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tragic or
| circumstances, we are left with

isn't metered out to us in equal
proportions. Death
| happens, There is no intent behind a natural disaster,

| sent as a punishment! But whilst we are pondering the fragility
| of our lives, Jesus reminds us that any one of us could die in

| similar circumstances. We only have to be in the wrong place at
|the wrong time. None of can bank on living to a ripe old age, ;
|and so we must consider how well we are prepared to live and

| how well we are prepared to die.

| At first, today's reading feels uncomfortable. The parable of the |
| fig tree reads like a threat. The tree is not bearing any fruit and
A
compassionate gardener begs that the tree be given a second |
| chance, and so the master grants another year. It feels like a%
bear fruit or else! But Jesus knows that threats don't |
| bring out the best in us. Like the gardener who tends the tree |
‘and nurtures it, so Jesus is there for all who need a second
| chance. For those of us who make a commitment to live life ina |
| better way, Jesus is there to support and guide us towards our |-
| goals. The parable has moved from something that sounds like .

something |

|so the master commands that it should be axed.

| threat...

|a threat to something that sounds like a promise....
|inspirational!

|Lent is a time to address some begging questions. How many |
| years have we spent making the same old mistakes? What must |
|we do to make life different? It sounds obvious, but to achieve |
| different results, we must do something different. We are
linvited to ask God for help in setting new priorities, and we |
| must achieve results that reflect God's love for us, and our love |

| for God.

LENTEN STATIONS

For the support of our Priests
Envelopes are available in Church porches for those who
| haven't got Development Boxes and wish to contribute to
the Priests Collection. You can drop this envelope in one of
the collection boxes provided in our Churches or returning to
| the Parish Centre during Lent.

premature ;

f a sense of injustice. There are§
some who will guestion what |
kind of God we have who can |
allow such unfairness. But the |
bottom line is that life simply

simply |
and
| because there is no intent there can certainly be no injustice. In |
| biblical days people imagined that fatal disasters and terminal |
|ilinesses were sent as some kind of punishment from God. Had |
| the victims brought about their own fate by living sinful lives? |
| What will Jesus’ answer be? Mo, of course untimely death is not |

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH

Monday—Friday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
Saturday
10am

Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
. Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday
After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

| Trocaire Boxes are available in the Church porches or

[ you can pick up a box in the Parish Centre.

We welcome into our
Parish Community
Nella Mazurek, Bluebell Way, Esker Hills |
Glenda Sophie Culleton, Camcloon
Armanda O'Donoghue, Colliers Court
. Eronagh, Rose Lawlor, Broomville Close
Bobbi Shiel, Parnell Crescent
Chloe Rose Winters Lacey, Rath Gailine
Margaret O'Donoghue, Old Knockmay Road
Tim Martin Delaney, Ballygormill, Timahoe

Who were baptised Recently

The Feast
of the

Annunciation ¥

Friday

(25th March)

On Monday March

25th, before Christmas,
celebrate one of the Church's most important |
feast days, the Solemnity of the Annunciation |
of the Lord. It is interesting to reflect that God
did not need any human being in order to do:
his work, however, he chose to redeem us in a|
way that included human participation through |
a humble young woman's consent,

nine maonths we |




MU LHALL MEATS

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eve nf Rouncl Rnaat -

l K N A
FLELLY LS | iy 4t it Mar

Mulhall Meats [s Located Within Mulhall's SuperValu.
Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-%pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - Spm

AUDIOLOGIST

HEARINGAID & & § _ +
) ROOFING
cpiﬁiﬁfiift T ] w THE HEIGHT OF QUALITY

» Camprehensive Hearing Assecsment

« Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG i QCIBQ 4892441 L
AIDS TO VALUE OF €£1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS Find us on Facebook 3

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

* Heoring Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. pestal service)
» Ear Wax Removal Serviee

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com [ jwroofing?7@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie @ wwwjwroofing.ie

*=STRIT SAFETY MEASLARES IM PLACE, IM LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

Gutter Cleaning & Roof Inspection ONLY €60




Taylor & Conroy

CONROY Orthotics and Insoles

ORTHOTICS

« No long waiting lists to be assessed.

« Qualified practitioners with over 20 years
experience.

» Irish-made Orthotics.

« Relieving pain.

« Improving mechanics and posture.

» Preventing issues associated with flat feet and
high arches.

