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16th January 2022

Our country was united in grief and horror this week at the brutal murder of
a wonderful young teacher, Ashling Murphy.

Bishop of Meath, Tom Deenihan, said ‘no individual should die like Ashling
and no family should suffer like Ashling’s. He said the horrific murder of the
young teacher "has also asked questions of ourselves and of society....

particularly in relation to our attitudes to women, our values and our

morality”.
- May she rest in peace and may h&jrleving family be consoled

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaociseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & 1.ilze U =) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




Great Words

Everyone loves listening to
a great orator. Everyone
appreciates an orator's
ability to captivate and
inspire audiences with
powerful and motivational
| speeches. Great speeches create a sense of purpose
!and continuity. Successful orators recognise that great
‘truths can be remembered best by one small quote.
' Keeping things short and succinct will make one's
iWDT'dS more memorable than a great big rambling
speech. Then of course it takes a big personality to
| put the weight of truth and integrity behind his or her
| words.

EWhen Jesus is invited to stand up and preach back at
'his own hometown synagogue he chooses his reading
'with care. What Jesus chooses to read is to be a
|statement about his own mission priorities. He
| chooses to speak of social injustice. "The Spirit of the
'Lord is upon me,” he reads, “.. because he has
‘anointed me to proclaim glad tidings to the poor,
Iliber'tv to captives, sight to the blind, freedom to the
|oppressed.” Then Jesus points to himself as the
| fulfilment of the ancient prophecy before handing back
ithe scroll and sitting down. Jesus has obeyed all the
irules of public speaking, he has considered the
'purpose of his reading, chosen words that will best
‘convey his purpose, and delivered them powerfully
|and succinctly.

!Hnw will Jesus’ listeners respond to his claim? Today's
‘reading doesn't give us the listeners’ response so we
'have time to imagine what our own response would
|have been. Would we have been inspired and
| motivated to hear Jesus speak these words? Would we
isuddenlv see the ancient prophecy as just that, an
|ancient prophecy, or as mission to be fulfilled under
|Jesus’ exciting new leadership? Can we hear the
!puetw of these words resonating two thousand years
| later?

SECOND SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 62:1-5 Psalm 95:1-3, 7-10
1 Corinthians 12:4-11
John 2:1-11

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday - Friday: 7.20am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils Spm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS55, RATHEMNISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday
After 10am Mass & after S5pm Mass.

Conversion of
St. Paul

25th January
The great thing that

we learn about God is = —

that forgiveness and conversion are possible for all of
us. Paul is portrayed as the greatest enemy of the
earliest followers of Christ, but rather than smite him,
or demonise him, Jlesus instead takes his gifts of zeal
and persuasion, and puts them to work for the
Gospel. God didn't give up on Paul, nor does God give
up an us.

Saint Thomas
Aquinas
January 28th
Against strong
family ocpposition, St.
Thomas became a
Dominican friar and in 1250, was ordained a
priest. He was sent to teach at the
Dominican school in Paris where he became
increasingly famous for his teaching,
| preaching and writing. St. Thomas takes his
place in history as one of the greatest and

most influential theologians of all time.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Cilllan Ray Delaney, Berryridge Avenue.

Who were baptised last weekend



MULHALL MEATS

= 1|I'||||.I

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
"‘ulverblde Rnaa.t

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-5at 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044
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AUDIOLOGIST

HEARINGAID " & §
Consultant L ]WROOF ING

THE HEIGHT OF QUALITY

Patnma Kilmartin
; -H.A.A.

» Camprehensive Hearing Assecsment

« Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG i QCIBQ 4892441 l
AIDS TO VALUE OF €£1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS Find us on Facebook ;

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicianz Moulds, etc.
* Heoring Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. pestal service)
» Ear Wax Removal Serviee

In Attendance o . e Fully fnsured
_ark Guarmmeﬁ

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com [ jwroofing?7@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie @ wwwjwroofing.ie

*=STRIT SAFETY MEASLARES IM PLACE, IM LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

Gutter Cleaning & Roof Inspection ONLY €60




Taylor & Conroy

SCBLM  Orthotics and Insoles

ORTHOTICS

FITNESS YOUR WAY

Membership from as little as €30 per month ,

For symptoms of;
High Arches, Flat Feet, Bunions,
Heel Spur, Shin Splints...

We may have the solution with
Prescription Orthotics

Dpen fram &30am- 10pm Monday-Fridey + Bam-Spm Saturday KELLIE TAYLOR B5C [Hons) Ost. M.OLC). and DARREN COMROY BSC (Hons) Ost. MLOUCL

Bam-T 30pemn Surdoys and Bank Holidays 086_8575060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

E tcosteopaths@gmail.com www.tcosteopaths.ie

limming World
-~ taste
T the

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

 NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Laois Satellite'?

12 Davin Park, Mountmellick, Co. Laois.
085-8397612

AR

The Killeshin Hotel

Tuesday Mornings;
9am and 10:30am

Midlands area
22 years experience
Free Quotations

SAORVIEW

FREE TO AlR REETO
Aerials also NO MORE AIR FROM
supplied and BILLS T.V. €140

Installations and
Service repairs

Call Eamonn 085-8397612

Saturday Mornings;
8am, 9:30am and 11lam

Contact Ingrid 086 8040285

fittad digital®!!

