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My Shepherd
Lord

of Easter
Vocations Sunday

Congratulations to the boys and girls who received First
Penance during the week. We thank the teachers and
schools for the preparation of the children and their
cooperation in relation to celebrating the Sacrament.
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The Good Shepherd

Today's gospel is for anyone who has
ever felt unloved or insignificant.
Today's gospel is for anyone whao feels
his or her life doesn't count for much.
At some time or another that probably
means most of us.
In biblical days shepherding was a
highly dangerous business. Herds
' - might consist of thousands of sheep,
and shepherds had to be highly skilled in tending for the
sheep and protecting them from wolves and robbers. The
shepherd's care and courage were legendary. A good
shepherd would not think twice about his own life in
protecting his sheep. This is the image that Jesus chose for
himself in today's gospel.
leadership is a mixture of tenderness, strength and self
sacrifice. Jesus loves us so much that he would lay down his
life. That's a powerful belief to take out into the world!
But what if we don't quite believe it? Surely there are too
many of us to love and look after individually. People fall by
the wayside all the time. We hear tragic stories of elderly
people who die alone and are not discovered for days
because no one cares enough to visit. We see down and outs
sleeping in subways because their family and friends have
given up on them. Can God really be looking out for each and
every one of us? Surely there are too many of us to look after
- to love individually. Mot so! Jesus we're told would not let
even one of his sheep stray without coming to the rescue. He
knows each and every one of us by name. If we are one of
his, then he will recognise us and take care of us. That's
another powerful belief to wake up with. The next time you
are feeling lost and forgotten, try looking for the Good
Shepherd's love in your life. God's help is always there when
we look to him.

We welcome into our

Parish Community
Anthony lkenna Frances Udeh
Ashewood Walk

William Michael Connors
Fielbrook Lawns

David Jesse Kuriakose Jithin,
Carmody S5quare, Fairgreen

Who were baptised last weekend.

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER
Acts 4:8-12
Ps 117:1, 8-9, 21-23, 26, 28-29
1 In 3:1-2 John 10:11-18

He is the good shepherd. His|

St. Joseph the Worker
Saturday 1st May

In response to the ‘May Day' celebrations for
workers, Pope Pius Xl instituted the feast of |
St Joseph the Worker in 1955. ~
The Year of St. Joseph - this feast takes on
special significance this year since Pope
Francis proclaimed a year of St. Joseph on "
December 8th 2020. Join us for Mass 10am. Alsoc on our
website you can access a hymn to St. Joseph beautifully sung
by Sarah Troy on the Feast of 5t. Joseph (19th March). This
hymn was composed by Dana who asked us to sing it on that
date. It will be sung again at Saturday's Mass.

World Day of Prayer for Vocations

"For each one of us the Lord has a vocation,
that place God wants us to live our lives, but
we must seek it."

“The Lord's call is not an intrusion of God in our
freedom; it is not a “cage” or a burden to be
borne. On the contrary, it is the loving initiative
whereby God encounters us and invites us fo be
part of a great undertaking. He opens before our
eyes the horizon of a greater sea and an

abundant catch.”

God in fact desires that our lives not become
banal and predictable, imprisoned by daily
routine, or unresponsive before decisions that
could give it meaning. The Lord does not want
us to live from day to day, thinking that nothing
is worth fighting for, slowly losing our desire to
set out on new and exciting paths. If at times he
makes us experience a “miraculous catch”, it is
because he wants us to discover that each of us
is called - in a variety of ways — to something
grand, and that our lives should not grow
entangled in the nets of an ennui that dulls the
heart. Every vocation is a summons not fo
stand on the shore, nets in hand, but to follow
Jesus on the path he has marked out for us, for
our own happiness and for the good of those

around us.
Taken from the Message of Pope Francis for the
World Day of Vocations.




