PORTLAOISE
PARISH Fourth Sunday

l iq of Lent

14th March 2021

TRIDUUM IN HONOUR OF

ST. JOSEPH
MARCH 19 | 20 | 21,

FRIDAY 7.30PM

Evening Prayer of St. Joseph
with Benediction

SATURDAY 7.30PM
Holy Hour
SUNDAY 7.30PM

Joyful Mysteries of the Rosary
through the Eyes of St. Joseph

See also Prayer to St. Joseph on page 13

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaoiseParis
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilke Us()fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois

fb.com/portlaciselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




So the World Might
Be Saved

Jesus lived by one abiding rule.
He knew that his integrity was
the one thing that could not be
taken away. His life could be
taken, but his integrity could
not. Today we are asked to live
our lives by that same rule. We must know who we are; and we
must adhere to who we are with every ounce of integrity we pos-
5855,

We all admire people who have the courage of their convictions.
We admire their confidence, and we admire their openness. If we
have ever had something to hide we know how difficult it is to
feel good about ourselves. There must have been times in all our
lives where we have been tempted to deceive, keep some-
thing a secret, or simply lay low and hope that problems will blow
over. Keeping our integrity intact is not always easy, espeacially
when we have used our own flawed agendas to go by.

Today's gospel makes reference to an Old Testament Story. Just
as Moses used a bronze serpent to remind the Israelites of their
sinfulness and steer them towards better choices, so we are
asked to look upon Jesus as our guiding light. We are asked to
see Jesus' light in every corner of our lives and make good
choices on a daily basis. It might sound easy to make good
choices, but so often we disguise our choices, to hide our real
motivation, we might not even be aware that we are doing it. The
most important clue to making good decisions is to ask whether
we would have any qualms about pinning our choices up on a
noticeboard under a spotlight. With our choices on  public show,
how confidently would we face a challenge? Would our integrity
remain intact?

God sent his Son so the world might be saved. We are saved
when we continue to make those right choices, remembering that
we are not condemned for our bad choices if we can recognise
them and move on.

We welcome into our Parish Community

Brendan loseph Pio O'Reilly, Clonkeen
Alfie George Barraclaigh, Dysart

Whao were baptised last weekend

| | have been more interested in imitating Joseph's

| | trusting in God's plan even though he had limited

FOURTH SUNDAY OF LENT
2 Chron 36:14-16, 19-23. Ps136 Eph 2:4-10 In3:14-21

Saint Patrick

St Patrick was born very EE
prnbably in the early years of
the fifth century in Roman
colony of Britain. He was
taken captive at the age of
sixteen and brought to
Ireland where he was sold as
a slave. He tended herds on
S%ermsh Mountain for six years. His captlvlty'
'had a very positive effect on his spiritual life. He
prayed many times each day, his faith growing
stronger and his love and reverence for God
increasing. He escaped back home at the age
Inf twenty-two. It was obvious to him that God
was calling him to return to convert the Irish.
The voice of the Irish was calling him to come
and walk among them once more. He studied
| probably in France, returned to Ireland as a
bishop 457-61, or as early as 432 according to
another tradition. His mission was not
| immediately greatly successful but eventually he
would make a tremendous number of converts,
Two writings survive: the Letter to Coroticus, a
protest to the solders of a British prince who had
kiled some converts and sold them as slaves,
and his Confession written near the end of his
life, showing him as one living by the faith he
preached and allowing Christ to direct his whole
life. He died 491, though again other dates
| have been suggested, 480 or as early as 461.

Saint Joseph
Spouse of the
Blessed Virgin Mary

19" March
It is disappointing considering
the importance of Saint
Joseph's  role, that the
gospels do not tell us more
about him. All we really know of his character is that
he was a 'holy and righteous man who generously
cooperated with God's grace.' Early Christians must

virtues than recording biocgraphical details. So today,
| | as the early Christians did, we honour Joseph for

understanding of its reasons or consequences. We
offer petitions to him as patron saint of fathers,
guardians, workers and of the dying,




MULHALL MEATS

mn‘wl I5HED I“u

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

\ailable Mon 15th Maych - Sun 28th

March Only

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.

Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sundav Sam-Tpm.

Phone: 057 56

Mulhall’s Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday %m - 5pm

AUDIOLOGIST &
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.5.H.A.A,
(28+ years cxpenenoe with Privale &
Prublic Sectar)

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aldz available fram €890 pair ex, grant
Pre-employment Tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom mode Swim Flugs, Musicians Moulds

Hearing Aid Batteries, Minar Repairs, ete. (incl, postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

Social Welfare Grants available to eligible clients

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{(Entronce beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mcobile: 0B5 B56B808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie
**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN FLACE, IN LINE WITH ADWIE OF THE GOVERKWIENT & HSE GLIDELINES®*

Slimming World

_ here for you
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Tuesday morning 10am
Tuesday Evening 8pm

Saturday 10am, 1lam
and 12 noon
Contact Ingrid;
086 8040285

Same service from the
comfort and safety
of your home!

