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The first evening of our Triduum in association with the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes

which we celebrated on Friday 11th.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & LLilse U sE) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaociselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



The 'I'm All Right Jack' Mentality

"Woe to those who are rich.”
"Woe to those with plenty to
eat.” "Woe to those who
laugh.” “"Woe to those who
are honoured.” Does Jesus
mean that heaven is denied
us if we pick up a well earned
pay packet at the end of the
month, stock the freezer and put on a cheerful face?
Few of us consider ourselves really well off, but there
is a danger that when we are finally making ends
meet we can become seriously complacent. There is a
real danger that when we are sitting down to our
Spaghetti Bolognese and bottle of Italian red, that the
images of world disasters flashing across our TV
screens do not really touch us for more than fleeting
moments. We have struggled through a hard day at
work, paid the bills, fed the family and got the
children to bed. The last thing we want is breaking
news of famine or earthquakes to make us feel
uncomfortable.

"Blessed are those who are poor. Blessed are those
who are hungry. Blessed are those who weep.” Jesus
is always on the side of those who are poor and badly
done to, but is that a prescription for being poor and
hungry in a bid to win Jesus’ favour? lesus is clearly
not about keeping people in poverty, so what exactly
does he mean?

In God’'s kingdom our earthly values are turned upside
down. We count wealth, good health and success as
blessings, which of course they are, but they stop
being blessings and become hindrances instead when
we bury our heads in the sand and fail to see or do
anything about a world that suffers widespread
starvation and war. The blessings in our lives can only
bring true happiness once we are able to shed our
"I'm all right Jack” mentality and do something about

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL’S CHURCH
Monday - Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils Spm & 6.30pm ({Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA

Sunday: 10am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after Spm Mass,

the “"woes” in other people's lives.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Bonnie Mai Wright-Hayden, Dublin Road
lvy Kate Lynch, 5t. Brigid's Place
Erin Nowva Flanagan, 5t, Brigid's Place
Kevin Michael Maher, The Heath.

Who were baptised last weekend

VALENTINE’S DAY

Saint Valentine, a Catholic priest who lived in Rome in
the 3rd Century. He began to marry soldiers in secret
Christian ceremonies and this was the beginning of
his reputation for believing in the importance of love.
Valentine, was executed in Rome and buried there.
Much later, an Irish priest was granted permission to
exhume his remains, and now his body lies in
Whitefriar St. Church in Dublin, where there is shrine
to him.

SS Cyril, Monk, and
Methodius, Bishop,

Patrons of Europe.
St. Cyril, 826-69, and
S5t. Methodius, 815-85,
were brothers from
Thessalonica in Greece.
They preached the
Gospel in  Moravia using own
translation of the Scriptures and the liturgy

their

'in the local language. These translations
into Slavonic were in an alphabet, now

called Cyrillic, which they devised. They
are honoured as apostles of the Slavic
peoples and in 1980 Pope John Paul II

declared them Patrons of Europe.




MULHALL MEATS

= (STABLISHED jag

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Slﬂmn Steak

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.

Mulhall's SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-%pm, Sunday 8am-Tpm.
! ! ! !
Flione: 057 8621044

Mulhall's Burcher Counter is Open Every Sunday Pam - Spm

AUDIOLOGIST ©

HEARINGAID & € § _
Consultant L ]WROOF ING

THE HEIGHT OF QUALITY

Patnma Kilmartin
; -H.A.A.

» Camprehensive Hearing Assecsment

« Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG i QCIBQ 4892441 l
AIDS TO VALUE OF €£1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS Find us on Facebook ;

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicianz Moulds, etc.
* Heoring Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. pestal service)
» Ear Wax Removal Serviee

In Attendance o . e Fully fnsured
_ark Guarmmeﬁ

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com [ jwroofing?7@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie @ wwwjwroofing.ie

*=STRIT SAFETY MEASLARES IM PLACE, IM LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

Gutter Cleaning & Roof Inspection ONLY €60




Taylor & Conroy

SCBLM  Orthotics and Insoles

ORTHOTICS

FITNESS YOUR WAY

Membership from as little as €30 per month ,

For symptoms of;
High Arches, Flat Feet, Bunions,
Heel Spur, Shin Splints...

We may have the solution with
Prescription Orthotics

Dpen fram &30am- 10pm Monday-Fridey + Bam-Spm Saturday KELLIE TAYLOR B5C [Hons) Ost. M.OLC). and DARREN COMROY BSC (Hons) Ost. MLOUCL

Bam-T 30pemn Surdoys and Bank Holidays 086_8575060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

E tcosteopaths@gmail.com www.tcosteopaths.ie

limming World
-~ taste
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Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

 NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Laois Satellite'?

