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Well done girls! A great achievement!

Congratulations to Sadhbh Dunne and Cara Phelan who raised over €2,000 with their "‘Walk to Lourdes’
initiative, supported by the Pope John Paul Il Award students. Seen here presenting their cheque to
PATH Portlaoise Action To Homelessness representatives Sheila Lutrell and Catherine Brennan.

A fantastic achievement! Many thanks to all who walked with them and donated to such a worthy

cause.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie & Like Us() .com/portiaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaociselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Branching
Out

There’s a lot of work to do
in today’s world. Almost
! daily, the TV and Radio
brings terrible news of
atrocities and disasters around the planet. It's easy to feel
overwhelmed by all the bad news and to feel powerless to
do anything. We do not consider that we can individually
instigate change for lots of reasons. We do not feel cever
enough, or brave enough or rich enough. In short it's hard
to know where to begin and even whether change is

possible. The inspirational message in today's gospel is
that we can make changes as long as we work together.
We are already familiar with the ethos of trade unions.
Trade unions operate on one powerful principal.
Individually we can be easily overlooked but together we
have the power to sway governments. If a trade union
wanted to promote solidarity and unity, the vine would
make an ideal logo. The vine itself is the heart of the
union, the part that determines the ethos. The branches do
the work of the vine and the fruit they bear is the outcome
.... the final result.

Today we are told that with Christ as our vine we can do
great things. All too often we become wrapped up in
developing our own spirituality, trying to work out what
God means to us as an individual ..... striving to find our
niche. It's easy to forget that we are part of a huge family
of people the biggest union on the planet. With Christ's
teaching and pruning, we as a body, have the ability to
transform the world by putting faith into action. Our
individual responsibility is to look for ways in which we can
become part of the overall plan. We don't have to branch
out alone; we branch out as a team.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Daithi Cathal Keogh, Loughiehoe
Charlie Cahillane, Summerhill
Joe James O'Grady, Lynden Court
Who were baptised last weekend.

Pope Francis's Prayer

Intention for May

Poverty, mathematician Eli g
Khamarov said, is like ]
punishment for a crime you ,l\
didn't commit. Dictatorial | i/
and corrupt governments },'
can make what could be a i
very rich nation into a poor © + 1
one. And so does a history L —
of exploitative colonization, weak rule of law,
war and social unrest, severe climate conditions
or hostile, aggressive neighbours. It is often hard
to  pinpoint a single cause of long-term poverty,
hence why economists often refer to “cycles” of
poverty. For example, a country in debt will not
be able to afford good schools, and a poorly
educated workforce will be less capable of fixing
problems and creating conditions that will attract |
foreign investment.
This month we are invited to share in Pope
Francis's prayer intention "...that those in charge |
of finance will work with governments to regulate
the financial sphere and protect citizens from its
dangers.”

Global Prayer Marathon for the Month of May

Pope Francis has called for a

global prayer marathon for the
entire month of May, praying for

the end fo the pandemic.

“The initiative will involve in a

special way all shrines in the

world™ in promoting the initiative

so that individuals, families and

communities all take part in reciting the rosary.

i

It is the heartfelt desire of the Holy Father that the
month of May be dedicated to a prayer marathon
dedicated to the theme, ‘from the entire church an
unceasing prayer rises to God.' The theme refers to
the miraculous event recounted in the Acts of the

‘Apostles (12:1-12) when all the church prayed for

Peter, who was imprisoned until God sent an angel
to free him, illustrating how the Christian community
comes together to pray in the face of danger and
how the Lord listens and performs an unexpected
miracle.




MULHALL MEATS
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Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Rnund Roast

e Twes 4th May - Sun 16th M.

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.

Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday S8am-7pm.
Phone: (57 8621044

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday %am - S5pm

AUDIOLOGIST © LAOIS PHYSIOTHERAPY
HEARING AID | CLINIC'

C:Q VL.S “ étﬁ f/bf JOHN SUGRUE B S MISCP

Patricia Kilmartin NICOLA CALDBE BEG MISCF MAACH
B.AA.T., M.I.5.H.A.A. CONOR BOLTOM E%c MSc MISCP

{28+ years e IeTIeTeE with Privale & :
R S Chartered Physiotherapists
VHI, Aviva, BUPA, LAY A (Quinn) approved r

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range af [}igl?u| Hl:ﬂhn; Aidz available from €390 pair &x, grant

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise. (.