MULHALL MEATS

& [STABLISHED 103y

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside Roast

ble Mon | 9th April

Sun 2nd May Only

Mulhall Mearts Is Locared Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sar 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

8621044

Mulhall’s Butcher Counter i= Open Every Sunday Qam - Spm

AUDIOLOGIST & &
HEARING AID |

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.AA.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

{28+ years cxpenence with Private &
Preblic Sectar)]

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment
Full range af [}igl?u| Hl:ﬂhn; Aids available from €200 pﬁir &, gr.;m‘i‘
Pre-employment Tests/Occupatianal Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom mode Swim Flugs, Musicians Moulds
H-?.ur'ing Aid Batteries, Minar l-‘;r.pqlr;‘_ ete. |:im:|. F*-'J':“D' Sﬂ.r\'l-:h‘.:l
Ear Wax Removal Service

Social Welfare Grants availabde to eligible clients

In Attendance

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 B692289 Mobile: 0BS 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES N FLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVHE OF THE GOVERKRMENT & HSE GUIDELINES"*

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

LAOIS PHYSIOTHERAPY
CLINIC

JOHN SUGRUE B
MNicoLA CALDBE
COMNOR BOLTON

Chartered Physiotherapists
VHI, Aviva, BUPA, LAY A (Quinn) approved

Sc MISCP
EBSc MISCP MAACP
= MSe MISCP

-

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise. (.

Phone: 087-9945057 5
E-mail: info@laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie -

Online Classes available for
Osteoporosis Exercise Class and
Elderly Exercise Class

Please contact the clinic to book a space.

Opening Hours;

Monday 9am to 6pm

Tuesday 8.30am to 8pm
Wednesday 8.30am to 8pm
Thursday 8.30am to 6pm
Friday 8.30am to 6pm

Saturday Sam to 1pm




CE NTREPOINT CA RP ETS LTD We may have the SOLUTION to;

Flat Feet | Heel Pain | Heel Spurs | Arch Pain | Plantar Fasciitis |
AL ESTATE, TIMY Bunions | Metatarsalgia | Leg Fatigue | Diabetic Feet | Arthritic Feet |
LBV ENIERT, -"‘ Shin Splints | Knee Pain | Achilles Tendonosis | Hallux Rigidus

Phone/Fax; 057-86207592 | E-mail; c -entrepointcarpets(

AL TAYLOR |
We are Suppliers of - nﬂ \
* Carpets * Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds CONROY ‘
* Mattresses * Beds * Bedroom Furniture #* Pillows ORTHOTICS

Who may benefit from wearing Orthotics?
Orthotics are prescribed for a variety of conditions and as a
prevention to further problems. They can be worn by
children and adults and made to suit a range of footwear
including daywear, dress wear and sportswear.

PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THEIR ELDERLY PEOPLE;
: May mmmm maupmm
cornfort & ﬂarrmﬂg Mtnﬂﬁl&ﬁ the

z i f*qatn::mﬁﬂ s uch a5 arthritis and
WWW. Lcntn.pc-mtcamcls ic i i dizbetes mrmrfqui‘rlﬁ&-[f;m&r;h

Mr_y n.uol:l to be aﬂpﬂd |:|'Inr_r|gd‘|aripp|'l}r
o prevent problems and cushfoned for
shock absorbency.

Sm yth Services & Fuels Ltd. KELLIE TAYLOR BSC {Hons) Ost. M.0.C.1. and DARREN CONROY BSC [Hons] sk, M.OCL

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL? 086-8675060
e NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

Call Sean vath 086=3561669 ™ tcosteopaths@gmail.com "’ www.tcosteopaths.ie

OPEN
A

L Techmarket

o Sales Accessories Repairs

anatecl in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

L baess -
e

techmarket.ie [@] @techmarketirl

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

The Irish Catholic
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING Now available to purchase
TEL/FAX 057-8681720  MOBILE 087-7749519 : :
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? in the Parish Shop.

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION




Slimming World

o here for you

J.W. Roolfing
The Height of |1!||.|E|I'.

= Virtual Groups
(Uunning W‘ﬂ
Tuesday morning 10am
Tuesday Evening 8pm
Saturday 10am, 1lam
and 12 noon
Contact Ingrid;
086 8040285

Same service from the
comfort and safety

KEEP YOUR rel
ROOFING NEEDS IN LAOIS
SHOP LOCAL

GUTTER CLEANING
+ROOF INSPECTION

l]NI.Y EBU of your home!
CONTACT J # SlimFromHome
ames y
089 4892441 Y
jwroofing77@gmail.com Do (_SZH'HHHH
www.jwroofing.ie ; e —C':EFI'IJ/—I,

Do you want to work with languages? Are you unsure about
the 2022 Leaving Certificate? Why not prepare yourself and sit
exams in Alliance Francaise or Instituto Cervantes to be sure
you have the level required by universities?

You cannot book holidays abroad for this year? Why not take
casual classes online this summer? 10 x 1h30 classes for €150.
French or Spanish. Contact me with your preferred day/time.