SUNDAY CARVERY :co=

FAMILY SPECIAL ol Prescription
ﬁ 49.95 Orthotics for
AVAILABLE FROM 0 Daywear and Sportswear

12.30 PM - 2.30 PM

a KELLIE TAYLOR BSC [Hons) Ost. M.O.C.I. and DARREN COMROY BSC [(Hons) Ost, M.OLCI.
maldron’ 086-8675060

FOR MORE INFORMATION H O TEL

(MFSHPORTLAGHSE S WEEIE BTN e TR Unit 10 Kifminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portiaoise, Laois

E tcosteopaths@gmail.com ‘ www.tcosteopaths.ie

& MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
W’ GET YOURSELF NOTICED

- Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery + Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 . 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie 06000®




Urloetb opeN DAY 2022 @

Biosciences wednesdqy 23rd MOI'CI'I 2022

Nursing Studies 10:00am-12 noon & 4:00pm-7:00pm

Business We invite you to discover what Abbeyleix Further
Art, Craft & Design Education and Training Centre has to offer,

Return to Learning 2 Course information

- Discover career prospects
Animation - Learn about progression options fo Sc AN BDDE '|'|]
higher education
Healthcare - Meet teaching staff and students REGISTER NOW &
ol | - - Funding information

For more information visit
www.abbeyleixfetc.ie or call 057 8731127

fourth Fourth Wall Laois

Wa” cﬁ& Theatre Group

proudly present
Theatre Gruupi “The Field”

by John B. Keane,

Saturday 26™ March in Mountmellick
Community Arts Centre at 8pm.

| £ h : Admission €12 adults
C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION €10 concessions.
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING Corre early to gek the Best sests.
235

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519 : S
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? No bookings. Enquiries 087-9614

—

4 Sales Accessories Repairs \

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise :
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessnﬂes in stock
HEI’AIHS

techmarketie [@) @techmarketir ﬁl}[‘.‘ESSI]HiES




PAINTING &

DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting
- Powerwashing
- 10 years experience
089-4459558
www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND DOOR
REPAIRS
- Hinges/Handles
- Letterboxes
- Slide Patio Doors Rollers
- Window and Door draught
proofing
083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

FUEL FOR SALE
3 large net bags Logs €10
5 bags of Kindling €10
Orders over €50 receive
two bags of kindling free
Free delivery to suit. Tel.
Fintan 087-7645855

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

EASTER BIOLOGY
REVISION COURSE

11t-14" April
Portlaoise Parish Centre

For more details e-mail;
biorevisioncourse@gmail.com

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP

& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -

ERAWAN

THAI MASSAGE
Pepper's Court

totally clean job. Bird Portlaocise
guards and cowls fitted. Open 7 Days
Contact Martin; 1lam-7pm
087-9616098 083-0988602
Hugh Thompson
T e e PODIATRIST
SERVICES MAY COLLINS
or all your i Plumbing needs ;
: Sew’i:e a:;a F:EE: of il E!.DjirFers, Bsc fHOHS) Fﬂdfafﬂ-" MCH‘E;‘F
il Caookers & Gas Boilers 2 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
F'Ius_Pc-wer Flushing of Heating Systams Tel.,
T ke S e e e e SR 086-3785327

water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save mioney.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

YARN HAUS

The Midlands Trading Post
Kilminchy, Portlaoise.

» Gallery of handmade in Ireland
art and crafis.

» Craft supplies including paint,
fabric, yarn and many more.

= Workshops for teens, children,
adults.

» Birthday parties.

Visit us to discover our extensive
range of products and services.

1 089-958-0696
7N\ 057-863-5185
YﬁEHHAUS

{ or shop online;
' % www.yarnhaus.ie

FRENCH GRINDS

Available for secondary school
students - €30 per hour.

I am a graduate of Trinity College
in Dublin, with a distinction in
spoken French,

I have lived in France for one year.
Master’s in French literature from
Leiden University.

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

087-2841468
HANDYMAN
0\ e, AVAILABLE
Tiling

Timber floors
Painting, Gardening etc.
All jobs considered.

Phone Jim 087-6885017

SINGING LESSONS
Whether you want to learn how to
sing or develop your existing skills

One to one tuition. Group tuition for
families. Age 5+. Learn vocal
technigues, breathing exercises,
control, performance and delivery.
For more info. contact Amy on;
083-8253665
E-maifl; amyphelansS@agmail.com

DREAMS WORKSHOP
Dreams, Gifts from the Soul
This one day workshop will
be given by Paul Bradley
who is a Psychotherapist
and Dream Specialist
Saturday 26'™ March
10am - 4:30pm
In Resurrexit and on zoom
For further info. contact;
Eileen 087-2592525
E-mail;
resurrexitcommunity@gmail.com
WWwWw.resurrexit.ie




MUIRIOSA
FOUNDATION

LAOIS DAY SERVICES SUPPORT WORKER
Permanent Part Time (12 hours per week)

| am a 29-year-old woman who is looking for someone to
support me 2-3 hours each day in a community setting.
| am looking for someone who is motivated, enthusiastic,
creative and will support me to gain employment, and
become actively involved in my community. My hobbies
are cooking, dance, walking, and | love animals.