Phone: 087-9945057 5
E-mail: info@laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie -

Pre-employment Tests/Occupatianal Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom mode Swim Flugs, Musicians Moulds
H-?.ur'ing Aid Batteries, Minar l-‘;r.pqlr;‘_ ete. |:im:|. F*-'J':“D' Sﬂ.r\'l-:h‘.:l

Ear Wax Removal Service

Online Classes available for
Osteoporosis Exercise Class and
Elderly Exercise Class

Please contact the clinic to book a space.

Social Welfare Grants availabde to eligible clients

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

Opening Hours;

_ Monday 9am to 6pm
By A
y Appointment Only Tuesday 8.30am to 8pm
Tel: 057 B692289 Mobile: 0BS 8568808 Wednesday 8.30am to 8pm
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com thurscay S oAt Hpm
Friday 8.30am to 6pm

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES N FLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVHE OF THE GOVERKRMENT & HSE GUIDELINES"*

Saturday Sam to 1pm




CE NTREPOINT CA RP ETS LTD We may have the SOLUTION to;

Flat Feet | Heel Pain | Heel Spurs | Arch Pain | Plantar Fasciitis |
AL ESTATE, TIMY Bunions | Metatarsalgia | Leg Fatigue | Diabetic Feet | Arthritic Feet |
LBV ENIERT, -"‘ Shin Splints | Knee Pain | Achilles Tendonosis | Hallux Rigidus

Phone/Fax; 057-86207592 | E-mail; c -entrepointcarpets(

AL TAYLOR |
We are Suppliers of - nﬂ \
* Carpets * Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds CONROY ‘
* Mattresses * Beds * Bedroom Furniture #* Pillows ORTHOTICS

Who may benefit from wearing Orthotics?
Orthotics are prescribed for a variety of conditions and as a
prevention to further problems. They can be worn by
children and adults and made to suit a range of footwear
including daywear, dress wear and sportswear.

PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THEIR ELDERLY PEOPLE;
: May mmmm maupmm
cornfort & ﬂarrmﬂg Mtnﬂﬁl&ﬁ the

z i f*qatn::mﬁﬂ s uch a5 arthritis and
WWW. Lcntn.pc-mtcamcls ic i i dizbetes mrmrfqui‘rlﬁ&-[f;m&r;h

Mr_y n.uol:l to be aﬂpﬂd |:|'Inr_r|gd‘|aripp|'l}r
o prevent problems and cushfoned for
shock absorbency.

Sm yth Services & Fuels Ltd. KELLIE TAYLOR BSC {Hons) Ost. M.0.C.1. and DARREN CONROY BSC [Hons] sk, M.OCL

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL? 086-8675060
e NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

Call Sean vath 086=3561669 ™ tcosteopaths@gmail.com "’ www.tcosteopaths.ie

OPEN
A

L Techmarket

o Sales Accessories Repairs

anatecl in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

L baess -
e

techmarket.ie [@] @techmarketirl

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

The Irish Catholic
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING Now available to purchase
TEL/FAX 057-8681720  MOBILE 087-7749519 : :
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? in the Parish Shop.

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION




Slimming World

o here for you

W, Roofing
The "r:u;h" ol l‘!I.I.II.III.

Virtual Qm%
L mnmnﬁ
Tuesday morning 10am
Tuesday Evening 8pm
Saturday 10am, 1lam
and 12 noon
Contact Ingrid;

KEEP YOUR ?‘*'
ROOFING NEEDS IN LAOIS | .
SHOP LOCAL

Ju o] Lowcal Banineaea ik

086 8040285
- i | Same service from the
%, GUTTER CLEANING comfort and safety
HWF Q FREE *ﬂﬁi&"&%ﬁl of your home!
3 /W ROOFING #SMHMHEM
CONTACT James
089 4892441
jwroofing77i@gmail.com Gy — e (_SZ{HHH”
www.jwroofing.ie . W_(
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Catriona Brooke

" @ winner of last week's

. B €20,000 jackpot and
also to Promoter,
Paul Dooley who
received €2,000

' DON'T
You too could be as lucky as Catriona - play lotto online at www.portlaciseparish.ie MISS YOUR
or purchase a lotto membership in the Parish Centre. If you are not in, you can't win!! CHANCE

The lotto draw takes place in the foyer of the Parish Centre every Thursday evening
after 5pm and is live streamed on the Portlaoise Parish facebook page: TO WIN!
fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 10 years experience
089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Bailers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the o&d sludge and water that has built up

in wour radiaters and bollers over the years with dean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save maney.

