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KEEPING CHRIST IN CHRISTMAS

Lamas keeping an eye on the Crib at Kelly’s, Bloomfield.
A beautiful Crib at the approach to our town from Stradbally.
Well done to all who brought it about.

See also page 19.

@PortlaciseParis

The Parish Centre 057 8621142

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie % Lilte U sE) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaoiselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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. Come, Lord Jesus

What Must We Do?
How many times are we
shamed into saying, "I'll
never grumble again!"
We watch children who
have life threatening
illnesses finding
something to smile
about. We see families
living in poverty,
seemingly happy when
they have every excuse to be deeply unhappy. We
read about the men and women, who despite
disability or overwhelming odds, adopt a positive
attitude and achieve great things. These people are
living proof that happiness doesn't come from
everything being right in our lives.

The third Sunday in Advent is traditionally known as
Gaudete Sunday, Gaudete meaning to rejoice.
Rejoicing, exulting, being happy and singing for joy
are the themes in today's liturgy. But how are we to
feel happy in a world where there isn't much to feel
happy about ...... what must we do?

John the Baptist gives us the answer,

"If anyone has two tunics," he says, he must share
with the man who has none."

We have all experienced the joy of giving a gift......
the inner glow that comes with knowing we have
bought someone exactly what they always wanted.
We experience this same pleasure in sharing what we
have with those who have nothing.

To the tax collector and the soldier John says, "Exact
no more than your rate. Be content with your pay."
What joy is there in gain if it's at someone else's
expense? Do we really get any satisfaction at saving a
couple of pence at the supermarket knowing it is at
the expense of a third world farmer working for
virtually nothing at all. At this season in particular we
remember not to exploit those who work hard for little
profit. We remember whilst doing our Christmas
shopping to look for the 'Fair Trade' labels. If we are
employers we remember not to make unreasonable
demands in order to line our own pockets.

Most importantly this Christmas, we remember that
happiness comes from being content with what we
have.

Lord of Joy

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday - Thursday
7.30am & 10am
Friday & Saturday
7.15am (Christmas Novena)

& 10am
Sunday
Vigils S5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS
Saturday
After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

Gaudete
Sunday

Gaudete >
Sunday is
the third
Sunday of
Advent.

The Latin Gaudete is translated as Rejoice,
the first word of the introit., The reference
to joy, hope and optimism are dominant at
this point in Advent.

The lesson we can take from this is that
Christians ought to be the most hopeful
and cheerful of people, bringing both joy
and peace into their homes and families,
workplaces, and social circles. If you can't
feel cheerful to order, use the opportunity
to work out which parts of your life fill you
with the most optimism.

i We welcome into our Parish Community

Mia Belle Chamberlain,
Lake Place, Kilminchy

Caoimhe Sighle McBride,
Bluebell Way, Esker Hills

Who were baptised last weekend.,




MU LHALL MEATS
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Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eve nf Round Rnabt

n | Gth Dee Only

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am9pm, Sunday S8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044
Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday %am - Spm

AUDIOLOGIST
HEARING AID

Consultant °

Patricia Kilmartin
5.H.A. A

W, Rooting
The Height of Quality
» Camprehensive Hearing Assecsment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests KEEF *OUR

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicianz Moulds, etc. ROOFIHG NEEDS IN I-AOIS "‘ k-
= Heoring Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service) SHOP LOCAL

Ear Wax Rameval Service

In Attendance
10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois. Jais

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

Suppart Local Busdnesses - Sugipor Laon

GUTTER CLEANING
“ROOF FREE +ROOF INSPECTION

By Appointment Only 'n@'n” — ONLY €60

Tel: 057 B692289 Mobile: 0B5 8568808

E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com 089 4892441
jwroofing77@gmail.com
wiww. jwroofing.ie

CONTACT James

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*ESTRKT SAFETY MEASLARES IM PLACE, IM LINE WITH ADAVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®




mo Taylor & Conroy
CONROY Orthotics and Insoles

ORTHOTICS

clubvitae

o

1 Dug Df
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13th-24th December

& 3 Months shudent gym & pool €99 12 Months qvm & poal £399
i 3 Months gym & pool €130 12 Months poclanly £279
-: 3 Months famiy ioolony) €199 10 adutt passes 60

& Months qymorty €139 10 chikipasses €35

For symptoms of;
High Arches, Flat Feet, Bunions,
Heel Spur, Shin Splints...

b & Months gym &poal €238
It 6 Months poclonly €139

= & Months cver 585 gmEpod £210
s 12 Months couple poolany €520

We may have the solution with
Prescription Orthotics

KELLIE TAYLOR BSC [Hons) Ost. M.OUC.. and DARREN CONROY BSC [Hons) Dst. M.O.CL

086-8675060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

Bt —-— —. \, on & +353 57 864 ﬁtmstenpaths@gmail.mm - www.tcosteopaths.ie
Portlaoise Thrift Sho . .
. P Laois Physiotherapy
Peppers Lane, Portlaoise Clinic

live life physically well

\E}D

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE BSc MSc MISCF

NicoLA CALDBECK BSc MISCFMAACF

CoONOR BOLTON BSc Msc MISCP

We generously donate to Hospice Care locally and 7 week course of Pilates for

have done so continuously since our shop opened! beginners on Mondays, 7-8pm in
Portlaoise Parish Centre.

We are now in need of furniture; beds, wardrobes, Starting Manday 15t November.

dressing tables, bedside lockers, tables, chairs etc.
Ladies, gents and children's clothing and all types of
bric-a-brac.

Bookings now open with limited
places available.

Please call Debbie on
Your donations help to make peoples lives more 087-9945057 or e-maH;

comfortable. info@laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
We can collect on request at your convenience. to book a place.

Contact Kevin 087 958 6057 Note: Vaccine Cert required to attend.
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Portarlington

Furi:hér_Eﬁucatioﬁ & Traiﬁing Centré
ACCESS TO FURTHER EDUCATION

QQl Level 3 &4 Minor Award NOW
ENROLLING
MODULES OF LEARNING DATE
Basic Computers From Wed 19" Jan
Communications to Wed 18" May 2022
Personal Effecltiveness TIME
Word Processing 9.30am - 3.30pm
Maths (TBC)

LIMITED NUMBER OF FREE PLACES AVAILABLE
Closing date for applications: MONDAY, 6" DECEMBER

Cd-mbacinithe ag an
Rialtas na hEireann = [EEEEEEETEN 5ontas Eorpach
Government of Ireland co-bun

E o

Q" MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

pF GET YOURSELF NOTICED

» Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TFE3
L 057 8634050 . 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie QO00B®




DUNAMASE ANTIQUES

Antique Furniture, Lamps, China Tea Sets.
Kitchen Copper and Brass ware, Mirrors.
Pub Memorabilia, "Man Caves World".

Pictures; Michael Collins, Guinness, Whiskies,
Lacis/Leix All Ireland Winner 1915,

Waterford Crystal and others.
Mason’s Mandlay China.

