. PORTLAOISE ) Third Sunday
PARISH
of Advent

p What a great Christmas present for the people of Portlaocise

| and surrounding area. Congratulations and well done to all
% 11th December 2022 who worked hard over the years to save our Hospital.
- We owe you!

The future of Portlacise Hospital is secure!

Five years to the day from the “Light for Lives® rally that took thousands of people onto the streets

of Portlaoise to protest against leaked HSE plans to downgrade the Hospital, members of the Portlagise Hospital
Actlon Committee (PHAC) were on hand to hear Minister for Health, Stephen Dannelly T.0. confirm that those plans
had been shelved. Furthermore the Minister was there to announce a £14M development of a new Respiratory
Assessment Lnit, an extension to the exsting Paediatric Unit as well as additional healthcare accammodation over
two floors, office space and a re-designed foyer/reception area

PHAC are satisfied that free years of campaigning hiave paid off in securing this vital service for Portlaoise, Laois and
the Hogpital's wider hinterland.

The Committee would like to acknowledge the whole-hearted support from the Public from the off, allied to the
expmplary work and commitment of the 5taff of the Hospital = especially during the pandemic = Dr. John
Connaughton and his Team on the Medical side and Michael Knowles (recently retired] on the Management side,
that enabled the case for the retention of services at the haspital to be made,

The guidance, advice and support from the bocal GP community bead by Doctors Sean Flermning, Michelle Byrne, Gerry
White, Sean Montague as well as Consultant Paediatrician Dr. Paul Gallagher and Professor John Patrick Browne
from the School of Public Health at UCC enabled the Committes to produce its own Stakeholders Report on the
Hospital which was authored by Richard Moore of MComm Communications. This report was central to the
Committee's ability to put forward a strong case fior the promotion of the Hospital and the retention of its critical
SETvices,

Our local medea, print, radio and social were instrumental in our being able to make our case and keeping it to the
forefromt of Regional and Mational debate.

Finally, the honest endeavours of our Local Representatives also needs to be acknowledged. From all sides of the
divide their commitment to the cause was genuine and their support unwavering. Cur thanks to Deputy Brian
Stanley for ‘unearthing’ the infamous Susan OFRedlly Report in time for us to thwart its implementation and to
Minister for State Sean Fleming for securing the support of Minister Donnelly and finally delivering for the Midlands
Reglonal Hospital Portlactse the future it so richly deserves.

Portlaopise Hospital Action Committes; Tommy Temmaons, Chairman, John Hanniffy, Secretary, Sam Warren, ACTing
PRO. Committee Members; Harry Allen, Dick Sides, Ted Squire, Eimear Holland, Dom Dunne, Belenie Drumm,

Stephen MoGinn, Shane Dunne, Austin Stack, Ekaine Dunne & Michael Scully,

Johin Hanndffy, Secretary.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilke Us) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/ portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



‘ Come, Lord Jesus

Pope Francis’
Prayer Intention for
December 2022
Volunteering.

In our busy lives, volunteering can i /

feel like something that is just too v/
difficult to fit in. But if we all made a k +i

small amount of time each month to

volunteer for a charitable cause, the world would
cbviously be a much better place. This month Pope
Francis tells us, "Being a volunteer who helps others
is a choice that makes us free; it opens us to other
people’s needs — to the demands of justice, to the
defence of the poor, to the care of creation. It means
being artisans of mercy: with our hands, with our
eyes, with our attentive ears, with our closeness.”

This month Pope Francis invites us to join in his
praver, “...That volunteer not-for-profit and human
development organizations may find people willing to
common good and
international

commit themselves to the
ceaselessly seek out new paths of
cooperation.”

Today we welcome Bishop Denis,
and wish him a Happy Christmas.
Celebrant of our 9.30am Mass at the
Heath and 12.30pm in the Parish Church

Gaudete Sunday

BN Gaudete Sunday is the
M third Sunday of Advent.
i The Latin Gaudete s
translated as Rejoice, the
first word of the introit.
The reference to joy,
hope and optimism are dominant at this point in
Advent.

The lesson we can take from this is that Christians
cught to be the most hopeful and cheerful of people,
bringing both joy and peace into their homes and
families, workplaces, and social circles. If you cant
feel cheerful to order, use the opportunity to work out

which parts of your life fill you with the most |

optimism.

