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Success, Power and Wealth
If you took a survey out onto the street asking, "Which people
would we regard as the most successful 7" celebrities like Bill
Gates or Simon Cowell might figure highly on the list.
Favourite pop idols, film stars, sports people and royalty might
be up there too. It seems that we measure success in terms of
popularity, glamour, money and power. Even in our own not so
famous circles, we strive for status and job promotion. With
promotion comes extra responsibility and with that extra
responsibility, increased power to our elbow.
The disciples may well have been feeling bemused in today's
gospel story, Jesus tells them that man will hand him over to
his death. The disciples were probably wondering why Jesus
should succumb to this kind of ignominy. After all, wasn't he
the Son of God? Couldn't he exercise some power? Who
knows, perhaps it was this idea that prompted their
conversation on the way to Capernaum. We are told that the
disciples were discussing amongst each other, which of them
was the greatest. They must have known deep down, that
Jesus would not approve of this discussion, because when
Jesus asks them what they were talking about, they fall silent
with shame.
Jesus places a small child in their midst to teach them a
lesson. He is asking them, and us, to accept the child's world
as our own. We are asked to accept a world of vulnerability
and absence of status. We are asked to take stock. Who do
we look up to in our society? Do we look down on those who
appear to lack ambition or position? Today we remember that
Jesus' way is not of pomp and circumstance, but of servitude
and humility. We have to learn that success is not about what
we have, but about who we are.

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday - Friday: 7.30am, 10am & 1lam
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTIOMN, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am

We welcome into our Parish Community
Adam Sean Phelan, Maryborough Village
lack Michael Ryan, Oaktree Avenue
Fiadh Carol Dunne, Knocknagrove
Callum Jlames Woodhouse, Lymington
Henry Lawrence Dunphy, Rinuceini Court
Jack Liam Greaney-Kelly, Loughteague.

Baptised last weekend

Twenty-Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time

Wisdom 2:12, 17-20 Ps. 53:3-6, §,
lames 3:16-4:3. Mark 9:30-37

The following prayer to St. Peregrine [ patron for those
who live with cancer).

Prayer to Saint Peregrine

O great 5t. Peregrine, you have been called
"The Mighty,” "The Wonder Worker," because of
the numerous miracles which vyou have
obtained from God for those who have had
recourse to you. For so many years you bore in
your own flesh this cancerous disease that
destroys the wvery fibre of our being, and who had recourse
to the source of all grace when the power of man could do
no mare. You were favoured with the vision of Jesus coming
down from His Cross to heal your affliction. Ask of God and
Our Lady, the cure of the sick whom we entrust to you.
Aided in this way by your powerful intercession, we shall
| sing to God, now and for all eternity, a song of gratitude for
His great goodness and mercy. Amen.

Saint Matthew

21 September
One day, as Our Lord was
walking by the Sea of Galilee,
3| he saw, seated in his customs
bureau, Levi the publican,
whose business it was to
collect the taxes from the people for their
Roman masters. Jesus said to him: "Follow
me,"” Leaving all behind, Matthew arose
and did so, thereby giving us all an example of
the way in which we should respond to grace.
The humble Matthew, as he was thereafter
called, tells us himself in his Gospel that he
was Levi, one of those publicans abhorred by
the Jews as enemies of their country, outcasts
and notorious sinners, who  enriched
themselves by extortion and fraud. Other than
this, we know little about 5t. Matthew as a
person, but we know for certain that he was a
worthy and faithful disciple, unquestionably a
gifted writer and one of the better educated of
the apostles.




MULHALL MEATS

% (STABLISHED 193;

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eve of Round Roast
\watlable Mon 20th Sept - Sun 3nd Ot Onl

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Cpen Every Sunday 9am - 5pm

AUDIOLOGIST * ¢
HEARING AID |

consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
T., M.I.S.

» Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids availoble incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €£€1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

= Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
= Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)
= Eor Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*=STRIT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LINE WATH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES™®

Laous Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE BSc MSc MISCP
NicolLA CALDBECK BSc MISCP MAACP
CONOR BOLTON BSc MSc MISCP

Starting week of 6" September for

6 week block catering for all levels.

Classes will take place on Mondays

(evenings) and Tuesdays (morning

only). Please contact Susan in the

clinic on 087-9945057 to book into
a session.

Osteoporosis exercise classes are
ongoing and can be joined at anytime,
please enquire at the clinic for more
information on times.




SNkl  DUNAMASE ANTIQUES

Antigue Furniture, Lamps, China Tea Sets.
Kitchen Copper and Brass ware, Mirrors.
Pub Memorabilia, "Man Caves World".

Pictures: Michael Collins, Guinness, Whiskies,
Laois/Leix All Ireland Winner 1915.

Waterford Crystal and others.
Mason's Mandlay China.

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Pro—lcgggi,gm[, voealist Main Street, Portlaoise, 085- ?ES?ZUE- 'F
Open Monday - Saturday 10:30am-5pm

All major credit cards accepted. Delivery all over Ireland, UK, Europe etc.

