodno , Full Board

3 nights, Assisi, Half Board

Avellino, San Giovanni
Rotondo & Pompeii

Direct flight from Shannon

25 August - 1+ September, Half Board
1 night in Avelino, 4 nights in San Giovanni Rotondo
& 2 nights in Pompeii

For more information contact Marian Pilgrimages or visit our website.

WWW. MARIAN.IE
GROUP PILGRIMAGE SPECIALISTS

(01) 878 8159 | (028) 95680005
38-39 Pearse Street, Dublin 2
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Licenced by the Irish Aviation Authority
TO142
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b, CTHERAPIES

L. -

Tel:
085 108 8553

L]
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" Specialist Foot Care Services
Professional foot care in the comfort of your home

OCCUPATIONAL
THERAPY

Experienced OTs delivering

Nail Cutting & Treatment

Corns, Callus and Hard Skin Removal
Ingrown & Thickened Toenail Care
Fungal Nail & Skin Infection Management
House Visits Only

Registered & Insured Practitioner

LACIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 0537-R6817200  MOBILE G57-774951%
HAVE YOU A PROBELEM WITH YOUR DRAINST

home-based and clinic services
across Laois. We help adults,
older adults and children improve
safety, independence, and
everyday function with clear,
practical recommendations.

Adult Services: Paediatric Services:

v/ Housing Grant Reports
(Stairlifts, bathrooms, ramps
etc) v/ Sensory Interventions

v/ Handwriting Assessments

v/ Seating Assessments 1/ Assistive Technology

v/ Workplace Assessments v/ School Visits

Book your appointment today ol
T

R} 0831506755
@ www.originaltherapies.ie

< info@originaltherapies.ie




COMMUNITY NOTICES

RESULTS OF WHIST DRIVE HELD IN PARISH CENTRE ON 23RD JUNE

Top score: Tied; Frances Benn. Ist Lady: Rita Arrigan. 2nd Lady: Paddy Purcel. Ist Gent: Tied; Tom Jacob & Frank
Keenan. Ist Half> Sadie Chester, Catherine Fitzpatrick & Billy Jackson. 2nd Half> Sheila Duff. Raffle: 1st M ] Dunne,
2nd P ] Cahill, 3rd Catherine Galvin. Thanks to all for your support. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30 in the Parish
Centre, new players always welcome, lessons available if required; Ctc 086 8812228.

ACTIVE RETIREMENT Wednesday Meetings are CLOSED for July and August in Parish Centre (returning September
2nd) enjoy the summer. Monday Bowls continue as usual in St Mary’s Hall also “Cards and Chat” in Sue Ryder Kilminchy
on Thursdays for July and August as usual. for information contact Maria at 087-9187157.

SOCIAL CHESS CLUB PORTLAOISE for adults only (male and female). The next chess meetings will be held in
Portlaoise Library on Saturday 4th July between 1 pm and 4pm and it is free. Board games are provided in the library. The

Portlaoise Social Chess Club have a website and it is https://portlaoisechessclub.ie. Chess games are usually held every two
weeks in the library, Check the website for clarification of dates and times.

GRAIGUECULLEN BINGO Tuesday 30th June 2026, St. Fiacc’s Hall @ 8.30pm. Jackpot on 48 numbers €6,290. Double
number €2,070. Lotto €2,550. Bonus Ball €1,850.

FOURTH WALL LAOIS THEATRE If you would like to be part of this very talented group in an ACTING ROLE we
would love to hear from you - Male & Female ACTORS of all ages are welcome to contact us. Ph. Kevin: 087-9614235 or
follow us on Facebook.

SEAN DOYLE LIGHT ENGINEERING, BALLACOLLA: Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering. Clothesline

poles, rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands.

e [

RELIGIOUS NOTES

DIVINE MERCY CHAPLET Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church.
ROSARY IN THE CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH Daily 3pm.
ROSARY will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm.

VOCATIONS SOCIETY OF ST. JOSEPH Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations. Every Friday at 3pm in the
Parish Church.

LEGION OF MARY invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

COMMUNITY PRAYER GROUP Please join us in community prayers every Tuesday at 11:00am via WhatsApp.
For further details, please contact Noreen on 085-2689767. All are welcome.