Lord of Joy

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL'S CHURCH
Monday - Thursday
7.30am & 10am
Friday & Saturday
7am (Christmas Novena)
& 10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH

Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA

Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS
Saturday
After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass,

See our Christmas Timetable on page 19

Christmas Collection

for the support of the Priests.

The Christmas Collection for the Clergy will
be held at all Masses on Christmas Day.

Envelopes are in the Development Boxes
or you can pick up an Envelope in Church
porches.

Our Lady of Guadalupe
Monday 12th December

The shrine of Our Lady of
Guadalupe, near Mexico City, is
one of the most celebrated
places of pilgrimage in North
America. On December 9, 1531, §
the Blessed Virgin Mary
appeared to an Indian convert, |
Juan Diego, and left with him a
picture of herself impressed
upon his cloak. Devotion to Mary
under this title has continually increased, and
today she is the Patroness of the Americas.

:_;%i We welcome into our Parish Community

; '—:’ Cillian Michael O'Shea, Church Avenue
lob Cashel Morga, Clonroosk Abbey

Who was baptised last weekend.

|




Mulhall

AUDIOLOGIST © N
HEARING AID
Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.AA.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

(2H+ Jpeers e 'rJn: mence wilh Proale &

Public Sector)

Camprehensive Hearing Assessmernt

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. {incl. postal service)
Ear Wax Remeval Service

In Attendance

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timakhoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

TRSTRIT SAFETY MEASIFRES IM PLACE, IM LINE WATH ADNWICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®®

MULHALL MEATS

= 1_\,""I.|"IL|\ IED ":"-h E

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
| Slrlom Steak

s Butcher Counter-is Open

Vithin Mulhall's SuperV:

n-Sar 7.30am-9pm, Sund:

ery Sunday %ami - Spm
I T

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.
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| GAROLLA

EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING

2 REMOTE CONTROLS

ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION
FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR
AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL LS TODAY Oh:

05 785 03869

Garolla garage doors are expartly made to

measure inour cwn factories, they're strong

ond solidly built. The electric Garolla door rolls

up vertically, taking up enly B Inches inside
maximising valuabila

your garage, maximising EpacE, . -

www.garolla.ie

e walicd for cpenings U bo 2.4 wicks i including 2 remots-controly, SSmm. witke satx, it romenl cve micn,




RAMPS & RAILS

T H E H O M

We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of
movement and steel handrails to provide safe

9';

access for everyone
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Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
) live life physically well
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C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Taylor & Conroy
Orthotics and Insoles

COMROY
ORTHOTICS

« No long waiting lists to be assessed.

» Qualified practitioners with over 20 years
experience.

Irish-made Orthotics.

Relieving pain.

Improving mechanics and posture.

Preventing issues associated with flat feet and
high arches.

ﬁmscripﬁun
Orthotics for
Daywear and Sportswear

:[ aclimarisel.

Sales Accessories Repairs

Join Our
CHRISTMAS CLUB
Today!

Call In-Store Today
For More Info

& techmarket ie &3 085 233 3220




OPEN SUNDAY 11th 12 to 6
OPEN ONLINE 24 Hours

Fitbit Ace 3 Dimplex Club Stove
Kids Fitness Tracker Was € 399.99
NOW ONLY € 59.99 NOW ONLY € 199.99

LG 32” Smart TV Shark 1Z201UK
Was € 299.99 Was € 419.99
NOW ONLY € 239.99 NOW ONLY € 219.99

KEA LEW BUSINESS PARK, PORTLAOISE.

TEL - 057 8660601 wwwexpertiaoisie 3 [




Clir
Catherine

Fitzgerald

Working in the Community for the Community
Portlacise/Abbeylaix Municipal District

Contact me on

rre rervatiean Rty ofjtzgerald@laoiscoco.ie

WATER SOFTENERS

Irom Filters, Ultra Violet Filters (For Bacteria Control)
Complete Home and Industrial Water Trestment Svsiems

Sales & Service

Logcal uulhnnh Grants mullubli: to bring individual private well supplies up
Sta dwelling is at least 7 vears uld
P 0 mRaing water supplies)

AQUA TREATMENT

Dromadoon, Meountrath Rd., Portlasise | www._aguoat reatment. ie
Tel: D57-8622400 / 8662525 / 087-2580318

