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Congratulations to Scoil Chriost Ri
on a wonderful celebration of their
Golden Jubilee on Friday 29th

f November; celebrating a proud
:nll tradition of service to education of
girls in Portlaoise for half a century.

Well done.
More photos page 26 & 27.
g I e
The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilte Us @ fb.com/portlaoiseparishlaois

fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER

Moreen Carroll Lily Whelan

Joyce Dunne 08 Bernie Lalor

Lorena Mary Conroy

Mary Boyce Match 3s Mary Boyce

Curtis McDonald €175 Peter Ryan

Teresa Hibbits Peter Ryan

Roel Dela Cruz each Roel

Alan Curran Veronica Curran
Play PARISH

Next Week’s Jackpot

€20,000 LVEOOLE

www.portlaciseparish.ie

Christmas Gift Idea!
Yearly and Half Yearly Lotto Gift Tokens
Available at the Parish Centre

Priests of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8692153

- Fr. Ciprian Matei
| Tel: 057 8509998

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8661139

Fr. Tom O'Connor P.E.
{Parish Chaplain)

Fr. Eddie Lalor C.C.
_ Tel: 057 8661605

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Office Hours Monday to Friday Bam-Epm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail; info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Jooly 057-8692151
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaoiseparish.ie

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
llamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm

057-8692154

Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
Religious gifts and books.



Choose A New
Direction

We embark on a diet
and the days of lettuce }i
and low calorie drinks |
loom  gloomily. We$§
embark on a fitness
regime and our subconscious whispers, "Fifteen more minutes
under a warm duwvet versus a jog round a freezing park ... I
know what I'd choose!” In today’s gospel, John the Baptist
preaches "Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” The
idea of ‘repentance’ fills us with about as much excitement as a
cold shower on a winter's morning, but it doesn’t have to be
like that. Diets, fitness regimes and repentance all have one
thing in common .... we emerge as new people as a result of
choosing a new direction. Repentance doesn’t mean throwing
ourselves round in fits of Catholic guilt, it simply means having
a change of heart, and becoming new and better individuals as
a result. There are areas in all our lives that can be improved or
turned around. The idea of repentance is actually quite exciting.

John's Advent call for a change of heart is for each and every
one of us. We might think we are good enough as we are, but
that's probably how the Pharisees and Sadducees in today's
reading also felt, True enough they turned up for John's
baptism, but had they really turned up in a spirit of
repentance? John is clearly suspicious of their motivation, and
challenges them to prove their commitment. Declaring our

intention to change is all well and good, but our commitment

must also ‘bear fruit’ ... show results.

At this time of year, every year, we are asked to change our
lives. For the less optimistic amongst us, the idea reminds us of
new year resolutions; easily made, easily broken and all a little
bit pointless. John's message is a tough one. Changing our lives
is far from easy. One of the problems of course is that when we
try to change we usually rely solely on our own will power,
which is notorious for letting us down. John the Baptist reminds
us that when we are baptised in the name of Jesus we will
recelve the Holy Spirit, a divine power that will help us towards
God when our will power fails. All we have to do is ask and
keep on asking.

Change is not beyond any of us howewver much you think it
probably is. John might have given the Pharisees and
Sadducees a hard time but in truth the message is clear. ™
There is none so lost, they cannot be found, none so helpless
that their life cannot be changed.”

Mass times for the
coming week

{Parish Church or otherwise stated}
Monday
Z.30am, 10am & 7.30pm

Tuesday—Friday
7.30am & 10am

Saturday
10am

SUNDAY MASSES
Scoil Bhride, Knockmay (Saturday) 7.30pm
St. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
Wigil (Saturday) 6.30pm
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
Church of the Assumption,
The Heath: 9.30am
Church of the Holy Cross,
Ratheniska: L0am,
CONFESSIONS
Every Saturday after 10am & 6.30pm Masses.

Because the 8th December is the Second
Sunday of Advent the Feast of

the Immaculate Conception

will be celebrated on Monday

(9th) this year.

While being a Feast Day it is

not a Holyday of obligation

this year. In association with this Feast
day of Our Lady we will have an
additional Mass at 7.30pm on Monday.

==

We welcome into our
Parish Community

| Ava Rose Kenny, The Hermitage

Leon William Clover, Woodgrove

Amelia Pamela Cullagh, Rockview Green
Andrew Seamus Weldon, Ballydavis

William Alexander Orpen, Aghnaharna Dr.

who were baptised last weekend

Sunday 1st December 2019

Offertory Collection €2.819.00
Development Fund €3,463.00
€6,282.00

Our thanks and appreciation to all who
subscribe so generously to the Parish.
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PORTLAOISE

WHY CAN’T

Ax B - d .
SIMPLES €3

13th - 24th December
‘f‘lhe“ It comes to sorting out yout t"“ and_ B 3 Months student ym&pool€99 12 Moniths gymi poct €399
finances we concentrate on keeping it quick 2 3 Maniths gym & pool €130 12 Months sooony €279

and economical. Because it should be. P 3Months family ociony) €199 10 adutpesses €60
6 Months qemony €138 10 chid passes £35

T f initial itati Il P~ 6 Months gm &peol €239
0 arrange your free initial consu on ca ? 6 Months poclonty €139 b ik i

us on 057 868 2285 or visit our website at ~ 6 Months over 555 gymapod €210 free gift bag fwhis stacks last]
www.taxassist.ie/portiaoise St

The Azcountancy snd Tas Service for Smsl] Bosnas - . 'L_llk_.l Dvltae

it Card

f Dlmb#mhﬂm ﬂmmlu '
- For merednformation % +353 57 BE95960

M THRIFTE i"”’
w SHop

Peppers Lane Portlaocise
We generously donate to hospice care o
locally and have done so continuously since
our shop opened!

u] e

We are now in need of furniture:

Beds, wardrobes, dressing tables, bedside
lockers, tables, chairs etc.

Ladies, gents and children’s clothing & all
types of bric-a-brac

Your gift helps to make people’s lives more
comfortable

Our gift helps hospice care

We can collect on request at your
convenience

Contact Kevin: 0879586057

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?
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Collect 500 Real Rtwnrdﬁ
Points & get a €20 Voucher to use against your

Mulhall’s Free Range Turkey

Mulhall Meats Terms & Conditionz Apply

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eve of Round Roast

Launching Our NEW Customer Mulhall’s

Car Park With 28 Additional  SuperValu
Parking Spaces Now Available! CAR PARK

Phone: 057 8621044
Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - Spm




HIRE AND SALES

l( "’ “" Timahoe Rd, Portlavise,

057- 8621479

WE HIRE POWERTOOLS, WELDERS, POWERWASHERS,
LAWNMOWERS, HEDGECUTTERS, PAINT SPRAYERS,
WALLPAPER STRIPPERS AND SO MUCH MORE.

IF WE DON'T HAVE IT YOU DONT MEED IT!