EMMANUEL HOUSE CLONFERT H53 E5NG6 Day of Prayer with Healing Service led by Eddie Stones & Team. Sat. 4th
July 11am-4pm. Adoration, talks, music, confession, Holy Mass. Bring a packed lunch.

FIRST FRIDAY ROSARY at the Grotto: Friday 3rd July at 8pm.
FIRST SUNDAY ROSARY next Sunday 5th July at the Shrine at Top Square at 2.30pm

viartin Ryan
Lawnmower Sales & Service O gsm

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

l:all Eean Elnr'l:h UEE-SEE I.EEB




TV SERVICES

Repairs to TVs and home entertainment
equipment. Supply, fit, and repair;
Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

Y NOLAN

“=m LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270 | 085 2833064
SHOP: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

SB CARPENTRY
& SONS

All aspects of Carpentry covered
2nd Fix Carpentry
Wardrobes, Flooring etc.

PH: 087-0624431

PAT LALOR
TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally
Tarmacadam
Kerbing
Drainage
Free Quotations / VAT Registered

TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All Domestic Plumbinvg
Solid Fuel & Qil Servicing
Water Softener Installation
Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN
085 1141395

LK BYRNE PLUMBING
& HEATING

For all your plumbing needs.

CALL LORCAN
085-2876043

HANDYMAN / BUILDER

15yrs Experience in all trades
Specialised in painting & decorating
Carpentry / Doors & floors
Building / Extensions/Renovations
Electric & Plumbing Work
Garden maintenance / Tree cutting /
Patios / Paving

Ph. 083-8854144

gogreen

Carpets-Upholstery

Mattresses-Rugs
Professsonally Sleam Cleaned
Sanitised and deodorised

Contact Darren
085 836 0077

V.Y GREG
PO THE HANDYMAN
* CALL 089 956 7135

® Home improvements and repairs

¢ Flooring, tiling, carpets

® Fence maintenance and repair

¢ Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units

¢ Furniture assembly and installation

DELUXE PAINTING & TILING
Interior Painting & Decoration
Exterior Painting & Spray Painting
Ceramic Tile & Natural Stone Installer
Laminating Floor, Powerwash &
Cleaning Service

PH. THOMAS 083-1819693
deluxepaintingtiling@gmail.com
http://deluxe-painting-tiling.
business.site/

KITCHEN & FURNITURE

RESPRAYING SERVICE
Qualified Cabinet Maker
Transform your kitchen / wardrobes
with a respray
Highest quality finishes with
the colour of your choice
Have your dream kitchen without
the expense of replacing

CALL PAUL ON 085-7762298

PAINTING &
DECORATING

¢ Interior & Exterior
¢ Power Washing
® 15 Years' Experience

Fully Insured

089 445 9958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS

* Hinges & Handles

e Letterboxes

e Sliding Patio Door Rollers

¢ Window & Door Draught Proofing
Fully Insured

083 315 3211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FREE COLLECTION OF
SCRAP METAL

Washing Machines, cookers,

lawnmowers etc.

Also Garden sheds cleared,
Fences and sewer issues resolved
Mini digger and small tipper truck

available for hire.

CONTACT RICHARD
085-252 9893

SMALL BUILDING JOBS

Plastering & Painting
Gardening & Power Washing
Also Block Work.
References on Request &
Garda Clearance

PLEASE CALL PAT ON
086-8405079 / 085-1473982

RELIABLE WOMEN

Available for House, Windows &
Office Cleaning
Own Transport - 3 years work

experience.

TEL: 087-6608389
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GARDEN MAINTENANCE &
GRASS CUTTING SERVICES

For physically disabled and older people
with mobility issues
This service will soon be available to you
for a minimal fee in the Portlaocise area.
For further information please contact Leo,
Physical Impairment Ireland (PIl) Laois

>
e
{E‘J

".u?‘“
€10

..@mﬂs@. Do

Every Thursday and Friday Naght in St. Masy's Hall

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REFAT@S

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaoise

@& 087-9080211

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

2 Ladies Racing Bikes
(1 Green & 1 Black)
In Perfect Condition

€350 each bike

PH. 086-8286626

Branch on
087 - 7007319 O el i
CHIROPODIST/
PODIATRIST
May Collins HOME § MTE LEINSTER

