PORTLAOISE
S Third Sunday of Lent /\@\‘%

l | | p I'n his message for Lent 2021,

the Pope asks people to
7th March 2021

“experience Lent with love,” which
“rejoices in seeing others grow.”

Life is GOOD.

Make it

autiful.

The less you respond to
negative people, the more
Peaceful your life becomes.
Save only those memories,

which give you:
TWINKLE in your EYES,
not WRINKLES on your FACE.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 - ¥ Te @PortlaociseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & lee UgOﬂ: com/portlaoiseparishlaois
fb.com/ portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Hitting
Hypocrisy
Where It

Hurts

Imagine
SCEne.
. makes a whip
and drives the
money changers
Everywhere sheep and cattle are

the
Jesus

from the temple.
rafters.... coins and feathers everywhere and the money
changers in an uproar, Jesus makes things clear. "Stop
making my Father’'s house a market place!”

De we feel an element of discomfort. How many parishes
use the back of church to raise funds? How often do we
stand at the back of church selling raffle tickets? How
many years have we invited donations for votive candies,
or sold newspapers, books, rosary beads, cards and

collecting boxes and reprimand us?

Perhaps before we answer this guestion we need to
understand the context of today's reading. In Jesus’ day it
was expected that visitors to the temple should present a
sacrifice, and for that purpose, the temple officials made
it easy to purchase cattle and turtle doves. The second
practical consideration was that because the Roman
coinage was considered idolatrous by the Jews, the
temple permitted money changers to exchange roman
coins for tokens. The original system was not a bad idea,
but it became corrupt. It was all too easy for the price of
doves to become extortionate, and the exchange rate for
tokens to come down on the side of the money changers.
Soon it was the case that something that had originally
been intended to oil the practicalities of worship in itself
cheated would-be worshippers, especially those with little
maoney. Jesus had a passion for exposing hypocrisy, and
this was hypocrisy at its worst.

Jesus probably would not have a problem with us using
the back of church for selling newspapers or raising
funds. At the end of the day it isn't buildings of worship in
themselves that are of the greater importance, but what

real temples. Jesus challenged impurity at its roots, and
the root of all impurity is wherever we have a thought or

an idea that lacks integrity or smacks of hypocrisy.
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LENTEN STATIONS

For the support of our Priests
Envelopes are available in Church porches for those
who hawven't got Development Boxes and wish to
contribute to the Priests Collection, You can drop
this envelope in one of the collection boxes provided
in our Churches or returning to the Parish Centre
during Lent.

Trocaire Boxes are available in the
Church porches or you can pick up a
box in the Parish Centre.
Thank You!

.-vu.AA
¥

T

careering out of control. Doves are flapping up to the|.

We welcome into our
Parish Community

Arthur Podge Regan
summerhill Lane

Riley Mai Delaney
Higgins Park

Who were baptised last weekend

statues? If Jesus walked in today, would he tip over our| -

Third Sunday of Digging Deeper
Lent: _
Some Suggestions
for the Week

+ Persevere in your
chosen resolutions for
Lent and remember
their purpose is to bring
you closer to God

+ Think of one hahit
you can create to help
keep Sunday haoly in your hame

4+ Make sure you have your Trécaire box for the
home and find out about the Trocaire campaign to
help people living in conflict in South Sudan

+ Go for a walk and contemplate the beauty of
God’s creafion

+ Do a Friday Penance

+ Find ways to conserve and reduce your use of
water in the home. See www.water.le/conserve for
easy tips that go a long way.

T

Living Lent

lies in our hearts and in our intentions. Qur bodies are the |,

THIRD SUNDAY OF LENT
EX20:1-17 (shorter form 20:1-3,7-8,12-17)
Ps 188-11 1Cor 1:22-25
In 2:13-25




MULHALL MEATS

E ||\'|.'\an|‘-||:'|:" 193y 35

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silve.rs ide Roast

ion st March - Sun 4ih March

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's t‘:-il["‘.'l""-."'-:'||ll..
Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-Sar 7.30am%9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

LITHE |.-':l. -.l":'.-:l'.""“'l

Mulhall’s Butcher Connter is Open Every .‘._'lun.d:n_.' Sam - Spm

AUDIOLOGIST [ imming World
HEARING AID , here for you

Consultant =

Patricia Kilmartin
B.AA.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

{28+ years cxpenence with Private &
Preblic Sectar)]
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Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

v

Tuesday morning 10am

& Virtual Gm%&%
Full range af Diglh‘.ﬂ Hl:ﬂhn; Aids available from €200 pr.iir &, grarﬂ‘ 9’

Pre-employment Tests/Occupatianal Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom mode Swim Flugs, Musicians Moulds

Tuesday Evening 8pm
Saturday 10am, 1lam
and 12 noon
Contact Ingrid,
086 8040285

Same service from the
comfort and safety
of vour home!