AUDIOLOGIST *
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.AAT., MIS H.AA.
Camross, Co. Laois

f26+ pears expenienoe wnth Privote &
Prbrhe Secior)

» Comprehensive Hearing Assessment KEEP THE HOME FIRES T

+ Full range of Digital Hearing Aids from £890 pair ex, grant BURNING! WIDE RANGE OF "
« Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests DOMESTIC & PROFESSIONAL Y
Eor moulds, Custom made Swim Flugs; Musicians Moulds mﬂm Huw IH ﬂ.m @w_mﬂui
U pOWET, your passion

Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service]
Ear Wax Bemoval Service WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY ELECTRIC

Social Welfare Grants available to eligible clients AND CORDLESS POWERTOOLS FOR EVERY
APPLICATION. WHY NOT CALL IN AND HAVE A LOOK?
In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. |l memm %

SHIFTING THE LIMITS
GIVE IT ATRY BEFORE YOU BUY!

All of our welders can be lest driven

(Entrance beside Maera Ma Feirme Hall an Tirmahoe Road)

By Appointment Only = 2
W ) before purchase in our purpose build
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 Welding Room.

E-mail: pkaudiclogy®gmail.com
atl: prauciology©gmai.co [CPP N 1HE HOME OF WELDING SINCE 1974

LAOIS PHYSIOTHERAPY |t f it
CLINIC 4

JOHN SUGRUE MSc MISCP I

NicoLA CALDBECK BSc MISCP MAACP

Chartered Physiotherapists

VHI, Aviva, BUPA, LAYA [Qumn]l apprwed r
o

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park Portlaoise, .
Phone: 087-9945057 o
E-mail: info@lacisphysiotherapyclinic.ie /5 :

SMAI.I. 10 I.Allli :

' GET

SECOND ONE'

PILATES CLASSES

Filates classes (STOTT Certified) based on modern principles of
exercise science, rehabilitation and functional movement.

A mindful workout focused on improving spinal and pelvic
alignment, muscle tone and flexibility.

Filates develops a strong and well-co-ordinated core and
back. It enhances the stability of your trunk region from
which your limbs perform a variaty of tasks through your
daily life and also physical pursuits.

Limited b I tact John or Nicola f :
e icmon ik s iy, 0578672330 <
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WRapPING

HUGHES

90 MAIN STREET, PORTLAOISE = (057) 8621332

Paco Rabae ne  presarsray
Million S0 Men fet |

WAS €64.00 . it
now €58.00 FUR S Ll
e €600 % =

¢y
I I"I:

1

L | WWAS €£66.00

Boss Bottled 50m

Man Set

now €56.00
save €10.00

Daisy Marc Jacobs
50ml Set

WAS €71.00
wow €65.00
e €6.00 ==

—
Jimmy Choo Urban Hero
. 50ml Edp Set

AL was esai00

m How €48.00
wave €10.00

Armani Code

- Men 50ml Set

'wnses;.m
' <ave €5.00

now €58.00

Gucci Bamboo 30m Edp Set

=TS WAS £64.00
 now €54.00
= i save €10.00

PACO RABANNE

WAS €77.00 v (-
now €72.00 FEUESEE
save €5.00

| LANCOME |
Lancome La Vie Est Belle
30ml Set

WAS €64.00

now €60.00 .
save €4.00 ul

Angel Set/Alien Set

! €?u.ou

b
» J.
ML RENLLARE 9 o0, BETTLLARLE FT

Jean Paul Gaultier 75ml
now €60.00
V - Dolce & Gabbana
| WAS €65.00
savie €15.00

Pink 30ml Set

save €15.00

WAS €65.00

Men Set
WAL £68.00
SAVE Eﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ !
The One For Men
S0ml Set
row €50,00
| LACOSTE |
Lacoste Touch of
WS E42.00
now €27.00
Fahrenheit $Oml Edt
new €£58.00
save €7.00

Was €600 38
now €32,00 et LS
save €14.00 Hice=il

Joop! Homme

75ml Edt Set
_\D‘ WAS €54.00
: i“ now €39.95
save €14.05
|

WAS €67.00
now €46.00
savt €21.00

Black Opium 50ml
Ladies Set

WAS €85.00
now €80.00
save €5.00

SAVE €20.00 [

CAROLINA HERRE

Carolina Herrera

Good Girl 50ml Set
WhAS £86.00
row E80.00
g | save €6.00

Abercrombie & Fitch First Instinct
Blue 50ml Man Set
WaS €48.00

wow €30.00
save €18.00

WAS €12.95
now €4.95

I - <8.00

SPECIAL OFFER

BETTER THAN HALF PRICE

Beckham Classic

Touch 90mi Edt
. VUAS €39.95

now €11.95

save €28.00

Luxury Sweet Pea
Bath/Body Lation and
B L shower Cet St
=| WAS £20.00
now €12.95
i €7.05

SPECIAL OFFER

Revolution Shade
and Contour Kit

VWAS €25.00
now €20.00
save €5.00

Disney Make
Up Set
WaS €14.95

now €4.95
save €10.00

Real Techniques -

Brush Set il

WAS £29.95 i

Now €9.95
cave €20.00 i

Adidas Pure Game
Man Duo Set

WAS €5.95
nNow €3.95
save €2.00

|
WS £50,00
EM""”M' Y Hok 1 Now €25.00 |

savi €25.00
Burberry ow WAS €55.00

Weehend 50mi = ® wow €25.00
Ladies e o) e €30.00

@ Ariana Grande Thank
. Ueat 30

MO

|
Nivea Lip
Tin Set

VWAS €B.95
now €3.95

= €29.00

save €5.00

BETTER THAN HALF PRICE)
Technic
Bronze Set

WAS €16.95
now €2.95
save €14.00

ALL WHILST STOCKS LAST



I.EINSTER SENIOR
COLLEGE

CHRISTMAS
REVISION

COURSES
30" December 2019 - 4" January 2020

Reserve your place now to avail of our early booking 10% discount

PRIORITY RESERVATIONS

Contact Karl or Bernard at 045-487811
E-mail; info@leinsterseniorcollege.ie
Book on-line at www.leinsterseniorcollege.ie

We may have the SOLUTION to;

Flat Feet | Heel Pain | Heel Spurs | Arch Pain | Plantar Fasciitis |
Bunions | Metatarsalgia | Leg Fatigue | Diabetic Feet | Arthritic Feet |
Shin Splints | Knee Pain | Achilles Tendonosis | Hallux Rigidus

V7 AN

Who may benefit from wearing Orthotics?
Orthotics are prescribed for a variety of conditions and as a
prevention to further problems. They can be worn by
children and adults and made to suit a range of footwear
including daywear, dress wear and sportswear.,

]"l.'i]"'ll-'

“ra

CONROY

ORTHOTICS

PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THEIR ELDERLY PEOPLE;
FEET A L Mwhmﬁt froem Crthatics 1o suppart,
mﬂfpﬂ&:d‘rmt the Mechanics of the
feat. Condisions such as arthritis and
dighetes may I‘_Eﬁlffl_‘t Mﬂ‘mrﬂ":

SPORTS PEOPLE;
Py need to be aligned biomechanically
to pravent problems and cushionad for
shock abaorbency.