TEL: 086 378 5327 PMC HOME TO
By appointment only IMPROVEMENTS MAINTENANCE
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved. CALL 085 113 4470 WPC ecking gt you the besuty of
Roofing woend without the hassle, No sanding, or
FOR SALE Gurtaring e e e o

Gutter Cleaning

Replacement Tiles
Roof Cleaning

Roof leak & repairs

Steam Cleaning

Soffits Repair & Replacement
Painting & Decorating

Home Renovations

Decking
SAY
GCOODBYE

wour outdoor space with 2ero worres

BUY NOW

@ Friends of

Portlanise Hospital

Enhancing patients’ comfart at the

Midland Regional Hospital Portlacise

Thank you for kindly donating to our
Church Gate Collection

We are delighted to announce we
raised a total of

€2,098.35.

Thank you for your support!

v LCAREE wlT OviSad wpar yons,
angl hés giory Wil GOOSar oWEr o
Izaioh 0.8

F ol nreredt
Inner Healing Retreat

6" July 2026

St. Joseph’s Church -
Mountmellick, Co. Laois

Faith Formation based on the teachings of the Catholic Church
and Inner Healing Adoration

Led by: Fr. Prince Clarence SJ

Date: Monday 6" July 2026
Time: 5pm-9 pm

Venue: St. Joseph’s Church, Bridge Street,
Mountmellick, Co. Laois
Eircode: R32 DV27

Contact: Margaret +35387 2312066
Oonagh +35386 1736181

Programme: Rosary, Talk, Mass, Inner Healing Adoration

Confessions: Available before Mass if you have not attended
in the past week

Email: ruachministryb@gmail.com Website: www.ruachcatholicministry.org




@ Portlaoise Fatima Pilgrimage
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Fatima Pilgrimage
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ATRSn ) 1 All Petitions delivered,
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il el ,f“‘&, = L:r,“j'5 Jeres (Grotto) in Fatima. Proceeds of
g l'\-""
f“ ; ,w # 2 fﬁ mj-nq €900 from our Donation Draw
b ks {J'-f: m” S sy were given to the Poor Clare’s
hea ey liar' e f J*L-“J in Fatima.

Thank you for all your support.
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Summer Cdmp

J'u Iy %{PDD':EW{PED Ages’6

Ages-ﬁ 16

Hify it (S)) SON AR Contact Kathleen @ 0860815674
OR John @ 0851742251

The Panish Sthot Q /

For ¥our Sprcial Pay
Stocking o widy srlevfion of Wrdding Coodles. Fiftn and Conds

New Lawn Constructions
Sod/Seed options

" Robotic Mowing Solutions
Sales/Installation/Service

 Green Space Professionals
and Sports Surfaces

Agents for:

Kross. -_

www.greenfeet.le Monday to Friday 9am to Spr
info@greenfeetic 0867705510 | At The Parish Centre 057 862 1142

wwwigréenfeetshop.com Q 057 864 6889 | R T L
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Welcome

Have you ever seen a welkcome mat? Where have you seen something
like this? Usually we'd see a mat like this outside the door to our home,
wouldn't we? A mat such as this usually has two purposes. Do you
know what those two purposes are?

Waell, for one thing, it iz a frendly reminder for pecple to wipe thair
shoes off so that they won't track dirt or mud into your home. And
second, it is placed outside your door as a sign to let people know that
they are welcome in vour home.

Welcome - what does the word “welcome" mean? It means to receive someone in a warm and
friendly way. Are people always welcome in our homes? Do we welcome peaple inta our home if their

skin is a different colour from ours? Do we welcome people inte our homes if they don't have as
much monay as we do?

How about in our church? Do you think that we make averyone fesl welcome in our church? Do we
speak to those people who are visiting our church that we do not know? If someone comes to our
church and they are not dressed the way we arz dressed, do we make sure that they are made to
feel welcome? Jesus caid, "He who receives you receives me." If we turn that around, we will
understand that if we do not welcome others inte our homes and into our churches, it is the same as
if we are refusing to welcome Jesus. We wouldn't do that, would we? Well, let’s put the welcome mat
out — and let's be sure that we mean it!

