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Tuesday 1st February s f Photo: Mary Lewis SNA, with
T ¥ e pupils of Scoil Bhride making
5t. Brigid’s Crosses.

Sunday in

The feast of 5t. Brigid

-Patron of our - - ' - s - i

w and of our
iocese of Kildare and
Leighlin.

Oh Brigid, Mary of the Ga
May your protection never fa
Spread your mantle over me,
where’ere | am, where'ere | be, ™
Cover me with God’s joy and
Let my faith and hope never cease. \
Shine your light where there is darkness,

strengthen me in any weakness.

- Heal all within that may be ill,
Give me the desire each day to do God’s will,
‘Till 1 rest, my journey o'er,
With Gaod and you forever more.
St. Brigid, patron of Kildare and Leighlin,
Pray for us.

Amen.

*
The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & Like U o fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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SE€. . Bnigib Tuesday 1st February Mass times for the coming week

Patroness of our 5T. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Diocese Monday - Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
St. Brigid is renowned for Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
her hospitality, almsagiving Saturday: 10am
and care for the sick. She Sunday

was born c.454. When she
was young her father
wished to make a very
suitable marriage for her
but  she insisted in
consecrating her life to
God. She received the veil
and spiritual formation probably from St. Mel and CONFESSIONS
stayed for a period under his direction in Ardagh.|| Saturday: After 10am Mass & after Spm Mass.
Others followed her example and this led her to found
a double monastery in Kildare with the assistance of BLESSING OF
|Bishop Conleth. She died in 524. The St. Brigid's THROATS
Cross was used by Brigid to explain the Christian faith. | next Thursday (3rd Feb) is
Along with Saints Conleth and Lazarian, Brigid is Paton | the Feast of St. Blaise.
|D1‘ our Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin. Blessing of Throats will
" y take place after all Masses
in the Parish Church.

Y/ (7

Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)

8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am

The Presentation
of the Lord

Wednesday 2nd February r‘ I; | f
Simeon had waited all his life g% m g 14
to see Jesus. The Holy Spirit s Rl o
had promised him that he}
would live long enough. Seeing
Jesus satisfied Simeon's life. We are prompted to ask
what would satisfy us in our lives. Are the goals we
| set worth a lifetime of wanting, as Simeon's was?

3
I

World Day of Prayer for Consecrated Life
2" February
| In 1997, Pope John Paul Il instituted a day of prayer
for women and men in consecrated life. This

|Candlemas Day occurs 40 days after Christmas and
Imarks the end of the Christmas cycle. Blessing of
|Candles at all Masses in the Parish Church next

Wednesday. celebration is normally attached to the Feast of the
| Presentation of the Lord on February 2nd.

We welcome into our Parish Community Today the Universal Church unites in prayer for all

Saorlaith Carmel Minjo Ni Ghallchobhair, Foxburrow men and women in consecrated life and asks the Lord

Setanta Cian Ni Ghallchobhair, Foxburrow. of the harvest to inspire and call our present

Who were baptised last weekend generation of young Catholics to follow Jesus in

religious life. Today you are invited to pray for

FOURTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME C .
someone you know who is living the consecrated life

Jeremiah 1:4-5, 17-19

Psalm 70:1-6, 15, 17 1 Corinthians 12:31-13:13 || OF Presently discerning a vocation as a religious
Luke 4:21-30 brother, sister or priest. Keep them in your prayers.




MULHALL MEATS

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast
\vailable M 3lst Jan - Sun | 3th Fel

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday S8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday %am - Spm

AUDIOLOGIST ©
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patnma Kilmartin
; -H.A.A.

» Camprehensive Hearing Assecsment

« Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicianz Moulds, etc.
* Heoring Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. pestal service)
» Ear Wax Removal Serviee

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*=STRIT SAFETY MEASLARES IM PLACE, IM LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

]wRooETNG

THE HEIGHT OF QUALITY

Q089 4892441 B
Find us on Facebook

Fully fnsured
_ark Guarmmeﬁ

Gutter Cleaning & Roof Inspection ONLY €60

[ jwroofing?7@gmail.com
== www.jwroofing.ie




Taylor & Conroy

SCBLM  Orthotics and Insoles

ORTHOTICS

FITNESS YOUR WAY

Membership from as little as €30 per month ,

For symptoms of;
High Arches, Flat Feet, Bunions,
Heel Spur, Shin Splints...

We may have the solution with
Prescription Orthotics

Dpen fram &30am- 10pm Monday-Fridey + Bam-Spm Saturday KELLIE TAYLOR B5C [Hons) Ost. M.OLC). and DARREN COMROY BSC (Hons) Ost. MLOUCL

Bam-T 30pemn Surdoys and Bank Holidays 086_8575060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

E tcosteopaths@gmail.com www.tcosteopaths.ie

limming World
-~ taste
T the

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

 NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Laois Satellite'?