Christmas frresents for everifone! !
The Anthues Corner Portlanlse

Main Street Partlaulie 085- }'55?205 'F
Open Monday - Saturday 10:30am-5pm

All major credit cards accepted. Delivery all over Ireland, UK, Europe etc.

m www.dunamaseantigues.com [FEmey

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

 NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

CENTREPOINT CARPETS LTD

KYLEKIFROE |MDU ESTATE, TIh: RT ACIS
SITUATED BET Li&M FITZPATRIC ES AND A

Phone/Fax; 057-86 12 | E-mail; centrepointcarpets@gmail.com

We are Suppliers of -
# Carpets # Vinyls # Wood Flooring * Rugs # Blinds
* Mattresses = Beds * Bedroom Furniture * Pillows

WIWW. LLH[TEPGIIHLI:!.FDI}IS ic

WATER SOFTENERS

Iron Filters, Ultra Violet Filiers {For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Industrinl Water Treatment Systems

Sales & Service
Local authority Grants available to bring individual private well supplies up
o E.U. Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 years old.
(Wor available to people on maing wargr suppiies)

AQUA TREATMENT

Dromadoon, Mountrath Rd., Portlacise | www, aquatreatment.ie

Tel: D57-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318

- Massage

- Reflexology v

Contact;
Website:
Facebook:

Amy Egan Holistic

Hipwell House, Portlaoise

m

- Indian Head Massage

- Fertility Treatments

- Holistic Facial and lots more ...

' Christmas Gift Vouchers available

087 966 2086
www.amyeganholistic.com
www_focebook.com/amyeganholistic

MFMEERDF

Irish Society of
/) Chmtered
Physiotherapists

Services Offered.

FPhysiotherapy
Rehabilitation
Post Surgery
Sports Injuries
Work Related Injuries
Adolescent Injuries

BRIAN GLYNN
PHYSIOTHERAPY

Laois SAS LOETE Centre of Excellence, Portlaoise

BOOK VIA
T: OBSBTe3EG66
Web: www brianglynnphysictherapy.com

SVP
Annual Food
and Toy
Christmas
Appeal

Thank you for your
continued support.

All food and Toy donations can be left at
Reception in the Parish Centre. Please ensure
that all food items are non-perishable.




PACO RABANNE 50ML

NOW: €45.00
SAVE: €21.00

SAVE €37.00

CALVIN KLEIN BEAUTY
50ML EAU DE PARFUM

WAS: €66.00 ]
MOW: £29.00 j
SAVE: €37.00

GHOST
DEEP NIGHT
SOML GIFT SET

WAS: €49.95
MNOW: £34.95
SAVE: €15.00

WAS; €47.00
NOW: €20.00
SAVE: €£27.00

WAS: €56.00
NOW: €30.00
SAVE: €36.00

WHILE

20 MAIN STREET, PORTLAOISE = (057) B621332

PACO RABANNE
INVICTUS 50ML GIFT SET

—

p—

oy -_ I I
WAS: €66.00 - l
NOW: €45.00 Hj

SAVE: €21.00

VERA WANG PRINCESS
100ML EAU DE TOILETTE

v

SAVE €10.00

CALVIN KLEIN CK ONE
50ML GIFT SET

WAS: €72.00

NOW: €32.00
SAVE: €40.00

WAS: €36.00
MNOW: €26.00
SANE: €10.00

LACOSTE

RED
T5ML
EAU DE
TOILETTE

L

ESSENTIAL
F3ML EAU
DE TOILETTE

WAS: £54.00
NOW: €34.00
SAVE: €£20.00

WAS: €56.00

3AVE €27.00

NOW: €29.00

DOLCE AND GABBANA
LIGHT BLUE 25ML GIFT SET
EAU DE TOILETTE

+

.:i j'
&
Y W

YVES SAINT LAURENT
KOUROS
EAU DE TOILETTE
S50ML
WAS; €59.00
NOW: €39.00
SAVE: €20.00
100ML

WAS: €78.00 NOW: £52.00
SAVE: €26.00

WAS: €53.00
NOW: €43.00
SAVE: €10.00

SARAH JESSICA
PARKER LOVELY
30ML GIFT SET

¥ i :
WAS: €33.00 q#ﬂﬂ
NOW:€19.95 & o |
SaVE: €13.05 ?

KATY PERRY

MAD
POTION

INDI
3J0ML

lm
re
L

WAS: €23.93
NOW: €6.95
SAVE: €17.00

WAS: €£23.95
NOW: €7.95
54ME: €16.00

SHOP
OPEN

SAVE €20.00

ELIE SAAB
JOML GIFT SET

WAS: €55.00
MNOW: €35.00
SAVE: €20.00

CALVIN KLEIN BE
200ML EAU DE TOILETTE

WAS: €75.00
MNOW: €36.00
SAVE: €39.00

CALVIN KLEIN
ETERNITY 50ML GIFT SET

WAS: €567.00

MNOW: €47.00
FAVE: €20.00

CHRISTINA AGUILERA
MY SECRET
GIFT SET

WAS: €19.95
NOW: €12.95
SAVE: €7.00

STOCKS LAST

Visit www.hughespharmacyportlaoise.ie




Join our

CHRISTMAS
CLUB ‘tt::rd:zrb,aF

_( Techmarket 25

S Sales Accessories Repairs !._..-n
Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@) @techmarketirl SALES

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD Mountmellick Macra Light up
-

Truck & Traggor Run In Aid Of The ,E? E .

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-86817200 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

13 Week Part-Time
l etb Computers & IT
Abbeyleix Starting January 2022

Modules Available Day Time
Introduction to Computers (3N0881) Friday 10-13:00

Introduction to Word Processing (4N1123) Thursday 10-13:00
Introduction to Spreadsheets (4N1120) Monday  11-14:00

* Learn at your own pace E: IE
* Morning classes

* Under 18.5hrs p/w

« Experienced Tutors

» Supportive Environment
* No Fees E -~
Register online today
Call: 057 8731127 Email: abbeyleixfet@loetb.ie www.abbeyleixfetc.ie

3 Cd-mhaoinithe ag an
f >—~< Biattas iia hlireann fontas Earpach
B Government of Ireland Co-funded by the
W= European Unlan
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Portarlington

Further Education & Training Centre

BUSINESS STUDIES NOW

QQl Level 6 Minor Award ENROLLING

PART-TIME & FULL-TIME PROGRAMME

Leadership | Computerised Accounts
Human Resource Management | Finance

LIMITED NUMBER OF PLACES AVAILABLE

Closing date for applications: MONDAY, 6*" DECEMBER

Cémhaoinithe ag an §
Ru:his i hEireann Apnias Eorpach ‘ i
rvemment of Ireland Co-funded by the L
Eurapesn Lnion

www.portarlingtonfetc.ie or call the Centreon 057 86 23161 li

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
L8 8 &

|

To apply log onto

o
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Enjoy our delicious homemade Chicken Korma
ar Boz Beef Burger and a draught pint of your choice

in the Cedar Bar. Available seven nights a week,

057 B63 1200 | SALES@THEKILLESHIN.COM | WWW.THEKILLESHIN.COM




Clonminam Ind. Est., Opening Hours
Portlaoise. Monday-Friday
057-8672980 8:45am-5:30pm

ANIMAL FEEDS Saturday 9am to Spm

e DOG/CAT We stock full range of bagged

2 BAGS 15KG 9 _
DOG FOOD niﬂmﬂ TINNED Animal food for

SR g ) FOOD « Cattle » Sheep + Pigs+ Goats
e — -.Iull 24 pack only
€20.00 i | + Feed for Poultry and Game and