CHILD m—:w,

KELLIE TAYLOR BSC (Honz) Ot W.0.C.1. and DARREN CONROY BSC {Hons) Ost. M.O.C.L

086-8675060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlacise, Laois

mtmstanpaths.@gmail.mm ‘F www.tcosteopaths.ie

o

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

+ NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

CENTREPOINT CARPETS LTD

KYLEKIPROE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TIMAHOE RD. POR O
SITUATED BETWEEN LIAM FITZPATRICK TYRES AND a 5
Phone/Fax; 057-8620792 | E-mail; centrepointcarpets@gmail .com

We are Suppliers of -
* Carpets # Vinyls #* Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds
#* Mattresses # Beds * Bedroom Furniture * Pillows

WWW.centrepointcarpets.ie




Alrpods
From

€179

Airfryer
Only
€ 89.99

Tablets
From

Samsung

32” HD
TV’s
From
€169

OPEN SUNDAY Dec 8th 2-6pm

Peoplef First ~ # °

We're Stronger Together

Chat to us about the popular
One Year Christmas low loan rate.

£5,000 loan at 8.99% (9.22% APR), weckly Repayments of
t repayable €5,723

€37 per week over 3 years. Total amoun

Christmas crunch?

e,

ABBEYLEIX | ATHY | PORTLADISE | STRADBALLY
www.peoplefirstcu.ie

%, ".I ’“,L " ’
e

.



LIFE COACHING
Are you motivated to achieve specific goals?
Maybe start a new business? Iw ROOF I NG

Have a healthier lifestyle? THE HEIEHT uF UMlm

Be more effective at work?
To develop a new skill? & SLATES mTILES @ LEADWORK @ METAL RODFING
‘Want more peace of mind? TERIMG & DOWHPEES @ GUTTER CLEANIMNG #ALL ROOF REPAIRS & MORE

More security?

Less Stress? B3 /1 ROCFING
Less financial pressure? 5 oiit charge

Just a better quality of life?

Find your Mojo? Al types of r nderta ken

# All work fully guaran

If any of the above resonates with you, have O
you ever thought about seeking the support of * FI.I”F insured + lEgIStEIEd O

a Qualified Life Coach?

MAKE THE NEWYEARYOUR BESTEVER

For a Free Introduction Session, call or text 087-9151134

NEW GOURTESY TGN
s u/j, iAo FROM €60
Semng ‘I?em:;.rs The Heath and The Gandon Inn

Sit back and relax and

enjoy your meal. . .
Let us takg care of the

driving!

CONTACT

James
089 4892447
iwroofing77i@amail.com

A,
- o
>

with

Slimming World

Our Courtesy bus can carry between 4-8 passengers we
will pick you up and drop you home at any time!
The bus operates free of charge within a 12km radius.
If you wish to avail of this service please call;

(. 087-2530474

P T
iy

At The Killeshin Hotel &

EGAN’S SCHOOL OF MOTORING Portlinise

Portlaoise

087-1254841 057-B661440 Z
Tuesday Morning;
HSA ADI Approved Instructor, John Egan : 9.30am and 11.30am

Saturday;
&am, 10am and
12 noon

Contact Ingrid;
086-8040285

www.slimmingworld.ie

Now servicing
Portlacise — Tullamaore - Birr

Dr’iving | essons - | he |deal (Christmas (Gift

Ingrid Slimming World Groups Portlaoise ﬂ



Quality Furniture - Affordable Prices

CISUIO

FURNITURE

STORE OF THE YEAR \ SR
FURMITURE — B3

AL |
CIOUdQ wﬂweﬂsﬁme Mﬂ:ﬁﬂbﬁ

FURNITURE, LIGHTING, ACCESSORIES AND GIFTS

Cloud 9 Telephone Opening Hours

Zone 3, Clonminam Business Park, Mon-Sat: 10am-6pm
Portlaoise, Co. Laois, Eircode: R32PP30 057 86 30296 Sun: 2-6pm




Open Sunday 8th December and Sunday 15th December from 12-5pm!

MILLERS c2:o:n

Millers Home and Garden, Dublin Road, Portlacise. Ph: 057-86-67794

+ Beautiful Non-Shed Christmas Trees only €35.00!
* Christmas Tree plus stand only €45.00!
* 5 briquettes only €22.00.
* 40kg premium coal for open

fire/stove only €16.95.
* Large bag hardwood logs only €5.00.
* Large bag of kindling only €3.00

* Chainsaws from €199

* Chainsaw Helmet/Visor/Ear Muffs only €29.95
* Free Delivery In Portlaoise

» Gift Vouchers Available

LAOIS HOSPICE &
PORTLAOISE LIONS CLUB

CHRISTMAS TREE SALE
COMMENCES

Thursday 5" December ﬂ
AT CENTREPOINT .

Mountrath Road, Portlaocise

DAppeQ szov S

STIADBALLY

Gratian Sreel (s

Monday to Friday:
10:30am to 5pm
Saturday:

10am to 5pm
Sunday: 2pm to S5pm

Y-our continued support
is much appreciated




CBPM

REAL ESTATE

www.cbpm.ie
Phone: (057) 8635824

Email: caroline@cbpm.ie

WE DON'T JUST LIST PROPERTY, WE ACTUALLY SELL!

18 Lakeside Gardens,
Kilminchy, Portlaoise

3 Bed | 3 Baths

Semi-Detached House €170,000

5 Bed / 3 Bath
Detached House

€250,000

SALE AGREED

5 Bed |/ 3 Baths
Detached House

€250,000

Ferndale,
Portlaoise

4 Beds
Detached House

€295,000

3 Beds [ 3 Baths

Semi-Detached House €165,000

Kllmimhy, Furﬂaulse :
,’El — -.

3 Bed SEml-DEtﬂchEd €1 Eg 'ﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ
with Garage

13/14 Kilminchy Court,
Portlaoise, Co. Laois

70 Hawthorne Way
Esker Hills, Portlacise, Laois

3 Bed / 3 Bath
Semi-Detached House

€189,000

4 Bed / 3 Baths
Semi-Detached House

€229,000

5 Beds / 3 Baths
Detached House

CBPM

REAL ESTATE

€480,000




(.‘* MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
W GET YOURSELF NOTICED

b AL
> MARKETING

(ORPORATE &
RETAIL PRINT

Clonminarm Business Park, Portlaoise,

Co. Laois, R32 EH11, Ireland
t:+353(0)57 8634050

e: info@mochuaprint.ie

GRAPHIC
DESIGN

WIDE FORMAT
PRINTING

......