12 Davin Park, Mountmellick, Co. Laois.
085-8397612

AR

The Killeshin Hotel

Tuesday Mornings;
9am and 10:30am

Midlands area
22 years experience
Free Quotations

SAORVIEW

FREE TO AlR REETO
Aerials also NO MORE AIR FROM
supplied and BILLS T.V. €140

Installations and
Service repairs

Call Eamonn 085-8397612

Saturday Mornings;
8am, 9:30am and 11lam

Contact Ingrid 086 8040285

fittad digital®!!

ANewYear o
| o Slimmingworld.ie S.:é;laz_{]?_?m “ry




‘s MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGH

GET YOURSELF NOTICED

- Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 %, 045 433569
mochuaprint.ie 0006

' : _ & . Online
C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION - o Wnrkshup

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519 o Emall;
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? -

A Sales Accessories Repairs

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock
techmarket.ie [@] @techmarketirl




DUNAMASE ANTIQUES

Antigue Furniture, Lamps, China Tea Sets.
Kitchen Copper and Brass ware, Mirrors.
Pub Memorabilia, "Man Caves World”,

Pictures; Michael Collins, Guinness, Whiskies,
Laois/Leix All Ireland Winner 1915.

Waterford Crystal and others.
Mason's Mandlay China.

The Antiques Corner Portlaoise

Amy Egan Holistic

Hipwell House, Portlaocise

=)
- Massage m

- Reflexology ¥
- Indian Head Massage
- Fertility Treatments

- Holistic Facial and lots more ... . 2 ""’“' : IR 2\

1.- |-nr- k -!' ] ‘ ; '

wit e PSS . -
Contact: (087 966 2086 Main Street, Purtlamse DBE-?EE?ZDB 'F
Website: www.amyeganholistic.com Open Monday - Saturday 10:30am-5pm

Eacebook: ww l.-"l.-".j‘fIC-E'bGt'J k. n:r:rm_;’am yega nholistic All major credit cards accepted. Dalivery al-l over Ireland, UK, Europe etc,
LR www.dunamaseantiques.com [BE

WATER SOFTENERS

Irom Filters, Ultra Vielet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Indusirial Water Treatment Systems

Sales & Service

Local sutherity Grants available to bring individusl private well supplivs up
to E.10. Standards providing dwelling s at least 7 vears old.
{Not available to peaple on mains water supplies)

AQUA TREATMENT

Dromadoon, Mountrath Rd., Portlanise | www,agquatreatment.ie

Tel: D57-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318
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volunteers? : 3 i :
Contact us: I W@L LEA{[I’) __;3
worswn - A PROGRAMME!

) COMMUNITY WALK LEADER LEVEL 1 TRAINING:
.. ® For Those Wishing To Lead A Walking Group Or

e® @| Promote Walking In Their Community Or Workplace.
L] l'

Laois
'J Volunteer Centre

bomod PO b Dheonaoh Laois
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b A | Classes

Mina & Body E w --

WHEN?
Tuesday,
February 15t
11AM-1PM

WHERE?
Portlaoise
Parish Centre

HOW MUCH?
FREE!

To Register Please Contact Eimear Bryant
At 086 011 1722 Or ebryant@laoissports.ie

C;/*}} T Irish Heart @5) SPORT IRELAND
; SSIET ki LagasE Foundation =/
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PARISH PILGRIMAGE 2022

SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR FR DAVID VARD
30 JUNE 2022 | 7 NIGHTS

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDING
Mass in the Capelinha - Fully escorted pilgrimoge
Rosary and Candlelit Procession - Accompanied by Fr Paddy Byrme ond

Stations of the Cross Fr Pat Hennessy R
Homes of the three visinaries | ~Relum s from Dubi o Lishon

TR -7 nights ot Hotel Avenida
RARERANL -Breakfast, lunch ond dinner each day
FOR DETAILS Mrll] BOOKINGS | -Airport faxes

MAURA - 20kg checkin bag per person

TEL: EI=E?1E]EI!E-!':3 or ﬂﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁlﬁﬂ}

S e SRR

€385pps [ % | EH

11%- 15" July 2022
S : SR B
e Accompanied by’

Qp;ntua} D;recttgr

L
o u? LR
J FI:.ID.‘TH ElL nEr.-ml. rnmurr L
I Hean « 086 363 3785 |, Frances - D45 814 2666 '
Single roam supplement £120 i L ar Marian Pilgrinages

I .lr { I[HI[[[

WWW. MARIAN.IE = @ jsesabhaursie | |r‘|;|5£||:|::\.\:||ﬁl ursin | 00 241 0800 | 49 0rCamell Street Upper, Bublin | BOIPWEI
19 Eden Quay, Dioblin 1 - IEII'F BT BI 59 - NI (028} 95680005 - Twars are agercied bs Pebs :Lnlndl, v bz Weksh Taurs \hu.wo::l'ldct':|1:|Iuruim-}*mnunlnhmmh;uh:r :__-
Iu----h--l--nurr-h-rl::kl e Bt K r 11 UK & Earepem rrpwiess (IO 431 TREE3 & TNIRE ndwrplnron with i Purkags Tiensl ore Linksed Tiossl devongeen Racioge Begdains 2014

