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Congratulations to the boys and girls from Scoil Bhride, who received their
10th October 2021 First Holy Communion last Saturday. More photos on page...
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The Right Stuff

*J Have you ever backed away
W, from an opportunity that
could have changed your
life? Have you ever turned
down an invitation to take
s-:::methmg because you felt inadequate or

part in
afraid?
In today’s gospel story a man kneels at Jesus’ feet
and asks "What must I do to inherit eternal life?” The
man is a good man, a man who has kept all the

commandments from his youth. Jesus replies, "You
lack one thing, go, sell what you own and give the
money to the poor; then come and follow me.” The
rich man goes away sadly, because he has many
possessions and cannot do what Jesus asks.

The rich man in the story represents all of us. In this
country even the poorest of us is rich compared to
those in third world countries. We are all more like the
rich man in the story than we'd care to admit. Like the
rich man we can't quite get our heads round what
Jesus considers rich and what Jesus considers poor.
Like the man in the story we have trouble leaving
worldly concerns behind and placing complete trust in
God. Like the rich man we have trouble stepping out
of our comfort zones and taking risks. Like the rich
man it is hard, almost impossible, to detach ourselves
from material interests. In short, the story is
uncomfortable for most of us because in it we hear
Jesus asking us to do something that is frankly too
difficult. Some of Jesus’ disciples at the time obviously
thought so too. "They were greatly astounded and
said to one another 'Then who can be saved?’ "

In this story we might feel that we are being set up
for failure, but this is not the truth. Why would Jesus
ask something that was impossible? In actual fact
Jesus was inviting the man to be a disciple. He was
giving the man a wonderful opportunity. Jesus had
faith in the man. He has looked at the man and seen
great possibilities. Jesus was giving the man the
opportunity to take his faith to another level, How sad
that the man's wealth proved too great a stumbling
block. Today’'s gospel is an invitation for us all to take
our faith up a gear, and to ask what stumbling blocks
might be barring us from the opportunity of a lifetime.

Mass times for the coming week
5T. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday - Friday: 7.20am, 10am & 11am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm {Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH

Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA

Sunday: 10am

We welcome into our Parish Community
Mathan Travis Adams, Gandon Close

Baptised last weekend

Twenty-Eighth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 7:7-11 Psalm 89:12-17
Hebrews 4:12-13 Mark 10:17-30

St. Teresa of
Avila

(1515-1582)
15" October

As a woman,
Teresa stood on her own two feet, even in
the man's world of her time. She was "her
own woman," entering the Carmelites
despite strong opposition from her father.
She is a person wrapped not so much in
silence as in mystery. Beautiful, talented,
outgoing, adaptable, affectionate,
courageous, enthusiastic, she was totally
human. She founded over a half-dozen
new monasteries. She travelled, wrote,
fought—always to renew, to reform. In her
self, in her prayer, in her life, in her efforts
to reform, in all the people she touched,
she was a woman for others, a woman
who inspired and gave life.

Her writings, especially the Way of
Perfection and The Interior Castle, have
helped generations of believers.

Visit our website: www.portlaciseparish.ie




MULHALL MEATS

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
deeralde Rﬂast

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall’s SuperValu.
Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-Sar 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

:Ell-'ll'l'.

057 8621044

Mullall's Burcher Counrer iz Open Every Sunday Sam - Spm

AUDIOLOGIST * ¢
HEARING AID |

consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
T., M.I.S.

» Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids availoble incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €£€1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

= Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
= Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)
= Eor Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*=STRIT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LINE WATH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES™®

Laous Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE BSc MSc MISCP
NicolLA CALDBECK BSc MISCP MAACP
CONOR BOLTON BSc MSc MISCP

Starting week of 6" September for

6 week block catering for all levels.

Classes will take place on Mondays

(evenings) and Tuesdays (morning

only). Please contact Susan in the

clinic on 087-9945057 to book into
a session.

Osteoporosis exercise classes are
ongoing and can be joined at anytime,
please enquire at the clinic for more
information on times.
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Sales Accessories Repairs

Join Our
CHRISTMAS CLUB
Today!

Call In-Store Today
For More Info

& ;techmarket e

GARY HOFMEISTER
Tiler
Ballyfin, Portlaoise, Laois | 085-7286698

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

In you are interested in
volunteering, please e-mail;

jonathancarthy45@gmail.com

ABBEYLEIX

ChHristmas Marcer & Crarr Far

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C C T V. FIFE & DRAI['\ INBFECTIG'\
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

FOSTER CARERS NEEDED
I.AOIS S.P. C )

&)BE PART OF THEIR JOURNEY (»

CONTACT: Cats - 0852397059

wuwe LSPCA.je

Dogs - 0864169559 urww.facebook.com/lspea.rascus

bhmmmg

World

taste

In the Killeshin Hotel

Dublin Road, Portlaoise
Yow operating Full Stimméing Wonld Senoice

Tuesday Morning

9am and 10:30am

Saturday Morning
8am, 9:30am and 11am

Contact Ingrid;

086 8040285 (Sﬁm:r .
To book your place el /




t‘ MOCHUA PHIHT & DESIGN

GET YOURSELF NOTICED

» Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional ltems - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Mewbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 . 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie Q0000

Scoil Chriost Ri

Portlaoise

Application for Enrolment 2022

7]
)