12 Davin Park, Mountmellick, Co. Laois.
085-8397612

AR

The Killeshin Hotel

Tuesday Mornings;
9am and 10:30am

Midlands area
22 years experience
Free Quotations

SAORVIEW

FREE TO AlR REETO
Aerials also NO MORE AIR FROM
supplied and BILLS T.V. €140

Installations and
Service repairs

Call Eamonn 085-8397612

Saturday Mornings;
8am, 9:30am and 11lam

Contact Ingrid 086 8040285

fittad digital®!!

ANewYear o
| o Slimmingworld.ie S.:é;laz_{]?_?m “ry




Q“ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

gV GET YOURSELF NC

- Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 . 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie QO00B®

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB

PDGI}aBgBAH )

Enjoy our delicious homemade Chicken Korma

or Boz Beef Burger and a draught pint of your choice

in the Cecdar Bar. Available seven nights a week,

057 B63 1200 | SALES@THEKILLESHIN.COM | WWW.THEKILLESHIN.COM




PAINTING &
DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing

FUEL FOR SALE

3 large net bags Logs €10
5 bags of Kindling €10
Orders over €50 receive

two bags of kindling free

Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

089-4459958 083-3153211 Free delivery to suit. Tel.
www. kukic-hms.ie www. kukic-hms.ie Fintan 087-7645855
TV SERVICES PLUMBER AVAILABLE | HOME HELP/PERSONAL

Repairs to TV and home All domestic, solid fuel and _ w
entertainment equipment. oil servicing. Kind, caring person needed for

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.

lady, (early 70's), post surgery
and going forward, Portlaoise
town. Help required with personal
care, dressing, meal preparation,

Leaving Certificate grinds in
HL Geography or English
and Junior Certificate grinds
in Geography or English
available.
Contact 085-7127205
for more information

057-8732998 Contact Alan; shopping, exercise. Contact;
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-6611760
GRINDS ERAWAN % %k ok ok ok

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaocise
Open Monday-5aturday
liam-/7pm

083-0988602

(RAFFLE) Ve

Christmas Raffle Results
The Retired Nurses Association
Laois Offaly Branch

Kathleen Dunne, Garryhinch €50
Marie Conlan, Mountmellick €50

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oil Boilers,
0il Cockers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the old sludge and water that has built up

in your rediators and boilers aver the years with clean
water and Inhibitors te reduce fual bills and save money

Ballyfin, Portlaocise. Call:

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,
Non-Judgemental service.
Enquires to;

Margaret Murray, Tullamore €25
Agnes Mortimer, Portlacise €25
Margaret Dooley, Kilcormack €25
Kay Rankin, Portlacise €25
Margaret Hogan, Tullamore €25
Teresa Lynch, Portlaoise €25
Kathleen Booth, Portlanise €25
Kay Conroy, Portlacise €25

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in
spoken French.

I have lived in France for one year.
Master's in French literature from
Leiden University.

087-2841468

086-3758503 03?-3903995 Cﬂngr’ﬂ'tilﬁiﬁﬂnﬁ to all winners
FRENCH GRINDS ACTIVE BUILDING
Available for secondary school
5.Ilsltw:!er‘nts - €30 perrrmur. ERVICES

Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

HANDYMAN
AVAILABLE
to do tiling,
timber floors,
painting etc.

All jobs considered.

Phone Jim 087-6885017

FOR SALE
Single bed and double
bed, both with mattress,
in perfect condition.
Also single headboard in
good condition. Contact;
087-7696318

Join with us to pray the Rosary
via the Parish webcam daily at
9:30am, 7pm and 9:30pm.

Rosary will be prayed at the
Grotto after evening Mass
on the First Friday (4™ Feb.).




Pictured Above,; The Divine Mercy core group of Portlacise who will pray for
your intentions. Please text 087-1464062 with your prayer requests to have
your intentions included in our daily prayers.

ROSARY AT THE SHRINE

Market Square, Portlaoise

First Sunday, every month
at 2:30pm

Portlacise Kenpo Karate;
Any ladies want to take their
safety into their own hands
and want to leam some
skills, gain confidence and
awareness and just simply
feel safer? Come and do a
maonths training with us for
free. That's it, simply turn up
and train. Ladies 16 years
old and over for the month of
February. Call, text,
WhatsApp 087-2428236.

SEANCHUA

We are currently accepting
applications for admission to Junior
Infants for the school year
2022-2023.

Closing date for applications;
10" February 2022,

You can find out more about our
school by visiting our website;
www.shanahoens.weebly.com,

following us on Facebook
‘Shanahoe National School” and
Twitter 'ShanahoeNs'.
Please contact the school at
(057) 87 39715 or e-mail
principalshanahoens@gmail.com
to receive an
‘Application for Admission Form”.

Scoil an Fhraoich Mhéir >
together we learn "5 xm"“

»
The Heath, Portlaoise, Co.Laois
Junior Infant Enrolment 2022-2023 school year

We are currently accepting applications for junior infant
enrolment for the school year 2022-2023.

Application forms are available from the school website
www.heathns.ie or from the school office.

Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is
Friday 4" February.