Contact Aurélie on 086 365 9715, aurelie.lemoine@yahoo.ie
View my profile on LinkedIn: Aurélie Le Moine (Language teacher)
Available soon: www.aurelie-languages.com




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 10 years experience
089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Roliers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www. kukic-hms.ie

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Cil Cookers & Gas Boilers

Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the old shedge and water that has built up
in your raduators and boilers ower the years with clean

water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bdls and save maney.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE
Tiling, Timber floors,
Gardening incl. hedge
cutting and landscaping.
All jobs considered for a
reasonable price. Phone Jim;

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

087-6885017 085-1141395
DUNAMASE ANTIQUES ACTIVE BUILDING
PORTLAOISE _SERVICES_
For Antiques and Collectables |tEXtE;:I'.ISan$[; VE“O\;?U;"'S ab"_'d
. diterations. Lomestc Fiumobing,
Ejﬁiaﬁlfis_ Oil Fired Central Heating.

www.dunamaseantiques.com
and Donedeal.

Plumber on call, Portlacise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 087-6542742

Laois Education Centre and
MNational Learning Network

School Leaver Options for
Young Adults with Disabilities
Pathways to inclusion in
Education and Waork

Free webinar for Parents and
Pupils - 27" April at 7pm
Registration link:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/

thank everyone
for all of the generous donations
received for Daffodil Day.

We set the goal for €5,000 which
was a big amount to reach
without any street collections.
The "Put a Spring in Your Step"
walking challenge went well and
the "Daffodil Doorstep Drop" was
very popular. People were
delighted to receive a fresh bunch
of daffodils on their doorstep -
very cheering, without any social
contact! We are very pleased to
report that these ideas, plus the
support of local businesses who
ran special promotions or had pin
boxes all added to the amount
and the €5,000 was reached and
exceeded. It's great to have such
a positive response and a good
contribution to much
needed services to
cancer patients in the
local area. Once again
thank you all!!

Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;
087-3903995

085-7657206 Fint 089-2544890 WN_mR3INzI2Q800tnQsl69szA
_— PORTLAOISE | LAOIS COUNSELLING MIDLAND
® COMMITTEE SERVICES APPLIANCE
would like to Professional, Supportive, REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

087-9080211

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PORTLAOISE SCHOOL OF MATHS
continues its Live Streamed Online
Lessons each Wednesday night until
the end of this school year,

1. CERT Higher/Ordinary: épm to 7pm
L. CERT Ordinary: 7pm to 8pm
L. CERT Higher: 8pm to 9pm
Expeart Tuition. Top class notes/handouts.
€20 per Lesson. To secure your place now,
Call 086-0612840 f 089-4781248
e-mail portlacisemathsi@amail.com

GERMAN GRINDS/TUITION
Native German lady with 10
years experience in teaching.
- Preparing junicr/leaving cert. exams

{with fun and interesting things).

- Help for students at any stage of
study, German for adults, teenagers
and children.

- Corona guidelines will be adhered to.

Contact Nicolette 0B7-06768B26

FUNERAL
:? MUSIC
\‘r% : Veronica
W Term. Dunne

Singery/Organist/Violinist
089-2165858




CONMIMUNITY NOTES SUPER SHINE

FREE DIGITAL SKILLS FOR CITIZENS ONLINE
COVID-19 has made us all much more aware of the power ‘ AR
of digital technology. While many are benefiting or coping
with the crisis through the help of digital technology,
there is a large section of people who are missing out.
This free online course is aimed at people with little VALE I ING
or no experience of using the internet.
Getting online helps keep people connected and allows
people greater independence and quality of life, SERVICE
This course helps teach the basics of using the internet
including skype and video calling, online shopping, setting
up e-mail, using government services and lots more.
Pre booking essential. Contact;
Ballycommeon Training Centre 05793-53177

PORTLAOISE LIBRARY
Digital Library Training - Would you like to be able to
access your local library services on the Intemet,

download your favourite books or listen to audio books
but you're not sure how to do this. Let our Library Digital
Ambassadors show you how to get on-line. You don't even
have to be a member of your local library already, we'll Full and Mini Valets
help you join,

Talking Buddies - Speech and Language Therapists, CatErEd fﬂl’
Katie and Maria will give a zoom talk and demonstrate

how to use books and reading. To encourage young - 1
children to talk and add to the words they already know, BaSEd n Laﬂls
This event will take place Wed. 5 May at 11am.
For further details about our events or to regiskter your
interest please contact 057-8622333 or you can e-mail:
portlaciselibrary@laoiscoco.ie

086-0786143

Q. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIG

Y AT E v
. I_, i by N 8 I L D

| .ﬁ N | ..:; A |

FROM THE SMALL PRINT
10 THE REALLY BIG STUFF

Whether you're an independent client or large corporate
body, we offer state-of-the-art litho, digital and wide
format print services, merchandising products and mail
marketing with an emphasis on quality.

