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Come, Lord Jesus

Today we light the first
F of our Advent candles.

; & The traditional use of
Advent candles originated in eastern Germany prior to the
Reformation. There are three purple candles and one pink
|candle. Purple for the royalty of the coming King ... the
pink candle is the third candle to be lit on what is call
Gaudate Sunday and represents 'joy'. The gradual
lighting of the four candles symbolises the coming Light into
[the world. The wreath itself is also symbolic. The circle of
|evergreen in which the candles are placed represent
everlasting life.

ABOUT ADVENT

The word Advent means "coming" or "arrival." The
focus of the season is the celebration of the birth of
Jesus the Christ in his First Advent, and the
anticipation of the return of Christ the King in his
Second Advent. Advent is far more than simply
marking a 2,000 year old event in history. It is
celebrating a truth about God, the revelation of God in
Christ whereby all of creation might be reconciled to
God.

For more on_Advent See pages 16 eI 17

Visit our website: www.portlaoiseparish.ie

Saint Andrew the Apostle

November 30th
As one of the twelve apostles, Andrew
worked closely with Our Lord during his
public life. He was present at the Last
Supper, beheld the risen Lord, witnessed
the Ascension and shared in the graces
and gifts of the first Pentecost.

The good deeds and preaching of St. Andrew became known
in all parts of the world.

According to tradition, a part of the remains of St. Andrew
were taken to Scotland, and he was chosen as the Protector

Lord of Hope

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday & Tuesday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Wednesday & Thursday
7.30am & 10am
Friday (First Friday)
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
The Heath: 7pm
Ratheniska: 7pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASS5UMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday
After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

14

Masses for the Dead List
will be celebrated on:
Monday at 7.30am
and Tuesday at 7.30pm.

A Prayer for the
First Sunday of Advent

God of light and life,
Give us hope as we wait
For your coming again.
When we are temped

to be grateful to have found you

While others are lost,

Send us out into the darkness
In search of those who need you most.

Amen.

Anya Lova Mombo, Rath Gailine
Jack Paul Barry, Chantiere Gate
Mevin Akorede Olaajayi, Montague
Brody Lee Kane, Oakleaf Place

—

=

= ’h We welcome into our Parish Community

of the Scottish people. The Cross of St. Andrew also adorns | ==
the British flag where it was placed after the union of Scotland
and England.

Edward Hugh O'Leary, Colliers Wood
Ernily Aishling Kinahan, Ard Branagh
Who were baptised last weekend.




MULHALL MEATS
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Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7Tpm.

Mhone: 057 8621044

Mulhall's Burchér Counter iz Open Every Sunday Y9am - S5pm

AUDIOLOGIST [
HEARING AID

Consultant °

Patricia Kilmartin

» Camprehensive Hearing Assecsment

« Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicianz Moulds, etc.
= Heoring Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)
» Far Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*ESTRKT SAFETY MEASLARES IM PLACE, IM LINE WITH ADAVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

NS

W, Rooting
The Height of Quality

KEEP YOUR
ROOFING NEEDS IN LAOIS |
SHOP LOCAL :

Suppart Local Busdnesses - Sugipor Laon

m*'-; Gt o ﬁUT[Eﬂ Elfﬁmﬂ[i
ROOF FREE +RODF INSPECTION

el ONLY €60

CONTACT James
089 4892441
jwroofing77@gmail.com
wiww. jwroofing.ie
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Sales Accessories Repairs

Join Our
CHRISTMAS CLUB

Today!

Call In-Store Today
For More Info

€, techmarketie &3 085 233 3220

Portlaoise Thrift Shop
Peppers Lane, Portlaoise

We generously donate to Hospice Care locally and
have done so continuously since our shop opened!

We are now in need of furniture; beds, wardrobes ,
dressing tables, bedside lockers, tables, chairs etc.
Ladies, gents and children's clothing and all types of
bric-a-brac.

Your donations help to make peoples lives more
comfortable.
We can collect on request at your convenience.

Contact Kevin 087 958 6057

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Fr. DAVID VARD

Presents

WED @ ZPM

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE BSc MSc MISCF
NicoLA CALDBECK BSc MISCPMAACF

CoNOR BOLTON BSc MSc MISCP

7 week course of Pilates for
beginners on Mondays, 7-8pm in
Portlaoise Parish Centre.
Starting Monday 1°* November.

Bookings now open with limited
places available.

Please call Debbie on
087-9945057 or e-mail;
info@laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
to book a place.
Note: Vaccine Cert required to attend.



~.. LAOIS HOSPICE AND
" PORTLAOISE LIONS CLUB

TMAS TREE SALE

LIMITED |
ACCESS Wb L
In light of new government restrictions, access to the TIMAHOE RD. PORTLAOISE

Linkup Office will be limited until further notice. Thursday 25th to Saturdav 27th Nov
We ask that where possible adverts, notices, 11lam-4pm
memorials and Christmas Remembrances are th 2
e-mailed to linkup@portlaciseparish.ie Sunda‘f zsd Nov. 2pm_43;h0pm
. . _ Thursday 2" to Saturday 4™ Dec.
If it is necessary to call to the office with your notice,
please ensure that you have written your notice in full 1lam-4pm
prior to arrival in order to adhere to Covid guidelines. Sundav 5th Dec an‘I-4'3me
fhankyai for Jour aelice, 7 N Thursday 9" to Saturday 11" Dec.