AZVERTS www.dunamaseantigues.com [FFTFETS

Elaine walsh
MchM-cMﬁfmﬁ SOprAng

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

Available for Weddings and Funerals. Wide ranging repertoire,

can sing/learn any soeng on request, « NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
085-2038148 | E-mail; elainewalshsoprano@gmail.com * NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
[ claine Walsh Soprano Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

_[ Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@) @techmarketirl m ACCESSORIES

lelglgle school
— 100 exam questions

JUNIOR CERT

— wWww.mathsmadeeasygrinds.ie

™ 0852121703

Annefield House,
Dublin Road, Portlaoise
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Further Education & Training Centre

LIFELONG LEARNING DEPARTMENT

PAYROLL TECHNIQUES calLevel6

STARTS: Wed, 22nd Sept 2021 Wed, 20th Jan 2022

TIME: 6:30pm -10:00pm :6:30pm -10:00pm

DURATION: 9 weeks RAT ‘9 weeks Face to face
classes at

TOTAL COST OF COURSE: €1,090* the Centre

O | P ASS e etaad

For more information log on to : www.portarlingtonfetc.ie [fj
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HO it 1‘
SHop )
Peppers Lane Portlaoise
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J.W. Roofing

We generously donate to hospice care o il B8

locally and have done so continuously since
our shop opened!

We are now in need of furniture: / ROOFII:((EE:E‘EPEE ﬁl LAOIS | '_t;}
Beds, wardrobes, dressing tables, bedside SHOP LOCAL L e

lockers, tables, chairs etc.

Ladies, gents and children’s clothing & all
types of bric-a-brac

N

Your gift helps to make people’s lives more

BN ot o GUTTER CLEANING

comfortable TOOF FREE +ROOF INSPECTION

Our gift helps hospice care 0 oo |r-4-.. l]NI.Y EBU
We can collect on request at your CONTACT James

0B9 4892441

convenience jwroofing77@gmail.com

Contact Kevin: 0879586057

wiww. jwroofing.ie




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 10 years experience
089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing rneeds
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Beilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systermns
Ramaving all the old sludge and water that has built up

in your radiators and bobars over the years with clean
water and Inhigitors to reduce fuel bills and save money.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE
Gardening incl. hedge
cutting and landscaping.
All jobs considered for a
reasonable price.
Phone Jim;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-6885017
PODIATRIST ﬂﬂl\w MIDLAND
MAY COLLINS Extensions, renovations and M
Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST alterations. Domestic Plumbing, REPAIRS

2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 087-6542742

Fint 089-2544890

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

087-9080211

GENERAL HANDYMAN
AVAILABLE
For all your Home Maintenance
requirements;

Indoor and Outdoor jobs, Renovations,
Gardening, Grass & Hedge Cutting,
Painting, Tiling, General Repairs,
Concreting, Garden Sheds built.
All Jobs catered for!

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;

LAWN CUTTING SERVICES
Person available for lawn
cutting and strimming.
Grass removed afterwards
and area left tidy. Reasonable
prices. For further details,
please phone Brendan;

Contact: 087-7177407 087-3903995 086-8968058
FRENCH GRINDS ACCOMODATION RAMPS & RAILS
o sonaned | meouiRep | (5, conrte ranos i

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in
spoken French.

I have lived in France for one
year, Master's in French literature
from Leiden University.

087-2841468

3 bedroom house wanted
for & months lease
approx. from November,
dates are flexible.

086-8320150

el steel handrails installed
to provide safe access
for everyone.
All welding services available.
For more info. call David;

087-2675106

FUEL FOR SALE

3 net bags of Logs €3

5 bags of Kindling €10
Orders over €50 receive
two bags of kindling free
Free delivery to suit. Tel.
Fintan 087-7645855

COMPANIONSHIP
Genuine Lady mid 60's
would like to meet nice
gentleman 60-65 for
travel & social outings.
Please phone
087-9432387

CARER/COMPANION AVATLABLE
Mature lady who has worked as a
Carer most of her adult life, available
to assist elderly person/couple with
shopping, personal tasks, light
housework or just companionship.
Many courses completed in all aspects
of Healthcare. Full driving licence.
Garda vetted. Fully vaccinated.
References avallable. Contact;

087-1221459 after 6pm




LIFT
REQUIRED

from
Portlaoise to Kilkenny
Approx. 3 days per week
Willing to share expenses.

TO RENT
3 bedroom house
available to rent,
5 miles from Portlaoise
in Ballyroan area. For
further information tel.

Employ " (ijService Midlands

Would wou like help to get a job?
Do you have an illness, injury or
disability? Fur further info. tel.

057-9323901

Portiaolse Action

To Homelassness | ]

P.A.T.H. travel to Dublin
Wednesdays at 6.30pm and

Saturdays at 5.15pm, leaving
the Church Carpark. People

with donations can meet us at
the van at the above times.

Thank you for yvour support.