Informal enquiries to:
Lavinia Donocher 0871775804

Requirements:
s Support workers must have similar interests and be a
good match for me
« An ability to demonstrate flexibility and reliability
» Willingness to work alone
» High levels of motivation
+ Excellent communication skills
s Pearson must have their own carffull drivers licence
Closing Date for receipt of completed applications;
Friday 25" March 2022
To apply and for further details visit our web page at
www.muiriosa.ie
Current Vacancies Muiriosa Foundation

CHILDREN’S CHURCH CHOIR
I would like to congratulate
Sarah Troy on resuming fthe
10am Choir and to wish her and
the girls and boys all the best
with their endeavours.

I encourage the children to
practice as much as possible
and to support and be guided by Sarah, who I
am sure will be an excellent director.

On my own behalf I would like to thank everyone
for their good wishes since I announced my
retirement. A special thank you to Msgr. Byrne
and the former members of the choir for their
good wishes and much appreciated gifts.
Catherine Quigley

Portlacise Active Retirement; The re-opening of our
Wednesday Afternoon club at 3pm in the Parish Centre
has been a huge success So many of us are so happy to
re-acquaint with old friends are make new ones,

Wed. 23™ March: We have hired a professional to
entertain us for the afternoon with his wide repertoire of
music, song, storytelling etc.

Wed. 30™ March: AGM - We hope to see you all
and new members very welcome.

Our holiday to Clonakilty on 25" April is filling up fast.
There are a few seats still avallable. For further Info.
contact Secretary, Trudy Nealon 086-03136182.

Know How to React in an Emergency Situation?
Heart Ambulance Service

Contact Us Today: 057 86 60001

Emergency First Ald / CFR-C. FAR - First Aid Response /
FAR - Recertification Course - PHECC Certified

Manual Handling and Patient Moving

Limited Places Remaining March & April — Portlaoise

there é ’

A box will be placed in
the Parish Church beside
Our Lady for the month

of March, for anyone
wishing to make an
application for full or
part sponsorship on the
2022 Parish
Pilgrimage to Lourdes
Please include yvour
name, address and
contact details.

Join with us fo pray the
Rosary via the Parish
webcam dafly at
9:30am, 7pm, 9:30pm.

Rosary will be prayed at

the Grotto after evening

Mass on the First Friday
of every month,

-
L

PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA
30" June to 6™ July 2022
TWO TICKETS
AVAILABLE
£659 p.p.s. Contact;
Maura 087-1210263
John 087-1254841

t_i{'«"{ C‘:'j-i.. !;? 1
v
Portlanise Cemetery

Committee would like to
thank all those who donated

50 generously to their recent STATIONS OF THE CROSS
Church gate collection. EVERY FRIDAY EVEMING DURING
All money raised will be used LENT AT 7.30PM
IN THE CHURCH OF THE MOST

for the upkeep of Portlacise
cemetery. Thank you.

HOLY ROSARY, ABBEYLEIX

Friday 25" March

' M5 l{p Cancer Society
- . \V Daffodil Day

Irish Cancer Daffodil Day is back on the streets
this year! Daffodil Day is Friday, 25" March 2022.
We need volunteers to collect at various locations in
Portlacise. Please contact Cathy 086-8797907 or
message the Facebook Page Portlacise Daffodil
Day with your name, mobile number and time
available. We also require your fresh flowers! If you
have any daffodils you can spare from your garden,
please leave into Martley's shop starting Monday,
21% March. Closed buds preferred, to stay fresh for
Daffodil Day.

Earth Hour 2022 - Saturday 26 March, 8.30pm;
Each year Earth Hour provides us with an opportunity

to show how much we care about our planet - our
common home. We are being called on to reverse
Mature loss by 2030. On the night of Earth Hour at
8.30pm we are being asked to switch off as much
light and other facilities as possible in solidarity with
our planet. Let us join our supporters in 190 other
countries in a movement for our own futures, not
just for the Earth.