-_ﬂ e ¥ I' ?r
wimaa  (§) MARIAN PILGRIMAGES — - |

8-15 JUNE 2022 | 7 NIGHTS

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDING

5t Jomes Church -Fully escorted pilgrimage
Way of the Cross - Led by Spiritual Director Fr David Vard
Meefing with the visionaries - Retum flights from Dublin to Mostar

Climb the hill of Apparifions -7 nighs n Hote Leone
- Airport transfers

Walk 1o the Blue Cross ookt and dhdisi

FUR DETM[S AND BOOKINGS = - 20kg checkin bag per person
" = Novena Prayer to St. Fintan; Feast Day 17" February
O Holy St. Fintan, Patron Saint of our Parish, we tum to you this
8 day recalling all the sacrifices you willingly made for the furthering
¢ of God's Kingdom here on earth. Teach us blessed Fintan to walk
. in your ways, the way of Christ our King. Guide us through this
earthly toil teaching us to cling ever lovingly to the cross of Christ,
"‘ Inflame in our hearts the desire to offer our sufferings for souls and
@ 1o doso with great joy. O Saint Fintan we ask you especially now
from your Heavenly glory to intercede for us and grant us this
special reguest (say your request), if it be pleasing to you
and to the Holy Will of God. Aman.
o s B . Ch 9 Day Novena will conclude with Mass at St. Fintan's Well at
@ mm:h‘wﬁ i | n[l:-ﬁﬁmm-ii‘umle | 01 241 0300 | 83 0'Comnefl Sreet Upper, Dubiin | D1FWI| f‘ : 4pm on Thursday 17t February.

Towws ore opurnlod iy Perivn Limbied /0 foe Waldh Tears who ns beeded ned licormer iy thie Commmvidan Fer dviothon Kegalriicn T
TOETE & TADEH in morepiiancs with the Pocdkege Trovel and Licked frove? Snsangereant Package Bapdsiae 10 ==




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 10 years experience
089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FUEL FOR SALE
3 large net bags Logs €10
5 bags of Kindling €10
Orders over €50 receive
two bags of kindling free
Free delivery to suit. Tel.
Fintan 087-7645855

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

085-1141395

Si /Musici /
Storytellers Wanted

In rear lounge at De Brun's, Humes,
Main 5t. Portlacise. R32Y585

1* & 3™ Monday of each month

commencing Mon. 14™ February
at 8pm. Refreshments served.
For more info. contact Frank;

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS

ERAWAN
THAI MASSAGE

RAMPS & RAILS

Concrete ramps to avoid

087-7934700

MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boillers,
Qil Cookers B Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems

Remaving all the old sludge and water that has built up
In your rediators and bollars aver the years with clean
water and [nhibitars to reduce fuel bills and save money

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call;

086-3758503

Childminder required for two
children (aged 3 and 5) in the
children’s home in Portlaoise.
Hours are 7.45am-9.15am and
11.45am-5pm. Monday-Friday.
Must have own transport.
Good hourly rate. Contact;
Sinead 086-0203821

Brush & Vac. No mess - Pepper's Court ‘;"'—] , ”Stilng Sups; tenl f
totally clean job. Bird Portlacise Bl e AR
. access for everyone. Designing
guards and cowils fitted. Open 7 Days I —
Contact Martin; 1lam-/pm For more info. call David
087-9616098 083-0988602 087-2675106
Hugh Thompson CHILDMINDER VACANCY TO RENT

One bedroom apartment or two
can share, available from February,
very quiet private location within
walking distance of the town, close
ta schools, shops, hospital, next to
the N7, Non smokers please, might
suit two professionals. For info. call

085-1649684 anptime

FRENCH GRINDS

Available for secondary school
students - €30 per hour.

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in
spoken French.

I have lived in France for one year.
Master’s in French literature from
Leiden University.

087-2841468

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

=+ STRAD TRAD
¢+¥  Next Open Trad Night
Friday 4" March at 9pm
In Dunne’s Lounge,
Stradbally.
Musicians and Singers
welcome. Enquiries to;

086-8451138

HANDYMAN
_ AVAILABLE

to do tiling,
timber floors,
painting etc.
All jobs considered.

Phone Jim 087-6885017

PORTLAOISE PARISH

LOURDES INVALID
CHURCH GATE COLLECTION

19" /20" February

<G Yo,

—= FOE YOUR =—

SUPPWRT

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Sunday 13" February in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome.




FOR SALE Vintage Clothing Sale;
2 x 2 Brown seater | Sat:/Sun. 267/27" Feb.
sofas, one is a recliner. SNE Stradhly
1liam-4pm

2 seater €150
Recliner €250
Tel. 086-8669573

Beautiful vintage pieces at
knockdown prices and
genuine leather jackets.

GREAT NEWS

Join with us to pray the
Rosary via the
Parish webcam dafly at
9:30am, 7pm and 9:30pm.