€13.00 Domestic animals

Stocking all leading brands; Pedro, Dr. John, Redmills Leader,
Engage, Royal Canin, Beta, Gain

RED MILES _
REDMILLS, BAILEYS AND
BLUEGRASS HORSEFEED IN STOCK

3 BAGS OF
WATER

DON'T MISS . VP SOFTENER
QUT ON OUR ¥ - K4 SALT ONLY
SPECIAL PRICE o s .2 €19.00

OF €179.00 o~ KINETICO
UP UNTIL AVAIL OF SPECIAL PRICE ON 25KG PEANUTS 'Fv.i“:ﬁ;%_ ; A 2 BLOCK SALT

CHRISTMAS wonly €47.00 -ﬂ 318 : in Stock
25KG Wild Bird Seed €20.00 . ~ NOW ONLY

CLIPPERS AND BLADES IN STOCK - ;
Wild Bird Seed, Nyjer, Suet Balls and B b €8.00

Feeders now in stock

In store blade sharpening service

Fuel Depot

= KINDLING = BRIQUETTES = BLOCKS = GAS

W 0SMO MOSS REMOVER = SMOKELESS COAL = ECO GLOW OVOIDS
NOW IN STOCK = FIRELIGHTERS « ECO LOGS

Range of Wheelbarrows to  Now stocking Stove Ovoids - ideal for Stoves, smokeless
suit domestic and farm use  gnd burns to ash

:i‘::f“”“ LELis e ECO GLOW 40KG - Super smakeless product - 3 for €57.00

Stock up from FIREBRITE 40KG
our range of Bait SPECIAL 3 FOR €54.00

and Traps OFFER Also Gas only €26

SHAVINGS AND RUBBER
MATTING IN 5TOCK Keep up to date with our Special Offers and Free Drta’ws
Selection of WHEELBARROWS  on Facebook and Midlands 103 n MIDEaNDS

in stock

e

Don't forget to order your CHRISTMAS TREE available in Brownes from 1 December

€5 donation to homeless charity for every tree sold
Brownes Animal Feeds.. . Animal Feeds and much maore. .always great value and service!




Clonminam Ind. Est., Opening Htlnurs
Portlaoise. Monday-Friday
2:45am-5:30pm

057-8672980 M A L FEED S Saturday 9am to Spm

Also Stocking, = Kennels
Outdoor Turnout » Accessories » Flea Treatments

ﬁi\;%\' | . Rugs from & Health Supplements

€65.00 ; \ MUCKBOOT ﬂc\“‘
Many styles and sizes 4 B8 RANGE NOW

. to choose from LESS 10% OFF ‘“Iﬂ!f

» BOOTS » JACKETS = SKULLS » BACK PROTECTORS = GLOVES « JODS = TACK

+ Wide range of Wellingtons, Work Boots and Water proofs always in stock.
+ Range of PPE Gear - fantastic value in all brands. « Camo and Shooting Clothing in
stock, adult and junior, Don't miss out

i !
on the special offers! 400z oee ant

WORKBOOTS
FOR DECEMBER

Brownes -
Always great
value and
service

Book in your Furry Friends to be pampered in our
GROOM ROOM
Call Sarah for bookings on 085-1072948

Gift
Vouchers

Available
The Ideal Gift!!

FISHING
TACKLE
AVAILABLE

Don’t miss out on our Special Offers SPECIAL
throughout the Store! OFFERS

' We would like to wish all

our Customers a very

q ! ua‘? Happy and Peaceful

Christmas

‘At ¥ and we lock forward to
\, L= l l ‘ " your confinued support
[

n 2022.




Rejoice Sunday &

Bambinelli

The Third Sunday of Advent is
traditionally referred to as
Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday. The
rose coloured candle we light this
day represents this joy, which is
echoed in the Entrance Antiphon
of the Mass: ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.’

5t John Paul I, began a tradition in Rome that continues
today. On this Sunday, children and their families from across
Rome come to 5t Peter's Square, bringing with them the
figure of the infant lesus from their crib. After the Angelus,
the children raise up the figures and the Pope blesses them.
The day is now also known affectionally as Bambinelli
Sunday, the Italian for babies. In many places the blessed
figure is wrapped and placed under the family Christmas tree
to be unwrapped and finally placed in the crib at Christmas -
reminding us of the first and most important gift of
Christmas!

In Advent 2019 Pope Francis once more encouraged families
to have a nativity scene or crib in the home. He said that it ...
helps us to relive the history of what took place in Bethlehem.
When, at Christmas, we place the statue of the Infant Jesus in
the manger, the nativity scene suddenly comes alive. God
appears as g child, for us to take into our arms. Beneath
weakness and frailty, he conceals his power that creates and
transforms all things.”

Suggestion for the home Assemble a crib for
your home with hay and the animal figures. As we get
closer to Christmas, add the shepherds, loseph and
Mary, leaving the three Magi at a distance from the
crib until January 6", On Christmas Eve place the
figure of Jesus into the crib and say a prayer together.
Look out for the diocesan prayver card for Christmas
2021 with this and other prayers for the 12 days of
Christmas - available on www kandle.ie

| l Come, Lord Jesus
Lord of Joy

/ An Advent Tradition \

The Nativity Scene

In about 1223 AD 5t Francis wanted to
celebrate the feast of Christmas in a new way,
helping people to recall the humble
surroundings in which lesus was born (his
nativity). In the town of Greccio, near Assisi,
with the help of a local landowner he setup a
live crib with stable, hay and animals. The local
people came at night with torches and candles
to celebrate Mass. On seeing the scene they
were reminded of God's love for us in sending
his only san ta be born in the poverty of a
manger. 5t. Francis' initiative at Greccio
popularized the making of a Christmas crib in
our homes, churches, hospitals, schools and
other places.

A Blessing Prayer by

the Family Crib
God of all people,
fram the very beginning of creation
you have shown us your love:
when our need for a Saviour was great
you sent your 5on
to be born of the Virgin Mary.
To our lives He brings joy and peace, justice,
mercy, and love,
Lord, bless our family and all who will look
upon this crib in the coming days;
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus,

who is God-with-us, our Emmanuel and

9 /

the Saviour of all. Amen.

and lift our thoughts to Him,




e

What are the
Advent Sunday Readings
saying fo me’?

ADVENT SCRIPTURE SHARING

Why not spend time reflecting on the Sunday
Scriptures this Advent olone or with others?
See www. kandle.ie for our weekly Scripture
Sharing Reflections on the Advent Sunday
readings. Look out for a local scripture sharing
group in your parish.

If there isn’t one, why not create one yourself
and invite others to it?

Many thanks to Sr Kate Cuskelly, Sr Cecilia
Molloy, 5r Joan Pierce and Sr Ann Wash for
preparing these reflections and prayers.

SOME ONLINE ADVENT COMPANIONS

Advent Music Playlist: If reading a digital copy,
click here for this week's Advent play list: Catholic
Advent Hymns and Carols 22 Advent hymns & Carols.
See previous bulletins for more playlists.