TOBAR AN LEINN - RAHEEN NATIONAL SCHOOL
Mountrath, Co. Laois. R32 R296

We are now accepting enrolments for the academic year

2022-2025. There are 24 places available in Junior Infants

and 3 places available in A.S.D class. Enrolment forms are

available from the school office. Tel. 057 8731767 or

e-mail office@tobaranleinn.ie / secretarytoblr@gmail.com
Website: www.fobaranleinn. weebly.com

Primary School Grinds in Tutor’'s home; Primary
school teacher with over 15 years experience specialising
in Reading and Maths skills, available for grinds, €40 per
hour. Contact; 087-6139781.

Jack and Jill Charity Shop are currently looking for
volunteers. If you would like to donate your time please
pop in and speak with Julie.




OPEN

2 Week

_[ Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs, iMocs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@) @techmarketirl m

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

" . -~ LiNAMAIS
Fourth Wall Laois Theatre Group e

present

C.C.T.V. TE & DRAIN INSPECTION

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING e
TEL/FAX 0578681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? ‘ d
PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA i

: BY JOHN B. KEANE
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR FR DAVID VARD 8 S seurd L
30 JUNE 2022 7 NIGH-E-S In the Dunamaise Theatre
Tickets: Adults €16 and Concessions €14

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDING Bookings to 057-8663355 or online at www.dunamaise.ie
Mass in the Capelinha - Fully esmr';e{;:l I}p;igﬁm::ﬁ ;
Rosary and Candlelit Procession | - Accompanied by Fr Paday Byme an

Stations of the Cross Fr Pat Hennessy : DU NAMASE ANTI QUES
Homes of the three visionaries Retum fights from n”.hh" foLisbon
S -7 nights at Hotel Avenida

MIFERINAIN et - Breakfost, lunch and dinner each day
FOR DETAILS AND BOOKINGS - Airport faxes

MAURA OBRIEN - 0kg check-in bag per person

TEL: ﬂﬂ?iiiﬂEﬁE or 0578661601

February at 8pm

Antigue Furniture, Lamps, China Tea Sets.
Kitchen Copper and Brass ware, Mirrors.
Pub Memorabilia, "Man Caves Waorld”,

Pictures; Michael Collins, Guinness, Whiskies,
Laois/Leix All Ireland Winner 1915.

Waterford Crystal and others.
Mason's Mandlay China.

The Antiques Corner Portlaoise

. - | § i : . ; L i ; -
’r ”Ml 'I i Main 5treet Pnrtlaulse 085-7657206 'F
ll. { ' Open Monday - 5aturday 10:30am-5pm
@ pewdshioursie | indiooweldiioursie | 01 341 0800 | 890 Conaell Sareet Uppar, Dublia 1 DOIFW1I f‘ All major credit cards accepted. Delivery all over Ireland, UK, Europe atc,

mizzian far Aerben Regelation L
10303 & TREEDH iy nmd i with P Rasboge Traved wed Uik Trovsd hesaegrnnd Prchoge Rega bation 1008 WWW. dunamaseannq LLUU LU DoneDeal e



Amy Egan Holistic

Hipwell House, Portlaocise

- Massage

- Reflexology

- Indian Head Massage

- Fertility Treatments

- Holistic Facial and lots more ...

Contact: 087 966 2086
Website: www.amyeganholistic.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/amyeganholistic

*
vvvvv

Does your - *

organisation need -
volunteers?

Contact us: .
info@volunteerianisie =

of 0872499659 Co=
WWW.volunteerianis.le '

Laois
'J Volunteer Centre

bomod PO b Dheonaoh Laois

DIGITAL WELLBEING AND ONLINE
FETY FOR YOUNG ADULTS

B
WAYNH AWLOR

DIGITAL MEDIA | SOCIAL MEDIA MANAGEMENT/GROWTH
MEDIA RELATIONS | SMALL BUSINESS CONSULTANCY

INFLUENCER ENGAGEMENT | CREATIVE CONTENT
BRAND PARTNERSHIPS

BASED BETWEEN THE UK AND IRELAND | Z00M MEETINGS

.~ 00353 85139 0638

info@waynelawlor.com
www.waynelawlor.com

I1[E) @waynelawlorcommunications

PILGRIMAGE TO MEDJUGORIE Y VI
WITH SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR FR DAVID VARD

8-15 JUNE 2022 | 7 NIGHTS

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDING

St James Church - Fully escorted pilgrimoge

Way of the Cross -Led by Spiritual Director Fr David Vord
Meefing with the visionaries - Return flights from Dublin to Mostar

i : & -7 nights in Hotel Leone
Climb the hill of Apparitions iporf sl

Wolk to the Blue Cross -Breakfost and dinner
FEIH []E'MILS AND BOOKINGS = - 20kg check-in bog per person

TEL ﬂE? 14&4062

0 247 0300 | 49 0Canael] Sevaat Ugp
o mie beoded and licoesed by the (omrh
Torvel and Lieked Tronsd drrorgeewsnt Pokoge Feg



Only a Carpenter’'s Son

I am going to tell you some things about my young
friend, his name is John, things about him and you tell
me whether you believe.