Dear Father, help us to remember that when we refuse fo welcome
others to our homes and to our church, it is the same as refusing to welcome you.
In Jesus' name we pray. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

Keeping Safe during Summer Hulldavs

best time of the year. No early maornings, long evenings and plenty of time | '_

to do fun things. It's very important to get out and play. Don't fall into the st
trap of being "stuck in” all day on your computer games. It's also important
to remember to be safe,

Remembaer the safe cross code.
Never swim without following all proper instructions.

= o
(‘ "E;'_\ 2 And always let your parents know where you are, following their instructions.
We wish all you a wonderful summer holiday,

12
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Welcome!
"He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the |-
one who sent me” Matthew 10:40 (NIV) d {_!:.
. i »
1 2 I en)
LAY
3 | W
4 5 le
7
8
ACROSS DOWN
1. A follower of Jesus. 2. A person who speaks for God.
4. To gladly receive someone into your 3. Recognition of someone’s good
own house. behaviour.
7. An odourless, colourless, tasteless 5. The opposite of hot; having a very
liquid; H20. low temperature.
8. Small; not large 6. A fact that has been proven.
PROPHET TRUTH DISCIPLE COLD
LITTLE WELCOME REWARD WATER
RIGHTEOUS TRUTH
Altar Servers whirkat et
Qur altor servers enjoyed a wonderful afternoonat RollN Bowl pECEIVES cOLD
last week. There was plenty of fun, laughter, and friendly REWARD CUup
competition, and everyone had a great time together, Weare LosE ANYONE
grateful to all who helped organise the auting and to our altar  PROPHET WHO
servers for their dedication and service throughout the year. DISCIPLE GIVES
- TELL LITTLE
GIVES WHO
RBQSLOSEKXFSDEO
WATERQNYYTSAIVS
DAMEKNOQHWEBMHY SHM
LITTLEPPHFIACTIC
X TRUTHHBSORYVYTIJL
RTREWARDIFIIPVC
RNCGONESKXGOQLRW
HGGMNOQZMHZBMHETETEHR
YDIEAGRRRWTTDCX
1 TYVUNGUIZELIJEH
THBEX ETY FZHOTUOUIC
JEWEJIJSHOPCUI KV U
I PLMQQFONYSLBEFP
QUELERRAUESHOQST
RYSMOPHISQANTIUR
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SHAWS

Portlaoise

SALE 50

Now On

INSTORE & ONLINE
.

June 24™ - Aug 3™

OFF

SCAN ME

*T&Cs and exclusions apply

First Friday Devotion
3rd July 2026

6:00pm Adoration

6.45pm  Divine Mercy
7.00pm  Rosary
7.15pm  Benediction
7.30pm  Mass

St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise

""’““c#'ﬂ'ﬁ“ UNFAIR TREATMENTS AT WORK?
FAHTA’EE O ST WETH CLERORLE I B & DD DT 0L T Cf MDD s R8T
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e cuckoo is an extraordinary bird. It’s first soundings are The English poetess, Elizabeth Barrett Browning wrote
~ warmly greeted as its song reminds us that winter has passed that:
- and much brighter days ahead. Here in Abbeyleix local bog ‘Earth is crammed with Heaven and every common bush on
walk, the cuckoo’s presence brings comfort and healing. Yet e it G od:
the cuckoo itself is painfully unaware of how valued and
loved its beautiful life is. A solitary bird, the cuckoo lives
alone without intimacy and friendship and even nest. I am The rest sit around and pluck blackberries.’
reminded about the cuckoo following recent tragic deaths
because of mental illness. Our minds like the cuckoos be
unaware of the love and affection we are surrounded by. We
all know the importance of minding our minds. Peace of to accept the people I cannot change,
Mind is a wonderful gift, these long summer days, offers
opportunity, to nourish our mental health.

But only he who sees takes off his shoes.

A New Serenity Prayer

God, grant me the serenity

which is pretty much everyone,
since I'm clearly not you, God.

Sometimes it seems as if God is more absent than present. ]
At least not the last time I checked.