Interactive Advent Calendar: This annual popular

offering from the Bishops' Conference is full of daily prayers

and resources for the home, you'll find it at;
www_catholichishops.ie

Free Daily Prayer App: Universalis.com does all the
calendar calculations for you, and enables you to join in
the daily prayer of the Church. Every day it gives you
access to the readings of the Mass of the day as well as all
the texts for praying the Liturgy of the Hours/ the Divine
Office, and so much more.

This Advent we ask you to pray that the Synod w}

are undertaking as a Church will be a means to
move forward on the path towards being a more
synodal Church in the long-term’ - that is a Church
that journeys together, that listens to one another
and to the Holy Spirit, a Church in which we all have
a part. Synodality is not about an event but a way
of being Church together.

In the coming months we will be asking you to
share in the conversation on how we are doing on
our journey together as Church.

The Synod prayer can be accessed X V¥
on: https://www.kandle.ie/synod/ “‘\:ﬁ‘;"_;g‘;iﬁ“d
2102
" ! TOT3

pr Eapinis ghiensdanh

ADVENT THOUGHTS ON...JoY
“Joy is not the same as happiness. We can be unhappy
about many things, but joy can still be there because it
comes from the knowledge of God’s love for us... Joy is
the experience of knowing that you are unconditionally
loved and that nothing — sickness, failure, emotional
distress, oppression, war or even death — can take
that love away.” Henri Nouwen

“The Christian identity card is joy, the Gospel's joy, the
joy of having been chosen by Jesus, saved by Jesus,

regenerated by lesus; the joy of that hope that Jesus is

waiting for us, the joy that - even with the crosses and
sufferings we bear in this life - is expressed in another
way, which is peace in the certainty that Jesus
gccompanies us, s with us."[Pope Francis]

S

/ Remembering those in need
In the Advent season we are especially called
to support those in need as much as we can,
There are many charities that need our
assistance, including 5t Vincent de Paul,
Trdcaire, Focus Ireland, the Peter McVerry
Trust, Pieta House, the Simon Community, to

\name a few. Please give what you can.

A

/ An Advent Family Prayer at\

Bedtime for week 3

You might like to light three candles on your
Advent wreath or Advent Candle to begin your

prayer

Loving God,
On this Advent night
we turn to you in prayer.
As we prepare to celebrate
the birth of your Son,
we ask your blessing on each of us,
Open our hearts
to the good news that you bring to us
and help us to welcome your light
into our lives,
a light that gives us the gift
of joy in the Lord,
May we see that our deepest joy
comes from knowing you.
May this joy fill our hearts, our minds
and our home.
We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
Together we pray: Come, Lord Jesus.

A ‘Digging Deeper’ initiative of the Kildare and Leighlin Diocesan Commission for Liturgical Formation




o The Gift That Jesus Brings

8M In the Gospel today we learn that John, even though he was in prison,
‘*'/ . was hearing about all the wonderful things Jesus was doing. He sent
a message to Jesus by some of his friends. "Ask Jesus if he is the
Messiah we have been expecting, or should we continue to watch for
someone else?"
When they asked Jesus that question, he answered, "Go back to John and tell him about
the things you hear and see: The blind can see. The crippled can walk. People with
harmful skin diseases are healed. The deaf can hear. The dead are raised to life. And the
Good News is told to the poor.”
If you were blind, what better gift could you receive than to be able to see? If you were
crippled, what better gift could you receive than to be able to walk? If you were dead,
what better gift could you receive than the gift of life? Jesus is God's gift to us. Jesus
came to earth to give us life -- eternal lifel What a gift!

Dear God, thank You for Jesus! We know that every good gift
we receive comes from you and the greatest gift is eternal life
brought down to us through your Son. Father, we thank you.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Third Sunday of Advent also Rnown as Gaudete Sunday

The term Gaudete refers to the first word of the
Entrance Antiphon, "Rejoice". You can see
this word in Sunday’s missalette or on our
screen in the Parish Church at the
beginning of Mass.

Rose vestments can be worn
to emphasise our joy that
Christmas is near, and we also light
the rose candle on our Advent wreath.




THE GIFTS THAT
JESUS BRINGS

Complete the paragraph by filling in the blanks with the
correct words from the word bank at the bottom of the
story.

When John heard in what Christ was doing, he

sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who was to
come, or should we expect someone else?”

replied, “Go back and report to John what

you hear and see: The blind receive , the

lame ; those who have leprosy are .

the deaf , the are raised, '

and the is preached to the ___

Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”

cured good Jesus poor sight

dead hear news prison walk

\ ' .

! 4 .."‘ —
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ALTAR SERVE S
To show our appreciation to all our Altar &
Servers for their hard work, we are

holding a Christmas Movie and party in O

the Parish Centre after school on Friday
20th December. Children can be
collected from the Parish Centre at
5.30pm.




The gun should never have been left lying around in the
first place. Making the carelessness even worse was that it

was lpaded. With two unsupervised eight-year-old boys §

messing with it, something catastrophic was bound to
happen. It did. Young Brignon squeezed the trigger. There
was a loud, sharp, crack, a whiff of gun smoke, a gush of
blood, and an eruption of high, hard screechy-screaming.
Placide Cappeau, a son of winemakers and barrel makers,
was suddenly and excruciatingly on his way to becoming
ﬁermanently one-handed. The bullet destroyed his right

and, which had to be amputated. That put paid to any
idea that when he grew up he would become a cooper like
his dad. Jacques Brignon, father of the boy who
accidentally shot Placide, was distraught. In an attempt to
make amends, he offered the Cappeau family financial
support for the education of their amputee son. The
handgun incident happened in 1816 in the small town of
Rogquemaure, about seven-and-a-half miles north of
Avignon in the south of France.

Placide was accepted by the College Royal d'Avignon. |

There, at the age of 17, he won first prize in drawing.
Subsequently he studied literature in Nimes, and in 1831
he obtained a law degree in Paris. But he never practiced
law. Instead, in Roquemaure he became a wine merchant
whaose main hobby was writing verse. A competent enough
oet, he never achieved widespread literary success or
ame, though he was well known enough locally to get
himself elected Mayor of the town. Born and brought up a
Catholic, he had drifted away from religion, only rarely
attended Mass, and in conversations with people directed a
lot of biting criticism at the Roman Catholic clergy in
general.

The parish Priest of Roguemare was close to giving up on
him, especially when Cappeau began to publicly espouse
socialism. However, in what proved to be a last throw of
the dice in attempting to draw Cappeau (right) back into
the bosom of Mother Church, in 1847 the priest asked him
to write a Christmas poem for Midnight Mass on Christmas
Eve. The priest also asked him to take it to one of France’s
moast famous and successful composers, Adolphe Adam,
for a musical setting. Cappeau felt both puzzled and
flattered, and told the priest he would do his best to come
up with something suitable. For reference, he turned to
Luke’s gospel about the birth of Christ, reasoning that it
would give him an authoritative framework on which he
might base his poem. Then, on December 3™ of that year,
during a long, bumpy and swaying joumey by coach from
Roguemare to Paris, he began the task of putting words on
paper. It was on the section between the cities of Macon
and Dijon that he did the bulk of the work. By the time the
coach trundled into Paris, he had completed it. He gave it
the title Cantigue de Noel (Song of Christmas).