Ballyfin, Partlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE
Gardening incl. hedge
cutting and landscaping.
All jobs considered for a
reasonable price.
Phone Jim;

087-6885017

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

085-1141395

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

DUNAMASE ANTIQUES
PORTLAOISE
For Antiques and Collectables
Best prices
Contact us;
www.dunamaseantiques.com
and Donedeal.

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES
Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 087-6542742

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac, No mess-
totally clean job. Bird
guards & cowls fitted.
Contact Martin on

085-7657206 Fint 089-2544890 087-9616098
Portarlington area | LAOIS COUNSELLING MIDLAND
Plots of reared oot % N APPLIANCE

rofessional, Supportive,
Turf Confidential, REPAIRS

Great Turf, fantastic
price. Contact;
086-1545350

Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;
087-3903995

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

087-9080211

LAWN CUTTING SERVICES
Person available for lawn
cutting and strimming.
Grass removed afterwards
and area left tidy. Reasonable
prices. For further details,
please phone Brendan;

086-8968058

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PORTLAOISE SCHOOL OF MATHS

continues its Live Streamed Online
Lessons each Wednesday night until
the end of this school year.
1. CERT Highery/Ordinary: 6pm to 7pm
L. CERT QOrdinary: 7pm to Bpm
L. CERT Higher: 8pm tc 9pm
Expert Tultion. Top class notesfhandouts,
€20 per Lesson. To secure your place now,
Call 086-0612840 f 08B9-4781248
e-mail portlasisamaths@gmail.com

ROOM TO RENT

Ballyfin Area
Private Double Room
Shared Kitchen/Bathroom
References required
Contact;
089-6149390

GERMAN GRINDS/TUITION
Mative German lady with 10
years experience in teaching.
- Preparing junior/leaving cert. exams

{with fur and interesting things).

- Help for students at any stage of
study. German for adults, teenagers
and children.

- Corona guidelines will be adhered to.

Contact Nicolette 087-0676826

ROOM TO RENT
Esker Hills
Ideally looking for a
professional person
Contact;
087-9432387




Portlacise Library Motes; French Classes - Alliance

Francais tutor Aurelle will hold French classes over zoom, SUPER SHINE

These classes will run for four weeks, and will take place

Saturdays, 8%, 15", 22™ and 29" May at 10.30am. All
competency levels welcome, age 16 years+. C AR
Talking Buddies - Speech & Language Therapists, Katie
and Maria will give a zoom talk and demonstrate how to

use books and reading, to encourage young children to
talk and add to the words they already know. This event
will take place on Wednesday, 5 May at 11am.
For further details about our events or to register
your interest please tel. 057-8622333 or e-mail: SERVICE

portlaciselibrary@laoiscoco.ie

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

Man available for all types of - %3
garden maintenance and @‘
general handy work. / il ¥
References available. Call; '

Ray 085-2055198

WATER SOFTENERS Full and Mini Valets

Iron Filters, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)

Complete Home and Industrial Water Treatment Systems CﬂtEI'Ed fur
Sales & Service

- L]
Local authority Grants available to bring individual private well supplies up Base d ln Lao ls

to F.10. Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 vears old
rNat available ra peaple on mains water supplies)

AQUA TREATMENT

" Tl 057-8622400 ) 8662525 ) 087 2580318 086-0786143

L — T
oy Cartified S oy T
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) Q."* MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

FROM THE SMALL PRINT
T0 THE REALLY BIG STUFF

Whether you're an independent client or large corporate
body, we offer state-of-the-art litho, digital and wide
format print services, merchandising products and mail
marketing with an emphasis on quality.

For more information give us & call or visit our website.

mochuaprint.ie
CDODOBO

Clonminam Business Park Henry Street, Newbridge
Portlaocise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
t:+353(0)57 B634050 t: +353(0145 433569




The True Vine

"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man
remains in me and I in him, he will bear much
fruit; apart from me you can do nothing."”
John 15:5

In today's Gospel, Jesus told his disciples a story to
teach them the importance of staying connected to him.
Jesus used the example of a vine. A vine is a plant with
a lot of branches growing out from it. The branches have fruit on them. If it is a
grapevine, the branches should have grapes on them. Have vou ever seen a branch that
has been broken off a tree or a vine? What happens to it? It withers up and dies. It can
never have any fruit on it again.