understanding and co-operation. \ s |

( a | 1lam-4pm

Coronavirus fEeees \_ Sunda 12" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm 4/ J
COVID-19 *TE 1"” g L ‘ i B -

(.1 MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
id

GET YOURSELF NOTICED

» Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TFB3
L 057 8634050 . 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie Q00006




. | LOOKING FOR THE

.t PERFECT GIFT

| THIS CHRISTMAS?
PORTLAOISE

PARISH
LOTTO GIFT

VOUCHERS
NOW AVAILABLE

1/2 Year (26 draws)
for only €50
Full Year (52 Draws)

for only €100

Other Lotto voucher.
Z}. ~ denominations also available. .
- F URTHER DETAILS AT THE PARISH CEN TRE
" "You may also join the parish lotto onhne at
¢ gww pprtlamsepa rish. ie

S




GIFT
SHOP
OPEN

GIFT
SHOP
OPEN

HUGHES

90 MAIMN STREET, PORTLAOISE = (057) 8621332

In-store offer only In-store offer only In-store offer only In-store offer only

Paco Rabanne
One Million 50ml Gift Set Invictus 50ml Gift Set One Million 100ml Gift Set Invictus 100ml Gift Set

€45 WAS €66 €45 WAS €66 €65. WAS €89 €635..WAS €89

eSE

¥ ¥ 2 | N | Al - 3
: ; | Lelie
[ : - = { .
I : " Ia o

Jean Paul Gaultier Good Girl Gift Set 50ml || La Vie Est Belle 30ml Edp
Le Male 75ml Gift Set 50ml Gift Set WAS €90 NOW €75 WAS €64 NOW €54
€45... WAS €69 €69..\WAS €80 SAVE €15 SAVE€10

Calvin Klein

o

: L u e
Tommy Hilfiger Euphoria 100ml
Tommy Girl 50ml Gift Set Touch of Pink 90ml NOW €49 'WAS €89

€25.. WAS €55 WAS €76..NOW €36 SAVE €40

5 Piece Brush Set : ' Eye Kit
WAS €34.95 4 Piece Gift Set NOW €7.95 : NOW €9.95
NOWE€17.50 NOW €29.95 €18.95 WAS €29.95 | WAS €29.95

WHILE STOCKS LAST

Visit www.hughespharmacyportlaoise.ie




PAINTING &
DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught

HANDYMAN
~ AVAILABLE
%' to do tiling,
timber floors,
painting etc.

- 10 years experience roofin ; )
089-4459958 P lﬂ§3-3153211 All jobs considered.
www.kukic-hms.ie www. kukic-hms.ie Phone Jim 087-6885017
TV SERVICES PLUMBER AVAILABLE RAMPS & RAILS

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

6 Concrete ramps with

sl steel handrails installed
to provide safe access

for everyone.
All welding services available.

057-8732998 For more info. call David;
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-2675106
PODIATRIST ERAWAN

MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaoise
Open Monday-Saturday
1lam-/pm

083-0988602

ORDER OF MALTA

IRELAND W‘

[ AMBULANCE CORPS

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oil Boilers,
0il Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the old sludge and water that has built up

in your radiators and boilers aver the years with cean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fual bills and save monaey

Ballyfin, Portlacise. Call:

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service,
Enquires to;

Jumble sale and bake sale
at our

086-3758503 087-3903995
" W | ACTIVE BUILDING
vailable for secondary schoo
students - €30 per Euur. ERVICE

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in
spoken French.

I have lived in France for one
year. Master's in French literature
from Leiden University.

087-2841468

Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

HQ on the

H.S.E. Retired

FUEL FOR SALE
3 large net bags Logs €10
5 bags of Kindling €10
Orders over €50 receive
two bags of kindling free
Free delivery to suit. Tel.
Fintan 087-7645855

CHILDMINDER

AVAILABLE
To mind children (2 years+),
in minders own home.
Can work flexible hours,
available from January 2022,
References available. Contact;

086-4071613

Staff Christmas
lebration

Regrettably the HSE
Christmas Dinner and Mass
scheduled to take place
Tues. 7" December at the
Killeshin Hotel, Portlaocise is
now cancelled due to rising
Covid numbers.
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SUPPORTING THE WORK OF SWP THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL &

\\ VINCENT'S

No 1 Dublin Road, Portlacise, Co Laois
Dear Parishioner

We are writing to thank you once again for your continued support in our local community. We
appreciate each and every donation you have given us and we would like to express how very
grateful we are for your generosity and much needed support, particularly over the last couple of
years. We as a Conference continue to work hard to ensure your valuable donations and our
time are put to the very best use to help those in our community.

Our upcoming Annual Appeal weekends are:

Saturday 4™ and Sunday 5" December 2021
&
Saturday 11" and Sunday 12" December 2021

Christmas is meant to be a time of togetherness and hope, but for many families we support
locally it may be filled with worry. This winter, families around Portlaocise may face impossible
choices. They may struggle with the decision of heating the house or having a Christmas dinner,
should they put presents under the tree, or pay the electricity bill?

Through your donations we can help alleviate the struggle some families face making these
impossible choices, and we can help ensure these families can enjoy a little bit of the magic that
comes with this time of year.