ANewYear o
| o Slimmingworld.ie S.:é;laz_{]?_?m “ry




Q“ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

gV GET YOURSELF NC

- Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 . 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie QO00B®

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB

PDGI}aBgBAH )

Enjoy our delicious homemade Chicken Korma

or Boz Beef Burger and a draught pint of your choice

in the Cecdar Bar. Available seven nights a week,

057 B63 1200 | SALES@THEKILLESHIN.COM | WWW.THEKILLESHIN.COM




PAINTING &

DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience
089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FOR SALE
Brand new 4ft. 6" bed and
mattress, bought for visitors,
never used, will sell for €230,

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

Also Discovery treadmill approx.
order, will sell for €430 approx.
Phone or text;

RAMPS & RAILS
Concrete ramps with

to provide safe access

for everyone.

6ft in length, perfect working
086-0798783
il Steel handrails installed
All welding services available.

057-8732998 For more info. call David;
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-2675106
CHILDMINDER ERAWAN S .o FOY
ovely pair of fireside chairs,
T . WL“E‘ o MM very comfortable to sit on, in
SHRELL {::Wlﬂ ]:E?ﬂlg THINIEES PEFIIJEI"S Court N ;KC’EH?I‘Ilt iﬂ&ditiﬂgi. .
; ) Fnrtlanise so beautiful childs table an
Can work ﬂe:“'bl'? hours. Open Monday-Saturday stool (ideal for homework) and
References available. P y hand crochet baby's blanket,
Contact; llam-7pm (ideal gift). Contact;
086-4071613 083-0988602 087-7696318
Hugh Thompson
MTOLAND HEATEN LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oil Boilers,
il Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the old sludge and water that has built ug

in your radiators and boilers aver the years with cdean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fual bills and save monaey

Ballyfin, Portlaocise. Call:

Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;

086-3758503 087-3903995
FRENCH GRINDS ACTIVE BUILDING
Available for secondary school §ERVI§E§

students - €30 per hour.

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in
spoken French.

I have lived in France for one year.
Master's in French literature from
Leiden University.

087-2841468

Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

HANDYMAN
AVAILABLE
to do tiling,
timber floors,
painting etc.
All jobs considered.
Phone Jim 087-6885017

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

Ballacolla, 087-2068972

) seandoylelightengineering
Clothes line poles, winders, pulleys,
saw horses, bicycle stands,

An Spioraid Naocimh Praise &

Worship Meeting:
Date; Saturday 29" January

enwe; Portlaoise Parish Centre
Firme,; 10:45am (following 10am
Mass) Format; Holy Rosary, praise
and worship (live music), talk #3;
"Be perfect as your Heavenly
Father is perfect”, concluding with
final hymns and prayers.

Spirltual Director;

Fr. Ruairi O'Domhnaill.

For further info. contact M Nerney
086-8157305.

St. Mary’'s Sports Hall - Hours
available for Rent; Long or short
term. Contact 086-8437935,

4 The Irish Catholic
On Sale in the Parish Shop




Prayerful Meditation Day on Saturday 22" of January which was cancelled due
to Covid, will now take place on Saturday 19" February from 10am to 2pm.

' Come and enjoy a day of peace, reflection and prayer, as we learn from the past,
hope for the future and live in the present.
4N QUIET MOMENTS, This time is the perfect opportunity to put vourself first.

WORSHIP €0D.
N PAINFUL MOMENTS Facilitator: Caroline Murray

TRUST GO0, Location: Portlaoise Parish Centre
EVERY MOMENT, Price €20 (Please bring a packed lunch). Tea and coffee will be provided.
THANK G0D." To book your place, contact Caroline on 087-2673134
it E-mail caroline.murray32@gmail.com

sysmll Portlacise Kenpo Karate; Any ladies want to take their safety into their own hands and want to

=gl learn some skills, gain confidence and awareness and just simply feel safer? Come and do a
months training with us for free. That's it, simply turn up and train. Ladies 16 years old and over
sl for the month of February. Call, text, WhatsApp 087-2428236.

Digital Wellbeing and Online Safety for Young Adults; Whether we like it or not, being online is part
of life, particularly for teenagers. On Tuesday 1 February, Portlacise Library will hold an information
session which aims to raise awareness of what young people are doing online and the associated risks and
safeguards. This webinar is free, but places are limited so booking is essential. Contact 057-8622333 or
e-mail; portlapiselibrary@laoiscoco.ie
Very Special Thanks to all those who donated items to the Fr. Peter McVerry Trust. Every small act of
kindness can make a huge difference to others, It can act like a medicine to both the giver and receiver too,
Have a very happy 2022 - Judy Preston Grace.

Primary School Grinds in Tutor's home; Primary school teacher with over 15 years experience
specialising in Reading and Maths skills, available for grinds, €40 per hour. Contact; 087-6139781.