John likes the colour red, Do you think that could be true?
We may not know what his favourite colour is, but it is
certainly possible that he likes the colour red.

John likes ice cream. Do you think that could be true?

Sure, what kid doesn't like ice cream?

John likes to play sports. Could that be true? Sure it could. Many boys and girls like to play sports
so it is quite possible that John does too.

Here is something you probably didn't know. John has the power to heal the sick of all their
diseases. Do you think that could be true? You don't? Why not? Well, you know John and he is
just an ordinary kid like you. He lives right here in the same town, you go to the same schoaol,

and play on the same soccer team. There is no way he has the power to heal sick, is there?

In the day that lesus lived, many people had a hard time believing some of the things that they
heard about him. This was especially true of the people in his home town of Nazareth. People had
heard about the miracles that Jesus had done in Capernaum and they just didn't know how they
could be true. After all, wasn't he Joseph's son? How could the son of a carpenter do all of the
things that they had heard about?

Jesus said to them, "Surely you will guote this proverb to me: 'Physician, heal yourself! Do here in
your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.' I tell you the truth," he
continued, "no prophet is accepted in his hometown.

The people in the synagogue became furious. They got up, drove him out of the town, and took
him up on the hill on which the town was built, because they wanted to throw him off of a cliff.
But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way.

What a way to treat a hometown boy! It seems that no matter what Jesus did, he just couldn't

seem to please the people in his own hometown. I wonder, if you and I had lived in Nazareth
during Jesus' day, would we have treated him any better, or would we have gone along with the
crowd?

Our Prayer
Heavenly Father, even when others refuse to believe that Jesus
has the power to heal and forgive, help us to remain
faithful and true.
In the name of Jesus we pray.
Amen




Only a Carpenter’s Son
"I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his

hometown.”
1 2 3 “+
6
7
8
ACROSS DOWN
2.  The earthly father of Jesus 1. The area of high, steep rocks beside
5.  Another word for a doctor the sea
7. To make or become healthy again 3. A person's male child
8. The sacred writings of the Bible 4.  The town where you grew up
6. To be very surprised.
HEAL SON PHYSICIAN AMAZED
JOSEPH HOMETOWN SCRIPTURE CLIFF
ZASLCFRIHUSWACXCDmmEtEthE
I NAZIWQPSWGATI A Z wordsearch :
P T C CHYEHLGQGZCKE!] t.i-;.rgi prophet s
RO CJIJWSsS SCOCRIPTURE .t
OWEIBOCHAIINTFOKV]
P NP JHPYOUIRSTETLF S WORDS YOURSELF
HATCQCHUMCRMK H Y SCRIPTURE PROPHET
E LERTWPTIYFETULOTI E N HOMETOWN TOWN
TADORRLZPSWTTI K A A SYNAGOGUE  AMAZED
HMRWUOLAETIOOTFTL G HL ACCEFTED
QA ZDTVOTMOTG CRMWF O PEOPLE PHYSICIAN
MZJQHECGNBPTIDNG ROW el
MEKFURTIOUSOLASUy ™M PRLERLED
VDOCQBHQRSVYTENE JOSEPH PROVERBS
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There was a great sense of relief and unburdening
when An Taoiseach Micheal Martin, announced the
ending of most of the restrictions, regarding
COVID-19. We were all invited whilst keeping
safe, to embrace this new beginning, after two
years of great darkness and anxiety. Never
befare, have we all looked forward so much to the
brightness of a new and healthy springtime, a
time when we can truly with confidence begin
again.

We are about to begin a new season of promised
hope and light. February is a mast hopeful month.
This week we celebrate St. Brigid's Day, a day
which brings great hope. St. Brigid brings with her
a story of compassion, generosity, healing and
renewal. These early February days mark the
beginning of Spring, yes, it may still feel cold but
already brighter evenings, emerging green shoots
and snowdrops, announce a time for new
beginnings. I'm glad the darkness of winter once
again is being transformed by the light of our new
spring. Spring is a season of hope and renewal.
We are in the true sense of Scripture called out of
darkness into God's wonderful light.

Over the past few weeks I have celebrated a
number of funerals. What struck me most about
these celebrations was the power of the positive,
unigue and talented spirit that is contained within
us all. Lives that greatly enhanced not just their
immediate families, but also a wider community.
Feople who were sincere, genuine and energetic in
sharing life freely with others. [ was greatly
inspired also by the wonderful sense of
community expressed by the kindness and
compassion of good neighbours and friends. We
must never take for granted the wonderful gift
that is community. We are very fortunate to live
with people who care for one another, who
support, encourage and facilitate many good
things to happen every day.

The truth of the matter is that all of us carry with
us a sense of winter and spring. Winter is often
felt in the pain, anxiety and burden that is part of
our human story. So too, it is experienced in our
falls and struggles, our losses and human frailty.
However, this fragile truth does not truly define
who we are. All of us have a beautiful spring,
constantly being renewed in all our hearts.

