
Message from Pope Francis 
"Tonight before falling asleep 

think about when we will return to the street. 
When we hug again, 

when all the shopping together will seem like a party. 
Let’s think about when the coffees will return to the bar, 

the small talk, the photos close to each other. 
We think about when it will be all a memory 

but normalcy will seem an unexpected and beautiful gift. 
We will love everything that has so far seemed futile to us. 

Every second will be precious. 
Swims at the sea, the sun until late, 

sunsets, toasts, laughter. 
                We will go back to laughing together. 

Strength and courage. 
See you soon! " 
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Come forth Lazarus 
In today’s Gospel Jesus is surrounded by a culture of death.  

The disciples are afraid to go back to Bethany, the Jews want 

to stone Jesus to death, Mary and Martha are distraught                

over the death of their brother Lazarus, and Lazarus himself 

lies bound in the darkness of the tomb.  It appears as it                  

there is no hope.  Jesus weeps for his friend                                         

and for those around him. 

Yet, surrounded by a culture of death and despair, Jesus gives 

compassion and new life to those in turmoil.  It is easy to say 

that nothing can be done when we are faced with difficult  

situaƟons in our own lives.  Yet Jesus says ‘Lazarus, come 

forth’ and to the people he says, ‘Unbind him, let him go.’                 

It is a message for all of us to come away from a culture of 

death; to help unbind one another and to allow ourselves to 

emerge from the tomb.  We are called to take away the 

stone.  Today’s Gospel is a story of liberaƟon.  Jesus gives a 

new insight into the power of faith over death.                                                          

It is an  acƟve faith, one that urges us on to work                                   

for change and new life. 

‘What did you do while the planet was plundered?  What did 

you do as the earth was unravelling?  Surely you did         

something as the seasons started failing?  Surely you did 

something as the mammals, repƟles and birds were all dying?  

Did you fill the streets with protest when democracy was    

stolen?  What did you do once you knew?  



Miraculous Life 
Sisters, Martha and Mary send word to Jesus to tell 
him that his beloved friend Lazarus is seriously ill. 
When Jesus hears this news, her  remains another 
two days where he is   before setting off to Judea. 
The story is puzzling to say the least! That Jesus   
delays rushing off to be with his good friends in their 
hour of need surely smacks of total indifference. In 
truth, Jesus’ delay is essential to the story. 
 

Jesus is about to deepen the faith of his good friends   
Martha, Mary and Lazarus and all those who know 
them. It is because he loves his friends and not     
because he is indifferent to them that he allows Lazarus to die before returning. It is through 
Lazarus’ death that Jesus is about to display indisputable proof of God. Jesus is about to work 
the ultimate miracle. Jesus raises Lazarus from the dead. 
 

It is not just that Lazarus got his life back that makes this miracle so exciting, it’s that      
everybody who witnessed it or heard about it had their lives changed as a result. The raising 
of Lazarus reminds us not only that we are to inherit eternal life, but also that our lives can 
be miraculously enriched by our faith in Jesus. 

For the Elderly and  
Vulnerable in our Parish 

 

If you need any assistance during 
this time, to pick up prescriptions 
or to do some shopping, or would 
like to talk to someone we have a 
team of volunteers ready to help. 

Please call 085 2125978. 

A PARISH INITIATIVE  

DURING THIS CRISIS 



Reflect 
Don’t give up.   

As we journey into the penulƟmate 

week of Lent there might be a           

tendency to let things slide.   

We might be tempted to relax in our 

commitment.  Long distance athletes 

speak about ‘hiƫng a wall’.                  

A reference to the moment in a race 

or event where they feel they want to 

stop or have nothing leŌ to give. 

Somehow, they dig deep and find         

reserves of energy they need to     

conƟnue.  We need to know that, as 

we journey  towards Holy Week and 

dig deeper into our faith, somewhere 

in that despair or unknowing we can 

find the grace to conƟnue... 

There is a finish line and even if you 

think you cannot reach it,  

God is with you every step of the way.  

God’s mercy is deep.   

It is only when we go deeper into our 

relaƟonship with God that we           

experience the grace and strength to 

further our relaƟonship with him. 