CENTREPOINT CARPETS LTD

KYLEKIPROE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TIMAHOE RD. PORTLADISE, CO. LAQIS
SITUATED BETWEEN LIAM FITZPATRICK TYRES AND MCDONALDS

Phone/Fax; 057-8620792 | E-mail; centrepointcarpets @gmail.com
We are Suppliers of -

* Carpets * Vinyls * Wood Flooring * Rugs * Blinds
* Mattresses * Beds * Bedroom Furniture #* Pillows

DOM DUNNE
086 8312034

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid. —
Every Wednesday, 10.45am-12.45pm

- in the Parish Centre, Portlaocise, where we are very
* NEED HOME HEATING OIL: well looked after. Don't let the fancy title put you off!
- NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? We are just an ordinary group of people who love a

good book and enjoy lively discussion.

Call Sean Smjrth 086-3561669 Come along and join us




Free €500
SuperValu Gift Card
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KIA Order any 231 Kia before December 23rd

Movement that inspires and get a FREE €500 SuperValu Gift Card.

Discover the all-new Sportage at Downey’s Kia

Discover one of Ireland’s most popular 5UV's, the all-new Sportage. Low on

emissions and big on choice, the Sportage is available in a variety of powertrains : )

including Diesel Mild-Hybrid, Hybrid and Plug-in Hybrid. Explore the Kia 231 offers Dublin Road, Portlaoise,

with finance from 2.9%2: APR, a €500 SuperValu Gift Card on all models ordered Co Laois

before December 23 d a Free Home ChargePoint installation with Energia for all Tel: 057 8622048

EV and PHEV customers. Find out more at Downey’s Kia. Email: sales@downeys.ie
www.downeys.ie

T, |
|

YEAR WARRANTY |

IQUALITY REDEFRID J




will take place at
KWS COMPLEX

TIMAHOE RD. PORTLAOISE

Friday 2™ to Saturday 3" Dec.
1lam-4pm
Sunday 4" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm
Thursday 8" to Saturday 10" Dec.

o | L E A T TR 1lam-4pm
« Reflexology - Reflexology for llulllllilll Sunda 11”" D 2om-4:30
« Facial Reflexology - Life Coaching with RIS T o Ll
Neuroscience - Indian Head Massaoe Thursday 15 to Saturday 17" Dec.
1 hr Combinotion Treotments. Pick 2 mmantsﬁ-mmﬂ fist below: 1 la m_|4 m
Facial Reftexology - Reflexlogy - Inian Head Massage - Reiki E

_ Sunday 18" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm | |
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Peppers Lane Portlaoise

We generously donate to hospice care
locally and have done so continuously since
our shop opened!

We are now in need of furniture:
Beds, wardrobes, dressing tables, bedside
lockers, tables, chairs etc.

Ladies, gents and children’s clothing & all e
types of bric-a-brac L

Your gift helps to make people’s lives more NIGHTS OUT
SUIDER EXPERIEMCES
comfortable

Our gift helps hospice care

We can collect on request at your
convenience

Contact Kevin: 0879586057
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NEW LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES THIS JANUARY

BUSINESS

STARTING WEEK COMMENCING 16TH JANUARY
2023 FOR 13 WEEKS

HEALTH/SOCIAL CARE

STARTING 10TH JANUARY 2023 FOR 14 WEEKS

LEVEL 5 INTELLECTUAL

LEVEL 5 ACCOUNTING ~ MONDAY 11:00 - 15:30 DISABILITY STUDIES TUESDAY 09:00 - 13:00
WEDNESDAY  13:30 - 15:30
s S & FNDAY 11:00 - 13:00 C O M p U T E R S
LEVEL S BUSINESS WEDNESDAY  11:00 - 13:00 STARTING 19TH JANUARY 2023 FOR 13 WEEKS
ADMINISTRATION & THURSDAY  13:30 - 15:30
LEVEL 4 WORD PROCESSING THURSDAY  09:00 - 12:00
LEVEL 6 APPLIED TUESDAY 09:00 - 11:00
ECONOMICS & FRIDAY 10:00 - 13:00 E V E N I N G C LAS S
LEVEL 6 FINANCE WEDNESDAY  10:00 - 15:30
STARTING 18TH JANUARY 2023 FOR 13 WEEKS
LEVEL 6 BUSINESS MONDAY 11:00 - 13:00 P
MANAGEMENT & TUESDAY 11:00 - 13:00 LEVEL 3 INTERNET SKILLS  WEDNESDAY 18:30 - 21:00
{0 | Rialeas na hfireann CLASSES ARE HELD IN THE ABBEYLEIX FURTHER