The spring tells the story of our resilience,
courage, determination and imagination.

The spring in our story is about being able to
begin again. Spring-time embraces the possible.

This is a time when for many people real
guestions are being asked regarding, where as a
nation do we go from here. I suggest that part of
this discernment is about tapping into the spring
of giftedness, talent and abundance, found within
the depths of all our being. Surely the wonderful
neighbours and good people that are the living
fabric of every community, reminds us that people
are more important than policy and community is
far more powerful that an economy.

The spring marks a significant change in the year.
I am grateful for the powerful gift of hope, given
to me recently by many good people who have
gone from this life marked with the sign of faith.

I am deeply confident that as we emerge from
this pandemic, gifts of integrity, renewal and
opportunity will be its fruit. Spring is in the air,
may we take time to breathe in its hope and light.

St. Bridget's Well (A poem from the point of view
of a pilgrim to the shrine)

"We set out this night toward the well of 5t.
Brigid, sailing from the island of Innis Oirr,

Then by foot on through Doelin to follow that trail,
that skirts the sheer drop off the Cliffs of Mohar.
Then we scrabble the Burren over rock walls and
pastures,

to a foothill of magic in the County of Clare,
where a spring of cold water runs through a cold
cave, and the water is wishes from the wells of
our hearts,

that the ones that we love might be plucked fram
their sickness, or freed from despair so the
healing might start”.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 22,000 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles



Gabrielle Jin will make her First Profession at
10am Mass on Tuesday 1°° February — The Feast
of St. Brigid.

Hello, my name is Gabrielle Jin. I am from a city along
the Southeast coast of China, and have been living in
Ireland for ten years now. I grew up in a traditional
Catholic family. In my grandparents’ generation, faith
was something they would die for and was the greatest
legacy to pass on to us. Their witness of faith never
stops to influence my vocation to this day.

My wvocation journey in Ireland started with a general
conversation with a friend. She shared a thought on
abortion saying “"a woman's body is no longer her own
when she conceives, but is shared with her baby.” That
line just didn't go away from my mind and I went to
pray on it. I felt so overwhelmed by it as if the Lord is
saying to me, "Gabrielle, you receive me in the Blessed Sacrament everyday, but do you
really let me share your heart and your body?” The effect of that prayer was beyond
words. It awakened in me the desire to be a Christ bearer.

I've been with the Presentation Congregation for three years now, and currently a Novice
with the Presentation Sisters in Ashbrook Gardens on the Mountrath road. I feel quite at
home among the sisters, maybe in part I see in our elder sisters the spirit of joy and love
I was so acquainted with in the life of my grandma. I know I owe my vocation to her
prayers in Heaven too.

Today, we live in a time where religious communities are aging and vocations are few.
I've been asked by many, “what is it like for you to join a congregation where the
majority of the Sisters are retired and in a culture so different from your own?” Well, it's
like everyone else might have experienced when making a big transition in life. There are
moments of loneliness, doubts and despondency, and of course feelings of homesickness
at times! Those moments could be hard but meanwhile are great opportunities to grow--
grow in understanding, grow in wisdom, grow in mutual respect and in compassion, and
above all, to grow deeper in union with God.

I think the biggest challenge for Christian life is self-emptying, so also for religious life.
The more we allow ourselves to be led and the more we fix our eyes on God, the happier
we become, the freer we are to love, and the more capable we are to serve. That's more
or less what I have been doing as a novice Sister--setting aside everything, to listen, to
reflect and to respond to this loving God.

I look upon the religious vows as a confirmation of this inner development. Making it in
public is a witness to God’s love and glory. This is strengthened by living in community,
sharing a common spirit of service and prayer. We take the vows of chastity, poverty,
and obedience, each instructs a way of life. By living in chastity, we live in a loving and
joyful way; by living in poverty, we strive to live our lives in a trusting and compassionate
way; by the vow of obedience, we are to live in a listening and searching way.

Vocation is a gift from God, but "we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this
all-surpassing power is from God and not from us.”(2Cor 4:7). Truly I know how
unworthy I am, and can do nothing without the grace of our Lord.

Please remember and support me with your prayers along my vocational journey.

God bless you all.



Bingo in St. Mary’s Hall
Resuming Thursday 3 February at 8pm

Buses collecting from their usual pick-up points in the Portlaoise area at 7:30pm.

UNITING IN PRAYER AS A DIOCESAN FAMILY

TOGETHER WE JOIN IMN PRAYER AS A DIOCESAN FAMILY AND AS
AN IRISH CHURCH, AS WE PREPARE TO LISTEN TO EACH OTHER
AND TO THE HOLY SPIRIT

We stand before You, Holy Spirit,

] Let us find in You our unity
as we gather together in Your name.

so that we may journey together to eternal
life
and not stray from the way of truth
and what is right.

With You alone to guide us,
make Yourself at home in our hearts;
Teach us the way we must go

and how we are to pursue it. All this we ask of You,

who are at work in every place and time,
in the communion of the Father and the Son,
forever and ever. Amen.