Jesus said, "I am the vine and you are the branches. If you remain in me, you will have
much fruit, but apart from me, you can do nothing."

Jesus wants us to produce a lot of fruit. Good fruit like being kind, generous, and faithful.
Most of all, he wants us to love others as he has loved us. To do this you and I must stay

connected to Jesus to produce the good fruit that God expects of us.

Dear Father, help us to remember that we need to stay plugged in to Jesus
if we are going to produce the kind of fruit you expect. Amen

Liturgy of the Eucharist

Gifts: The first part of the Liturgy of the Eucharist is about
preparing the gifts that we bring to the altar.

The most important gifts that we bring are the bread and wine,

The other gift that you will notice being prepared is money. People
put money in baskets and this money is used to run the parish,

The Priest offers the gifits to God.

The Priest holds up the bread and says a prayer of blessing.
Mext the Priest pours wine into a chalice and adds a drop of
water. He then holds up the chalice and says a prayer of
blessing to God again.




HafL Ho!}j Qu::::n -
[Hail, Hﬂtﬂ Oueen, Mother

To celebrate the month of May you can make a ¥
May altar in your home and pray the Hail Mary®<
While watching their sheep, Lucia (age 10) and her cousins

of F\f'lcrcij, hail our life, our !
Tothee dawe cry, poor : Francisco (age 9) and Jacinta (age 7) saw our Lady of the Rosary.
]

sweetness aI'IC! OLr hDPC

banished children of [ ve; to
thee do we send up our :—:-ig,]'l.-s.J -

meurning, and weeping in this
'\."L—luﬂi,j of tears.

Turn then most E,raciau&
o

advocate, thine cyes of mercy
towards us; and after this our :
cxi]c. show onto us the l

blessed fruit of ‘H‘IH wamb.

Jesus. O clement, (O lovi ng '
Q) sweet Virgin Mary. :
1

Amen

9, Pray 10 Hail
Marys

11. Pray 10 Hail 10. Preay the Glary.

Marvs Name the 4th Mystery and
Pray the Our Father,

I 2. Pray the Glory.,
Mams: the Sth Mystery 8. Pray the Glory.
wnd Pray the Our Father, Name the 3rd Mystery and

1Blowy ‘[t@ byl
e

13. pray 10 Hail 14. pray the 7. Pray 10 Hail
Marys Glory and the Hail Marys
Haly Queen,
15. Fivisn ,‘Cm- 6. pray the Glory
FiE Name the Ind Mystery and
Wi il Pray the Dur Father.
3- Fray 3
Hail Marys 4. Pray the Glory,
’ Name the 150 Mystery aml
2. Pray the Our Pray the Oar Faiher,
Father

“After the Glory, yon may
START also say the prayer taght
1. Make the Sign of the Cross by Mary at Fatima or 5. Peay 10 Hall Marys
and Pray the Apostles Creed unother short prayer.




TIME

Mary Robinson has joined more than 150 former heads of
state and Nobel laureates in signing an open letter to US
president Joe Biden calling for a "people’s vaccine” to end
the pandemic. India and South Africa have led the
campaign, which calls for intellectual property rights on
Covid-19 vaccines to be waived so that production can be
ramped up globally. The Biden Administration is said to
be considering a temporary waiver of World Trade
Organisation (WTO) intellectual property rules during the
pandemic. Former president Dr Robinson has supported
the campaign, and has also called on EU |leaders to "put
the collective right to safety for all ahead of everything
else = and come together to end this pandemic.” The letter
te Mr Biden says the waiver will "save lives and advance
us towards global herd immunity.” It states: “These
actions would expand global manufacturing capacity,
unhindered by industry monopolies that are driving the
dire supply shortages blocking vaccine access, "Nine in 10
people in most poor countries may well go without a
vaccine this year. "At this pace, many nations will be left
waiting until at least 2024 to achieve mass Covid-19
immunisation.” The poor suffer most in this pandemic,
that’s why a just and eguitable distribution of vaccines is
s0 important,

Nationally over the last year the news has developed its
own irreversible template:

(i} Government and NPHET representatives are invariably
asked - When will X, ¥ or 2 be happening?

(ii} The response is usually - We cant be specific because
we don't know what the science will be teliing us at that
point.

(iii) But people need darity and theres a breakdown in
communication because they are not getting clarity.

And

(iv) We cant be specific because we don't know what the
science will be teliing us at that point.