# SlimFromHome

 Slimmin

Hn.?.ur'ing Aid Batteries, Minar l-‘;r.pqlr;‘. ete. |:im:|. F*-'J':“D' Sﬂ.r\'l-:h‘.:l

Ear Wax Removal Service

Social Welfare Grants availabde to eligible clients

In Attendance
10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 B652289 Mobile: 085 8568808

E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES N FLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVHE OF THE GOVERKRMENT & HSE GUIDELINES"*




A Bt We may have the SOLUTION to;

Flat Feet | Heel Pain | Heel Spurs | Arch Pain | Plantar Fasciitis |
Bunions | Metatarsalgia | Leg Fatigue | Diabetic Feet | Arthritic Feet |
Shin Splints | Knee Pain | Achilles Tendonosis | Hallux Rigidus

TAYLOR

CONROY
ORTHOTICS

Who may benefit from wearing Orthotics?
Orthotics are prescribed for a variety of conditions and as a
prevention to further problems. They can be worn by
children and adults and made to suit a range of footwear
including daywear, dress wear and sportswear.

: e ELDERLY PEOPLE;
¥ 4 s ¥ 1 h'm "ﬂfﬂ'ﬂ'ﬂ Hﬂlp‘pﬁt’h
Our winners will each receive a €25 Laois Gift Card! il M'W“ﬂ* e
To join in, use the hashtag «SplashintoSpringChallenge Fﬁat%nﬂﬂma‘j;&hﬂirﬂrﬁaﬂrﬂ
to pwst or tweet your wideo I?.EI- econds max] or your phl:-tn of splashing in puddles. ‘diabetes may require safter coverings.

Halp meed to b.a";n_n:l Bumacharic,u"]r
to prevent proclems and cushionad for
shock absarbency.

KELLIE TAYLOR BSC [Hons) Ost, M.0.CI. and DARREN COMROY BSC (Hons) Ost. M.OCIL

086-8675060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

YOU'RE NOT ALONE ™ tcosteopaths@gmail.com *® www.tcosteopaths.ie

O MY TH
COVID-19/ CORONAVIRUS (7 /=& A

SUPPORTLINE FOR OLDER PEOPLE Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

081 8 222 024 * NEED HOME HEATING OIL?

 NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

TO VOLUNTEER YOUR HELP, VISIT

www.alone.ie CENTREPOINT CARPETS LTD

KYLEX AL ESTATE, TIMAHOE RD
ED BETWEEN LIAM FITZPATRICK TYRES

Phone/Fax; 057-8620792 | E-mail; centrepointcarpets @gmail.com

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

We are Suppliers of -
+ Carpets + Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds
* Mattresses * Beds * Bedroom Furniture * Pillows

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX D57-R681720 MOBILE (087-7749519 - e 5
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? Www.centrepomtcarpets.ic
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REPAIR
Bowa

-
<71860555% .
.0

Tel . - =
WE CAN REPAIR o
@ Broken Glass and LCD

(+) Battery Replacement
@ Phone unlock

Faster Service: .

33 Main Street Portlacise Co.laols
Tel : 0578605550

PHIHE
IME

(7 PRIME TIME

!EEEE 12/Week Online Programme For

Adults Aged 50-80 'Abars In Lauis

Starts March 15th.

- This programme involves:
2 online (live) exercises classes |
per week which train balance,
fitness, strength and flexibility.

Plus 1 mini (15min) health
workshop per week.

- This multimodal training
study has received funding
from the Government

Of Ireland’s Slaintecare
Integration Fund under grant l
agreement number 21. —

Please email ruthtrusfitness@gmail.com to book your place
and for more detailed information.
Deadline for applications is March 10th, 2021.