This Annual Appeal is a hugely important time for St. Vincent de Paul, Portlaocise. Since the
Covid-19 Pandemic we have added additional ways for our kind donors to be able to support us
and the work we do.

You can use the St. Vincent de Paul Donation Box in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church

You can donate by post to St. Vincent de Paul, Ozanam House, No. 1 Dublin Road,
Portlaoise.

You can donate using your Online Banking using our IBAN number:
IE73AIBK93327917987070

You can tap a donation on the credit card machine in our SVP shop.

We would like to say a very sincere THANK YOU from our Portlacise Conference for your
continued support and generosity. Without your donation our work would not be possible. Your
donation will be vital in helping us to succeed in making an incredible difference to the people’s
lives we are able to change for the better.
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Pleast® Give
Genefously

The SVP Annual Food and Toy
Christmas Appeal

All food and Toy donations can be left at
Reception in the Parish Centre.
Please ensure that all food items are
non-perishable.

Thank you for your continued support.

CENTREPOINT CARPETS !_TD

KYLEKIFROE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TIMAHOE RD
SITUATED BETWEEN LIAM FITZPATRICK TYRES AN

Phone/Fax; 057-86207492 | E-mail; centrepointcarpets @gmail.com

We are Suppliers of .-
# Carpets * Vinyls * Wood Flooring # Rugs * Blinds
w Mattresses = Beds * Bedroom Furniture = Pillows

Live Animal
Charity Crib

Portlaoise

All Proceeds go to:
Down Syndrome

Centre Midlands

*?ﬂl'f'*

Kolbe Special

Lanis Hospice School

e down =
e LAOIS :KF}’

Donation box at the Crib or donate online via

the ‘Go Fund me” link on our Facebook Page
https:/fwww. gofundme.com/f/live-animal-charity-crib-portlacise

Hi, I'm Bianca and | am
really looking forward to
celebrating my first Chiristmas
and meeting you all!

The Crib is kindly sponsared by:
t‘ * MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

2 N
1

EVERYTHING FOR THE FARMER

Bracken’'s

Gala

Strodbaily Rood




Jesus is coming again!
Christmas is coming soon. It is easy to tell. We see the signs all
around us. What are the signs? We see Christmas decorations in the
stores and on houses, we hear Christmas songs on the radio, we see
ads on television and in the newspapers. What if we didn't have all
of these things to remind us that Christmas is coming? How would
we know? I guess we would just have to look at the calendar.

Two thousand years ago, there was no television or radio. There
were no newspaper ads anncuncing that a child would be born and
that he would be the Saviour of the world. When Jesus was born, very few people even knew
about it, but it was an event which God had promised and which had been foretold by prophets
many years before. Many people had been looking forward to the coming of the Messiah, they
just didn't know exactly when he was coming.

This Sunday marks the beginning of a very special season called Advent. Do you know what
Advent means? The dictionary says that advent is "the coming of something very important.”
What is it? Is it Christmas? Yes, we are looking forward to that, but we are also looking forward
to the coming of another very important event. The return of Jesus!

Jesus promised to come again. You won't hear much about it on the television or radio and you
won't read much about it in the newspapers, but he promised he would return and we believe it!
We look forward to it just as people two thousand years ago looked forward the coming Messiah.
We don't know exactly when he will come, it isn't marked on the calendar, but we are watching
and waiting.

As we look prepare to celebrate the birthday of our Saviour, let's also be sure we are prepared
for the day that he will come again.

n Dear Father, we thank you for this special time of year and what it means to us. We
A thank you for keeping your promise to send a Saviour - and we thank you for the
£ promise that he will come again. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.

Today is the First Sunday of Advent
also known as THE SUNDAY OF HOPE
We light one purple candle today.
Colour one candle purple on the wreath.
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TIME

Christmas seems to arrive now by the start of November
and ends on Christmas day. In a secular culture the
season of Advent, a time of waiting is certainly counter-
cultural. This week we begin Advent. This is the period
when we prepare to celebrate the coming of the Christ
among us two millennia ago, but we also believe that He Is
coming among us now and so we have to be prepared to
receive him, and we know that he will come again at the
end of time and we have to prepare the world for his
coming. Advent is a hope-filled few weeks, when we
prepare to welcome, yet again, the light and peace that is
falt at the Lords birth. Jesus is the reason for the season.
One of the images that Pope Francis often uses is that of
the deor. He is calling on us to keep the doors of the
Church open. He means that literally, closed doors invite
no one in. He is using the image of the door also as a
symbol, the Church doors must be open in welcome, The
Church must be welcoming especially to those who living
in anxiety and hopelessness, to those who are seeking the
answers to what life is about. If we dig down a little
deeper the Pope is also asking us questions about why so
many young people do not find the Church a welcoming
Church, while we possess one of the great secrets about
the meaning of life which young people are seeking: the
message of Jesus Christ and how he reveals that our God
is a God of lave,

and he takes the image of the Church door one step
further. The Church doors must be open so that we go out
through them into the world around us to live and witness
to the love of God, especially to those who are on the
margins of Church life and those who are trapped in the
margins of society. There is no point in having our church
doors open if we remain happily inside as a closed comfort
zone for ourselves and the like-minded. There is no point
in creating a Church which is locked within itself and within
its own history. The Advent message is that the Christian
life is always a future-looking one. The Advent wreath is
an image of the Church. Week by week we light another
candle as our lives move forward step by step In
expectation. Our mission as Christians in the world is, as
we look forward to Christ's coming, to anticipate that
fullness of Christ’s teaching through the way we live as
individuals and as society, and to ensure that our world
does not deviate from God's design for his creation.

