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Wanted

People to Spread a
Little Love

4 i
In our current situation

of pandemic  and

climate change, we are

_A, prabably all feeling in
Tt need of a little love.

Across the globe there is unprecedented need. There are
milliens in need of a little love. Today Jesus is telling us that
it is up to us all to spread that love in as many practical and
prayerful ways that we can think of. Are we up for the job?

Today we hear of Jesus' prayer for us. As Jesus was sent,
so too we are sent to continue his mission and spread his
love, Key to continuing Jesus' mission we are told that
although we are of this world we must not to be possessed
or tied down by worldly concerns.

How should it feel to be entrusted with such an important
job? Well for most of us, it is something we don't think
about nearly enough. We are told not to let the world tie us
down, but that's most definitely easier said than done. In
truth we are very much of this world. We spend most of our
lives worrying about work, money, illness, relationships and
commitments. It's very hard to rise above worldly concerns.
In fact for most of us it just seems impossible,

On this Sunday we celebrate World Communication Day,
and it feels a timely opportunity to consider the task we
have been set. The first disciples continued Jesus' mission
without planes, trains, without a postal service, without TV
or radio and without the internet, Yet thanks to these early
disciples we know Jesus' name throughout the entire globe
two thousand years down the line. We have a much easier
job than the early disciples had. Now all we need is a little
bit of their drive and passion. So how can we capture some
of that motivation?

For most of us, the day to day job of putting meals on the
table takes up more of our time than the vital job of
continuing Jesus' mission. Yet we all know someone who
manages to strike that all important balance. We all know
at least one person who sets a shining example. Perhaps
it's here that we will find our motivation. Perhaps the
people we most admire provide us with a model of who we
ourselves would like to be. With a good example to emulate
and our twenty first century means to spread God's love,
the job is not beyond us.

Mass times for the coming week

ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday - Friday
7.30am, 10am & 1lam
Saturday
10am

Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD
Acts1:1-11
Ps 46:2-3,6-9
Eph 4:1-13
Mk 16:15-20

' We welcome into our
Parish Community

Corey Myles Ryan
Glenbarrow

Saoirse Rose O'Brien
Harpurs Lane

Who were baptised last weekend

Bitesize

You are not here merely to make a living. You
are here to enable the world to live more
amply, with greater vision, and with a finer
spirit of hope and achievement. You are here
to enrich the world, You impoverish yourself if

you forget this errand.
Woodrow Wilson

Thought for Today!

Tell me and | forget.
Teach me and | remember.
Involve me and | learn.
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MULHALL MEATS

= ysTARLISHED 193; ==

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
| Sirloin Steak

| 7th Mey - Sun 30ch May Only

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall’s SuperValu.
Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-5at 7.30am-9pm, Sunday S8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044

Mulluall’s Butcher Counter is lﬁu::l Eaery Sallul:l'r' D - '.:'mn

mﬂﬂh%nm AW W Laois Physiotherapy

Clinic

Consultant live life physically well

Patricia Kilmartin

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Comprehensive Hearing Assessment JOHN SUGRUE BSc MSc MISCP
Full range of Digital Hearing Aidz available from €890 pair ex, grant NicoLA CALDBECK BSc MISCF MAACFP
» Pre-employment tests/Oceupational Sereening Tests CONOR BOLTON BSc MSc MISCP

Ear moulds, Custom mode Swim Flugs, Musicians Moulds
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minar Repairs, ete. (incl, pestal service) ONLINE PILA TES CLA SS.ES

Ear Wax Removal Service
Social Welfare Grants available to eligible clients

In Attendance COMMENCING WEEK OF
177" MAY 2021

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{(Entronce beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mcobile: 0B5 B56B808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN FLACE, IN LINE WITH ADWIE OF THE GOVERKWIENT & HSE GLIDELINES®*




We may have the SOLUTION to;

Flat Feet | Heel Pain | Heel Spurs | Arch Pain | Plantar Fasciitis |
Bunions | Metatarsalgia | Leg Fatigue | Diabetic Feet | Arthritic Feet |
Shin Splints | Knee Pain | Achilles Tendonosis | Hallux Rigidus

J‘Vl NIC TAYLOR

yul R
. CONROY
J.W. Roofing ORTHOTICS

The Height of Quality

Who may benefit from wearing Orthotics?

| Orthotics are prescribed for a variety of conditions and as a
KEEP YOUR ' a8 prevention to further problems. They can be worn by

ROOF'NG NEEDS IN LAOIS p i children and adults and made to suit a range of footwear

SHOP LOCAL including daywear, dress wear and sportswear.

PEOPLE WHO ARE ON THEIR ELDERLY PEOPLE;
FEET ,q LOT: Mgy benefit fram Orthotics 1o Suppart,
o cormfort & Correct the Mtdﬂarﬂ&ihﬁ-
feet. Canditions such & arthritis and
disbetas may require softer coverings.

