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Msgr Johnat the blessing of the outdoor ‘animal crib’ on Tuesday evening with Rev. Janet Finlay. -
Wonderful to.see the 'Cr'ibiat the entrance to'the town from Stradbally. Thanks to Helen Kelly,
the-owner of the land and.to all who helped in bringing it about. '

It is attracting many visitors ‘and will benefit three local charities: Downs Syndrome Centre
Midlands, Laagis Hospice and Laois Arch club. :

See also paﬁe 26 and video on our Facebook page.

. ]

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaoiseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie {) fb.com/portiaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Home Cribs

Wwe would love to see a picture of
your home crib. Please send in a

picture of your crib to
info@portlaociseparish.ie
and we can display it in our church

|
and on our social media pages over
the Christmas season.

numbers that attend Mass. See page 17
explanation on how to obtain tickets for our weekend
and Christmas Masses starting from next weekend 12th
8 13th December. It has a map of the Parish Church.
Ticketing will also apply to the Heath and Ratheniska.

We are very grateful to our group of

volunteers who helped with
VOLUNTEER stewarding and sanitising. As our
PLEASE churches are now open for public

warship we look to that group again.
W As Christmas approaches we will need
' as many volunteers as we can muster.
These services will be more important than ever so we can
gather in safety. We ask you to consider this service to
Worship in our Parish. Thank You.
Please contact the Parish Centre 057 862 1142

The Immaculate Conception
of the Virgin Mary

December 8th

It is she, Mary herself, who is the
Immaculate Conception; the day does
not refer to Mary's conception of Jesus
but to the conception of Mary in the
womb of her mother, St. Anne. From
the very moment of her conception, she was filled with
grace by God. The doctrine asserts that Mary, the
mother of Jesus, was preserved by God from the stain
of original sin at the time of her own conception. The
dogma of Mary being conceived without sin was defined
by Pope Pius IX in 1854,

Covid 19 restrictions necessitate us controlling the|
for an|

Mass times for the
coming week

(Parish Church unless otherwise stated)

Monday—Friday
7.30am, 10am & 11am

Saturday
10am

SUNDAY MASSES
Vigils 4.30pm, 6pm & 7.30pm
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
The Heath: 9.30am,
Ratheniska 10am.

Our Christmas Masses

Thursday 24th December
(Christmas Eve)
10am, 12.30pm, 4.30pm, 6pm and
9pm.
Ratheniska 5pm
The Heath 6pm

Friday 25th December
(Christmas Day)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm.
The Heath 9.30am
Ratheniska 10am

Saturday 26th December
10am,
12noon (Polish Christmas Mass)
4.30pm, 6pm & 7.30pm.

Sunday 27th December
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
The Heath 9.30am
Ratheniska 10am.

All details available on our website
www.paortlaciseaparish.ie

This Week 29th November
€2.965.00

Our thanks and appreciation to all who
subscribe to the Parish.

Contributions/donations




MULHALL MEATS

GTABLISHED r||

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Sllvers-lde R_uast

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - Spm

Timahoe Rd, Portlaoise,

057- 8621479

WE HIRE POWERTOOLS, WELDERS, POWERWASHERS,
LAWNMOWERS, HEDGECUTTERS, PAINT SPRAYERS,
WALLPAPER STRIPPERS AND SO MUCH MORE.

IF WE DON'T HAVE IT YOU DONT MEED ITI

Full renge of Digital Hearing Aids available from €850 peir ex, grant EEP m Hnuﬂ m
Pre-employment Tests/Occupational Screening Tests nmu! wmn men Iﬂ'
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Flugs, Musicions Moulds DOMESTIC & PROFESSIONAL
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minar Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service) mﬂm NOW IN nlm_

Ear Wax Removal Service
Social Welfore Grants available to eligible clients WE HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF QUALITY ELECTRIC

In A d AND CORDLESS POWERTOOLS FOR EVERY
n Attendance APPLICATION. WHY NOT CALL IN AND HAVE A LOOK?

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{(Entronce beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

AUDIOLOGIST © HIRE AND SALES
v HCKLA Y

HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

U POWET, YOour passion

SHIFTING THE LIMITS
By Appointment Only GIVE IT ATRY BEFORE YOU BLY!
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 All of ounr welders can be (est driven
i S e before purchase in our purpose build
P PRACIO gy S A co Welding Room.

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie
**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN FLACE, IN LINE WITH ADWIE OF THE GOVERKWIENT & HSE GLIDELINES®* l( '("" mE Hum nF “mmc smcE Iﬂ‘




We may have the SOLUTION to;

Flat Feet | Heel Pain | Heel Spurs | Arch Pain | Plantar Fasciitis |
Bunions | Metatarsalgia | Leg Fatigue | Diabetic Feet | Arthritic Feet |
Shin Splints | Knee Pain | Achilles Tendonosis | Hallux Rigidus
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CONROY

W, Roofing ORTHOTICS
The Helght of Quality

- Who may benefit from wearing Orthotics?
y‘ Orthotics are prescribed for a variety of conditions and as a
KEEP YOUR *-r.. prevention to further problems. They can be worn by

ROOFING NEEDS IN LAOIS = children and adults and made to suit a range of footwear
SHOP LOCAL 1 including daywear, dress wear and sportswear.

PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THEIR ELDERLY PEOPLE;
FEET A LOT: ‘May benefit from Orthoties to suppait,
- carmfort & Correct the Mechanics of the

fest. Conditicns such as artheitls and
-diabetes may require softer coverings.

Support Local Basinesses - Suppont Laois

CHILDREN

Play need to be aligned blomechanicalky
G"TIEH ElEA | t:;rawn?proﬂ:msandc;;oi:;ﬂfﬂ

NG
+ROOF INSPE shock absarbency.