How does the message of Advent help us focus better on
the fundamental thrust we should be giving to our lives?
How does Advent help us to witness in our society to what
Christ's coming means? Advent, is a period of waiting, of
longing, of anticipation and preparation and of rejoicing
that “the Lord is coming”, that “the Lord is near”; it
encourages us to look to the future as a future of hope
and there s no doubt that we need hope today, as
individuals, as families, as communities and indeed as a
nation. We should learn to think like the Old Testament
prophets as they looked forward to the coming of the
Saviour. They were sensitive to the experience of injustice
and sin under which they lived and looked forward in hope
to the coming of "the anointed one”, as one who's coming
will bring the newness of peace, justice and righteousness.
It was such a hope that enabled the Prophet Isaiah to
dream the dream, with those beautiful words: "One nation
shall not raise the sword against another, nor shall they
train for war again. They shall beat their swords into
ploughshares and their spears into pruning hooks™.

TO THINK!

¢ : ADVENT — A CouUuNTER-CULTURAL SEASON

First Week of Advent

CHope '

Advent reminds us that it is possible to change our world,
starting out from where we are concretely within all the
ambiguities and compromises of life, and move towards
the realisation of the ideal of truth, justice and |love. The
Christian of every generation is called particularly to be
awake and attentive to where society is slipping into
wrong ways and to cry out like the prophet to return to
the ways of God. In our days, sadly, nations still raise
weaponry against others. How often do we read about
knives being raised In violence and guns in vengeance and
lives - young lives being ruined? I am horrified to see in
our world of progress and enlightenment that men and
women and children are driven in their hundreds of
thousands from their homes through wars as in Syria. Like
vou, I am greatly worried by the rising tide of xenophobia
and racism in our country. Christians in our society must
find the ways to speak up and stand up as witnesses to
the God of peace and loving care. A God whose very birth
took place on the periphery as there was no room for him
in the Inn,

Advent then is a moment in which we should interrupt our
daily lives and think about what is essential. All too often,
we live preoccupied by the hecticness of our daily lives,
asleep to the wider consequences of our way of life,
Following Jesus Christ is a calling to a robust engagement
with the challenges of our society. The Christian life is
never self-focussed but focussed on self-giving as Jesus
gave his life to save us. Christians must learn the ability
not just to adapt to the realities of the day but to
challenge the realities and the thought-patterns of the
day. The Christian must be one who stands out and has
the courage to rise above conformity, even when that is
not easy. Advent is not strictly a time of penance and
fasting as is Lent. It is marked more rather by a growing
sense of joyfulness for the fact that Jesus is coming and
that His coming is near. We pray that when He comes He
will find us not closed in the comfortable and the familiar,
but out there doing God's work and confidently bringing
His message of love and hope into the world around us.,

As we celebrate this season of Advent, may we grow in
hopefulness and gratitude.

May the light of Christ, brighter than this winter darkness
inspire us to act with kindness and compassion,

ﬁmmﬁeMMﬁ#ﬁEMm

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 20,400 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaociseparish.ie/articles



S )\ I Oetb Abbeyleix Further Education & Training Centre

Part-Time Learning
Jan - May 2022

* Learn at your own pace
- Morning classes

* Under 18.5hrs p/w

* Experienced Tutors

» Supportive Environment
* No Fees.

Register online
today

www.abbeyleixfetc.ie

Call 057 8731127 Email abbeyleixfet@loetb.ie
SOLAS (i |zeme=. [ Eo s

learning works

An Spioraid Naoimh

e e PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA m
() Saturday 4™ December 2021 o IR Tours
g\ Portlaoise Parish Centre SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR FR DAVID VARD

Commencing at 10:45am (after 10am Mass)

Holy Rosary, Praise and Worship (Live Muslc]:l

Talk #2; "Be Pel:rif;;:: :;;ﬂira:ga:;r:;r?ther is Perfect 3[] JUNE 2022 | 7 NIGHTS
Spiritual Director Fr. Ruairi O'Domhbnaill.

Further info. Contact; M Nerney 086-8157305 | TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDING
Mass in the Capelinha - Fully escorted pilgrimage
Rosary and Candlelit Procession F ﬁ;:}ﬂ;llmﬂiﬂd by Fr Paddy Byrne and
; r Pat Hennessy
aiﬁgaﬂihﬂﬁﬁ:: visionaries |~ Return flights from Dublin to Lisbon

, -7 nights of Hotel Avenida
Internafional Mass - Breakfost, lunch and dinner each day
FOR DETAILS AND BOOKINGS = - Euﬂ 1'1:|KE5

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? TEL: 0863344722 or 0578661601
Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 ®

WATER SOFTENERS

Tron Filters, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Industrial Water Treatment Systems

Sales & Service
Local authority Grants available to bring individwal private well supplies up

io E.U. Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 years old.
(Nt availabie to peaple on mains warer suppiies |

-AQUA TREATMENT

Dmli‘ﬂnml, Mountrath Rd., Portlaoise | www.agquatreatment.ie
Tel: 057-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318



Come, Lord Jesus

The Prayer of Advent: Come, Lord Jesus

The traditional prayer of Advent ‘Come, Lord Jesus’ brings us
straight to the heart of what this season is about. The word
‘Advent’ stemns from the Latin "Adventus,’ meaning 'coming’ or
‘arrival’. It speaks to our yearning for the presence of Jesus in our
lives and to a deep down recognition for the need of this presence
above all things.