Suppan Local Businesses - Suppon Laon

Ih" - ‘ SPORTS PEOPLE; CHILDREN;
fay need to be aligned bicmechanically  BRU i i i
ﬁUTfEﬂ ELEAHIHB m":mam problems and cushioned for

ROOF EE
FR +ROOF INSPECTION sheck sbsarbency.
b
n I'W ROOFING UNLY EEU KELLIE TAYLOR B5C {Hons) Ost. M.O.CLL and DARREN COMROY BSC [Hons) Ost. MJOC

CONTACT James 086-8675060

089 4892441
"w rnofing?’?’ () gn‘}aﬂl{ﬂm uﬂl‘t I0 .‘ﬁn'mfm:hr Couﬂ‘, mfmn'nd'lr, ijﬂﬂise; Lﬂﬂfs

www.jwroofing.ie

OPEN
e

= Techmarket

o Sales Accessories Repairs

anated in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarket.ie [@) @techmarketirl m

™ tcosteopaths@gmail.com *®  www.tcosteopaths.ie

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

 NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

(“ (‘: T, . FI ' AIN INSPECTION : 'Tl’le II‘iSl’l Gﬂtl]()]_ic

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519 .
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? On Sale at the Parish Centre




Clonminam Ind. Est., Opening Hours
Portlaoise. Monday-Friday
057-8672980 8:45am-5:30pm

ANIMAL FEEDS Saturday 9am to 5pm

Multi Purpose Compost 3 for €14 -4
Potting Composts
Chicken Manure
Weedkillers / Herbicides / Weed Control / Fertilizers
Small Hardware / Pots / Planters / Wheelbarrows
Sleepers (Pressure treated)
Ground Cover / Moss Removers
OSMO / Feed and Weed / Organic Feeds
Grass Seed from €48 per acre / Lawn Seed
See our daily supply of fresh Potting Plants

Aaimal Feed & Pet Health and ecesdonies

- We are very excited and looking forward to
our NEW GROOM ROOM

- Calf Milk Replacers 20Kg from €35

- Silage Wrap and Covers at very competitive
prices

- Pet Safe Containment Systems

Werkwear

Huge selection of Boots, Pants,
Jackets, outdoor clothing and
footwear. See our full range of
Wellingtons to suit all budgets. -7,
) i Poultry/Game/Pigeon Feeds;
SW & 7“1&“‘? Range :f Canary, Buggie, Cockatiel
Fishing Tackle, Equestrian wear PE G ST SRR R (8 BT S
and Tack. Take advantage of and feeders all year round.  «/™",

our huge reductions on Poultry Supplements/ =
outdoor Horse Rugs! Feeders and Drinkers

5

¥
Kinetico Salt Block
Salt Water

Softener Special
3 bags for €18.50

Kennels/Rabbit Hutches/Chicken Coops/Rubber Mats/Shavings/Play Sand
DON’T MISS OUT ON OUR SPECIAL OFFERS THROUGHOUT THE STORE!




PAINTING &

DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience
089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers

I wer Flushi f

Removing all the ofd sludge and water that has bulk up
In your radiators and botlars over the years with clean
water and Inhibitors ta reducs fuel bills and save maney.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call;
086-3758503

TWO DOUBLE ROOMS
TO RENT
Ballyfin Area
Shared Kitchen/Bathroom.
Own entrance.
References required.
Contact;

089-6149390

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

LAWN CUTTING SERVICES
Person available for lawn
cutting and strimming.
Grass removed afterwards
and area left tidy. Reasonable
prices. For further details,
please phone Brendan;

086-8968058

DUNAMASE ANTIQUES
PORTLAOISE, 085-7657206

Now Open after Lockdown
Lots of bargains in stock! Furniture, small
and large, china tea sets, Waterford and
other crystal glasses. Copper and Brass
Kitchen Ware. Antique working Oil Lamps,
Mirrors, Pictures, Paintings, Pub and House
Memorabilia etc. Mantle and Wall Clocks,
Carrlage Lamps and maore.
Open Monday-Saturday 10am-5pm

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES
Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Flumber on call, Portlaocise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 087-6542742
Fint 089-2544890

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel;:

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;

087-3903995

MIDLAND
APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective

Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

087-9080211

Portarlington area
Plots of reared
Turf
Great Turf, fantastic
price. Contact;

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PORTLAOISE SCHOOL OF MATHS
continues [ts Live Streamed Online
Lessons each Wednesday night until
the end of this school year.