 

 
 

OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR 

THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY 
 

Michael McEvoy,  
Mountrath Road 

 

 

Joseph Ryan,  
Avondale, Abbeyleix Road 

 

 
Gabrielle Nahaboo,  

(née Gannon) 
 formerly Coote Street  

 
 

Fiona Donoher, Dooradoyle, Limerick        
& formerly Cherrygarth 

 
 

Philomena O’Neill 
The Green, Mountmellick Road 

 
 

Peter McDonag 
Clonrooske 

 
 

                          Maria McDonald 
                            Beladd 

 
 
 
 

      William (Billy) O’Brien 
St. Brigid’s Place 

 
 
 

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE 
Our sympathy to their families 

 

Always With Us 
“There are special people in our lives 

that never leave us even 
after they are gone.”  

Author Unknown 



LET US PRAY FOR THE MANY 
PEOPLE WHO ARE DYING 
ALONE, WITHOUT BEING 
ABLE TO SAY GOODBYE 
TO THEIR LOVED ONES. 
LET US PRAY ALSO FOR  

THE FAMILIES WHO  
CANNOT ACCOMPANY  
THEIR LOVED ONES 
ON THAT JOURNEY.  
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May Concepta Rest in Peace 

Pope Francis, March 2020 
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A Saviour Who Weeps 
Do you ever cry? Of course you do. Even you big strong boys         
sometimes cry - even though someone may try to tell you that "big 
boys don't cry."  

Have you ever fallen off your bicycle and hurt yourself so badly that you 
cried? Have you ever moved to a new school where you didn't know     

anyone and you were so lonely that you cried? Has anyone ever said something mean and 
hurt your feelings so badly that you cried? Have you ever had a friend that was crying, so you 
just cried along with them? I think that we all could answer, "yes" to at least one of these 
questions. We all cry, don't we? 

Did you know that Jesus cried? The shortest verse in the entire Bible says, "Jesus wept." 
What are some of the things that made Jesus cry? I know of at least three things that made 
Jesus cry. 

(1) The Bible tells us that Jesus cried when he prayed for others. It says, "While Jesus was 
here on earth, he offered prayers and pleadings, with a loud cry and tears." (Hebrews 5:7) 

(2) The Bible also tells us that Jesus cried when he saw people who were missing out on what 
God wanted for them. Luke tells us that as Jesus approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he 
wept over it and said, "I wish that even today you would find the way of peace. But now it is 
too late, and peace is hidden from you." (Luke 19:41-42) 

(3) Another time, the Bible tells us that Jesus cried when friends of his were hurting. Jesus 
had a friend named Lazarus who became very sick. His sisters, Mary and Martha, sent word 
to Jesus and asked him to come and heal Lazarus, but when Jesus arrived, Lazarus had     
already died. The Bible tells us that when Jesus saw Mary weeping because her brother had 
died, he cried too. That isn't all that Jesus did -- listen to what happened next. 

Jesus went with Mary and Martha and some others to visit the grave where Lazarus was   
buried. It was a cave with a large stone across the entrance. When they arrived at the tomb, 
Jesus said to some of the men who were with them, "Take away the stone." Then Jesus called 
in a loud voice, "Lazarus, come out!" And Lazarus walked out of the grave. I imagine that 
when she saw that, Mary's tears of sadness turned to tears of joy. 

We all cry, and I am glad that we have a Saviour who weeps too. I am glad that he loves us 
so much that he hurts when we are hurting. He feels our pain. He sees our tears and, who 
knows, perhaps he keeps our tears in a bottle. 

Dear Jesus 
It is comforting to know that when we cry, you cry with us. But it is even more 
comforting to know that you have power over death and the grave and that one 
day we will be in heaven with you - and then there will be no more tears. Amen. 



Jesus Raises Lazarus      
from the Dead 

Jesus said: “I am the resurrection and the life.  He 
who believes in me will live, even though he dies.” 

John 11:25 

  1. To be physically ill; not well or healthy 

  A. tomb B. asleep    C. alive    D. sick 

  2. To stop living 

  A. die B. live   C. sleep   D. resurrection 

  3. To be alive or have life 

  A. live B. sleep  C. sleep D. die 

  4. A man that Jesus raised from the dead 

  A. Mary  B. Lazarus    C. Martha D. John 

  5. Woman who poured perfume on Jesus and wiped his feet with her hair 

  A. Lazarus B. Martha    C. Mary   D. tomb 

  6. One of Lazarus’ two sisters  

  A. Lazarus B. Martha   C. Deborah D. Elizabeth 

  7. A place where someone is buried 

  A. bed B. live  C. die D. tomb 

 

 