Slimming

World

In the Killeshin
Dublin Road, Portla

Tow oferating Full Slimming Workd Serice
Tuesday Morning

9am and 10:30a

taste

the

Saturday Morning

Tel. 087-4161992 086-8375975 www.employabilitymidlands.com
.gee LIkE Hon,, JACK AND JILL CHARITY SHOP
'“"f"' - i H..:f‘ 2A Kea Lew Business Park, Portlacise. PUBLIC MEETING
’t_ i We are currently looking for volunteers. to discuss the future of
bcif:r?‘]lu ¢ If you would like to donate your time, please pop into Shanahoe Hall
L -"PEEF”""D”%% P our shop and speak with Julie and funding possibilities

[eoenciding with our AGM which was delayed due to covid)

Thursday September 30th 2021
at 8pm in Shanahoe Church

Quilting Course

Portlaoise Family Resource Centre

This is your chance o have your say
in the future of the

Lirtoetb Shanahoe Parish Community Hall
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Hotel
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Msgr. John, Anna May McHugh, Bishop Denis, Conor Bergin

i A very successful All Ireland ploughing championship
took place at Ratheniska during the week albeit

behind ‘closed gates’ due to the pandemic.

Contact Ingrid;
086 8040285
To book your place

8am, 9:30am and 11am

Over 300 competitors took part. In a year when the

concentration was indeed on the ploughing.

We look forward to next year when the 100's of
thousands will be welcomed to Ratheniska for the

S
nmmy
-~ WORLD f

occasion.




LAOIS Have a Cuppa in aid of

Laois Hospice Foundation

Thursday 23" September
Ireland’s Biggest Coffee Morning sponsored by Bewley’s

Host a socially distanced or virtual coffee morning and raise funds for Laois Hospice
Foundation. This year due to Covid-19 restrictions coffee morning hosts are encouraged to
host socially distanced or virtual coffee mornings to ensure the safety of attendees and
that government guidelines are adhered to.

It is hoped that this year’s events whether held in small groups
in homes or virtually with colleagues or friends will raise much
needed funds for Laois Hospice. If you would like to be a host please
contact; Seamus O’ Donoghue, Laois Hospice on 086-8709311 for supply
of coffee. All monies collected in Laois are spent on hospice services
1o the people of Laois. Thank you for your continued support.
And remember every cup counts and please keep safe!

-

AL IA\EN Al —_— WATER SOFTENERS
L e 1] A AVA N Y | ; Trom Filiers, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
- - : - - S Complete Home and Industrial Water Treatment Systems

g 4 d F
Sales & Service

Local authority Grants available to bring individual private well supplies up

GA R\I.l" H O F M E ISTE R | to E. U, Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 years old

(Wor available to people on maing warer supplies)

Tiler AQUA TREATMENT

: : 2 x i o Dromadoon, Mountrath Rd., Portlacise | www.aquatreatment.ie
Ballyfin, Portlaoise, Laois | 085-7286698 Tel: 057-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318

Q&N-‘- CENTREPOINT CARPETS LTD

“ EYLEKIPROE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TIMAH Y. PORTLACISE, CO. LADIS
SITUATED BETWEEN LIAM FITZPATRICK T 5 AND MC LDS

-

Phone/Fax; 057-8620792 | E-mail; centrepaintcarpets@gmail .com

We are Suppliers of -
= Carpets = Vinyls = Wood Flooring *= Rugs # Blinds
* Mattresses # Beds # Bedroom Furniture * Pillows

Ladies Goldrush Parkland Mountain
Trailer Bike for sale, used only once,
price on request. Tel. 057 8622454

Www.centrepointcarpets.ic
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Portarlington

PORTARLINGTON

Further Education & Training Centre

We are here to support you

to make the right decision.

Enrolments are taking place in QQl accredited
full-time & part-time programmes in:

ISNOW THE
TIME FOR YOU
TO CHANGE
YOUR CAREER? /J

* Return toLearning, Healthcare Support
= Early Learning & Care

= Office Administration

¢ Advanced Administration

i DO YOU WANT
TOLEARNA .
NEW SKILL? * Social Care

¢ The Certificate for the Accounting Technicians
* The Diplomna for the Accounting Technicians

ErrTaG =
Il' ? | ll Iu:uhEImlnn Ao Bapach
U | oosenment o Treland e
' Eifinsas Lvson

Talk tous on Follow us on
0578623161 FAceEsook Bi

MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
GET YOURSELF NOHCFD

¢

- Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 . 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie Q000066




The Key to Greatness

Look at your Mam or Dad’'s Key ring! Have you ever seen so
many keys? They come in all different shapes and sizes. Which
keys do you think is the most important? Well, if I want to get
into my house, the key for my front door would be the most
important key. If I wanted to drive my car, my car key would
be the most important.

It would be pretty silly to argue about which of these keys is the most important,
wouldn't it? How about people? Have you ever heard people arguing among themselves
about which of them is the greatest? I have! You might be surprised to know that even
Jesus' disciples had such an argument. One day the disciples were walking along the road
with Jesus and they began arguing among themselves. Jesus overheard them, and when
they got to the place where they were going, he asked, "What were you arguing about on
the road?" The disciples suddenly got very quiet. They were embarrassed because they
had been arguing about which of them was the greatest.

Jesus sat down and called his disciples to him. "If anyone wants to be first," he said, "he
must be the very last, and be the servant of everyone else."

Now that wasn't exactly what the disciples wanted to hear. They were hoping to hear
Jesus say that they were going to have a position of great importance in his kingdom.
Instead, Jesus called a little child over to him a took him in his arms. "Anyone who
welcomes one of these little children also welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me, also
welcomes the one who sent me."