#sumrmn.Hm
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Bunions | Metatarsalgia | Leg Fatigue | Diabetic Feet | Arthritic Feet |
Shin Splints | Knee Pain | Achilles Tendonosis | Hallux Rigidus

V7 AN

Who may benefit from wearing Orthotics?
Orthotics are prescribed for a variety of conditions and as a
prevention to further problems. They can be worn by
children and adults and made to suit a range of footwear
including daywear, dress wear and sportswear.

TAYLOR

CONMROY
ORTHOTICS

WE CAN REPAIR

@ Broken Glass and LCD
() Battery Replacement

() Phone unlock

i  SPORTS PEOPLE; CHILDREM;
. L\"LIL\- 2 i : .
E . Gams May need to be aligned blomechanically
Ay - “to pravent proflems and cushioned for [
jAhinkabscrbenny

KELLIE TAYLOR BSC [Hons) Ost, M.O.CI. and DARREN COMROY BSC (Hons) Ost. M.OCL

. B 086-8675060

33 Main Street Portlacise Co.laols Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois
Tel : 0578605550

Etcnsteupaths@gmail.mm - www.tcosteopaths.ie

S G Sales Accessories Repairs

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarket.ie [B] @techmarketirl

WAS SERVICES LTD Click for Pickup COMMUNITY

. . CONNECT
Naﬂﬂﬂaf Donation ﬂay limkimg parents 1o real sspport

NEW ITEMS ONLY

MNappies - sizes 1 to 6, Baby Wipes, Nappy Sacks, Baby Wash,
MNappy Cream, Baby Sponges, Baby Cotton Wool,

Packs of babygros and vests (newborn to 6m),

Packs of baby hooded towels, Baby blankets,
Packs of baby bibs.
Financial donations accepted.

. C.C.T.V. | & DRAIN INSPECTION SAT MARCH 20TH 1PM-3PM

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING ; h ) o
TEL/FAX 057-8681720  MOBILE 087-7749519 For more info. and to book your donation pickup visit
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? www.communityconnect.ie/clickforpickup



REOPENING THIS
WEEKEND

RAFTERS BAKERY @
Friday 10-3
Saturday 10-3
Sunday 12-3

Full selection of breads,
pastries & dessarts

& tarts

Breakfast 10 -1

Grab & Go Lunch 12-3
Coffes Bar Open
sunday Lunch 12-3
PRE-ORDERS TAKEM

Selection of cakes, crumbles |

Portlacise, Co. Laois
Phone: 057 8666675
Email: info@rafterscafe.ie

Follow us on facebook
Send a whatsapp message

Unit 37, Laois Shapping Centre |

RAFTERS BAKERY@

TRy fﬁ'

MOTHERS DAY MEMU 14th MARCH 1 2Fhd- 3P‘h-'1
Fresk Homemade Vegetable Soup, Brown Bread -€4

Dy Fried Tempurn Battered Cravms, Sweet O Seuce - €7
Caesar Salad, Gariic Bread - €6
Crispy Cficfen Wings, Blue Cheese Dip, BBQ Sauce - €7

Prime Fpast Top Fjb of Irisk Beef, Kpast Gravy,
Harrseradish Sauce - €13
Rpast Crown of Turkey, Roast Gravy, Cranferry Sauce - €12
Lpin of Bacom, Parsiey Sauce -€12
Chicken of Mushroom Tofau Vent - €72
Dame of Fresh Salmon, Lemon of Butter Sauce - €13
agerarian Curry o Bice - €12

Bailey's (heesecaky - €4
Bread of Butler Pudding - €4
Profiterales, CRocolate Souce - €4
Strawiberry Cheesecaky - €4

AT main courses served wibh sefockion of fresd vegetables, creamed”
potdin of rodst potdto

3 Course Menu €18,95

TAKEAWAY /DELIVERY
every weekend

CHILDREW'S MEMNU —€5.95
Goujons of Chicken & Chips
Sausanes, Mash & Gravy
Penne Bolognese

Carton of Juica

SELECTION OF MOTHERS DAY
HAMPERS

BEREAKFAST f BRUNCH BOXES
ANMAILABLE TO PRE-ORDER
€19,95

AFTERNCON TEA BOXES
AVAILABLE TO PRE-CRDER
€24.95

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING
YOU BACK. PLEASE CALL IN & SUPPORT
LOCAL.

THAME ¥l

. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
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SELF NOTICED

-~ PURE GOLD

HAPPY ST. PATRICK'S DAY

«  We continue to strive for excellence in delivering
a professional, dlient-centred service. For more
information give us a call or visit our website.

mochuaprint.ie

Clonminam Business Park,
Partlaoise, Co. Laois, Ireland
L +353{0)57 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge,

Co. Kildare, W12 TF83, Ireland

L +353(0)45 433569




PAINTING &
DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience
089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www. kukic-hms.ie

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Bailers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the o sludge and water that has built up

in your radiators and boilars over the years with daan
water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save maonay.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES
Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 087-6542742

Fint 089-2544890

PLUMBER

AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel,
oil servicing, water
softener installation.
Contact Alan;

085-1141395

PLEASE NOTE

We are continuing the
printing of our weekly linkup
magazine during current
restrictions, working remotely,
We ask that all Anniversaries/
adverts/notices are submitted
via e-mail to;
linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

LAOIS COUNSELLING

SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;

087-3903995
"(-I_ibraries ¢ :

Ireland

ke Fupry { irory
ins” L by

W ould you like to be able ta
Access your local library
Services on the Internet,
download your favorite bo -r
or listen to audio books but :
you're not sure how to do this

Let our Library Digital
Ambassadors show you how
get on-line. You don't eve
have to be a member of yout
local library already, we'll help”
you join.
5__
To find out more contact:
Portlaoise Branch Library
Email:
portlaoiselibrary@Ia0iscoco.ies
Tel No: 057 8622333

@) L cma

-

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Alsc we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

or phone to 057-8692154
before 12 noon Wednesday.
If you are phoning, please leave
a voicemail with your phone
number, as this phone will not
be attended on a full time basis
and we will return your call.
Thank yvou for your
co-operation and stay safe.

