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Y New Beginnings
Now when all the people
were baptised, and when
Jesus also had been
_ baptised and was praying,
the heaven was opened,
Y §i e ) and the Holy Spirit
| descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a
voice came from heaven, ™You are my Son, the
Beloved; with you I am well pleased.”
This is a great moment for Jesus, a moment when he
receives affirmation from God his Father. For the rest
of us it is also a momentous occasion. This is the
beginning of Jesus’ public ministry and a promise of
great things to follow. What a shame that our own
baptisms aren't as momentous. At best we might have
got a party, though of course we were far too young
to share the sausage rolls and champagne. Perhaps
there's a bit of video footage somewhere in the loft,
but it's not likely that we got doves from heaven or
God’s voice from the clouds. This doesnt however
make our baptism unimportant.
Jesus’ baptism came at the start of his public ministry
and marked a new beginning for us all. The story
invites us to look at our own beginnings in light of
|Je5us‘ ministry. What have we made of our lives so
far? Is there anything we can point to that we feel
might have particularly pleased God? Perhaps we have
done nothing to please God., Perhaps we have made
Irather a rocky start, Perhaps we haven't done much to
be proud of at all. It doesn’t matter; coming so close
to the beginning of the year, this feast day is a perfect
invitation to start again.
The second thing we learmn from this gospel reading is
that Jesus was not alone; he was enabled by the Holy
| Spirit who descended in the bodily form of a dove. The
|rea|l~,r exciting news is that according to John, we too
receive the Holy Spirit in our baptism. We are not
alone in our struggles. We too are enabled. That's a
genuinely powerful belief.
As we begin yet another new year, we set about
facing our challenges with a renewed courage and a
renewed faith in the Holy Spirit. We begin again with
an appreciation that our baptism is more than just a
distant childhood memory.

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday - Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am

Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.20am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS55, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday
After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

Seeing your Life through
the Lens of the Gospel

The people were searching and lohn pointed
them in the direction of lesus. On your life's
journey who have been the John the Baptist
people for you, people who have pointed you
in the right direction.

The Baptism of Jesus was a wvery special
moment for him that affirmed him in his
identity as Son of God and in his mission.
Recall the experiences that affirmed you—
either in your sense of who you are, or in rela-
tion to the direction you were taking in life.

The Baptism of Jesus marks a transition point
in his life, and the start of his public ministry.
Recall the transition points in your own life,
Where did you see the grace of God at work in
those times?

This experience of lesus occurred when he was at
prayer. What part has prayer played in opening
you to being aware of God in - your life? What part
has prayer played in helping you through a
transition point in your life?

Visit our website www. portlaciseparish.ie

1'!'!- i We welcome into our Parish Community

Mollie Dee Parkinson, Old Dublin Road
Ruby Anne Gray, Holdbrook Way,
Eimear Rose Kearney, Rinuccini
Who were baptised recenthy/




THIS
' cHRISTMAS

e ltns Ent to h! —_—

Shopping done in minutes,
cupboards filled for days
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SuperValu

Mulhall’s Portlaoise

Hand picked and home deliverad
Superialu.e

= (1 Click & Collect
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Hand-picked at Mulhall’s SuperValu and delivered straight to your door!

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.
Phone: 057 8621044

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
I

» Camprehensive Hearing Assecsment

« Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicianz Moulds, etc.
* Heoring Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. pestal service)
» Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 B692289 Mobile: 0B85 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*=STRIT SAFETY MEASLARES IM PLACE, IM LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

ROOFING

THE HEIGHT OF QUALITY

~ 4

ALK TOUS
8,089 4892441 :
Find us on Facebook

Relial
Fully Insured

| %grk Guaranteed

Gutter Cleaning & Roof Inspection ONLY €60

[ jwroofing?7@gmail.com
=E www.jwroofing.ie




mo Taylor & Conroy
SCLICMN Orthotics and Insoles

ORTHOTICS

FITNESS YOUR WAY

Membership from as little as €30 per month

For symptoms of;
High Arches, Flat Feet, Bunions,
Heel Spur, Shin Splints...

We may have the solution with
Prescription Orthotics

KELLIE TAYLOR B5C [Hons) Ost. M.OLC.). and DARREN COMROY BSC (Hons) Ost. MLOUCL

086-8675060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

B tcosteopaths@gmail.com www.tcosteopaths.ie

MEMBER OF

Irish Society of
Chartered
Physiotherapists

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

Services Offered.