If I were to ask you, "Who is the greatest person who ever lived?" What would your
answer be? Would you name a famous singer? A movie star? A world leader? I think we
would all agree that Jesus Christ was the greatest person who ever lived. Why? Because,
although he was God, he gave up all of his divine privileges and became a servant.

There are a lot of keys on my own key ring. One key you won't find on this key ring is the
key to greatness, The key to greatness is to have a servant's heart. A heart like Jesus.

PRAY R

Heavenly Father, give us a heart like Jesus.
In his name we pray.
Amen.




The Key to Greatness r

Complete the sentences by filling in the blanks
. with the correct words from the word bank at the
bottom of the page.

|
They came to Capernaum. When he was in the house, he asked them,

“"What were you about on the road?” But they kept
because on the way they had argued about
who was the

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, "If anyone wants to be r

he must be the very , and the of all.”

He took a little and had him stand among them. Taking him in his
arms, he said to them, "Whoever one of these little in
my welcomes me; and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but

the one who sent me."”
welcomes first child greatest servant
last children quiet name arguing

Sitting down, Jesus called the Twelve and said, “If anyone wants to be first, he
must be the very last, and the servant of all.” Mark 9:30-37

1 2 C
4
5
6
F 4
8
ACROSS DOWN
2. A building where people live, 1. A very young person
especially a family 3. Someone who is employed to
6. The one coming after all others perform services for others.
7. A public way of the travel of 4. Smallin size
vehicles, people and animals 5. The one coming before all

8. A person or thing of the highest

ROAD GREATEST SERVANT FIRST
LAST CHILD HOUSE LITTLE

Congratulations to all the boys and girls who received their sacraments recently.




TIME

Perhaps this harvest time is an opportunity for us all,
to acknowledge the fruits that we all have in the depth
of our being. Fruits that take a lot of time to grow and
mature intoc the beautiful personality and unique
qualities that are particular to all our stories. The gift
of grandparents who embody the story of every
harvest, parents who respond so generously to the
needs of their children., Parenting I'm sure in many
ways could be likened to tending the needs of the
vineyard, it is constant, demanding, most challenging
and In many ways totally dependent on the
unconditional generosity and reservoir of love, that
provides for the needs of family life. I am often truly
inspired by the time and indeed sacrifices that so
many wonderful parents, so often make for thair
children in order to allow them to grow and realise the
best possible harvest for their family. No fruit or talent
can reallse its potential without effort and work,

So much of what we are giving thanks for is the
proeduct of an industrial system designed to treat
everything as a commaodity and us as the consumer.
The purpose of the "market” is to make a profit by
processing everything. The Earth and all its produce Is
raw materials to feed into a factory that churns out
processed “stuff” that is supposed to be designed for
us. And the advertising is there to convince us that it
is good, wholesome and that we must buy it. The
machines that process it are operated by a few folk
who are there to make sure it |s functioning eg.
£60,000 machines that identify if the wvegetables are
the right colour or shape. Or we employ people on low
wages to do monotonous, soul destroying tasks such
as removing blemished misshapen fruit. Or the sweat
shops where our cheap clothes are produced that we
wear a few times and then throw away.

And we convince ourselves that this is the right thing
to do because we need to be able to feed, clothe and
house our growing population. Money rather than
community has become our primary source of security
and we have moved from a place where belonging
matters to a place where belongings matter. Are these
the things that we have come to say thank you to God
for?

At the start of the pandemic, the international
community had agreed to distribute available vaccines
fairly worldwide. After more than a year of lockdowns
and millions of infections and deaths, little remains of
this promise. While rich countries have secured the
majority of available wvaccine doses, many poor
countries still have none, including many countries in
Africa, The COVAX wvaccine alliance has started to
supply these countries with wvaccines, but this is
progressing too slowly, therefore, a decision should
now be made about temporary suspension of the
patents for coronavirus vaccines. This would make it
possible to quickly expand global vaccine production
at additional locations worldwide.

When I read the Gospels and the Old Testament
prophets I find a lesus and a God who stand for
something so different. To Jesus people mattered.
Their quality of life was more important than the
quantity of wealth., He spoke of a God, a Father who
knows how to give good gifts to His children.

. HARVEST THANKSGIVING. . .. ..

TO THINI!

A TIME FOR JUSTICE

He spoke out against the systems that were only
interested in power, in creating wealth and profit, that
turned God's beautiful creation into raw materials for
its businesses, that trampled over everyone,

Jesus and the prophets told a different story, of a
world where love, justice and mercy were available in
huge measure. Where no one would be in need, where
people live in peace with each other and with nature.
Where, as we heard last week, God Is our lover.
Where the rich and the powerful are challenged and
changed. A story of revolution and transformation.

We tell a different story every Sunday when we come
together as a community. Our liturgy tells the story of
how we have failed to live in peace with each other
and nature but our Creator God is providing a way to
healing, restoration, re-union.

I feel that we are so disconnected from nature and
from what we consume. We arent separate from
nature, we are part of nature. But we behave more
like a cancerous growth, out of control and destroving
all the rest of life, and ourselves as well. It is time we
listened to the prophets and not the profit!