Portlacise Library
Digital Marketing
Strategy for
Small Business and
Self Employed.

-

Join us at Laocis Libraries
for a zoom event with
Manzor Marketing.
This event will identify the
cornerstones to effectively
market your business in
the digital world,

The tools available will
also be outlined, how to
decide which tools best
suit your business and this
will include practical
advice on using tools like
e-mail marketing and
social media.

This event takes place on
Fri. 19" March, 7pm.
To register your interest,
e-mail:
portlavciselibrary@
laoiscoco.ie
or tel. 057-8622333,

MIDLAND
APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

087-9080211

GARDEN

MAINTENANCE

Man available for all types of

garden maintenance and
general handy work.

References available. Call;

Ray 085-2055198

CARING & RELIABLE
CHILDMINDER REQUIRED
2-4 days per week for a seven
month old baby.
Would suit somebody flexible
as days may differ each week.
Portlaoise area. Enquires to;

086-1229022




N U M BE RS If it's an emergency, Dial 999/112 I SPCC
IF YOU .
NEED bt ot 11 (24 HRSH.DAT E'iIrER'I'ﬂ.ﬂ'ﬂ

WE'RE HERE TO LISTEN t TALK to 50101
jo@samaritans.ie www.samaritans.org -;;!-|,1,.- Fat = wisiw childlineg je
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TExT HELP TO 51444 mary@pieta.ie
supperts people and communities in crisis by

mmmwmnm

www.pieta.ie

il ™

yﬁqﬂrﬂr text abDUt it CONTACT YOUR GP OR GP
= i Stiints | Buliding ";1 . TEXT OUT OF HOURS SERVICE
If: T |- healthic | | veuoBEEYE MIDOC
[ intormation | Suppart | Services | Afree 24/7 text service, providin
— suppnrtforpeuplegaingghmughga 1 850 302 ?02
(. - e e i 1800 111 888 ’"E"mhﬂ_ﬂ;:t;mionalcrlas NEDOC
"!--@) | R — | www.text50808.ie ) 1850777 911

LAOIS PHYSIOTHERAPY
CLINIC'

JOHN SUGRUE s38fisc Miscr
NicoLA CALDBEGK ssc MiscF MAACF
CONOR BOLTON B5c Msc MiscP

Chartered Physiotherapists
VHI, Aviva, BUPA, LAYA {Duinn] approved
) o

%. CENTRE POINT CARPETS LTD

.....:'.. : Y ILHI'-r |:|r1 WISTRIAL ESTATE, |r1.J.|;E"".

Y

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
Phone: 087-9945057
E-mail: info@laocisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

1792 | E-mail; centrepointcarpets @gmail.c

Online Pilates Classes

‘e are Suppliers of .-

- ; : # Carpets # Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds

For begln nersr |nterm¢dlate * Mattresses * Beds * Bedroom Furniture * Pillows
and advanced starting

w/c 15™ March 2021 for an

8 week block. Cost €80.

For more info. please call;
087-9945057 or e-mail
info@laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

WWW.centrepointcarpets.ie



Celebrating

St. Patrick’s Day

Virtually

A World of Dance
At 12 noon on St. Patrick's Day

Dancers from around the world will dance the traditional set dance,
together with Maureen Culleton, via zoom at 12 noon on St. Patrick’s
Day. There will also be singing, music and poetry. Maureen has taught
the dance via zoom each Tuesday to ensure success and enjoyment.
To participate in the event there is a Facebook page "Learn to dance
St. Patrick's Day" where you can become part of the group (non
dancers welcome) or e-mail Maureen at seanchistin@gmail.com or
text 087-6482038 to receive the zoom link. Lets celebrate our
national feast in style and enjoy a truly cultural event! 0

“ Learn to dance St. Patrick's Day

Z00m

STARCAMP FREE VIRTUAL SHOW
A 90 minute STARCAMP PRODUCTION
with Song, Dance, Games, Magic, Baking,

A Drawing and much more!
J\ For more details visit www.starcamp.ie

Scan this QR Code
now to Register

Music Generation

Laois/Laocise Music Generation Laois

Facebook Page Takeover
‘A series of live facebook performances featuring

v
% & -s-t-udents and tutors of MG Laois celebrating Irish music
* (snngsand tunes), in our first ever takeover of the
' ? Mﬂsu: Generation Laois facebook page ﬂ




FORGET ALL YOUR TROUBLES AND COUNT YOUR BLESSINGS!

It's time to celebrate!