UNLY E KELLIE TAYLOR BSC (Hons) Ost. M.0.C.|. and DARREN CONROY BSC (Hons) Ost- M.O.CL

comﬁc; James 086-8675060

0B9 4892441
]wrggf.ng??g gmail.com Unit 10 ﬂjmfﬂd]f Court, mfmfﬂfh]f; Fﬂr-ﬂﬂﬂfse, Laois

www.jwroofing.ie

Utcnstmpaths@gmil.mm ' www.tcosteopaths.ie

WATER SOFTENERS

Iron Filters, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Industrial Water Treatment Systems
Sales & Service
Local authority Grants gvailable to bring individaal private well supplics up
to E.U. Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 years old.

(Mot availabie to peaple an mains water supplies)

AQUA TREATMENT

Dromadoon, Mountrath Rd., Portlaoise | www.agquatreatment.ie

Tel: 057-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318

Professional vocalist

Elatne walsh
Dipt emM-classical Seprans

Available for Weddings and Funerals. Wide ranging repertoire,

can sing/learn any song on request. CENTREPOINT CARP ETS LTD

085-2038148 | E-mail; elainewalshsoprano@gmail.com KYLEKIPROE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TIMAHOE cO. LACIS
n EIaII‘IE w'a|5h SGPrana SITUATED BETWEEN LIAM FITZPATRIC

Phone/Fax; 057-8620792 | E-mail; centrepaintcarpets @gmail.com
LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

We are Suppliers of -
* Carpets * Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds
#* Mattresses * Beds # Bedroom Furniture # Pillows

E C T o PIP‘E & DRAI’\ INSPECTIDH

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519 e g :
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? WWW.cenirepomicarpets.ie




Apple iPhone 12 Apple iWatch
Full Range in Stock Full Range in Stock

From € 813.50 From € 215.40

KEA LEW BUSINESS PARK, PORTLAOISE, CO LAOIS.
TEL - 057 8660601 www.expertlaois.ie

DoMESTIC INDUSTRIAL

« General Cleaning e Building Sites

» Deep Cleaning Leisure Facilities/Pool Sterilisation
« Windows Inside/Out Factory Floor

« Carpet Cleaning Event Cleaning

» Upholstery Cleaning Car Park Sweeper Hire

s Steam Cleaning Power Washing

= Leather Cleaning Graffiti Removal
-

-

-

-

Ironing Service Collection/Delivery Drain Cleaning

Power Washing 3

Oven Cleaning COMMERCIAL

Offices

Hotels

Schoaols

Factories

Cinemas

Restaurants and Public Houses
Retail Outlets

Eco Friendly Chemical Soft Wash

End of Tenancy Cleaning NOW PROVIDING
COVID MISTING/
FOGGING SERVICE

OTHER SERVICES

» Weed Control and Pest Control
s Fly Tip Cleanup

# Segration Team & Remaval

» Car Park Marking & Repair

Ballyroan, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

057 867 3037
085 110 0445




Mountmellick Rd.

DUNKEEN OIL &
Tel: (057) 8662777

www.dunkeenoil.ie

KEEPING YOU
WARM THIS
WINTER...

ORDER YOUROIL |
ON TIME FOR
CHRISTMAS!

Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie
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Everyday
Essentials

SHOP OUR WIDE RANGE OF CLICKER
FRAGRANCES, GIFT SETS AND COSMETICS!
COLLEC

ALL AVAILABLE ONLINE NOW AT:
www.hughespharmacyportlaoise.ie




4= N Kids Eat Free

& Guttering Services - _ at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise

5
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085 7379394 8
Our Services: :

+ New Roofing

v Lead Valleys
 Emergency Repairs
v Attic Insulation

v Fascia Soffits

’Flat Roofs . I 3 .
7 Guttering/Downpipes Y Weekend Family Lunch Offer
::g-f:mﬂgf Ff_P“"’ b\ 1 child eats free with every full paying adult
ik ¥
/s Rim%ecreua m-ngg b Carvery times Monday - Sunday

(Including Bank Holidoys) 12.30pm - 3.00pm
www.kildareroofandguttering.com T&C's apply
Jameswell Court Block 1 Co. Kildare W12 VX96 Bkt dron”
Gl rain&grill Maldron
CALL : 045 834291 bt O :

E-mail: roofingkildare@gmail.com

057-8672980

Clonminam Ind. Est., Opening Hours
Portlaoise. Monday-Friday
B:45am-5:30pm

A N

I M AL FEEDS Saturday 9am to Spm

Also Stocking, + Kennels
Outdoor Turnout « Accessories = Flea Treatments
Rugs now only & Health Supplements

€60 and ’ESU. MUCKBOOT ﬂa\h
Many styles and sizes 4 ® RANGE NOW

| ta choose from ” LESS 15% OFF ‘“‘ cﬂ

» BOOTS « JACKETS « SKULLS « BACKPROTECTORS « GLOVES « JODS « TACK

+ Wide range of Wellingtons, Weork Boots and Water proofs always in stock.
+ Range of PPE Gear - fantastic value in all brands. + Camo and Shooting Clothing in

stock, adult and junior, Don't miss out

on the special offers! 10% oFF ALL
WORKBOOTS

FOR DECEMEBER

Brownes -

Always great

L value and

service




Clonminam Ind. Est., Opening Hours
Portlaoise. Monday-Friday
057-8672980 8:45am-5:30pm

M AL FEEDS Saturday 9am to Spm

e DDG/CAT We stock full range of bagged

2 BAGS 15KG 20, :
DOG FOOD W TINNED Animal food for

ONLY :» * .' FOOD « Cattle « ShEEp L PlEE " Gﬂa‘ts

5 W 24 pack only
II! . + Feed for Poultry and Game and

Domestic animals

Stocking all leading brands; Pedro, Dr. lohn, Redmills Leader,
Engage, Royal Canin, Beta, Arkwright prmT

REDMILLS, BAILEYS AND
BLUEGRASS HORSEFEED IN STOCK

3 BAGS OF W
WATER i

DON'T MISS - A\ SOFTENER

OUT ON OUR 1 SALT ONLY
SPECIAL PRICE _

UP UNTIL AVAIL OF SPECIAL PRICE ON 25KG PEANUTS g, BLOCK SALT

CHRISTMAS wo.only €43.50 20kG only €37.50 ) ' In Stock

id Bi NOW ONLY
CLIPPERS AND BLADES INSTOCK 25 Wild Bird Seed €20.00 -

; ; Wild Bird Seed, Nyjer, Suet Balls and
In store blade sharpening service Hd Bird Seed, TYJEer, SUEL Bails an
Feeders now in stock