1. CERT Higher/Ordinary: 6pm to 7pm
L. CERT Ordinary: 7pm to &pm
L. CERT Higher: Bpm to 9pm

Expert Tuition, Top class notes/handouts,
€20 per Lesson. To secure your place now,

2 days per week, must have
own car. Contact;

089-6149390

Call 086-0612840 / 089-4781248
086-1545350 |0s87-3636497 / 083-3742600 | e-mail portiacisemaths@gmail.com
CHILDMINDER GERMAN GRINDS/TUITION | FUNERAL
Mative German lady with 10 =
REQUIRED years experience in teaching. | — MUSIC
To look after three school- | - preparing junior/leaving cert. exams | . :
: : b = Veronica
. . v {with fum and interesting things). b
going children in own home, | Help for students at any stage of t, o Dunne

study. German for adults, teenagers
and children.
- Corona guidelines will be adhered to,

Contact Nicolette 087-0676826

Singer/Organist/Violinist

089-2165858




""‘ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
¥/ GET YOURSELF NOTICED

WHATEVER YOU ARE RETURNINGTO
WE ARE HERE TO HELP WITH PRINT DESIGN

Whether you're back at your office or on the sports around, finally
planning the delayed wedding or ready to publish the book you
%_ wrote during lockdown, we offer litho, digital and signage desian

' . and print services, merchandising products and mail marketing - all

] with an emphasis on quality, quick tumaround and reliability.

For more information give usa call or visit our website,

mochuaprint.ie
000

Clanminam Business Park Henry Street, Newbrldge
Portlacise, Co, Laois, R32 EH11 Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
t: +353(0157 8634050 tk3a3(0)85 423002

WATER SOFTENERS . ,
Iron Filters, Ulira Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control} Cu ]’] € P a}q-e

Complete Home and Industrial Water Treatment Systems

Sales & Service / Ch Hl'ity Sh{)p

S E.U. Standards providiag cwelling i atlewt Tytara ol | ﬂ Church Avenugf
(Mot avatlable o peaple on moins water suppiies) {
AQUA TREATMENT ' Portlaoise

Dromadoon, Mountrath Rd., Portlaoise | www, aguatreatment.ie :

Tel: 057-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318

Massive Clearance Sale
CENTREPOINT CARPETS LTD

KYLEKIPROE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TIMAHOE RD, PORTLAQISE, CO, LADIS Dwing to the passing of Mrs Sheila
SITUATED BETWEEN LIAM FITZPATRICK TYRES AND MCDONALDS 1.'.._‘;'1“31], ]{IP our dear L‘D“C‘.Hgliﬂ and
Phone/Fax; 057-8620792 | E-mail; centrepointcar pets@gmail.com managcr._ we are having a Cl{'.lﬁil]g dl{ll"v‘l.-"l'l
: sale, for 2 weeks only, beginning May 17th,
e ainhuipiera ol Opening hours are Monday to Friday,
+ Carpets = Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Bllinds 1[]::1111-4]]1‘[1. Samrda}r 10am-2pm.
# Mattresses ® Beds #* Bedroom Furniture * Pillows All stock must g(}?

Safety measures must be observed.

We would like to thank all our donors and
customers who have supported us over the
five years of our existence. We pay tribute
to Sheila, who started this project, for her
energy and enthusiasm in supporting the
work of the Cuisle Centre, Portlaoise.




Irish Guide Dogs

| for the blind

E -9

Sign up to #100k Challenge or donate at wwwguidedogs.ie

Text WOOF to 50300 to donate €4°

“Text costs €4. Irish Guide Dogs for the Blind will receive a minimum of €3.60.
Savice Provider: LIKECHARITY . Helpline: 076 6805 278

Scan the QR code to donate

#ChangingLives

Together we are changing lives

GUIDE DOGS | ASSISTANCE DOGS | MOBILITY TRAINING | INDEPENDENT LIVING SKILLS

To
"Sister Act”
winners of last

jackpot.
Pictured left;
Agnes
presenting
Amanda and
Thelma with the
winning cheque
and Promoters
Prize

: . o ] i P L DON'T
You too could be as lucky as “Sister Act” - play lotto online at www.portlaoiseparish.ie MISS YOUR
or purchase a lotto membership in the Parish Centre. If you are not in, you can't win!!

The lotto draw takes place in the foyer of the Parish Centre every Thursday evening CHANCE

after Spm and is live streamed on the Portlaoise Parish facebook page; TO WIN!
fb.com/portlaciseparishlaocis




The origin of Novenas is the 9 days between Ascension (Thursday) and Pentecost Sunday.
At the Ascension the Lord gives the Apostles the great commission and then tells them to
return to Jerusalem and await the coming of the Holy Spirit. After nine days of prayer, the
Holy Spirit descended on the Apostles —the first Pentecost Sunday.

Pentecost is often considered the birth of the Church. The ministry of Jesus is now made
visible through our actions and life as members of His Church. The gift of the Holy Spirit
helps us to carry out this witness to Jesus.