Government of Ireland

4/

Cotended by the
furopean Urion

W N

wuuid hke to ‘Iake this ¢ F"“""mt
y t

EDUCATION AND TRAINING CENTRE R32 TX30

;mh all our custnmers and
everyone a Happy, Safe

Gl"ét and Peaceful Christmas

Have a lot of moss in your lawn, don't hesitate
to contact us for a free consultation

Check out the Christmas range on
our greenfeet shop www.greenfeetshop.com

GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE

DCLLU
AbE |
o=
00
SPOR .
ER BOOS
APPLY BEFORE 2ND JANUARY

PHONE: 057 8731127
ABBEYLEIXFET@LOETB.IE




(’ MO(HUA PRINT & DESIGN

I YOURSELF NOTICED

» Graphic Design « Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 . 045 433569
mochuaprint.ie O000B®

St. Vincent de Paul

St Vincent de Paul Portlaoise are preparing for an extremely busy period
in the run up to Christmas. Our volunteers will be working with families
who strive to make Christmas a happy and joyful time for their families.
However, with the Energy crisis, families are finding it very difficult to
cope with the rising costs of food, heat, rent, education and clothing costs. Our team
has been working with families who struggle weekly and we assist, encourage and guide
families in a confidential manner.

All donations are gratefully appreciated and are used in our local community in
Portlacise, we would appreciate if you would support our upcoming St. Vincent de Paul
Church gate collection this weekend;

Saturday 10" of December and Sunday 11" of December 2022

We cannot express enough, how much we appreciate your continued support, without
your assistance our work would be impossible. Your donation will be vital in helping us
succeed, and will make an incredible difference to people’s lives.

You can also use the St. Vincent de Paul donation Box in the Parish Church.

You can donate by post to St. Vincent de Paul, Ozanam House,
No. 1 Dublin Road, Portlaoise.

You can donate online (AIB Portlaoise) using our IBAN number:
IE73AIBK93327917987070

You can tap a donation on the credit card machine in our SVP shop.




EGANS ¢ieor your loved ones in
the right direction!

with
ﬁﬁ;‘ﬁfﬁgg Egan’s School of Motoring

Gift Vouchers
Available

The Ideal Gift for;
¢ Christmas

« Birthdays

e All Occasions

GIFT

VOUCHER

M: 087 615 8761

School Runs
Airport Shuttle
Hen and Stag Parties

e —

We would like to wish all our Customers, past and
present, a Happy Christmas & Prosperous New Year

Sporting Events and Concerts

Tours
Work Events
Bingo Runs

(@ @bowesminibus “ {@bowesminibusservice

SHANAHOE A
COMMUNITY HALL g

-H‘

(/_{'ﬁ .f_mwg r:/ <

will run the EuroMillions -
syndicate once again

~ €100 annual ticket I @/Z ?{Jﬁ’([d @[{"?@éﬁ

~ Entry for both weekly draws SUNDAY, 18TH OF [*H “” ER,.7PM *
AUl ECCUILEIUEC NI ST PETER & PAUL'S CHILDREN'S CHOIR
including Lotto plus
~ only 100 tickets available
~ all winnings pooled
~syndicate starts on January 372023

FEMALE ADuLT CHOIR

Tickets can be purchased from

any committee member

This is a fundraiser syndicate

T&C available on request
shanahoecommunityhall@gmail.com

@?@ | i Directed by Sarah Ir.:_.u W o

4




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

= Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

= Window and Door draught proofing
= Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

FUEL FOR SALE

5 large net bags Logs €20
Kindling bags €2.50 per bag
Orders over €60 receive two

bags of kindling free

Car Trailer loads available.

Free delivery to suit. Tel.

Fintan 087-7645855

CLARE’'S
DOG GROOMING
SERVICE

Christmas appointments
Available. New location;
Church View, Stradbally Rd.
Portlacise. Tel.