What he had done was to imagine what it would have been
like to witness the birth of lesus in Bethlehem. When he
read and re-read what he had written, he felt deeply
moved by the words.

Now he had to get the poem to Adolphe Adam, whose
theatrical successes included the ballets Faust, and Giselle,
and La Fille du Danub. Adam had been commissioned to
compose orchestral works and ballets that were performed
in faraway St Petersburg, and in Berlin and London. He
was at the height of his fame,

Into his hands now came Cappeau’s poem, and, given its
subject matter and the beautiful style of is writing, it
presented him with a challenge unlike any he had been
presented with before,

He spent three weeks perfecting his composition, and
ended up with what is frequently called a heartbreakingly
beautiful piece of music.

Cappeau took the song back to Rogueamare and handed it
over to the parish priest, who was overcome with awe and
gratitude.,

He contacted a Parisian opera singer who lived locally, and
at Midnight Mass on Christmas Eve, she gave the first
public performance of the carol that would become known
as O Holy Might, and would be (and is) sung tearfully and
with reverence all over the world.

The congregation at that Midnight Mass loved the carol,
and within a short time it won the hearts and approval of
people all over France. The Catholic Church in France
originally endorsed its use in Christmas ceremonies.

And then something strange happensd. The church
authorities denounced the carol. Placide Cappeau had
denounced the Catheolic Church and joined the socialist
movement, and Adolphe Adam was found to have had
Jewish ancestry. The reasons given by the church
authorities for banning Cantigue de Noel were, *its lack of
musical taste!” and ‘total absence of the spirit of refigion!”’
But the common people disregarded the denunciation.
They wouldnt let the song die. Cantigue de Moel continued
to be sung at Christmas ceremonies all over France.

An  extraordinary happening during the 1870/71
Franco-Prussian War was allegedly the reason the Catholic
Church authorities received the song back into religious
ceremonies., During a lull in battle, a French soldier
jumped up out of his trench, stood in full view, and sang
Cantique de Noel. Not one shobt was fired at him. The
Germans were s0 moved that one of their soldiers then
stood up and sang one of Martin Luther’s hymns. Nobody
fired a shot at him either. It resulted in the armies of both
sides honouring a 24-hour Christmas truce.

The English words of O Holy Night were written by an
American named John Sullivan Dwight who introduced the
song to America.

And on Christmas Eve, 1906, O Holy Night became the
first song ever broadcast over the radio when Reginald
Fassenden played it when experimenting with a
microphone and the telegraph. O Holy Night continues to
inspire hope and comfort. Blessings we all nesd in
abundance this Christmas...

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 20,600 followers or

@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles



The 65 Kirchen Choir

! presents
2 : : - Lol IR
Music & Songs from the Kitchen \Jn,”

Classic hits from across the decades!
Chart toppers, one-hit-wonders and all your favourites!
A unique performance you will not want to miss.

Thursday 28" April, Friday 29" Saturday 30"
In the Dunamaise Theatre, 8pm - A

Tickets €17 ®

For bookings contact the theatre on 057 86 63355 | www.dunamaise.ie DU

ARTE QEAETARA

Portarlington

Further Education & Training Centre

OFFICE ADMINISTRATION

i R NOow
QQI Level 5 Minor Award ENROLLING

PART-TIME & FULL-TIME PROGRAMME

Text Production Accounting Manual and

3 e : s
Information and Administration Computerised

Payroll Manual
and Computerised

Communications
Spreadsheet Methods
Digital Marketing

Behavioural Studies

Closing date for applications: MONDAY, 6" DECEMEBER
For further information email: markelly@loetb.ie

Rialtas na hEireann
Governnient of Ireland

To apply log onto www.portarlingtonfetc.ie or call the Centreon 057 86 23161 “




PAINTING & WINDOW AND DOOR HANDYMAN
DECORATING lirced) e ~ AVAILABLE
- Interior & E_Kteriﬁr e s " to do tiling,
- Spray Pamt,mg - Slide Patio Doors Rollers timber floors,
: Tgu;ir:::ih;;grience - Wmcil-‘pw and Door draught painting etc.
proofing : .
089-4459958 083-3153211 All jobs considered.
www.kukic-hms.ie www. kukic-hms.ie Phone Jim 087-6885017
TV SERVICES PLUMBER AVAILABLE RAMPS & RAILS

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

6 Concrete ramps with

-l Steel handrails installed
to provide safe access

for everyone.
All welding services available.

057-8732998 For more info. call David;
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-2675106
PODIATRIST ERAWAN

MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.

THAI MASSAGE
Pepper's Court

Tel., Portlaocise
086-3785327 Open Monday-Saturday
By Appointment only. llam-7pm

VHI-Aviva-Laya approved 083-0988602
Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oil Boilers,
Oil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaoving all the old sludge and water that has bullt ug

i your radiators and bailers aver the yvears with dean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fual bills and save rmonaey

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service,
Enquires to;

Meeting every Wednesday from
7pm to 9pm in the Youth Cafe
over the Credit Union.

Cost is €2 per week with no
registration fee. The Club is open
to ages 15-18 years of ages.
Please call, text, or WhatsApp
Elaine for further details,
089-4918293 or e-mail
portlacisenonameclub@gmail.com

086-3758503 087-3903995 or via our social media accounts.
” W I ACTIVE BUILDING S&A Cleaning
vailable for secondary schoo "
students - €30 per hour. ERVICE Services

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in

Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,

Laois Area
Deep cleaning

- ?polégn E"E“Ch-f il Fired Central Heating. houses,
ave lived in France for one : A
yoar. Master's i Erench teratursy] Turmier on coll, Portlaoise and § - _apartments etc,
from Leiden University. surrounding areas. Tel.; High quality, reasonable rates.
087-2841468 Fergus 089-4541868 083-0968265
FUEL FOR SALE FOR SALE MATHS suTﬁPGRT FTI.'F::R CHILDREN

3 large net bags Logs €10
5 bags of Kindling €10
Orders over €50 receive
two bags of kindling free
Free delivery to suit. Tel.
Fintan 087-7645855

Two seater reclining
suede couch in
perfect condition. Tel.
087-2101257

Key strands of the curriculum covered
in a classroom style environment,
Experienced primary school teachers
with over 10 years experience.

To register a place or for further infa,
please contact us at
mathsmastersprimary.com
Starting January in Portlacise Parish
Centre. Limited places available,




TO RENT

3-bed house, 2 bathrooms and
ensuite, Portlaoise, central,

fully furnished, all mod. cons.,
excellent references required,
available from mid-January.
€1,400 per month. Contact;

087-1939398

2 ABBEYLEIX
PARISH

St. Vincent de Paul
Annual Christmas
Church Collection

18" /19" December
At all Masses in Ballinakill,
Knock, Abbeyleix, Ballyroan,
Shanahoe and Raheen

ROSARY AT THE SHRIN
Market Square
New Year’s Eve at midnight

{organised by the new
Shrine committee}

All are welcome

E

«  JOHN DALTON
5"  Memorial Walk
New Year's Day
In Timahoe at 1pm
In aid of the Fatima Invalid Fund
and Irish Wheelchair Association
Sponsorship cards available from
David Dalton 087-1305448
Maura O' Brien 087-1210263

The Fatima Candle will be lit at

10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Monday 13" December in

honour of Qur Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be

prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.