As I've said before, I believe passionately that there is
more than enough for everyone in the world if only we
were to re-write the story and we were to live more
simply and share more equally. If we were to act
justly, to love mercy and to walk more humbly with
our God. Then we would really recognise the beautiful
abundance that God has given us and really be able to
give Him the thanks and praise that has given us all a
rich bounty.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 19,500 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaociseparish.ie/articles



THE SHRINE AT MARKET SQUARE
Built to mark

The Marian Year 1954

A Rosary to mark its
repair and redecoration
Next Friday 24™ 8pm

It stands on the site of the former Town Hall (1885 - 1945). The Town hall designed
by the English-born architect, John Hampden Shaw, was a magnificent building
which housed the Town Clerk's office and various other municipal offices, a Concert
Hall and a Billiards Room..... Its dancing days well over, and in a state of disrepair,
the Town Hall burned down in March, 1945. The following September, the Town
Commissioners appointed a committee to find a site for a new hall which would "be
a credit to the town". One of the suggested sites was Lyster Lane, but this, of
course, never happened and, in September 1949, the Leinster Express reported that
'the Town Commission at long last agreed that the unsightly ruins of the Town Hall,
the greatest eyesore in Portlacise was to be demolished'.

And so it was in October of that year to honour the forthcoming Marian Year of
1954, the Men’'s Confraternity planned to erect the Shrine of Mary Immaculate,
Mother of God. The County Engineer objected on the grounds that a statue would
'reduce the vision of drivers approaching the town from the Mountrath and Abbeyleix
Roads', but religious sentiment prevailed. Most of the ?,500 cost was raised by
selling raffle tickets and, amid what the Leinster Express described as 'scenes of
piety and fervour never before experienced in the town', the Shrine was blessed and
dedicated in December 1953. To mark the occasion, the town was 'gaily decorated
with bunting and flags, while miniature shrines, tastefully illuminated, and adorned
practically every house'. T. C Kelly's loudspeakers relayed the unveiling ceremony
throughout the town. The statue itself is made of Carrera marble and the railings are
the work of local man, Din Tynan whose forge once stood at the corner of Grattan
Street and Tea Lane. Employees of the long-gone Irish Worsted Mills sponsored the
decorations and lights for the ceremony. Over the years, as well as a place of
private devotion, the Shrine has been the venue of an atmospheric Midnight Rosary
on New Year's Eve, and remains a popular landmark. Referring to the moving
statues phenomenon which shook the country in 1985, a surviving member of the
original Shrine Committee proudly proclaimed that "ours never stirred".

(an excerpt from an article on ‘the Market Square’ which appears on the website www.portlacisepictures.com)

Catherine Quigley - Thank You!

Our thanks and appreciation to Catherine Quigley (née

Whelan) who after 40 years service to Music Ministry in St.
* Peter and Paul's Church has retired. Catherine’s 10am Mass
girls choir enriched our prayer and worship for 4 decades. In
that time 100's of girls, pupils of Sacred Heart and 5coil
Mhuire primary schools passed through her hands as Choir
Mistress and Organist. We are very grateful for her service as
are many of the girls who were members of that choir down
through the years. We wish Catherine good health and
N happiness in her retirement.
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;
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Deter Carvoll

Ridge Road, Portlaoise
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ﬂre&ﬁr Maﬁer née Fennelly

Rathmoyle, Abbeyleix

(11
¥

Euven though T walk through the dankest valley,
7 fear wo eull; for gou are with wme: your rod

and youn dlaff - Uhey comfort me.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their familzes.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices
Raheen, Abﬁe_l leix.

Anniversary occurs 26" September 2021

? In
r } Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

Loving Memory of
TERESA MOFFITT

(11
"

g
St. Fintan's Church, Raheen, on
Saturday 25" September at 7pm.
The world changes from year to year,
Our fives from day to day, but the love
and memory of you, shall never pass away.

Loved and missed by all her family.

Rest in Peace Ceresa

(1] (1}

? In Loving Memory of
MARTIN CAHILL

Kylevalley, Stradbally, Co. Laois. 5" Anniversary.
St Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Holy Cross Church,
Ratheniska, Sunday 19" September at 10am
Those we love don't go away,
The walk_beside us everyday,
Unseen, unheard, but alfways near,
Still foved, still missed. still very dear.

Love and miss you, Mary, Julleka, Janie,
Elzabath, Martina, Joleene, sons-in-faw,
dauvghter-in-law and grandchildren xxxxx

Oi{ap Chtartin Rest in Reace

? In Loving Memory of ?
SEAN O’ REILLY
Borris Road, Portlaoise.
13" Anniversary occurs 24 September 2021.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Saturday 25" September at 10am.

There are some we meet in passing,
and forget as soon as they go,
There are some we remember with
pleasure and feel honoured and
privileged to know,
' You were that kind of person who left
beautiful memaories behind,
And there are many days which bring

fond memaories of you to mind.
Sadlyy missed by his loving wife Nancy, sons Aldan and
L= L . u i

Moel and all his family, exteaded fomily g friends.