089-4890869

ERAWAN

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaocise
Open 7 Days

1lam-/pm

083-0988602

g;: DOOGUE’'S BAR
=Y RAHEEN
Food & Entertainment.
Sacial Dancing every Sunday
night 8.30pm-11pm.

11*" December

Music by Michael Cahill
057-8757802

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Pawer Flushing of Heating Systems

Remaving all the okd sludge and water that has built up
in-your radiators and boidlers over the yaars with dean
water and [nhibitars to reduce fual bills and save money.

Ballyfin, Portlfaoise. Call:

086-3758503

HOUSE CLEANER
AVAILABLE
Experienced house cleaner
with high work ethic
available now. References
available if needed!
Call Jolanta
085-1303203

MILLERS

HOME & GARDEN

MILLERS
HOME AND GARDEN
Dublin Road, Portlaoise

Natural Christmas Trees
only €40.00, all sizes.
Free local delivery if needed.
Stands also available.

057-8667794

JY Y

DAVE CUNNINGHAM J( &
CARPENTRY SERVICES f
Registered and fully insured \
Budget Kitchens £€€€ at afferdable prices
to sult everyone, Slide robas, Panel work,

Fartitions and wainscoting.
Qutdoar pergalas with twin wall clear roof,
Renovations undertaken with all trades
awvailable.
Call Dave 086-8209640
davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

All Scrap Metal; Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Tuesday 13" December in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners, Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome.

FRENCH GRINDS
Leaving and Junior Cert French Grinds
with a B.A. French Graduate [(NUIG)
in person or on-line, Get help with
oral, listening, written and reading
comprehensions; post exam papers,
marking schemes, specialised high
guality notes and how to secure a H1.

Contact 085-1064763 or
email laur.c321@gmail.com

CARER AVAILABLE
Affordable Live-in Homecare
provides live-in carers for the
elderly in your area. If you are
looking for a live-in carer for
your relative, please call Eileen
or Tom today on 087 991 6791
or 087 744 0729. Our website

is www.alhomecare.ie




CHILDMINDER WANTED
from January 2023
For three days per week in
Portlacise area, to mind
6-month-old baby.
Flexibility available in relation to
what days child is minded.
Must be in childminder's own

Seeking Part Time Work
8am-6pm
15 years cleaning experience
Ground maintenance and
van driving.
Also diploma in operating a
cleaning business.

THE HEATH GOLF CLUB

r | rn X
Sponsored by: Dunkeen OFf

home. Contact;
087-6138565 Sean 083-3025512
ANNA'S DRIVING
& i WOOD PELLETS

RSA Registered ADI

FOR SALE

We are holding a golf tournament
beginning 16" December.

W Driving Lessons

Just starting off or almost there?
Call Anna 089-4675353
Drive for Life!
Christmas Promotion
on Now!!

15KG

1 TONNE BAGS

085-2148662

Semi opened to members of all
Laois Clubs. The tournament will
involve &6 to 8 weeks golf.
For more information tel.
Office number 057-8646533
Or 087-9352243

BAGS

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla
087-2068972 | {) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle
stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement

We meet every Wednesday afternoon at 3pm in the Parish
Centre. New members always welcome.

12" December - Bowls in S5t. Mary's Sports Hall, 3pm.
14" December - Our Christmas party in the Parish
Centre at 2pm, open to all members, cost €10 per person
subsidised by the club, names and money to be given
immediately. Dinner in foyer, music and entertainment up
stairs 4pm to 6pm - enjoy.

15" December - Open Day in the library at 11am with
Christmas Carols, meeting at 10.45am, come and join in
the fun. Also on Thursday, cards in Sue Ryder at 3pm.

For more details contact PRO Sheila at 0876204617,
Portlacise Toastmasters met Monday 28" November,
at Kavanaghs Bar and Venue, Main Street, Portlaoise and
what an entertaining night it was! Our next meeting is
Monday 12" December at 8pm in Kavanaghs Bar and
Venue, with a Christmassy theme so you are encouraged
to wear something festive! If you have any questions
about Toastmasters please tel. Martina 087-2358095 or
e-mail toastmastersportlacise@gmail.com.
Portlacise Church Gate Collection im aid of PATH
Portlacise Action to Homelessness, will be held on the
17"¢18" December, Your generosity would be very much
appreciated.