Acres of print and forests of trees have been sacrificed
repeating that same inter-change in different ways,
Exactly the same template is followed by politicians -
those interested in getting into power but havent the
responsibility of high office at present and those who dont
want to get intoc office and have the added luxury of
building even bigger castles in the air. For both, it's about
getting on television and invariably the seguence follows
the above (i), (ii) (iii) and (iv).

For the first lockdown, there was a certain novelty, We
started baking, painting or testing out our green fingers in
the garden. Then the flour and the paint ran out. Or we
started walking. Or phoning relatives and friends
exchanging experiences and worries about adjusting to the
5K limit. After a while we realised that no one had any
news because no one was going anywhere, no one was
doing anything or meeting anyone. And If we happened to
meet someone, that person had no news because they
were going nowhere and meeting nobody.

So the same stilted conversation was about wondering

TO THINK!

A much brighter Tomorrow

/jrz hler

70 morroa

how long the lockdown would last, when a vaccine would
be available, when schools would open, when essential
services like barbers would be back. And the unchanging
response was (ii) (above) We cant be specific because we
don't know what the science will be telling us at that point.
Even planning for the future became a nightmare. Almost
averything had to be cancelled or postponed - holidays,
weddings, Christmas, evenings out, weekends away - and
even if they hadn't, COVID-19 became the unguestioned
excuse to put anything vaguely uncomfortable on the long
finger. All that was reasonably possible was to grow hair
and to expand the figure as the high-points of the day
became breakfast, dinner and tea and even passing the
fridge seemed beyond what the human condition could
reasonably expect. A second lockdown came and went as
did Christmas and, as I write, a third lockdown is still in
place. See (i), (i) (iii) above,

But it's different now. The sky is clear and the sun is
shining. Numbers contracting the virus are steadily going
down, deaths are decreasing, numbers in hospital and in
intensive care have declined, vaccines, despite the ups
and downs of distribution, are being rolled out in huge
numbers and their effect will soon be felt, Suddenly, we
have so much to look forward to. Visiting family members.
Meeting friends for a coffee. Going out for the day. Soon
the GAA football championship will be underway. Golf
courses are open. Hairdressers will clip away to their
hearts” content. The breeze will carry the hum of
children playing in a distant school-yard. Simple, everyday
activities and pleasures that took COVID-19 to remind us
about how pivotal to our happiness the ordinary bits of life
can be,

And the end of all our exploring will be fo arrive where we
started, and know the place for the first ime.

(T.S. Eliot)

So, greet the morning with a smile and enjoy whatever the
day offers. Take the crest of whatever wave is available
and go the extra mile. Dont heed the begrudgers and the
nay-sayers, with their own agendas of misery and
gloom.......... Soon, alf will be well and all manner of things
will be well, (lulian of Norwich)

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 18,500 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaociseparish.ie/articles



Bicentenary of the Birth of John Canon O'Hanlon

This weekend marks a significant event for Co. Laois - the bicentenary of the birth of John Canon O"Hanlon in Stradbally on
30 April, 1821 — a man who stands out as one of the greatest achievers that this county has ever produced. Mot only was he
an outstanding priest who was elevated to the status of Canon in the Archdiocese of Dublin, but he was a noted writer,
historian, folklorist and promoter of the Irish language.

His most famous work. Lives of the Irish Saints, was published in ten volumes between 1873 and 1905. This painstaking work
invalved in-depth research of the lives of Ireland’s saints, It openad a unique window on Christianity in Ireland and on the
people who shaped it. For example, in Volume 2 concerning the month of February, we see twenty-five pages dedicated to
the life of 5t. Fintan of Clonenagh and Cromogue. Not only do these pages contain a comprehensive account of St. Fintan's
life but ©'Hanlon also produced sketches of places of local interest in the story of 5t. Fmtan’s life such as the site of
Churchfield Cemetery at Clonkeen, the rumed church of Clonenagh, the old church at Cromogue, and the then “new’ Catholic
Church of St. Fintan at Mountrath — many of which were drawn by O Hanlon himself in the 18505 and 18705, Some of the
most fascinating aspects of O Hanlon’s accounts of the lives of the saints can be found in the footnotes such as his description
of the well that sprung from what is known locally at the *‘money tree’ in Clonenagh: “Many of the peasaniry, to the present
oy, when passing the well of 5. Finran ar Clonenagh, rake off their hais, and make a sign of the cross on iheir forehead
the women also make a curiesy — customs which the writer had opporiunities for wimmessing (in Angusr (836"