WE STAND WITH UKRAINE VIDUNTHAYHIGEIVIVIONIHN S GRS

NATIONAL CHURCH COLLECTION ’
FOR UKRAINE HEEEN e
AT MASSES NEXT WEEKEND 26 /27% N T
S GEEEE

Envelopes available in the \/ ‘

Church Porches and J
Parish Centre F

o r ‘
NaCKaBoO NMpocumo ':'J.I'4 . _\
Failte l-
Welcome l JJ
We welcome all Ukranians =4 :
To the Parish Centre
Tuesday (22™) 12 noon

For a ‘cuppa’ and an opportunity to
meet and greet each other

CENTREPOIN

KYLEKIPROE INDASTRIAL ES E.

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

We are Suppliers of :- - NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
+ Carpets * Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds  NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
* Mattresses * Beds * Bedroom Furniture * Pillows Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

MEMBER OF

Irish Society of
Chartered
Phusiotherapists

Services Offered.

Physiotherapy
Rehakbilitation
Fost Surgery
Sports Injuries

WA TER SOFTENERS Work Related Injuries

Adolescent Injuries
[ron Filters, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Industrial Water Treativent Systems

Sales & Service BRIAN GLYNN

Local suthority Grant: ilukle to bring individwal private well i
T O E.U. Standards providing dwelling bs at least Tyenrs old. PHYSIOTHERAPY

{Nat availohle to people on mains water supplies)

Lagis Gad LOETE Centre of Excellerces, Portlacise

AQUA TREATMENT BOOK VIA

Dromadoon, Mountrath Rd., Portlanise | www.aguatreatment.ie T: 0858763866

Tel: D57-8622400 / 8662525/ 087-2580318 wWeb! www brianglynnphysiotherapy.com




Portlaoise Institute Mountrath Road, Portlaoise, Co.Laois, R32 H392

Open Evening

Thursday
March 24th
5:30pm -
7:30pm.

Come along to our Open Evening to find

out about career and further education
_4)\ lO Etb £

opportunities from our Level 5and 6
courses.

Portlacise Institute

17 Courses Available

Beauty/Hair /Sport Health/Humanities Business/I.T/Design

Diploma in Beauty Childcare Yr 1 & Yr2 Business and I.T Skills

Therapy Year 1.

Year 1. Psychology =

Advanced Certificate in Healthcare Business Sustainability and
Hairdressing Year2 Environmental 5tudies

Sports Leisure Nursing Studies Engineering Technology

Management

Social Studies Digital Creative Media

Healthcare: Pre -
Paramedics

Speak with teachers about courses.

Learn about employment opportunities.

Learn about progression to pathways to Higher Education.
See our facilities.

Call us now: For more info:
: i @ www.portlaoiseinstitute.ie

057-86-301! : i L :
1=06-30151 [ info@portlaoiseinstitute.ie




Living a Fruitful Life

What is your favourite fruit? Apples, oranges, peaches, bananas??.
Mine is Apples. Yum! Yum! Do you know what I think would be
great? I think it would be great to have a lot a fruit trees in your
yard so that any time you wanted a snack, you could just go out
and pick a piece of fruit off of the tree. But what if you had an fruit
tree in your yvard that never had any fruit on it? It wouldn't be
good for anything except shade, would it?

In the Gospel today, Jesus told a story about 2 man who planted a
fig tree in his garden. After some time had passed, he went to look
for some fruit on the tree, but there was none. Year after year he
watched the tree, but the tree never produced any fruit. Finally,
the man went to the gardener who took care of the tree and said to him, "For three years I have
been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it down! It is just taking
up space in the garden.”

The gardener answered, "Please, sir, give it one more chance. Leave it for another year. I will
give it special attention. I will dig around the tree and give it plenty of fertilizer. If the tree
produces fruit next year, great, if not, then you can cut it down."

In telling this story, Jesus was really talking about us and about God. God has "planted" us here
on this earth and he expects us to produce good fruit in our life. What kind of fruit does he
expect? When He looks at the way we live our life, he wants to see things like love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, and gentleness. There are times when he is disappointed in what he sees, but
he is willing to give us another chance.

What can we do to help us produce the kind of fruit that God expects? We can worship regularly,
read his Word, and pray. Those things will help us to live a fruitful life.

Heavenly Father, we know that you expect good things from your children.
Help us live a life that will be pleasing to you. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.




Types of Prayer
« Seeking Forgiveness from God / Confession / Contrition
« Giving Thanks / Thanksgiving
» Giving Praise to God / Adoration / Worship
= Seeking Help / Intercession
e Seeking Guidance

Thanksgiving "'ﬂrerCESS'_Dn
| Sometimes we pray giving | " Some pﬁ“ﬂe : _
thanks to God because [ they have Pray pe, =
things are going well in our | ' Suﬂ‘ering in ;I €55 o
lives *hallowed be thy Tmme heir liveg
name’ o fsigaan =0

$ o Protection

Sometimes we pray to God | Sometimes when we feel |

weak and vulnerable we

pray to God to strengthen
us.