Jack and Jill Charity Shop are currently looking for volunteers. If you would like to donate your time
please pop in and speak with Julie.

SEANCHUA Scoil an Fhraoich Mhéir -

together we learn r;@""
| \

P
The Heath, Portlaoise, Co.Laois
Junior Infant Enrolment 2022-2023 school year
We are currently accepting applications for junior infant
enrolment for the school year 2022-2023.
Application forms are available from the school website
www.heathns.ie or from the school office.
We are currently accepting Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is
applications for admission to Junior | Friday 4" February.
Infants for the school year
2022-2023.
Closing date for applications;
10*" February 2022,
You can find out more about our

TOBAR AN LEINN - RAHEEN NATIONAL SCHOOL
Mountrath, Co. Laois. R32 R296

We are now accepting enrolments for the academic year
2022-2025. There are 24 places available in Junior Infants
and 3 places available in A.5.D class. Enrolment forms are

school by visiting our website; | 5yailable from the school office. Tel. 057 8731767 or
www.shanahoens.weebly.com, e-mail office@tobaranleinn.ie / secretarytoblr@gmail.com
following us on Facebook Website: www.fobaranleinn. weebly.com

‘Shanahoe National School’ and
Twitter ' ShanahoeNs. . . .
Please contact the school at Th{Z journey 15 Wh@t bFIﬂQS LS
(057) 87 35715 or e-mall happiness not the destination

principalshanahoens@gmail.com

to receive an : T
en oy life
\_/

‘Application for Admission Form’”.




OPEN
X

_[ Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs, iMocs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@) @techmarketirl m

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL
C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
Sl St School Enrolment 2022/23
TEL/FAX 0578681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Enrolment forms will be available from 13th to 27th January 2022
for the above school for Junior Infants.

Enrolment forms are available from:

Holy Family Junior School
Aughnaharna, Summerhill, Portlaoise
(057) 86 88224 or from our website: www.holyfamilyjs.ie

Please return Enrolment forms to the office along with
a copy of your Child’s Birth Certificate.

closing date for applications is 27th January 022

B CENTREPOINT CARPETS LTD
\\ \\\IL\\\IH\ =

Phone/Fax;

We are Suppliers of :-
= Carpets = Vinyls = Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds
DIGITAL MEDIA | SOCIAL MEDIA MAMAGEMENT/GROWTH + \Mattresses + Beds * Bedroom Furniture = Pillows
MEDIA RELATIONS | SMALL BUSINESS CONSULTANCY - .
INFLUENCER ENGAGEMENT | CREATIVE CONTENT
BRAND PARTNERSHIPS

BASED BETWEEN THE UK AND IRELAND | Z00M MEETINGS

./ 00353 85 139 0638

info@waynelawlar.com
www.waynelawlor.com

F1[E) @waynelawlorcommunications

WWW. LGII{ILPOIIIICEI'DCIE ic




DUNAMASE ANTIQUES (SRR

Antiqgue Furniture, Lamps, China Tea Sets. e :620 m0|‘35 Gﬂd TBWO!ES
Kitchen Copper and Brass ware, Mirrors. 17'|'H JAN = 28TH FEB
Pub Memorabilia, "Man Caves World".
Pictures; Michael Collins, Guinness, Whiskies, TANKARDSTOWN VETS 0599145843
Laois/Leix All Ireland Winner 1915. ERKINA VETS, RATHDOWNEY 0505 46449
Waterford Crystal and others. MOUNTRATHVET CENTRE 0578732386
Mason's Mandlay China. VETCARE PORTLADISE D578664841
The Antiques Corner Portlaoise KYLE VETS, DURROW 0578734111

PORTLADISE VET CLINIC 0578665011
KIERAN CUMMINS, MOUNTMELLICK 0578644253
PORT VET CLINIC 0578636633
PORTARLINGTON VET CENTRE 0578652386
PORTRANE VETS 0578621403

*RING VETSDIRECTLY FOR APPOINTMENT

" 't ORDER OF MALTA

i ‘E}?‘»‘- Ofder ﬂf Malta RELAND

L i TAMBULANCE CORPS
e Mobilising

@mﬂ CF MALTA
| ] ~

Main Street* Purtlamse 085-7657206
Open Monday - Saturday 10:30am-5pm

All major credit cards accepted, Delivery all over Ireland, UK, Europe ate.

R www.dunamaseantiques.com [REELIT

WATER SOFTENERS

Iron Filters, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Indusirial Water Treatment Systems

Sales & Service

Local authority Grants svailuble to bring individual private well supplivs up
to E.U. Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 years old.
{Nat available to people on mains waler supplies)

AQUA TREATMENT

Dromadoon, Mountrath Rd., Portlanise | www, aguatreatment.ie

Tel: 057-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318

SUPPORTING OUR PARISH IN THESE ‘NEW’ TIMES!
Our traditional Development Fund and Offertory collections taken at
Sunday Mass were suspended in March 2020 at the beginning of the
pandemic and have not recommenced. We have no plans to reintroduce
them at this time. This does have the advantage of not disrupting the
Liturgy.