Fuel Depot

+ KINDLING + BRIQUETTES « BLOCKS + SMOKELESS COAL
« ECOGLOW OVOIDS « GAS « FIRELIGHTERS « ECO LOGS
OSMO MOSS REMOVER « GAS + FIRELIGHTERS AND ECO LOGS

NOW IN STOCK _ =
Now stocking Stove Ovoids - ideal for Stoves, smokeless and
Range of Wheelbarrows to
burns to ash

ARG H AR COL Jrintdise See our range of free standing Stoves
KEEP YOUR RODENTS
AT BAY ECO GLOW 40KG - Super smokeless praduct - 3 for €52.00

our range of Bait SPECIAL BRIQUETTES -5 FOR €21.50
and Traps OFFER Also Gas only €24.50

SHAVINGS AND RUBBER
MATTING IN STOCK
6ft X 4ft Heavy Duty Mats €50.00
Lighter gauge €40.00

Keep up to date with our Special Offers and Free Dr‘aws
on Facebook and Midlands 103 MDEaNDS

W

Don’t forget to arder your CHRISTMAS TREE available in Brownes from 1* December
€5 donation to homeless charity for every tree sold
Brownes Animal Feeds...Animal Feeds and much more..always great value and service!
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k' .{;LOOKING FOR THE

'PERFECT GIFT
THIS CHRISTMAS?

PORTLAOISE
PARISH
LOTTO GIFT

VOUCHERS
NOW AVAILABLE

1/2 Year (26 draws)

for only €50
Full Year (52 Draws)

for only €100

| Other Lotto voucher.
Z}, ~ denominations also available. .
- F URTHER DETAILS AT THE PARISH CEN TRE
" "You may also join the parish-lotto onlme at
: www. pprﬂamsepansh ie

#




HAVE YOU YOUR CALENDARS ORDERED?

Laois: 057 86 34050
Kildare: 045 433 569
info@mochuaprint.ie
www.mochuaprint.ie

MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

GET YOURSELF NOTICED

DRIVE

Meelick, Portlaoise. Mob. 087-4384318

Mini Diggers from 0.8 to 8 ton
Site Dumpers from T to 70 ton
Rollers / Skidsteers
Truck & Crane Hire Available
Larger Size Machines also

available on Request
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The Sacrament of

Confession

During the season of Advent
confession will be available’
Monday to Friday in the

Prayer Room in the Church
between 4pm and Spm g
And every Saturday starting
at 5.30pm* -

When our Vigil Masses return then confession will

e

be after 4.30pm and 6pm. Oigiiu St*ile



o  Advenl
" Wailing in Hepe

Wed. 25th November 7.30pm
Wed. 2nd December 7.30pm
Wed. 9th December 7.30pm
Wed. 16th December 7.30pm

Available online via our
Parish Webcam
portlaoiseparish.ie/webcam
Parish Radio .

106.5FM
Facebook Live

facebook.com/PortlaociseParish
Shalom World TV

shalomworldtv.org/watchlive

Join us as we prepare tngeé )
to welcome the birth of Jesus®
Christmas and fully embrace tf
Advent message of

‘Prepare the way for the La{h

I Portl
RISH




Are you Ready for Christmas?

e Wow! There are only sixteen days until Christmas! Are you ready for Christmas? That is a
guestion we hear quite often these days, isn't it? What do people mean when they ask if
you are ready for Christmas? Well, they usually mean things like...

= Do you have all of your shopping done?

+ Have you finished wrapping all your gifts?

s Have you put up your Christmas tree and all the decorations?

* Have you sent your Christmas cards?

* Have you finished baking all of the Christmas goodies?

* Is your house clean and ready for visitors?

Are you ready for Christmas? What things do you need to do before you
will be ready? There is another question that is much more important

than "Are you ready for Christmas?" That question is, "Are you ready for T

Christ?"

In the Gospel today, we hear the voice of John the Baptist crying out to
the people, "Prepare the way for the Lord. Fill in the valleys and level off
all the mountains. Make the crooked roads straight and the rough places
smooth." Did John the Baptist really want the people to work on the
roads? No, what John wanted was for the people to get ready for the
coming of the Messiah. What he really meant was that the people
needed to get their hearts right and return to God. You see, no matter
how good people may think they are, there are always some crooked
ways and rough places in their lives. There are things such as
dishonesty, selfishness, pride, jealousy, and many more.

John wanted the people to make those In Advent
crooked ways straight and rough places the priest
wears
smooth so that Jesus could come and walk purple,
among them. the colour of
During this special season of the year, you royalty.

and I need to make sure that we are ready for the coming of the Christ This reminds us that
of Christmas. We need to look into our hearts and ask God to make our we are waiting to
crooked ways straight and smooth out the rough places so that we can welcnmﬁiﬁhrlst; the
walk with Jesus each day of our life. Let's ask him to do that right now. g-

Dear Father, we want to be ready. Make our crooked ways straight and our rough places
smooth. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.




JOHN THE BAPTIST

PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS

A

o &
5
The Second Sunday of Advent

Two purple candles are now lit for the first and second Sundays in Advent.
The Candle of Peace is lit this Sunday on the second Sunday of Advent.

Prayer for the Second Week of Advent
Loving God, On this Advent day we turn to you in prayer. As we wait the
coming of your Son, we ask your blessing on each of us. Bring your
healing upon us. And help us to welcome your light into our lives, a light
that gives us the gift of peace. May your peace guard our heart, our mind
and our home. We ask this through our Lord. Amen.