Petition

asking his help when times are Different circumstances give

difficult or we are powerless rise to different kinds of prayer
to help someone we love.

" WE PRA

Petition

’ daﬂ“e - Some people pray to create |
ng o a stronger bond between
gee¥ ® themselves and God




St. Therese of Lisieux (1873-1897) was a French Cathaolic
who became a Carmelite nun at an early age. She died in
abscurity at the age of 24. However, after her death, her
autobiography - Story of &8 Sow/ was published and
became a best-seller around the world. Her books
explained her spiritual path of love and selflessness, and
she became one of only three females to be considered a
doctor of the Catholic Church.

Free gifts make us suspicious. Even with God's gifts, we
feel uneasy - how can God give me love unless I deserve
it?

Thérése of Lisieux had unigue insight inte God's
generosity, our failings are like a drop of water in the
furnace of God's love. Because we little appreciate God's
compassion, we project onto him our narrow human

standards. We imagine that our weaknesses drive a
wedge between God and us.

Thérése says the opposite: 'Resign yourself to stumbling
at avery step, even to rfalling; fove pour poweriessness,”
and again, 'What a grace when in the morning I feel no
courage, no strength to practise virfue. “It's OK not to be
OK. It is hard for us to believe this, and harder still to
live by It. This may be due to a religious heritage which
told us that God’'s love must be earned by observing his
law. The guilt such a tradition induces has more to do
with pride than holiness. When I fail, it is not before God
that I feel gullty, but before an idealised image of myself,
I have let myself down. Despite my efforts I failed to live
up to my ideals, so my pride is wounded. The God I'm
serving is not the God of Jesus Christ; it is my image of
God, my ideal self,

For Thérése, conversion meant abandoning this illlusory
God in which there is so much self-centredness. This led
to her discovery of the *little way’ that turns upside-down
how many of us look at the Christian life, introducing
us to a spirituality of imperfection. Thérése does not
trivialise moral failings, but sees them in the perspective
of God's mercy. As a mother overlooks her child’s
failings, so does God look generously on our weaknesses,
Far from displeasing God, they can be grace-bearing.
They help us experience Christian life as a celebration of
God's love rather than a struggle towards self-perfection.

Thérése says, 'The more one is weak, without desires
and without virtues, the more one s suited for the
operations of God% consuming and fransforming fove,”
This brings our relationship with God to a new level.
From being timid and distant, we develop a boldness that
thrills God's heart. We experience how passionate God’s
love is for us. In that strange logic of love, we come to
understand the vulnerability of God; he cannot refuse our
neediness. Our faults remain, but, rather than damage
our relationship, they draw us into deeper levels of
intimacy.

There is no room for God's love in the hearts of the
proud. Effort, not grace, is their way to God. They need
to learn that God cannot be bought. His friendship cannot
be won by our achievements. All is gift.

i )

Thérése tells us, 'Those who live by the gospel are not
looking anxiously to see results, not counting on success,
not concerned about what progress they have made.
They live by faith and confidence, giving themselves
completely over to God's mercy.” She illustrates this by
the image of a stairs. God is at the top, watching our
efforts to reach him. Knowing that we cannot measure
up to the gospel ideal, he bends down to us. This is the
way we reach union with God - not through grim
determination and effort, but through his love taking us
to himself.

Miraculous Invocation to St. Therese

O Glorious 5t. Therese, whom Almighty God has raised
up to aid and inspire the human family,

I implore your Miraculous Intercession,

You are so powerful in obtaining every need of body and
Spirit from the Heart of God,

Holy Mother Church proclaims you "Prodigy of Miracles. .
the greatest Saint of Modern Times”,

MNow I fervently beseech you to answer my petition
{mention In silence here) and to carry out your promises
of spending Heaven doing good on earth_.of letting fall
from Heawven a Shower of Roses,

Little Flower, give me your childlike faith, to see the Face
of Gad in the people and experiences of my life, and to
love God with full confidence,

5St. Therese, my Carmelite Sister, T will fulfil vour plea
“to be made known everywhera™ and I will continue to
lead others to Jesus through you. Amen.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 23,000 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles



What is a Synod?

The word "synod” evokes the image of "walking together on the way".
For the Church it is a time-honoured way of working out together the
"navigation map” for the Church at particular times. Synodadlity is about -
the whole People of God helping each other listen to what the Holy Spirit

is saying to the Church. Pope Francis emphasises that this is not simply a
matter of discussion as in a parliamentary debate. Rather it is primarily a
prayerful spiritual time of communitarian discernment. It is about finding

the best ways for every baptised person to fulfil the Church's mission of
proclaiming to the world, God's love and salvation in Jesus Christ.