_ VEHICLE
" GRAPHICS

f "B PROCUREMENT
PICK & PACK

e
Henry Street, Newbridge, ' ,\
Co. Kildare, W12 TF&3, Ireland ' ‘
- PR

W wWww.mochuaprintie

00000




Backbone of Business.
Proud to serve those who serve us.

bon us’s 5 year warrantf
Ordernowatnwmefsmmv:: _ e

VISITUS FOH MORE INFORMATION
DUBLIN ROAD, PORTLAOISE - Tel: 057 8622048

I]I]Ill"ﬂu Open Maon-Fri, Sam- npm Sat. 9am-2pm — EXIT 16 OM M7

Iy ®
OMmitteg Fﬂ Excellence In Eu!-l'ﬂ“"“ “

: 3 les Eyent, dﬂvl,ngbettewalue for you.
~ lookatthe new Fnrd F! einéldfding: -
« ' 39% low APR" -T7yearroa i i
. Tyear warranty
K

- ._A:*velhlcle foreveny, llfesty.le ,J

e €24,500

FORD
FORD GALAXY MOKDED
TITANIUM

e | ...€35,700

10 €82, 250 VM ek A | -

I][llllllﬂu 3 DUBLIN ROAD, PORTLAOISE - Tel: 057 8622048

Open Mon-Fri. Jam-6pm; Sat. 9am-2pm -~ EXIT 16 ON M7

G afe F " L
om""“t'ﬂ'hmeﬂence In Custormet 8 [ S1MI |




L xloetb
PORTARLINGTON

Further Education & Training Centre

Applications are now being taken for the
following morning programmes commencing STARTING

in January 2020: JANUARY

> Payroll Manual & Computerised aaiLevel 5
Wednesday mornings, 9.00am to 12.00pm

o " European Union
2 Audio Typing Qal Level 5 g
Friday mornings, 9.00am to 12.00pm i

Rédgionach n hEoepa

Closing date for applications is Friday, 13th December 2019

To book your place or to find out more please contact mm
Tel: 057 862 3161 www:portarlingtonfetc.ie

N k[ omta’s Grotto
Abedic & 5 Fi-’teCLd _, 3 Sata Claus is coming,

£ 0
I,"---_____ e, - E ﬂn'nﬂ {-1“ Il
[©tsorg,  T0 Manor Stone | Toawe |

."_q_ _{ﬂr alyy | T

/ ~—/  Gorden Centre
Tarbi‘urywa! EH'I‘ Dates are:

Friday 13" December 4-7pm

kﬂ liousers, Restylin Saturday 14" December 2-7pm
S F@ﬂ y g Sunday 15" December 2-7pm

WESS, =5y J dC ketS,u RE Dd e |||] g Thursday 19" December 4-7pm

N NREYE e MisiLe Friday 20" December 4-7pm
Blelises’: Coats;i€untains M it s, ok mintoiote

Alledding\Dress, ShirtssRe ™ Sunday 22° December 2-7pm

Monday 23 December 2-7pm

o

Euenpg;ﬁ)ress Leatt& ackets] -
S Playpames | 1O book call Freda on

Bndesmald Eﬂ:esses Sehooll Umforms o i ivegip s

S\l ) Mon-Fri 9-5pm
10 Ballacolla, Co Laois
Years
In

Service Contact MumbEr: BEQ 490 ai1? ‘

Take uu:rl-hulu in
: P




Mountmellick Rd.
Portlaoise, Co. Laois
Tel: (057) 8662777
I‘ www.dunkeenoil.ie

KEEPING YOU
WARM THIS
WINTER...

sipe it '1:
k .t“ "l. i" >

ORDER YOUR OIL
ON TIME FOR
CHRISTMAS!

Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie



Second Sunday of Advent

Two purple candles are now lit for the
First and Second Sundays in Advent.

éThe Candle of Peace is lit this Sunday on the second Sunday

-of Advent.

: PRAYER FOR THE SECOND WEEK OF ADVENT
f;L-:wEng God, On this Advent day we turn to you in prayer. As we wait the coming of your:

E;SDI'I, we ask your blessing on each of us. Bring your healing upon us. And help us to%

Ewelcnme your light into our lives, a light that gives us the gift of peace. May your peaceé

Eguard our heart, our mind and our home. We ask this through our Lord. Amen.

"Repent, for the kingdom
of heaven is near."

In Advent the priest
wears purple, the
colour of royalty.

This reminds us that

we are waiting to
welcome Christ,
the King.

A King who is a
brother to us.

‘Come Lord Jesus’

Ready for the Christ of Christmas

Many years ago, a man named John the Baptist preached about
what it means to be ready for Jesus.

John the Baptist was a different kind of man. He wore clothes made
of camel's hair with a belt around his waist. His diet was rather
unusual as well. He ate a diet of locusts and wild honey. Do you
know what a locust is? Many of us today might call it a
grasshopper. I'm not sure I would want to eat grasshoppers and
honey. How about you?

John the Baptist travelled throughout the wilderness of Judea. His
message to the people was to get ready for Jesus. John would
shout loudly, "Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is near."

Are you ready for Jesus? Many people were ready for Jesus. So
they came to John the Baptist. They confessed their sins to God
and were baptised by John in the Jordan River.

After John baptised the people, he told them, "I baptise you with
water for repentance. But there is one coming who is more
powerful than I. He will baptise you with the Holy Spirit."

During this special season of the year as we get ready for
Christmas, you and I need to make sure we're ready for the coming
of the Christ of Christmas. We need to look into our hearts and ask
God to make us clean so we can walk with Jesus each day of our
life. Let's ask him to do that now.
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JOHN THE BAPTIST

PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS

Complete the
Wordsearch!

JOHN
BAPTISM
SMOOTH
STRAIGHT
PHILIP
ROUGH
FORGIVENESS
CALLING
CROOKED
JUDEA
JORDAN
CAESAR
PILATE
REPENTANCE
SINS
DESERT
PREPARE
GALILEE
HEROD
VOICE

WICC<>PmoOVouo=22=Z==>rv
WUZTOADVUV<NIZIOVCZD AW
< m>®=-P>ITO--"1 M< - = 0ON>D
>N w0 0 mIEar C <
A O mMmMmITOCO®TCC 4 20X$=10
SN O XT 40 0 S U - GYOM U -
“w v oM U N0 O N 60 > 0
N O U vV = p 2 < O < 2> <M
0 -~ D w002 rmoa-rrrr»O~nH
ME OO ST WM ZP DO X £m=mih &
O T W OP>PMuU<A4>>>r0=
Z2 W Z2—-0nz2—-0-4dm®m@®»cCcCcmoWn
- VMmO > -2 mMmOmMma >

O

Second RUAH Talks

: 7pm Tuesday 10th December: The
Heath, Ratheniska and Other Schools
in The Heath National School

7pm Wednesday 11th December:
Holy Family Snr School in Holy
Family Jnr Schoaol

7.30pm Thursday 12th December:
Scoil Bhride and the Gaelscoil in
Holy Family Jnr School

Please join us for what promises to be an evening of faith
and fun as we continue to prepare for Confirmation.
Each evening will last an hour.



TIME

TO THINK!

Generosity is a wonderful gift. To have a big heart is a
blessing, that is to be open and compassionate in love to
the needs of others. Generosity is contagious and
beneficial. Fact.. The more we give the more we receive.
Generosity is measured in our ability to engage and be
present to the needs of others. It is also very important to
be generous to ourselves. The more I care for myself the

greater I can care for others. Christmas is a celebration of

generosity., Gods love is so overwhelming that he
embraced our human vulnerability and became one of us.
A birth that evoked generosity from shepherds to wise
men. May we all be blessed with generous hearts this
Christmas.

How much does a Prayer weigh?