Rosary will be prayed at the
Grotto after evening Mass on
the First Friday of every month.

MOUNTMELLICK
DRAMA FESTIVAL

back

APRIL 13TH - 20TH

SALETO

TICKETS ON
£ PUBLIC

& WERE:
HIRING:
CLEANING STAFF (2)
Twao part time Cleaning Staff

required for CBS and Scoil Chriost

Ri School Complex, Borris Road,

Portlaoise, Previous experience with

cleaning equipment, such as floor

buffers and cleaning chemicals
preferred. Garda Vetting required.

CARETAKING STAFF (2)
COne full-time and one part-time
Caretakers required to join the
Caretaking Staff at CBS and Scoil
Chriost Ri School Complex,
Borris Road, Portlaoise.
Previous experience in light building
maintenance required and
knowledge of plumbing and heating
systems preferred.
Garda vetting will be required.

Walk-in Informal Interviews
February 21%-25™
g9am-4pm daily

For further info. re all positions
above, call or text John;

087-3996509

UNDER THE AUSFICES OF THE AMATEUR DRAMA COUNCIL OF IRELAND

4-11 MARCH 2022

Community Arts Centre Mountmellick
Commencing Nightly at 8pm sharp

Friday & March

The Ray Leonard Players

THE BEAUTY QUEEN

OF LEENANE

by Martin Me Dormagh
Saturdayg 5 March

Skibbereen Theatre Society

BRIGHTON
by Jim Nelan

Sunday 6 March

Palace Players
CHAPATTI
by Christion O Reilly

Monday 7" March
Mullingar Theatre Lab

by Dale Wosserman

,&'Lmts LCD l'f

COMPANY

Tuesday 8" March

Ballydull Drama Group
RABBIT HOLE
by Dawid Lindsay-dboire

Wednesday 9" March
Kilrush Drama Group

LITTLE GEM

{atrictly over 18's)
by Elaing Murphy

Thursdayg 10 March

Dalkey Players
EURYDICE
by Sarah Ruhbi

Friday 11" March

Prosperous Dramatic Soclety
GOD OF CARNAGE
by Yasming Rera

MOUNTMELLICK
CREDIT UNION

Adjudicator:
Mr. David Scott

I}nJl.ne Eln-nlnung
1o bl b lodrama fest ivalls

For Bookling mnd
I.:hl'l.l irkes contact-
Jossie
Moreen

Find us on 3 [©)

Ploneer

TUFTAL "L-i'l L“-l‘ﬂ. E
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The Picneer magazine is being
replaced with a newsletter, which
will be posted directly to the reader.

At least 5 editions will be printed
this year. If you would like to
receive the newsletter, which is
available to Pioneers/non-Pioneers
please contact 085-1354959.
Annual remittance is €20.

There is a monthly Pioneer Hour on
Radio Maria which is broadcast on
the First Fridays on Digital Radio,

Saorview Channel 210 or online
at 8pm.

Also, the Sunday Service on RTE 1
on Sunday 20 February 2022 will
have a Pioneer input as it is
Temperance Sunday.




Happiness is.....

Have you ever heard of a man named Charles M. Schultz? He wrote
a comic books called Peanuts which has been out since 1950. Wow!
That is before any of you were even born! The main characters in
the comic are Charlie Brown, Lucy, Linus, Schroeder and a dog
named Snoopy.

Charles Schultz has also written a lot of books. One of my favourite books by Schultz
is "Happiness Is A Warm Blanket." The book is mostly about a little boy named
Linus who carries his cuddly blue blanket with him wherever he goes. Linus
carries that blanket to make him feel secure. According to Schultz, "Everyone
has things that make them feel secure." You know what? When we feel secure,
we are also happy!

Jesus had something to say about being happy. In the Gospel today is one of
those times. Jesus is surrounded by a huge crowd of people. Have you ever
noticed that wherever Jesus went, he drew large crowds of people? Why do you
suppose that was? Maybe it was because many of them were sick, crippled, or injured and wanted
Jesus to heal them. Perhaps some of them had a troubled mind and they had heard that Jesus
was able to cast out demons and evil spirits just by just speaking a word. In other words, many
people came to Jesus because they had heard what he could do for them, and that is exactly what
happens in today's Gospel. The Bible says that people crowded around Jesus and tried to touch
him because power was coming from him and healed them all. Do you
think that made the people happy? It sure did! Jesus then turned to his
disciples and said:

"God blesses you who are poor, for the Kingdom of God is yours.
God blesses you who are hungry now, for you will be satisfied.
God blesses you who weep now, for in due time you will laugh.
Blessed are you when people hate you, when they exclude you

and insult you
and reject your name as evil, because of the Son of Man.
When that happens, be happy! Yes, leap for joy!
For a great reward awaits you in heaven.
And remember, their ancestors treated the ancient prophets that same way."”