Pope Francis has emphasised that "it is precisely this path of synodality
which God expects of the Church of the third millennium”. Synodality is at
the heart of the pastoral conversion that Pope Francis emphasises in
the Joy of the Gospel (Evangelii Gaudium).

What is a Lisfening Lent Session?

This Lent our Diocese, Kildare and Leighlin, have invited us all to take
Lent as a way of listening to each other and the Holy Spirit. Our session
on March 22nd is a way of doing just that! We will be asked three key
questions and everyone will be able to have their voice heard and their
thoughts, comments and/or concerns will be fed back to the Bishop at the
Chrism Mass. Please see kandle.ie/synod for more information.

Portlacise Parish Abbelyleix, Raheen and Ballinakill

. Inviting all to a Listening Lent Session in
d Abbeyleix Manor Hotel

Wednesday 30th
March 2022 at 7.30pm

Inviting all to a Listening Lent Session iﬁ
Portlaoise Parish Centre

Tvesday 22nd
March 2022 at 8pm

o — g e
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR ? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE &f 1

THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ; In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL & MARGARET CONROY

0’ Moore Place, Portlaoise.
Margaret's birthday occurs 20™ March and also remembering
Michael's birthday which occurred 6" January.

Mﬂﬁaﬂfﬁfz’fafrfcé . Mam and Dad, without a farewel| you

fell asleep, but memaries of you we
Harpurs Lane and . will always keep,

Boughlone Way, ' We miss you both everyday,

You were so precious and unigue,
A guiding light throughout our lives,
you were our strength when we were
wealk.
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Portlaoise

Happy memories flood our minds whenever we think of you,
but you can never be replaced, that sadly is true,
We shall always remember the closeness we had, we love you

, - and miss you both, our kind and loving parents.
9“ [91??!} Mﬂm‘ﬂ Loved and remembered always by your sons Michael,

Bettystown, formerly Kyle, Eddie, Andrew, Paul, Jimmy and your daughter Theresa.

Ballyknocken, Portlacise Q{,{'@ 'mggy Rt in Peace

and Birmingham
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Ak
(L)
WL

In Loving Memory of
ANGELA (Jill) KEENAN
Noel Thomas Patrick O’ Shea £ Mrbstn R 16 Motk 05
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Saturday 19" March at 10am.

Upper Main Street, Abbeyleix
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When we look upon your picture,

EUEH féﬂiﬁé ? wﬁﬁé fﬁi"ﬂ.ﬂf’){?‘é fﬂgﬂ .ﬁé!‘é&i'f : Sweet memories we recall,

Of a face so full of sunshine,
And a smile for one and all.

Your rod. ﬂm’{ﬁ"ﬂ“’* ff”f? = ﬁgﬁfj mmﬂm t me. % Sadlymissed by all your loving family.

vm’@r, 9 fear no evil; for you are with me;

¥
¥

¥ " )

dib
L
WL

In Loving Memory of %

BREDA HOLOHAN

Killeen, The Heath
8t Anniversary occurs 19 March 2022
PR A day without a thought of you is
very hard to find,
I'm always thinking of you and you
are always on my mind,

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE . Al the things we did together,
Our.s‘ympatﬂy to tﬁﬂffEMiﬁ&&' I'll remember them forever.
S R, i Sadly missed by your foving fusband
A message of sympathy may be left furthafamly{_%'luggmgmm J ) 4

the desih nolicé at acisabarich el i > Michael, sisters Mary e Betty and
{f _ N neighbours and friends.

May CBrada Rest in " Reace

v
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% In Loving Memory of ?
TERESA LOOBY
84 Mariaon Avenue, Portlooise.
1* Anniversary occurs 29" March 2022.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
Portlooise on Sunday 27" March

at 12:30pm.

ik
TF

Those Special memaories of You
Wil always bring & smile,
If only we could have you back

ik

for just a little while,
Then we could sit and talk again
fike we used to do,
You always meant so very much
and always will do too,
The fact that you're na fonger hare will always cause us pain,
But you're forever fn our hearts unitil we mest again”

Sadly missed and always remembered by Caroline, Declan,
Regina and Enda, relatives, neighbours and friends.

As an acknowledgement of the family's appreciation for
Mass cards, Sympathy cards, RIP messages, the Haly
Sacrifice of the Mass is being offered for your intentions.