Of course we still need your support to maintain our Parish and look to

future development. Many of our parishioners have found other ways

Boxes are available at the Church  of sypporting the Parish and the priests, we are very grateful - using the

Porches. If you enter your name  qllaction boxes at the entrances, direct payments by cash or cheque,

and:address on ane.of the regular payment via Standing Order or via the ‘Donate facility’ on our

envelopes we will allot that ; : y :
, website, via Card payment at Parish Centre and also by using the

number to you and credit your )

envelope boxes. Thank you for whichever method you have chosen to

support the Parish.

no. with future donations.

The boxes are available this weekend. They contain envelopes for regular weekly donations and also for
the special collections - retired priests, Peters Pence, Missions, and the priests collections. Whatever
method you choose we are grateful - there is an added advantage if we are able to record your
contribution in enabling us to claim the ‘tax back’ from revenue. In the light of not holding collections

during Mass we encourage those who have not traditionally used the 'boxes’ to consider doing so.

We thank all who support our Parish




God's Promises Fulfilled

People make promises every day. Sometimes we give
something to another person as a sign of our promise,
sometimes we sign our name to seal our promise, other times
we just give our word to another person that we will do
something.

I'm sure you know what a wedding ring looks like? When a
man and woman get married, they usually make promises to
one another. They say something like, "I promise to love you
for better or worse, for richer or poorer, in sickness and in health as long as we both shall live.”

Then they exchange rings as a symbol of that promise.

You are too young to have a credit card, but one day you probably will. Most adults have a credit
card which they use to buy things. When you buy something using your credit card, you have to
sign a ticket. When you sign the ticket, you are promising that you will pay for the items vyou
purchased using the credit card. Your signature is your promise.

People make promises every day. Do they always keep their promises? Unfortunately, some
people don't. God makes promises too. The Bible is full of God's promises. Does God always keep
his promises? Yes he does! One of my favourite verses in the Bible is one that says, "For no
matter how many promises God has made, they are 'Yes' in Christ. (2 Cor. 1:20) That is what our
Gospel teaches us today.

Jesus was in the city of Nazareth on the Sabbath day so he did what he always did on the
Sabbath. He went to the synagogue. He stood up and began to read the words of the prophet
Isaiah from the Scripture. He read where it says, "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, for he has
anointed me to bring Good News to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim that captives will be
released, that the blind will see, that the oppressed will be set free, and that the time of the Lord
a favour has come."

When he had finished reading, he sat down. All eyes were on Jesus. Then he began to speak to
them. "The Scripture that you have just heard read has been fulfilled this very day!" Jesus came
to earth to fulfill the promises of God. All of God's promises are fulfilled in him.

Wouldn't it be great if you and I were as faithful in keeping our promises to God as he is in
keeping his promises to us?

OUR PRAYER
r@ Our Father in heaven, thank you for your faithfulness in keeping your

!w-" promises. Help us to be faithful in keeping our promises to you. In the
o, name of Jesus we pray. Amen.




_ W4 cCatholic Schools Week 2022

Catholic Schools: Living Lide o the Full

“Catholic Schools:
Living Life to the Full

23 JANUARY - 30 JANUARY 2022

Mnndav—meg Life tn the Full with God

) theme is al:mut living life to the full with God. Each of us is

i unique. We are born with our own talents and gifts. God
W wants us to discover and develop our talents and use them
% to make the world a better and kinder place. We are made
" to love and receive love, and today gives us a chance to
S celebrate this.

Tuesday—Living Life to the Full Together
Today we are asked to think about how we live life to the full together in our Catholic schools. We
learn many things in school. We learn about things like maths, Gaeilge, science, music and art.
We learn spellings and tables. But we also learn how to be a good friend and how to be helpful and
kind. Jesus’ Golden Rule is to treat others, as you would like to be treated. Today we learn to be
the best we can be, being kind to ourselves, each other and the world around us.

Wednesday—(Grandparents Day) Celebrating Being Together Again
Today we are asked to think about our school as a community of love.
We especially think of our Grandparents. They can be very important
teachers who show us how to love, how to be caring and how to share.
They can teach us about the past and about the importance of working
hard and doing our best. They can teach us through love. In our
Catholic school, we try to show that love each day in kind thoughts,
kind words and kind actions. We thank God for our grandparents and
celebrate their contribution to our lives.

Thursday—Living Life in Wonder and Awe

Today we are asked to think about living our lives in wonder and awe. The
" world around us is a precious place. Creation shows us beauty in nature and
= moments that take our breath away. We are encouraged to see God's
presence in our lives and at world in the world around us. We are called to
remember we are responsible for keeping our environment safe and beautiful
place to live in. In our Catholic school, we use our gifts and talents to make
the world a better place.

Friday—Living Life and Facing the Future
As Catholic Schools Weelk comes to a close, we are asked to think about how we live life to the full
and face the future. The COVID-19 pandemic brought so many changes and challenges to our lives.
As we reflect on this, we look forwards with hope to the future. While we have come through these
dark days, through Jesus’ death and resurrection we are reminded that even the darkest days give
way to the dawn. Together, as a community that is kind and cares for each other, we look to the
future with the hope and the joy of the resurrection.