Flbkw rakUnxe

LY i Sléintecare, Meood (| sz,

Clonminam Business Park,
Portlaoise, Co. Laois, Ireland
t:+353(0)57 8634050

Henry Street, Mewbridge,
Co. Kildare, W12 TF23, Ireland
t:+353(0)45 433569

".”““ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
" GET YOURSELF NOTICED

USE YOUR VOICE!
HAPPY WOMEN'S DAY

As a lady-led organisation we're always excited to
amplify the voices of female entrepreneurs, artists,
and advocates through our state-of-the-art
hranding and print services.

Looking to make your voice heard? Let's talk!

mochuaprint.ie ,
]



PAINTING &

DE RATIN
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

SERVICES
For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Bailers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Bailers

Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systams
Remawing all the ofd sludge and water that has built up

in your radiators and beilars over the years with diaan
water and [nhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save money,

089-4459958 083-3153211 Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:
www.kukic-hms.ie www.kukic-hms.ie 086-3758503
ACTIVE BUILDING PLUMBER PLEASE NOTE

SERVICES AVAILABLE We are continuing the

Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 087-6542742
Fint 089-2544890

All domestic, solid fuel,
oil servicing, water
softener installation.
Contact Alan;

085-1141395

AN SEAN CHISTIN
Zoom St. Patrick’s Day
Set Dancing
On St. Patrick's Day at 12 noon
dancers from all over the world
will dance together our traditional
set dance via zoom.

To accommodate this I am
teaching the dance every
Tuesday by free zoom class at
7pm. All are welcome to join in.
Check out my facebook page
"Learn to dance St. Patrick's Day"
or I can be contacted by e-mail
seanchistin@gmail.com or
text 087-6482038
Lets keep our dancing shoes at
the ready and join in this world-
wide celebration of our culture on

St. Patrick's Day at 12 noon.
Thanking you, Maureen Culfeton

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

printing of our weekly linkup
magazine during current
restrictions, working remotely.
We ask that all Anniversaries/
adverts/notices are submitted
via e-mail to;
linkup@portlaciseparish.ie
or phone to 057-8692154
before 12 noon Wednesday.
If you are phoning, please leave
a voicemail with your phone
number, as this phone will not
be attended on a full time basis
and we will return your call.
Thank you for yvour
co-operation and stay safe.

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;
087-3903995

MIDLAND
APPLIANCE

REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

087-9080211

Lacis C v Lil Servi -
Digital Library Training: Would you
like to be able to access your local

library services on the Internet,
download your favourite books or
listen to audio books but you're not
sure how to do this? Let our Library
Digital Ambassadors show you how to
get on-line. You dont even have to
be a member of your local library
already, we'll help you join. To find
out more contact 057-8622333 or
e-mail: library@laoiscoco.ie
COVID-19 Support Line for Older
People, ALONE manage a national
support line and additional supports
for older people who have concerns
or are facing difficulties relating to
COVID-19,  Professional  staff  are
available to answer queries and
give advice and reassurance where
necessary, seven days a week,
8am-8pm, by calling 0818 222 024,

AGE ACTION are offering five hours
tutering, by phene, to anyone who
neads support using their smart
device or laptop. Covering topics like
how to set up an email, how to
download an app, how to use video to
see your loved ones etc.

For more information, please call
01-4756989
E-mail; gettingstarted@ageaction.ie

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
Tel;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish
Church, Saturday 13" March
in honour of Our
Lady of Fatima and
for the intentions of
all parishioners.

FUNERAL
4 MUSIC
R N Veronica
o -
A Dunne

Singer/Organist/\Violinist
089-2165858




If it's an emergency, Dial 999/112

NUMBERS
IF YOU
NEED
THEM

ISPCC
Childline

oo bt X 1 16 123 24 HRS A DAY, EVERYDAY
WE'RE HERE TO LISTEN { Test TALK 10 50101 )
jo@samaritans.ie www.samaritans.org Online chat - www.childline.ie

(1800 247 247

TEXT HELP TO 51444 mary@pieto.ie
Pleta supports people and communities in crisis by
providing freely accessible, professional services fo all.

www.pleta.ie

Ty
. TEXT 50808 OUT OF HOURS SERVICE

healthie| | "° e
Afree 24/7 text service, providing
S r——| | 1850302702
1800 111 Baa ""E"tﬂlhEua:;er;mn:tlluml crisis NEDOC
WWWoUrmentaiheai.ie B www.text50808.ie y 1 850 ??7 91 1