We are weak and sinful;
do not let us promote disorder.
Do not let ignorance lead us down the
wrang path
nor partiality influence our actions.

The S}rnodaf F’afhwgy

of the Cathelic Churoch 10 (e lang

FoR MORE INFORMATION ON THE SYNOD PLEASE SEE THE BACK COVER




OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(1]

(1]

(1]

'P@ﬁ?; %Mjﬁan
(née Harrington)
Portlacise and Drimnagh.

(11

(11

Patrick Keenan

Raheen

(1)

Maria Brodowska

Grandmother to Fr. Theo
& whose Requiem Mass took
place during the week.

(1)

£l

£l

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

ik

Ak

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www. porilaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

Ak

In Loving Memory of
CHRISTY WHELAN

138 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlavise.
15" Anniversary occurs 7 February 2022,

(LY

Sunday 6™ February at 10am.

Thinking of you today and always

Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us everyday,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,

Always loved and sadly missed by your loving wife
Lily and fanmly.

CMay Christy Rest in " Reace
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on

Still loved, still missed and very dear.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT N

In Loving Memory of

P.J. SWAYNE
St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaocise. Died 28t December 2021.

The family of the late P.J. Swayne would
like to express their sincere thanks to all
those who sympathised with them on
their sad loss, sent Mass and sympathy
cards, floral tributes, phone calls and
online messages of support on RIF, and
to those who attended the rosary and
requiern Mass in person or wvia the
webcam,
Heartfelt thanks to Msgr. John and the Priests of the
Parish, especially Fr. Ciprian for the beautiful requiem
Mass and to Vivienne Graham, Georgina Cathcart and
Mary Wisely for the beautiful music which enriched the
CEFemony.
Sincere thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode,
funeral directors, for the professional and compassionate
manner in which they carried out P.J’s funeral
arrangements and to the gravediggers for preparing his
final resting place with such care.
Our thanks to all our neighbours, friends and family for
providing refreshments and for their care and support,
especially Adrian Swayne and family in England and P.1."s
friends in Cork. Your kindness to us all during this difficult
time will never be forgotten. Thanks also to the doctors,
nurses and staff in Cork University Hospital for the care
shown to P.J. in his final hours,
As it would be thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as an
expression of our sincere appreciation and deepest
gratitude to you all.

P.1.’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this Saturday

2g9™ January at 6:30pm.
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In Loving Memory of
FINTAN DOOLEY

7 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise. .
9" Anniversary occurs 2" February 2022. '::

ﬂegp in our hearts jn:m will mfmajfj

stay, l.
fm*m"ﬁm"'mmﬂméarmra [#S!:ff.:ﬁ‘:;fj;, I [

TUnseen, unheard, but ﬁfwajr near, .
Sall t@t'eaf still rr.n'ma‘f ,ra‘a?rw:y dear,

Lovingly remembered by all his family. .::
Rest in Redce sfintan .
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In Loving Memory of

g ANNE GING
700 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
15™ Anniversary occurred 25" January 2022,

Missing you is a heartache that will never
go away, you are alfways in our thouglhts
and [rve forever in our fearts.

Loved and remembered today and everyday,
by your loving son Liam, daughiter Helena
and famifies.

CMay Anne Rest in Reace

L1

In Loving Memory of
MARY (May) CONNELL

31 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

17" Anniversary occurred 28" January 2022
lanuary comes with sad regret,
The day, the month, we'll never forget,
In our hearts you will always stay,
Loved and remembered forever
each day.
Sadly missed by your loving family
and friends.

Rast in Reace Mary

? In Loving Memory of ?
ESTHER SZWAGLIS

Late of 170 8t. Brigid’s Place. Died 29" January 1999.
23 Anniversary away from home,

(1}

: .'Jrl. . ‘.\. ¥ {: rlt’.- 1"
AR
“From sunrise to sunset, every moment would have
been more wonderful if you were with us today.
Your memories will never be forgotten”.
Missing you every day from your loving
husband Les, your children, grandchildren and
great-grandchildren .

(1] (1]
a
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Also remembering her sisters Alice and Mary
and her son-in-law David around this time.

May Lsther Rt in Peaace
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

JOHN (U“Ck) CONROY
Beladd, Portlacise, Died 31* January 2021.