- NEED HOME HEATING OIL? phydictierapy
- NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? Rehabilitation

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 Post Surgery
Sports Injuries

Wiork Related Injuries

Adolescent Injuries

BRIAN GLYNN

PHYSIOTHERAPY
We are Suppliers of Lacis GAA LOETE Centre of Excallence, Portlacise
f /| F |u| JII 5 J I| r -

BOOK VIA

+ Carpets * Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds
i Y G : i sk T: OBSA7EIBE6
+ \Mattresses = Beds *= Bedroom Furniture = Pillows web: www brianglynnphiysiot herapy.corm

WATER SOFTENERS

Iron Filters, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Industrial YWater Trestment Svslems

Sales & Service

Local authaerity Gramts available to bring individual private well supplies up
to E.1L. Standards providing dwelling is at least 7 vears old.
(Nar available fo people on mains water supplies)

AQUA TREATMENT

Dromadoon, Moeuntrath Rd., Portlasise | www agnatreatment.ie

Tel: 057-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318




12 Week Part-Time Courses
Starting 17th January

Happy New Year from Abbeyleix Further

Education and Training Lentre (G
Why not start 2022 on a positive note by learning new skills in a supportive et @ ?. . s
and friendly environment? ey
Free courses on offer include:

Pt |
Business Modules Healthcare Modules Computers and I.T. Modules
atQQl level 5or 6 at QQl level 5 at QQl level 3 and 4

* Leam at your own pace * Experienced Tutors - Ragister online today

* Under 18.5hrs p/w * No Fees

Call: 057 8731127 Email: abbeyleixfet@loetb.ie www.abbeyleixfetc.ie

Cé-mhacinithe ag an
S L ) L A {74 | Rialtas na hEireann Aontas Eorpach
‘ i
- ¥ Government of Treland Co-furided by the
' ! Eurnpean Union

KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB

EDAR BAR

Enjoy our delicious homemade Chicken Korma

or 8oz Beef Burger and a draught pint of your choice

in the Cedar Bar. Available seven nights a week,

057 863 1200 | SALES@THEKILLESHIN.COM | WWW.THEKILLESHIN.COM




& Sales Accessories Repairs

- Techmarket =,

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaocise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessori’es in stock

.'- ”
techmarketie [@) @techmarketirl ﬁl.‘-['.ESSI]HIES REPAIRS

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

Support Worker required to assist a young woman
to live an Independent Life

Part time position, 10-15 hours per week.
Timahoe Area, Co. Laois.

Role: To support a young woman with an intellectual disability
both in her home and in the community,
» Social Care or Health Care background required,
= Knowledge and experience of working with people with
intellectual disabilities.

Competitive rates of pay depending on experience.
For full job description or to apply please e-mail your CV to
mary@ theatnetwork.com
Closing date 23™ January 2022

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

DUNAMASE ANTIQUES
Antigue Furniture, Lamps, China Tea Sets. Slil1]11]i‘[‘lg W{jl"l(i

Kitchen Copper and Brass ware, Mirrors. = _
Pub Memorabilia, "Man Caves World". . taste

Pictures; Michael Collins, Guinness, Whiskies, e Y [he
Lacis/Leix All Ireland Winner 1915. ;

Waterford Crystal and others,
Mason’s Mandlay China.

The Antiques Corner Portlaoise

.!'ﬂ“’_,_ q
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The Killeshin Hotel

Main Street Portlamse 085- ?EE?ZDE 'F
Open Monday - Saturday 10:30am-5pm

All major credit cards accepted, Delivery all over Ireland, UK, Europe atc.

AEVERTS www.dunamaseantiques.com [REe i

Tuesday Mornings;
9am and 10:30am

Saturday Mornings;
8am, 9:30am and 11am

F -
F

SOSAD Ireland
Due to COVID our office is closed for face to
face appointments. All appointments will be
offered over the phone or online for now
and people can reach out to us by phone
0830291706 or email
laoisoffice@sosadireland.ie

Contact Ingrid 086 8040285

INew \,".l'.!.'.'

Slimmin
Slimmingwaorld.ie - &E@g/« {j




(“ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

gV' GET YOURSELF NOTICED

- Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 %, 045 433569
mochuaprint.ie 0006

. A New Year’s Blessing V
) W Gf)ff make your year a happy one. 7 <l

. Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, /};\
Bul by strengthening you Lo bear i, as it comes;
Not by making your path casy,

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; (
Not by taking hardships from you, g
But by taking fear from your heart; )
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, !

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
- But by showing you when people and their causes need you most, 4
+and b% making you anxious to be there Lo help.

{ Gacﬁ ve. pedce. ﬁoy& and d;og lo you ﬁi- the year ahead.
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PAINTING &

DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience
089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

ROOM REQUIRED

Female employee of Portlaoise
hospital is looking for a place
to rent within walking distance
from the hospital, preferably
as a companion to an elderly

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment,
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

RAMPS & RAILS
Concrete ramps with
steel handrails installed
to provide safe access
for everyone.