J.W. Roofing
The Height of Qualiy

Welcome to the First Years of September 2022

We are now accepting applications from the
current 6th class girls for September 2022

Suppar Local Busimesses - Suppon Laon

The application process is open from

October 15t to November 5th 2021 @ 3pm EUHEH ELE-M“HE

i L
Please find the link to our application form and PR A FREE *+ROOF INSPECTION
admissions policy on our school website VROGENG UNW EBU

www.scoilchriostriportlaoise.ie CONTACT James

Contact Details: Tel: (057)8668002 089 4892441 :
jwroofing77@gmail.com

Email: office@scrpl.ie www.jwroofing.ie

KEEP YOUR G
/ ROOFING NEEDS INLAOIS | |
SHOP LOCAL " Aoy
NS
e
aiolthl,
[ £/




FOR SALE
Quick Fix
Scaffolding in
good condition

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remawing all the cid sludge and water that has built up

Irt wour radiaters and bollers over the years with dean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save maney.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

036'3562482 www. kukic-hms.ie 086-3758503
TV SERVICES PLUMBER AVAILABLE ERAWAN
Repairs to TV and home All domestic, solid fuel and THAI MASSAGE
A'Sﬂ_wg supply ET ﬁtlamé Water softener installation. Portlaoise
repair >aoarview, Agrial an 5 il
Satellite systems, Contact: Full Bathroom Rencu.atlons. Open hic;r;c:ly?s:urday
057-8732998 Contact Alan; P
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 083-0988602
LAMBERT HEATING & ACTIVE BUILDING MIDLAND
PLUMBING SERVICES e A
Hﬁtjﬁ:v;r;?gn?;fi:;‘.:ee i Extensions, renovations and APPLIANCE
RGI registered, new builds, | 2iterations. Domestic Plumbing, REPAIRS

extensions, power flushing, gas and
oil boiler upgrades, air to water
heat pumps, water softeners,
servicing etc.

Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 087-6542742

Quick, Cost Effective
Domestic Appliance
Repairs. Contact;

085-1211244 Fint 089-2544890 087-9080211
GENERAL HANDYMAN LAOIS COUNSELLING | HOUSEKEEPER
AVAILABLE SERVICES TN Tl
For all your Home Maintenance et 5 el WANTED

requirements;

Indoor and Outdoor jobs, Renovations,
Gardening, Grass & Hedge Cutting,
Painting, Tiling, General Repairs,
Concreting, Garden Sheds built.
All Jobs catered for!

Contact: 087-7177407

Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;

087-3903995

Two mornings each
week, Portlaoise area.
Contact Ann;
086-0678828

FRENCH GRINDS
Available for secondary school
students - €30 per hour,

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in
spoken French.

I have lived in France for one
year. Master's in French literature
from Leiden University.

087-2841468

Concrete ramps with
il Steel handrails installed
to provide safe access
for everyone.
All welding services available.
For more info. call David;

087-2675106

E RAMPS & RAILS

CARER WANTED
To look after lady (left
side stroke), 5 days per
week, Abbeyleix area.
For more info. contact;

086-8592145

FUEL FOR SALE

3 net bags of Logs €3

5 bags of Kindling €10
Orders over €50 receive
two bags of kindling free
Free delivery to suit. Tel.
Fintan 087-7645855

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience
089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

TEMPORARY BUS ESCORT
POSITION AVAILABLE
from Portlaocise to Abbeyleix
primary school, morning
and afternoon. For more
information contact;

057-8731051




BUS ESCORTS

Bus escort required to accompany pupils on school transport from their homes to St. Francis
School, Portlaoise. Escorts must be available in both morning and afternoon and require their own
transport to pick up point. Escorts are responsible for helping the child to board/alight the bus,
ensuring safety on the bus; ensuring seatbelts etc. are used and must look after the children's
well-being to/from school. The ideal candidate should also have good communication skills and
the ability to use their own initiative. Escorts will have a close working relationship with drivers,
parents and school staff. Role is subject to Garda vetting. Rate of pay €14.47 per hour. Escorts
are not paid during school holidays (Summer, Easter, Halloween, Christmas etc.)

To apply, please phone 057-8621847 or e-mail; office@stfrancisschoolportlacise.ie

Traditional Irish Music Classes organised by Comhaltas will resume at St. Francis School in the coming
week. Portlaoise Comhaltas branch has been in existence since 2009 but classes were suspended during
the pandemic. Now that it is considered safe by implementing appropriate guidelines, the music classes for
all ages are about to resume. All enguiries by e-mail at tolearnmusic@gmail.com or text 087-2345010.
Portlacise Family Resource Centre, Harpur's Lane provide: Crafty ladies group, parent & toddler
group, adult counselling, children's play therapy, youth groups, family support & parenting prograrmmes,
and seasonal activities. Tel. 057-8686151 or e-mail; info@portlacisefrc.ie or find us on Facebook.
Portlaoise Active Retirement Group: Mon. 11 October, Short Mat Bowls in St. Mary's Sport Hall at
3pm. Bowls is very social and easy game to pick up and is suitable for all levels of fithess.,

Wed. 13™ October, our weekly club re-opens in the Parish Centre at 3pm.