Annabelle, a poorly
dressed lady with a
look of defeat on her
face, walked into a
grocery store. She
approached the owner
of the store in a most
humble manner and
asked if he would let
her charge a few
groceries, She softly
explained that her husband was very ill and unable to
work, they had seven children and they needed food. John
Longhouse, the grocer, scoffed at her and reguested that
che leave his store. Visualising the family needs, she said:
"Please, sir! I will bring you the money just as soon as [
can." John told her he could not give her credit, as she did
nokt have a charge account at his store.

Standing beside the counter was a customer who
overheard the conversation between the two. The
customer walked forward and told the grocer that he
would stand good for whatever she needed for her family.
The grocer said in a very reluctant voice, "Do you have a
grocery list?"

Louise replied, "Yes sir"

"O.K." he said, "put your grocery list on the scales and
whatever your grocery list weighs, I will give you that
amount in groceries."

Louise, hesitated a moment with a bowed head, then she
reached intc her purse and took out a piece of paper and
scribbled something on it. She then laid the piece of paper
on the scale carefully with her head still bowed. The eyes
of the grocer and the customer showed amazement when
the scales went down and stayed down, The grocer,
staring at the scales, turned slowly to the customer and
sald begrudgingly, "I can't believe it."

The customer smiled and the grocer started putting the
groceries on the other side of the scales, The scale did not
balance so he continued to put more and more groceries
on them until the scales would hold no more. The grocer
stood there in utter disgust. Finally, he grabbed the piece

THE GIFT OF GENEROSITY THIS CHRISTMAS

of paper from the scales and looked at it with greater
amazement. It was not a grocery list, it was a prayer
which said:

"Dear Lord, you know my needs and I am leaving this in
your hands.”

The grocer gave her the groceries that he had gathered
and stood in stunned silence.

Louise thanked him and left the store. The customer
handed a fifty-euro note to the grocer and said, "It was
worth every penny of it."

It was some time later that the grocer discovered the
scales were broken; therefore, only God knows how much
a prayer weighs.

A Clﬂn'atmas Fraﬂer

Little baby Jesus was born upon this day
Lying in @ manger, laid upon soft hay.
His mother Mary cared for him,

His dad Joseph felt proud,

To be given such a precious boy,
They felt safe within Gods plans.
Shepherds came to greet him,
Wise men carried gifts,

And gave them to the baby,

They knew he would be king.

So we too an Christmas day
Come to worship him.

And celebrate, with love and hope,
To play and laugh and sing.
We love the lights upon the tree,
The presents and the food.

We share this special time together
And say our God is good,

So good he sent us Jesus
To walk and shine the way,

For us all to follow him,

Inte a Heavenly day.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 16,600 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles

Fr. Paddy’s book 4/ adtl de weld " on sale in the Parish Shop or online at www.portlaciseparish.ie
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Clonminam Ind. Est., Opening Hours
Portlaoise. Monday-Friday
057-8672980 8:45am-5:30pm

M AL FEEDS Saturday 9am to 5pm

S DOG/CAT We stock full ronge of bagged

2 BAGS 15KG e :
DOG FOOD 1% TINMED Animal food for

e—* ), FOOD « Cattle » Sheep + Pigs + Goats
ONLY L R
€20.00 #'""*E €T; ';3"" + Feed for Poultry and Game and

Domestic animals

© Stocking all leading brands; Pedre, Dr. lohn, Redmills Leader,
Engage, Royal Canin, Beta, Arkwright

—I-——:- RED MILLS . —wl e . L
Fi'rl ﬁ mlaurﬂ.w - ; § -..".. uf

el REDMILLS, BAILEYS AND
w _RANGE | &) BLUEGRASS HORSEFEED IN STOCK

Agents for Pet Safe Radio Fence and Accessories 3 BAGS OF
WATER

DON'T MISS = A\ SOFTENER
OUT ON OUR ~ ' SALT ONLY
SPECIAL PRICE ;Y Y, €19.50
OF €175.00 - | . GiNETICE
UP UNTIL AVAIL OF SPECIAL PRICE ON 25KG PEANUTS | x% 4% BLOCKSALT
CHRISTMAS  -only €39.50 20kG only €32.00 I;%@ L FINE In Stock
&

25KG Wild Bird Seed €20.00 '~ NOW ONLY

i ¥
CLIPPERS AND BLADES IN 5STOCK 5
Wild Bird Seed, Nyjer, Suet Balls and Wi €8.00

Feeders now in stock

In store blade sharpening service

+ KINDLING « BRIQUETTES « BLOCKS « SMOKELESS COAL

- « ECO GLOW OVOIDS « GAS + FIRELIGHTERS « ECO LOGS
W O5MO MOS5 REMOVER +« GAS « FIRELIGHTERS AND ECO LOGS
NOW IN STOCK

Rungé of Wheelbarows 16 Now stocking Stove Ovoids - ideal for Stoves, smokeless and
burns to ash

suit demestic and farm use .
J See our range of free standing Stoves

KEEP YOUR RODENTS
AT BAY ECO GLOW 40KG - Super smokeless product - 3 for €53.00

Stock up from FIREBRITE 40KG - 3 FOR €51.00
our range of Bait SPECIAL BRIQUETTES - 5 FOR €21.00

and Traps OFFER Also Gas only €24.50
SHAVINGS AND RUBBER

MATTING IN STOCK
K to date with our Special Offers and Free Dra
oft X 4ft Heavy Duty Mats €49,00 e o e urapea r HE r{f:ws

Lighter gauge €40.00 on Facebook and Midlands 103 ,,..,,,f;‘“_,,s

&'  Don’t forget to order your CHRISTMAS TREE available in Brownes from 1* December

€5 donation to homeless charity for every tree sold
Brownes Animal Feeds...Animal Feeds and much more...always great value and service!




Opening Hours
Monday-Friday
8:45am-5:30pm
Saturday Sam to 5pm

Clonminam Ind. Est.,
Portlaoise.

057-8672980

BROWNES

ANIMAL

e T ] 0

Also Stocking, = Kennels
Outdoor Turnout + Accessories = Flea Treatments
Rugs from & Health Supplements

€56.00
Many styles and sizes “ LJAL:HC::I?H?JTW ﬂﬁ‘n
. to choose from LESS 15% OFF ‘“‘g’f

« BOOTS « JACKETS # SKULLS » BACK PROTECTORS « GLOVES « JODS « TACK

+ Wide range of Wellingtons, Wark Boots and Water proofs always in stock.

» Range of PPE Gear - fantastic value in all brands.

* Camo and Shooting Clothing in

20 Raffes...
First raffle FREE!
All WELCOME

stock, adult and junior, Don’t miss out

i |
on the special offers! 10% oFF aLL

WORKBOOTS
FOR DECEMBER

Brownes -
Always great
value and
service

%{ﬂ:un Pamily night

-'?" in Ratheniska Hall —~«-
with our
Christmas 6oose Club

_ounday 8t Dec

A Iots of Christmas raffles &

great prizes - you could even
WIN your Christmas Dinner!