MARY 

JESUS 

PRAYED 

ENTRANCE 

WAKE 

STONE 

WEEPING 

LOVE 

DISCIPLES 

GLORY 

DEATH 

LAZARUS 

LIFE 

MARTHA 

TOMB 

BROTHER 

Word search 







 

My friends, 
While the name of the virus we are struggling to 
control is known as COVID 19 – the entire           
experience that we are going through might best be 
named PANDEMIC 20 – simply because it is now a 
global world-wide phenomenon, the impact of which 
is still beyond our imagination. 
The advice of the medical experts is placing a myriad 
of restrictions on our lives so that so much we     
regarded as normal is now out of 
bounds.  Spiritually, socially and mentally this will 
put many under pressures that we are not used to. 
Every crisis is also an opportunity.  So too with   
Pandemic 20.  It can be a moment of grace in our 
lives. 
It seems providential that we are invited to reflect   
today (5th Sunday of Lent) on the experience of    
healing, Lazarus the great friend of Jesus being 
transformed from death to Life, from illness to 
health. physical the Lord can heal us and help lift the 
scales of darkness from our eyes and our minds. 
Because we do not know how long this will last our 
greatest risk is frustration.  The clear message    
coming through to us on many levels is that        
sacrifices will need to be made by each of us to     
enable all of us work through this global threat. 
Life has been good to us in recent times so that 
many of us are not used to the idea of sacrificing 
ourselves for others.  Sacrifice is a choice.  Sacrifice 
is a deliberate decision to put the needs of another 
before your own – and to do so out of love – not 
grudgingly. 
Caring for small children who do not and cannot   
understand what a virus is will call for great patience 
from parents and older brothers and sisters. 
For those on the frontline of this virus battle, the 
personal demand is very great indeed, they truly 
need our support and prayer. 
Older people and those with underlying major illness 
are naturally concerned and some deeply           
anxious.  Great sensitivity is needed to help them 
cope. 
My friends, Pandemic 20 is in its infancy.  Even the 
experts cannot tell us how long it will go on.  It is 
important that we prepare ourselves for a long     
ordeal which will really test our spiritual mettle. 
It will call for great resilience of mind and heart. 
It will call for great fortitude to cope with the loss 
perhaps even of loved ones – young and old. 

 

My friends, this is the beginning of a time of great 
testing of our faith.  Despite our best efforts the   
personal loss of someone close to us, coupled with 
economic turmoil and uncertainty about the future, 
may lead to great spiritual devastation even the loss 
of hope. 
So, we must be prepared, patient presence to one 
another will be essential – a patient presence filled 
by a sense of sacrifice of self for the other.  Fortitude 
and resilience will be called for in great measure as 
we face setbacks on the way. 
So, we need to pray – pray in whatever way comes 
easy to you and your family. 
Begin with thanksgiving for one another. 
Pray for strength and courage for the medical and 
health care personnel. 
Pray for forbearance and patience with one another. 
Our Psalm today is especially apt – “The Lord is my 
shepherd”. 
‘If I should walk in the valley of darkness no 
evil would I fear. You are there with your crook 
and your staff with these you give me comfort’. 
My friends, when a time of danger comes to our 
door, we need the grace of God to guide us in the 
right path and our Blessed Mother Mary to walk with 
us. 
We continue to hold each other in our prayer. 
Kathleen O’ Meara’s poem, “And People Stayed Home” 
wriƩen in 1869. speaks volumes these day. 

And the people stayed home. And read books, and        
listened, and rested, and exercised, and made art,                
and played games, and learned new ways of being,               

and were sƟll. 
And listened more deeply. 

Some meditated, some prayed, some danced. 
Some met their shadows. 

And the people began to think differently. 
And the people healed. 

And, in the absence of people living in ignorant,                 
dangerous, mindless, and heartless ways, the earth               

began to heal. 
And when the danger passed, and the people joined        
together again, they grieved their losses, and made        
new choices, and dreamed new images, and created 

new ways to live and heal the earth fully,                        
as they had been healed. 

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 17,000 followers or 
@AbbeyleixP or check out Paddy Byrne on Facebook. 

 

 

 

TIME  TO THINK! 
A TIME OF TESTING 



1) It is reminding us that we are all equal,     
regardless of our culture, religion, occupation, 
financial situation or how famous we are. This 
disease treats us all equally, perhaps we should 
to. If you don’t believe me,  just ask Tom 
Hanks. 
 
 
2) It is reminding us that we are all connected 
and something that affects one person has an 
effect on another. It is reminding us that the 
false borders that we have put up have little   
value as this virus does not need a passport. It 
is reminding us, by oppressing us for a short 
time, of those in this world whose whole life is 
spent in oppression. 
 