If God is there at all, he seems distant and remote, so far

removed from us that there is no contact. Where is God into And while you'’re at it, God, . ™

today’s secularized world, preoccupied as it is with power, please give me the courage

osition and possessions?
. 3 to change what I need to change about myself,

Perhaps we can find God first of all in the ordinary events
of human life as, for example, when we experience hope in
the face of hopelessness, fidelity to promises, holding firmly I’'m not you, which means 'm not perfect.

to values, trust instead of cynicism, enduring in struggle, It’s better for me to focus on changing myself
rising after falling, acting above selfishness, being a fool for
moral reasons, avoiding power-struggles, loving without
a sure reason, acting on conscience, and accepting death who, as you’ll no doubt remember me saying,
serenely. Isn’t there also something of God in a baby’s smile, I can’t change anyway.

the enjoyment of a good meal with friends, the majesty of
a red sunset, the feeling of being clean and fresh after a

which is frankly a lot, since, once again,

than to worry about changing other people,

Finally, give me the wisdom to just shut up

shower, or of being rested after a good night’s sleep? whenever I think that 'm clearly smarter
It’s worth mentioning in passing that the Jewish book, than everyone else in the room,
the Mishna, says that God will call us to account for every that no one knows what they’re talking about except me,

pleasure which we did not enjoy. or that I alone have all the answers.

In the Gospel, Jesus very often tells his disciples to wake

Basically, God,
up, to watch, to look, to see. He complained about their - ]
inability to see what was in front of them. When they did grant me the wisdom
see something, they usually failed to see its significance. to remember that ’'m not you.

They would not have noticed that a vineyard is not just
a garden with vines in it but a place where the miracle of
water being turned into wine goes on all the time.

And God is also present in other situations: wherever two
or three gather in his name; in the quiet but insistent voice
of conscience speaking from the sanctuary of the soul;
in the beauty and grandeur of creation which can lead to
contemplation of the creator; in the Bible which is the word
of the Lord; in the silence of quiet personal prayer without
words, thoughts or ideas, but only love; in the sacraments
which are unique moments of God’s presence in humanity;
in the church, the community of the disciples of Jesus,

vulnerable and struggling; and especially in the Eucharist

when Jesus in his totality is present to the one who receives
in faith.
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Congratulations Fr. Paddy!

Celebrating your Silver Jubilee

The 24th June marked the Silver Jubilee of Fr. Paddy
Byrne’s ordination to the priesthood. As a parish
community, we join with his family, friends and
parishioners in Abbeyleix, Raheen and Ballinakill in
giving thanks to God for twenty-five years of generous
and dedicated priestly ministry.

Over the past quarter century, Fr. Paddy has served with
distinction in Newbridge, Bagenalstown, Portlaoise and
now across the three parishes entrusted to his care.
Today, his ministry spans six churches and countless
pastoral responsibilities, yet he continues to give of
himself with remarkable energy, enthusiasm and good
humour.

Many people know Fr. Paddy through his thoughtful
and engaging writing. His weekly Time to Think
reflection in The Link Up and his regular column in
The Nationalist offer encouragement, challenge and
inspiration to a wide readership. In 2017, he published
All Will Be Well, oftering hope and inspiration through
reflections, stories, parables and prayers. And a title that
perfectly captures his outlook on life and ministry and a
phrase he often uses — All Will Be Well. He also regularly
brings his unique perspective to local and national
radio, where his honesty, insight and refreshing sense
of humour help people engage with important issues
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facing the Church and society today.

In an increasingly digital world, Fr. Paddy has
embraced new ways of reaching people, building an
online community of more than 33,000 followers on
X. Whether through the written word, the airwaves or
social media, his message remains consistent: one of
faith, compassion, hope and respect for every person.

Here in Portlaoise, where Fr. Paddy served for seven
happy years, he is regarded with great affection. His
kindness, his accessibility and his special concern for
those on the margins and those in need left a lasting
impression on many lives. While we were sorry to see
him move, we took comfort in the fact that he was only
going next door. As members of the same pastoral area,
we continue to work closely together in serving our
communities.

Pope Francis often reminded priests to be “shepherds
living with the smell of the sheep”—close to their people,
sharing their joys and struggles. Fr. Paddy has lived that
vision with authenticity and generosity throughout his
priesthood.