In anticipation of Pentecost, as part of a church that is still very much alive and gifted with
the Holy Spirit, the diocese is inviting you to do three things:

One: Mary and the disciples waited in prayer for the gift of the Holy Spirit. We
invite you to pray the ‘Prayer from Ascension to Pentecost’ each day between now and the
Feast of Pentecost.

Two: For this week, decorate the door of your home with some image of
Pentecost. This might include an image of the Holy Spirit / dove / red ribbons / wind chimes.

Three: Wear an item of red clothing on Pentecost Sunday whether you are able to come
to church or not!

Come Holy Spirit, Come and speak Come Holy Spirit, who descended on
through a new generation of men and women Mary and the apostles at the first Pentecost,
as you spoke through the prophets of old, enlivening the Church in its infancy.

Grant us new prophets who will announce God’s Descend on us anew, filling us with new life.
truth, love, mercy and justice. Pour out your gifts and miracles upon us

as you once did in the Upper room.
Come Holy Spirit who descended on Mary

as she conceived the Son of God in her womb. Free us from fear and fill us with a hnlv
Descend on us and form us into the image of Jesus. courage as you did for the infant Church

so that your Church may

Come Holy Spirit who filled proclaim the Good News
the unborn John the Baptist to the men and women of today.
with joy in the womb of his mother, Elizabeth. Amen

Fill all the baptised with the joy of our calling
and a new desire to witness in the world.



I'm Praying for You

What comes to your mind when you see someone with their

hands together like this? How about when you see a picture like

this? That's right, you immediately think of prayer, don't you?

How often do you think we should pray? Once a day? Before

meals? Before we go to bed at night? What do you think we
should pray for?

*@\, The Bible doesn't tell us exactly when to pray, but it does teach us how to
gé .t-é‘ pray. One day, Jesus' disciples asked him to teach them how to pray. I am
sure you know what he said. In fact, we can probably all say it by heart.

"Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy
will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil."

We usually call that "The Lord's Prayer,” but it is really a model prayer that Jesus taught
so that we would know how to pray to the Father. I like to think that the real "Lord's
Prayer" is the prayer that Jesus prayed the night before he was crucified. Jesus knew that
he would be returning to heaven and that his disciples would be left behind. He prayed
that as they lived in the world, they would not become part of the world. He did not want
them to become stained by the wickedness and evil that was in the world. He wanted
them to remain faithful to God and to what they had learned while Jesus was with them
on earth. He wanted them to know his love and to share that love with others.
Here are the things that Jesus prayed for his disciples:

. That they would be one as he and the Father were one

. That God would protect them from the evil one

. That they would be made holy by the truth of God's Word

The prayer that Jesus prayed for his disciples is for us too. He said, "My prayer is not for
them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message.” That's
you and me! We must live in this world, and Jesus prays that we might remain faithful to
his teaching so that the world will know that God sent his Son and that God loves them.

Our Father, as we live in this world, help us to remain separate from the world. Help us
to be faithful to your Word and, in so doing, to show your love to the world. In Jesus'
name we pray. Amen.




Jesus Prays for His Disciples..

I pray for them. I am not praying for the world,
but for those you have given me, for they are
yours. John 17:9

To place in the hands of someone
A. take B. give C. protect D. word

A combination of letters that represent a thought or idea
A. protect B. pray C. word D. holy

To speak to God
A. listen B. pray C. give D. holy

That which belongs to you
A. mine B. ours C. yours D. theirs

To be a single unit, object, or living being
A. one B. protect C. word D. pray

To keep from being injured or harmed
A. give B. pray C. accept D. protect

Deserving special respect or reverence; worthy of worship
A. Yours B. holy C. give D. protect

To receive something
A. Protect B. pray C. accept D. give

ay

Angel of God,
my guardian dear,
to whom God's love
commits me here,
ever this day be at my side,

to light and guard,

to rule and guide.

Amen.




TIME

The celebration of the Ascension of our Lord into Heaven is an
impartant feast. It brings with it beth promise and hope. These
days are thankfully much brighter. The light that was promised
at the end of this pandemic is becoming very real. We are
doing well and in a much better place. Very soon, the things
we once took for granted will be part of our daily lives again.
Ascension is really about home coming. Jesus, returns home
to heart of God, but by dong so brings us all closer to his
divine life. Homes are in sparce commodity for too many
young people often crippled by huge rents and restricted to
purchase homes because of their exuberant costs and lack of
supply. Homes are key to our basic needs and affordable
homes are an essential Christian and indeed Ascension value,

We are celebrating the Ascension of the Lord to Heaven.
St Luke tells us that it was 40 days after the Resurrection. In
the Bible, 40 usually refers to a time of preparation. The Risen
Lord appeared in various ways to the disciples to help them in
the transition from knowing him in human flesh to knowing hirm
as the unseen God through Faith, “Blessed are those who
have not seen yet believe.” After Jesus it would truly be a New
Age...a new power, a new mission and a new hope. Jesus
promised: "You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes
upon you."