Wed. 20™ October, 3pm. Party time celebrating our return. Live music and good craic. It is a condition
that anyone attending any of our activities must be fully vaccinated. All safety protocols must be followed.
Ballyfin Vintage & Veteran Club, Auto-Jumble; Sun. 24" October from 8am, in the Community Hall,
Ballyfin, Strictly vintage, veteran and artisanal related stalls & traders. Pre-registration and approval for
stalls required. Proceeds in support of local charities. For queries or information on the Ballyfin Vintage &
Veteran Club, please message, text or call Pat O'Connor at 087-7824481,

P.A.T.H. travel to Dublin Wednesdays at 6.30pm and Saturdays at 5.15pm, leaving the Church Carpark.
People with donations can meet us at the van at these times. Thank you for your support.

The Fatima Candle will be lit at 10am
Mass in the Parish Church, Wednesday
13 October in honour of Our Lady
of Fatima and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be prayed at
the grotto at 8pm. All are welcome.

Shanahoe Community
Parish Hall

Euro Millions Plus Syndicate

~ €100 Annual Ticket
~ Entry to both Tuesday
and Friday Draws
~ B lines played online in each draw
including the lotto plus
~ Only 150 tickets available
~ All winnings pooled
~ Closing date October 2272021

Fr Paddy, assisted by Fr. Peter blessing pets and animals on
the feast of 5t. Francis of Assisi. Thank you to all who attended
with their furry friends.

Twitter [F) © o TE Paddy would ~ Syndicate starting date November 2°2021
like to thank all
followers : _ Tickets can be purchased from any
his followers on committee member.
\' Twitterfor || Tessdnesroni
g I 1 gy wwnw lacebook, comishanahoeparishhall ‘ l'

helping him
20,000  cachthe 20,000 || Funds raised wil help

with the renovation
Followers milestone! of Shanahoe Hall

"
——




Rachel Cooke and Michael Kent  Edel O’ Connell and Dean Carroll,
who were married in the Church of  who were married in the Church of ~ Pamela Mcinerney and James Ryan

the Assumption, The Heath, on the Assumption, The Heath, on who were married in the Parish Church,
Thursday 9t September. Wednesday 8" September, on Thursday 26" August.
Celebrants; Fr. Batron, Mullinavat Celebrant: Fr. Frank McEvoy Celebrant; Msgr. John Byrne

Parish and Fr. David Vard

Yvette Dwane and Kenneth Kelly,
who were married in the Parish Church,
on Friday 20" August.
Celebrant; Msgr. John Byrne.

Ailish Galway and J.J. Carey, Melissa Ryan & Shane Marum
who were married in St. John's Church, who were married in the Heath
Killenard, on Saturday 21¢t August. ~ Church, on Saturday 21st August.
Celebrant; Msgr. John Byrne Celebrant; Fr. Paddy Byrne

Karen Sanchez and Jakub Cywinski, who were married in
the Parish Church, on Saturday 24 July.
Celebrant; Msgr. John Byrme.

==
’@::”/‘"“":h

CWe wish all-@ouples every good wish and

Dlessing for a happy future together.
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: Ii ; i ' oy Heywood Community
& =J i oL School

Ballinakill, Co. Laois.
Tel: 057-8733333

Virtual Tour and Presentation for Incoming First Years 2022/2023

Link available to Primary Schools and Parents/

Guardians on School Website www.heywood.ie
from: 15" to 30" October 2021 inclusive

Further queries: email: admin@heywood.ie
Telephone: 057-8733333

Important Dates to Remember

The school will commence accepting applications for admission | 18" October 2021

Closing date for applications for admission 8" November 2021
Notification of decision on application 29" November2021
Applicants must confirm acceptance of offer by: 13" December 2021 (4 p.m)
Provisional Dates

Thursday 20th January 2022 Information Evening for Incoming First Years
Saturday 12" February 2022 Aptitude Tests for Incoming First Years

* Please note these provisional dates are subject to change based on Government
Guidelines and Covid-19 restrictions*

Please return completed Admission
Form with Copy of Birth Certificate,
Psychological Report (if applicable) and
Administration Fee of €100 (cheque or
Postal Order made payable to Heywood
Community School)

[
The Ryan Centre

(ASD Centre)

Admissions Policy and Admissions Form available on www.heywood.ie
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f Killeshin

CHILDREN’S CHOIR

For over 40 years we have had a children’s choir
at our 10am Sunday Mass. Our thanks again to
Catherine Quigley who served as Choir mistress
for that time.

Thank God we are at a stage in the progress out
of pandemic restrictions that allows us to plan for
choirs again. Sarah Troy has kindly agreed to take
over as choir mistress. There will be a significant
difference in that, this choir will be open to all
Primary School boys and girls.

If you would like to be part of it, please come to
the Parish Centre at 3.30pm, Friday 22" October.