Af the beginning of a new Church year, over the Four Sundays of
the Advent season we ready ourselves for the joy of Christmas
when we remember and commemorate the birth of Christ. But
Advent is also about preparing ourselves for His second coming.
We are reminded of this second coming in many phrases that we
hear or say at Mass, for example “as we look forward to his second
coming’, "'when he comes again in glory’, ‘as we await the blessed
hope and the coming of our Saviour”. This second comingis a
central theme from the beginning of Advent right up to the 17%
December. At that point, our attention and preparation shifts
more to the commemoration of His first coming on the feast of the
Nativity.

And yet as we prepare to remember his coming at Christmas and
to anticipate his Second Coming, we also recognise that the risen
Christ is always coming to us, In these Advent days, Jesus, ‘God
with us’, the Lord who is HOPE, PEACE, JOY & LOVE, reaches out to
us and walks with us. As we journey through these days are we
ready to welcome him again and again into our life? Are we ready
to pray Maranatha! Come, Lord Jesus!

POPE FRANCIS - “Advent is a continuous call to hope. It
reminds us that God is present in history to lead it to its
ultimate goal and to its fullness, which is the Lord Jesus Christ.
God is present in the history of humanity, He is the ‘God-
with-us’, He walks beside us to support us.’

’/— A Suggestion for the Home h

Why not create a prayer space in your home for Advent? You

might like to make your own Advent wreath or have a
special Advent candle to use in the prayer space, including
perhaps purple coloured cloth/ribbons and evergreens.
You'll find a short video on creating an Advent prayer
\ipace on kandle.ie.

7

Lord of Hope

/ An Advent Tradition for \

Church and Home:

THE ADVENT WREATH
The advent wreath has a rich meaning. The
circle of the wreath, with no beginning or
end, symbolises the eternity of God. The
evergreen reminds us of the everlasting
life we have in Christ while any pine cones
or pods in the wreath represent new life
and resurrection.
The four candles represent the four
Sundays of Advent. Purple is traditionally a
colour of penance and prayer while the
rose pink candle that is lit on the Third
Sunday (Gaudete/Rejoice Sunday) marks
Our joy as we move ever closer to
Christmas.
As you light a candle on your Advent
wreath for the first time, pray this prayer
of blessing and take a moment to talk to
God about how you will journey through
Advent this year, alone or as a household.
Finish your time of prayer with the Advent
prayer: Come, Lord Jesus!
A Blessing Prayer
Loving God,
let your blessing come upon us
as we light this wreath.
May it be a sign of hope for us
as we prepare for your coming
and may it turn our hearts to you
in the days ahead.
Give us your peace and love
as we wait in joyful hope.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.
\ Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! /




ADVENT THOUGHTS ON...HOPE

So let us enter Advent in hope,

even hope against hope.

Let us see visions of love and peace and justice.
Let us affirm with humility, with joy, with faith,
with courage: Jesus Christ

- the Life of the world. [Daniel Berrigan 5J]

God of light, shine forth, show us how to bring hope to
others. God of mercy, help us to comfort your peaple
ond share in their joy. God of hope, make us an Advent
peaple, preparing the way for life in all its fullness.
Amen. [Catherine Gorman/CAFOD]

p

Society ol 3L Vincant de Paal

Please remember the vital work
of 5t Vincent de Paul this Advent

SOME ONLINE ADVENT COMPANIONS

Interactive Advent Calendar: This annual popular
offering from the Bishops’ Conference goes live on
MNovember 28. Full of daily prayers and resources for
the home, you'll find it at: www.catholichishops.ie

Advent Music Playlist: Each week we'll share a
different playlist of Advent music. This week it's one
compiled by the American Liturgical Compaser, Tany
Alonso. It contains over 10 hours of music and can be
accessed on Spotify here: Advent playlist compiled by

Tony Alonso

Pray As You Go Online Audic Advent Retreat -
STEPPING BEYOND: A short weekly session available on
the Mondays of Advent and inspired by Pope Francis’
letter on friendship. The weeks of Advent are a call to
a deeper reflection on the life of Jesus as he stepped
beyond his world into ours as our companion and
friend. Advent is a time to help us prepare to welcome
lesus our Saviour, God made man in Bethlehem, and to
hear his call to Step Beyond ourselves. https.//pray-as-
you-go.org/article/advent-2021-stepping-beyond

What are the Advent Sunday Readings
saying fo me?

ADVENT SCRIPTURE SHARING
Why not spend time reflecting on the Sunday
Seriptures this Advent alone or with others?
See www.kandle.ie for our weekly Scripture
Sharing Reflections on the Advent Sunday
readings. Look out for a local scripture sharing
group in your parish.
If there isn’t one, why not create one yourself
and invite others to it?

Many thanks to 5r Kate Cuskelly, Sr Cecilia

Molloy, Sr loan Pierce and Sr Ann Wash for
\ preparing these reflections and prayers.