A Voice in the Wilderness
Fill in the blanks

The tells us that in the days before began his
ministry, a man called began and telling the people
to for the coming
When told people to prepare for the King, he didn't mean that they
should go and the floor, pick up their , and
make their . He meant that they should prepare their
How? By of their and turning toward
When they did this, John would them in the

That is how got the name, " "

WORD BOX .5

hearts God sweep Jordan River
toys prepare King preaching
baptise John repenting

sins home John the Baptist




TIME

TO THINK!

N 7 HoLy WAITING

There are many ways to wait. We know many people
today who are waiting for the arrival of a better world.
There are those who are waiting for the result of a Covid
test. Some are waiting for their guarantine period to
end. Most are eagerly waiting for a Covid-19 wvaccine
very soon to be distributed. Others are waiting to see if
they will get their job back when the economy recovers.
On the other hand, the farmer who sows a winter crop
must wait patiently throughout the Spring and Summer
for the grain to ripen at harvest time. And a woman
expecting the birth of her child waits in a vastly different
way to any of these; for her it is a time of great longing,
a time of hope. Her time of waiting and hoping is
realised in the birth of the child and there is great
rejoicing.

Life teaches the farmer or the expectant parent how to
wait. The life of faith also teaches us how to wait; to
wait in joyful hope for the coming of Christ, for the
coming of God, for the fulfilment of life. Advent, fram
the Latin for *arrival’, is the time the Church remembers
and celebrates that our God comes to us: in the Lord
Jesus, in the events of our lives, in the silence of our
hearts, and beyond this life - when we see the Lord
face-to-face.

Jesus, tells the story of a man who leaves his home to
go on a journey and puts his slaves in charge while he is
away. He assigns them different work including the task
of the doorkeeper “to be on the watch”. They need to be
vigilant because he can return home at any minute. Can
we Imagine the master's reaction If he finds his
doorkeeper not on the job? Sleep, is commonly used to
mean inattention, lack of alertness, as well as death.
Surely not a good thing this Advent season.

In the prayer 'Patient trust” Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 5]
reminds us of the tension between our desire to grasp
time as if it Is something to purchase and our desire to
cooperate with the time of God as if itis a gift. He knows
it takes courage to 'let go and let God’ because it comes
with frustration and uncertainty. Teilhard wants us to
trust that it is only God who knows how our life will pan
out. To take the risk in following Jesus and to accept our
unfinished state.

If the doorkeeper is attentive and patient throughout his
shift, he will "keep awake" and be ready to greet his
master when he comes. He will be a model of
mindfulness, that is awareness that arises from paying
attention, on purpose, in the present moment and
non-judgmentally.

Can we, like the doorkeeper, accept the frustration and
uncertainty of being in waiting? Can we trust that God's
hand is leading us, letting our thoughts and feelings
come and go in a mindful way?

Perhaps we can be in touch with the presence of Jesus
an

while desiring even closer

Christmas day.

relationship come

Patient Trust by Pierre Teilhard de Chardin
Above all, trust in the slow work of God.

We are quite naturally impatient in everything to reach
the end without delay.

We should like to skip the intermediate stages.

We are impatient of being on the way to something
unknown, something new,

And yet it is the law of all progress that it is made by
passing through some stages of instability - and that it
may take a very long time.

And so, I think it is with you;

your ideas mature gradually = let them grow,

let them shape themselves, without undue haste.
Don't try to force them on, as though you could be today
what time (that is to say, grace and circumstances
acting on your own good will)

will make of you tomorrow.

Only God could say what this new spirit gradually
forming within yvou will be.

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing that His hand is
leading you, and accept the anxiety of feeling yourself
in suspense and incomplete,

- Blerre Teithard de Chardin, 57

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 17,600 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles



RETURNING SAFELY TO PUBLIC WORSHIP - INTRODUCING A TICKETING SYSTEM

From next weekend, 12/13 Dec., attendance at Sunday Masses will require a ticket. Tickets will be available
from tomorrow, Monday 7th, via our website, www.portlaoiseparish.ie. If you do not have access to the
internet you may phone these numbers, 085 236 1039 or 085 212 5978 from 1lam to 4pm Monday to
Thursday—the phones will not be attended outside of those times. Tickets for the following weekend
(19/20th) and for our Christmas Masses will become available from Monday 14th. The same telephone
assistance will apply during that week. Ticketing will also apply to the Heath and Ratheniska Churches.

Dublin Road EAZAPA <tradbally Road
side door l /N | : l side door
ENTRY AND EXIT

About this Map
The Church is divided into &

o Dublin Road side door
zones. When applying for a

o Stradbally Road side doory

@o Mortuary Door
o o Main Entrance

Stewards are on
hand to assist

ticket you may choose a

zone. Please note Entry and

Exit for the zone you are in,

Please Note

During this time of

with seating. pandemic  there s
Please cooperate no obligation to attend
with them. hass.
PLEASE We especially ask
vulnerable  parishioners
in Church to please stay in touch by
wear a mask Parish Radio or Webcam.
& on entry Perhaps you might like to

use hand sanitisers. pick a quiet time to visit

the Crib.

Mortuary door

See List of Christmas
Masses
on page 2

Main Entrance



A Central Figure of Advent: John the Baptist

Over the weeks of Advent we encounter a number of key
characters in the unfolding story of our salvation. In the Gospel this
Sunday we are introduced to John the Baptist. An older cousin of
Jesus, he was a prophet sent by God to prepare people for the
coming of Jesus Christ into the world. His life was one of continually
pointing to Jesus. When his mother, Elizabeth, was pregnant with
John, she was visited by Mary, and John leapt in her womb. This
revealed to Elizabeth that the child Mary carried was the Son of
God.

John's desert ministry was all about calling people to be
ready for Jesus and the change he would bring to their lives. John's
call to repentance is not mere fire and brimstone, scare tactics, but
is a call rooted in the belief that God is coming to His people and we
need to be ready. John's message provokes us into action, calling
us to turn back to God and to ready ourselves for Christ to come
into our lives, Crucially, this personal readying involves looking
beyond ourselves, to how we treat others and live with others. As
followers of Jesus, it calls us to lives of justice and right relationship
with one another; it calls us to acts of kindness and charity to
neighbour and stranger.