Rest in Reace Obean
) ¢

In Loving Memory of
PETER CULLEN
6 Oaklawn, Portlacise. 10" Anniversary occurs at this time.
10" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Church, Portlacise,
Sunday 26" September at 11.15am.

Your hand we cannot touch, st we have so
many memories of the one we loved so much,
Your memory is our KeepsaRe, with which
we'll never part, God has you in His Keeping,
we fhave you int our hearts.

Sadly missed by all his loving family and friends.
CMay Reter Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of
JAMES (Jimmy) HILLIARD

|

63 Marian Avenue, Portlacise. 1™ Anniversary.

1* Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Wednesday 22™ September at 10am.

Treasured thoughts of one so dear,
Often bring a silent tear,
Thoughts of scenes long past,
Years roll on but memories last.

Missed, loved and remembered by fis daughrer Flizabeth,
son-in-law Diarmwid, grandchildren fenniter, Nicole, Bernard,
Rebecca and partners and Wis great-grandchildren.

Rest in " Reace ~Jimmy
You are the
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% ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
' In Loving Memory of
TERESA CONROY (née Sawyer)
Ballyvdavis, Pﬂrﬂﬂmse.
iz 4nnwermrr occurs 26™ September 2021

Teresa's daughter Mary, son Brendan,
son-in-law Joe, daughter-in-law Anne
and grandchildren wish to express
their sincere thanks and heartfelt
gratitude to all who supported and
sympathised with us. A special thank
you to all those who sent messages,
Mass cards, posted condolences
online, who attended her funeral
Mass via webcam, stood in the church
wvard and lined the funeral route.
& special thanks to Dr. Anna Guillane and the staff at
Annebrook Medical Centre for their care and attention
to Teresa over the years. To Dr Flemming and Geraldine
kelly who took great care of Teresa and who were
always very helpful and reassuring with her medical
appointments. To the Doctors and nurses of the
Warfarin Clinic for their kindness to Teresa on her
weekly visits, Thanks to Deirdre and her staff at Laois
Pharmacy who were always so kind and helpful.
& sincere thanks to Teresa's home help team, carers
and meals on wheels who called to see Teresa daily.
To Bernie a personal thank you for your care and
understanding at all times.
Thanks to Fr. David Vard who visited Teresa in hospital
and for his assistance in organising the final celebration
of Teresa's funeral Mass and to Msgr. John Byme,
Fr. Ciprian and Fr. Theodore who also presided, to
Sarah Troy for her beautiful and uplifting music.
To Matthew Keegan and the staff at Keagan's Funeral
Home many thanks for their assistance and guidance
with the arrangements at such a difficult time.
A genuine thank you to the Friends of the Hospital who
through their hard work and dedication to fund raising
have established a lovely family room on the Surgical
Ward allowing family to spend quality time with their
loved ones,
A warm and loving thank you to all Teresa's neighbours,
friends and extended family who called to see Teresa
over the years at her home in Ballydavis, for all the
chats and laughs, cups of tea, for those who prayed
with her, to Michael for bringing Teresa to Mass every
Sunday morning. Thank you all for your kind gestures
and good deeds.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our
grateful appreciation and gratitude.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for vour
intentions.

?
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Teresa's 1** Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on Sunday
2™ September 2021 at 11.15am.

Sadly missed and forever in our thoughts and
prayers, from your loving family.

Rest in Reave Ceresa
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Those we laughed with, leaned on, learmed from and
Love the most, leave the best memories.
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% In Loving Memory of
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Our Dad

JOHN (BAR;\’EU BRENNAN

(36™ An niversary)
D, Mur;:rwj Place, Portlanise.
Died 18" September 1983

Dad, sometimes 11’5 hard to believe that

b

"

"

you have actually gone,
Yet you've let us with an inmer strength
to build our ffves upon,
You ve also ﬁjﬁ‘ gﬂﬂdr memories, witicl within our fiearts

we hold, that no one can ever take away,
Tor e treasure them ﬁ{f HDH
from God above, chosen to fill our fomes

And our Brother
OLIVER PA TRICK BRENNAN

with faughter and with love, :
You were a chosen cfuld that gave us so much pleasure,

Wl

"

Died 25" September 1963.

You were a chosen clild sent douwn

W

Wl

WL

L']rw.if;r: above the rest, a pmfi'om'. pnctrﬁ’s: treasure.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church this
Saturday 18" September at 10am and 5pm.

WL

Sadly wissed by all their loving family and extended family.

May CBarney & liver Rest in ' Reace

Wl

In Loving Memory of

BERNARD FITZPATRICK
Kilfone, Stradbally, Co. Laois
Anniversary occurs at this fime.