All welding services available.
For more info. call David;

lady. Contact;

086-0609897
_‘

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-2675106
PODIATRIST ERAWAN ) W |
MAY COLLINS THAI MASSAGE e ilemiol L i

Bsc (Hons) Podiatty MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.

Pepper's Court

1 am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in

ol Portlacise spoken French.
s Open Mondav-Saturda I have lived in France for one year,
086-3785327 P 11 f? Y Master's in French literature from
By Appointment only. Aili=F Il Leiden University.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved 083-0988602 087-2841468
Hugh Thompson
B RAID HE AT LAOIS COUNSELLING HANDYMAN
SERVICES SERVICES  AVAILABLE
ERCHl Py nﬂﬂiﬁ 8 ::"c?}'.b;ﬂf;fdg PerESSlonEfl, Su‘ppr.: rtive, to do tiling,
Oil Cookers & Gas Boilars Confidential, timber floors,
Plus Pawer Flushing of Heatin skam i L.
Remaving all the old sludge and water that has built up NDH'JUdgemEﬂtE| service. pamtlng etc.

i your radiators and bailers over the years with dean
water and Inhibitors ta reduce fual hills and save money.

Ballyfin, Portlaocise. Call:

Enquires to;

All jobs considered.

086-3758503 087-3903995 Phone Jim 087-6885017
COLLIE SHEEP DOG PUPS ACTIVE BUILDING CARER REOUIRED
FOR SALE SERVICES Experienced, kind carer

3 female and 1 male,
parents can be seen working
with cattle or sheep, parents

very kind with children and
good house dogs. Contact;

086-8073192

Extensions, renovations and
alterations. Domestic Plumbing,
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise and
surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

required for 91 year old
lady in Mountmellick.
5 mornings each week,
8am to 1pm. Contact;

086-2331499

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Thursday 13™ January in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome.

MATHS SUPPORT FOR CHILDREN
!N ETH E E'I’H E! !ES = I i!i! ﬂ[ﬁi
Support is offered through an external

classroom setting in Portlacise Parish
Centre in & weeks blocks {mirroring general
schaol terms), covering specific criteria
from the 5% and 6™ Class Curriculum.
Cost: & ¥ 1 hour sesslons €100.
Start Date; Wednesday 12 January
from 4pm-Spm. For further info. e-mail
mathsmastersprimary@gmail.com or
Faceboolk; Maths Masters Primary Tuition.

] ™7
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Jack and Jill Charity Shop are currently looking for volunteers. If you
would like to donate your time please pop in and speak with Julie.

New Year Wishes from Laois Guide Dogs: Thank you all for your
support throughout 2021, vour generosity has helped many families in
Laois, one of which has recently qualified for acceptance on the
Assistant Dog Programme for Autism in 2022 which will be life changing
for this family. Wishing you all a very happy, safe and peaceful new
year and thank you once again for your continued support.

Chime: The National Charity for Deafness and Hearing Loss, our local supports outreach service is located
at Citizen Information Centre Portlacise, This is a free and confidential support service on all aspects of
deafness and hearing loss. We provide information and resources, minor hearing aid repairs, hearing aid
batteries for sale at €2 per card. Due To recent Covid restrictions, please call 057-9351606/086-1436476
to book an appointment for the last Tuesday of every month.

Volunteers Required: Laois SPCA are currently looking for volunteers to work in our Charity Shop in
Hynds Square. If you have a day or even a few hours a week to spare, we would be delighted to have
your help. If you are interested please complete our online volunteer form on www.lspca.ie or call into our
shop or phone 087-6883333.

Primary School Grinds in Tutor's home; Primary school teacher with over 15 years experience
specialising in Reading and Maths skills, available for grinds, €40 per hour. Contact; 087-6139781.

: : o Scoil an Fhraoich Mhoir
Scoil an Fhraoich Mhéir --";@J ~ The Heath, Portlaoise, Co.Laois
!

together we learn Junior Infant Enrolment 2022-2023 school year

The school is accepting applications for junior infant
enrolment for the school year 2022-2023 from Friday 14" January to Friday 4" February.
Application forms are available from the school website www.heathns.ie or from the school
office. Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is Friday 4™ February.