LAOIS PHYSIOTHERAPY R T OO OINER

Complete Home and Industrial Water Treatment Systems

CLINICE ‘ Sales & Service

5 Losal authority Grants available to bring individual private well supplies up
JOHN SUGRUE s$8lsc Miscr to E.U. Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 years old.
{Nat available ia peaple an mains water supolies)
MicoLAa CALDB BSE MISCP MAACF peoy ipp

CONOR BOLTON 84 mse miscr | AQUA TREATMENT

Chartered Ph}fsiﬂtherapjsts I]mmudu:un. Mountrath Rd., Parﬂanise | www. agquatreatment.ie
VHI, Aviva, BUPA, LAYA (Quinn) approved - Tel: 057-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise. S'st traxmusic -_—

Phone: 087-9945057
E-mail: info@laocisphysiotherapyclinic.ie oL Phana and ﬁugssary 5 ales

Online Pilates Classes T ;E‘ ‘ .
By

For beginners, intermediate rte
: B | e
and advanced starting i , ., r : k :
w/C 15th March 2021 for an aois' largest supplier of unlocked,

8 week block. Cost €80 new and refurbished iphones s

" Ph blet/Co irs 7 da
For more info. please call; Relsseh R el R IpaRS drhys

087-9945057 or e-mail Chargers, Screen Protectors, Memory Cards
in stock for all phones

Iﬁfﬂ@lEUISDhYSIOthEI'EI pYCllnIC. e Laois Shopping Centre, Portlacise. 057-8622839
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G USING IRISH @
ON SOCIAL MEDIA y

Athraigh teanga do chuntais go Gaeilge (change your language setting to Irish)

Postail i nGaeilge ar do leathanach féin (Post in Irish on your page)

Bain Usaid as na haischlibeanna #Gaeilge agus #Gaeltacht (Use the hashtags #Gaeilge and #Gaeltacht)
Glac pairt i La na Mean Soisialta (Take part in Social Media Day in Irish)

Bain Usaid as scagairi Gaeilge ar do ghrianghraif (Use Irish-language filters on your photos)

Glac grianghraif d'abhar i nGaeilge (Take photos of Irish-language material

WMo B

GUTHAN OM ¥YOUR MOBILE

/ Coinnigh do mhéar ar an nguta le Hold your finger down on the vowel to find and
;_ﬁ%}f sineadh fada a aimsid ar an bhfon select an accent on your phone,

Seachtain na Gaeilge 1-17 Marta 2021
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Cleaning House

Spring is such a wonderful time of the year. The
temperature begins to warm and the world begins to take
on a fresh new look. The trees start to put on leaves, the
grass begins to turn green, and the flowers start to bloom.
Everything is beautiful! There are other things that tell us
that spring is here too. Another sign that spring is here is
that many people have started their spring cleaning.
For us to do Spring cleaning we would use a mop, a pail,
sponges, floor cleaner, window cleaner, paper towels, and
dust cloths. These are great to clean house. Do your parents do any spring cleaning around your
house? Spring is a good time to give your house a good going over and clean everything up and
get rid of a lot of junk that you don't need.

This morning I want to tell you about a time when Jesus did some spring cleaning. It was time for
the annual Passover celebration, so Jesus travelled to Jerusalem. When he arrived in Jerusalem,
Jesus went to the temple. He couldn't believe his eyes. There in the temple area he saw people
who were selling cattle, sheep, and doves for the people to use as sacrifices in the temple. There

were tables set up for money changers so that people could change their money to pay their
temple taxes. It looked more like a carnival than a house of worship.

Jesus did not like what he saw. He was so angry that he made a whip from some rope and he
drove the cattle and sheep and those who were selling them from the temple. He went to the
tables of the money changers and turned them over, scattering coins all over the temple floor. To
the ones who were selling the doves he said, "Get these out of here! How dare you turn my
Father's house into a market." Yes, I would say that Jesus did some spring cleaning in the temple
that day!

As we think about Jesus cleansing the temple, we should also think about some other cleaning
that needs to be done. We are in a season called Lent. At first, the word Lent
meant 'the season of spring'. But it has now become much more than that. It is a
time to look inside ourselves and see if there is anything in us that needs to be
changed. Are there some areas of your life where Jesus needs to do some 'spring
cleaning'? I know there are in mine!