"

Bernard's Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the Assumption,
The Heath, Sunday 19" Sept. at 9.30am,

Alehough you can't be frere with us,
W 're truly not apart,
Until the final breath we take,
You T be i rhg i our hearts,

Ll

"

"

In Loving Memory of
CHRISTINE FARRELL

Sadly missed and remembered by
his loving family and friends.
Chay CBearnard Rest in Peave
39 8t John's Sq. Portlaoise.
14" Anniversary occurred 16" September 2021,
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the

Parish Church, Sunday 19" Sept. at 12:30pm.
You left befiind some acling hearts that
loved you most sincere, we never shall and
never will forget you, Mother dear.
Loved and sadly missed by her sons, daughters,

daughters-in-law, sons-in-law, sister Eileen,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

CMay Ghristine Rest in Reace

¢
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

For my dearest Mum

In Loving Memory of
ELIZABETH (Mary) McEVOY née Ryan
64 Beladd, Summerkill Lane, Portlaoise.
22" Sept. 1941 - 7* Birthday away from home.

Missing you on your S0% birthdasy
Mether
You were very kind and thoughtful,
with a warm and loving heart,
And when other people needed help
you always played your part,
You're thought of every single day
whatever time of year, but somehow more than ever
now your special day is here,

Mo presents can be given and that's really very hard,
But there's a world of love inside this special little
card, each memory is shining bright and treasured

dearly too, but memories can't take the place of
someone dear like you.

Happy Birtﬁ{ﬂg te you Mum. Tad_m;r 15 your SR

birthday with the Angels in the qreat skies above.
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Today would have been such a special day but now it
brings sadness and sorrow, if we could share just one
more day, if there was one more tomorrow.

But birthdays are a time for reflection, to look over a
year that has passed, and | can't believe another
year's gone by, the time it goes so fast.

But memories of more happier times in my heart will
stay, I'll treasure each and everyone until we meet
again some day.

So I'll say goodbye for now and blow a kiss to Heaven
above, to wish you a happy 80" birthday Mum and

send you all my love.

o Happy 80 hirthday in FCeaven Mum

| read the cards for Mother and the verses bring a
tear, for the loving words are written to those who are
still here. You always loved the cards | sent, you saved
them through the years, you said they made you feel

so loved, your eyes glistening with tears.

L. 4§ This year when | bring flowers, in my mind your words
' I"ll hear,"they’'re beautiful, you shouldn’t have, but |
s love them, thank you dear”. They say you're in a

better place, | hope and pray it's true, but today is

your birthday and | am still missing you,

| will never let today become just another day because

it will always be your special day.
B
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_God bless you Mother, have a great day
and a happy birthday in Heaven.
==' Love you always, your son James xxx

% '? In Loving Memory of ?

RICHIE

GRAHAM
R:dgr: Rd, Portlaoise.
5" Anniversary occurs
24" September 2021

And his wife
PHYLLIS

GRAHAM
30" Anniversary
occurs 1™ October 2021

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church on Friday 24" September at 10am.
Time unfolds another year,

Memonies Reep you very near,

No need for words except to say,

You are loved and missed each passing day.
Sadly messed and always remendiered by @ora, foke,
Ceara. Daragh. Seamus and all thecr (ootng famdly.

CMay Richic & Rhplls Ratt in Peve
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of our Daddy
KENNETH (Ken) CLEAR
44 ()’ Moore Plac g Portlavise.

S0 ."mfﬁ:fﬂ_l occurs 22" September 2021,
8" birthday away from home.

WL

Wishing you were here today, for
Just a little while, so we could say
Happy Birthday Daddy and see
your loving smile.
The only gifts today will be
memories you left behind, of
laughter, joy and happiness that
echo in our minds,
We'll gaze upon pictures,
52 We'll think of you with love,
And hope you're doing fine in Heaven up above.
You were very kind and thoughtful, with a loving heart,
When other people needed help,
You always played your part.

You're thought of every single day, whatever time of year,
But somehow maore than ever, now your special day is
here.

Mo presents can be given and that's really very sad,
But nothing will stop us saying “Happy 50" Birthday" Dad.
Each memory is shining bright and treasured dearly tog,
Memaries will never take the place of someone as
wonderful as you,

May our friends and family in Heaven, hold you close and
sing you a birthday song, we will be sending a million
hugs and kisses, today and all year long.
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Happy S0+ E-Lrthﬂlnt] addy
Forever in our thoughts
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In Loving Memory of
KATHLEEN DOYLE

45 St. John's Square, Portlavise.
Months Mind occurs at this tine.
Months Mind Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Sunday
19" September at 12:30pm.

%‘
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Sadly missed, loved and
remembered by her loving family.

A | Rt in Reave Gt

(1)

In Loving Memory of
PATRICK (Pad) DOYLE

38 Sr. Brigid's Place.
& Anniversary occurred 17 September 2021.

If we were asked one question, why
we thought the world of you?
We could give a million answers and
they all would be true,
The heartache and the sadness may
not always show, people say it lessens
but little do they kmow,

LN, Meet us in our dreams and talk to us
ance more and ease this everlasting
pain that makes our hearts so sore,

The road without you is so long, a tear for every mile, but we
know one day when we reach the end, you will be waiting for
us with a smile,

(1)

(1)

(1)

Loved and missed abways by your wife Edith and family xx

Rast in Reace Ratrick
) ¢

In Loving Memory of
PATRICK (Pad) DOYLE
A8 5L Brigid's Place, 8™ .4n;1ﬁl¢?.1‘.r:r_‘|.‘ accurred 17 Nepi. 2021,
And his Sister

ANN WHELAN

85 81 Brigid's Place. 20" Anniversary ocenrred recently.
Gone are the days we used
to share, but in our hearts
you are afways there,
The gates of memory will
NETEr I!rl:'.l'.‘l'f, e 155 I}'I'.FH
more than amyone knows,
With tender love and deep

regret, we who fove you, will never forget.