For the desert places in which we walk,
the streets we roam, the paths we cross,
guide our feet, take us to places where You would go.
Give us words that You would use
that in this Advent season of promise and preparation
we might point the way with John the Baptist
to the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world|
~ wiritten by lohn Birch
Linking with Your Parish Does your parish have a
website, Facebook page or other social media accounts? Why not
explore ways of connecting with your parish?
\]

-

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary

On Tuesday, December 8, we celebrate this feast day of Mary,
remembering that from the first moment of her existence in
the womb of her mother Anne, Mary was preserved free from
Original Sin, she was full of grace. See
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bgeUpvMXLkBE&feature=

| -
| Waiting in Hope

/ An Advent Tradition \

While the Christmas tree is very
much part of the Christmas season,
owver the course of Advent the tree will
begin to appear in more and more
homes, signalling that we are getting
closer to the feast of Christmas.

In the midst of winter, the
evergreen tree, dressed with lights,
reminds us of the life and light that
comes to us through Christ. The
colourful decorations of the tree are a
reminder of the paradise tree of the
garden of Eden, hung with the bright
colour of fruit.

s
Families are invited é.’/ 2p
to say the following prayer g/_" "':‘.L E
together

i
when they put up the J

Christmuos tree
in their home

A Blessing Prayer
Lord God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we gather around this tree.
May its light
and the cheer it gives us
be a signh of the joy
that fills our hearts.
As we delight in this tree
may we come to
the knowledge and joy
of the Christmas gift
of salvation and peace.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.

.\Emh logo for a short video on the meaning of this feast. _/1

\ R. Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.




A An Advent hymn to think about....

O Comfort My People

People will recognise the traditional Irish
setting of this Advent hymn as Bi fosa im chroise (Jesus, be in
my heart). The words are based on the bible text of Isaiah 40
and were adapted and put to music by the late
Chrysogonous Waddell, an American Trappist monk, liturgist
and musician.

The soothing melody carries a strong proclamation of hope
as we continue our Advent journey. In Isaiah 40, the prophet
is looking ahead to a time of great pain when the People of
God will experience exile from their homeland. His message
from God to the people answers the guestions they will have
in the midst of their shock and suffering —= Does God want to
deliver us? Can God deliver us? Will Ged do it? God's
response is yes; | have not forsaken you, | have not
abandoned you, | am with you.

Wherever we are today, Isaiah’s message from God still
holds true. God speaks to us with words of comfort. In the
root of the word, comfort is not just about being soothed. It
is about being strengthened, being encouraged. Today, this
Advent, God is coming to us to bring us comfort, to bring us
strength and encouragement, to speak to our hearts with
the good news of His love. Is your heart open for God?

1. O Comfort my people and calm ol their fear, and tefl
them the time of salvation is near. O tell them | come to
remove all their shame. Then they will for ever give praise to
my name.

2. Proclaim to the cities of Judah my word; that ‘gentle yet
strong’ is the hand of the Lord. | rescue the captives, my
people defend. And bring them to justice and joy without
end.

3. All mountains and hills shall become as a plain, for
vanished are mourning and hunger and pain. And never
again shall these wor agoinst you. Behold | come guickly to
make all things new.

/ An Advent Family Prayer at Bedtime
for Week 2

You might like to light the first two condles of your Advent
wreath or your Advent Candle to begin your prayer
Loving God,
on this Advent night we turn to you in prayer.
As we wait for the coming of your Son,
we ask you to bless our family.
Comfort us with your healing
and help us to welcome your light into our lives,
a light that gives us the gift of peace.
May your peace guard
our hearts, our minds and our hame.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Together we pray: Come, Lord Jesus.

\

N

Weekly Advent
Gospel Link

On the second Sunday of Advent we
hear again from Mark's Gospel. We are now in
Year B of the three year cycle of Sunday
readings named Year A, B and C. Today, the
text we hear comes from the start of Mark’s
writing and he opens with a very direct
message. lesus Christ, the Son of God, is the
Good Mews, the gospel. Mark's whole Gospel
is about revealing for us who lesus is.

Every day we listen out for the news
of the day. But the Gospel of lesus is the news
of our salvation. And the message of Jlohn the
Baptist points firmly to Jesus as the source of
our salvation. The challenging figure of lohn
the Baptist continues to call us, even today, to
examine ourselves as we prepare to welcome
lesus into our lives once more. John reminds
us that we are a baptised, forgiven people. We
can be grateful for this forgiveness but we can
also choose to be a better person as a result
of it. And we can choose to share forgiveness
with others in our lives. A key part of our
Advent preparation is about figuring out this
question: what would It mean for me to be a
better person, to be a forgiven and forgiving
person, straightening the path for Jesus to
take root in my life?

See kandle.ie for weekly Scripture reflections

on the Advent Sunday readings /

by Fr Liam Lawton

: SEND SOME LOVE ARDUND
Be One in THE WORLD WITH =
d Mi”iﬂn! Trocaire irmmm’i

Trocaire supporters are set to deliver their
one millionth gift to families in the developing
world this Christmas. This year's Christmas Gift
range includes new gifts to help people cope with
the impact of Covid-19, including the Gift of
guarantine care for families who have lost all their
income due to quarantine or self-isolation.

There are 17 Trocaire gifts to choose from,
such as chicks, beehives and solar lamps, ranging
in price from €5 to €1000. Gifts can be purchased
online at www trocaire.org/gifts

A 'Digging Deeper’ initiative of the Kildare and Leighlin Diocesan Commission for Liturgical Formation




MUNITY NOTES

PORTLAOISE NOTES

Adoration every Tuesday, 12 noon
to 7pm in the Parish Church, for the
Pope, Bishops, Priests, Seminarians
and Religious. If you would like to
commit te spending one hour before
the blessed Sacrament every Tuesday
praying for this intention, please tel,
087-7611557,

Vocations: Please join with St
Joseph's Young Priests Society for a
Hely hour, every Friday at 3pm,
as we pray for vocations to the
Priesthood and Religious life. All are
welcome,

Adoration; every Sunday in the
Church of the Assumption, the Heath,
from 2:45pm to 4pm.