St. Vincent de Paul Abbeyleix Annual Christmas
Collection will take place this weekend 10"/11™ Dec. at
all Masses in Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Shanahoe, Raheen,
kKnock and Ballinakill.

CEII'OI i "r-l:;'d"-fr-'} e o J:I_'r_zr S For
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(ﬁﬁ{ednesda iy 14 December at 7:30pm
' In St. Fintan'’s Church, Ballyfin
;ﬁ, All are welcome

Community Notices
Results of Whist Drive held in Portlaoise Parish

Centre on Tuesday 6™ December:

Top Score: Kitt Farrell R
1*Lady: B.OB. @ |
2™ | ady: Betty Srahan e { r 1 1
1* Gent: Austin Kavanagh \ @ >
2" Gent: Mary Delaney PLE
1% Half:  Frances Gleeson :

2™ Half: Tom Dunne

13 Tricks; Betty Srahan and Kitt Farrell

Raffle: 1* Betty Murphy 2" Angela Dunne

3™ Ann Dunne 4™ Angela Dunne
5™ B, Fitzpatrick 6™ A.M. Farrell
Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues
every Tuesday in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm.
Clonad Whist Results;
Top Score: Austin Kavanagh

1*Lady: Breda Coocley
2™ Lady: Mary Delanay
1¥ Gent; P, Stevenson
2™ Gent: Tom Dunne

Raffle Winners; M. Delaney, T. Dunne, B. Cooley
Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist every Friday
night at 8pm. Newcomers welcome.

Laois/Offaly Hearing Voices Group; 3™ Wednesday of
the month, 14" December, 2:30-3:30pm in Portlacise
Parish Centre. All are welcome, for more info. Contact;
Louwise 086-0671658, David 087-4108480 or JoehAnn
086-8195175.

GROW weekly meetings take place on Thursdays at 7pm
in Portlacise Parish Centre. For details contact Michelle
086-4183805.

Accord Portlacise are open for Relationship Counselling
at the Parish Centre, Portlacise. Counselling is completely
confidential, all counsellors are fully trained.

For further info, please contact Mary at 086-4149034 or
email accordportlacise@gmail.com

Religious Notic

Join with us to pray the Rosary via Portlacise Parish
webcam daily at 9:30am, 7pm, 9:30pm.

Rosary will be prayed at the Grotto after evening Mass on
the First Friday of every month.
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The Gift That Jesus Brings

81:0::!&(_ In the Gospel today we learn that John, even though he was in prison,
1*0 . was hearing about all the wonderful things Jesus was doing. He sent
a message to Jesus by some of his friends. "Ask Jesus if he is the
Messiah we have been expecting, or should we continue to watch for
someone else?"
When they asked Jesus that question, he answered, "Go back to John and tell him about
the things you hear and see: The blind can see. The crippled can walk. People with
harmful skin diseases are healed. The deaf can hear. The dead are raised to life. And the
Good News is told to the poor.”
If you were blind, what better gift could you receive than to be able to see? If you were
crippled, what better gift could you receive than to be able to walk? If you were dead,
what better gift could you receive than the gift of life? Jesus is God's gift to us. Jesus
came to earth to give us life -- eternal life! What a gift!

Dear God, thank You for Jesus! We know that every good gift
we receive comes from you and the greatest gift is eternal life
brought down to us through your Son. Father, we thank you.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Third Sunday of Advent also known as Gaudete Sunday

The term Gaudete refers to the first word of the
Entrance Antiphon, "Rejoice". You can see
this word in Sunday’s missalette or on our
screen in the Parish Church at the
beginning of Mass.

Rose vestments can be worn
to emphasise our joy that
Christmas is near, and we also light
the rose candle on our Advent wreath.




THE GIFTS THAT
JESUS BRINGS {

Complete the paragraph by filling in the blanks with the
correct words from the word bank at the bottom of the
story.

When John heard in what Christ was doing, he

sent his disciples to ask him, “Are you the one who was to
come, or should we expect someone else?”

replied, "Go back and report to John what

you hear and see: The blind receive , the

lame . those who have leprosy are ’

the deaf ; the are raised, '1
and the is preached to the ___

Blessed is the man who does not fall away on account of me.”

cured good Jesus poor sight
dead hear news prison walk

ALTAR SERVE S

To show our appreciation to all our Altar
Servers for their hard work, we are
holding a Christmas Movie and party in O
the Parish Centre after school on "‘-'-i
Wednesday 21st December. Children can <
be collected from the Parish Centre at
3pm. Please let us know if you can come.