All are welcome.

In light of new government restrictions, access to the
Linkup Office will be LIMITED until further notice.
Remembrances are e-mailed to linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

If it is necessary to call to the office with w:-ur notu:e, ‘%

prior to arrival in order to adhere to Covid gmdeImES g ﬁ@

Thank you for your patience, understanding and co-operation.
THIS CHRISTMAS?
LOTTO GIFT VOUCHERS
NOW AVAILABLE

We ask that where possible adverts, notices, memaorials and Christmas
please ensure that you have written rn in ful
LFOOKING FOR THE
PORTLAOISE PARISH
1/2 Year (26 draws) for only €50

Full Year (52 Draws) for only €100

OtherLoetto voucher denominations also available

FURTHER DETAILS AT THE PARISH CENTRE

You may also join the parish lotto online at www.portlaciseparish.ie

Live Animal Charity Crib Portlaoise

At Kelly’s Farm, Bloomfield Cross, Pnrtlaulse.
T R32H725 v

All proceeds go to;
Down Syndrome Centre Midlands, Laois Hospice and
Kolbe Special School
Donation box at the Crib or donate online via the ‘Go Fund me”

link on our Facebook Page
https://www.gofundme.com/f/live-animal-charity-crib-portlaocise

Hi, I'm Bianca and | am really looking
forward to celebrating my first Christmas

!
and meeting you alll Bracken'’s

©)Gala

AL
_'_1._3r
= |

The Crib is kindly sponsored by:

Bl Sty

t.‘ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR ? In Loving Memory of
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ; MICHAEL McCABE

“Ulusheen”, Cork Rd. Portlavise.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
P g Wﬂé‘g in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
it Sunday 19" December at 11:15am.

Borris R?ad In the hearts of all those who loved you,
Portlaocise you will always be there.

Sadly missed, forever foved and remembered by fis loving
wife, sons, grandchildren and extended famify and friends.

Rest in Peave CMichael

‘ In Loving Memory of
Sheiln Delamy ¥ MARY PATRICIA LALOR

. née Breen
Portlaoise Boley, Abbeyleix.
2" Anniversary occurs 15" December 2021.
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Kellyville Park
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Namﬁ ﬂuﬁf née Nevin,
Thornberry, Abbeyleix
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Suen though T walk through the darkest salley,

9 fear no evi; are with wme: your nod 2™ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
.}’M i St. Brigid’s Church, Shanohoe, this Sunday

and your otaf - they comfort me. 12" December at 12 noon.
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We think of you in silence, we often speak your name,

MY THEY REST IN PEACE But all we have are memories and your picture in a frame,

Our S‘J?IH tﬁ to tﬁﬂf ﬂmm. Your resting place we visit and put flowers there with care,

A message of W%’Wamﬂgbeleﬂfurm fﬁl’b?km'm onto But no one knows the heartache as we turn and leawve you
the death notice at www.portiaciseparish jefdeathnotices there.
Thinking of you afways, your loving fiusband Donal,

ey - children, Margaret, Alice, Noreen, Donie, Patricia,
T InlovngMemonof @Y i e Cot

Clonad, Portlacise.
1" Anniversary occurs 15" December 2021

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5t. Fintan's Church ]
e e | @ In Loving Memory of

A smile for all, a heart of gold, Newpark, Portlaoise

The very best this world could hold, 8* Anniversary occurred 8" December 2021
Mewver selfish always kind,

tt . .
These are the memories you left behind, g AHHWEFSBW Mass will be
Your presence we miss celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s

Your memory we treasure, Pariﬁh Church, this
Loving you always, forgetting you never. Sunday 12" December, 11:15am.

Also remembering her loving husband Anthony at this time. Sﬁd& miss “{‘5.)' all fiis 'ﬁﬂ’mﬁ
Sadly missed and never forgotten by oll your loving family. g7 f dm"f.:l" ﬂﬂd‘ﬁ“ﬂf-‘

CMay Anthony & Zthna Rest in " Reice
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In Loving Memory of % ©  BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ‘9

DENIS (Dinny) For a very special Mother

MARIA McDONALD
FITZ PATRICK 1 Beladd, Si'rarfbrr%{v Rd., Portlaoise,

46 Lio gan:l . Portlaoise. 13" December - 2™ Birthday & Christmas Away from Home.
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13" Anniversary occurs 13" December 2021 Unseen, unheard, but always near,
We miss you from your still loved, still missed and very dear.
W

(1)
WL

fireside chair,
Your loving smile and
gentle air,

Sadly missed by your husband Oliver,
sons Lee and Cody, daughters Sharon ,
Margaret, Sierra and lan xxx
grandchildren, sons-in-law, sister

can fill, Angela and a dear Friend Kathleen x
We miss you Daddy and
always will.

He was a husband so very ? In Lovi M f ?
rare, content in his home n Ovmg emory 0
and always there, JOHN ROCHE

Mountrath Rd., Portlavise,
3" Anniversary occurs 18 December 2021,

_ 5 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Lovingly remembered by your wife Doreen, Parish Church, on Saturday 18" December at 6:30pm.
children Ann, Tina, Jofin and Dor, sons-tn-law, i i et b L i odane.

daughter-in-law and grandchildren. But the pain in my heart is still the same,
Though | smile and seem carefree,

C‘?fr{d}? the ﬁﬂ?’d&iy ﬁlfﬂmﬂf—' M&Pﬂﬁ i There is no one who misses you more than

me,
- Your presence | miss, your memory | freasure,
? I" Lﬂv";}g ﬂiem}::w ﬂf ‘ Loving you always, forgetting you never.
ur brotner
Sadly missed and always remembered by his loving wife
JOE KERRY kil

. ; Mary, sons, daughters, grandchildren, sons-in-laws,
Late ”{,"{3 0 3 Moore Place, Portlaoise. daughters-in-law, great-grandchildren and extended family.
3" Anniversary occurs

12" December 2021 CMay Sohn Rest in " Reace

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in .
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on '? In Loving Memory of ’?
SEAN PHELAN |

Thursday 16" December at 10am.
Also remembering Our Nephew Straboe, Portlaoise, who died 10™* December 2019

JOHN-PAUL MITCHELL 2" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

Whose Anniversary occurs at this time. Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
i , Saturday 11" December at 6.30pm.
We wish we could see you one more time,

come walking through the door, but we : ,ﬂ Don't think of him as gone away,
know that is impossible, we will hear your 1 His journey’s just begun,
VOICES N0 more, Life holds so many facets,
We know you can feel our tears, and you don’t want us to cry, . & This earth is only one.
vet our hearts are broken because we don’t understand why d
you had to die,
We pray that God will give us strength and somehow get us In the hearts of those he touched,

through, as we struggle with the heartache, that came when For nothing loved is ever lost,
we lost you. And Sean was loved so much,

Abways loved and remembered by all their loving Sadly missed and afways remembered by his
loving family and friends.
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Your vacant place, no one
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On Earth he toiled, in Heaven he rests,
God bless you Din, you were one of the best,
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Just think of him as living,
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MICHAEL & BRIDGET RYAN

Kilmurry, Stradbally, whose 8" and 3™ Anniversaries
occur at this time.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, this Sunday 12" December
at 9:30am.