ST. ALBAN'S ROYAL ENGLISH COLLEGE, VALLADOLID

(her Semin 1, .aTJ;lr.l'Irm.r, EIVE IR Siime J';lr.l.'rm'.r andt derails on where he is .'.l::'r";-:rr.'f'.' N .'jr:.'.lu

From my brief but thoroughly enjoyable three months that 1 have thus far
experienced in St. Alban’s Royal English College, Valladohd, | have come
to not only appreciate its rich and deeply intricate history, but ultimately
come to admire the faith of its past students — many of whom have gone
onto martyrdom and inevitably, Sainthood.

The college itself is over five
hundred years old; established in
1589 by a Jesuit priest named Father
Persons. Due to the onset and
consequences of the Reformation in
the 16" Century, and under the
kingship of Henry VIII, the English
Church severed its allegiance with
the Church in Rome, thus eventually
culminating, decades later, in a
nationwide persecution of the Catholic Church under the reign of Elizabeth
I. Because of the severity of the sweeping oppression of the newly
established English and reformed Church, under the head of the English
monarch, the further training of Catholic priests was simply impossible.
This widespread crack down on Catholic priests and the subsequent
persecution of anyone caught practicing the Catholic faith deemed it
necessary to look further a field for the training of priests. Thus, a number of
Pontifical Colleges were set up across mainland Europe in an attempt to
train and accommodate English seminarians who would return to their
homeland in a daring and bold perseverance to spread the Gospel; and tend
to the faithful who remained in exile in their own country.

The founder of the English College, Fr. Persons sought to establish the
college in order to foster the “gathering together of such Englishmen as
we're there and providing for them the weather and time and other
opportunities as did serve them lo continue their intended journey io
England.” Eventually attracting numerous students who were forced out of
England and ordered never to return under the pain of death for high
treason, many bravely sought to return as ordained priests. Many did, but
most of them who returned to England between the 15t and 16t Century
were finally caught, imprisoned and sentenced to death by being hung
drawn and quartered.




The college rightly boasts of
its numerous martyrs and
saints, including and certainly [
not limited to the likes of St. |
Thomas Garnet, St. Ambrose bt
Barlow, Blessed Thomas ™
Benstead: to name but a few. [
To this day, should you be Marrs Corrider

fortunate to wvisit the college, _

there 1s a corridor called *“Martyrs Corridor,” which proudly displays portraits of
all the young men who bravely gave their lives in the spread of the Gospel of
Christ. 1 have had the privilege of participating in our Martyr’s Day
Celebration in which we carry, in procession, into the college chapel, many
relics of the martyrs and saints (including chalices, bone fragments, etc.)

My experience and time spent, thus far, as a seminarian in Valladolid, has
certainly given me the appreciation and profound sense of gratitude and awe in
knowing that I am studying in the same building, praying in the same oratory
and walking the same corridors as my predecessors who knowingly returned
home to face almost certain death because of their Catholic faith. Such a
realisation has helped me deepen my own faith and has engendered within me a
sense of responsibility that we face today in 215t Century in proclaiming Jesus
Christ alive in an increasingly hostile and secularised modern Ireland.

Saints and Martyrs of St. Alban’s Royal English College. pray for us.

We continue to pray for Anthony as he continues his studies as we continue to
pray for an increase in vocations to the priesthood and religious life.

PRAYER FOR VOCATIONS

God our Father, send workers into your harvest.
May the Spirit we received in baptism
Touch the hearts of many
To offer themselves in priesthood, religious life
And other forms of service.

Give the parents and families of our diocese
The wisdom and courage to support young people
In searching for and following the call of God in
their lives




The recent tragic death of Ashling Murphy, has left
a deep sense of wvulnerability and pain, in the
heart and soul of our nation. Ashling’s, horrific
murder has brought with it a renewed
consciousness, of how so many women constantly
feel afraid, regarding their fundamental human
right, to be able to feel safe. Ashling was just
going for a run, after no doubt a busy day, doing
what she loved, teaching children.

Teachers were described by Taoiseach Michael
Martin, as the backbone of our society. As an
educator, Ashling was in her infancy of what
promised to be a wonderful career, grounded in
the waluable vocation of cultivating the gifts and
talents of young pecple. She was 23 years of age
and despite her young life, the Country seemed to
get to know her personality by the powerful
testimony of her family, her boyfriend, and her
school principal. Bright, articulate, confident and
deeply gifted, a talented musician, camogie player
described as a "Bright Light” for all who knew and
loved her.

In all our lives our teachers are held close to our
memory, I think especially of Ashling’s First Class
children, where she taught in Durrow, Co. Offaly.
At their tender young age, trying to make sense
of her absence makes us all deeply upset.

Too many women have or continue to be exposed
to horrendous wverbal, physical, emotional and
sexual abuse, not to mention violence. Many
women don't feel safe inside their own homes.
Domestic violence has been an ugly reality felt by
too many especially during lockdown. As a male
and indeed part of a culture where patriarchy
continues to be frequently felt, I sense a
fundamental need to end misogyny and a culture
that has imposed such fear into the lives of
women.