‘Lessons

Classical
Jazz
Blues
Rock
Pop

CALL: 0852341995
EMAIL:
WILLIAMTROYMUSIC
@GMAIL.COM

WILLIAM TROY




INFRARED (5000 i

HEATING IRELAND

LOW COST Product Range;
« Infrared Heating Panels

© Qutdoor Heaters
HEATING )

» FootW Portable Heat
SO LU TI O N o« Ir::;:areda E?rrurﬂ;eateis o

SPEC|AL|STS ¢ Infrared Towel Rail
» Wired and Wireless Thermostatic
Appticatiuns Controllers Private Houses

+ Home

+ Office

+ Apartments
+Attic Conversions
+ Holiday Homes
+Yoga Studios

+ Conservatories

+ Childcare Facilities
+ Portable Cabins

+ Créches
tSchools

t Mew Builds

@ Laois Sawmills Ltd.
k e n o r Ballymacken, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 CTH2
T: 057 8621075 | 057 8622892 E: shop@lacissawmills.ie

20I(g COAL LARGEKINDLING SOFTWOOD LOGS HARDWOODLOGS ~ GREEN

WooD
PELLETS

Lam

\{ HEATGLOW

| Sezay )

mcfii

HEATGLOW jka

NATIONWIDE
DELIVERY
AVAILABLE

SUITABLE FOR
OPEN FIRES
& STOVES OPEN HDNIJAY SATURDAY 9 00TOS. 30

FULL RANGE OF COAL, FIRELIGHTERS, HEAT LOGS AND FIRESIDE ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE IN-STORE




ARE YOU GOOD ENOUGH?

Is there something that vou do really well? Some of you may play a

sport like soccer. If I were to ask you, "Are you a good soccer player?”
you might say, "Yes, I am a really good soccer player." But are you good

enough to make the "All Star Team" at your school? All of us are probably good

at something, but the question is, "Are we good enough?"
One day a young man came running up to Jesus and asked, "Good Teacher, what must I do to
inherit eternal life?"

"Why do you call me good?" Jesus asked. "Only God is good. But to answer your question, you
know the commandments, don't you? 'Don't kill, don't commmit adultery, don't steal, don't tell lies,
don't cheat anyone, honour your father and your mother."

"I'm pretty good," he answered. "I've obeyed the commandments since I was just a little boy."
"That's good," Jesus said, "but not good enough, There is still one thing you must do. Go and sell
everything you have and give the money to the poor.”

When he heard those words, the young man was very sad, because he had many possessions.
Most people would say that the young man was a good man, but being good wasn't good enough
to get him into the Kingdom of God. As the young man walked away, Jesus turned to his disciples
and said, "It is very hard to enter the Kingdom of God!"

The disciples were amazed. "Then who can be saved?" they asked.

Jesus looked at them and said, "With man it is impossible, but with God anything is possible."

How about me? Do you think I'm good enough to get into heaven? How about you? Are you good
enough? Is anyone good enough? The answer to all of those questions is, "No!" Not one of us is
good enough to get into heaven on our own.

Then how can we be saved? How can we have eternal life? With God, anything is possible. The
Gospel tells us that God so loved the world that he sent his only Son so that whoever believes in
him will have eternal life. It isn't our goodness that will get us into heaven. It is our faith in Jesus.
We are not good enough, but Jesus is!

My Prayer
Dear Father, help us to remember that it is not our goodness

that will get us into heaven. It is our faith in your Son, Jesus
Christ. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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The Rosary
October is the month of the Rosary but in October we also remember all those who work as missionaries.
While reciting Prayers, you think about certain stories in the lives of Jesus and Mary. These stories are called
Mysteries: A Mystery is a story about God. Rosary beads are used to keep count of the Prayers and
Mysteries. The word Rosary means garland of roses. The complete Rosary consists of five decades. There are
four sets of mysteries and five stories in each set.
The Mysteries are:

+ The Joyful Mysteries (Prayed Monday and Saturday)
¢+ The Sorrowful Mysteries (Prayed Tuesday and Friday)
¢+ The Glorious Mysteries (Prayed Wednesday & Sunday)

+ The Luminous or Light Mysteries (Prayed Thursday)

The Lord’s Prayer .
d Hail Mary

Our Father, who art in
heaven, hallowed be thy
name; thy kingdom come,
thy will be done on earth as
it is in heaven. Give us this
day our daily bread, and
forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who
trespass against us; and
lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
Amen.

Hail Mary, full of grace,

The Lord is with thee. ( : )
Blessed art thou among women :\
And blessed is the fruit of thy o\ S
womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
mother of God,
Pray for us sinners,
Mow, and at the hour of our
death. Amen,




TIME

"God brings forth His Son in thee, whether thou likest it
or not, whether thou sleepest or wakest; God worketh
His own will. That man is unaware of it is man's fault, for
his taste is so spoilt by feeding on earthly things that he
cannot relish God's love” The above guote was written
by German philosopher and Dominican friar Meister
Eckhart in the early 13" century. While the language
seems outdated in the modern context, the sentiments 1
think can be seen today. NMowadays our culture today can
be at times dominated by distraction. We live in a world
of Instagram and Snapchat. The names of these social
media apps suggest their somewhat demanding nature.
While communication is a vital part of the human
experience, consistent demands can move beyond
communication to distraction if not managed. Distraction
from what? From relishing God's love?

Our phones and these apps are part of the culture and
great ways to connect people, but they can become a
distraction. There is a temptation to be consistently
distracted by something new, some new idea, some new
picture, some new trend, new video, or the million other
ways we can be distracted into cur phone, Getting so
used to the stimulation we get from scrolling can make
a more slow-moving experience like silence and prayer
almost unbearable because it doesnt happen guick
enough, or we can't press a button to speed it up.