HAPPY ST.
PATRICK'S DAY!

’,, " ongs, Shemmgwu
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Portiaoise AC Invite You To Join The |

Laols aK

Virtual Walk I Hlln

SCAN FOR MORE INFO
& REGISTRATION
ON EVENTBRITE

€12 P.P A Donation

\’“

Inchedes T-Shirt Will Be Made :
eMade pyne: /it ly/36CHGST
ﬁéﬁﬁﬁ Guide Dogs

Any Questions Please Contact secretary@portlaviseathieticclub.com

S PLEASE ENSURE YOU ADHERE TO THE MOST RECENT
£ GOVERNMENT GUIDELINES AT ALL TIMES WHILE
TAKING PART IN THIS VIRTUAL EVENT.

i
& Specwj, Gu,ests

16 & 17 Mar | dunamalse ie E
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MARCH 17"-21" M., P

.
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RCH1/TH 2021
O EYES DOWN 5PM

Join our St. Patrick’s Day
Online Bingo
Money raised will be going to Charity.
Books are available now to buy through
Eventbrite.ia
Check out "St. Patricks Day Mega Bingo"
SINGLED JOUBLEBOOK

BUORS
SSHEE 1Y *LJ__J' u
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Portiaocise Parish www.portlaciseparish.ie. -

Measuring God's Love

One of my favourite Bible verses begins, "For God so
loved the world." I was thinking about that verse and
wondering - just how great is God's love and how could
we measure it?

Sometimes we use a measuring cup to measure things. If
I were making some cookies, I would use a measuring cup
to make sure that I put in exactly the right amount of
flour, sugar, and milk. I wonder if we might use a
measuring cup to measure God's love? The Bible says,
"The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want....my cup
runneth over." (Psalm 23:1,5) Well, if our cup runs over
with God's love, I don't guess we could use a measuring
cup to measure it.

If we were building something, we might use a tape measure to measure the length, width,
and height of different things. I wonder if we might use a tape measure to measure God's
love? The Bible tells us that God's love is higher than the heavens. (Psalm 108:4) If God's love
is higher than the heavens, I don't think we could use a tape measure to measure it, could

we?

We use a watch to measure time. There will probably be some people here this morning who
will use their watch to measure how long the priests homily lasts! I wonder if we could use a
watch to measure how long God's love will last. The Bible tells us that God's love is from
everlasting to everlasting. (Psalm 103:17) Wow! If God's love is from everlasting to
everlasting, I don't guess we could measure it with a watch.

"For God so loved the world, that he gave His one and only Son that whoever believes in him
shall not perish but have eternal life." How do you measure a love like that? We can't measure
it -- we don't need to -- but we do need to experience it.

My prayer for you today is, "That you may understand how wide, how long, how high, and how
deep his love really is. May you experience it, though it is so great you will never fully
understand it." (Ephesians 3:18-19)

MU Pra Y er
Heavenly Father, we thank you for your love — a love
so great that you gave your one and only Son so that
we could have eternal life. Amen.




ST. PATRICK

* As a teenager, Patrick was captured by Irish raiders and
forced into slavery for six years. During this time he learned
the language and customs of the Irish people. He also grew
close to God. After the six years, he escaped and made his
way back to his family. Then he decided that the people of
Ireland needed him. So, he began to learn the Bible and train
for mission work. Once he was ready, he returned to Ireland
and preached to the people for 40 years before he died. As
he converted the Irish, he made disciples out of them. Many
of his followers went on to become renowned religious leaders
as well.

Saint Patrick left behind a great example
for us to follow. He could have hated the

people who stole him from his family, but
he knew that they needed God’'s love. He
loved his enemies and wanted them to know God like he did. In addition to

converting many, he spent time training them to lead others. We need to
£ . | . e ’
learn from his example of not only converting the lost but training them in Do you E;naw '

God's Word after they convert. Patrick's love, forgiveness, service, and = 23
Y ' g ! ! what this is?

leadership provides us with an excellent example to emulate.

used to be

called Mothering \ p py
Sunday and we t b
- have celebrated m rs
For all who care for us day by day,

this special day day 3
Let us not forget that you were a child in Ireland for L(_%

hundreds of |
years. A long time ago children from poor
families were sent to work as servants for rich
And in our country too, AAPPY MCJTHEF?‘S D4, |[families. They were allowed to go home every
: : yvear on the fourth Sunday of Lent. The
children were given a day off to visit the
church in their home town. After visiting the
church they went to visit their mothers and
they brought flowers or baked a special cake
for the occasion.

M(l{j PVHH&V Mother’s Day €3 (i:g

Dear Jesus

We thank you for Mothers everywhere

And your mother was Mary.

We say thank you for Mums across the world

Although we may not say it,

We think you are the best.

S0 let us give grateful thanks  _gu . & =

And let our voices be heard

For all the Mums and Grans

On this very special day. re al Moms ‘Iﬁﬁ' gﬁ?dt&ffﬁ g{ﬁ Qfﬁ'ﬂ?
Amen Promoled To Etemafﬁgﬁ'

|'i_"-_ I'”:.lF:‘l]_:.' ,




% ST. PATRICK.