For more information give us a call or visit our website.

mochuaprint.ie
C000®

Clonminam Business Park Henry Street, Newbridge
Portlacise, Co. Laois, Ireland  Co. Kildare, W12 TF83, Ireland
t: +353(0157 8634050 E +353(0)45 433569




Taking Care of the Sheep

Do you know what a shepherd is? Of course you do. A shepherd is
one who takes care of sheep. A shepherd uses a shepherd’s
crook. The crook is very useful to the shepherd in taking care of
the sheep. If the sheep tries to go in the wrong direction, the
shepherd can reach out with the crook and gently pull it back
onto the right path. The shepherd also uses the crook to help
protect the sheep from a wolf or some other wild animal that
might try to harm them. You see, it is the shepherd's responsibility to care for and protect the
sheep.

How many of you know who the priests of the parish are? We have 4 priests in Portlacise
parish. Fr. John Byrne, Fr. Ciprian Matei, Fr. David Vard and Fr. Theodore Tomasik.

In Abbeyleix, Raheen and Ballinakill we have Fr. Paddy Byrne, Fr. Sean Conlon and Msgr.

Kevin O'Meill. The Parish priest of Portlacise Parish is Fr. John Byrne and for Abbeyleix,
Faheen and Ballinakill is Fr. Paddy Byrne. Did you know that the word we use for the one who
leads our church means the same thing as the word that is used for someone who takes care
of sheep? So if Fr. John and Fr. Paddy and the priests of the parish are the one who takes
care of the sheep, what do you think that makes us? Right! We are the sheep! It is the
priest’s job to take care of us just as it is the job of a shepherd to care for the sheep.

The priests in our parish doesn't use a shepherd’'s crook. The Bible is the priest’s crook. When
we stray away and go off on the wrong path, the priests uses the teaching of God's Word to
reach out and gently pull us back and get us going in the right direction. The priests in our
parish also uses the Bible to protect us from our enemies. When Satan attacks us and tries to
get us to do things that would harm us, the priests uses the Bible to teach us what God wants
us to do.

Fr. John, Fr. Paddy and the priests of the parish have a good guide to follow in knowing how
to take care of the sheep. That guide is Jesus. Listen to what Jesus said about himself, "I am
the good shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me -- just as the Father knows me
and I know the Father. I lay down my life for the sheep.”

The Bible also says, "The LORD is my shepherd," but God has also called the priests of our
parish to help him in caring for his sheep. We are thankful for Jesus, "the Good Shepherd,"
and we are thankful for Fr. John and Fr. Paddy and the priests of the parish too!

Our Father, we serve a risen Saviour, He is alive! Help us to be witnesses of

what he has done in our lives. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.




THE GOOD SHEPHERD

*I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life ¢
for the sheep” John 10:11

D

LISTEN
SHEEP
LOVES
WOLF
FLOCK
ATTACKS
CARES
PEN
GOOD
RUNS
SCATTERS
VOICE
SHEPHERD
LIFE
KNOW
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The Good Shepherg

Jesus taught the crowd about shepherds. He said a

shepherd loves and cares for his sheep. The sheep know the

J/  shepherd's voice and they follow him.
\ = The shepherd knows each of the sheep by name. The sheep

‘g do not follow a stranger because they do not recognise the
o7k stranger’'s  voice.  Then
PP Tesus compared himself to
a shepherd and  his
I8 followers to sheep. Jesus
said,

"I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays
down his life for the sheep. I know my sheep and my

sheep know me. I lay down my life for the sheep”.




TIME

TO THINK!

[ am greatly Inspired by the life of young Cathal Clooney
Abbeyleix, His recent death has left an enormous void to his
wonderful family., Cathal packed so much into just 15 years, His
love, friendship, courage and deep faith will be treasured by so
many who will always love this remarkable young man. In his
illness Cathal found strength and comfort from his faith. Sincere
prayers for the Clooney and Dooley families at this time.