An Advent Prayer
Week One

In Advent we invite you to take o moment before
bedtime to light your Advent wreath or candle,
Pause and thank God for your Advent day.
Bring to God any worries or concerns you may have.
Pray this prayer i union with the rest of our diccesan
Sfamily,
Loving God,
on this Advent night we turn to you in prayer.
As we wait for the coming of your Son,
we ask you to bless our family and all those in
need of your care this night.
Free us from any worry or distress
that we may have
and help us to welcome your light into our lives,
a light that gives us your gift of hope.
May your hope fill our hearts,
our minds and our home.
We ask this through
the One who was, who is and who is to come,

Christ our Lord, Amen.
Come, Lord Jesus, Lord of Hope.

The Church across the world is in Synod. Pope Francis reminds us of the meaning of the
word itself. It is about journeying together, listening to one another with love & respect, &
listening to the Holy Spirit alive in our hearts & in our Church. We are called to do this in our
parishes, in our communities, in our homes, This Advent let's pray that in the days ahead we
will discover more & mare how to journey together in faith.

N

“What the Lord is asking of us is already in some sense present in the very word synod’. Journeying together
— laity, pastors, the Bishop of Rome —is an easy concept to put into words, but not so easy to put into

practice” Pope Francis

W,

A ‘Digging Deeper’ initiative of the Kildare and Leighlin Diocesan Commission for Liturgical Formation




In Loving Memory of 2
NOREEN CONROY

11 Roselawn, Portlaoise.
10™ Anniversary occurs 30™ November 2021

E[I:Eﬂ 65 fﬁ {‘ ﬁO Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
'Bﬂ f'f@ ; Saturday 27" November at 6.30pm.
. Also remembering at this time;

née Conroy 57 Her father Michael & mother Hannah who

St. Brigid’s Place died recently,
Portlaoise My father Stephen Conroy, Marian Avenue

his sister Sheila and her husband Noel
Graham from Arles, who died recently.
From John, Kathy, Jennifer and Jack Conroy.

Martina gﬂrjfﬂ - Boley, Abbeyleix James O’ Donovan, Oola, Limerick, 27" November
His wife Kathleen and K athleen's sister Brid Herbert and her

brother Bob Mash.
From Kathy, John, James, Margaret and ‘Willie.

sl % / Lanbeat vall, Also remembering all the staff at HEART Ambulance.
e 7 dhe : Keep them all safe and protect them and our patients and

7 fear wo eudl: for you are with me: gour nod | ambulances each day on their journeys to and from hospitals.
God keep us all safe from Covid.
and youn otaff - they comforl we. P

CMay Chay Rest in Redace
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Our sympathy to their families. In Loving Memory of
A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to MARGARET DRENNAN

the death nofice at www.porflaciseparish ie/deathnotices Ratheniska House, Stradbally, Portlaoise.
Dicd 4" December 2019.

2™ Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
Haly Cross, Ratheniska, on
Sunday 5™ December at 10am.
To you O Lord Sadly missed and afways remembered
I lift up my soul _ by your fusband_Arthur, son Diarmard,

: daughter-in - law Anne, grandsons
Psalm 24 Sean and Padraig and your extended
: . family, relotrees and friends,
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N : PAT DWYER
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST 20 Grenville, Dublin Road, Portlaoise.

pal e g .
W Eor the perfect tribute card for your loved one 2! Anniversary occurs 28" November 2021

o = onr bespoke memarial caris, e Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

Create a collage of images ilnstrating J : Sts, Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
the life of vour loved one with our { Sunday 28" Novemnber at 11:15am.

expert Design Teane, Those we fove don't go away,
"j." onr Cards are F:{n’h'fifnt{i{r designed 'm"}' are beside us eve r}-cﬁgr,
- unigue kecpﬁl'n.kr.ﬁ with me .Fun:deu charges Unseen, unfeard, but afways near,
Sfor additional photos or images. g Still loved, still missed and very dear.
Fondly remembered afways by Joan, Martina,
Paul, Isabel, extended family and friends.
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In Loving Memory of
JIM GORMAN

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise,
1 Anniversary occurs 27" November 2021

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated In
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church this
Sunday 28™ November at 12:30pm.

We think of you every day,
You are in our hearts forever,

For nothing loved is ever lost and you were

foved so much

Sadly missed and abways remembered by your loving family

and friends
T
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of

BRENDAN O’ BRIEN

Dr. Murphy’s Place, Portlaoise.
Died 20" June 2021.

We the family of the late
Brendan O’'Brien would like
to express our sincere
thanks to everyone who
sympathised with us on our
recent sad loss.
' Thank you to everyone who
sent Mass cards and for the
lovely sentiments left on the
website, and to those who
sympathised with us in person.
A special word of thanks to the staff of
Beechaven, the Triogue Centre and Sue Ryder
who were there for Brendan and whose help
was very much appreciated.
Thank you to Dr. White and his team and to
Jim and staff at Hughes Pharmacy for all your
support.
Thanks also to Fr. David, Msgr. John Byrne and
especially Fr. Nicholas who celebrated the
funeral Mass which was beautiful and it meant
so much. Thank you also to the singer for the
beautiful singing and music.
Our thanks also to Paul and Rankin's funeral
directors for the kind and professional manner
in which they carried out Brendan's funeral
arrangements and also to the gravediggers for
their professionalism and preparing Brendan's
final resting place with such care.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually
we hope that this acknowledgement will be
accepted as a token of our deepest gratitude to
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In Loving Memory of <7
KEVIN YOUNG

34 St Brigid's Place, Portlavise and formerly
Derreen, Cloneygowan, Co. Offaly.
3™ Anniversary occurs 29" November 2021.

h
WL

3" Anniversary Mass will be 1
celebrated in Sts, Peter & '

Paul’s Parish Church on 3

Sat. 27" November at 6:30pm. l.