Time moves by wvery quickly. Where has 2022 gone? I
sincerely pray that the Lord's rich blessing will be given to
yvou and your families this Christmas. Christmas, is a time
when we share gifts with one another. However, wisdom
reminds us that the greatest gifts we all have aren't
necessarily wrapped up, or purchased but essentially are
that which provides meaning and purpose in our lives.
Health, family, friendship, shelter and love. These are the
gifts we all cherish and value in life.

Generosity is a wonderful gift. To have a big heart is a
blessing that is to be open and compassionate in love to
the needs of others. Generosity Is contagious and
beneficial. Fact..The maore we give the more we receive.
Generosity is measured in our ability to engage and be
present to the needs of others. It is also very important to
be generous to ourselves., The more I care for myself the
greater 1 can care for others... Christmas is a celebration of
generosity. God's love is so overwhelming that he
embraced our human vulnerability and became one of us.
A birth that evoked generosity from shepherds to wise
men. May we all be blessed with generous hearts this
Christmas.

How much does a prayer weigh?

Annabelle, a poorly dressed lady with a look of defeat on
her face, walked into a grocery store. She approached the
owner of the store in a most humble manner and asked if
he would let her charge a few groceries, She softly
explained that her husband was wvery ill and unable to
waork, they had seven children and they needed food. John
Longhouse, the grocer, scoffed at her and requested that
she leave his store, Visualising the family needs, she said;
"Please, sir! I will bring you the money just as soon as [
can." John told her he could not give her credit, as she did
not have a charge account at his store. Standing
beside the counter was a customer who owverheard the
conversation between the two. The customer walked
forward and told the grocer that he would stand good far
whatever she needed for her family. The grocer said in a
very reluctant voice, "Do you have a grocery list?" Louise
replied, "Yes sir". "0.K." he said, "put your grocery list on
the scales and whatever your grocery list weighs, T will
give you that ameount in groceres.” Louise, hesitated a
moment with a bowed head, then she reached into
her purse and took out a piece of paper and scribbled
something on it. She then laid the piece of paper on the
scale carefully with her head still bowed, The eyes of the
grocer and the customer showed amazement when the
scales went down and stayed down. The grocer, staring at
the scales, turmmed slowly to the customer and said
begrudgingly, "I can't believe it." The customer smiled and
the grocer started putting the groceries on the other side
of the scales. The scale did not balance so he continued to
put more and more groceries on them until the scales

Time to Think!

The Gift of Generosity this Christmas

The spirit of

Christmas is
the spirit of
generosity.

would hold no more. The grocer stood there in utter
disgust. Finally, he grabbed the piece of paper from the
scales and looked at it with greater amazement. It was not
a grocery list, it was a prayer which said: "Dear Lord, you
know my needs and I am leaving this in your hands." The
grocer gave her the groceries that he had gathered and
stood in stunned silence. Louise thanked him and left the
store. The customer handed a fifty-euro note to the grocer
and said, "It was worth every penny of it." It was some
time later that the grocer discovered the scales were
broken; therefore, only God knows how much a prayer
weighs.

A Christmas Prayer

Little baby lesus was borm upon this day,
Lying in a manger, laid upon soft hay,
His mother Mary cared for him,

His dad Joseph felt proud,

To be given such a precious boy,
They felt safe within God's plans,
Shepherds came to greet him,

Wise men carried gifts,

And gave them to the baby,

They knew he would be king,

So we too on Christmas day,

Come to worship him,

And celebrate, with love and hope,
To play and laugh and sing,

We love the lights upon the tree,
The presents and the food,

We share this special time together,
And say our God is good,

So good he sent us Jesus,

To walk and shine the way,

For us all to follow him,

Into a Heavenly day.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 27,400 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles
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-..inn us as we enter a period of profound preparation for
- ’L Ghnstmas at 7am from the 16th-24th December