Join us
& from 7.30pm

G 5
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www.midlandsparkhotel.com
or call into Hotel Reception

—~
N@CUS
OPTICIANS -

O/Ullai bllor way to say gﬁ'ﬁﬁy |
A @Arisimas flmm a gt'ﬁ cartj _7[;‘Dm your o
< .-. local @pﬁciaﬂs! = e

e @ II ).]I-Z(’l’l].? (f//! l'i:.‘i f-fﬂ'ﬂ.&' I“-U ;

a” our customers!

J Main iveet, Fortlacise /-\
0578682605
=
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THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Pat Dwyer
Grenville

Maura Fingleton
Grange

Margaret Cash
Abbeyleix

Cecylia Packa
The Downs

9 Zbigniew Adamczyk
Esker Hills

£l

Margaret Drennan
Ratheniska

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

For the perfect tribute card for yvour foved one
— ottr bespoke memortal cards.

Create a eollage of images illustirating
the life of your loved ene with our
expert Design Team.

Al onr Cards are individvally desioned
npigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
Sfor additional photos er images.

L

-~

i g

i

¥ =' _Id;' iy
; 'jlﬂlliIE

Umit 3, Clonminian B 55
Portlaoise, Cn Lams
BO57 86 34050

www.mochuaprint.ie

ﬁbl'r' i

[
OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR |

L N . N . N, . . N, N . . . . . . -
>

KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

v
A

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;
057-8620567
PAUL; DB7-2562137 . .

T
MNIALL; e

i =
086-2770095 m" - __; N

Uit &b Clonminam Business Park,
Portlacise,

Co. Laots.

Tel: (057) BGOOZ5E

Fax: (0637} BHG2997

Mobile: (087) 25385930

Email: mlo@portlaoisesione.ic
Weh: www.portlioisestone e

PORTLAOISE
STONE CENTRE
LIMITED

« We supply an cxtensive range of
headstones and plagues in gramie,
marhle and limestone, any design
maile to order.

« We also supply bronze eternal
lrnps, statues et

+ Sandblasting cleaning caumicd out.

+ Inseriptions added.

+ (e headstones renovated.

+ Cement top and wide range of
chippings avalable.

+ We also supply and fit anificial grass.

+ All grave work camed out o a high standard.

Call'in to our showroom wiiere we fave o wide range of Grave Accessories
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In Loving Memory of ? @ BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ‘©|']

DENIS CAHILL In Loving Memory of
Evlevalley, Stradbally, Laois, ANGELA CLEARY née Colbert

3" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 37 Lakeglen, Portlacise.
in Holy Cross Church, Ratheniska, on 4 Birthday away from home occurs 117 December 20719,
Sunday 15" December at 10am. To a loving Wife, cherished Mother and adored Nanny
"I dud not see you cipse your eyes, or hear We think of gou in silence,
your last faint sigh, I only Ffffu‘d‘l_-‘_ial you We often speak gour name,
were gong, too late to say goodbye.
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Miss you every second of every day. picture in a frame.

L1

\f'r'lql'r r:".--l'll'u_: F""I:'l O W \u;-.l"‘ .,'-IIII; E“Ilr “.-'m'r-..-

Love always Mam, Dad, Lily and Gran xoxox I I
Eheeres skl Care,

W@? @mﬂ &ﬁﬁr f}? Eﬂm i I - E)L.'-I‘. o ones knows the heartache,

A/
L 1

L1

h
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lfl’\lb wie burm a'l"':l- |('..:i'\-'«l" I'.j!"‘l] I:I'IIC'.I'I:'..

’n LOVing Memory Of ? Sadly missed by your loving husband Tem, daughters

Stephanie, Tracey and Paula, grandchildren Craig, Ben, Ryan,

THGMAS TERRITT . Roisin and Willow. Always in our hearts.
34 Cherrygarth, Portlavise. et in Peace ChMam

32" Anniversary Mass will be celcbrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul s Parish Chuarch on

Sunday 8" December at 12.30pm. % fﬂ LOW'HQ MemOFy Of

Our thoughts are ever with you,
though you have passed away, JOSEPH & BRIDGET

And those who loved you dearly are C_LEAR
thinking of you today. Whose Anniversaries occur af this fime.
Sadly missed by all his foving family X, friends. B Y | will 4 ;
t ose who think of them today
CMay ‘Chomas Rest in Peace W ! : : *f
A little: prayer to Jesus say

In Loving Memory of Afways remembered 6y your
DENIS (Dinny) | e

FITZPATRICK

46 Liogard, Portlaoise. : f L E M f
11" Anniversary occurs 13" December 2019 n Loving viemory o
We miss you from your PASCHAL FARRELL
fireside chair, 56 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
Your loving smile and Paschal’s 43" Anniversary occurred recently.

gentle air, e\ Anniversary Mass will be

Your vacant place, no one celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
can fill, Parish Church, this Sunday
We miss you Daddy and — 8" December at 12:30pm.
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always will. ] We thought of you today,
He was a husband so very | ks ' But that is nothing new,

L1}

rare, content in his home We thought about you yesterday,
51 th And days before that too.
o I A TS, We think of you in sifence, we often speak your name,
On Earth he toiled, in Heaven he rests, Al we have are memories and your picture in a frame.
God bless you Din, you were one of the best. Your memory is our keepsake, from which we [l never part,
Lovingly remembered by your wife Doreen, God has you in His arms, we have you in our hearts.
children Ann, Tina, Jofin and Dor, sons-in-faw, | Sadly missed and remembered 6y fiis loving parents, brotfiers,

daughter-in-faw and grandchildren. sister, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews and grand niece.

CMay the ord lay Iis gentle hand upon him CMay "Raschal Rest in " Reace
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| In Loving Memory of "? ? In Loving Memory of <’

DENIS BOWE WILLIAM (BILLY) FARRELL
7 Ashley Gardens, Portlaoise. Hillview Drive and formerly of St. John's Sy.
3" Anniversary occurs 16" December 2019 6" Anniversary occurs 8" December 2019

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on Parish Church this Sunday 8" December at 12:30pm.

., G, A, ', O S, A, A, S, ., e, A G, S, . ., .,
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Saturday 14™ December at 6.30pm. If we could have one wish, one wish

We speak your name with love and pride 21 that could come true,
We smile with tears we cannot hide . 2 It would be to wake up in the
We thank you for the years we shared :
The love you gave, the way you cared,

.. . . .|
L1
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morning, and have our fife back,

ik
iF

i - . the one we shared with you.
Sadly missed by your wife Margaret, - To go back to the days, where our
dr-ﬂ'ﬂgllliffr Yyonne, sons Denis and  § worries are very few,
David and extended family. B But most importantly the days when
C;{,{@ @ﬁfﬂ @m .i':ff '@m . 2 e caufipu.t U ArTms amund’}-ou.
' 3 e will afways be a family of frve
and we think_of you, with everything

(1
L1

(13
AF iF

(1Y

(1]
"

In Loving Memory of e
ROBERT O’ CONNOR e just wish you were fiere, because life will never be

Liogard and Forest Park, Portluoise. the same without you.
3™ Anniversary occurs at this fime.