As he marks this significant milestone, we thank God
for the gift of his vocation, for his friendship and for the
many ways he continues to enrich the lives of others.

Ad multos annos, Fr. Paddy. May the Lord who called
you continue to bless and sustain you in the years ahead.



"Where two or three are gathered in my name”

Outdoor Masses

held recently at:
Beladd,
Cherrygarth,
Marian Avenue,

Newpark




Our Prayers are asked for those who recently died )

Aidan Delaney

Fintan Kavanagh
Moate, Westmeath /

Derry, Portlaoise

Shanaboe

Maeve Geraghty Richard Buckley
Ashbrook, Abbeyleix Grenville, Portlaoise, Laois /

Monasterevin, Kildare

HMay Chey Rest S ' Reave

S @ur QBympathies Are ith Cheir cstamilies i

In Loving Memory of

PAULINE FLANAGAN

Dunamaise House, Stradbally.
34th Anniversary occurred 19th June.
88th Birthday Remembrance 29th June.

Will those who think of Pauline today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed by Joe and Anita,
Seamie, Alicia, Minnie, Riley, Eamonn, Lauren and Shauna.

Rast in Peave Rauline

In Loving Memory of

MSGR. CAOIMHIN

(KEVIN) O’NEILL
Ballyroan Road, Abbeyleix /
Mountrath / Carlow.
3rd Anniversary occurs 29th June 2026.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Church of Most Holy
Rosary, Abbeyleix on Saturday 27th June at S5pm.

“Death is nothing else but going home to God,
the bond of love will be unbroken for all eternity”
- Mother Teresa

Ar dheis 3% go raibh a anam dilis

th

In Loving Memory of

MICHAEL (MICK) GING

Green Road, Portlaoise, Laois.
3rd Anniversary - 28th of June 2026.

Chlick
The moment that you died, my heart was torn in two,
one side filled with heartache, the other died with you.

I often lie awake at night, when the world is fast asleep,
And take a walk down memory lane, with tears upon my cheeks.
Remembering you is easy, I do it every day,
but missing you is heartache, that never goes away.

I hold you tightly within my heart, and there you will remain.

Until the joyous day arrives, that we will meet again.

Love Breda.

Dad

We're missing you a little more
Each time we hear your name,
We've cried so many tears
Yet our hearts broken just the same.
We miss our times together
Things in common we could share.
But nothing fills the emptiness,
Now you're no longer there.
We've so many precious memories
To last our whole life through
Each one of them reminders

Of how much we’re missing you.

Love from Yvonne, Padraig, John and Antoinette.

COrandad

It’s been the hardest thing to lose you, you meant so much to me
But you are in my heart Grandad, and that’s where you’ll always be
I know that heaven called you, But I wish you could have stayed
At least the memories I have of you, they will never fade
I did not want to lose you. But you did not go alone
Because a part of me went with you, when heaven called you home
So just remember one thing, we are not apart

You're with me in my memories, and in my broken heart.

Love you forever Grandad, from, Jack, Aaron, Jeremy, Michael,
Patrick, Sean, Owen, Alex, Cian, Oscar and Hannah.

B
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IN LOVING MEMORY OF

OLIVER BARTLEY

91 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

11th Anniversary occurred
27th June 2026.

Oliver’s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on
Saturday 27th June at 6:30pm
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church.

Dad, I miss you every day,
You were so precious and unique,
a guiding light throughout my life,
You were my strength when I was weak.

Happy memories flood my mind whenever I think of you,
but you can never be replaced, that much is sadly true.
The fact that you're no longer here
Still fills my heart with pain,

I wish I had just one last chance to talk with you again.
I shall always remember the closeness we had,

I love you and miss you so much,

My kind and thoughtful Dad.

Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by
His daughter Monalisa, son-in-law Donal
And grandchildren Darryl and Stefan.

No special time is needed for us to think of you,
To us you were someone special and
We thought the world of you,
Your memory is our greatest treasure,
To have, to love, and keep forever,
Time slips by life goes on,
But in our hearts, you are never gone.

Loved and missed by his sons John, Oliver, Shay and Darren,
daughters-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren
and the Bartley family.