Motice that Jesus didn't say, "Happy are they who have a lot of money" or "Happy are they who
have plenty to eat and dine in fancy restaurants." He didn't even say, "Happiness is a warm
blanket." What he did say was, "When you follow me, happiness will come. Leap for joy! A great
reward awaits you in heaven."”




Our Prayer

Dear Father, help us to remember that we
can never find happiness by seeking the
things this world has to offer. True
happiness can only be ours by following

= Jesus. Amen,

Happiness is....

“Blessed are you who are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God”.
The words in this puzzie are taken from Luke 6:20-23

1 2
3
il
|5 6
HORIZONTAL VERTICAL
1. Something given or received in return 1. Having a great amount of money

for good behaviour.

] 2. To shed tears
5. The sound which expresses happiness or delight

happiness or delight
p!} : 9 3. The home of God, the angels, and
6. Having very little money or few those who have been saved
Possessions . ,
4. A feeling of great happiness
7. To have a desire or need for food

JOY RICH HEAVEN LAUGH
HUNGRY POOR REWARD WEEP

f ) ~— ) Confirmation Dates e
Dates £or Jour d"al"f PORTLAOISE . “
6

Friday 4th & Saturday 5th ﬂ V=t
March E\(2)

SHANAHOE AND RAHEEN
Sunday 3rd April

! Confirmation

ABBEYLEIX AND BALLYROAN
Saturday 2nd April




Time to Think!

s SCOoWing Down ...

Most of us live rushed lives, dashing from ane
thing to another. One consequence is that we
live on the surface of life, skimming over it. We
may pass through it without ever knowing
ourselves, or acquiring the disposition to think
matters through, and, as a result, living, so to
speak, on second-hand ideas and experiences.

The quality of human relations is the measure of
the value of a society. How do people relate to
each other? How do they treat each other?
These are basic questions for any society. What
is more basic is how we relate to ourselves, how
we ftreat ourselves. Jesus said, ‘Love wour
neighbour as you love yourself’, that last part
'as you love yourself’ is the bit we dont take
much notice of. A healthy self-love is something
we don't understand very well. It's not selfish,
just as a healthy self-respect is not arrogance.
It's related to something else - self-knowledge.

Do we know ourselves? How can we love
ourselves if we don't first know ourselves? And
all our noise and haste doesnt help us to do
that, far from it, indeed. It is a huge challenge
in our present culture simply to sit alone in
silence for ten minutes. We spend much of our
life and energy running away from ourselves,
and we are strangers to ourselves. It doesn't
have to be like that. If we give time to
ourselves, enter into our own heart, in whatever
way we find best, we can begin a venture into
the interior that is more exciting and challenging
than any round-the-world trip. You sometimes
hear of people travelling abroad in order “to find
themselves”. They are more likely to find
themselves in the silence of their heart than in
any amount of travel or activity. This is a
challenge, and a necessity, for all human
beings, whether they see themselves as
religious or not. We share a common world, and
it is endangered. One humanity in one home.

Jesus said, 'Come apart into a desert place and
rest for a while'. The desert is without props,
masks, or hiding place; no electricity there, and
mobile phones are out of range. The desert
symbolises a bare nakedness where we are face
-to-face with the self. It seems like running from
reality, when in fact it is running from the
unreality of superficial living in order to face the
reality of our inner self,

S T

There is nothing more real than our inner self,
and it is always with us. Maybe it's time for us
to make the acquaintance of that stranger in our
life — our self, and then mowve on from there. For
those in a hurry: God comes to us broken: Jesus
was broken on the cross, and comes to us in the
Eucharist as bread that is broken. God wants us
to come to him when we are broken: by sin,
failure or emptiness. Then we can meet. ‘By his
wounds we are healed....".

Slow me down, Lord!

Ease the pounding of my heart, by the quieting
of my mind.

Steady my harried pace with a vision of the
eternal reach of time.

Give me, amidst the confusions of my day, the
calmness of the everlasting hills.

Break the tensions of my nerves with the
soothing music of the singing streams that

live in my memaory.

Help me to know the magical power of sleep.
Teach me the art of taking minute vacations,

of slowing down,

To look at a flower; to chat with an old friend or
make a new one; to pat a stray dog; to watch a
spider build a web; to smile at a child or to read
a few lines from a good book.

Remind me each day that the race is not always
to the swift; that there is more to life than
increasing its speed.

Let me look upward into the branches of the
towering oak and know that it grew great and
strong because it grew slowly and well.

Slow me down, Lord, and inspire me to send my
roots deep into the soil of life's enduring values.
That I may grow toward the stars of my greater
destiny.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 22,300 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles



The Sacrament of CONFIRMATION 2022
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Dan Cooke

Mosse Lane
Portlaoise

(11

Peter (Peadar)
Q' Brien
St. John’s Square
Portlaoise

(11

Liam ﬂemy

Ballyroan

ik

Ger Bowe
Moate, Ballinakill

Albert (Bertic)
Rothwell

Green Rd. Abbeyleix

Mick Doran

Clonad, Portlaoise

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may ba left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.portlacisepansh.iefdeathnotices
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In Loving Memory of

FRANK WHITE
Newpark, Portlaocise. Died 16 January 2022.

o The family of the late Frank White
wish to acknowledge the many
expressions of sympathy received
on their sad loss. Thank you to
those who sent Mass and sympathy
cards, floral tributes, telephoned and
uploaded messages of condolence
cnline.