Ashling’s tragic death can well be a cathartic
moment for how we engage and defend the
integrity of every woman in Irish society. We all
have a responsibility to engage in this national
conversation and to have the courage to
disassociate and name aloud when we encounter
inappropriate comments, gestures, or behaviour
that intimidates and belittles women.

It is no longer acceptable that the majority of
women feel vulnerable when they are simply out
for a walk. President Higgins in his reaction to
Ashling’s tragic death suggested that now is a

time to reflect on how we can eliminate viclence
against women from our society.

"May I suggest to all our people to reflect on all of
our actions and attitudes - and indeed those we
may have been leaving unchallenged amongst
those whom we know - and do alf we can fo
ensure that the society we live in is one where all
of our citizens are free o live their lives,
participate fully, in an atmosphere that s
unencumbered by risks for their safety, ™

As we welcome the beginnings of a new spring,
I'm sure we all take inspiration from the green
shoots of emerging daffodils. Daffodils are indeed
a sacred spring flower. While like Ashling their
lives are short, its blossom is so wvery bright.
Daffodils are the bloom of hope.

The poet, Robert Herrick, laments because of how
short a life the daffodil blooms.

Fair Daffodils, we weep to see

You haste away so soon;

As yet the early-rising sun

Has not attain'd his noaon.

Stay, stay,

Until the hasting day has run,

But to the even-song;

And, having pray'd together, we
Will go with you along.

We have short time to stay, as you,
We have as short a spring;

As quick a growth to meet decay,
As you, or anything.

We die as your hours do, and dry away,
Like to the summer's rain;

Or as the pearls of morning's dew,
Ne'er to be found again.

Ashling you have inspired in your short life an
entire nation.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 21,800 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

In Loving Memory of &3
A Cherished Husband,
Father and Grandfather

WILLIAM (Willie) O’ REILLY

28 Lakeglen, Mountmellick Rd. Portlaoise.
4™ Anniversary occurs 24™ January 2022
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Frank White

Newpark, Portlaoise
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Celine ﬂu@ née O Neill

Glenside, Portlacise
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Marian Avenue,
Portlaoise
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The midnight stars are shining on a grave not far
away, where we left our loving daddy, grandad,
and husband four years ago today.

Let this be a loving reminder that someane is
missing today, someone our hearts still hold onto
as we travel along life's way.

Someone who made our lives so special for all
those who gather here, someone who won't be
forgotten but chenshed from year to year.
And now as we pause to remember let us all
fondly recall, how dearly each of us loved you
and how you loved us all.

A life well lived is a legacy of joy, pride and
pleasure, a living lasting memory that our great
full hearts will treasure.

Datrick Gr{y

Portlaoise and Dublin

(11 dk
L1 L1

"

- Martin ( Murt) Kirwan

Shanahoe
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Monday 24™ January at 10am.
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Yames Dawson
Ballinakill
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Sse <> Frances Sheehan née Cole

Never more than a thought away,
Thinking of you today and always.

Green Road, Abbeyleix

dbk
L

Your wife Anne, sons and daughters,
son-in-law, daughters-in-law and all your
grandchildren xxx

Rest in Reace O illiam

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympatiy may be |eft for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.portiaciseparish.ie/deathnotices
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] n Loving Memory of
NEVIN BREEN

Formerly Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise and Galway
4™ Anniversary occurred 19" January 2022

Wil thase who r’ﬁfnféaf Nevin f-:'n";?Jl—r,
A fitthe frayer fir Jovrr sy,

Ak

Neuin, we mies you more e worels couldl sill.

Sadly missed by his brothers and sisters
and families

CMay Nevin Rest in Reace
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In Loving Memory of
COLETTE CROSSAN

St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
18" Anniversary occurs 29" January 2022

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Saturday 29" January at 6:30pm.

Always in our thoughts
Farever in our hearts

(1}

Fadratg, Michael and family,
Kieran and family.

Ak

In Loving Memory of

MARTIN WALSH

118 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
2" Anniversary occurred 21 January 2022

Ak

Martin’s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Saturday 22" January at 6:30pm.

A whisper on a January
evening,
You heard a gentle call,
You took the hand of Jesus
and gently left us all.

(11

Deeply loved and sadly missed by your ever
loving wife Margaret, sons Anthony and Joseph,
1 daughters Mary, Tina, Attracta, Patricia and
Colette, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law,

.' grandchildren and tweo great-grandchildren.

Also remembering Martin Jnr. at this time.

¢

? In Loving Memory of ?

&1 Sadly missed and always remembered by
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In Loving Memory of i

VERA BREEN

Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise. ¥
10™ Anniversary occurs 27" January 2022 .

10" Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's g d
Parish Church on Thursday .
27" January at 10am.