The family of the late John Conroy
(Ulick), would like to express a heartfelt
thank you to all who supported us
through the most difficult ime.
While John's passing occurred in the
strangest and darkest of times, we felt
so much love, comfort and support from
family, our wonderful friends and great
neighbours.
We would like to thank the ICU staff in Portlacise, and
St. James’s hospitals for the love and care that they gave to
lohn, and the support that they provided to us during these
dark days. Thank you to the ambulance personnel for their
care in transporting lohn to Dublin,
A very special thank you to Monsignor Byrne who was in
touch with us during John's illness, and for giving us the
opportunity to honour his life during his requiem Mass.
A special thank you is also offered to Fr. Paddy Byrne and
Fr. Liam Merrigan who have also been a great support, and
for joining us at the requiem Mass, and to our Priests in the
Parish wheo also were present. Thank you to Sarah Troy for
the wonderful music that enriched the ceremony.
A sincere thank you to Matthew Keegan and David Goode
funeral directors, for their professionalism and sensitivity in
organising John's funeral, and to the gravediggers who
prepared his final resting place with great care,
Thank you to lohn's work colleagues and friends from both
Portlaoise Prison and Kolbe Special School for your
presence, your care and your friendship. A sincere thank
you to friends and neighbours who lined the Stradbally Road
as we brought John to his final resting place. To the staff
and students of Kolbe Special School: it meant so much to
us to see you lined up cutside the school, and we know that
lohn would have been so proud.
Thank wou also to family, friends and neighbours who
brought food to the house, who sent condolences, Mass
cards and wrote letters, This meant so much to us and we
will be forever grateful for the support and kindness that
you have shown us,
A sincere thank you to all who supported the fundraiser that
was organised for John's birthday, Thank you to everyone
wheo donated, and to those whao ran with Audrey on the day
of lohn's birthday and all who came out to support the run
on the day. A total of £11,316.54 was raised and divided
between Kolbe Special 5chool, Portlacise ICU, and
5t. James's ICL.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually, please
accept this acknowledgement as a token of our sincere
appreciation and deepest gratitude,

lohn's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter and Paul's Parish Church, on
Monday 31 January at 10am.

Kest in Fcacf: Jai‘m
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In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL DEMPSEY

3 Roselawn, Portlacise and late of Rathdowney.
7" Anniversary occurs 1% February 2022

‘ _ Lookzing back ow all our Ljears faid

things that we've beaw throwagh,

7" Anniversary Mass will be
Cf all the choices that | made, "we glad 1marvied You.
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In Loving Memory of
JANE BYRNE née bempsey

Old Knockmay Rd. Portlaoise. Died gt January 2022.

The family of the late lane Byrne would
like to express their sincere thanks to
all those who sympathised with them,
sent Mass and sympathy cards, flowers,
phone calls, visits, and online messages
on RIP. Our sincere appreciation to
all those who travelled and attended
lane's Requiem Mass in person and to
those who joined with us via the parish webcam.

Our sincere gratitude to Fr. David who visited lane in her
final hours and also for the support he gave the family in
the days following Jane's passing. Our thanks to Msgr.
lohm and Fr. David for the beautiful requiem Mass and to
Muala Kelly for the beautiful music which enriched the
CEremaony.

ln Loving Memory of ? Thanks to Sonia Brenmnan, Palliative care for all the

i support; to Dr. Maseem, Marie and Darina in oncology for
MAR YDUNNE all the kindness and compassion shown to Jane over the
Marian Avemwe, Portlavive. 5 Anniversary occurs 26" Janwary. | last few years. Thanks to Dr. Burke, Dr. Booth and the
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in J§ staff of the Cedar Clinic and to Hughes Pharmacy for their

Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church this | assistance and kindness.
Saturday 29" January at Spm. Sincere thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode,

Your ‘I;f'; uﬂ)‘fﬁffﬂfﬁﬂﬂ@ deed, funeral directors, for the professional and compassicnate

,?I.f}gf;h.-}fﬁ F;firxffrnr athars nasels, manner in which they carrle_d out lane's funerai
arrangements and to the gravediggers for preparing her

final resting place with such care.
ﬂmuﬁﬁrfrmi}mrﬂ'ﬂ' -I'E‘f‘f?éfﬁfﬂﬂ'f Heartfelt thanks to our families, friends and neighbours
. Fach fime we look at “our picture, you seem fo smile ml.ﬂ'lr_l?ilj; for their support which was so greatly appreciated.

":G'.fm'féamdréufmunyﬂﬁﬁéﬂ.m’fﬂrl'{-'?l-'f-i‘ﬂ-'.‘ﬁﬂﬁ{iﬁf‘fﬂﬂﬂjmﬁf". As it would be impossible to thank ewveryone

individually, please accept this acknowledgement as an
Sadly missed by your foving fusband Frank and davglters

: : R - expression of our deepest gratitude to you all.
Rfiona e, Janet and grandcfiildren Mia, Sam and James xx The holy sacrifice of the Mass has been offered for your
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celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church on
Saturday 5 February at 6:30pm.
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Sadly missed by your loving wife Marie.

Will these who think of Dad toda Y
A Litkle prayer to Jesus say.
Lots of love Dad, from Joe, Patricia, Mickey, Helena and
Aine, daughters-in-law, son-in-law and grandchildren.

CMay CMishael Rest in ' Pece
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Sincere and true in heart and mind
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intentions.
Jane's Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on Sunday
6" February at 12.30pm.