I am also greatly taken by the life story of Carlo Acutis, a young,
talented and deeply spiritual teenager whose life story is a real
example of Christian Hope, Carlo was born in London May 3,
1991, to Italian parents who soon returned to Milan. He was a
pious child, attending daily Mass, frequently praying the rosary,
and making weekly confessions. Exceptionally gifted in warking
with computers, Carlo Acutis, dewveloped a website which
catalogued Eucharistic miracles. This website was the genesis of
The Eucharistic Miracles of the World, an international exhibition
which highlights such occurrences. Acutis died of leukaemia in
Manza, near Milan, Oct, 12, 2006,

Acutis stated that "To always be close to Jesus, that's my life
plan. I'm happy to die because I've lived my life without wasting
even a minute of it doing things that wouldn't have pleased
5o0d.” He also said that "our aim has to be the infinite and not
the finite. The Infinite is our homeland. We hawve always been
expected in Heaven,” and he called the Eucharist "rmy highway
to Heawven. Carlo Acutis died at the age of 15 of a galloping
leukaemia, leaving in the memory of all those who knew him a
great feeling of emptiness and great admiration for his brief but
intense testimany of authentic Christian life. From the day he
received his First Communion at the age of 7, he never missed
an appointment with daily Heoly Mass. He always tried, either
before or after the BEucharnstic ¢elebration, to pause before the
Tabernacle to adore the Lord, always truly present in the
Blessed Sacrament. Our Lady was his great confidant and he
never failed to honour her by reciting the Holy Rosary every
day. Carlo’s modern and up-to-date ways combined perfectly
with his profound Eucharistic life and Marian devotion, which
halped to make him that very special boy who everyone admires
and loves.

To quote Carlo’s own words: "0Our goal must be the infinite and
not the finite. The Infinity is our homeland. We are always
expected in Heaven”. Another phrase of his was: "All people are
born as originals but many die as photocopies”™. To move
towards this goal and not "die as photocopies”™ Carlo said that
our compass must be the Word of God that we have o measure
up to constantly, But to reach such a lofty goal very special
measures are necessary: the Sacraments and prayer.

In particular, Carlo placed the Sacrament of the Eucharist at the
cantre of his life and he called it “my highway to Heaven”.

Carle was very gifted with everything related to the world of
computers so that both his friends and adults with computer
angineering degrees considered him a genius., Everyone was
amazed at his ability to understand the secrets of computers
that are normally only accessible to those who have specialised
university  degrees, Carlos Interests involved computer
programming, film editing, website creation, editing and laying
out small publications, to helping those most in need especially
children and the elderly. This young believer of the Diocese of
Milan was a mystery, who before he died was able to offer his
suffering up for the Pope and the Church. "To be always united
with Jesus, this is my plan of life”. These few words Carlo Acutis,
the boy who died of leukaemia, said outline the distinctive fea-
ture of his short life: living with lesus, for Jesus, in Jesus. (..) "I
am happy to dig because 1 lived my life without wasting even a

Blessed Carlo Acutis....Patron of the Internet

minute of it on anything
unpleasing to God”, And
Carlo asks of us the
same thing: he asks us
to spread the Gospel
through our lives, s0
that each of us can be a
beacon to light the
journey of others.
Carilo, like  many
adolescents of our
time was busy at
school, with his friends,
and for his woung age
was an  expert in
computers, In the midst
af all his commitmeants
he encountered Jesus
Christ.

Carlo Acutis became a witness to the Risen Christ, he entrusted
himself to the Virgin Mary. Carlo lived a life of grace and shared
his overwhelming experience of God with his peers. He received
the Eucharist every day, he attended Hocly Mass dewvoutly daily
and would pause for hours in adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament. His experience and Christian maturity testify to the
truth of Benedict XVI's words in the Apostolic Exhortation
Sacramentum Caritatis: the sacrifice of the Mass and Eucharistic
Adoration strengthen, support, and develop love of Jesus and
the awvailability to ecclesial service. Carlo also nourished a
special devotion to Our Lady, to whom he faithfully recited the
Rosary, and feeling her matherly love, he offered her acts of
mortification.