Next week we will celebrate Pentecost, see how the power of
the Spirit changed the apostles...from ignorance to belief,
from fear to courage, from despondency to joy. On the Mount
of the Ascension, the apostles were told not to be looking up
to the skies but to look out to the world as a field of mission.
"o, therefore, make disciple of all the nations. And know that
| am with you always; yes, to the end of time.”

That mission and promise extends to our time. God is not just
up there, but God is with us and in us. As Pope Francis put it,
each one of us not only has a mission but each one is a
mission to bring God's love and compassion to others. "l have
no hands now but yours.”

The Ascension opens up the doors of Heaven for us, This is
beautifully expressed in the Preface for the Feast: "He
ascended, not to distance himself from our lowly state but that
we, his members, might be confident of following him where
he, our Head and Founder, has gone.”

Stephen Hawkins described human life as "chemical scum on
an average-sized planet, orbiting around a very average-sized
star, in the outer suburb of one of a million galaxies.” Chemical
scum! Mo, thank you! Give me our beautiful, meaningful and
hope-filled Christian religion any day. Planets and galaxies
suggest a big story but religion offers a story even bigger.

With St Paul we pray. "May God enlighten the eyes of your
mind so that you can see what hope his call holds for you,
what rich graces he has promised the saints will inherit, and
how infinitely great is the power that he has exercised for us
believers.”

Our Lord's final instructions, his Last Will and Testament. Just
before leaving them, he reminds them of what he expecis of
themn. Earlier he had sent them out to spread the Kingdom of
God. Those who go in his name, do so with his authority. The
authority goes with the mission, so to speak. He now adds this
great promise, °| am with you always, even to the end of the
age.” Mark says that the Lord worked with them and confirmed
the message by the signs that accompanied it".

TO THINK!

Last Will and Testament

Teaching them to

observe everything |

have commanded you.
8 And remember, | am

. @y withyou always
Q.
_ Y to the end
b i
. Matthew 28:20

of the age

And Luke emphasises that they will be "clothed with power
from on high", that is, with the inspiration of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus is very definite about what he has to say. Like any
gathering of people, the feelings of his disciples were varied.
But he sends them out to speak and act in his name. Their
mission was both easy and hard: easy to understand but hard
to carry out. It was to teach others all that he had taught them.
Just as he asked them to follow his way, they were to ask that
others should follow that way too.

Has a doctor ever put you on a course of antibiotics. The most
basic guidance about antibiotics is to complete the course.
Even if the patient staris to feel well after a few days, to
discontinue taking the medicine can let their condition grow
warse.

Similarly, the message of salvation must continue to be
shared until the end of time. With all the changes in the church
and in society, neither Jesus nor his message have changed.
His Gospel remains a call to live our lives to the full. You write
a new page of the gospel each day, through all that you do
and whatever you say. Others read what you write, be it
faithful or true. So what is the gospel according to you?

Jesus is with us always. This can be a real help against
loneliness. Being alone is not the same as being lonely. One
can feel lonely in a crowded street; or alternatively, like
Cicern, never less alone than when alone [ "minus solum,
guam cum solus™). This applies especially to those who
believe the promise, “| am with you always." Talking with him
doesn't even need words. If we are open to His presence in
our heart, and treasure it, we can experience fully that “Joy of
the Gospel" so warmly described for us by our good Pope
Francis,

Dear Lord Jesus Chrst, right before your Ascension into
Heaven you told yvour apostles to be His witnesses to the ends
of the earth upon receiving the Holy Spirit. May | be similarly
inspired to spread your Gospel message in word and deed,
according to your will for me. And may [ do so prudently and
Joyfully, with vour help, your guidance, and yvour grace! And
remembering this glorfous event, help me to seek what is
abowve, Heaven, where vou are seated at the right hand of God
the Father!

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 18,600 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles



MAY THE MONTH OF MARY - A Month to pray the Rosary

The Jovful Mysterles

The Annunciation The Visitation The Blrth of OurLord  The Presentation in the Tempie The ﬂndln in the Temple

The Mysterles of nght

The Wedding feast of Cana The Proclamation of The Transfiguration The Institution
the Kingdom of the Eucharist

The Sorrowful Mysteries

The Baptism
imthe lordan

The Agony in the Garden The Scourging The Crowning The carrying of the Cross The Crucifixion
at the Pillar with thorns

The Glorious Mysteries

The Resurrection The Ascension The Descent of The Assumption The Coranation
the Holy Spirit

These images of the mysteries of the Rosary are at Our Lady's Shrine in 5t. Peter & Paul’s Church Portlacise
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The Ursulines of Mary |& ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

Immaculate ANNIE O’ BRIEN

& Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
Months Mind occurs at this time.