My Oliver Rest in " Rece

In Loving Memory of
A Precious Daughter, Sister,
Aunt and Granddaughter

LEONA CUDDY

Meelick, Portlaoise.

8th Anniversary away from home
occurs 2nd July.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s

Parish Church Friday 3rd July at 7:30pm.

A silent grief that’s in our hearts,
No human eye can trace,
For many a broken heart is hid,
Beneath a smiling face.

Forever in our hearts.
Missing you always.
Mam, Dad, Shane, Rhys, Luke and granddad Mick.

Rest in Reave Leona
CMay Caaven be your SSad

In Loving Memory of

GAVIN RICE

Cloncough, Kilbricken, Mountrath.

13th Anniversary occurs 29th June.

Deep in our hearts you will always stay,
Loved and remembered every day.

Miss you and love you always, Mam, Dad,
Niambh, Deirdre, Ann-Marie and extended family xxx

Rest in " Reace CGavin

In Loving Memory of

EMILY DUNNE

Pembroke Terrace, Abbeyleix
who died on the 9th July 2023.
Emily’s 3rd Anniversary Mass will

take place in the Church of the

Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix on
Saturday 4th July 2026 at 5pm.

Much beloved daughter, sister, teacher and friend to many.

Do not stand at my grave and weep,
I am not there; I do not sleep.
I am in a thousand winds that blow,
I am the softly falling snow.
I am the gentle showers of rain,
I am the fields of ripening grain.
[ am in the morning hush,
I am in the graceful rush
of beautiful birds in circling flight,
I am the starshine of the night.
I am in the flowers that bloom,
I am in a quiet room.
[ am in the birds that sing,
I am in each lovely thing.
Do not stand at my grave bereft
I am not there. I have not left.

Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by your loving family.

Rest in Reave Lmily

B
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Acknowledgement & Month’s Mind
In Loving Memory of

DAITHI LALOR

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.

Daithi{’s Month’s Mind Mass will be celebrated in
St. Peter’s & Paul’s Church on Saturday, 27th June, 2026 at 6.30pm.

Mags, Shauna, Oisin & Cillian along with Ger, Marie & Olive wish to thank most sincerely all who sympathised with us on
our recent and huge loss of a wonderful, Husband, Dad, Brother & Friend to so many.

We offer our heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended Daithi’s wake, funeral Mass, all who joined us via the webcam and all
who travelled with us to Newland’s Cross Crematorium.

To all who sent Mass cards, sympathy cards, text messages, phone calls and condolences through RIP.ie we thank you.
A special thank you to all who travelled to be with us at this extremely difhicult time.

Fr. Adriano and all the Priests of the Parish & Sister Sacristan Julie thank you so very much for all your kindness and support.
A special note of gratitude to Monsignor John Byrne for the most beautiful requiem Mass for Daithi and the great support
shown to us.

Thanks to Richie O’Brien who travelled from Kerry to enrich Daithi funeral Mass, singing some of his favourite songs
so well it was truly lovely. Also, Michelle Bartley, Parish Centre for all your guidance and support in organising the Funeral,
it was greatly appreciated.

A special heartfelt thank you to Dr. Basanuaid and all his wonderful team for all the care and attention shown to Daithi
during his illness. To Ann Marie O’Shea ANP we will be forever grateful to you, as you were only ever a short phone call or
visit away. The dedicated nurses and staff at A & E, C.C.U. and the medical ward in M.R.H. thank you so much. A big
thank you to John Joe from Airliquide. You were always one step ahead of us on our journey — your kindness did not go
unnoticed. To Dr. Adrian and all the staff in Clann Medical Centre that looked after Daithi so well we are truly grateful. To
Jim & Deirdre and all the wonderful staff in Hughes Chemist we really appreciate everything you did for us and Daithi in
recent months and years. The National Ambulance Service for their quick responses to our calls we thank you dearly.

Thank you to Paul Hyland from Rankin’s undertakers for your professionalism throughout the toughest days of our lives,
also to Matthew Keegan for the use of the funeral home. A special thanks to Caroline from the Funeral Ministry Team for
saying the Rosary with us in the funeral home. The beautiful Guards of Honour from Scoil Chriost Ri, St. Mary’s C.B.S. &
Portlaoise G.A.A. your attendance gave use great comfort being surrounded by School & Sport friends.