This teenager socielogically similar to his school mates, was an
authentic witness that the Gospel can be lived fully even by a
teenager. In his short life, oriented to that encounter with Jesus,
was like a light not only to shine an the path of those who knew
him, but also of those who will come to know his story. 1 am
sure that this first biography of Carlo Acutis, edited by Nicola
Gori, with his well-known ability to involve the reader, will halp
today’s adolescents, so problematic and so conditioned by the
Mass Media, to reflect on the meaning of life and on the Gospel
values to realise it fully. Looking at this teenager as their peers,
who felt attracted by Christ's friendship, and for this very reason
experienced a truer joy, our children will be put in touch with a
life experience that has not taken anything away from the
wealth of young teenage years, but has enhanced them even
mare. Carlo's witness to the Gospel is not only an incentive for
today’s adolescents, but it also helps parish priests and teachers
to gquestion themselves about the value of the formation they
give to young people of our parish communities and how to
make this formation effective and Incisive.

Prayer fo Blessed Carlo

Oh Father, who has given us the ardent testimony, of the young
Blessad Carlo Acutis,

Who made the Eucharist the core of his life and the strength of
his daily commitrments,

So that everybody may love You above all else,

Lat him soon be counted ameng the Saints in Your Church,
Confirm my faith, nurture my hope, and strengthen my charity,
in the image of young Carlo,

May all young people be blessed with courage and hope, Amen

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 18,500 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles



OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Annie O Rrien

née Ryan
Marian Avenue, Portlaoise

(1] (1] (1) (1]

(1)
"

(1]
L

Paul Burgess

Clonoghill, Coolrain

(1]
"

Cﬁrﬁfapﬁer 9 @om

Kilminchy, Portlaoise and Dublin

9oan Barrett (Roche)

Late of St. John's Square, Portlaoise.
Died in Kent, England

(1]
"

James [ ﬁmmy] ﬂeﬁmy Ballyroan

(1]
"

9Yohn Carroll

Ballyroan

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

i o MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
‘ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

= For the perfect tribute card for your loved ane
“‘m{r bespake memorial cards.
Create o colluge of images ilustrating
thee life of yonr foved ome with our
expert Design Team.
Al onr Cards are individwally designed
= unigue kegpsakes, with no hidden charges
Sor adiditional photos or images. g

Unit 3, Clonrminam Susine
Portlaoise, Co. Lams
BO57T 8 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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ELIZABETH MARY
McEVOY

o4 Beladd, Summerhill Lane, Portlacise.
6" Anniversary in Heaven and away from home
occurs 25" April 2021

Missing you so very much Mother

This heartfelt message is for you,
Each word is meant sincerely,
Mow that you have passed away,
| miss you so very dearly.
Sometimes my life feels empty,
Mothing can take your place,
| wish | could still hear your
voice, and see your smiling face.
You will never be forgotten, | think about you always,
and treasure happy memories,

They will never fade away.

Losing someone irreplaceable, causing pain that's
hard to bear, my heart feels truly broken, knowing
you are no longer there.

Thinking of you today Mum on your 6™ Anniversary
in Heaven

You are missed so dearly, now you're no longer here,
When I'm thinking of you, sometimes | shed a tear,
| will always treasure you, you were so gentle and so
kind, your love lives on within my heart, with
memoaries of you in my mind.

Life goes on from day to day, but something is out of
place, | would give almost anything, to once more
see your smiling face.

You were such a blessing, so thoughtful and so true,
| feel eternally grateful to have known someone like
you.
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To my Dearest Mum
Missing you on your
6" Anniversary in Heaven
Even though the memaories | have
are beautiful and thinking back on
them fills my heart with joy,
My eyes also well with tears, because we are so far
apart, | miss you so very much, my dearest Mum.
They say memories are golden, well maybe that is
true, but | never wanted memaries,
| only wanted you. )
You are sadly missed along life's way, -
Quietly remembered everyday, no longer in our lives
to share, but in our hearts you are always there,
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You are forever in my thoughts Mum, all these years
later. Your memory is eternal and | miss you
50 much. Love James xxx
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In Loving Memory of
ARON GING

1* Anniversary away from home occurs 30" April 2021

In Loving Memory
ARON GING

1** Anniversary away from home occurs
30" April 2021.

Of roses grow in Heaven Lord,
Please pick a bunch for us,
Place them in Aron’s orms,

And tell him they are fraom us.

Tell him we love and miss him,

And when he turns to smile,
Place a kiss upon his cheek,
And hold him far awhile,
Because remembering him is easy,
We do it everydoy,
But there’s an gohe within our hearts, that will never go away.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your

Life is but a stopping place,
A pause in what's to be,
A resting place along the

= road, to sweet eternity.