Mfﬂfnﬁ o is & heartache that will

ne !.-'.E‘F"j'l"i' ﬁii’@y,j‘ﬂu are ﬁﬁb‘ﬁﬁh’ in our

Sadly missed by all her foving famify, children, grandchildren

fﬁﬂ&ff;‘é tx and lfve forever in our hearls, ="
and great-grandchildren and her many friends. '

EOIN DOOLEY [

Brittas Mountmellick, 8" Anniversary ocenrs 317 January 2022,
We thought of you today, but that is
nothing new, we thought of you
yesterday and will termorrow too,
We think of you in silence and make no
outward show, for what it meant to lose
you, only those who love you know,
Remembering you is easy,
We do it every day,
It's the heartache of losing you, that never goes away.
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Treasured memories of a foving son, Grother and fatfer, missing you
aleways, fove Mam, Dad, Piarmaid, Graimme, Saralk, Tileen,
daugliter Molly and your expended family.

1

Anniversary Masses will be celebrated in 5t. loseph's
Church, Mountmellick, Saturday 29" Jan uary at 7:320pm and
Sunday 307 at 11am, and in 5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
Portlaoise at 10am on Sunday 30™ January.

CMay Eoin Rat in Peace
BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ? .

JULIA MARGARET “BELL” DOHENY |
23 8t John's 8q. Portlaoise, whose birthday occurs 24" January. I'

Mather: A mother like ours is more than a memary,

1F

1r

L1

h
aL/

-
-

She’s the whisper of the leaves as we walk down the
road; she’s the smell of bleach in our freshly a
laundered socks; she's the cold hand on our brow .

She is a living presence. Our mother is always with us. .‘

when we're not well,
Our mother lives inside our laughter and shea is
crystallised in every tear drop.
She's the place we came from - our first home, and
she's the map we follow with every step we take,
She's our first love and our first heartbreak, and nothing on earth can
separate us...nof fime, not space - nol ever adealh,

_'-I'fﬂ:-u)-a FerEr I'LH',-.'LI'-.J ud.m.'l;r.'r .I'T:?:H.;!l“::u
From her daughters, sons, daughiers-in-Lrw, sons-m-Ge, grandefildren
and great-grandciildren, relatives and friends.

Ao remembering other deceased relatives and friends at this tirme,

CMay ~Sudia Rest in Prave



In Loving Memory of
* ELIZABETH (Lill) FARRELL

Green Mill Lane, Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.
I Anniversary occurs 27" January 2022

(11

Lill's 1" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Thursday 27" and Saturday 29" January at 10am.

We are sending a dove to
heaven, with a parcel on its
wings,
Be careful when you open it,
It's full of beauftiful things,
Inside are a million kisses,
wrapped up in a million hugs,
To say how much we miss you and to send you
all our love.

(1]

(11
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We love and miss you, from your loving husbhand
William, children Gemma, William and Eoin,
son-in-faw Kevin, daughters-in-law Lisa & Jessica
and grandchildren Dylan, Zak, Liadh, Grace,
Sophia and Alex, xxx

Ak

In Loving Memory of

? KATHLEEN BRENNAN
Rathleague, Portlasise.

12" Anni versary occurs Wednesday 26" Jan nary 2022
= B Think of her as living in the hearts of

those she touched,
For nothing loved is ever lost, and she

was loved so very much.
Sadly missed and always remembered by
her loving children, grandchildren, family
and friends.

CMay Kathleen Rest in " Reace

(1]

In Loving Memory of
PATRICK CULBERT

Late of Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Sunday 23™ January at 11.15am.

It's not what we write or even wihat we
say, it’s what we feel inside as we think,
of you today.

Lovingly remembered by your sons and
daughters xx

Rast in Peave Datrick

-
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In Loving Memory of
PATRICK (Paddy) CONNELL

Late of 57 Marian Place, Portlaoise.
5% Anniversary occurred 21" January 2022

(1)
W

Wl

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church
on Saturday 22™ January at 6:30pm.
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But sfill the vacant chair,
Reealls the voice, the smile, the love,
ff?l.frn el who onee sal there,
Loved and missed éejjnn i, mml.&ar.e.
Missed and loved everyday by your sons Richard, Pat and

Kieran, daughters Geraldine, Philomena, Bernadette,
Nora and Teresa, gmmﬁ:ﬁfﬁmn and gmaf-gmﬂd}ﬁiﬂmn.
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Thinking of our dear Mam, Mary at this time.

Rt in Reace Raddy

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of

MARY JANE MAHONY
Late of Boley Abbeyleix. Died 21+ January 2021.

The family of the late Mary Jane
wish to acknowledge the many
expressions of sympathy received
on their sad loss. Thank you to those
who sent Mass and sympathy cards,
floral tributes, telephoned and
uploaded messages of condolences
online.

Our thanks to those who lined the
route from Abbeyleix Church to Shanahoe graveyard.
Sincere thanks to Fr. Paddy Byrne P.P. for his support and
fior the beautiful Requiem Mass and also to the Sacristan.
Tharks to Eamon Kelly Funeral Directors for his kindness
and the professional manner in which he carried out
Mary-Jane's funeral arrangements and to the gravediggers
for preparing her final resting place with such care.