Rosary is prayed at the Grotto on
the first Friday of every month, Bpm
and on all Feast days to Our Lady.

J

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church
Sunday 13™ December
In honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners.

ABBEYLEIX/RAHEEMN NOTES
Adoration;

Ballinakill every Friday, 3pm-6pm,
Shanahoe every Thursday 10-ilam
and Sunday 2.55-4pm. Divine Mercy
recited on the hour and Holy Rosary
on the 1/2 hour.

Knock Church every Saturday from
Jpm to 8pm.

Ballyroan every Friday, 10am-4pm.
Divine Mercy and Holy Rosary is
recited daily in the Church of the
Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, on the
Parish webcam at 3pm,

Raheen Parish Lotto Gift Cards
available for Christmas. Contact
Louise 086-2234644.

Christmas Cards and Christmas
Mass Bouquets supporting the work
of Fr. Brian Kavanagh's charity
ALMAS are available. Contact Louise;
0B86-2234644,

g7 Like" us on Facebook
@portlaociselinkup

Raheen Annual Christmas Draw will
take place Saturday 19" December. Due
to Covid-15 we are unable to sell tickets
as in former years. The tickets will be
dropped into your letterboxes. We would
appreciate if you would return them along
with the money to the Raheen parish
office letterbox or at Mass times before December 15", €2 per line or
6 lines for €10. Great Christrmmas Hampers to be won! Thank you for

your support.
(Christmas Draw [rizes

1* Prize:
Christmas Hamper worth €200.
2™ Prize:
Christmas Hamper worth €150.
3" Prize:
Christmas Hamper worth €100,
And numerous other hampers & prizes,

e APPEAL
YOUR YES CAN LAST A LIFETIME

ST. VINCENT DE PAUL
ANNUAL CHRISTMAS APPEAL

R
bt bilighins 2042

e e e pins
5

Church Gate Collection

Saturday 5" December

Sunday 6" December Christmas Cuisle Cards

Now on sale in
: __' the Parish Shop.
P €7.50 per pack
3 packs for €20.

One week only by kind
permission of Msgr. lohn Byrne

Please support this worthy
cause. All money is spent in

our local community.

e

Native German lady with 10 years
experience in teaching.

- Preparing junior/leaving cert. exams
(with fun and Interesting things),
- Help for students at any stage of
study. German for adults, teenagers
and children.
= Corena guidelines will be adhered to,

Contact Nicolette 087-0676826




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 10 years experience
089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Dil Boilers,
Oll Cookers & Gas Boilers

lus P Flu shi H i

Rermowving all the old sludge and water that has built up
in your radiators and boders over the yaars with clean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fist bills and save monay

Ballyfin, Portlacise. Call:

Available for weddings and
funerals in the Laocis area.
Veronica Dunne
Abbeyleix Soprano
089-2165858

All domestic, solid fuel,
oil servicing, water
softener installation.
Contact Alan;

085-1141395

086-3758503
@ CHURCH SINGER, PLUMBER ACTIVE E
ORGANIST & ¥ SERVICES
VIOLINIST AVAILABLE

Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
il Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise and
surrounding areas. Tel. Fergus;
087-6542742
087-0959245

MIDLAND
APPLIANCE

REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

087-9080211

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;
057-8732998

087-3636497 / 083-3742600

SHOP

comfortable

convenience

PORtLaDISE

THRIFT

Peppers Lane Portlaoise

We generously donate to hospice care
locally and have done so continuously since
our shop opened!

We are now in need of furniture:

Beds, wardrobes, dressing tables, bedside
lockers, tables, chairs etc.

Ladies, gents and children’s clothing & all
types of bric-a-brac

Your gift helps to make people’s lives more

Our gift helps hospice care

We can collect on request at your

Contact Kevin: 0879586057

o

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHSIT
2 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
Tel.,;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.

VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

“ [umos erafts

GLASS SPOTIFY PLAQUES

E5PER GLASS

€7 WITH A STAND

CONTACT US
@LUMOS__CRAFTS
- ON INSTAGRAM
FOR ORDERS AND
MORE INFO




| OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
| THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(LY
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\ Belty Mahon

Bauteogue, Stradbally

B

7

L

Even though 7 walk tinough the dankest valley,
9 fear wua eull: for you ane with wme: yowr nod

and your staff - they comfort me.

(1]

MAY SHE REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to her family.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www_porliaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

B
1r

. ~ W Spirit of God, loving and free,

L1

A

Tt S Clommminamm Business Park,
Portlacise,

Cir, Laois.

Tel: (D57} BH6H0258
Fax: (057} 8662997
Maokbile: {187} 2528030

Exnvizul: infi Hlf"'pt:-l eoisestone. e

L)

PORTLAOISE
STONE CENTRE
LIMITED

Ak

i

Wele www, portlwisestone e

+ We supply an extensive range of
headstones and plagues i gramte,
marble and limestone, any design
made 1o order.

« We also supply bronse ctemal
lamps, statues etc,

+ Sanadblasting cleaning carried out,
o Iscriptions added.

o OV headsiones renovated.

+ Cement top and wide mnge of
chippings availahle.

« We also supply and hit artitheial grass.

« All prave work carmced out to a high stsdand.

A

Call in to our showroom wilere we Aave o wide range of Grave Accessomes

A
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KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS [’

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaocise.

Q
*R

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

-
AL

dk
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We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise,
{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

'H-lll-l-i-i#-i-b-ll-ll-il-

ir

Contact;

057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137
MNIALL;

086-2770095

ir

ir

WL/

WL/

DEs & CARMEL MORAN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois

WL

"

]
4

"

24 hour service and personalised attention ’

') 057-8731115
Carmel OB7-6144280
| Des 087-2794532

\) moranundertakerslaois @gmail.com

WL

WL

I‘x*:]]x

Since the 1940's the Kelly family have

Funeral Services

WL

Ll

been providing Funeral 3ervices in the
Abbeyleix area. Main
Street

Tl Abbeyleix

L]

L]

We offer a 24 hour personal anrj ,

professional funeral service.