“Those we fove don't go away, they walk beside us every day,
Unseen unheard but always near,
sall foved, stilf missed and very dear.

(1)

Ak

Rest in Peace Mam

In Loving Memory of

MARY FINGLETON
Park, Stradbally.

3 Anniversary occurs at this time.

e

= Deep in our hearts you will always stay,

Loved and remembered everyday.

Lovingly remembered by all her
family and friends.
Rest in Reace Mary

dk (1] ak (11
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In Loving Memory of
ELIZABETH McDONALD

22 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
44" Anniversary and Birthday
remembrance occur at this time.

(1)

You gave us years of happiness,
Then sorrow came with tears,
You left us wonderful memories,

T will treasure through the years.

ik

Love Lou abwi 45 Mam..

W@m&m& Rest in Peace

b S
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of L

MOIRA WALSHE née Delaney

Laurel Court, Dublin Road, Portlaoise.
Died 28t March 2021.

Moira’s husband and family wish A
to express their appreciation to .'
all who sympathised with them in
person or online with cards and
flowers, on Moira’s death. =
Special thanks to Fr. David Vard
] = for wvisiting Moira a number of
times for which she was truly grateful, and for g
celebrating her Requiem Mass. '
Thanks alse to Monsignor John and all the Priests
for their support and to Martin Delaney for his .
music and singing at the Mass,
Thanks to the doctors and nurses in Portlaoise and
5t. James hospitals for their care and support given
to Moira during her illness. Our great appreciation
to Sonya Brennan and all the palliative care team
for looking after Moira, and to Dr Michelle Byrne. €8
To the wvery helpful staff in Chemco Pharmacy, '
thanks. Sincere thanks to Ciaran O Sullivan for
looking after Moira's funeral in a very caring and
professional manner.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of
our sincere appreciation and deepest gratitude.

Moira’s 1" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church Portlacise, on
Sunday 27" March at 11.15am.

Kestin Feace Moira

i

i

In Loving Memory of ?
FRANCES DOODY

Ridge Road, Portlooise.
3" Anniversary occurs 26" March 2022,

Death changes everything,

Time changes nothing,
We still miss the sound of your voice,
The wisdom in your advice,
The stories of your life and just being in
Your presence,
We still miss you just as much today as we

did the day you died.

W

L)

Wi

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on Saturday 26" Mareh at 6.30pm.
Abways foved, never forgotten, Carof, Michael,
Timbiin and Dee, Aisling, Togfian and Maria and
great-grandntece Robyn 0o

Rest in Peave cgﬁwm
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4 In Lowng Memory of “©]<® In Loving Memory of
JOE RYAN Our Dear Mother
Avondale, Abbeyleix Rd., Portlacise. HANNAH TUOHY

27 Anniversary occurs 22~ March 2022 . 10 Marian Avenue, Pgrﬂﬂﬂfse.
- Fi
We hold you close within our fiearts, 7" Anniversary occurs 23" March 2022

And there you shall remain, You held our hand when
To walk with us throughout our lrves, - we were small

Until we meet agan. N
Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by g

= your wife Babs, son Martin and famify. || - LR we fell,
(Rat in Faace Cﬁg""*’ Nt The hero of our childhood

and of latter years as well,

Eﬁery time we think of you,
? h; é’ F‘: :: L.nRgD’f}eEﬂ:NryEs f ? Our hearts are filled with pride,

Newpark, Portlaoise. Died 28" March 2020 And though we’ll always m’5r5 you,
27 Anniversary occurs at this time We know you are by our side.
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in :
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on o gmanj' missed, so a{émfj? loved,

Saturday 26" March at 6:30pm. by your sons, daughters, sons-in-law,
Greatfy missed and fondFy remembered by daughters-in-law, sister Katie, grandchildren
Eiifamr'.‘jr umil.’:ﬁizn.rﬁ. ;mffg rmt-{grand'cﬁi&fmn

Rest in Reaave Bernard Rest in Reace CMam x

? In Loving Memory of ?
JOHN O’ BRIEN

15 New Road, Portlaoise. Died 23/3/2012.
10" Anniversary occurs at this time.
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It's been the hardest thing to lose
you, you meant so much to me,
But you are in my heart John,
And that’s where youll always be.
lknow that Heaven called you,
But | wish you could have stayed.
At least the memaories | have of you,
They will never fade.