For any further information you may require please contact the school Principal
Mr. David O'Brien on 057-8646658 or e-mail: office@theheathns.com

SEANCHUA

T
#

HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL
School Enrolment 2022/23 _ _ _ L -
We will begin accepting applications for admission
Enrolment forms will be available from 13th o 27th January 2022 i
ikt ?:JI' I:I'Il:l HDD:;:;I;IB:I lrl{!rI Junior lr:]lﬂm:'i_ e fﬂr new puplls fﬂr the SChﬂGI Tear 2D22-2D23:
Enrolment forms are available from: from 13"™ January 2022 onwards. You can find
Holy Family Junior School out more about our school by visiting our website;
. Aughnaharna, Summerhill, Portiagise. www.shanahoens.weebly.com, following us on
(057) 86 88224 or from our website: www.holyTamily)s.ie Facahoolk ‘Ehamahoe Matlonal Sehool” ant

Please return Enrolment forms to the office along with

a copy of your Child's Birth Certificate. Twitter ' ShanahoeNs'. Please contact the school at
gate for applications is 27th Janygyy 5 (057) 87 39715 or e-mail shanahoens@gmail.com
to receive an ‘Application for Admission Form’.

Chosing




Make Your Father Proud

When you were growing up your parents probably kept a photo
album of you as you were growing up. Parents would normally
take pictures the very first day you were born and probably
haven't stopped to this day. People don't use put pictures in
photo albums much anymore. I guess you might say that a
mobile phone is your new photo album. I guess we don't really
need a photo album, We always have our camera with us and
as soon as we take a photo, it is right there on our phone for all
to see. Almost everyone is on Facebook these days. When you
go to my Facebook page, it is full of the photos posted by your
Facebook friends of their children or grandchildren.

Do you know why people like to show pictures of their children? It is because they love them and
they are proud of them. They are proud of them on the day they are born and they are proud of
them when they learn to walk and talk. They are proud of them when they start to school, when
they play sports, or when they are in a play. In each and every stage of life, parents are proud of
their children.

Do you think God was proud of his Son, Jesus? I know he was! How do I know? The Bible tells me
so! The Bible says that when Jesus was baptised, there was a voice from heaven that said, "You
are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Why do you think God was proud of his Son? [ think it made God proud to watch him grow. The
Bible tells us that "Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favour with God and men.” (Luke 2:52)
It always makes a father proud to watch his children grow in maturity and become wiser. And, of
course, a father is always proud when his child is well-liked and respected by other people.
Another reason that God was proud of his Son is that Jesus always did what his Father told him to
do. Do you always do what your father tells you to do? 1 doubt if any of us could answer "yes" to
that question, but Jesus could. Jesus said "I have come down from heaven not to do my will but
to do the will of him who sent me." (John 6:38) That would make a Father proud, wouldn't it?
The Bible tells us that when we trust in Jesus as our Saviour, we become the children of God.
Wouldn't you like to be the kind of child that would cause God to look down from heaven and say,
"My child, I'm proud of you!"

OUR PRAYER
Dear Father, help us to be more like Jesus, so that we
will be the kind of child of which you can be proud.
In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.




The Baptism of Jesus

As Jesus was coming up out of the water,
he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit
descending on him [ike a dove.

And a voice came from heaven:

“You are my Son, whom I love;
with you I am well pleased.”
Mark 1:4-11

ACROSS

1. What was heard when Jesus DOWN

was baptised. 2.
5. The river where Jesus was
baptised 3.
7. The Spirit cam down from 4.
heaven like a :
8. To break one of God’s 5.
commandments.
6.

9. To turn away from sin.

FORGIVE JORDAN JOHN

To admit that you have done
wrong.

To pardon for sins.

The liquid used to baptise
someone.,

Name of the man who
baptised Jesus.

A sticky, sweet fluid made by
bees.

DOVE REPENT

CONFESS WATER SIN VOICE HONEY




Time to Think!

A new year is here!

This means new beginnings, new journeys
and new resolutions. The New Year is often
seen as an opportunity to improve ourselves
or what we have, but while this can be a
healthy practice, it is also beneficial to reflect
on the blessings that we already have.

On New Year's Eve, people around the world
watched their clocks strike midnight and
brought in the New Year with fireworks,
celebrations, and time with loved ones. It
seems like, at least for a little while, we were
all united in our gratitude for another year of
life. For many, a new year brings hope
because it represents a chance for a new
start. All of us need a new beginning, a fresh
start. The good news is that Jesus is with us
along the way and turning our eyes to Jesus
renews us every time. As we begin a new
year, we often desire change like weight loss
or having a better work/life balance. These
things are good, however, the change Jesus
brings, impacts this life and the life to come.

He can change us on the inside in such a
way, that everything becomes new. He
brings a new beginning to how we see God
and ourselves., He brings a new beginning to
our purpose. He may not change our
problems, but he can help us overcome our
troubles. He may not change the way you
look, but he will make you confident in the
skin you are in. He may not bring back the
person you lost, but he will comfort you so
you can comfort others. He is the Light and
he knows how to chase away the darkness.
We have a new beginning in Jesus. We do
not have to wait another year to get our
fresh start. Our Jesus knows how to make
everything new.