Amongst the other published works of O"Hanlon (twenty-eight in total. three of which were published after his death). were
several other works with a religious theme such as “The Life of St Brigid, " " The Life of Saint David (chief patron of Wales), ™
“The Life of 5. Laurence O 'Toole, Archbishop of Dublin, ™ and “The Life of 5. dengus the Culdee, bishop and abbot at
Clonenagh and Dvsartenos”

Here in Co. Laois O'Hanlon is renowned for his “History of the Queen's County " which was published in two volumes in
1907 and 1914, both after his death, These are important and significant reference books for those interested in the history of
this county from earliest times up to the end of the nineteenth century. Another important work from a local perspective was
('Hanlon’s research. in the latter part of his life, of the writings of the writer and poet, John Keegan of Killeaney near
Shanahoe. This culminated in the publication in 1907 of “Legends and Poems by John Keegan” — a work that was finalised
two years after O'Hanlon’s death by D.J. O 'Donoghue. A letter from O Hanlon to O’ Donoghue in September 1901 gives an
interesting account of his ongoing work on the Keegan project: “f hope 1o go down for a few davs hefore winter sets in o
Abbevieix, and see some of the Campions living there.... A voung gentleman, Hibernian Bank clerk, a Mr. (V'Toole and a
good amarenr photographer, has promised to take photographs for me of the site of the house in which his inele Maloney
and he first ranght school, afterwards ransferved o Shanahoe Chapel, of Killeaney Castle, of Gormaclea Castle, of Poor
Man''s Bridee, and other places alluded to by him. Several ave ver living that remember him and loved him in life, bt they
are old like myself, and therefore no time onght 1o be lost, as my friend Mr, Edward Morvissey is most anxious fo aid my
investigations and drive me out to the scenes so familiar to poor Keegan, "

The Morrissey name is. of course, synonymous with Abbeyleix and they were part of O'Hanlon’s extended family. As well
as regular visits by O Hanlon to Abbevleix, letter-writing berween them was frequent such as a letter addressed by O Hanlon
from Star of the Sea Church, Inshtown. Dublin to “Mrs. Mary Morrissey. Hotel. Abbevleix” on December 21* 1901 which
opened with the following hines: “f have ro thank vou very cordially for the Christmas presents of the fine mrkey and brace
of pariridees that arvived this evening, and 1o wish Mr. Morvissey, vourselfl and mmerous fomily a very happy meeting arovnd
the festive hoard. T have specially to reguese von will allow Teresa to come npy 1o Duhlin on Monday week for her halvdays,
especially as I shall have a small parne of voung people to have an early finch on New Year's Day, Wednesday, so thar we
may adjonrn to onr school-house at 8 o 'clock, where we are to have a very enjovable sedovaiocht, Irish songs, Irish music,
Ulnion Pipers, Violin and Irish lecture, combined, fivst rate talemed ladies and gentlemen to take parr. Then she is to remain
at least imo the month of Februarn when I promise ta veturn with her to Abbevieix for a couple of dayvs when [ hope io respass
on Mr. Morrissery's valuable fime to glean more particulars of John Keegan as hope 1o do_... For the last week I have not
heen in bed before one o'clock — once before three o 'clock — in the morning, working on the Index of my Irish American
History of the Unired Stves. ™

When John Canon 'Hanlon. Parish Priest of the parish of Sandymount in Dublin died in May 1905 his funeral to Glasnevin
Cemetery was attended by many from Co. Laois (then Queen’s County) and they included James A, Mulhall of Pass House,
Ballyroan, E.J, Mormssey of Abbevleix as well as P.A. Meehan Chairman of Queen’s County Council and Mark Walsh,
Chairman Maryborough Town Comimissioners.

This weekend, we spare a thought for the life of John Canon OHanlon and for his enduring works that place him among the
oreats of [rish historians and writers of the nineteenth century and which have also earned him the distinction of being one of

the most famous priests this county has ever produced.

By: Tony Delaney
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Sfepﬁcm (7' Brien ~ Green Mill Lane
) N

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

PAT (Paddy) LILLIS

"Arbutus” Kilminchy, Portlacise, Co. Laois and
Doonbeg, Co. Clare.
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As we lovingly remember Pat,
on the first anniversary of his
death, his wife Mary, son Patrick
and extended Lillis family,
wish to thank all those who
sympathised with them on the
very sad loss of our darling Pat.,
Sincere thanks to Msgr. John
Byrne and Fr. Dawid Vard for
celebrating Pat's funeral Mass.
Our thanks to Matthew Keegan for his kindness
and support and to the gravediggers for preparing
Pat's final resting place.