(1]
"

(1]
"

Love You forever and miss Low 5\fﬁerﬂH, Hour wife

T ime may hide a sadness, like a it @i childrgw Christine, Jessica g Williawa,
y hid dness, lik A A childven Christine, Jessica and \Will

smile can hide a tear, OM‘@ %ﬁm @&'ﬂ' f}f Eﬁﬂ'—&f

PBut memories will last forever,

Orunc we loved so dear, ? In Luvfng Memury ﬂf ?
KATHLEEN TIERNEY
oFtha past Kilminchy, Portlaoise.

: 20* Anniversary occurs 16™ December 2019

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & 5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Paul’s Parish on Sunday 8" December at 12:30pm. Sunday 15" December at 10am.

jadljr mﬂsed"ﬁ_jr ﬂ{amm}’ T)dd"ﬁ‘-_}f 5‘Iffmﬁ,ﬂd'h'an, ¥ Saldlv missed along life's way,
4 ; ; | A ) CQuietly remembered everyday,
faz ﬂ,famur_}r, Lorraine, @Emr‘{afam?{}" Mo longer in our lives to share,

Wdy m Gijﬂff IH Wm -] But in our hearts you're always there.

A “ Coved & remembered iy all her foving family.

? In Loving Memory of ? ay Kathleen Rest S Raaco
ELIZABETH (BETTY) HACKETT In Loving Memory of ?

[ 1}
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Nr.:l: ]1.!51.' amemory or |:rarl:
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["_'Jut ours to remember as |+_:u15 as life last.
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Drogheda Court, Monasterevin,

1" Anniversary occurs 7 December 2019 THOMAS & ANNE KEHOE

(N Knockmay Road, Portlaoise.

Ak
r

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this Thomas'
saturday 7" December at 6:30pm. 3ot Apniversary

£l
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Though your smile is gone forever and your T ocecurs 8 December
hand we cannot touch,
e : Anne's
\ Still we have so many memories of the Mam ¥
1 5' Annivcrﬁm';’

we loved so much,
occurred j‘h Dr.c.r. mber

(1
"

ik
T

Sadly missed fry Mary, Susan and Pat, grandchildren,
great grandchildeen, refatives and friends. Sadly missed and afiways remembered by all their loving family .

My Ebiaabeth Rest S 'Reace My They Rast S Beace
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CHRISTMAS
Late of 68 O" Moore Place, Portlaoise.
1" Anniversary occurred 6" December 2019 11.{ E _\'1 -E: I'.d B l,: :J{ }J{_T ES

A picture of you | carry in my heart,

| close my eyes to see it, when the world - . . .
gets dark, The final date to submit notices will be

A memory of you | carmy in my soul, FRIDAY 13”' DECEMBER

| wrap it close around me, when the nights
get cold, Due to the large volume of remembrances

If you ask how | am, I'd say just fine, in past years we request that you please
But the truth is, if you could read my mind, bring in your remembrances as soon as
Not a day goes by, that | don't think of you. possible to allow sufficient time to
Sadly missed by your daughter Bridgid, your grandchildren JEREIUUSCRGIENR-TT R VETCTI R al [V B
Aaron, James, Ava and Amanda and her partner Colin.

Rest in ' Reave CManyKatz

THE ——
PARISH SHOP
THE PARISH CENTRE

WAV AV AVAVAVAVANVATVAV AV AV AV AV LY.
A

= T — B B
CALL IN AND BROWSE CHRISTMAS
OUR LARGE SELECTION OF; MaAss

e Cribs/Nativity Sets » Gifts ® Christmas Omaments | BOUQUETS
‘ e Cards for all occasions e Diaries & Calendars

‘ e Bibles & Books

CHRISTMAS OPENING TIMES
Monday-Friday: 9am to S5pm
‘ Saturdays: 14" & 21°' December

10am-2pm
NN F e L RS B
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®5 Like” us on Facebook

10am Mass, concluding with Rosary
7pm. Saturday after 10am Mass
concluding with Rosary 6pm. Sunday
commencing at 2:30pm, concluding
with Rosary 7pm. From 2:30pm to
3:30pm on Sunday will be a special
time of prayer for vocations to the
Priesthood.

Adoration _in_the Church of the
Assumption the Heath Sundays
from 2.50pm to 4pm.

Rosary: Please join the Prayer for
Ireland team in praying the Rosary
daily at 9.30pm on the Parish radio
{106.5fm) or web cam.

Rosary at the Grotto: First Fridays
and all Feast days to Our Lady, 8pm.
Legion of Mary; meeting every Wed.
night at 8pm in the Prayer room of
the Parish Church.

Parish Bereavement Support: If
you have lost a loved one, there is a
confidential one to one support
service available (by appointment),
call 0B7-9873300.

“Meditating... Being Mindful...
Seeking God"”: In the Parish Church
{old sacristy), Thursdays, 11am to 12
noon. Mew members welcome.

Divine Mercy Prayer Meeting:
Every Monday B-9pm in the Prayer
room of Portlaoise Parish Church.

The Rosary is recited in St. Brigid's
Church, Shanahoe every Monday
evening at 8pm. All are welcome,

5t. Joseph's Young Priest Society:
Flease join us for a Holy Hour at 3pm
every Friday, as we pray for vocations
to the Priesthood and religious life. All
are welcome.

Medjugorje Group Pilgrimage
22n2-29% July 2020 €645. Direct flight
to Mostar reduces journey by 3 hours.
Booking after 1% Feb. 2020 €695.
Accompanied by Fr, Sean Hyland as
Spiritual Director. Contact Michae
Nerney 086-8157305 for bookings,
Portlacise Parish Pilgrimage to
Lourdes 2020: Wednesday 22™ July
to Tuesday 280 July 2020, 6 nights
Saint Sauveur Hotel, fare fully incl.
€719 p.p. sharing (special fare
subsided by committee, single supp.
€155 extra). Payments can be made
in instalments, once deposit €200
has been paid, non-refundable and
non-transferable, to be paid to JWT,

143 Lr. Baggot St., Dublin 12. For
info. contact;
JWT 01-2410802

Sean O’ Leary 086-3633785
Frances Doheny 085-8142666

time in your marriage/relationship?
Counselling Services available at
Accord, Parish Centre, Portlaoise, call
057-8661581 or e-mail us at;
accordportlacise@hotmail.com
COMMUNITY NOTICES

Heath Knitting Group: On Sun. 15"
December we will be holding a raffle
after 5:30am Mass in the hall in the
Church grounds, raffle items include
a knitted nativity and other festive
items. Raffle in aid of the restoration
of the Church.
Portlacise Active
Association (ARA)
Bowls: Every Monday at 3pm in St
Mary's Hall - regular & new members
are always welcome to come along
and take part and become a member
of the ARA Bowls team,

Whist: Play or learn Whist at Sue
Ryder Centre every Thursday from
2.30pm to 4pm. All are welcome.
Absolute beginners and improvers are
catered for. Learn an enjoyable
pastime and meet new friends.