We live in a culture that has the potential to be
dominated by social media, internet news, the offer of
online sales every five minutes, and all of this is fed
through the small little device in our hands. All of these
communications create desires in us and then offer ways
to fulfil that desire.

As the philosopher, Aristotle once noted, "It is the nature
of desire to be satisfied, and most human beings live only
for the gratification of it.”

A question that 1 found myself sitting with lately is, how
free am I from my phone? As I reflected on my phone
use, I noticed how [ would check the news, or the
football transfer market, or look to see if there were any
good deals in some of my favourite shops, I felt the
temptation to buy more books even though I still have
some I have not got round to reading. I then noticed
videos like Tik Tok, how entertaining and creative some
are, but they last maybe thirty seconds, so I scroll to the
next video. Before I know it I am thinking that ewven
spending time viewing a video of more than a few
minutes feels long. The need for something new,
something immediate, is growing. It is like an automatic
response to pick up the phone, check for messages, or
browse. Then I noticed how draining this can be after
some time and that 1 generally felt tired after a period of
browsing.

The question then evolved into what drives this, how
much time am I spending fulfilling the desire or craving
rather than freely relishing life? What am I missing? How
at ease am I without checking my phone? These instant
*hits® from social media, and advertisements wvia my
phone seem so all-encompassing and they continuously
produce a desire that cannot fully be satisfied. IF this is
the case, then life can become an attempt to fulfil or
gratify a never-ending desire. What and how is this
changing me? This is how Meister Eckhart’'s guote came
to life for me. 1 gquestion, have we, in our technological
advancement, made our senses so spoiled that our ability
to relish God's love is diminishing with the never-ending
distraction of our phone?

TO THINK!

LEAVE THE PHONE AT HOME

LINE THE
MOMENT

-"::_l."'l.l f...{p

LEAVE THE
PHONE

P

e ————————————

I have learned, from working with young people, that the
notion of silence makes no sense to them. It's almost like
they see it as not only counterproductive to advancing in
happiness, but also as a waste of valuable time in that
pursuit. It makes the experience of simply relishing God's
love, in the way that it can emerge in silence and praver,
nearly impossible. Silence becomes something to be
evaded because it not only emerges as something
that seems unproductive but something that leaves a
person at a level| of discomfort because of a longing for
distraction.

Psychologist and spiritual writer Gerald May wrote, "Saink
Augustine once said that God is always trying to give
gocd things to us, but our hands are too full to receive
them. If our hands are full, they are full of the things to
which we are addicted. And not only our hands but also
our hearts, minds, and attention are clogged with
addiction. Our addictions fill up the spaces within us,
spaces where grace might flow.” May uses the word
‘addiction’, which we tend to think of in the context of
substance abuse, But he mainly characterises it as a loss
of freedom. The word ‘addiction’ seems hard, so maybe
another word to consider here is "attachment’.

I use my own phone too much. Recently a parishioner
observed me on the IE:hi:rmfz, whilst out for my walk and
reminded me with kindness, to leave the phone at
hame!! I think the notion of our hands being too full to
notice the grace given us has never been so apt. Phones
and media are essential, they connect us, and we have
been particularly grateful for them In our recent
leckdowns. But my lockdown experience and use of my
phone and media has caused me to ponder. [ ask the
question, |s it possible that our attachment to our phones
and their accompanying distractions has filled up our
minds, hearts, and spaces where grace might otherwise
flow? In our significant advancements in technology,
have we become poaor in our spirit?

In the midst of all this distraction, how can we properly
hear spiritual or theological ideas which require time for
attention, reflection, and consideration, before they
blossom inte something more profound? A challenge is to
notice or become aware If your phone is becoming
something you have to have rather than something you
can take or leave. Are your hands too full to see the gifts
God wants to give you? This question has challenged me,
and in this struggle, 1 have found an invitation from God
to go deeper, an invitation to move into silence and allow
God to speak.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 20,000 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles
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World Mental Health Day 10" October
your

mental

health e

information | Support | Services

look after your mental health:

Keep active
Regular exercise can really give you
a boost.

Talk about it
Prablems feel smaller when they are
shared with others.

Eat and sleep well

A balanced diet and a good sleep
pattern will halp the way you Tesl
and think,

REMEMBER:

mental health and supports and services.

If it’s an emergency, Dial 999/112

SAMARITANS

TALK IT THROUGH,
WE'RE HERE TO LISTEN

116 123

jo@samaritans.ie www.samaritans.org

We all need to look after our mental health, and just like our physical
health, it needs to be maintained. Here are some things you can do to

Drink less alcohol

Ayaiding too much slcohol is
important, espacially if you're fealing
down or worriad.

Do something you enjoy

Setting aside quality time for yvourself
can really help, particularly if you are
not feeling great.

Stay in touch

Trusted friends and family are
Important. especially at difficult times.
You're not alone.