Morello Convent

Billy and the family of the
Raheen, Co. Laois late Annie O'Brien  wish
to acknowledge the many
expressions of sympathy and
We are praying for you! gestures of kindness shown to
them following their sad loss.
We offer our heartfelt thanks
'to the many friends who
 telephoned, sent floral
. tributes, Mass cards and
messages of condolences.
Also to Annie's neighbours in Marian Avenue for
their guard of honour on her final journey, we are
most grateful.
A very special word of thanks to the devoted and
caring management and staff of Ballard Lodge
Mursing Home, who cared for Annie with
compassion and dignity. Also heartfelt thanks to
Dr. Lawlor and all the doctors at the Cedar Clinic
for attending to Annie over the years, to the staff
of the Regional Hospital Portlaoise and McElwee's
pharmacy Portlacise.
A special word of thanks to Monsignor Byrne and
all of the Priests of the Parish, who celebrated
Annie's funeral Mass and to Nuala Kelly for the
beautiful music,
Sincere thanks to Matthew Keegan and David
Goode for their sensitivity and professional
\ i z handling of Annie's funeral arrangements and
Send us your Prayer Requests: Jiranks aiso to the gravediggers. for preparing
i : - Annie’s final resting place with such care.
]:-_ngul:mralwr@ }_',T'l'u‘il[.tnil‘l As it would be impossible to thank everyone
' ) individually, please accept this acknowledgement
— ; ' as an expression of our deepest gratitude.
Philippians 4:6: Be anxious for nothing, but e Holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for
w ineverything by prayer and supplication with your intentions.

H thanksgiving let your requests be made Annie’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated on

Sunday, 16™ May at 11:15am in Sts. Peter &
Paul's Parish Church and can be viewed via the
Parish Webcam.

?Q MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN IRea¥si e, i

‘ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST ? In Loving Memory of ?
For the perfect tribute card for your loved one JAMES { JmTMYJ BYRNE

"= our bespoke memorial cards, 1
Creute o eollage of images illustrating s Mind occurred

the life of your loved one with onr Months Mind occurred 9th Mﬂ}' 2021

expert Design Team, : :
All onr Cards are individually designed Months Mind Mass will be celebrated

“ unigue keepsakes, with no hidden :Fmrr:ﬁ in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
Sor additional photos or images. \ this Sunday 16" May at 11:15am.

known to God,

Loved and remembered by all his loving

Portlanise Co.Laols. o o R i : family & friends.
8057 86 34050 o

www.mochuaprint.ie
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0™ BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE [

MARGARET LEECH | In Loving Memory of
Ridge Road, Portlaoise. PATRICK (Paddy) DOYLE

Anniversary away from home. 64 Lakeglen, Portlacise. Birthday eccurred 14" May.
Thinking of you on your birthday, with
sadness in our hearts,
Far a very special someone, from whom
we had to part.
Another birthday, another year,
With precious memories of one so dear,
- Thoughts today of our lives together,
Hold a love that will live forever.

Sadly missed, foved and remembered by bis wife Nan f family,
Till the shadows lengthen

Rest in " Reace Raddy
And the evening comes. i F
Hind he bosgycmarkt i Bragin % Cherished Memories of ? .

And the fever of life is over and our work 15 done.
Then in His merc) DAVE LALOR
May Fe give us a safe fodeing. Hawthorn Drive, Portlaoise.
And holv rest 22™ Anniversary occurs 19" May 2021

And peace at the last.
Dad:
Margaret’s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in ; : ;
St. Mary's Church, Wolfhill, this Sunday 16™ May at 10am. A daily Iﬁqugﬁz, a silent tear,
A constant wish that you were fiere.
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Loved and very much missed by Anne, Elizabeth, Colette,
Geraldine, Michelle and families. Love and miss vou always

] Diaddy, Gerard x
Rast in Peace Oﬁfargarﬂ s

% In Loving Memory of

KATHLEEN McHUGH
Temperence St. Abbeyleix, Co. Laois. Thinking of you afways.
1%t Anniversary occurs 16 May 2021 Love and miss you always Daddy
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated Marie, Christy, Kyle and Finn xxxx
in the Church of the Most Holy
Rosary, Abbeyleix, this weekend [PadACirandad
15" /16™ May. Always tn our thouglits and forever in our frearts.
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Fveryday in some small way,

’? Di‘ﬂ':'n":'}ff C randad
Th m:gﬂ ts rgf YOu come our way.
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Sadly missed along life’s way, Sadly missed evervday, Daithi, Marguerite,
Quietly remembered everyday, Shauna, Oisin & Cillian xxxxx
Mo longer in our lives to share,
But in our hearts you are always there. Also remembering

Sadly missed by oll her loving family. MARY (JEJ ?:iil:ﬁ HEALY

(Reast in E’m Kathleen S 22" Anniversary occurs

11" May 2021
In Loving Memory of Dad ?
' WAl those who think_of Molly
MICHAEL TIMMONS : today, a little prayer to Jesus say.
33 O' Moore Place, Portlaoise. i

30" Anniversary occurs 18" May 2021 Missed evervday by her loving daughters,
il th o dbik cfad sons-in-law and grandchildren
il thos thi B ; £ ay, . |
Wi R.:-;L:w o think of [ 2ad to Y Anniversary Mass for Dave & Maolly will be
Alittle prager to Jesus say. celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
Sadly missed by his loving family. this Sunday 1 G May at 10am.