L

057-8731048

087-2535866

L L
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In Loving Memory of '

WILLIAM (BILLY) FARRELL
Hillview Drive and formerly of St. John's Sq.
7" Anniversary occurs 8" December 2020

Parish Church this Sunday 6" December at 10am.

The years have passed,
Just like a day,
7 years, seems like yesterday,
Your smile we remember,
_ Your ftumour too,
We really wish we could wrap our
arms around you,

Ve always smile, when we speak,
your name, and hold our memories,
as close as your picture in a_frame.

The world has changed, our lives

too, one thing that fiasn't changed is our love for you.

Our family has expanded, you have a new grandson,
Ve know you will shine down on him, just like

the sun

Misced awnd Loved always, your wife Avi dnd children

Christine, Jession and Willigw, son-tin-law Jamwes
and grandzon Baby James.

My Willim Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of
LILY REID

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.
10" Anniversary occurs 10" December 2020.

I®  Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
.] in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
Sunday 13" December at
11:15am.

Thinking of the thoughtful things,
That you have said and done,
And loving you a little more,
Dear Lily, for every one.
Abways loved and remembered by her loving husband
and family, extended family and friends.
May Lily Rest in Reace

Anniversary Masses
included on memorial
notices must be
booked in at reception and written on your
notice prior to submitting it to the office.

S 2 i 2 i S i 2 i 2 B 2 B B B 2 e B i

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul’s

)

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of
ANGELA CLEARY née Colbert

37 Lakeglen, Portlacise,
X Birthday away from home occurs 11" December 2020,
To a loving Wife, cherished Mother and adored Nanny
We think 'l':l'l:_liﬂll. in silence,
er: aften s.F:-n'lc YeawF nanmes,
[t all we have are memorics and [Ely
picture in a frame.
Y our restingg F-|ac='. we visit and put Aowers
there with care,
Pt s carie kenenws the heartache,

f'ﬁ.ﬁ we: burm and leave Yo there.

Sadly missed by your loving husband Tom, daughters

Stephanie, Tracey and Paula, grandchildren Craig, Ben, Ryan,
In Loving Memory of

Roisin and Willow. Always in our hearts.
Rest in " Reace HMam
' SEAN PHELAN
Straboe, Portlavise, who died 107 December 2019

1% Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Thursday 10" December, at 11am.

.
v g. j

Don't think of him as gone away,
His journey’s just begun,
Life holds so many facets,
This earth is only one.

Just think of him as living,
In the hearts of those he touched,
For nothing loved is ever lost,
And Sean was loved so much.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his
CMay OBean Reast in Reace

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

For the perfect tribnte card for your loved one
W o our hespoke memorial cards,
Create o eollage of images illustrating
the life of yourr loved one with our
expert Design Lemm.,

All sur Cards ave individially designed
5 unigue keepsakes, with mo hidden charges
[for additional photos or images.

15
B057 Sﬁ 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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In Loving Memory of
DENIS BOWE

7 Ashley Gardens, Portlaoise.
4™ Anniversary occurs 16™ December 2020
r - Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
3 in 5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on

Sunday 13" December at 10am.

No special day is needed for us to
think of you,
You are always in our thoughts,
Mo matter what we do.

Loved and sadly missed by Margaret, Yvonne,
Denis, David and extended family.

CMay Denis Rast in Peace

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of

JOHN (Jackie) MCEVOY
Park Upper, Stradbally.

The family of the late lackie
Mc Evoy, would like to express
their sincere thanks to all who
sympathised, sent Mass cards
and messages of support on
the sad loss of Jackie.

We would like to thank Msgr.
John Byrne for his kindness to
us and for the lovely funeral
Mass celebrated and streamed
in the Parish Church, Portlacise, and to Muala
Kelly for her beautiful singing and music also.

Thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode
undertakers, for their professionalism and
sensitivity in organising the funeral. Thanks also
to the grave diggers who prepared Daddy's final
resting place with such care.

We would like to send a heartfelt thanks to all the
staff in St. Vincent's Community MNursing Unit,
Mountmellick especially all the staff in St. Paul's
Ward, where Daddy spent his final few vyears
being so well cared for. We will be forever grateful
for the kindness and compassion you showed not
only to Daddy, but to us as a family also.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually please accept this acknowledgement
as a token of our sincere appreciation and deepest
gratitude.

Jackie's Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Church, Sunday 13" December
at 12.30pm.

Loved and missed by all his family.
May Heaven be your new Home Daddy.

Rest in Peace

: a_? In Loving Memory of

FRANK DUNNE

Brockera, Ballyfin, formerly St. Brigid's Place,
Portlavise.
5™ Anniversary occurs 9" December 2020

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Saturday 12" December at 6pm.

Saff?‘_},r missed along ﬁ_'ﬁ? 5 way,
Quietly remembered everyday,
No ﬂmger in our ffves to share,
But in our hearts, you are

always there.

Sadly wmissed by his loving wife
Keathleen and family.

CMay strank Rest in Reace

Christmas Remembrances

We are currently accepting Christmas

Remembrances for our Christmas Day

issue. The deadline to submit notices is
12 noon Wednesday 16" December.

In line with HSE guidelines and to adhere to
social distancing, we are unable to design or edit
notices while advertisers are present.

Only two people will be permitted in the office at
any time so we do request that you please have
your completed notice written out prior to arrival.

If you have previously placed a notice with
us and would like to repeat the same notice,
you can call the office on 057-8692154 and
we can assist you with this over the phone.

For all new anniversaries or remembrances
we request that where possible, these are
submitted via e-mail with a photo to
linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

Thank you for your patience and co-operation
and we do hope that you will all continue to
remain safe in these challenging times.
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In Loving Memory of &

In Loving Memory of ‘@€
g v % WILLIAM (Billy) FARRELL

JOHN ARRIGAN
Hillview Drive and formerly St. John's Sq. Portlavise.