Everyone is different and we all nead help from time to time. Asking for help
is @ sign of strength. Visit yourmentalheaith.ie for information on minding your

ISPCC
Childline

(24 HRS A DAY, EVERYDAY)
Text TALK to 50101

Online chat — www.childline.ie

SPUTe-JUT™

spunﬂut-'lﬂ
:#_spunout

Epu“°““ﬂmﬁa

Bettor Hoalth

InforTnalian

1800 111 888

wwwyourmentalhealthole

healthe

| Support | Seraces

= big or small

M 50808

A free 24/7 text service, providing
support for paople gaing through a
mental health or emotional crisis

k. www.texts0808.ie

CONTACT YOUR GP OR GP
OUT OF HOURS SERVICE

MIDOC
1850 302 702

NEDOC
1850777 911

P




First Holy Communion last weekend - Scoil Bhride
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Photos courtesy of Agnieszka Kaczmarek More photos on our website www. portlaoiseparish.ie




Portlaoise Parish
Lourdes Committee
remembered all
Parishioners at a

recent visit to
Lourdes in 2021
at the Grotto.

A candle was [it
for all your
intentions.

The Maternity Department at Midland Regional
Hospital Portlacise, warmly welcomes you and
your family to attend a
Service of Remembrance, Sunday 17" October
at 7:30pm in Portlaoise Parish Church.
This annual service is held in memory of all
babies who have died, and of all pregnancy
losses, however recent, however long ago.

Dedicated to the

%; 2
hery

By Patricia Dempsey

memory of
Michael Dempsey
On sale in all local
shops in Portlaoise
from Tuesday
12" October, Cost €6.
Proceeds go to

Beaumont Hospital.

ROOM GRINDS
TO RENT Irish grinds,
REQUIRED Iealvin.g cert and
junior cert,
Close to the | . conable rates,
hospital qualified teacher.
Contact; Contact;
086-8012577 | 085-8470095

Octeber is the Menth
of the Holy Resary

October is dedicated to praving the Rosary. You can
join us in the Parish Church to pray the rosary
everyday before 10am Mass, 7pm and 2.30pm.

& Hail Marys
B Our Fatheer Bead
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@ oirsae
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

%} BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE %
In Loving Memory of
GERARD (Gerry) BRENNAN

Late of St. Brigid’s Pluce & Glasgow, Scotland.

1" Birthday away from home occurs
12" October ‘21.

y If we could visit Heaven, on

l..-r-
- -

(1)
"

(1)
T

Ef@ Marum

St Brigid's Place, Portlaoise

(1)
"

"% this our saddest day, maybe
for one moment our pain
would go away.

We'd put our arms around

(1]
AL

?ﬂﬂﬂ ﬂﬁmf née Foran

MNewpark, Portlaoise/Mountmellick

you, hug you one more

time, tell you that we love
you Gerry and sit with you
awhile.

(1]
L

But for now we must be parted, life without you

Patrick (Pat) ﬂm{rﬁry

Ballycarroll, Portlacise and Athy

is so hard, but you will never be forgotten and
yvou will live on in our hearts.

Happy Birthday Gerry from Mam, Ang, Paul
and Marie and all your family.

Love you always.

(1]
i

Dolores Grennan née Reilly
‘ Woodgrove, Portlaoise and Dublin

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Mam Mena, brother Paul, sisters Angela & Marie,
wish to sincerely thank all those who sympathised
with them on the recent death of Gerry.

We would like to thank family and friends who
called to the house, sent Mass cards, e-mails,

(1]
L)

ﬂ\?ﬂd)‘ Wﬂéﬁ nee Coss

Barnashrone, Mountmellick

L1y "

] MYTH‘EY‘R‘EST IN PEACE phone calls and all who sympathised in person. :
. . Special thanks to all the cousins who were
1 Our ) pﬂfﬁ_y to tﬁﬂffdﬂﬂﬁﬂ& wonderful in their support for us from beginning 1

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death nofice at www portlaciseparish iefdeathnotices

to end.

Also thank you to Fr. David Vard for his prayers
which were much appreciated.

Thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode
undertakers for their help and assistance.

As it is impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of
our sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude.
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In Loving Memory of our Sister &3
ANNE CHAPMAN

née Byrne

Late of Mountrath R{f-. Portlavise and Fermanagh.
5
I” AHHJ-'I"E'F.'UHF_].' aCCHrs il fl‘f:'.‘ﬁ .Ffmc',
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A gentle heart stopped beating,
Hard working hands at rest,
God broke our hearts to prove to
us, He only takes the best.

Will these whe think of Gerry today,
A little praver to Jesus SAY.

Rest in Reace Gerry

Sadly missed and never forgotten
by fer sister Phyllis and brothers
John, Raymond and Olrver.

dk
L1t

N, N, N, . .

Also remembering her dearly |V

departed daughter A L _&
ANNA MARIE at this time. Light e

CMay Chep both find ternal Rest and ' Reace Of the World
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9" ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of
FRANCES COOKE

12 Fielhrook & formerly of Rathevan, Portlaoise.
Died 16" October 2012.

(1] (11 (11

9™ Anniversary Mass
will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church this
Saturday 9" October
at Spm.

(1]

It's been a lonely time without you,
And nothing is the same,
All we have are memories and your picture in a frame,

(1]

We travel to your resting place,

And flowers we place with care,
But no-one knows the heartache,
As we turn and leave you there.

(1]

Sadly missed by your loving daughter Margaret,
son-in-faw Ger, grandsons Edward ol Geardid, Katie <
Rachel I, great-granddaughters Madison and Ailbfe.

(1]
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(1]
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In Loving Memory of
Elizabeth (LIL) DOYLE

Gireen Road, Portlaoise,
3 Anniversary occurred 4" October 2021

(1]
Tr

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in 5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church

this Saturday 9" October at 6.30pm.