There are no words that can ever thank Elaine (Mag’s sister) enough for all her help organising us & everything to do with
Daithf{’s beautiful funeral — Mile Buiochas.

A big thank you to Doc for his lovely/funny words in the crematorium, Daithi would have loved it.

We are so grateful to all our neighbours and friends that provided food and refreshments over the toughest days. A big thanks
to Scratch (Mick) Conroy our local postman for the daily visits, Daithi looked forward to the chats. Also Mickey Lawless it’s
great to know you were always on hand.

We will be forever grateful to everyone who lit candles and said prayers for Shauna, Oisin & Cillian as they sat their Leaving
Cert during this most difficult time.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our deepest
appreciation & gratitude.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for your intentions.

Rest in Lternal Reave Daithi Dad
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PORTLAOISEPARISH [4 KEEGAN’S ¥
BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT | FUNERAL DIRECTORS

If you have lost a loved 50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

one there is a confidential _ ‘!_
one-to-one support. = » ‘
service available. Contack Matihivw

To make an appointment 087-2549195
Call 087-9878300 David 087-2369887
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. 057 86 34050
& info@mochuaprint.ie
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Five Generations in Stone Cutting

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superlor gquality headstones.
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guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
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Results for
25" June 2026

QISP 01)(09)(15) C5)

No €12,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINMERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Flartina Palsley Browns Shop
Bichael BMakar Ankta Tlemay
Jodhin Poweer anthony Preston
Joshin B Tilly Cahill Anthony Preston
Bemie & 4 Daughters Faul Doobey
Gerry Byrne 14 Shella Kavanagh
Loretta Cross Online Lotto
Sinead Moore M Lotto Gift

Jackie Quintan 2z Rocky Kehao
Marle, Grace & Peter Recelve Peter Ryan
Peggy Brannan €2 Pater Ryan
Brian Byrmne each Paoter Ryan
Gizma & Liz Molloy lackie Robinson
Tony Delanay Farish Cantre

Play PARISH

LOOOE

OHLIKIL

Follow Us if @rees=n

& Lik‘! Uan porilaniseparishlanis
W, ot iasiveparish

Next Week's Jackpot is €13,000

Thirteenth Week in Ordinary Time
2 Kings 4:8-11, 14-16
Psalm: 88:2-3, 16-19
Romans 6:3-4, 8-11

Matthew 10:37-42

Supporting our Parish

Each (o mual i &8 N or 2he as Jeciied 71 Ehaer heart, nal reiuctanily oF
wndior compulsion, for God kovos o choorlul gheer F Corinthldara 7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
awvailable at Church porches and Parish Centra
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IESZIAIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBES93327916658201

Scan this OR Code to take wow
directly to our Donate facllity

Thenk v

op YOUR SUPPORT

F

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
ﬁ!‘
ﬁ

Deacon Eugene Keyes

Tel: 057 8621142
L & Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 B600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Tao contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre du office hours
9am - S5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 052134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Parches.
Diccesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

I_*ﬁlfi:h_' Fantre

L.f"-

- e

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mall: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MAMNAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
a,gm_umi Michelle Conray

all Ma-"e: and verwices from Ihf F‘nrl:.h- f_'h-l.rl:h and
the Heath Church &re live stregmeed on our welsite

|lﬂ

Monday to Thursday
Gam to Spm
Contact: Mary Schwer

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

Advertising deadline: Tuesday S5pm

PARISH SHOP
057 B621142 - Claire Scully




Stoma Support Group
for Cancer Patients
and Carers

Tuesday 7th July
2pm=3.30pm

Group facilitated by Stoma Care
Specialist Nurse Anna Bergin. This group
will provide stoma advice on the issues
that affect you every day — from leakages
to skin protection and much more. It
offers a safe and supportive space for
individuals living with a stoma and those
caring for them.

If you are interested in availing of this
free service please contact: 057 868 1492
info@cuislecancersupport.ie

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre
Block Road, Portlaoise,

Co. Laois, R32 Y8P2 MMMMMMMM int & Design | 057 8634050 | www. .mochuaprint.ie