Newpark, Portlaocise - : ;
7 Anniversary occurs 8" December 2020 i ﬁnmversar)r occurs 8" December 2020

We often sit and remmisce and have a

7" Anniversary Mass will be PR S -
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's o : " _ g ;
Parish Church on Tellng family stories of the things we
3 Sunday 13" December, 11:15am used to do,

They bring a smile, sometimes a tear,

1 SadFy missed by all fis foving famify myu mti
: and friends. How H».L wish you u-ej,rr still JE.L;«,;_
| O’f’{dgﬂ (3?#&'? (Rest in m Always remembered by his brothers, sisters, nieces

and nephews.

Ll

In Loving Memory of
ELEANOR WALSH

Capoley Lane, Fﬂrﬂ’ﬂmm
8" Anniv ersary occurred 3" December 2020. . .

b

Second Sunday g
"The best way to feel better is to B . .
make someone else feel good" {'f_]{' ‘k:ll‘u(i‘ﬂf

- Eleanor Walsh

i

L]

Ll

Dearfy missed by all fier loving family Prepare the w: iy of the Lord!
and friends.

Rest in ' Peave Lleanor
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C PARISH SHo\

CALL IN AND BROWSE OUR
LARGE SELECTION OF,

M « Cribs/Nativity Sets

QA= « Christmas Omaments and Gifts
&4 = Cards for all occasions

« Diaries and Calendars

® « Bibles and Books

« Christmas Mass Bougquets €3 _

v

Chrlsfmas Openmg Hour's

Monday-Friday from Sam to 5pm

**Sﬂ‘rur‘days 5™, 12™, 19™ from 10am to 12 noon

AV AVAVAT AV AV AV AT A VAT A VAaVAV A
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Live Animal
Charity Crib

Portlaoise

All Proceeds go to:

Down Syndrome Laois
Centre Midlands Laois Hospice Arch Club
e ¢
* o
tHE down
#= | LAOIS
CEMNTRE [}
: Arch Clubs
MIDLANDS Friermhisio Chata

fiar prope with Special Needs

Donate Here
or go to the ‘Go Fund me’ link on
our Facebook Page

= i g

T L

The Crib is Kindly Sponsored by:

t"‘ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

-’

Ble Sty L

rinancia

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

 NEED HOVME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

‘Coiste Cinealtas’ committee in
Scoil Chriost Ri are appealing to
the local community to donate
any unused new toys they have
at home. This year has been
both financially and mentally
challenging for many. We have
all been affected in many ways.

This is why donating to those
who are struggling in our
community will put a smile on
many families’ faces Christmas
morning. Any donations, big or
small, can be dropped into
Scoil Chriost Ri main office as
soon as possible.

It's OK if vou don't do Christmas
Ewve boxes
It's OK if you don't do your own
homemade advent calendar
It's OK if you don't have matching
festive PT's
It's OK if you don’t have an EIf on
the shelf
It's OK if you don't leave letters by
the fire for Santa -
It's OK if you don't have a real tree
It's OK if you don’t have a cute
Christmas jumper
It's OK if you don't make your own
Christmas cakes L
It’s OK if you don’t visit Santa or
create Christmas activities
AND it's OK if you DO all of these 1; :
things becanse we ALL have our brf }
own traditions, ideas and fun inthe” ",
run up to Christmas, sointhe; . @ "y~
season of goodwill, lets live and fet | | ’ i
live, let’s be kind and let pqullc_',.‘ Ly

3 TR
celebrate however they wantito !'r:m' i
.":_A*: ﬂh' .

You do YOU best of all - remember S5
comparison is the thief of joy xx




Results for
3" December 2020

(03 )(14)(20)(a2)

No €14,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Lily Whelan Lily Whelan
Jason Dunne Online Lotto
Agnes & Peter 6 Peter Ryan
Gerard O'Mahaney Martleys Shop
Philip Fagan Match 3s Philip Fagan
Tony Arthur €167 Mary Arthur
each

Christmas and New Year Lotto Arrangements

Last Lotto Draw of 2020— Thursday 17" December

First Lotto Draw of 2021- Thursday ;i January

AT

Play PARISH

LEOLOE

OMNLINE
www portlaoiseparish.le

Follow Us % o@PortlaciseParis
& Like Us €) portlaciseparishlaois

Christmas Yearly and Half Yearly Lotto Gift
vouchers now available at the Parish Centre.

5y
\aﬁ“}@é

e An ideal Christmas present for yourself

or to give to family and friends.

Next Week’s Jackpot €15,000

Priests of the Parish
Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8509998

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8661139

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Support for the Parish
Thank you to all who support our Parish, particularly at this difficult
time. Many have been very generous. Nevertheless since March
(lockdown) our income has been severely curtailed - income is at
about 60% in comparison to previous years.
Some ways to contribute to our Parish

Envelopes available at Church porches
Online at www.portlaciseparish.ie via the Donate button
Standing Order—forms available at the Parish Centre.
Cashless point at the back of the Parish Church.
Make a transfer to our Account

Portlaoise Parish Account:
IBAMN: IES3AIBKO93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD)

Also Parish Lotto can be played Online—see results sheet above!
An ideal Christmas Gift a yearly or half yearly Lotto subscription!
THANK YOU

‘Someone is following me, someone who is more powerful
than | am..... | have baptised you with water, but he wiill
baptise you with the Holy Spirit.” Gospel Mk 1:1-8

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church
Forches,
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandile.ie

Parish Centre

T

Office Hours Monday to Friday 2am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www. portlaciseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass imes

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Meonday to Thursday
1lam to 1lpm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




“‘052’[0@

e T ‘

il

with Caramelised Onion & Mushroom
Swiss Cheese & Light Peppercorn Mayonnaise® .
served in a freshly baked Kaiser Buny ~ ° . r

rofi. JORG -
________

orderQnline

supermacs.ie

Fappy (Clistinas T all cwv (Cuslomens

from Supermac’s Portlaoise & The Portlaoise Plaza.