T those who think of Lil today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed by ker loving husband
William, sons and extended family.

CMay Lil Rest in Reave
In Loving Memory of

? WILLIAM BOHAN ?

34 8t Brigid's Place, Portlavise. 217 Anniversary occurs 9 October.

The years we spent together, we keep within our
hearts, they hold precious memories that will
4 _ | never let us part, unspoken thoughts, ne cutward

show, but deep inside we miss you so.
‘ Each one thought the world of you, for us you did

&

(11
"

(1]
i)

(1]
¥

your best, and now we pray the Lard will grant
your soul eternal rest.

(1]
"

Always remembered, Billy, John, Michael, Maurice, Eugene, Dermaot,
Brian, daughters-in-law, grandchildren, sisters-in-law and
brothers-in-law.

CMay (William Rest in Reace
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9" ANNIVERSARY 45
In Loving Memory of :

FRANCES COOKE
Rathevan, Portlavise. Died 16™ October 2012,

A fmﬁg Mother, Grandmother and
Gmﬁﬁmm’rmnfﬁm
You gave us years of happiness,

L)

h A

dk
" L

L

Then sorrow came with tears,

L

You left us lovely memories,

L

TWe will treasure through the years.
Sadly missed by your loving daughter Bridie, son-in-law
Stephen, grandchildren Oeirdre, Karen and Eamonn and
great-grandchildren Ciara, Oisin, Abbte, Hayley and Lily.

CMay csfrances Rest in ' Reace

"

‘%;3 In Loving Memory of ?

MICHAEL LACUMBER

St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
Died 15" October 2011. 107" Anniversary away from home.

10™ Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on
Friday 15" October at 10am.

Our lips cannot speak how much
we love you, our hearts cannot
tell them what to say,
Only God kpows how much we miss you, every hour
of every day.
Sadly missed by all his loving family and friends.

CMay Michael Rest in Reace

Mayfield, Abbeyleix Rd. Portlaocise.
?*Annh'emur_p aceurs 12" October 2021.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5t. Fintan®s Church, Ballyfin this
Sunday 10" October at 10am and in
the Parish Church, Portlacise this
Sunday 10" October at 12.30pm.
Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us everyday,
Each of us tn our own way,

Have special thoughts of you today.

Remembered by her husband Vinny, son Liam and
daughters Clare, Denise and Afice o extended family.

CMay Ann Rest in Prace
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In Loving Memory of
A Cherished Father, Grandfather,
Great-Grandfather and Brother
JOSEPH PAISLEY
5" Anniversary occurs 20" October 2021

Our Father kept a garden,
A garden of the heart,
He planted all the good things, that
gave our (tves thetr start,
He turmed us to the sunshineg, and
encouraged us to dream,
Fostering and nurturing the seeds of
self-esteem.
And when the winds and rain came,
he protected us enough, but not too
much because e Knew, that we
would stand up tough.
His constant good exampie always taught us right from wrong,
Markers for our pathways that will last a lifetime long.
W are our fathers garden.
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We will love and miss you always, from all your loving family.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church on Sunday 17" October at 11:15am.

Also remembering at this time, Joseph’s wife Kathleen, his
brother-in-law Bill Doyle, his nephew Gerard Brennan and all
decensed members of the Paisley and Doyle families.

A little prager to flesus say.
CMay Chey Reast in Reace
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In Loving Memory of
JOHN FAHY

35 Beladd, Stradbally Rd., Portlaoise.

" Anniversary occurs 13" October 2021
The pain that we are feeling never

seems to go away, we wish that we
could visit Heaven, if only for a day,

? ?

| We know that you would hold us and

B h whisper in our ears;
% E Vo't think of me as gone away,
. Because I'm always near”,

We know you're in a better place, where you are at peace and
free, to be happy in eternal life and can still watch over us,
Although the door between our waorlds is closed and we're

apart, until the time God opens it, you're always in our hearts.

Love you aluways
James, Ber, Sharon, ‘Elaine, Dor, sons-in-law, daughter-in-faw,
grandchaildren and great-grandehildren xx

(11

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Sunday 17™ October at 12:30pm.

Reast in Reace ~John
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In Loving Memory of
PADDY DOYLE

Formerly 37 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
Died /1001978, 43 Anniversary occurs 7" October ‘21.
b Sadly missed, never forgotten by his

I'Phrn'ugs come and fearts are Em{m.
son Joe and family.

CMay Raddy Reast in Reace

? In Loving Memory of our Dad
PATRICK DOYLE

Formerly 37 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlavise.
Died 7/10/1978. 43 Anniversary occurs T October *21.
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Loved ones go with words unspoken,

WL

Deep m our hearts there is a memory fi_epf.
Tor a father that we utll never forget.

1

WL

WL

Diad, those special memories of you will always
bring a smile,

L1

%

If enly we could have you back for just 2 while,
Then we could sit and talk again just like we
used to do, you always meant so very much to
ws and always will,

The fact that you're no langer here will always
cause us pain, but you're forever in our hearts,
until we meet again

Loved abways, never forgotten Dad, by your loving daughters
Q‘uﬁgiﬂ, Eflen, Mary, son Joe amffam.iﬁt:: I

0¥ q¥ L) L)

L)
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Rest in Peace “ad

In Loving Memory of

PHYLLIS FITZPATRICK
14 Barris Road, Portlacise, Died 141002004,
17" Anniversary occurs 14" October 2021.