! did not want to lose you, but you

did not go alone, because part of me went with you,
When Heaven called you home .
So fust remmember one thing, we are not apart,
You're with me in my memories and in my broken heart. Every

Sadly missed by your sister Theresa, Shane and Yvonne. Friday Evening
om{p ot Rest S Reave during Lent

atGpm

in the Parish Ghurch
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: + KEEGAN'S ¥+
ma%gﬁtre FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
¢ 'We supply an extensive range of headstones and

plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any w‘ﬁ

Contact Matthew

!
\LJ
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design made to order,

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

087-2549195
We supply ceramic photos - single and double. Damd 087-2369887
All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie H E NR&T Rf—\NKI N

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

[opposite the E.5.B. and Candell tractars)
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Contact;
057-8620567 o
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PAUL; 087-2562137 4 oo, 5 “oniigi
3 Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois. NIALL; n‘-.;;-;_"" g s
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930 0862770095~ TWENg oz, )
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Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie f“ R
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MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN DEs & CARMEL MORAN

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Forihe perfect iribuie card for yonr loved one Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois
Lour bespoke memorial cards.

Create a collage of images illustrating
thee life af your loved ane with our 24 hour service and personalised attention
expert Design Team.
Al war Cards are individually designed

(11
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= nmiigne Keepsakes, with no hidden charges o ) 057-8731115 " £
Sfor additional photos or images. g = L
) Carmel 0B7-6144280 .
Umit 3, Clonminin BiSiness e g = Iy [
Portlaoise, Co. Laois » - (%) Des 087-2794532
BO57 86 34050

www.mochuaprint.ie == Y (»») moranundertakerslaocis@gmail.com

(11
L

Kelly’s Funeral Services

(11
L

Since the 1940°s the Kelly family have

(1]
L

been providing Funeral Services in the

Abbeyleix area. Main
We offer a 24 hour personal and ’ Street
wrofessional funeral service. z
professional funaral servic 5 * " Y Abbeyfﬂm‘

057-8721048 -, F
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087-2535866 -‘4:_ ’ -

VICES ic Q "'
uneralserices. 2
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CONFERENCE ORGANISED BY Sharing the riches of the Catholic Faith

ANGELIUM

éAoTTIEO-I?I%Y Topics of the Day
Main Talks:

APOLOGETICS  funmsmoomeer

CON FERENCE Fr. Brendan Kilcoyne

FOR YOUNG ADULTS s ;::: in the Gospels?” - The Idea of

Fr. Francis Gavin

Satur day 26th Mar Ch 2022 “Jesus, Yes! The Church? No” -
9,00 am t() 8.00 pm Answering a modern Cliché

Nashville Dominican Sisters of St. Cecilia

DCU ALL HALLOWS CAMPUS - DUBLIN 9 Workshops — Catholic Culture
From Smartphones to God
Fr. Gavan Jennings

INCLUDES
COSt: €3 8 BOOKING FEE “| Chant Believe It!” - Medieval Music in

Modern Liturgy?
Maghnus Monaghan

TO BOOK PLEASE GO TO WWW.EVANGELIUM.IE n
OR SEARCH "EVANGELIUM IRELAND" ON EVENTBRITE




Results for
16" March 2022

(02) (o0)(20) (o0

No €14,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Jolanta Zadora Online Lotto
Jacinta McCormack 10 Online Lotto
Roseanne Lee Kelly Match 3s Mary Doran
Kate & Tom Bonham €100 Lotto Gift
PJ Cahill aach Anne Brennan
Stephen Maguire M Maguire
Keith Campbell Flanagans Foodstore
Frank Maorrissey Next Anthony Preston
Peg Russell Week’s David Tobin
David Bracken M Farrell

Jackpot

is
€15,000
Play PARISH

Follow Us % @portiaciseparis
& Like Us opﬂrtlauisaparishlauis

£

LEOLOO

OMLINE
www . portlaoiseparish.ie

~HAPPY_ Join us live on Facebook every
2/ . Thursday evening at 5pm for our
4 hursd i f
5\'_/ RS parish lotto draw
DAY

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at

Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new

ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Theodore Tomasik SVD
Tel: 057 8622301

1 Deacon Eugene Keyes
PO Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Qutside office hutirs

In eme en on
Tel: ﬂ!‘rr?g BE?lEB-I

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can be
viewed on our website and Church Porches,
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Mick Daly dip@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @ portlaoiseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church
are live streamed www.portlaciseparish.ie
(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 B600119)
[ ]
lin
U

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
liamto 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




wih Greenfeet.
you CAN have beauﬁﬁ.d

Greenfeet. kaAWN

L “We arr_e a spedialist lawn care company hﬁﬁghg the skills and experience of green keeping to the home owner

GREENFEET ROBOTICS MOWING SOLUTIONS

GREENFEET ROBOTICS
SALES « SERVICE - REPAIRS AND INSTALLATIONS
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