Our sincere gratitude to Msgr. John

Byrne, Fr. Paul O'Boyle and the
Fortlacise Parish priests for the lovely Reguiem Mass
and to Patricia Finnegan and Edward Newell for the
beautiful music. A special thanks to Msgr. John for the
lovely and moving visit to Frank the night before he
passed away.
Thank you to the members of the Portlacise Singers
and the staff of Scoil Bhride who provided a guard of
honour for Frank on his final journey. We would like to
extend a special thank you to Matthew Keegan and
David Goode Funeral Directors for their help, support
and professionalism and fto the gravediggers for
preparing Frank's final resting place with such care.
We would like to thank the Midland Regional Hospital
in Portlacise for their excellent care of Frank in his final
days and all the doctors, nurses, and administration
staff who were so supportive and comforting. We are
also wery grateful for the outstanding support that
enabled Frank to live independently at home, support
from his Carers, Public Health MNurses, Dr. Booth,
Hughes Pharmacy and especially Mary, Tomas and
Tina.
Heartfelt thanks to all our relations, friends, neighbours
and work colleagues who supported and continue to
support us at this difficult time.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our
sincere appreciation and gratitude.

Frank’s Month's Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, Portlaoise, this

Sunday, 13" February at 10am.
Kestin Fcacc [Trank

% KATHLEEN BRACKEN

nee Dunne

Ballyfin Road, Portlavise, 8" Anniversary occurs at this time,
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In Loving Memory of

T

8" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Pavish Church
g th

this Saturday 127 February at 6.30pm
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Loved abvays by Larry, Frances & family.

CMay Kathleen Rest in " Reave
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SEAN KEOGH

Late of 6 Park View, Portlacise. 11 Anniversary. Died 14/2/2011.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church this
Saturday 12" February at 6.30pm.,

Sean, deep in our hearts your memory is Kept,
@ To love and to cherish and never forget.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his loving
wife Brid and all his famify.

May Qbean Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of
BILL (William) WHELAN

fﬂrngezu Stradbally. 7™ Anniversary occurs 15" Febraory ‘22,

(1)

(1

(1

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated n the
Church of the Assumption, the Heath, on
Sunday 24" February at 9:30am.

When we look wpon vour picture,
Sweet memories we recall
O a face so full of sunshine,
And a smile Jor one and all.

Sadly m:xsf:f by your loving wife Rita, daughter Ann, sons
Seamus & Ray, in-laves, grandchildren & great grandchildren,

CMay CBill Rest in Reave
@ ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

PETER FARRELLY
Sue Ryder Centre, Portlacise. Died 10t January 2022.

The wife and relatives of the late Peter
Farrelly, would like to express their
sincere thanks to all who sympathised
with them, sent Mass and sympathy
cards and messages of condolences
on RIP.ie
Cur sincere appreciation to those who
fravelled to attend Peter's Regquiem
Mass and to those who attended the
Rosary.
Hearrfalt thanks to Msgr. John and Fr. Nick for the
beautiful Mass and to Sarah Troy for the lovely music
and hymns.,
We would like to thank the doctors and nurses in the
surgical ward, Portlacise hospital, for the excellent care
given to Peter in his final days.
Thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goede, Funeral
Directors, for the professional and compassionate
manner in which they carried out Peter's funeral
arrangements and to the gravediggers for preparing his
final resting place with such care.
As itis impossible to thank everyone individually please
accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our
deepest gratitude to you all. The Holy sacrifice of the
Mass has been offered for your intentions.

Restin Feace Peter
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In Loving Memory of
MADGE McEVOY

Capoley, Portlaoise.
4™ Anniversary occurs Sunday 13" February 2022,
Much loved and cherished Mother, Grandmother and Great-grandmother.

1"

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Sunday 13" February at 12:30pm.

lust a prayer from the family who loved
you, just a memory fond and true,
In our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you.
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Sadly missed and always remembered by;
Sarahann, Ailish, Mary, Joe, Breda and their fummﬂ.

CMay Madge Rast in " Beace
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In Loving Memory of

THOMAS ROBINSON
Beladd, Portlavise.
10" Anniversary occurs 15 February 2022,

L
(i

In Loving Memory of
MARY CONROY

18 St. John's 8q. Portlaoise. 10" Anniversary.

For a Wonderful Mum

Along the road of suffering, you
found a little lane, that took you up

to Heaven, and ended all your pain.

