


 

 

 
Joseph the Worker 

For The Work of Human Hands 

1st May 2020 

At a time when we give huge votes of thanks to our NHS 

workers, it is tempting for the rest of us to think that per-

haps our own jobs aren’t worth as much. The truth is, that 

everyone’s job is reliant on someone else’s.  We are all part 

of a big human jigsaw and we are all valuable. Whether we 

are currently working or currently in lockdown, this is a 

time for us all to consider how to make our skills more val-

uable to others. 

ON LINE DONATIONS 

Thank you 

There has been a very generous response to our  

on-line dona�on facility. We are very grateful for 

your support at this �me.   

If you wish to contribute in this way you may do so 

by visi�ng our website www.portlaoiseparish.ie 

and follow the direc�ons to donate.  It is a fully   

secure payment system.  We fully appreciate how 

difficult a �me financially this is for so many whose 

jobs and businesses are effec�vely locked down. 

We are grateful for the support we receive.  

Thank You. 

***** 



 

We’ll Never Walk Alone 
 

As we look for meaning in life, for     

fulfilment and happiness, our frantic 

quest often becomes a vicious circle. 

The more we search, the more life 

eludes us. We reach the age of thirty, 

then forty,   fifty, sixty and so on, with 

the increasing frustration that we have 

achieved little of what we set out to 

achieve in our    optimistic youth. Then 

a nagging doubt sets in. Perhaps we 

will never amount to anything! Is this 

all that life holds for us? 

The ‘Road to Emmaus’ can be perceived as a metaphor for our own life span.  On Palm     

Sunday we heard how in a state of huge expectation, Jesus’ supporters met Jesus on his     

triumphant entry into Jerusalem. There were those who had expected Jesus to start some-

thing of a revolution, and they desperately wanted to be a part of it. There were those who 

had expected Jesus to transform and improve their lives only to have their hopes dashed. In 

today’s gospel, two such disciples are     making their way back home and discussing the 

events of the last days. They are feeling defeated, gloomy and considerably let down. But as 

their journey progresses, they meet a stranger who teaches them how to look on things differ-

ently and where to look for the answers they lack. The stranger of course is Jesus. For the two 

disciples what begins with the shattering of an immature faith ends up with them giving wit-

ness to a mature and sustaining faith. 

Could the story be about us? Every broken dream, disappointment and doubt is out there on 

the Road to Emmaus. Each of us is challenged to decide which part of the journey we have 

reached. Are we disillusioned and beating our heads against the proverbial brick wall? Or have 

we recognised that perhaps if life’s rewards are eluding us, we need to be doing things       

differently. Could it be that we are looking for answers in all the wrong places? Most           

importantly, have we reached an awareness that we are never alone? Jesus promises that he 

is still with us just as he was with those unsuspecting early disciples. He is with us in        

scripture, and in his teaching. He is with us in the Eucharist, and he is with us in our prayers.   



 

 

 

Dear Lord,  open our eyes, we want to see Jesus!                   

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

On the Road to Emmaus  
In the Gospel today tells an amazing story about a day 

when Jesus walked and talked with some of his        

followers, but they didn't even recognise him. Here is 

what happened. 

After Jesus was crucified and risen from the grave, 

two of his followers were walking on the road that led 

to a town called Emmaus. They were sad and were 

talking about what had happened to Jesus. Suddenly, 

Jesus joined the disciples and walked along with them, but they did not know who he 

was because God kept them from recognising him. 

"You seem to be having a very serious discussion. What are you talking about?" Jesus 

asked them. 

 

One of the men answered, "You must be the only person in Jerusalem that doesn't know 

what has happened the past few days," Then they told them about how Jesus had been 

crucified, and buried, and that some women had gone to his tomb, but the tomb was 

empty. "We have heard that he is alive," they said, "but we have not seen him." 

"Do you find it so difficult to believe what was written by the prophets in the Scripture?" 

Jesus asked. "It was predicted by the prophets that the Messiah would have to suffer all 

these things before entering his time of glory." Then Jesus quoted passages from the 

writings of the prophets, explaining what the Scriptures said about himself. 