Mg ngt‘:r
Dear Father, during this time when we think of
'spring cleaning', we ask you to forgive us when we do
wrong and to make us clean.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.




CLEANING HOUSE

So he made a whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep
and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their
tables.

Choose the word that best matches the definition.
Answers can be found in John 2: 13-16

1. The Son of God
A. Jerusalem B. Passover C. Dove D. Jesus

2. A place where people gather to buy and sell things
A. temple B. house C. market D. court

3. A small, wild pigeon
A. cattle B. sheep C. dove D. chicken

4. A piece of furniture with a smooth, flat surface and four legs

A. table B. chair C. whip D. bed
5. Coins or bills used to pay for something l \ F I '
A. money B. cattle C. sheep D. dove L

d

6. A building dedicated to the worship of God
A. temple B. market C. table D. courts

7. An animal raised for its wool
A. dove B. cattle C. whip D. sheep

8. A strip of leather or cord fastened to a handle
A. Table B. whip C. money D. dove

9. A Jewish holiday celebrating being freed from slavery in Egypt
A. Christmas B. Easter C. Passover D. Thanksgiving

10. A building where a family lives
A. market B. house C. temple D. tent




TIME

Carole King's fabulous song T7apesfry begins with
these words: My life has heen a tapestry of rich and
royal hue, an everlasting vision of the ever-changing
view, a wondrous woven magic in bits of blue and
gold, a tapestry to feel and see, impossible to hold.’

Those few words speak of the tapestry of our lives in
a simple yet direct manner. There are high points
and deep troughs, colourful days and drab
occasions, tears and laughter - all come together to
shape who we are, painting the picture of our brief
lives,

How might we determine the consequence of our
last twelve months of lockdown crisis, with all the
pain brought about by viral infection?

If we have |learnt anything it could be summed up in
one word - interdependence. Day after day we have
been faced with our dependence on others, medics
in our health service caring for the sick, essential
workers in our supermarkets, home delivery drivers
bringing goods to our front door, teachers
supporting home tuition and many more. Even in
lockdown we are not self-sufficient, we need the
help and support of others as we live through a
radically changing pattern of life,

Meditation on a rice bowl
Thich Mhat Hanh

After supper one night, Thay held an empty rice
bowfl and said.

Think of alf the threads that are passing through this
bowd,

Think of the people who made it.

Think of those wheo taught them their craft.

Think of the people who playved a part in learning to
make a bow! that could last through many meals.
Think of the people who dug the clay.

Think of the fire that making this dish reguired.

Think of the wood cutters.

TO THINK!

WE NEED EACH OTHER

&

OK_AF,

This is a story developed round the simple rice bowl,
a common enough pot in Vietnamese -culture,
handled day after day without a second thought. Yet
each line explores the back story that made this
simple bowl available for ewveryday use, Those
directly respensible for forming the shaped clay that
gives substance to the bowl, the skill of the potter,
the craft of an artist acquired over many years. But
he didnt work alone. Others dug the clay from the
earth, gathered the wood for the fire that baked the
simple small shape in the kiln, giving it permanence
in order that it might fulfil its intended use.

Yet, when finished it remained empty until the
culinary skills of the kitchen cooks prepared food to
fill it for others to eat. The raw ingredients, gathered
from the skill of farmers, transformed by their
experienced hands in to a meal to feed strangers.

Think of the people who made the meals and of The text concludes with reference to the water cycle

those who taught tham their skills.

Think of all the meals that have been served in it
Think of the farmers who grew Bhe food we eat from
this bowi.

Think of all the fight that has brightened this bowl,
Think of the water that fias washed this bow!, water
that has fallen as rain and disappeared into rivers.
Think of the oceans and the water risen into the air
as clouds and then fallen again as rain.

In such thinking vou are only beginmning to see this
bowf.

The whole universe is present in this bowl.

that all life on earth depends on. It tells of the
evaporated moisture from the oceans falling as rain
to earth for our nourishment and use. Truly as he
concludes 'The whole universe is present in this
bow/. In a few words he shows us simply and
without fuss how we depend on each other in our
daily lives.