We all have different journeys,
‘m .;\

Different paths along the way,
We all were meant to learn
some things,

But never meant to stay.

Our destination is a place, loving dad, sisters Lisa and Emma, brother Ross 13&
Far greater than we know, and nephew Michael Jofin-Joe xx b
For some the journey's quicker, for some the Rt in i PO o A

journey's slow.

And when the journey finally ends,
We'll claim a great reward,
And find an everlasting peace,
Together with the Lord.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Friday 30" April at 10am. by

Always in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.
Loved and remembered by all your loving family. ~ %

Rest in Reace Aron Wy

fﬁf His figﬁf al!fne b

? In Loving Memory of ?
' LENA CONNOLLY

Stradbally Road, Portlaoise
20 Anniversary occurs 26% April 2021.

In Loving Memory of ?
TONY KAVANAGH |

Colt, Ballyroan, Portlaoise.
3~ Anniversary occurs 5t May 2021.

Your resting place we visit,
We place some flowers with care,
But no one knows the heartache,

As we turn and leave you there.

.,S'mﬂ:].r missed and nmrforgotten E)'
kis wife, family and friends.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5t. Fintan's
Church, Raheen, on Saturday 1" May at 6pm, and in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Portlaoise on
Sunday 2™ May at 10am.

CMay Cony Rest in Reave
? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE <

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in 5ts, Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church, X e
this Sunday 25™ April at 10am. In LU'Wﬂ'g Mem?rf of
w GERALDINE O’ SHEA :
e thought of you with love today, .
née Marum

but that is nothing new, we thought
about you yesterday and days before
that too.

We think of you in silence,

We often speak your name,
MNow all we have are memaories and your picture in a frame,
Your memaory is our keepsake, with which we'll never part,

God has you in His keeping and you are forever in our
hearts.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by your loving
husband Paddy, sons, daughters and grandchildren.

Rest in Peace Lena

2w e ar e

Glenbarrow, Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.
2" Birthday away from home occurs 24™ April 2021

A little +ribute,
simall and +ender,
Just to say, that we sill
remember,

Sadly missed, loved and
remembered by all her loving
Sfamily and friends.

Rast in Beace CGeraldine
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RITA LALOR

57 Hillview Drive, Portlacise.
4" Anniversary occurs 26™ April 2021,

b Thoems ine Feavesn
Although you sleep in Heaven now,
d You're not that far away,
My heart is full of memories and you're with
me everyday,
You lived your life with meaning, and with a
1 smile upon your face,
A world that was full of happiness, is now an
empty place.
People say that only time will heal a broken heart,
But just like me and you, Mum, it has been torn apart,
| kmow you are at peace now, and in a place where you are free,

Meet me at the Pearly Gates, when Heaven calls for me,

Loved always by Terry, Lisa, Nicola, Derek, Keith, Ciara,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law, brothers, sisters and extended
family and friends xxx

We Miss You Nan
Qur hearts still ache with sadness, and many tears still flow,
What it meant to lose you, no one will ever know,
‘We hold you close within our hearts, and there you will remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives, until we meet again.

From your loving grandkids xxx

CMay Rita Rest in Reave

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ?

In Loving Memory of
SHEILA READY

Late of 26 ()’ Moore Place, Portlaovise.
Remembering you on your 61" Birthday;
29" April 2021

If we could have a lifetime
wish and one dream that
could come true,
We would pray to God with
all our hearts just to see
and speak to you,
A thousand words won't
bring you back, we know
because we've tried,
And neither will a million tears, we know
because we've cried,
You've left behind our broken hearts and
precious memaories too, but we never wanted
memories, we only wanted you.

Sadly missed and afways remembered by your
devoted husband Willie, your son William and
daughter Marie and your granddaughters
Teagan and Kerva. Love you always.

Rast in Reave Dheila

In Loving Memory of ?
CARMEL SMYTH

11 Cois na Habhainn, Green Mill Lane, Portlaoise.
2" Anniversary occurs at this time.

-~ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in 5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,

this Saturday 24" April at 10am.
Our Mum

Mum who lived and now is gone,
Whose memaory will go on and on,
We wish we had the chance to say,
How much we miss you everyday.
We know someday we'll meet again,
So for now goodbye. God Bless. Amen,

Sadly missed and alfways remembered by
Your loving sons, daughters, sons-in-law,
daughters-in-law, sisters, brothers, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and extended family xxx

Rest in Peace Garmel

In Loving Memory of ?
WILLIAM (Billy) BERGIN

73 Marian Avenue, Portlaocise.
11" Anniversary oceurs 29" April 2021

*k-.‘. Gone are the days we used to share,
% Butin our hearts you are always
there,
The gates of memory will never
close, we miss you more than
anyone knows,
With tender love and deep regret,
We who love you will never forget.