Dec. 11'": No meeting this week as
ARA members are celebrating an
early Christmas Dinner with overnight
stay to enjoy the music, singing,
dancing and the fun of the festive
season,

Dec. 18™: An end of year celebration
Hooley ensuring plenty of music and

Retirement

entertainment to send us all away [§
with joyous memories of a busy year |}

and hopefully enough energy to look
forward to 2020,
Annual St. Stephen’s Day Walk in

I e i id of Laoi spice;
Long walk approx. 10 miles. Short
walk approx, 3 miles. For more info.
and sponsorship cards, please contact
Sheila Bourke on 087-6339540.
Portlacise Athletic Club Annual
Church gate collection will be held
on 14*/15" December.

aoi i l Cuisle

Centre Fun Run: St. Stephen’s Day,
meet at St. Fintan's car park, Dublin
road side, ready to run/walk at
10:30am, Option of one or two laps
of the Stradbally road block. No reg.
fee, wvoluntary contribution, bucket
collection on the day with all money
going to the Cuisle Centre.
Couch to SK retums 8" January at
the track at Portlaoise College at 6pm
for 10 weeks. Registration at 5:15pm
on 8%, €30 for 10 weeks.

@ po rtlaoiselinku P To discuss how we can help you grow your business
LY
RELIGIOUS NOTICES LUSEFUL SERVICES RAFFLE IN AID OF THE CUISLE
Adoration: Monday to Friday after | Accord; Going through a difficult | CENTRE will take place on Thursday

19* December at 1pm.
Tickets are on sale in the Cuisle Fayre
shop.

1* Prize: Super Christmas Hamper incl.
€50 voucher from Mulhall's

Supervalu for the meat counter.

2" Prize; €50 Hughes Pharmacy
vaucher

3™ Prize; €50 Chocolate Brown voucher
4™ prize; Chocolate Hamper

5t Prize: Mixed Hamper

g™ Prize; €30 McElwee Pharmacy
vaucher

7" Prize; €20 Laura-Jane voucher

&' Prize; Killarney Crystal Vase
(Shaws)

o' Prize; €30 Connolly Meats voucher
10" Prize; €30 Corrib Oil voucher

(Prize winners will be notified by phone
and prizes must be collected befare
lunchtime Sat, 21% Dec.)

All money raised will go directly to the
Cuisle Centre to fund and support
cancer treatment for patients all over
Laois. Thank you to all our sponsors for
their donations. Your generosity is
greatly appreciated.

Management and wolunteers of the
Cuisle Fayre charity shop would like to
thank all our patrons and customers for
their support since we started trading
in February 2016 and we wish you all a

happy and Holy Christmas.

P.O.P.A.
Fortlaoise
Sendor Cittzens Cormmittes
57 ANNUAL
RISTMAS PARTY

In the Midlands Park Hotel,
Portlaoise

Sug}dav 5 Januarv,
will be

EBED

served 2
Parish only

Tickets avallable from,
Midlands Park Hotel
Martley’'s Newsagents

iday 3" January 2020
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ACTIVE PLUMBER

Central heating, showers,
taps, blockages.

New installation or repairs.
Contact Fergus;

LAOIS TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

PLUMBER

AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel,
oil servicing, water
softener installation.

08?'6542?42 057-8732998 Contact Alaﬂ;
087-0959245 087-2619426 / 083-3742600 085-1141395
TOTAL REFURB FOR SALE HANDYMAN AVAILABLE

- Tiling - Plastering
- Block laying - Carpentry
- Metal Gates etc.

Contact Kevin;

2005 Toyota Corolla

car, good condition,

NCT passed, €2,000
0.n.0., Contact;

Tiling incl. Bathrooms,
Kitchens, Walls and Floors.
Timber floors, gardening incl.
hedge cutting & landscaping.
All jobs considered for a
reasonable price. Phane Jim;

083-3692759 089-7014468 087-6885017
Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING PA!NTm_G ANE_’ M,D_L_-_A_H__D_
SERVICES DECORATING APPLIANCE
For all your Heating & Plumbing neads Interior and Exterior
Service and Repair of il Ballers, Pﬂ'WEI’WEEhFﬁg and Spra‘y’ RE PAI RS

0il Cookers & Gas Boilers

Plus Pawer Flushing of Heati stem

Rernoving all the old sludge and water that has built up in
ywour radiators and boilers over the years with clean water
and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save manay.

Ballyfin, Portlacise. Call:

Painting, inside and outside,
new houses etc. 12 years
experience. Contact;

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

086-3758503 089-4459958 087-9080211
WINDOWS & DOOR PODIATRIST W
i M MAY COLLINS 5 bags hardwood logs €20
- HIHQEE!Ha"d]ES Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST g bags softwood |Og5 £15
- Letterboxes 2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window & Door draught
proofing

083-3153211

Tel.,
086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

4 |large bags of kindling €10
Order over €50 worth and get
2 bags of kindle wood free!
Free delivery.

Contact; 087-7645855

DOG
GROOMING
1% BUSINESS

-._

's="» FOR SALE

Co. Laois
Contact; ﬁ
)

089-4297559

@ B VACANCY
Number of rofes going at
GEORGE RUSSELL & CO.

ACCOUNTANTS, BUSINESS

AND TAX ADVISORS
Based in Ballyfin, Portlacise

Trainee Accountants and Part-time
experienced staff. E-mail CV to;
russellcompany.aipa@gmail.com

BABYSITTER AVAILABLE
Kind, reliable, experienced 19
year old College girl available
to mind baby/child, weekends,
overnight if required. Excellent
references. Portlaoise area.
Contact;
087-9507768

i EPH’
YOUNG PRIEST'S
SOCIETY
Monthly meeting will be
held Monday 9" December
in the Parish Centre after
10am Mass. New members
are always welcome.

.

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church on
Friday 13" December in honour of

Our Lady of Fatima and for the

intentions of all parishioners.

_@) FITZFIRE LTD

Sales and Service of Fire Equipment

OFFICE ASSISTANT REQUIRED

Part-time basis - 10 hours weekly
For PR duties, social media and
general office duties. Own
transport essential. E-mail C.V. to
info@fitzfire.ie




Pictured above; Mountrath G.A.A presenting €1,100 to Guide Dogs and €1,100 to Downs Syndrome Ireland

from their Monster Bingo event. Sincere thanks to all those who supported our Bingo fundraiser.

Carol Service

22nd December

i the Parish Chirch

Come along to an évening
that promises to bring
Christmas Cheer

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design



Quality
Printers
Ltd.

YOUR ONE STOP
AFFORDABLE

PRINT & DESIGN
SERVICE

Large Format Printing
Print Finishing

Digital Printing
Lithographic Printing

Memorial Cards for your loved ones

At Quality Printers Ltd. we understand the importance of producing a memory card

that is unique to your loved one, You can choose from tasteful layouts, add photographs
of your loved one or images of their home or favourite ploce, choose o verse or use your
own. We also produce ocknowledgment cards, memorial bookmarks, waollet cards and
acknowledgement note paper. You can be assured of a professional and respectful
service and o memory card finished to the highest quality.

Quality Printers 5575631573

Quality Printers Ltd. haove been providing a quality www.qualltyprmters.le
& affordable printing & design service since 1965, gualityprinters@eircom.net

Cur alm is to offer all our elients a quality service at offordoble prices qpaccounts@eircom.net