This New Year, let us open our hearts and
ears and receive what God has already given
us. Let us experience His grace and love and
deep peace. Happy New Year.

New Vear's Prayer

As we begin a new year, let us give thanks
for all we hold dear: our health, our family
and our friends.

Let us release our grudges, our anger and
our pains, for these are nothing but binding
chains.

Let us live each day in the most loving ways,
the God-conscious way.

Let us serve all who are in need, regardless
of race, colour or creed.

Let us keep God of our own understanding in
our hearts and to chant God's name each
day.

Let us lead the world from darkness to light,
from falsehood to truth and from wrong to
right.

Let us remember that we are all one,
embracing all, discriminating against none.

May your year be filled with peace,
prosperity and love,

May God's blessings shower upon you and
bestow upon each of you a bright, healthy
and peaceful new year.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 21,200 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles



ANTHONY O’ SHAUGHNESSY - Clerical Student

Hello everyone. My name is Anthony O’Shaughnessy and I am
a seminarian currently studying for the Priesthood here in the
Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin. | hail from a little place called
Mullaghcreelan; on the Athy road from Castledermot. At the
moment, | am only in my first year of seminary formation (I"ve
just put the L plate up). | am studying in Spain in a city called
Valladolid at 5t. Alban’s Royal English College. It would seem
that Bishop Denis has seen fit to place me here in the Parish of
Portlaoise, and | am looking forward to working alongside
Msgr. John Byrne, Fr. David, Fr. Ciprian, Fr Theodore
and Deacon Eugene and the rest of the Parish team. More
importantly and most of all, I look forward to learning from
each one of you, the people of the Parish and meeting as many
of you as possible during my brief stay here before | return to
Spain at the end of the month.

So a little bit about myself; I don’t actually come from the
_ Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin, but from the Dublin Diocese. .

I know, I"m just a l:-Euw in! Though, this is where it gets tricky. I do in fact live in County Kildare. I come from lhq.
small rural Parish of Castledermot/Kilkea/Levistown - as I'm sure many of you may know of. It just so happens to
be that my home Parish is situated within the Dublin Diocese. . .so | proudly stand by that! Not that it"'s anything to
boast of. My brother in fact is a Priest in the Dublin Diocese, currently serving as ::urat:: in Tallaght, Sprinnﬁc[d
Jobstown area — though | believe Bishop Denis refers to him as “the one who got away;” so it would seem vou're
going to have to settle with me. I attended Primary school in St. Colmeille Moone National School. | received my
Secondary education in 5t. Mary’s Knockbeg College Carlow (from where | got my first taste of Kildare and
Leighlin), Whilst in Knockbeg, from which I have many fond memories, 1 participated in the Pope John Paul 11
Award (as I’'m sure many of you may be quite familiar with) in Transition Year. From there 1 became heavily
involved with the Parish of Graiguecullen/ Killeshin where [ completed the Gold and Papal Cross Award under
the tutorage of Cathriona Kelly and Fr. John Dunphy where I have made lifelong friendships. From there, I took
an active role in my own local Parish back home for a number of years as a reader and an extraordinary minister
of the Eucharist, eventually serving as Chairman of the Pastoral Council... that was fun! | often wonder if | may
have been the youngest person to ever serve as Chairman of a Pastoral Council: from such a role, I can only
conclude that God must definitely have a sense of humour!

After completing the Pope John Paul Award and my Leaving Certificate, I then took to an Undergraduate degree
in Theology and Arts in St. Patrick’s College Maynooth for three years, where | have just completed a two year
degree in Master’s of Theology eventually making the decision to enter Seminary in September of last year where
I currently find myself in formation.

Many of my interests include and certainly not limited to reading, music (mainly Irish traditional and American
country), I have my mother to thank for indoctrinating my brothers and I in the likes of the great Man in Black,
Johnny Cash, Elvis, Roy Orbison, Simon and Garfunkel, to name just a few. Other activities include hiking,
walking and not least of all, the odd trip or two to the cinema to catch the latest blockbuster movie.

Indeed, I have my time in Knockbeg to thank for planting the seeds of my vocation in discernment of the priesthood.
[ thank especially Mrs. Annmarie Buckley who encouraged me in spending time before the Blessed Sacrament
every week in the college chapel while praying the Rosary. Those years before the Eucharistic Lord were invaluable
in leading and guiding me on whatever path the Lord has in store for me which has consequently landed me here
in Portlaoise. | sometimes cannot help but feel that is it by divine providence that sent me here as Portlaoise hospital
was the place 1 was born... who knows. In any case, | am delighted to be here as | begin to take the first steps
towards my journey with the Lord in service and learning with His people. | look forward to seeing you all during
my time here in Portlaoise.

Thank vou and may God bless you all.



OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(11
LA

(11 (1]
¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥yY¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ |

(1]

Rov. Fr. Patrick O Reilly

Portlaoise/Dublin/Meath

(1]

(11

Zdzislaw Gronowski

Bianconi Way, Portlaoise

(1]

Ror:y Culliton

Glenlahan, Portlaoise

Yohn-Joe Ctmrqy

Carrick Hill, Portlacise

Sean Cain

- Glenbarrow, Ballyfin Road

: Portlaoise

29 &W@HE

St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise

(1]

Michael ﬂmg

Cashel, Ballyroan

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to

T

In Loving Memory of
MOLLIE FENNELLY

Late of 30 8t Brigid's Place, Portlavise.
Died 30" December 2001 R.LP.

Waonderful memories woven in gold,

This is the picture we tenderly hold,

Deep in our hearts, your memory is
kept,

To love, to cherish, to never forget.

Loved and remembered always by
Mary, Eugene, Sean and Ronan.

4‘ Rest in ' Reace CMollie
@ In Loving Memory of
MARY TYNAN

Rathevan, Portlavise.
2" Anniversary occurs 9" January 2022
There is no night without a
dawning,
No winter without a spring,
And beyond death’s dark
horizon, our hearts once
more will sing.
For those who leave us for a
- while, have only gone away,
Out of a restless careworn world, into a
brighter day.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Sunday gt January at 12.30pm.

Sadly missed and always remembered by her
husband LuRe and family.

Rest in Reace Mary

?

Late of Capoley, Portlavise. (Died 7" January 1981)

LILY BYRNE

Each time we [ook_at your picture
You seem to smile and say;
“Don't be sad, but courage take and love
each other for my sake”

Sadly missed by your son Martin,
daughter-in-law Jacgqueline, grandchildren
Lorraine, Michelle ol Sarah and fer
great-grandchildren Danny Joe of Maeve,

Cllay Lily Rest in Reave

L

In Loving Memory of ?
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In Loving Memory of
CATHERINE CARROLL

Borris-in-Ossary, Co. Laoix and New-Ross, Co. Wexford,

50™ Birthday occurs 14" January 2022.
A special person, never forgotten.

ik

Loved and remembered always by
her husband Damien, sons Jamie
and Jack and the Waters and
Carroll families.

Rest in Peaace Cutherine

. '

Ak

In Loving Memory of

PATRICK (Paudge) LARKIN
176 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
gt Anniversary occurred o January 2022

‘IJEJHI'FH'E.TEM(E Wwe miss

Your memory we treasure

Loving you always

Torgetting you never.

9" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Sunday 9" January at 12:30pm.

Sadly missed by your daughter Michelle,

and son P.J.

May Ratrick Rest in Reace

(11

In Loving Memory of
PATRICK (Pat) BOWLER

6 The Cottage, New Road, Portlavise.
34 Anniversary occurs g January 2022,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church

this Sunday 9™ January at 10am.

| thought of you today,
But that is nothing new,
| thought about you yesterday and
days before that too.

I think of you in silence, | often speak your name,
All | have are memories, and your picture in a frame,
Your memaory is a keepsake, from which I'll never part,
God has you in His arms, | have you in my heart.

' Missed by his wife Maureen, sons, daughters-in-law
and grandchildren.
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In Loving Memory of <5
AGNES CARROLL
ROONEY

43 Liogard, Portlaoise.
8™ Anniversary occurs at this time.
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My heart still aches in sadness,
My silent tears still flow,
For what it meant to lose you,
no one will ever know,

A silent thought, a secret tear,
Keeps your memory ever near,

Death leaves a heartache no one

can heal,
Love leaves a memory no one can steal,
Thouph absent you are very near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.
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In Loving Memory of

Sadly missed and always remembered by all her
JANE SHIELS

loving family.
Formerly Dr. Murphy’s Pluce, Portlaoise.

CMay Agnes Rast in Reace
22" Anniversary occurred 5 January 2022.

WL

WL

Though fer smile fias gone forever
and fer voice we cannot fear,
Her smile brought warmth (ke

sunshine from above,

L

WL

L

Not a minute goes by when we
are not thinking of her,
FEven though we are far part,

L

Her love fies in our hearts.

Loved and rementbered by vour sons, dauglhiters,
son-in-laow, grand-children and great grandchildren.

Rast in " Roave ~Jane
? ?
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In Loving Memory of
PADDY MILLS

Formerly St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
Birthday occurs 12 January.