To your resting place we
visil, place flowers there
with care,
But no one knows our
heartache, when we turn
and leave you there. ___
Sadly missed by their loving family, extended family
and friends.

CMay Chey Rest in Reace

? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of
PATRICIA TERRITT

34 Cherrygarth, Portlaoise. Died 3" November 2021
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We the family of the late Patricia

sincere thanks to ewveryone who
sympathised with us. Thank you to
everyone who sent Mass cards and
for the lovely sentiments that were
written on the website and to those
who sympathised with us in person.
~ o We would like to thank and
. “== sincerely acknowledge Mary as
Mam's carer. Mary looked after Mam with such
compassion and kindness that can never be repaid.
We would also like to thank Shannon who also helped
care for Mam in later years.
& special word of thanks to the residents of Cherrygarth
for their help and support in recent years.
Thanks to Dr. White and his team and to Lloyds
Pharmacy who cared for Mam over the years.
Thanks to Msgr. John Byme who celebrated the funeral
Mass which was beautiful and meant so much to the

(1} (13 L1}

L1}

L1y

L1

L1

L1

and singing.

Thanks to everyone for their kindness, to those who
brought food and refreshments to the house or who
helped in any way.

Owr sincere thanks to Moloney's Funeral Directors for the
kind and professional manner in which they carried out
Mam's funeral arrangements,

L1

L1

L1

Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for your intentions.

Patricia’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
) Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this Sunday
"l 12" December at 12:30pm.

@ In Loving Memory of ‘®|® BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ‘© |

Territt would like fo express our

family. Thanks to Heather Fogarty for the beautiful music

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of
our sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude. The Holy
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In Loving Memory of
ANGELA CLEARY née Colbert

37 Lakeglen, Portlacise.
4 Birthday away from home occurs 11% December 2021,

To a loving Wife, cherished Mother and adored Nanny

w:'. think :!FHl’III " ai'r.-nc.r.,
1I."'l,"u:-. aften .-\.F.-r-:-uk YOur nams,

h A

dk
iF L] WL

L

B
hui‘ J\l T |'I.1'L'\|" SN RTINS .'I.I'I{! fil’“ ir

Fl|4,’ fure m & Fl'.'|l1'b|".

Ynnr resting E‘l.‘h.'!'. we viait and PI'J‘. fowers

]

there with care,
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Sadly missed by your loving husband Tom, daughters
Stephanie, Tracey and Paula, grandchildren Craig, Ben, Ryan,
Roisin and Willow and great-granddaughter Grace.
Always in our hearts.

Rast in Reave CMam
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In Loving Memory of
ROBERT O’ CONNOR

Liogard and Forest Park, Portlaoise.
15" Anniversary occurs at this time.
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But memaories will last forever,
'C}[ one we loved so dea r,
Nut jl 1st a memory or F-:!rl'. of
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter &
Paul’s Parish on Sunday 12" December at 12.30pm

Sadly missed by Mammy, Daddy, Mark, Adnan,
Liz &, family, Lorraine, Bernard e, family.

ClMay Robert Rest in Reace
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In Loving Memory of ? [

THOMAS TERRITT
34 Cherrygarth, Portlaoise. .

34" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this A
Sunday 12" December at 12.30pm. .""

Our thoughts are ever with you,

-
-
-

tﬁﬂﬁgﬁ J.'l'-'il! ﬁﬂ'f'ﬁ Fﬂ.f.ﬂf{{ﬂ H'..-'II}', .
And those who H'ET'EJ_}IDH {ﬁur'fjr are £
thinking of you today. .
Sad¥y missed by all fiis foving famify &, friends. . 3
CMay Chomas Rest in Reace :
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? In Loving Memory of
JAMES O’ REILLY

Marian House, Dubfin Rd., Portlaoise,
42" Anniversary occurred 107 December 2021

'% ? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of

ELIZABETH (Lil) BARTLEY

née Conroy
St Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.

(1)
TF
(1}
\LJ

(1]
(11
L

(1)
L

A sudden call from God on high,
We had no chance to say goodbye,
Without farewell you fell asleep,
But memaories of you, we will always keep,
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Elizabeth's family would like to
express their sincere thanks to
all who sympathised with them
on their recent sad loss.

A heartfelt thank you to all
who attended the Rosary at
Keegan's funeral home and
the funeral Mass, both in
person and via the webcam.

A special thank you to all

i rom fiis foving sons Martin and Jas, daughter
Eileen, daughters-in-faw, sons-in-faw,
grandcfuldren and great-grondelildren,

CMay James Rest in Reave
? RICHARD BOOTH

Killeen, Mountmellick.
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nid . : who sent Mass and sympathy

. ‘ fcl"""w sary. ] . cards, flowers and messages of condolences. -
In loving memory of Richard who died Sincere thanks to the doctors and especially to
11t December 2019. the nurses of Portlaoise I.C.U., who looked after

Elizabeth with such kindness. Special thanks to
Dr. Robert Lawlor and all the nurses and staff of
the Cedar Clinic who looked after Elizabeth over
the years. Thanks also to Breslin's pharmacy for
looking after Elizabeth over the years.

Sincere thanks to Fr. David Vard for all his
support and kindness, for praying the Rosary
with us in the funeral home and for the beautiful
Requiem Mass.

Special thanks to Fr. Liam Merrigan and Fr.
Willie Hennessy who concelebrated the Mass.
Our thanks also to John Hosey for the beautiful
music during the funeral Mass and also to Alan
Smyth for his singing at the graveside.

Our sincere thanks and appreciation to
Keegan's Funeral Directors for the kind and
professional manner in which they carmmed out
Elizabeth's funeral arrangements and to the
gravediggers, Brendan and Adrian Dunne, for
preparing Elizabeth's final resting place with
such care.

Thanks also to Bosco's Catering and the Parish
Centre who provided refreshments after the
funeral Mass.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone

% R Mﬂ(HUA PHIHT DES'G" individually please accept this acknowledgement

AR S = as an expression of our sincere appreciation
‘ THEMEMORIAL CARD SFEQIAR and deepest gratitude. The Holy Sacrifice of the

For the perfect tribute card for pour loved ane Mass will be offered for your intentions.
" =i hespoke memaorial curids, ; ; : ;
Create o collage of images illustrating Elizabeth's Months Mind Mass will be
the life of your loved one with our celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church,

Sipert Dtsign Toum. on Saturday 18" December at 6:30pm
All our Cards are individually designed y s

- unigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges = Sadliy missed and forever remembered by her
for additional photos or images. g 2 daughter Monalisa, her sons John, Oliver, Shay and
- W Darren, son-in-law, daughters-in-law, grandchildren,
great-grandchilaren and extended family.

Reast in ' Reace Zlizabeth

Al=o remembering his sister Jacinta (Moore),
whose 15 Anniversary occurred 4 December,
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the
Church of the Assumption, the Heath, this
Sunday 12" December at 9:30am.