 
3) It is reminding us of how precious our health 
is and how we have moved to neglect it through 
eating nutrient poor manufactured food and 
drinking water that is contaminated with   
chemicals upon chemicals. If we don’t look after 
our health, we will, of course, get sick. 
 
 
4) It is reminding us of the shortness of life and 
of what is most important for us to do, which is 
to help each other, especially those who are old 
or sick. Our purpose is not to buy toilet roll. 
 
 
5) It is reminding us of how materialistic our 
society has become and how, when in times of        
difficulty, we remember that it’s the essentials 
that we need (food, water, medicine) as        
opposed to the luxuries that we sometimes    
unnecessarily give value to. 
 
 
6) It is reminding us of how important our    
family and home life is and how much we have          
neglected this. It is forcing us back into our 
houses so we can rebuild them into our home 
and to strengthen our family unit. 
 
 
7) It is reminding us that our true work is not 
our job, that is what we do, not what we were      
created to do. Our true work is to look after 
each other, to protect each other and to be of 
benefit to one another. 
 

8) It is reminding us to keep our egos in check. 
It is reminding us that no matter how great we 
think we are or how great others think we are, a 
virus can bring our world to a standstill. 
 
 
9) It is reminding us that the power of freewill 
is in our hands. We can choose to cooperate 
and help each other, to share, to give, to help 
and to support each other or we can choose to 
be selfish, to hoard, to look after  only our self.  
Indeed, it is difficulties that bring out our true 
colours. 
 
 

10) It is reminding us that we can be patient, 
or we can panic. We can either understand that 
this type of situation has happened many times 
before in history and will pass, or we can panic 
and see it as the end of the world and,      
consequently, cause ourselves more harm than 
good. 
 
 
11) It is reminding us that this can either be an 
end or a new beginning. This can be a time of    
reflection and understanding, where we learn 
from our mistakes, or it can be the start of a 
cycle which will continue until we finally learn 
the lesson we are meant to. 
 
 
12) It is reminding us that this Earth is sick. It 
is reminding us that we need to look at the rate 
of deforestation just as urgently as we look at 
the speed at which toilet rolls are disappearing 
off of shelves. We are sick because our home is 
sick.  
 
 
13) It is reminding us that after every difficulty, 
there is always ease. Life is cyclical, and this is 
just a phase in this great cycle. We do not need 
to panic; this too shall pass. 
 
 
14) Whereas many see the Corona/Covid-19 
virus as a great disaster, I prefer to see it as a 
*great corrector* 
 
 

                                        BeauƟful message from Bill Gates 
  

I’m a strong believer that there is a spiritual purpose behind 
everything that happens, whether that is what we perceive 
as being good or being bad. 
 

As I meditate upon this, I want to share with you what        
I feel the Corona/Covid-19 virus is really doing to us:  

It is sent to remind us of the important lessons that we seem to 

have forgotten and it is up to us if we will learn them or not. 

*What is the Corona/ Covid‐19 Virus Really Teaching us?* 



SERVICES VIA WEBCAM FROM  
OUR PARISH CHURCH 

Mass Ɵmes for the coming week 
Monday—Sunday  

10am (behind closed doors) 
 

We invite you to join in worship via our Webcam accessible at 
www.portlaoiseparish.ie  
and Parish Radio 106.5fm 

shalomworld.org/live 
 

CONFESSIONS 
Every Saturday after 10am Mass. 

 

Monday — Saturday 
Morning Prayer at 8am 

 

Evening Prayer at 6.30pm  
(with Benediction on Saturday) 

 

Stations of the Cross at 3pm 
Rosary at 9.30am, 7pm and 9.30pm 

 

THE PARISH OFFICE 
Remains open Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm.  

Insofar as possible please contact by phone or email only 
Tel: 057 8621142   

email: info@portlaoiseparish.ie  
There will be a limited access to the public from  

10.30am to 11am for anniversary remembrances, Certificates, Mass 
cards etc.  

 

THE PARISH CENTRE 
Unfortunately will close for the duration of the present crisis.  

 
THE Link Up 

You will continue to be able to access the Link Up online on                  
our website and our Facebook page. 

 
We would love to be able to predict when normal service will resume 

but be assured ‘this too will pass’! In the meantime keep in touch with 
the Parish please via our webcam and on Facebook and Twitter.               

You will be remembered each day in our prayer.  