WL

L

Daddy, we were always your angels,
MNow you are aurs,

i

]

Loved and remembered always by
Jean, Cathy, Marie, Patrick, and
Teresa, son-in-law lan,
daughter-in-law Anna and all your
grandchildren.
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%} In Loving Memory of

In Loving Memory of

MARTIN BRENNAN

54 Borris Liittle, Portlacise.
8" Anniversary occurs 14™ January 2022,

;-,& Rcmcm]::cr Martin with a smile todaﬂl

T'_"r_'rr' he would not want our tears,

Reﬁcct instaad on mamories of all his

happy years.
Sadly missed by your loving mother Neflie, brothers and sisters.

Ret in Reace CMartin

STEPHEN CONROY

34 Marian Avenne, Portlaoise.
8" Anniversary occurs 9" January 2022,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
on Sunday 9" January at 12:30pm.

Memories of you we will Rgep and treasure,
I'n our hearts they will [ive forever,
Sadly missed today and always by his
loving wife Pauline, sons, daughters, sons-in-law,
daughters-in-law, grandchildren eI great-grandchildren.

ClMay OBigphen Rest in Reace
In Loving Memory of

JOHN-JOE DWANE
2 Well Road (Maisonettes), New Road, Portlavise.

Anniversary occurred 26"™ December 2021.

We thought of you today,
but that is nothing new,
We thought about you
yvesterday and days before
that too.
We think of you in silence,
we often speak your
name,
All we have are memories
and your picture in a
frame.
Your memory is our keepsake, with which we
will never part,
God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our hearts.

Always loved and remembered by your
sons, daughters and granddaughter;
John, Gerald, Bridget, Olive and Rachel.

Reast in Reave ~Johm~Joe

e

?

In Loving Memory of our
Dear Mother

ANNIE BYRNE

Gone but not forgotten
Will those who think of her today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

We fondly remember also our Niece

Late of Mountrath Rd., Portlaoise.
Anniversary occurs at this time.

ANNA MARIE CHAPMAN

Fermanagh

| I Anniversary occurs at this time.

\ Fondly remembered by John, Raymond,
Oliver and Phyllis.

My They both find Fotornad Rest and Raace

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of
JOHN DOLLARD

31 St. John's Sq., Portlacise.
15"Annwersary occurs 16" January 2022.

On the occasion of the first anniversary
of John's sad passing, his family wish
to express their sincere gratitude to all
~ who sympathised with them, sent Mass
| cards, uploaded messages online,
attended John's funeral Mass either in
person or via the parish webcam.
A special thank you to both Fr. David
Vard who attended John in hospital and
to Msgr. John Byme for the beautiful funeral service and for
all his support to the family at such a difficult time, also to
Michelle and Agnes and the Parish Centre for all their help.
Thank you to Aishling Rohan for the beautiful music.
To the ambulance service, Dr. Khan, Melissa and all the
nursing and palliative care team at Portlacise hospital for
their care and kindness shown to John in his final days.
To Matthew Keegan for his professional service and to the
gravediggers for preparing John's final resting place.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our
teepest gratitude.

John's 1% Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts.
Peter & Paul's Parish Church on Saturday, 15" January
2022 at 6:30pm.

Everyday in some small way, memares of you come our way,

Though absent you are always near,
Silf missed, silf foved and always dear,

Sadly missed by your loving wite Bridie, daughters Violet and
Sandra, sons John and Gerard son-in-law, daughlers-in-law
and grandchildren.

Rast in Reave ohn
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% In Loving Memory of % @ InLoving Memoryof PV
PADDY “Patrick” McEVOY PADDY DUNNE

Capoley, Portlaoise. 13" Anniversary. 3 Colliers Lane, Portluoise. ::
PR, . 1" Anniversary occurred 5" Junuary 2022.

13t Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday 8% January at 6:30pm.

If | could go to Heaven an this my 35
saddest day, maybe for one
moment, my pain would go away. e
I'd put my arms around you and
-y - hug you one more time, tell you that =&
| love you Paddy and sit with you

Also remembering Paddy's sister Niamh,
whose birthday occurs at this time.

awhile. 5

ST But for now we must be parted, life

. without you is 5o hard, but you will s
{‘ never be forgotten and will live in
. - my heart forever. =t
In Lolwlng Memﬂfy Of ? A broken heart is a heart that's been loved.
JOHN Snr. DOHENY Loved and remembered by Terry, Aisyah and Sean.
3 Father O Connor Crescent, Mountrath, Laois. (RJ ast in ‘E&W ‘E}W

1" Anniversary occurs 13" January 2022,
@ InLoving Memoryof P
KATHLEEN DEEGAN

Chapel Street, Huff_] Feri.

J_-'ad?jl mr'.m.'d'ﬁy all fiis .‘b'mngfami{y am‘fﬁ‘wmﬁ'

May Raddy Rest in ' Reace

John's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St.
Fintan's Church, Mountrath on 15™ January at 7pm.