We will be forever grateful to the wonderful
doctors, nurses and staff at the Midlands Regional
Hospital, Portlacise who cared for Pat during his
final weeks.

Thank you all so much for the many letters, Mass
and sympathy cards, phone calls, messages of
condolence and flowers.

As manager of A.C.C. Bank Portlacise, Pat would
wish to remember with gratitude all his colleagues
and staff throughout the country. Likewise his
former colleagues in the Agricultural Advisory
Service and later as an auctioneer in Portlaoise.
We thank Portlacise Lions Club, the Heath Golf
Club and Portlaoise Toastmasters, where Pat was
a long time member in each one.

A special mention to our wonderful neighbours,
relatives and friends, some of whom travelled long
distances from Claire and Tipperary. We also
acknowledge the many people who lined the
roadside on Pat’s final Journey to the cemetery.

As it would be impossible to thank ewveryone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement
as a token of our sincere thanks. The holy sacrifice
of the Mass will be offered for your intentions.
Pat's first Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on
Sunday, 2™ May at 10am in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Portlacise and can be viewed via
the Parish Webcam.

Restin Feace Fat

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
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Bridie Marmion
née Corcoran
Ballyroan
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

@ InLoving Memory of @ i‘

Ak
iF

JOHN WHELAN

Rﬂﬂfm{?}'ff. A bbevfeit. . Far .I'Iml pc;ﬁ'i;:ri.‘:rfc card ﬁlr :}fuur ;m'ed e
st A T \ ' h = e Despaoke memorial cards.
- I Anniversa ry occurs 3! ‘M'{W* Create o collage of images illustrating =

: the fife of vour loved one with our
Mo farewell words were spoken, no time cxoird Deslin Téam

to say goodbye, you were gone before All our Cards are individually designed

we knew it and only God knows why. & unigne keepsakes, with no hidden chavges
Sforr wdditional photos or fmuges,
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Sadly missed, loved and remembered
illi Uit 3. Cly inam Basiness Pa
by Dolly, Willie, Mary, Ned & Anthony. nit 'Funml;uise. e

Rest in " Reace ~John o 9
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Loving Memory of ‘P[I

MICHAEL O’ REILLY ..:
MA R Y MEE VO Y Liogard, Portlaoise. 1% Anniversary occurs 2"".-1-{::_1'.

St Martin’s, Ridge Road, Portlaoise. . Along the road of suffering, you found a .
Birthday Remembrance; 28" April 3 little lane, that took you up to s
Heaven and ended all your pain. .
¥ou may be out of sight, :

We may be worlds apart, '

f i =4 Sometimes we laughed, But you are always in our prayers, I i
‘ | - hs ometimes we E“Zd'h ’ and forever in our hearts, 4
o rough winter storms and thunder.
- Th B have faded fast Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter .
vanunger yestsHavesateciast, & Paul's Parish Church this Sunday e May at 10am.
e went our separate ways, . . . : .
i : Sadly missed By fis foving wife and family,

- All through that time, our friendship
Please also remember his father Thomas and his sister

lasted, our bond in life remained. s : ; R
. . arie whose anniversaries occur at this time,
Mo matter where life leads us, Dear Mary know it's true,

It has been a joy to travel down the road of life with you. Gfﬂa;v % Rest in m

Abways loved and remembered by Tina x ? In Loving Memory of ?
Reast in Reave Mary - LIAM CONROY

10 New Row, Green Rd. Portlavise.

. 7 Anniversary occurs 3™ May 2021.
[ n Lﬂv!ng M em ﬂ’:’f ﬂf e Alse remembering Liam’s birthday - r&t May.
JOHN EGAN Daify thouglits and sifent tears,
Caragh House, Stradbally Road, Portlacise. Afways wisfiing you were fiere,

4" Anniversary occurred 30" April 2021 Life goes on, we Kpow that's true,
Hut never the same since fostng you.

For many years we shared our lives,
One roof we once lived under,

ik ik (1 (1) [T L1 b b b (1)
WL WL ¥ L L ¥ ik

(1)

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church Liam's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
on Monday 3 Ma:-,r at 10am. F 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church this

Sunday 2" May at 10am.
It broke our hearts to lose you

But you did not go alone,
; ) 4 » Silently we grieve and brush away our tears,
For part "1"‘“5 Went with you, The memories fe feft Gefiind, will fast throgghout the years.