-
L

L1

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Saturday 16" October at 10am.

It was a sudden parting,
Too hard to forget,
Those who loved you dearly are the
ones who can't forget,
We often sit and think of you and
think of how you died,
Ta think you could not say goodbye befare you closad
VOUr eyes.

Abways remembered by your husband Mick, sons James,
Thomas and Damien, daughter Theresa, daughters-in-law,
son-in-law, grandchildren and great-grandehildren.
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Also remembering at this time

Her loving granddaughter

LEONA CUDDY
Meelick Road, Portluoise.

WL
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? In Loving Memory of %
: CHRISTY KEENAN

Rossleighan, Portlacise.
5™ Anniversary occurs 11" October 2021.

Wil those who think of Christy
today,
A hittle prayer to Jesus say.

afhahhffanan
+ KEEGAN'’S + )
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
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. _‘.'ad']_ﬁl missed and afways remembered
by Geraldine, ®at and (laire,
neighbours and friends.

Rast in Beace Christy

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

In Loving Memory of < RS 1SN @ T- W €N
EOIN FINGLET(}N . FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Sallins and formerly fg;r Ballytegan, Portlacise.

Died 117 October 2019 We have opened a new office and show room on

2" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
in Sts, Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, /
this Sunday 10" October at 12.30pm.

Wever more than a thought away,
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{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)
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Contact;

; ! 057-8620567
-’ﬂu.‘e‘.p i Our ﬁmm-_w il unr.lrm"wﬂ_}w Sty PAUL: 087-2562137 2
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Loved and remembered everyday. NIALL:
086-2770095

L

Sadly missed by his Dad, Mam, sisters Aopife and Ciara,
brother Brian, fiance Sarah, nephew Cillian, niece Aine,
extended family and friends.

Rest in Peace Zoin
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, Portlaoise
- MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN S'ﬁﬁﬂ-&% Centre

" THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST + We supply an extensive range of headstones and

Fr;rr:epe.r_rfr:ur;'buruarﬂﬁrr_}'nur laved ane plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
= our hespoke memorial cards, :
Creade o colluge of images illustrating SIASiEn Ade to Srder.
the bff gf}ﬂur Towved one with our We also fl-l.lﬂpl'lf bronze eternal iEIT'IFIS, statues etc.
- r"-"-‘}?f" ﬂlf-'*':}{"{”’;- seitend sandblasting cleaning carried out.
Al par Cards are individuwally designe -
snigue heepsakes, with no hidden charses Inscriptions added and ald headstones renovated.
for additional photos or images. Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.
We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.
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Unit 3, Clonmimin Has
Portlapise, Co. Laois
BO57 %6 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie

*« # & * # * »
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Please visit our new website www.portlaoisestone.ie
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 If we have died with him,
then we shall live with him
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_ T Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaocise, Laois.
&:’“ i o Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
i e A R Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie
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Portlaoise Parish

Results for
7" October 2021

(o8) (1) (20

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Sylvia Moylan Ross Moylan
Jlohn Moylan Ross Moylan
Breda Cooley Rose Walsh
Michael Maher Rita Conroy
Jacinta O'Sullivan Rita Conroy
Paddy Moran 27 Paul Dooley
Paul Dooley Match 3s Paul Dooley
Tom Fingleton £38 Lotto Gift
GAWET Greg Keenan
pJ Mulhall each Emlyn O'Reilly
Maria Murphy Chris Holohan
Stephanie Kerry Brid Davis
Sarah O’Brien Play PARISH Billy O'Brien
Patrick Phelan Betty Lynch
Christopher Lynch @@@ ®@ Betty Lynch

Stephen Dwane Thelma Brown

ONLINE

Patrick Ahern i Parish Centre
¥vonne & loe Breen Carol O'shea
Karen & Rachel Joe Doyle
Breen Family Next Week’s Peter Ryan

Julianne Lawless 1 Lawless Inr

e Jackpot  Yiriam Mooney
Gary Duffy Paul Dooley
Michael Osborne €2'ﬂ, 000 Bernie Tyan

Jack Killeen Pam Killeen
Heather Mortimer Heather Mortimer

Follow Us 9 gportlaciseParis
& Lilse Us @ portlaciseparishlaois

October Collection for the Priests of the Parish
Envelopes for the October Collection for the priests of
the parish are in the Development Boxes or in the
Church porches. Thank You for your support.

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAM: IES3AIBKS3227916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:

IBAN: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
{The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

| Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
§ Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

3 Deacon Eugene Keyes
eyt Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can be
viewed on our website and Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 2am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. lulie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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m““d Rice Schﬂﬂh;’

Now Enrolling

Accepting Applications for
First Year 2022-2023

Closing Date 19th November at 1pm

Applications are available from
www.portlaoisecbs.com
St. Mary’s CBS School App

Email stmarys@portlaoisecbs.com
Or call to the school office

Visit us in person for our
i3 OPEN NIGHT
S “"rl Wednesday 10" November 7pm
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© f) -]
_@st_marys_cbs St. Mary's CB5 Portlacise @5t_marys_chs 5t. Mary’s CBS