Ahlways in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.
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@ In Loving Memory of

TOM & NUALA HOLMES

Formerly of “Sally Gardens”, Main 5t Portlaoise and
Chantiere Gate, Portlacise.
Nuala's 9" Anniversary occurred 1¢ December 2021
Tom's 21=t Anniversary occurs 11% January 2022

Will these who think of them
taday,
A little prayer to Jesus say.
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Always loved and never forgotten
by all their loving family,
extended family and friends xx
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Unit 3, Clonmifiam BSincs
Portlaoise. Co. Laois

B 057 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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In Loving Memory of My Mother
CATHERINE KEOGH

Borris Rd. Portlaocise.
43™ Anniversary occurs 14™ December 2021

Will those who think of Catherine today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Also remembering,

My father Garrett, sisters and brothers at
this time, John, Peter, Sean, Brigid, Mary,
Kathleen, Laura and Anne,
Atbways loved and remembered by
Margaret, Oftver and grandchildren.

Ak

Alsg remembering her grandson Kevin whose anmiversary
occurs at this time and her granddaughter Laura Heffron
wiho passed away 187 September this year,

CMay Gatherine Rast in Reace
Loving Memory of

T
| FRANK DUNNE

Ballyfin and formerly St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
6" Anniversary occurs 9" December 2021

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Saturday 11t December at 6:30pm.
As each day dawns we think of you,
As each might falls we pray for you,
Throughout our lives, mo matter where,
I'n our hearts you are afways there.

1

Sadly missed by his loving wife Kathleen
and family.

Rast in Redce ~§frank

In Loving Memory of
FRANK SYDES

Murian Avenue, Portlaovise.
2 Anniversary occurs 17" December 2021.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Friday 17" December at 10am.
The world changes year to year,

Our lives from day to day,

But the friendship and the memories,
shall never pass away.

Sadly missed by your neighbours and friends.
Reast in Reace ~5frank
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of
FINT GORMAN

Cherrygrove, Portlaoise.

L §

Fint's wife Ann and family would like
to express their sincere thanks to all
who sympathised, sent Mass cards,
attended the rosary and funeral
Mass,
To all our neighbours and friends
who were very thoughtful sending
refreshments to our home.
A very special thanks to the Copd nurses and our
family doctor, Dr. White, who cared so well for Fint
over the past few years.
Our thanks to the Ambulance Service, Fire Services
and Garda who did all they could for Fint on the day
of his passing.
A massive thank you to Matthew Keegan and David
Goode from Keegan's funeral directors for the kind
and professional manner in which they carried out
Fint's funeral arrangements.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of
our sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude to all who
knew Fint.

Fint's Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Thursday 16" December at 10am.

Rast in Reace ~fint

FINAL DEADLINE

For Christmas Remembrances and
Anniversaries for the Christmas
edition;

12 noon

This Wednesday
15" December

Owing to the large volume of notices
received, we cannot guarantee

inclusion of notices beyond this deadline.

Access to the Link-up Office is currently limited so
if possible, please e-mail your notice and photo to
linku aortlaoiseparish.ie

If it is necessary for you to call to the office with
your notice, please ensure that the notice is fully
written prior to arriving at the office, to avoid
delays and adhere to Covid guidelines.
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+ KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

The Sign of Peace in a
no contact era!

v
*>N

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaocise.
{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;
057-8620567
PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢

NIALL; ’." .
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+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

+ We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc,

+ Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

¢ Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.

¢ Cement top and wide range of chippings available.

+ We also supply and fit artificial grass.

+ We supply ceramic photos - single and double,

+ All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaocise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538330

Email: info@portlacisestone.ie

¥ before we receive Holy Communion, of
course, remains.

The physical contact ‘sign of peace’
may be suspended during this time of
pandemic (and rightly so!) but the
obligation to be committed to peace

We hope to reintroduce the invitation to
offer each other a 'sign of peace’ at
Mass from this Sunday, (12" Dec. 3™
Sunday of Advent).

The response can be a simple smile or
a 'thumbs up’ or a joining of hands or
placing the right hand over the heart, a
slight bow or indeed any gesture you
deem appropriate to indicate vyour
desire for peace.

Please do not offer to shake hands

Fr. DAVID VARD

pPresents

WED @ 2PM

only on
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Results for
9'" December 2021

No €12,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Fergus Haines Victor Haines
Mary McEvoy Peggy Kelly
Ciera Tobin Online Lotto
Martin Maher Parish Centre
Margaret Langford 11 Margaret Langford
Keith Kilduff Match Martley’s
Annemarie 3s Betty Lynch
Ellie Devane €91 Anthony Preston
Colette Storey each Mary Arthur
Denise Delaney Mary Arthur
Luke Winters David Tobin

Next Week’s Jackpot is €13,000

Play PARISH

LEOOE

ONLINE
www .portiaciseparish.ie

Follow Us ,@Portlaolsel’arls
& Like Uso portlaoiseparish-

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.
Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by chegue or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:
IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

| Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
| Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 2600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

8 Deacon Eugene Keyes
Sty Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can be
viewed on our website and Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

.qu'__ish _?(;entre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 [ 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. lulie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
{Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




GAMING BUNDLE =

TRUST GXT 7T88RW 4-IN-1 GAMING
BUMNDLE FOR PC & LAPTOP

ONLY €59.00
WAS £69.99

HUAWEI WATCH
GTIE &
FREEBUDS 4
BUMDLE

OMNLY €179.00

SINOX GAMING
CHAIR

OMNLY €149.00
WAS €179.00

PROPLUS 5 PIECE LODP
HAMDLE MULTI
GARDEN TOOL

OMNLY €469.00
WAS €599.00

SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB A7 10.4" 32GB

Fr
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ONLY €249.00

DEWALT 5D5
HAMMER & KIT
18V BRUSHLESS

5.08H

SONY WH-CH510
WIRELESS
HEADPHONES

LEXGO BLACK

MONRILYLW R3

¥ LITE 6A E-SCOOTER
L

-~ F
=" ONLY €299.00

WAS! £359.00

[ =
ONLY €499.00
WAS €599.00

HENLEY o
SHERWOOD

2KW STOVE

MATT FINISH «
| =

i

ONLY €39.00
WAS £49.99

HENLEY KELLS 6KW ROOM
HEATER BLACK

WALKER WP4K4321 43"
SMART SATELLITE 4K LED TV

M—h | ; I.

OMLY €379.00
WAS €399.00

ONLY €799.00

OMLY €395.00 WAS £830.00

TRUST CELAZ
MULTIPLATFORM
GAMING HEADSET

FUJIFILM INSTAX SQUARE

1 WITHOUT FILM Sand

SUPERTHERM
SMOKELESS FUEL

ONLY €109.99 | TL!-IIIEII_%M

WAS €129.00

2 FOR OMNLY
€20.00

=

OMLY €24.95
WAS €29.99

SHARK 56001UK
KLIK N FLIP
STEAM POCKET
MOoP

e

UPTO

70%
OFF

0N SELECTED CHRISTMAS
STOCKE

ONLY €99.99
WAS €159.00 B8

1ELFORDS

WWW.TELFORDS.IE
WWW.TELFORDSELECTRIC.IE
CLICK & COLLECT

AND
HOME DELIVERY AVAILABLE

£

L

AILABILITY + PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTHE « PRICES ARE CORRECT AT TIMAE OF PRIMT- VAT BSCLUSIVE- ALL RIGHTS RESERVED < ERDE