Clay Qare & CMolly Rest in Reace
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In Loving Memory of
TERESA KHANDKER

London and formerly Portlaoise.
Sadly missed but forever loved on your
2" Anniversary
We who love you, sadly miss you,
As it dawns another year,
In our lonely hours of thinking,
Thoughts of you are ever near.

Loved and missed by all fier foving
family and friends.

Rest in Peace ‘Ceresa

€ InLoving Memory of ¥

A wonderful fTusband, Father, Grandfather & Great-grandfather

JOHN (Johnnie) PRESTON

Late of 28 8t. John's 8q. Portlaoise.
274 Anniversary occurs {1 May 2021

Speak to me as you have always done,
Remember the good times, laughter
and fun,
Share the happy memories we've
made, do not let them wither or fade,
I've rested my eyes and gone to
sleep, but memories we've shared
are yours to keep,
Sometimes our final days may be a
test, but remember me when | was at
my best,
Although things may not be the same, don’t be afraid to use
my name. Let your sorrow last for just a while,
Comfort each other and try to smile.

Deeply loved, sadly missed, your loving wife Eileen xxx.

Anmiversary Mass will be celebrated in Sis. Peter & Panl's
Parish Church, this Sunday 16™ May at 11:15am.

DAD;

We walk beside you through the world today,
In dreams we see you as we go our way,
Please God one day we'll hold your hand,
And walk beside you through the golden land,
You left us peaceful memaories, your love is still our guide,
And though we cannot see you Dad,
You are always at our side.

Loved always and never forgotten by your loving daughters,
sons, daughters-in-law & son-in-laow xex

GRANDAD;

Though absent you are always near,
Still loved, still missed, stll very dear.

Missed and loved always from your loving grandchildren
and grea-grandchildren xxe

May ~John (Rest in Peave
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? ? Anniversary Remembrance
- TERESA KHANDKER

London and formerly Portlavise. 2" Anniversary.
Staning Star
The angels looked down from
Heaven one night,
They searched for miles afar,
And deep within the distance,
They could see a shining star,
N, They knew that very instant,
4 That the star was theirs to gain,
So they took you up to Heaven, forever to remain,
Look down on us from Heaven,
Keep us free from hurt and pain,
You'll always be within my heart, until we meet again.
Loved and missed everyday Pal, until we meet again,
Frances and Tom.

Rest in Peave Ceoresa

? In Loving Memory of ?
| ALICE PARNELL |

“Avondale”, Old Knockmay Road, Portlacise.
2 Anniversary occurs 16% May 2021

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
Portlacise, on Sunday 16" May at 10am.

We will never forget you, we don't
even try, we just miss you more,
as time goes by.

Loved and remembered by fer husband Kieran,
son Michael daughter Lisa, daughter-in-law Ann,
son-in-law Peter, grandchildren Aoife, Rachel Adam,
Laura and Conor, relatives and friends.

CMay Alice Rest in ' Reace

In Loving Memory of ?
~ Fr. NOEL BYRNE (20 Anniversary)

And his Sister Carmel (18" Anniversary)
Both anniversaries occur at this time.

Unseen and
unheard but
always near,
Sall loved, stiff
missed and

very dear. .

Also remembering our parents Joe and Margaret and
daughter-in-law Margaret
Loved and remembered by all their loving famly.

CMay Chey Rest in Reace

1 =" - == - - =

) ¢

5 ¥

£l
L)

£l
L

A
Ty

£l

£l
L)

£Ll

£l
L)

£l

A
ar

A
vy



@ In Loving Memory of
OUR BROTHER JIM DOYLE

Late of 37 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
7" Anniversary occurs 17" May 2021.

fj.r'r.)f."l:t:.r;

A day that's filled with sadness, is
here with us taday,
To mark the time you left us, in
such a sudden way,

To us you were so special,
What more is there to say?,
We only wish with all our hearts,
That you were here today.
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L:ﬁwf always, never forgotten, your loving sisters;
Ellen, Guggie, Mary and families xx
Rest in " Reace ~Jim

4

4

4b

4

OUR MAM MARY (Mai) DOYLE

Late of 37 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
20" Anniversary occurred 13" May 2021,

4

4

Mam; Our lives go on without you
Though nothing is the same
We have to hide the heartache
When someone speaks your name
You did so many things for us
Your heart was kind and true

As long as we were happy, you were happy too.