WL
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May the God of love and mercy,
Care for our loved one that is gone,

WL

And bless with consolation,
Thase left ta carry on,

"

Always remembered by your loving family.

Rest in Reave Com
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You may be our of sight,

1

We may be worlds apart,

L]

But you are always in our prayers
and foreverin our hearts.

1
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church on Saturday 12t February at 5pm.

Love you always Mam, from your loving daughters
Marte, Phil and Josephine.
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ? ? In Loving Memory of
In Loving Memory of a Cherished Sister LARRY McDONALD
BERNIE COYNE 45 Lakeglen, Portlacise.

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. 10% Anniversary occurs 13" February 2022,
Birthday occurs 11t February 2022 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts, Peter & Paul's Parish
Thinking of you today Bernie, Church this Sunday 13t February at 11:15am.
As we do everyday. Gone are the days we wsed to share, 4
. Bt i feart s e af; % e 2,
Happy Birthday and lots of love from o TR
i . K bmther.in.|aw D{}nja 1€ gﬂ'n!i.'u' I.Bf. PHE'HILH} (A8 H-l."‘h..l’_n‘.' FRLYL
- | your sister Ilt'r," e TUESS YOU MOve than anyomne Kions,
\ - ;’ and your three sisters Mar:.r. Peggy and Whth tender love and deep regre,
! Trish and brothers-in-law xxx We who love you will never forget.
Sadly missed by his loving wife
Margaret, sons Maurice, Paual; Gregory,
grandchildren and great-grandchild

Rt in Reace Lany

%} In Loving Memory of ?
EILEEN PHELAN '

New Road, Portlaoise. .

I Anniversary occurs 1 o February 2022, :
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Reast in Peace OBernie
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% BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of our Wonderful Mother

BERNADETTE COYNE

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Birthday occurs 11t February 2022
We are sending a dove to Heaven with a
parcel on its wings,
Be careful when you open it,
i It's full of beautiful things.
“. R ’v Inside are a million kisses, wrapped up

L
L1 L WL
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish =
Church, on '

Sunday 20" February at 12;30pm. ':::

(1)

in a million hugs, to say how much we
miss you and to send you all our love.
We hold you close within our hearts and
there you will remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives, until we meet again

Thinking of you. today and always,
Fappy Ginthday
Sadly missed and loved by all her
loving family.

In God's care you rest above,
In our hearts you rest in love,
Never more than a thought away,
Loved and remembered everyday.
In Heaven you rest, 3
No worries or pain, .
God bless you...until we meet again. I

(1 (1] (1}

Sadly missed by your loving family and friends.

Rest in Roace Zodlon b

::' In Loving Memory of In Loving Memory of .::
l FINT GORMAN % ? BRIAN LARKIN Snr. ?

_ 84 Cherrygrove, Por ﬂﬂﬂfff- Marian Avenue, Portlaoise .
1" Birthday in Heaven occurred 5" February. | 2™ Anniversary away from home occurred I

7" February 2022

MNo morning dawns, no night
returns, but that we think of you, .
Those left behind are very good,
but none replaces you, .
Many a silent tear is shed, when
we are all alone,

Today 1s your birthday in
Heaven above,

My blessing I send on the

wings of a dove,

Not just for today, but for
everyday. | think of you
always with all my love.

Happy Birthday

(1]
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The one we love so very much,
The one we call our own,

(1)
L)

From your loving wife Catherine, sons Michael, .

Alan and Brian Jnr. (RIP), daughter Denise, =

daughters-in-law Samantha and Fiona, son-in-law '
Thomas, grandchildren, great-grandchild and 3.
extended family. I’

Rest in Reace OBrian

Always loved, forever missed by your wife Ann,
sons, daughters, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and Catherine and Joe.

Rest in Reave 5fint
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

SHEILA WHELAN née Harnan

Doirefea, Ballydavis, Portlacise, Co. Laois and
Monasterevin, Co. Kildare.

As we lovingly remember Sheila on
the first anniversary of her death, the
Whelan and Harnan family wish to
extend our sincere thanks to all who
sympathised with us on the sad loss
of our dear Sheila,
The family particularly appreciated
the beautiful and personal nature
of the Mass as celebrated by her
brother Fr. Nick Harnan. Our deepest
gratitude to Msgr. Byrne, Portlacise
and Fr. Merrigan, Monasterevin, for
concelebrating Mass with Fr. Nick. Many thanks to Sarah
Troy for her beautiful singing during the Mass,
Sincere thanks to Rankin's Funeral Directors, especially Paul
Hyland for his kindness, patience and sensitivity in dealing
with Sheila’s funeral arrangements. A sincere thanks to PJ
Gleeson for looking after the grave in very difficult weather
conditions.
Many thanks to the doctors and nurses of Tullamore and
Maas hospital who cared for Sheila during her final weeks
and heartfelt thanks to Or. Anna Gullane for her care,
attention and kindness to Sheila over the years. We thank
Jim Murphy and all the staff at Hughes Pharmacy.
Many thanks to all those who sent letters of condolences,
Mass cards and sympathy cards, to everyone who phoned
and sent text messages and to those who lined the route
from the house to the Church in Portlacise and from the
Church to the cemetery in the Heath. Even though the
weather was very poor it was great consolation to the family
to see so many people come out to pay tribute to Sheila.
We say a special thank you to our special neighbours in
Ballydavis who gave us great support and who continue to do
50. To Sheila’s friends in Portlacise College, many thanks
and a special thank you to Sheila's friends and colleagues in
Cuisle Fayre who have done extraocrdinary things in Sheila's
Memory.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our
deepest gratitude. The Holy sacrifice of the Mass will be
offered for your intentions.
Sheila’s 1* Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, Portlacizse, Sunday,
20" February at 2pm.