Will we ever forget last St. Patricks day. Lockdown had just
began, we faced a wvery uncertain future. Most of us felt
frightened and anxious. Living in 2 pandemic, over the past
wvear has been wvery difficult. Many have suffered and too
many lives, have been |ost. Whilst we still live with
restrictions, there is hope, light at the end of this long tunnel,
We know that with the great gift of science and vaccines very
soon we will be in a much brighter place. Let's be patient and
lock forward to brighter days.

On St. Patrick's Day we celebrate our Irishness and our faith,
Faor 50 long in our history they have been intertwined, perhaps
at times identified. As a result we may have been tempted to
take our falth for granted, Admittedly we did not hawve to fight
for it or die for it as our ancestors did, They were challenged
by their faith and responded generously to that challenge.

Today, Irish people all over the world and we here at home
rejoice in the new opportunities which are available in our
country - for education, employment and a good guality of
life. Indeed many of our exiles will tell you that they regret
the fact that these opportunities were not available to them
before they emigrated. In the past the challenge to our faith
came from outside of ourselves - from Penal Laws and from
oppressive regimes, Today the challenge is not so obvious and
it comes from within ourselves. Faith is not something that
has myths of compartmentalisation; rather it impinges on all
areas of human living. Today there is probably no area of life
in which faith is not being challenged and in which it does not
hawve a significant contribution to make.

As individuals and families, whether in our work, socialising,
education or whatever, our faith impinges or we can refuse to
allow it to do s0. &t times we misinterpret and misunderstand
the nature of faith. Great faith is not a faith that walks in the
light and knows no darkness, Real faith persaveres in spite of
God's seeming silence,

When one considers the obstacles with which Patrick
contended - taken captive from his own people and his home,
slavery on Slieve Mish, eventual escape and yet prepared to
return as a missionary and preach Christ’s gospel to those
who had held him captive. The wholeheartedness and single
mindedness of Patrick are clear pointers to his faith. He is a
man of flesh and blood whose whole life was fed on faith in
God’s love. Faith must have been a struggle for him, as it is
for you and me. In the experience of slavery it must have
been tempting for him to abandon faith and yield to despair,
Yet he recognised his real helplessness and turned to God as
a helper and a true friend.

Slavery in the 21 century takes on a more sinister and subtle
farm. Worle, pleasure, comfort, the celebrity status. Almost
unnoticed God can be excluded and pushed out to the
margins of life in a busy competitive world, With so0 many
voices clambering for our attention we have to make an effort
to keep the lines of communication open with God in prayer
and in our participation at Mass and the sacraments.

In a confused and complex culture we need a compass to
provide us with a sense of direction. Enabling us to cope with
and respond to the wvarious challenges which meet us every
day. I am convinced that faith, properly understood and
genuinely lived can provide us with such a compass. Faith can
enable us to see beneath and beyond the situations in which
we find ourselves, Just as in Patrick's life, faith made it
possible for God to enter, so In our lives faith makes it

L

possible for God to become inveolved in our busy world and our
hectic activity. As we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day 1 take this
opportunity to wish you a very happy celebration and pray
that the falth that Patrick brought to our shores will sustain all
of us in challenging times.

If St. Patrick were |looking at the &.1 news this evening, he
would undoubtedly be surprised to find that his name was
associated with the greening of the Great Wall of China and of
the Pyramids in Egypt. The marketing people have been very
clever in turning our national feast day into an opportunity to
promate tourism and to seek opportunities for overseas trade,
Fair play to them. If these things help ta rebuild our economy
and to ensure that all our people can live with dignity and
enjoy the fruits of citizenship, then there is nothing wrong
with that.

But we who belleve In Jesus need to be doing a bit of
marketing ourselyves, In our second reading today, 5t. Paul
reminds us that the time will come when many people will not
want to hear the message of the Gospel. The image of the
weeds and the wheat growing togsther, which we heard in the
Gospel, Is a reminder that falth and unbelief exist side by side
in our society, It is not the responsibility of politicians,
economists or entrepreneurs as such to promote faith. It is
our task as Christians, together with Christians of other
religious traditions throughout Ireland, to ensure that the
primary focus of St, Patrick’s Day remains the reception of the
Gospel and that the values of the Gospel permeate our civil
society

St, Patrick’s Breastplate is a popular prayer attributed to one
aof Ireland’s most beloved patron saints., According to
tradition, St, Patrick wrote it in 433 A.D, for divine protection
before successfully converting the Irish King Leoghaire and his
subjects from paganism to Christianity. (The term breastplate
refers to a piece of armour worn in battie.)

Christ with me

Christ before me

Christ behind me

Christ in me

Christ beneath me

Christ above me

Christ on my right

Christ an my |eft

Christ when I lie down

Christ when [ sit down

Christ when I arise

Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me
Christ In the mouth of everyvone who speaks of me
Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ In every ear that hears me,

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 17,800 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles
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Prayer to St Joseph, Husband of Mary

Blessed Joseph,
in life you protected and cherished Mary
as your wife.
You loved the child Jesus as your Son,
and kept Him safe from danger.
Watch over us this day,
as you watched over your family.
Guard and protect us
from the dangers that face us,
shield us from the anxiety of our hearts.
Through your example
may we find the courage, love and faith
to walk through these days,
trusting in God and caring for one another,
as you caved for your family.