-

Three years have passed since '
you left us in November, 3
Treasured memories still fill our hearts, fond times '

we all remember,
Three years away from home you are, and missed )
dearly every day. to have one last minute to sit with ™Y
you, “l love you”, | would say. '
Thinking of you always, from Pamela, Roger, Rosie,
Melanie, Aaron, Chloe, Hannah, Nicole and
all your grandchildren.

Reast in Reave Kevin

? In Loving Memory of ?
JOHN JOE BRENNAN
Rathleague, Portlacise. .
4" Anniversary occurs Sunday 28" November 2021
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in .
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Sunday 28™ November at 11:15am.

Your life was full of kindly deeds, a helping hand
to all in need, a pleasant smile, a heart of gold,
no better friend and father this world could hald,
Sadly missed and afways remembered by
fis [oving chifdren, famify and friends.

Rest in Reace “Dad
In Loving Memory of ?

A Special Mum and Gran

ALICE HILLIARD

63 Marian Avenue Portlaoise.
8" Year away from home.
And her hiushand

JIMMY HILLIARD
On his 2" Birthday away from home.
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Our love is forever and
although we are apart,
A Our love only grows stronger,
' deep within our hearts.

Sadly missed by your daughter
~ Li= .:rn.nl'-P'cir‘J‘ ner Dagrm i,
grandcliildren, Jennifer, Nicole, Bermard, Rebecca and partuers,
great-grandchildren and Alice’s brother Andrew,
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of
PEGGY BRENNAN

Pallas, Ballyfin.
1" Anniversary occurs 25" November.

We, Pegay’'s family, wish to express
our deepest gratitude to all who
supporied us and sympathised with
ug, both enline, and in person, at the
time of her departure from this life,
and to all her neighbours who stood
out along the road, those at the
f i,,;-.- cemetery and everyone who sent
— Mass cards and words of comfort,
A special word of thanks to the staff at Portlaoise
Hospital, especially the palliative care team, who looked
after Peggy with kind and professional care,
Many thanks to Keegan Funeral Directors for their
support and professional service and our sincere thanks
to the gravediggers at Ballyfin cemetery for preparing
Pegay’s final resting place,
We would also like to thank most sincerely her nephew,
Fr. Brian Kavanagh for a beautiful funeral Mass and all
who contributed to both the Mass and the removal, as
well as the Priests of Portlacise and Ballyfin Parishes who
said prayers and officiated at the Mass.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of
our deepest gratitude. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has
been offered for your intentions.
Peggy - sadly missed by everyone who knew her.

Rest in Peave ‘E’ﬁj_@

Loving Memory of
ANGELA HYLAND

Mountmellick - Portlaoise

Your needs in fife were simple,
Your fove for your family true,
As long as we were happy,
you were fiappy too.

Loved and missed by Mary, Jimmy
and family, nieces, nephews and
her many friends.

Afso remember;
Granny Hyland whose anniversary occurred
26" September. '
Mary Santry whose anniversary occurs \
29" November. '
Nancy Campbell whose anniversary occurs
30" December.
Brian Santry whose anniversary occurred
217 May.
Eileen Callaghan whose anniversary occurred
20" November,

y 4

T”Anm't’en.'ar_]-' occurs 21" November 2021

Birthday Remembrance

In Loving Memory of
BERNADETTE KELLY
Parkside Apartments and formerly Capeley.
4" birthday away from home; 28" November 2021
God smw you getting tired and a cure
was not to be,
So He put His armes arownd you, and
witispered, “Come to me”,

Hath tearfol eyes we watched you, and saw

you pass awey, and althonglh we loved you
dearly, we could wot make you stay.
A golden heart stopped beating,
Hard working hands at rest, God broke onr fiearts to prove to us,
Me only takes the best,

Sadly missed by her loving daughters Joan and Thefma,
son-in-law, grandchildren and all her loveng family and friends.

Rast in Raave CBearnadatte

? In Loving Memory of ¥

PETER AND KATIE MOLLOY

2 Upper Grattan Street, Portlaoise.

Whose 31%and 8" Anniversaries occur at this time.

will +laese whe think of +hem today,
# little prayer +o Jesus say.

Ji'ad?j,' missed and remembered 5} your fm'ing fn mf.l':].i.
May 'Retor & Katie Rest in Reve

@®  In Loving Memory of ¢

WILLIAM (Willard) DOWNEY

Formerly & Triogue Place, Portlaoise.

4"'Anniversar-f occurs
4" December 2021

T those who think of Willard
today, a fittle prayer to Jesus say.

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's 8=
Parish Church, Saturday 4" December at 10am.