The dav g{m’ called you home. From fiis daughter $hirley, son-in-faw Jofin and grandson
z : Conor, extended family and friends.
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Sadly missed by your loving wife Mary and son Brian,

Ll

(1)
L

Sodly missed by his loving wife Anne, daughters
Jennifer, Deborah, and Stella , grandkids and all
yvour loving family and friends.

- In Loving Memory of
My Sohn Rest in " Reave "% DECT AN DOOCEY %)

. Formerly of Castletown, Colt and Abbeyleix
? In Lowng Memory of % 1" Anniversary occurs 5" May 2021

PATRICK CARRIGAN :.' : : J As each day dawns and starts

. anew,
Cﬂpﬂﬁ{l’, Portlaoise. As each day ends we think of you,

Manths Mind Mass will be celebrated - And in between no matter where,
r #
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on Deep in our hearts you're always

th thera.
Sunday 9" May at 10am. We do not need a special day to

Sadly missed, loved and remembered bring you back to mind,
by his loving wife Elizabeth, sons For days without a thought of
Denis, Pat, James and Brendan, you, are very had to find.

daughters Joan, Elaine, Ailish and Ann-marie, Helon. Mark. P S;Hg}' "H'F-*‘t;ff by o ]
P : ; elen, Mark, Paul, Conor, Doireann, Eadaoin J

sones-ir-law; daughters-in-lw, grandchvldren, Grandchildren Ella, Mia, Noah and Ceol x

extended family & friends. Also remembered by his extended family & friends,

Rast in Beave Ratrick
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ANNIVERSARY AND BIRTHDAY

REMEMBRANCE
Of our daughter
AGNES MILLIS GLEESON
23 Anniversary and Birthday away

from home.
Late of (7' Moore Place, Portlnoise.

?

Deep in the heart lies a
picture,
- Of a foved one laid to rest, |
In memories frame we |
keep it, because she was
one of the best.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter &
Paul’s Parish Church on Monday g~ May at 10am.

Also remember our brother Joe Kerry
Late of 148 (V’Muoore Place, Portlaoise

3" Birthday away from home.

Love and miss you always, from all your
loving family.

CMay Agnes and ~Joe Rest in ' Reave

= portlamse
B Sione Centre

+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order,

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.

Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renavated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass,

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@ portlaoisestone.ie

+ KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

=3
> Q@
Contact Matthew

087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567 &
PAUL; D87-2562137 & 05 .
NIALL;

086-2770095

DES & CARMEL MORAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Main St., Ballyroan, Co. Laois
y

24 hour service and personalised attention ’

(t.) 057-8731115 '

©) Carmel 087-6144280

(1) Des087-2794532

| moranundertakerslacis@gmail.com

Kelly’s Funeral Services

Since the 1940's the Kelly family have

oviding Funeral Services in the
Abbevyleix area Main
Street

Abbeyleix

We offer a 24 hour personal and

professianal funeral service. \‘ ,
i i
=

‘ :_%: .

1 7.5 35
ravw kellysfuneralse ndceslie M
nfoi@kellysfuneralsend




Results for
29th April 2021

Portlaoise Parish

o1)(24)(20) ()

ONE €11,000 Jackpot Winner
Lynda Campbell

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Winnie Moore Tanya Moore
Jack Kelly Anthony Preston
Mary Moran o7 Geraldine Greene
Mazz Gavin Match 3s Parish Centre
Breda Kennedy €143 Paul Dooley
Aine Maher Pacelli Walsh

> each

Simon McElroy Mary Arthur

Play PARISH
0O00e

www. portlaciseparish.e

Fﬂllﬂw Us , @PortlaoiseParis
& Like Uso portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot €10,000

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who
have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish during
this time of Lockdown. The generosity of so many means we
continue to be well supported and can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
{The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)

THANK YOU

Priests of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

| Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8661605

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church
Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dlp@kandle.ie

P:a_ri-sh .-Geﬁtre
: T ﬂ-}. ';-'I

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail; info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portiaoiseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 EE{]I]ll'_:.l:l
link

Secretary: Julie Conroy
l’ Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Now is the Time

Priesthood in the
Diocese of e

Kildare and Leighlin ( 4

Vocations Director e ‘ _.

Fr. Ruairi O'Domhnaill
045 431741

ruairicdomhnaill® gmail.com