St Joseph, pray for us. Amen.

- |‘.
Kandle.ie i @KANDLEI

=
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Three stations will
be made available
every Friday at 3pm
during the season of
Lent
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Suen though T walk thiough the darkest valley,
T fear wo ewil: for qou ane with me: youn nod

and youn dtafd - they comfort wme.
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging
on to the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

MOTHER'S DAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of our Mam |

BRIGID (Cissy) MILLS
148 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaovise.
3™ Mother’s Day away from home.

) To the world you were our Mother,
But to us you meant the World.

You are missed so much fm‘.::‘y Mmﬂm_y.
Happy Mother's Daay
With love, Gean, Cathy, Marie,
Patrick and Teresa XXX

Beace ChMam

bk

F

(Rest in

ANGELA (Jill) KEENAN

4 New Row, Green Road, Portlaocise and late
of Rathmore, Stradbally.
1* Anniversary occurs Sunday, 14" March 2021.

On the first anniversary of Jill's
passing, Paul, David, Anna,
Mairead, Stephen, Ciaran,
Nicola, Justin and her extended
family would like to thank all
those who offered their
condolences on the passing of
- their most beloved mother and
grandmaother.
Thank vou to all those who sent floral tributes,
Mass cards, sympathy cards and messages of
condolences and to our relatives, neighbours and
friends whose support was very much appreciated.
Heartfelt thanks to the Priests of the Parish
especially Monsignor John Byrne for celebrating
Jill's funeral Mass. Thanks to MNuala Kelly for her
beautiful music ministry.
& special thanks to Caroline Ryan for her care and
kindness to Mam during her final six months.
Thanks also to the staff of the Cedar Clinic and to
the wonderful doctors, nurses and staff at
Portlacise hospital.
Sincere thanks to Rankin's undertakers for their
professionalism, kindness and support in carrying
out Mam's funeral arrangements with such dignity
and respect and to the gravediggers for preparing
Mam’s final resting place with such care.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement
as an expression of our sincere appreciation and
deepest gratitude to you all. The holy sacrifice of
the Mass will be offered for your intentions.

Jill's 1* Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on Sunday 14"
March at 10am.

Kestin Feace Mam

In Loving Memory of
PEG NOLAN

26 Borris Rd. Portlaoise.
20" Anniversary occurs 13" March 2021

Your life was love and labour
Your love for your family true
You d?JJrrmr best for ::J'Tﬂfu.i

Te will afu ays fove and reme mE;:r_}lr:u.

Sadly missed by all your loving family.
Rest in Reace Peag
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" Mother’s Day Remembranée ™%,
For The Loving Memory Of 1;'.;
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ELIZABETH MARY McEVOY .
64 Beladd, Summerkill Lane, Portlavise.
6™ Mother's Day away from home

My Mum... My Friend, on Mother's Day

It's an everlasting sadness that
you're no longer here,

But every year on Mother’'s day,

| like to think you are near.
Your love for me was constant,

Your devotion had no end,
You filled my life with sunshine,

As a Mother and a friend.
S50 may you know farever, that to me you were the

best, and may you find a gentle peace,
In sweet eternal rest.

Happy Mother's Day

To my beloved Mother, my guardian angel,
Thank you for keeping watch over me from above,
Your love, your touch, your sacrifices, are etched
deeply in my memory,

In a special place upon my heart,

You're never gone, your sweet presence stays,
You live in my heart always,

We'll meet in Heaven someday,

We'll embrace and never be apart again, until eternity.

Mother
Missing you this Mother's Day in Heaven

A mother's love is special, a gift beyond compare,
You only know the meaning when she is no longer
there,

A special time, a special face,

A special Mum | can’t replace,

With an aching heart | whisper low,

I miss you Mother and love you so,

Mother’s Day
Sharing a candle to remember you
Mum, in Heaven this Mother's Day.
You will always be loved,
You will be missed,
You will live forever in my heart,
fum your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure
You are loved beyond words and missed beyond
measure.

Have a happy Mother's Day in Heaven Mum
Sending all my love to Heaven, on Mother's Day
I miss you Mum, always, love James xxx

&
ﬂ >

By, Rat in Reace Lliaabath

In Loving Memory of

JAMES MOFFITT

Raheen, Abﬁeyfru’.
7 Anniversary occurred 11" March 2021

From sunrise to sunset
FEwvery moment would have been
more wonderful, if you were with
us today.

Your memories will never be

forgotten.
Sadly missed by all his family.
Reast in Reave ~Jimmy

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

EILEEN PHELAN

‘Sancta Maria’ New Road, Portlaoise.