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by his
wife Detta, son John and family.

Rest in Reace X illiam

@ In Loving Memory of ¢
JAMES ROWE |

Mill Lane, Killone.
2" Anniversary occurs 29" April 2021

Those who die don’t go away,
They walk beside us everyday,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
So loved, so missed, so very dear.
Sadly missed and always loved by his
wife Anne, son lim, grandchildren &

great-grandchildren.

Rast in Reave ~James
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In Loving Memory of
MARGARET “RITA” SCULLY

174 St. Brigids Place Portlaoise.
3" Anniversary occurs 29" April 2021.

thought the world of you.
It's been three years since you slipped
away, that day seems just like yesterday,
Today, we tell you softly, you are still so
wonderful to think of and so hard to be
without.
Your presence we miss, your memory we treasure,
Loving you always, forgetting you never,
In Heaven you rest, no worries, no pain,
In God’s own time, we will meet again.
Will those who think of Rita today
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Sadly missed by your loving family; Jofn, Patrick, Teresa,
Feter, Jacmnta, -'Rpc.l’}. ;L-‘I-farga:rl, Iﬁ;aiﬁfﬁ'fu, sons-m-lau,
daughters-in-law and grandchildren,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Sunday 25" April at 10am.

Rast in Reace CMargaret

? In Loving Memory of ?
TONY CARROLL

Lambeth, London, formerly 47 O Moore Place,

Portlaoise.
e 1" Anniversary occurred
Y 15" April 2021
. A daily thought, A silent tear,
e - A constant wish that you were here.
Sadly missed by all his family in
London and Ireland.

Rast in Reace Cony

In Loving Memory of
PATRICK O’ CONNOR

3 St Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
20 Anniversary occurs 26™ April 2021
¥ Dad;
e miss your smile, your loving ways,
Te mss the H]iugs you use to say,
And when ofd times we do recall,
It's then we miss you most of all.

Leoved and missed everyday by Mary
arnd all your loving family xx

May Ratrick Rest in " Reave
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KEEGAN’'S ¥+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

0
il

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567 ;
PAUL; 087-2562137 2
MIALL;

086-2770095

DEs & CARMEL MORAN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois

24 hour service and personalised attention "
) 057-8731115
) Carmel 087-6144280

Des 087-2794532

(o moranundertakerslaois@gmail.com

Kelly’s Funeral Services

Since the 1940 the Kelly family have
been providing Funeral Services in the
Abbeyleix area. Main
Street

Abbeyleix

We offer a 24 hour personal and
professional funeral service. * X
a
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serviess e * - d
sfuneralseryces.|

05/-8/31048
087-25358606



Results for
22nd April 2021

Portlaoise Parish

One €20,000 Jackpot Winner
Caitriona Brooke
Promoter: Paul Dooley

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
John Mulligan On Line Lotto
Marguerite Walshe Marguerite Walshe
Thelma Brown 10 Thelma Brown
Catherine Fitzgerald Match 3s Martley's shop
Nancy Conroy €100 Brown's shop
Fr. Paddy Maura Loughlin
David O’Neill ah Mary Arthur
Sheana & Jamie Kiely Play PARISH Mgt. McGrath
Margaret McGrath Mgt. McGrath
Caitlin Arthur @@@@@ Mary Arthur
ONLINE

www. portlaciseparish.le

FOIIOW US y @PortlaciseParis
& Lil{e Uso portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot €11,000

Priests of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

. Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8509998

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8661139

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 B661605

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who
have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish during
this time of Lockdown. The generosity of so many means we

continue to be well supported and can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
{The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)

THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church
Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

_Paflsh- _Ban_tra

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 [/ 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MAMNAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portiaciseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass fimes
057 8600119)

'i r. Secretary: Julie Conroy
L' Maonday to Thursday

11lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Now is the Time

Priesthood in the
Diocese of

Kildare and Leighlin( X

Vocations Director ‘ i “

Fr. Ruairi O'Domhnaill
045 431741

rugiriodomhnaill@ gmail.com
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