Maybe that is the greatest lesson from the pandemic
that has swept our world causing so much havoc and
confusion. Our response has been to realise how
much we depend on others in our time of need.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 17,800 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaociseparish.ie/articles



A SPORTING ANECDOTE FROM SHANAHOE

I am struck by how significant the quote by Chicago Bear’s player Singletary is this
year, looking back on 2020. “"Do you know what my favourite part of the game is?
The opportunity to play.” Back in March 2020, Shanahoe Ladies Gaelic football club
struggled to visualise how the girls and women of our club would even train let alone
play county championship. Who would have anticipated in March, the year that would
unfold for our humble club, a testament to the commitment, dedication and hard
work of all involved.

The curtain went up on the grand finale the week of September 23 with the Laois
ladies Intermediate football championship final. Having come through as underdogs
against Ballyroan in the semi-final on the 16t of September our intermediates lined
out against Park Ratheniska in the final. Reduced spectator numbers due to Covid
restrictions, did not dampen the atmosphere. A tightly contested game from the start,
Shanahoe were down 3 points in the closing stages of the second half. Clawing back
to 1-8 apiece in the dying moments Shanahoe dug deep, worked from the back, with
determination and passion resulting in the winning point in injury time. A truly
thrilling result for a “tight knit group who look out for one another on and off the
field.”

This statement is borne out by all the research conducted into the effects of girls and
women’s involvement in sport. "Women football players build life-long friendships”. In
2017 the L.G.F.A. with Lidl conducted the first Irish national study on girls in sport.
The results indicate that girls who play sport demonstrate greater mental well-being,
greater ability to cope with pressures of life, feel more inspired, less overwhelmed
and less depressed. In one word sport builds resilience!

Never have we heard that word used more than during these Covid times and
arguably we never needed it more!

Getting back to that memorable week of September 23™. Having the Intermediate
county title in the bag the focus moved to our under 14 squad. Week after week they
turned up to the pitch full of the joys, undaunted by Covid, chatting and slagging.
They worked hard and the good news came there would be a county championship to
play. Between lockdowns we progressed from round to round and arrived at a
semi-final on the 18t of September, playing Portlacise in their home ground
Rathleague. It was a gruelling match trading point for point but the girls through
sheer grit held on and finished 2 points ahead.

So 4 days after the Intermediate final the red and black lined out again in a second
county final in Annanough pitch playing St. Josephs. Our girls quietly went about their
business working hard for each other; it ended all square at the full time whistle.
Extra time, half time saw Shanahoe behind by 3 points so all to do in the final 10
minutes. The momentum turned and following a well worked goal Shanahoe with
huge heart, grit and determination pushed on to win by 9 points. Tears of joy flowed
freely it had been a real team effort from 1 to 19 another corner stone cementing the
bonds of loyal friendship. Olympic gymnasts Mary Lou Ritton put it well when she said
“A trophy carries dust. Memories last forever”.
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International
Women’s Day ,

International Women's
is a global day celebrating the so
economic, cultural and politic:

achievements of women,
The day also marks a call to action fo
accelerating gender pari
Let's celebrate all the wone
women in our lives, not ju
unique day, but everyday!!

8 March

2021

The theme for this year is Choose to Challenge
A challenged world is an alert world and from
challenge comes change.

So let's all Choose to Challenge.

How will you help forge a gender equal world?

- Celebrate women's achievement.

- Raise awareness against bias.

- Take action for equality.




OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Gerard O’ Brien

Dublin Road
Kilminchy

Even though 7 walk though the danbest valley,
T fear un evdl: for gou are with me: gown tod

asd your otaff - they comfors me.

MAY HE REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to his family.

(1)

In Loving Memory of

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
WILLIAM (Billy) O’ SULLIVAN
Harpurs Lane, Portlavise.

the death notice at www.porflaciseparish.ie/deathnotices
7" Anniversary occurs 9 March 2021
== "?.'5‘ WAl those who think of fim today,
7 A fittle prayer to Jesus say.

E
o
Sunday 7" March at 10am.

1l“ Sadly missed by all fiis loving family.
CMay W llliam Rest in Reave

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this

In Loving Memory of

BRIGID O'BRIEN, Ridge Road, Portlacise
Died 107" March 1968. (53" Anniversary)

Softly the leaves of memaory fall,
Gently we gather and treasure
them all,

Unseen, unheard, you are always
near,

. So missed, so loved, so very dear.