The Phelan family would like to
thank most sincerely all those
who supported us in the very sad
loss of our beloved, much loved
mother, grandmother who passed
to her eternal reward on 17™
February, 2021.
Thanks to all who offered their
condolences by sending Mass and
Sympathy cards, text messages, messaged on
RIP.ie and phone calls. Thanks also to all who
lined the route to Portlaoise Church and for those
who attended at the graveyard.
Special thanks to Mona Culleton for her kind and
gentle care of our Mother.
Thanks to the Cedar Clinic, Chemco Pharmacy and
Carers from Connected Health. To members of the
family who cared for her, in her words, God will
bless you,
Sincere thanks to the Priests of the Parish
especially Monsignor John Byrne for celebrating
Eileen's funeral Mass. Also thanks to Fr. Paddy
Byrne, Fr. Tom O'Connor, Fr. Eddie Lawlor, Fr.
Thecdore Tomasik and Fr. Joe Q'Neill for their
spiritual care to our Mother. Sincerest thanks to
Ellie Foran for her kindness as a neighbour and
Eucharistic Minister to our Mother,
Our thanks to the staff at Henry Rankin funeral
directars for their compassionate and professional
mannear in helping in all aspects of the funeral.
As it would be impossible to thank ewveryone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement
as a sincere expression of our gratitude.
The Holy Sacrament of the Mass will be offered for
vour intentions.

Eileen's Month Mind Mass will be celebrated on
Wednesday March 17™ at 10am in Sts. Peter's &
Paul's Parish Church and can be viewed via the
Parish Webcam.

"Those we fove we ﬂ?wrfn_refp.r‘ always tﬁe_}l will be
loved, remembered, treasured, always tn our memory”

Kestin Feace [ ileen
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In Loving Memory of
ORLA CONROY-KELLY

25 Bianconi Way, Portlaoise.
6™ Anniversary occurs 1 6™ March 2021.

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church on Tuesday
16" March at 10am.

Without your kind and gentle
smile and sweet familiar face,
A treasured life is missing,
And the world’s a sadder place.

You lived your life so graciously,
You always did your best,
And now you're with the angels and it's time

1°

Thinking of John on his
2" Anniversary
JOHN GING

Mountrath Road, Portluoise.
2" Anniversary occurred 11" March 2021.

John was a husband and father
sovery rare,
Content in his home and always
there,
On earth he toiled,
In Heaven he rests,
God bless you John,
You were one of the best.

Anniversary Mass offered

Loved beyond words and cherished forever

for you to rest.

Your heartbroken wife and family x T
Rest in Beace ~ohn -
In Loving Memory of

Our Dear Brother ? S
JOHN GING .

2" Anniversary occurred 11™ March 2021.

A face that is always on our minds i
A smile we have seen a million times
Two eyes that would light up a sky at night 3
i ' One last battle you could not fight.

Loved and remembered by fis loving brothers, sisters, 1
brother-in-faw, sisters-in-faw, mieces, nepfifws arnd
extended famify.

Rest in Reace o

As peace surrounds you everywhere in Heavenly
skies above, here on earth you're deeply missed
and thought about with love.

?

We see the stars at night time, shining bright
and clear, and as we say goodnight, God bless,
we know that you will hear.

Fappy WMother ¢ Day Orla

Loved and missed so much Orla
From your heartbroken children; Lydian, Paddy,
son-in-law Sean, granddaughter Orla-Mae,
Mammy & Daddy & Brendan, Sharon & Jim,
Lorena & Shane, Lynda & Damien, Olivia & Brian,
Geraldine & Rocky and your adored nieces and
nephews who miss you so much.

CMay Orix Rest in Reace

? In Loving Memory of ?
EAMON SMYTH

Late of 11 Cois na Habhainn, Green Mill Lane, Portlasise. ==
11™ Anniversary away from home occurs 11" March 2021,
A whisper from Heaven
Time cannot heal the heartache or -
stop a silent tear,

¥ It will never take away our memories ™%

of a dad we love so dear,
Dad we'll hold you in our hearts,
until we hold you in Heaven. el

i [ MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

‘ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

Far the perfect tribite card for your loved one
" monr bespoke memorial cards,
Create o eollage of images illustrating
the fife of vour loved one with onr
expert Design Team,
All our Cards are individually designed
= unigue keepsakes, with ao hidden charges . .
for additional photas or inages. g Loved and missed abways by your loving sons, e
daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law,

grandchildren and great-grandchildren. ek

CMay Eamon Rest in Reave 2

1111} ¢

. H

Unit 3, Clon (LR mess Pa
Portlaose, Co. Lams
/057 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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Mother’s Day Remembrance
In Loving Memory of
MOLLY MAHER

11 Davin Park, Mountmellick.

A picture of vou we carry in our hearts
We close our cves to see it, when the
world gets dark
A memory of vou we carry in our soul
We wrap it close around us. when the
nights get cold
I vou ask how we are. we'd say just fine
But the truth is, if vou could read our
minds, not a day zoes by that we don't
think of vou Molly.

Happy Heavenly Mother's Day!
We love you Nanny
We love you Mammy

Coved and missed dearly by all fier loving family, grand Eids
and great-grandchiifdren x

Rest in Rasce Mally
% ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memary of

MICHAEL McEVOY

1 Mountrath Road, Portlaoise.
1** Anniversary occurs 21 March 2021

The family of the late Michael
McEvoy would like to thank all
who offered their condolences by
sending Mass cards and writing
kind messages on RIP.ie
We would like to thank the staff
of Oakdale Nursing home and
Midlands Regional Hospital,
Portlaoise.
Our thanks to Msgr. Byrne and the Priests of the
Parish. Thank you to Matthew Keegan and David
Goode, undertakers, for their kindness and
professionalism.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement
as a token of our sincere appreciation.