Thinking of you abways, your good fiend Ay
Rest in Reave OBill
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Remembering your loved
ones at Christmas

We are currently accepting
Christmas Remembrances and
Anniversaries for our

Christmas edition.
The deadline to submit notices will be
12 noon Wednesday 15" December.
Owing to the large volume of notices
received, we would ask that notices
are submitted as early as possible.

Access to the Link-up Office is currently
limited so if possible, please e-mail your
notice and photo to
linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

If it is necessary for you to call to the
office with your notice, please ensure
that the notice is fully written prior to
arriving at the office, to avoid delays and
adhere to Covid guidelines.
If you would like to repeat a previous
remembrance/anniversary notice, you
can call the office on 057-8692154.

Thank you for your patience, understanding

and co-operation with the above procedures.
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4+ KEEGAN'S ¥+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Sewice in Portlaoise.

)

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
[opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567 e
PAUL; 087-2562137 4 .o |
NIALL; ;
086-2770095

Lﬁp Portlamse
: ne Centre

+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

+ Woe also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues ete.

+ Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

+ Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated,

+ Cement top and wide range of chippings available.

+ We also supply and fit artificial grass.

+ We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

¢ All grave work carried out to a high standard,

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaocise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@ portlaoisestone.ie
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Christmas Opening Hours

MAAAAAAA"

Monday-Friday from Sam to S5pm
* ‘ Saturdays 4™, 11™ 18™ from 10am to 1pm

v Z v v L4 L v

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 28TH | WIDE VARIETY OF STALLS,
MAIN STREET, PORTLAOISE FAMILY ENTERTAINMENT

PARISH SHOP

P « Cribs/Nativity Sets

F « Cards for all occasions

gl Diaries and Calendars

g  Bibles and Books

e o Christmas Mass Bouquets €3

LAOIS HIRE

AND MORE...

SOOCK

CALL IN AND BROWSE
OUR LARGE SELECTION
OF;

« Christmas Omaments and Gifts




Results for
25" November 2021

08 @@ 25

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINMNERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Elaine Kelly Teresa Kelly

Liz Traynor MNuala Arrigan

P Keenan Maura Buggy
Joan Gee Anne Brennan
Fintan Kavanagh 14 Maura Loughlin
Elizabeth Lynch Match 3s Betty Lynch
Christine Holohan €72 Parish Centre
Deirdre Haslam each Nora Walsh

Clem Rocky Kehoe
Philomena Dwane Thelma Brown
Anne Monaghan Joe Doyle
Josephine Robbins Parish Centre
Eileen Doheny Conroy's Pharmacy
Pauline Phelan Margaret Doheny

Next Week’s Jackpot is €20,000

Fo“ow US , @PortlaociseParis Play PARISH

& Like Ug @)portiaciseparishiacis @@@@@

OMNMLINE—/7
www.portlaciseparish.ie

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

| Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
{ Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of s0 many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.
Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by chegue or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:
IBAN: IES3AIBKS3327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding

All safeguarding statements and policies can be

viewed on our website and Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MAMAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr, lulie
All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaoiseparish.ie
(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times
057 8600119)
Iirl Secretary: Julie Conroy
L' Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup @portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




DIMPLEX FAN HEATER 2KW

ONLY €34.99
WAS €39.99

OIL FILLED
RADIATOR 1.5
KW 7 FIN

* ONLY €59.99

SINOX GAMING

' CHAIR
]

OMNLY €149.00
WAS €179.00

ONLY €24.99
w €219.99

=

DE VIELLE LUXURY RECHARGEABLE
ELECTRIC HOT WATER BOTTLE

ONLY €995.00
WAS € 1495.00

F ¥

CONVECTOR
HEATER 2KW

ONLY €34.99

CLASSIC FLAT
LADDER RAIL
BOOXT150X22MM

OMNLY 99.00
ONLY €165.99

TRUST GXT 865 ASTA
MECHAMICAL GAMING
KEYBOARD

ONLY €69.99
WAS €117.99

4 PIECE RATCHET TIE
DOWN SET

ONLY €9.95
WAS €£29.95

E

SUPERSER GAS
HEATER

ONLY €109.00
WAS €129.99

3PC 24 HOUR PLUG IN
TIMER SOCKET SET

ONLY €10.99
WAS €15,99

TRUST GXT 711
DOMINUS GAMING
DESK

ONLY €169.00
WAS €199,99

.r-r

WWW.TELFORDS.IE

LUMINUX FROST
PROTECTOR HEATER 40
/] :i ;‘ r"r:r.r' .:'i Ty
-rlltl'lunn. il

Ui g

OMLY €9.99
WAS £20.50

SOLAR GUARDIAN
LIGHT 1.5W 220LM

ONLY €9.99
WAS £14.95

TRUST CELAZ
MULTIPLATFORM
GAMING HEADSET

ONLY €24.95
WAS €20.99

UPTO

HALF

WWW.TELFORDSELECTRIC.IE

CLICK & COLLECT
AND
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

Clenminam Business Park, Clonminam, Portlacise, Co. Laols, R32 PNEW

PICTURES ARE FO® ILLIFSTRATION PLURPOSES ONLY- ALL ITEMS SUSJECT TO AVAILABRLITY = FRICES ARE SUBIECT TD CHANGE WITHOUT MOTICE « PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIME OF PRINT- VAT INCLUSIVE- ALL RBGHTS RESERVID + F&OE