Sadly missed and always remembered
by your loving family.
CMay CBrigid Reast in " Reave
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In Loving Memory of
NANCY (Johanna) HORAN

Late of 23 Grattan Street, Portlaoise.
8" Anniversary occurred 2" March 2021

Mammy
\ | thought of you with love
| today but that is nothing new,
| thought about you yesterday
and days before that too,
| think of you in silence,
| often speak your name,
All | have are memories and
your picture in a frame,
Your memory is my keepsake with which I'll never
part,
God has you in His keeping | have you in my heart.

Missing you Always,
Hannah, Andy, Cian, Pat, Fiona, Jason & Rachel

Also remembering Sheila Horan, late of 8 Grattan
Street whose anniversary occurs 9 " March.
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Anniversary Mass for Nancy and Sheila will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church this Sunday 7 March at 10am.

ClMay Cfr‘{a:f:c:cu and OBheils Rest in " Raace

of ¢
JACK DEMPSEY = °
Muin Street, Portlaoise,

" .
" Anniversary away from home occurs 12" March ‘21,
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In Loving Memory

AF
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Gone are the days we use to share,
But in my heart you are always there,
The gates of memory will never close,
| miss you more than anyone knows,

With tender love and deep regret,

WL
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"

| who love you will never forget,

WL

jﬂiﬂ}' missed by your loving
partner Una xx

May Sack Rast in Reace

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a anam

WL

L)

"

Anniversary Masses
included on memorial
notices must be
booked at reception prior to submitting your
notice. Tel. 057-8621142 to book the Mass.

L)




.E'Geﬂﬁ,l missed ﬁ'}l alf fiis ﬂ]'{-‘fﬂﬂ' fami.ljl
and friends.,

C}Way ol Rat in Baice

LAR DOOLEY JOHN COUGHLAN
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
And there you shall rematn, Will those who think of John today,
Sadly missed and fondly remembered by

29 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise. Curragha, Mountrath Road, Portlaoise.
Paul's Parish Church, Sunday 7*" March at 10am. in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parieh Church
To walk with us throughout our frves, A little prayer to Jesus say.
fits famify, neighbours and friends.

T ? In Loving Memory of ? ? In Loving Memory of *’
3" Anniversary occurs 7 March 2021 6™ Anniversary occurs 7 March 2021
e hold you close within our hearts, on Sunday 7* March at 10am.
Until we meet again,
Rast in Reave Lar

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

SEAN CLANCY

Old Knockmay Road, Portlaoise.
1% Anniversary occurs 11" March 2021.

In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL LALOR

*- Ballycarnan, Portlaoise,
& " o Anniversary occurs 10" March 2021.

On the first anniversary of
Sean's passing, his wife
Kathleen and family Caroline,
Martin, Mariea, Colin, and
Patricia, and extended family
would like to thank everyone

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on

sunday 7" March at 10am.

Sadly missed along life's way, quietly remembered every
day, no longer in our lives to share, but in our hearts you're

always there, who offered great support and
: s ; comfort at Sean's death. 5
Sadly missed by his wife Peg and family. Whether in the form of Mass

and sympathy cards or simply
a phone call or message it was much appreciated.
Heartfelt gratitude to the staff of the Cedar Clinic
Portlacise for their care and empathy, the public
health nurse for her professionalism and good
humour, and especially Anne Marie 0O'Shea
respiratory nurse, and the palliative care team.
We would also like to acknowledge all Sean's
friends from Portlacise and Districk Gun Club, the
Angling Club and also Portlacise Active Retirement
Group with which he had a long and happy
association and the staff past and present of the
General Hospital Portlaocise with whom he worked
for 40 years.

Thanks also to Rankins undertaker's for managing
the arrangements so capably and also the Priests
of the Parish, especially Fr. Tom Q' Connor for the
lovely words during the funeral Mass.

As it is difficult te remember all who were so
supportive at the time and continue to do
so, thank vyou so much, please accept this
acknowledgement as a token of our sincere
appreciation and deepest gratitude to you all.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter
& Paul's Parish Church, on Thursday 11" March
at 10am.

Home is the hunter home from the hills,

The fisherman fhiome from the laRe.