Our thanks to John O' Donnell and staff, to Abbeyleix
Hospital staff for their care and compassion and to the home
carers who called to Mary-Jane during her years of iliness.
Our thanks also to De. Kemple, his secretary Mary and the
community nurses of Abbeyleix Health Centre.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our
deepest gratitude to you all.

The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has been offered for your
intentions.

Mary-Jane'’s 1= Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
the Church of the Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, this
Sunday 23 January at 11am.

Rast in ' Reace Marp~Jane
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In Loving Memory of
MARY ROCHE

Mountrath Rd., Portlaoise. Died gt January 2022.

The family of the Late Mary Roche
would like to express their sincere
thanks to all those who sympathised
with them, sent Mass and sympathy
cards, wuploaded messages of
condolences on RIP and attended

. Mary's Reguiem Mass either in
person or via the parish webcam.

087-2549195
Qwur sincere gratitude to Msgr. lohn, Fr. David, Fr. Petru David 087_2369887
who attended Mary in the house and a special thank you

to Fr. Ciprian for the support to the family and beautiful 1 7 : >
Requiern Mass, Thank you to John Howe for the beautiful HENR& R_[‘&NI\IN
music and songs. o : o

We would like to thank Portlacise and Mullingar Hospital, FUNERAL DIRECTORS
for their excellent care to Mam, all nurses, health care
staff and carers who attended Mary both in hospital
and at home. Special thanks to Hughes FPharmacy,
Dr. White Snr., and Dr. White Inr.

We would like to extend a special thank you to Matthew [EEETIETES

Keegan and David Goode Funeral Directors for their help, [RUEEE: PR T :
support and professionalism and to the gravediggers for GBI FErLTFS ET) =
preparing Mary's final resting place with such care. MNIALL;

Heartfelt thanks to all our friends, neighbours and work SRR

t‘ =
colleagues who supported and continue to support us ﬂ =3
during this difficult time. r T A
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually, please = e
accept this acknowledgement as a token of our sincere D
ES & CARMEL MORAN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

appreciation and gratitude,
Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois
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+ KEEGAN'’S 'I'

"
L
"

L

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
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Contact Matthew
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We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
(opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)
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Mary's Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Saturday 29" January at 5pm.

Kestin Feace Mat’H

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST ( ) Carmel 087-6144280
i | Des 087-2794532
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24 hour service and personalised attention 4

1) 057-8731115 ‘

3,
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.= For the perfect tribute card for vour loved one
* = iy hesprke memorial cards, () moranundertakerslaocis@gmail.com

Create a eollage of images llustraring =

the life of your loved one with our
expert Desion Team. il o eon ] & S L
Al our EME:':H iﬂfﬁﬁd’nnﬁr ﬂﬂ'ﬁgﬂd -_[\ C] 1} = F-I.-I-I] er fﬂ b 21 -‘- 1 CCs
unique keepsakes, with no hdden charges S

Sor wdditional photos or images. g : Since the 1940°s the Kelly family have

been providing Funaral Services in the
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Lnit 3, Clonminam Business

Porilaoise, Co. Laois
BO5T 86 34050

www.mochuaprint.ie

Abbeyleix area.

Street
Abbeyleix
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Results for
20" January 2022

()GD G

No €11,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Sean Dunne Peter Ryan
The Dunne Family Geraldine O'Neill
Philip Brown Kathleen Brown
Dolly Malone 16 Anthony Preston
Anne Fagan Match Philip Fagan
1P Scully 3s Mary Flanagan
Claire Scully €63 Parish Centre
Susan & Teresa Timmons sk Peter Ryan
Grainne Phelan E Phelan
Mary Delaney Margaret Doheny
McDermott Family Teresa Morrin
James Dunne Rita Holland
Paul Doheny Margaret Doheny
Liam Kelly Anne Kelly
Hugh & Margaret McGrath Margaret MoGrath
Michael Hosey Pam Killeen

Play PARISH

VOO

-ONLINE

www.portlaoiseparish.le

Follow Us , @PortlaciseParis
& Like Us @) portiaciseparishlaois

Next Weeks Jackpot €12,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Qutside office hmirs

n ame a2n on
Tel: I:I'Sr'? 35?13 EI

Development Fund Envelope Boxes Available at the
Church Porches
We invite you to take a box for your weekly contribution to the

Parish Development Fund. The boxes also contain envelopes for
the other collections during the year.

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.
Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:
IBAN: IES3AIBKS93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12ZAIBK93327916658201
{The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding

All safeguarding statements and policies can be

viewed on our website and Church Parches,
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@ portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter; @portlaoiseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie
All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
|Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

(57 8600119)
[ ]
lin
U

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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Catholic Schools:
Living Life to the Full

23 JANUARY - 30 JANUARY 2022

See page 11

Living Life to the Full with God

AT T ==

TUESDAY
Living Life to the Full Together

T e T e =]

WEDNESDAY
(Grandparents’ Day)
Celebrating Being Together Again

A o

THURSDAY

Living Life in Wonder and Awe

TR T T e

FRIDAY
Living Life and Facing the Future