Restin FPeace Sh:ila

MOCHUAPRINT DESIGN

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

5 Faor the perfect iribute card for your loved one
nitr hespoke memorial cards,
Create a collage af images illustrating
the life of your loved oine with our
expert Design Team.
AN o Cards ave individually designed
wnigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges

Sor additional photos or images.

Unit 3, Clonmiifnamn Bisiness T
Portlaoise, Co. Lanis
BO5T &6 34050

www.mochuaprint.ie
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KEEGAN'’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

"
(11
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50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

K}

\

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbevyleix Road, Portlaocise.

(opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567

PAUL; DB7-2562137 :
NIALL; y.
086-2770095

Portlaoise

i Stone Centre

+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and

plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any

design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc,

Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available,

We also supply and fit artificial grass.
We supply ceramic photos - single and double.
All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www. portlacisestone.ie

Unit 3b Cloenminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Maobile: (087) 2538930
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Have you considered being a Priest?

Explore Priesthood: Join in on a Zoom
to hear from Seminarians & Priests

Zoom Chat with Seminarians
Tuesday 1°* March @ 8pm

@ MNaTiOnAL VOCATIONS OFFICE
‘ﬁ | LATE { tES

www.vocations.ie email: info@vocations.ie




Portlaoise Parish Results for Clergy of the Parish

w 10" February 2022 SheareT
@ @ @ - Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.

Tel: 057 8600122

One €14,000 Jackpot Winner
Congratulations to Michael Hennessy,
Promoter Mary Hennessy

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER

Martin Lalor Paul Dooley Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD

Anne Fionn & Dara Anne Brennan ¥el: 057 8622301

Margaret O’Loughlin 13 Betty Lynch

Brian Byrne Match 3s Peter Ryan ?;!:c;;f;ﬁg;:f;;eyu

Liam Gleeson €77 Peter Ryan -

Josephine Thompson each Liz Hilliard To contact the Priest on Duty:

Phil & Co Thelma Brown FONISIVLETIPE CReY LI SOl

Sheila Reid Parish Centre Outside office hours

Margaret O'Keeffe Next Parish Centre '-FB?:"E?,? “3"5?1;22'

Linda Murphy F Kathleen Rigney .

¥ Sashen E(E;:kui ZAHI® SOt T All 5afegua:n2::tg::t:?r::‘ pglicies can be

Mary Cashen . P Mary Arthur viewed on our website and Church Parches,

Breda Carter 1 Rita Watkins Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
€10,000 Mick Daly dip@kandie.ie

Join us live on Facehook every Thursday evening at 5pm Fﬂ;‘ls h :‘;E“tre

for our parish lotto draw - -

| ] -,
- — -t H ..‘h'}_.
e | EATSEE

Follow Us 9 aportlaciseParis @556@ B
& Like Us€) portlaciseparishlaocis OMNLINE- Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
el s iz Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
" Twitter; @ portlaoiseparis
Support for the Parish MANAGER Declan Kelly
We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new Agnieszka Kaczmarek
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The | Accounts Michelle Conroy
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supperted and can| Sacristans Parish Church
pay our way at this time. Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
Ways to contribute to our Parish All Masses and services from the Parish Church
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
Direct payment by cheque or cash (Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church 057 8600119)
Donation facility on our website I Secretary: Julie Conroy
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre lr' Monday to Thursday
Or Transfer directly to our Account b 11lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm

Portlaoise Parish Account: 057-8682154
IBAM: IES3AIBK93327916658045 Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account: Subject to availabllity of space

IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201 E-maii: linkup @portiaciseparish.le

(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D) PARISH SHOP
THANK YOU 057 8621142 - Claire Scully




ARCHITECTURAL
TECHNOLOGIST
w

CHURCH S5T., PORTLAOISE

DESIGN PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT CONSULTANT

Domestic extensions, One off Design, Planning Application,
Domesti¢, Commercial, Agricultural, Industrial Planning
Land Registry Mapping, Building Surveys,

Land Surveys, Sustainable Desian Innovation.

Enquiries to 057 86 81705 ’) "
Email:  info@dkaie > ciu pssessors
Website: www.dka.ie :