.. .l .‘... N f.'..” .I. i | H.. - s Rﬂﬁt in Fﬂaﬂﬂ 563!’1

ClMay CMichael Rest in ' Reace

In Loving Memory of %
THOMAS DOHENY

St. John's 5q., Portlaoise. 24 Anniversary occurs 9% March.
It broke our hearts to lose you, but you
did not go alone,
For part of us went with yvou, the day God
called you home,
You left us peaceful memaories,
Your love is still our guide,

And though we cannot see you, you are
always by our side.

Sadly missed by your sons, sons-in-faw, dangliters, daughters-in-faw,
grandchildven, great grandchildren and all your family and friends

Also remembering other deceased relatives and friends at this time.

CHay Chomas Rat in Reace

.. ..
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DAN DUNNE
St Judes, Ballyfin Road, Portlavise,

8™ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Sunday 14™ March at 10am.

= Dan, deep in our hearts your memory
is kept, to love and to cherish and
never forget.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his loving wife
Maureen and family.

CMay Qan Rest in Reace

ps ¢ Portlaoise
: g-.._-:..-:._.:":: i E:‘«Er O c t
olone Lvenire
+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order,
We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.
Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.
We supply ceramic photos - single and double.
All grave wark carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www._portlacisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaocise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie

%

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

For the perfect triburte card for your loved one
= our hespoke memorial cards,
Create a eollage of images llustrating
the life of your foved one with our
expert Design Team.,

Al our Cards are individually designed
- unique keepsakes, with ne hidden charges
Sor additional platas or images. g

Wi e

e
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Unit 3, Clonminan b
Portlanise, Co. L:mm
B057 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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% In Loving Memory of ?

() 057-8731115

+ KEEGAN'’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

o

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room aon

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137 b
MIALL;

086-2770095

DEs & CARMEL MORAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois

24 hour service and personalised attention ©

i

..} Carmel 087-6144280
. DesD87-2794532

| moranundertakerslacis@gmail.com

}\LH"‘.

Sincea the 1940's the Kelly family have

Funeral Servic

been providing Funeral Services in the

Abbevyleix area,

Main
Street
Abbeyleix

We offer a 24 hour personal and
professional funeral service, .‘ '
e




Results for
4th March 2021

Portlaoise Parish

for) o) o8) (19

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Paul Dooley Paul Dooley
Cathal Clooney Paul Dooley
Helena Marum = Paul Dooley
Zachary Touhy Match 3s Lotto Gift
Tina & Adrian Brennan €63 Lotto Gift
Mary Duggan each Frank Cullen
Dean Lynch Betty Lynch
Ann O'Sullivan Peter Ryan

Tony Fitzpatrick
Parish Centre

George Fitzpatrick Play PARISH

Kathleen McGuiness
Mary & Joe McEvoy @@@@@

Paul Dooley
Tony Flanagan www_gu :,a';;i'sg;i;hjg Paul Dooley
Matt Farrell Pacelli Walsh
Breda Conroy Breda Conroy
Geraldine Fitzpatrick MTB
Maorrin Family Teresa Morrin

FOIIOW US , @PortlaociseParis
& Like Uso portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot €20,000

Priests of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

' Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8509998

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8661139

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8661605

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who
have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish during
this time of Lockdown. The generosity of so many means we

continue to be well supported and can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account

Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church
Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

_Paflsh- Ben_tra

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 [/ 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portiaciseparish.ie
(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass fimes

057 86001159)

'i r. Secretary: Julie Conroy
b Monday to Thursday

11am to 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




LEN

WAYS TO ENGAGE IN OUR LENTE 3 OURNEY

Consecration to St. Joseph - to celebrate the Year of St. Joseph
33 days of prayer to St. Joseph will take place everyday after the morning Rosary.
Even if you have missed the beginning of this devotion, you may join at any time.
The book ‘Consecration to St. Joseph’ containing the reflections and prayers
is available at the Parish Centre Shop

Triduum to St. Joseph
19th - 21st of March

Three days to celebrate and to pray through the intercession of St. Joseph

Confessions
Every Friday, from 6pm to 7pm a priest will be available for Confession
in the Prayer Room, in the Parish Church

Stations of the Cross
Throughout Lent on Friday at 7.30pm we will pray together the Stations of the Cross

Due to current restrictions all ceremonies will be celebrated virtually
www.portlaoiseparish.ie