 

By this time, they had come to Emmaus and the disciples invited Jesus to stay with 

them since it was getting too late in the day to travel. So Jesus stayed with them and 

when they sat down to eat, Jesus took the bread and blessed it, broke it, and gave it to 

them. Suddenly, their eyes were opened and they saw that it was Jesus. Then just as 

quickly as he had appeared to them, Jesus disappeared.  They were so happy and       

excited to have seen Jesus that they ran back to Jerusalem to tell the others that they 

had seen Jesus.   

www.portlaoiseparish.ie.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the Road to EmmausOn the Road to EmmausOn the Road to EmmausOn the Road to Emmaus    
Complete the paragraph by filling in the blanks with the correct 

words from the word bank at the bottom of the story. 

Now that same day two of them were going to a village 

called     , about seven miles from Jerusalem.  

They were talking with each other about everything that 

had happened.  As they talked and       discussed these 

things with each other,      himself came up and      

along with them; but they were kept from recognising him. 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he 

were going farther.  But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly  

    ; the            is almost over.”  So he went in to stay 

with them. 

When he was at the       with them, he took      , gave 

     ,  broke it and began to give it to them.  Then their  

       were         and they recognised him, 

Bread   Emmaus  eyes  opened  thanks 

Day  evening  Jesus  table  walked 

That same day two of   That same day two of   That same day two of   That same day two of   

Jesus’ followers were Jesus’ followers were Jesus’ followers were Jesus’ followers were 

walking to the village walking to the village walking to the village walking to the village 

of Emmaus, seven of Emmaus, seven of Emmaus, seven of Emmaus, seven 

miles out of Jerusalem. miles out of Jerusalem. miles out of Jerusalem. miles out of Jerusalem. 

Suddenly, Jesus himself Suddenly, Jesus himself Suddenly, Jesus himself Suddenly, Jesus himself 

came along and joined came along and joined came along and joined came along and joined 

them and began     them and began     them and began     them and began     

walking beside them.walking beside them.walking beside them.walking beside them.    

First Holy Communion No�ce 

Dear parents /guardians 



 OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR 

THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY 
 

Sr. Romana (Rita) Hennessy 
Sisters of the Sacred Heart of                 

Jesus and Mary, Middlesex                 

and formerly of Shaen. 
 

 
 

     Eamonn Kealey 
         Capoley 

 

 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 

Our sympathy to their familiesOur sympathy to their familiesOur sympathy to their familiesOur sympathy to their families    



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Let us pray for the many people 

 who are dying alone,  

without being able to say goodbye 

to their loved ones. 

Let us pray also for the families who  

cannot accompany their loved ones 

on that journey.  

Pope Francis - March 2020 



 

 

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 17,000 followers or 

@AbbeyleixP or check out Paddy Byrne on Facebook. 

 

 

 

TIME  TO THINK! 

 



BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT                             

DURNING COVID 19 

THE PORTLAOISE PARISH BEREAVEMENT  

SUPPORT TEAM WOULD LIKE TO OFFER OUR  

CONDOLENCES TO ALL FAMILIES WHO HAVE LOST 

A LOVED ONE ESPECIALLY DURING COVID 19  

RESTRICTIONS. WE ARE CONSCIOUS THAT THIS 

IS A VERY DIFFICULT TIME FOR THE BEREAVED 

AND HAVE INCLUDED SOME INFORMATION                      

FOR YOU TO ACCESS SHOULD YOU                              

REQUIRE SUPPORT. 

 

IRISH HOSPICE FOUNDATION  

SUPPORT DURNING CARONAVIRUS 

www.bereaved.ie 

 

HSE BEREAVEMENT SUPPORT  

DURNING CARONAVIRIS  www.hse.ie 

 

PORTLAOISE PARISH BEREAVEMENT  

SUPPORT 087 9878300 

PRAYER AT TIME OF BEREAVEMENTPRAYER AT TIME OF BEREAVEMENTPRAYER AT TIME OF BEREAVEMENTPRAYER AT TIME OF BEREAVEMENT    

Lord, you are close                                            

to the broken hearted  

Be with me now in                                       

my grief and loneliness. 

Give me courage to face loss                             

and not grieve in silence 

Be with me as I struggle with the many 

different and painful feelings. 

Ease the hurt in my heart 

Encircle me in your love. 

Help me to believe that one day I will                

no longer have this deep sorrow. 

May I find comfort in sharing my grief 

with those who understand                                           

the strong bonds of love 

Stay with me, Lord support me 

Help me to know your power is at work 

within me as I deal with my grief. 