4

M

M

Loved afways, never forgotten, your loving daughters,
Ellen, Guggre, Mary and families.
A

L1

Rest in Reave CMai
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In Loving Memory of
Our Parents
NNE & THOMAS HILLIARD

23 a-’lrfarfmi Avenue, Portlaoise.
38™ Anniversary
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both is a heartache that never goes away.

Sadly missed by all their loving family.

(1

@ InLoving Memory of ®

%

Deep in our hearts you both will stay, missing you
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In Loving Memory of
ANNE CADOGAN

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.
4" Anniversary occurred 12" May 2021.
5 We cannot bring the old days back, when
! we were all together,
The family chain is broken now, but
memaories last forever,

Sadly missed by all hier loving family.

A A A A A A A A A A 4 4
"

L

hL#

LA

LA

LA

In Loving Memory of

ClMay Anne Rest in ' Reave
GERARD McCORMACK
26 The Downs, Portlavise.

4" Anniversary occurred 13" May 2021.

In God's care you rest above,

In our hearts you rest in love,
Mever more than a thought away,
Loved and remembered everyday.

\LJ

\LJ

\Lf

\Lf

Sadly missed by his wife Philomena, sons
Patrick, Ciaran and Declan, daughters
Alice and Brenda, grandchildren,
extended family and friends.

CMay Gerard Rest in Reace
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Portlaoise
Stone Centre

+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

¢ We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.

+ Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

+ Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.

¢ Cement top and wide range of chippings available.

+ We also supply and fit artificial grass.

+ We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

+ All grave work carried out to a high standard.
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Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie
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¥

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaocise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie
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+ KEEGAN'S ¥+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

)
b @
Contact Matthew

087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
[opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)
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Contact;

057-B620567

PAUL; 0B7-2562137 -
MIALL;

086-2770095
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DEs & CARMEL MORAN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois
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24 hour service and personalised attention

£1
¥

{,) 057-8731115
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) Carme| DB7-6144280
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Des 087-2794532
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| moranundertakerslaois@gmail.com
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Since the 1940's the Kelly family have

£l
WL}

been providing Funeral Services in the

Abbeyleix area.
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‘We offer a 24 hour personal and

Street
Abbeyleix
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professional funeral service,
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TRIDUUM IN PREPARATION FOR |
PENTECOST

The Ursulines of Mary
Immaculate

Maogello Conven
ity L

St. Fintan's Church, Raheen
Thurs zoth May: 4pm - 7pm Adoration
Friz2ist: 6Gam- 7pm Adoration

Sat 22nd: 7pm IHoly Mass & Adoration

Adoration; every Sunday in the Church of
the Assumption, the Heath, from 2:45pm to
4pm.

Ballinakill every Friday, 3pm-6pm.
Shanahoe every Friday, 1:45-3pm, Rosary
at 2:30pm, followed by Divine Mercy
Chaplet. Adoration on Sundays 2.55-4pm.
For the month of May, we will be reciting
the Rosary, Monday to Saturday evenings
at 7:30pm and 2:30pm Sunday (respecting
social distancing and HSE guidelines).

Knock Church every Saturday from 7pm to
Bpm.

Ballyroan every Friday, 10am-4pm.
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Result sheets are
Portlaoise Parish  availabte on our
Facebook_page, Twitter,
Parish Website,
the Parish Centre and
in the Church porches.

World

Communications Day
2021

Come and See

"The invitation to “come and see”,
which was part of those first moving
encounters of Jesus with the disciples,
is also the method for all authentic human communication. In
order to tell the truth of life that becomes history (cf. Message for
the 54th World Communications Day, 24 January 2020), it is
necessary to move beyond the complacent attitude that we
“already know"” certain things. Instead, we need to go and see
them for ourselves, to spend time with people, to listen to their
stories and te confront reality, which always in some way
surprises us. "

From Pope Francis' World Communications Day Message

Pope Francis warns us of the great issue of reporting.
Investigative reporting is sometimes side stepped in favour of
faster means. Some reporters are coming to rely on creating
stories without ever “hitting the streets’, creating stories in front
of computers and social networks. We in tum learm about the
world from newscasts and the internet without ever meeting
people face to face. Today's invitation is to learn about the world
through genuine encounter.

Priests of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

- Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8661605

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who
have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish during
this time of Lockdown. The generosity of so many means we
continue to be well supported and can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBKS3327916658045
Portlaocise Parish Clergy Fund Account:

IBAM: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church
Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish | Centre

2 T

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Syhil and 5r. Julie
All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times
057 8600119)

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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the world unites in prayer

7 DAY EUCHARISTIC ADORATION
PRAYING FORINDIA

16th - 23th May
7.30PM