Restin Peace Jane
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In Loving Memory of ?
STEPHEN DWANE -

11 Ml Cours, Green Mill Lane, Portlaoise,
& Anniversary occurs 30" January 2622

Vit sad o walk the road alone

.
instead of side oy sic, % | MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
But o all there comes a mament ‘ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

when the s ,f;f ﬁﬁ drvid - Far the perfect tribute card for your loved one
You gave me years af ha piness, i _ our bespoke memorial cards,
Create a collage of images illustrating
the life of your laved one with our
But Wou J'Ef:f me .ém.;rfrfmr PIERIOFTEY, expert Design Teant,

Al our Cards are individually desigmed
unigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
8" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Sor additional photas or images. g
Paul’s Parish Church this Saturday 29" January at Spm. #

L,Irl'lil 3, Clonminam B ncss Park

Sadly missed by your loving wife ®hil and famify Portlaoise, Co. Laois
ClMay Obtgphen Rest in ' Reace

B 057 86 34050
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+ KEEGAN'S ¥+
Porﬂa%'gﬁt re | FUNERAL DIRECTORS P

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and

___Q_
>

Contact Matthew

-
i WL

ik
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plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any

L)

design made to order,

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out,

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

087-2549195
We supply ceramic photos - single and double. DaVId 08?-2369887
All grave work carried out to a high standard

Please visit our new website w“w,por‘tlaﬂisesto;'re.ie H E N R‘lr R-LANI{IN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

L) L) o ¥

* * * # - * #
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We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

L1

L)

Contact;
057-8620567 :
PAUL; 0B7-2562137

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois. NIALL; %
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930 R -F‘

Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie &G - i..
n.-:rr =T

IT's NOT THE END OF THE TRAIL | DES & CARMEL MORAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
IT'S NOT THE END OF THE TRAIL FOR ME: Main St., Ballyroan, Co. Laois
I'VE JUST TRAVELED ON, YOU SEE,

4
UP AHEAD UHEIE GIEEIEI PASTURES GROW
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24 hour service and personalised attention

L

-

057-8731115

L)

Carmel 0B7-6144280

| Des DB7-2734532

| moranundertakerslacis@gmail.com
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Kelly’s Funeral Services
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Since the 1940°s the Kelly family have

(1]
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been providing Funeral Services in the

Abbeyleix area.

Street
Abbeyleix
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ety e i k We offer a 24 hour personal and ,
HXI ¢ ; prafessional funeral s F'Fulll-" *
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Results for
27" January 2022

Portlaoise Parish

No €12,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
John Kelly Peggy Kelly
Carmel Whelan 5 Carmel Whelan
Ciss Dunne M;:":h Mary J Dunne
Mary Kelly €200 Paul Dooley
Ally & Finn Russell Jacob each Heather Mortimer

Plav P ARISH Follow Us ’ @PortlaciseParis
Q@N@r@@ & Like Uso portlaciseparishlaois

www . portlaoiseparish.ie

Next Weeks Jackpot €13,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Development Fund Envelope Boxes Available at the Church Porches

We invite you to take a box for your Weekly
contribution to the Parish Development Fund. The
boxes also contain envelopes for the other
collections during the year.

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.
Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:
IBAN: [E53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding

All safeguarding statements and policies can be

viewed on our website and Church Porches,
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday Sam-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter; @portlaoiseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and Sr. lulie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaoiseparish.ie
|Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119}
[ ]
lin
U

Secretary: lulie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
llamto 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




The Synodal Pathway

of the Catholic Church in [reland

What is a Synod?

The word “synod” evokes the image of “"walking together on the way”. For the Church it is a
time-honoured way of working out together the “navigation map” for the Church at particular
times. Synodality is about the whole People of God helping each other listen to what the
Holy Spirit is saying to the Church. Pope Francis emphasises that this is not simply a matter of
discussion as in a parliamentary debate. Rather it is primarily a prayerful spiritual time of
communitarian discernment. It is about finding the best ways for every baptised person to fulfil
the Church's mission of proclaiming to the world, God's love and salvation in Jesus Christ.

Pope Francis has emphasised that "It is precisely this path of Synodality which God expects of the
Church of the third millennium”. Synodality is at the heart of the pastoral conversion that Pope
Francis emphasises in the Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium).

When will the Synodal Assembly take place?

The journey towards a more Synodal Irish Church begins now, but preparing ourselves to think
and act Synodally cannot happen overnight. A Synod without a Synodal preparation risks being
merely a parliament of competing voices.

Can Synodal Assemblies change Church teaching?

Pope Benedict XVI, in an address to Pastoral Leaders in 2009, said that “"They must no longer be
viewed as "collaborators” of the clergy but truly recognised as “co-responsible” for the Church’s
being and action...” This model of “"co-responsibility” has continued under the leadership of Pope
Francis where he has encouraged the Church to be Synodal in its approach.

Much has been said of the model of Synodality being that of a "walking together” in a process of
discernment, reflection and prayer trying to discover what God wants of the Church at this time.
However, the question arises as to whether a Synodal Assembly can actually change Church
teaching? Pope Francis has been clear that Synods are not instruments to change Church teaching
but rather help to apply Church teaching more pastorally.

For more information see the official website of
the Irish Synod

Syncdie