Michael’'s 1 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Sunday 21*
March at 10am and can be viewed via webcam.

Kestin Fcacc Michael
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? Birthday and Mother’s Day
Remembrance

PATRICIA LaCUMBER
1 Parnell Crescent, Portlaoise.

Happy Heavenly Birthday which
occurred 10t March.

There ever we go, whatever we do
Memories keep us near to you.

Also wishing you a
Happy Heavenly Mother's Day
From all your loving family x

Rest in Peace Ratricia

? In Loving Memory of %
MARIA GREENE ’
Anniversary occurs 15™ March 2021

&t Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
Maria’s 7" Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Monday 15™ March at 10am.
Sometimes when I first awake,
1 think that you're still here,
And for a fleeting moment,
The clouds afl disappear.

For you brought endiess sunshine, wntil you went away,
And now I miss you desperately, each minute of the day.
You would not like to see me sad, sowhat I try to do,

Is frve a bright and happy fife, i memory of you.

TFor though I'll abways miss you, and it s dreadful being apart,
I haven't really lost you, you are still here in my heart.

TForever in our hearts, from Daddy, Mommy, brother
Stephen, sister Natalie, grandparents, aunts, uncles, cousins

and friends xxx

Hiaria; Avway with the Angals

In Loving Memory of
JOHN (Jack) DEMPSEY

70 Main Si. Portlacise, Died 12 March 2017,

4" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church this
Sunday 14™ March at 10am.

N{:w.‘.l' Mrres 1:|l.'||:'l- a Ll'lt]lll-;].'ll AWy,

[_)::e‘t%: I CoiEr ]'|vr..'1|'l.-|- 'f”‘" \m” .'::w."uj.*- .‘:lJ'I.:jJ

] oved and remembered f:w-.:'riu:‘jmj.

Sadly missed by all his loving family;
Ann Marie, Gérard, Mary, nieces and nephews.

CMay ~John Rest in " Reace

You are the - P - P P
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In Loving Memory of
PATRICK (Bumper)
WHELAN

16 O' Moore Place, Portlaovise.
11" Anniversary away from home.

Dadl

| am sending a dove from Heaven
with a parcel on its wings;
Be careful when you open it,
It's full of heautiful things.
Inside are a million kisses,
Wrapped up in a million hugs;
g- To say how much | miss you,
' And to send you all my love,
| hold you close within my heart, and there you will
remain; to walk with me throughout my life,
Until | see you again.

Love and miss you Dad, sadly missed by all
your loving famify.

Clay Patrick Rest in RPeace

@%
@ Stone Centre

m
+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and

plagques in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order,

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

_P_ortlaoise

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www.portlaoisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930

Email: info@ portlaoisestone.ie

e

KEEGAN’'S ¥+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

=%
. L Y
Contact Matthew

087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

(opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567 -
PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢ %%
NIALL; .3
086-2770095

DEs & CARMEL MORAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Main St., Ballyroan, Co. Laols

¢

24 hour service and personalised attention  *

057-8731115 '
Carmel 087-6144280

(%) Des 087-2794532

moranundertakerslacis@gmail.com

Kelly’s Funeral Services

since the 1940°s the Kelly family have
been providing Funeral 5ervices in the
Abbeyleix area Main
Street

We offer a 24 hour personal and ,
Abbeyleix

professional funeral service, *

F

c 23300 | ul
; ralservices e ‘ ol !d
Dkellysfuneralservices




Results for
11th March 2021

Portlaoise Parish

on) 1) (1) (1)

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Mary Dwane Ann Ging
Sheila Roche Play PARISH Kathleen Brown
Breda & Peter @@ ® ®@ Peter Ryan
Joanna Michalska bl ot ol Parish Centre
Michael Commins wWiww. portiacisspanth.ie Sam O'Brien
Marg Tiernan Rita Watkins
1]
Match 3s
€167
each

FOIIOW US ’ @PortlaciseParis
& Lil{e Us o portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot €20,000

Priests of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

a Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
=

Tel: 057 8509998

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8661139

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 B661605

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who
have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish during
this time of Lockdown. The generosity of so many means we
continue to be well supported and can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account

Portlaocise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church
Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Pa_rlsh can_tre

Office Hours Monday to Friday Sam-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaoiseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass imes

057 86001159)

'iq Secretary: Julie Conroy
L' Maonday to Thursday

11lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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WAYS TO ENGAGE IN OUR LENTE 3 OURNEY

Consecration to St. Joseph - to celebrate the Year of St. Joseph
33 days of prayer to St. Joseph will take place everyday after the morning Rosary.
Even if you have missed the beginning of this devotion, you may join at any time.
The book ‘Consecration to St. Joseph’ containing the reflections and prayers
is available at the Parish Centre Shop

Triduum to St. Joseph
19th - 21st of March

Three days to celebrate and to pray through the intercession of St. Joseph

Confessions
Every Friday, from 6pm to 7pm a priest will be available for Confession
in the Prayer Room, in the Parish Church

Stations of the Cross
Throughout Lent on Friday at 7.30pm we will pray together the Stations of the Cross

Due to current restrictions all ceremonies will be celebrated virtually
www.portlaoiseparish.ie