(1]
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Sadly missed, never forgotten by your brother Joe,

Also remembering our mother Mai Doyle and our brothers
Jack, Mickey, Tim and nephew Paul Doyle whose
anniversaries occurred recently. Also ®ad’s sister-in-faw
Kathleen, m:fur.l'}l deceased
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? ? In Loving Memory of €

ANNE E CONROY
3 Rockdale, Mountrath Road, Portlavise.
8" Anniversary occurs at this time.
8" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the Sacred Heart, Arles
on Sunday 26" September at 10am.
WALl those who think of Anne today,
A fittle prayer to Jesus say.
CGreatly missed by Noel, your loving
brothers, sisters and all your
extended family.

O!ff@ Anne Rest in Reave

? ? In Loving Memory of ?
ALAN (Tom) RYAN

L m:efree Avenne and formerly uf Beladd, Portlaoise.
2" Anniversary occurs 19" September 2021.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Sunday 19" September at 11:15am.

We are sending a dove to
Heaven, with a parcel on its
Wings,
Be careful when you open it,
It's full of beautiful things.
Inside are a million kisses,
Wrapped up in a million hugs;
To say how much we miss you,
And to send you all our love.
We hold you close within our hearts,
And there you will remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives,
Until we meet again.

Loved with a love beyond telling
Missed with a grief frn';ram{ tears
By his loving wife Kate, son Tommy, daughter Lucy,
parents Angela and Tommy, brother Mark, sisters
Sharon, Linda and Tracey, family and friends.

Clay Alin Rest in ' Reaace

In Loving Memory of
DENIS (Dinny) BRENNAN

Borris Little, Portlanise.
oy Anmiversary oceurs 3 Neprember 2021
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Sunday 26" September at 12.30pm.
Memaories are precious,
They don't fade away,
I think of you afways, especially today.

Many awd famdly
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KATHLEEN LYNCH

Mountrath Rd. Portlaoise.

(1]

2 Aumvermr; OCCUrs
18" September

ik

(1]

Thinking of you today
and always.

From all your loving family.

(1]

ik

(1]

B Stone Centre
We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out,

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

(11

(1]

(1]

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

(1]

(1]

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.

Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie

bk
|

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

< For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
Lonr bespoke memorial cards,
Crente a collage of images iflustrating
the life af your loved one with our
experi Design Team.
Al onr Cards are individuwally designed
anigne keepsakes, with no hidden charges

[for additional plotos or images.

ok

(1]

I’unlam&c Cn th
B|O5T B6 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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(%) carmel 087-6144280

KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
(opposite the E.5.8. and Candell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137 E
MIALL;

086-2770095

DEs & CARMEL MORAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois

24 hour service and personolised attention ’

t) 057-8731115

. Des 087-2794532

‘o) moranundertakerslaois@gmail.com

Funeral Services

Kelly’s

e the 1940's the Kelly family have
been providing Funeral Services in the
Abbeyleix area, Main
Street

Abbeyleix

We offer a 24 hour persanal an

professional funeral service.
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Portlaoise Parish Results for

16" September 2021
O 23) (25

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Dennis Maloney Online Lotto
Noreen O'Brien Maura O'Brien
Sean Buggy 8 Maura Buggy
Declan & Breda McGill Match 3s Mary Hennessy
Patricia Lawless €125 Browns Shop
Kit Phelan Kathleen Rigney
Peter 8 Breda Ryan each Peter Ryan
Mary Jo Delaney Parish Centre
Play PARISH
ONLINE—

www.portlaciseparish.ie

Follow Us y @PortlaoiseParis
& Like Us € portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot €20,000

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and
can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaocise Parish Account:

IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12AIBK93327916658201
{The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD)

THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

| Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
| Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

] Deacon Eugene Keyes
ey Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can be
viewed on our website and Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

R

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. lulie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
{Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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UR COURSES

HEALTH & HUMANITIES

» CHILDCARE

e COMMUNITY HEALTH WITH PSYCHOLOGY
» HEALTHCARE

» NURSING

e NURSING WITH MIDWIFERY

o SOCIAL STUDIES

BEAUTY & HAIR

DIPLOMA IN BEAUTY THERAPY YEAR 1

ADVANCED DIPLOMA IN BEAUTY THERAPY YEAR 2
CERTIFICATE IN HAIRDRESSING YEAR 1

ADVANCED CERTIFICATE IN HAIRDRESSING YEAR 2

PUIE I‘_‘ EYvJdy 11 JEVCUKII ]

o BUSINESS & IT SKILLS
COMPUTER SCIENCE
SECURITY & CRIMINOLOGY

ENGINEERING
DIGITAL MEDIA & ANNIMATION
SPORTS — LEISURE MANAGEMENT

Apply at:
www.portlaoiseinstitute.ie

All courses are full-time QQI Level 5 certified and offer
excellent progression opportunities
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