N Precious Memories of a devoted

”~

and much loved Husband. 25" Anniversary occurred 2" January 2022.
My first sad year is over now, and .
without you by my side. JIMMY & BERNIE DEEGAN ]

Many times I've needed you and
many times |'ve cried.
| lost my life's companion, the
day God called you home,
Night by night | think of you,
As | walk this life alone.

The huuse you left is lonely now, and | am lanely
too, those left behind are good and kind, but no one
replaces you.

My heart aches with sadness, and the silent tears
still flow, for what it meant to lose you, no ane will
ever know.

Whose Anniversaries occur at this time.

Sadly missed, never forgotten by your loving
wife Peg and family.

Rest in " Reace ~John

In Loving Memory of

BRIDIE DOODY
Ridge Road, Portlacise.
2" Anniversary occurs 15" January 2022.

Will those who think of Bridie
today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

ght
/hat they did and
x5 part of what we are foreve

Sadly missed by her nieces
and nephews.

Reast in Beave OBridie
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+ KEEGAN'S +¥+
?mg%gﬁ" o | FUNERAL DIRECTORS |

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
¢ We supply an extensive range of headstones and

plagques in granite, marble and limestone, any % -
design made to order.
+ We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
+ Sandblasting cleaning carried out.
+ Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
+ Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
+ We also supply and fit artificial grass.

087-2549195
) . David 087-2369887
+ We supply ceramic photos - single and double.
« All grave work carried out to a high standard

Please visit our new website wmv.pnnlaniiestu;e.ie H E N R&" R—LA&NI{I N

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Contact Matthew
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaocise.

{oppasite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

L)

L

Contact;
057-8620567 :
PAUL; 087-2562137
Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois. NIALL;
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930 086-2770035

Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN DEs & CARMEL MORAN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST FUNERAL DIRECTDRS
Lo 7 For the perfect ieibare card for your loved one Main St., Ballyroan, Co. Laois
r besparke memorial cards.

Create a collage of images illusirating "
the life of your loved one with our 24 hour service and personalised attention ©
expert Design Tean.
Al our Cards are individually designed
unigue keepsakes, with me hidden charges bt e 057-8731115 i
Jfor adiditional photos or images. g

WL}
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WL

¢ :. Carmel 087-6144280

3 Ol " o ’ : : :
U e A A () Des087-2794532
BO5T 86 34050 = —
www.mochuaprint.ie

(e2 moranundertakerslaois@gmail.com

i

Kelly’s Funeral Services

Ll

Since the 1940's the Kelly family have

WL

been providing Funeral Services in the

all you who labour & are overburdened sppeyien area,

Main s
Matthew 11:29 ) )
We offer a 24 hour personal and ! Street
professional funeral service. “ AbbE}l’lrEi'X -

L4

057-8 -,
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Portlaoise Parish

Results for
6" January 2022

One €16,000 Jackpot Winner
Congratulations to Teresa & Tommy Timmons.

Promoter: Tony Cahill

WINMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Elaine Moylan Ross Moylan
William Butler Online Lotto
Alva Fitzpatrick 26 Online Lotto
Helen Glennon Match Parish Centre
Daniel Rafter 3s Parish Centre
Glen Bradshaw €39 Muala Arrigan
Pat & Winifred Fitzpatrick Maura Buggy
Marie Bowe each Marie Bowe
Ritchie Whelan Lotto Gift
Mary & Pat Delaney Lotto Gift
James Houlihan Play PARISH James Houlihan
Harry O'Connor Bobby Haslam
John Joe Ging @@@@@ Anne Ging
Conor O'Brien Jnr ONLINE Lisa O'Brien
www.portlaciseparish.le
Mick Phelan Peter Ryan
Margaret O'Loughlin Peter Ryan
Chloe Langford Next Margaret Langford
Ann Ward Weeks Ann Ward
Eddi;e Stapleton Jackpot Paddy U'Cunn.ﬂr
Marie Dollard Maura Loughlin
Bobby McEvoy Elﬂ,ﬂﬂﬂ Maura Loughlin
Eileen Dollard Eileen Dollard
Kit Phelan Kathleen Rigney
Aidan & Linda Moore Breda Conroy
Vera Richardson Vera Richardson
Josie & Tommy Kirwan Heather Mortimer
Thank You

The Priests of the Parish are very grateful to all who subscribed to the
Christmas collection for their support.

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.
Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account:
IBAM: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:

IBAM: IE1ZAIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hmirs

n ame en on
Tel: ESr'? I!-I:'i-':ii"‘."FIBﬁvd;.-Ir

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can be
viewed on our website and Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

S A

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. lulie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
(5acristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600115)

li '.I Secretary: Julie Conroy

Monday to Thursday
lilamto 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup @portlaciseparish.ie
PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Christmas in our Parish