. L The Masses will bé celebrated by candlelight, this is
-/ tradntionqlly called a Rorate Mass, and links our
A . 2 preparatlon to that of the Virgin Mother.
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" CHRISTMAS NOVENA
FRIDAY 16t TO SATURDAY 24t DECEMBER
Mass at 7am every evening.
CAROL SERVICE
Children’s Choir Carol Sgrvice - E‘;unday 18 December Parish Church 7pm
Parish Carol Service - Tuesday 20" December Parish Church 8pm
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (PENITENTIAL SERVICE)
Thursday 22nd December Parish Church 7.30pm
CONFESSIONS

Friday 23 December Pariste Church after 10.00am Mass to 1pm
Saturday 24t December Parish Church after 10.00am Mass to 1pm

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS TIMES

Portlaojse Parish Church Children’s Mass
(mainly aimed at those who have not yet received 15t Communion) 4.00pm
& Children’'s Mass 6pm '
Parish, Church Our Midnight Mass 9pm
Parish Church Polish Mass 10.30pm

. CHRISTMAS DAY MASS TIMES

Parish Church B.S{Jam,' 10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm |
The Heath 9.30am
Ratheniska 10am

MONDAY 26t DECEMBER TO FRIDAY 6t JANUARY (THE EPIPHANY
SATURDAY 31st DECEMBER" OF THE LORD)
Parish Church 10am 7.30pm (vigil Thursday), 8.30am, 10am,
SUNDAY 1st JANUARY (MARY, THE . 12.30pm & 7.30pm
HOLY MOTHER OF GOD) : The Heath: 9.30am:
Parish Church 5pm (vigil), 6.30pm (vigil), Ratheniska: 10am
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm ; - ..
The Heath 9.30am
Ratheniska 10am : a¥ba
'MONDAY 2n¢ JANUARY to THURSDAY m
5th JANUARY =

Parish Church 10am

11
Portla&:ise

P'ARISH l

 Masses will reumhe as normal from Saturday 7t January
i Al dur upfm illc:te Mags Titmed tan be accessledlonmur websaté I
Wvw. nortlamsenarﬁhl



' THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

L, . .;.!P Mick Sherlock
Tr:-‘-ﬁ . Eyne

Portlaocise
'r Michael Kerry
- Cois Na Habhainn

Greenmill Lane
Portlacise

(1} A £l (1 (1} bk

(1}

Kathleen T. Kavanagh

Hawthorn Drive
Portlaoise

Mary Ellen Cahill
née Griffin

Kylevalley, Stradbally

(1]

Ann Rochford
née Whelan
Clonsaughey, Mountmellick and
former teacher Scoil Chriost Ri

Kathleen Delaney
née Bracken
Ballinakill

William (Willie) Delaney
Ballinakill

(1}

Julie Ann Doyle née Kelly
Rathmoyle, Abbeyleix

Liam O’ Mahoney
Mountrath Road, Abbeyleix

(1]

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.
A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death nofice at www porllaciseparish iefdeathnotices

[ ]
OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR ?
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In Loving Memory of ?
JOHN and MARY ROCHE

Mountrath Rd., Portlavise,
John's 4" Anniversary occurs 18" Decernber 2022
Mary's 1% Anniversary occurs 9" January 2023

L1}
L1y L)

L1

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter &
Paul’s Parish Church, on
Saturday 17" December
at 5pm.

WL

WL

WL

‘ | hide my tears when | say
your name,
But the pain in my heart is still the same,
Though | smile and seem carefree,
There is no one who misses you more than me.
Your presence | miss, your memory | freasure,
Laving you always, forgetting you never.

TF

1

WL

WL

Sadly missed and always remembered by their sons,
daughters, grandchildren, sons-in-laws, daughters-in-law,
great-grandchildren and extended family.

CMay Chey Rest in Rece
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In Loving Memory of
DENIS BOWE

7 Ashley Gardens, Portlaoise.
6" Anniversary occurs 16" December 2022
., | Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
’ Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
sunday 18™ December at 10am.

"

b

ir

Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure,
Loving you always
Forgetting you never.

L1y

LLJ

Sadly missed by your wife Margaret, daughter Yvonne

sons Denis and David, grandchildren, sisters, brother,
and extended family.

CMay Denis Rest in Reace

LLJ

Ll
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In Loving Memory of &
MARGARET (MAG)
CONROY

L

Died 14/12/2021 aged 70
1t Anniversary occurs at this time.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Wednesday 14" December at 10am.

L

(L]

"

Sadly missed, loved and remembered
by Jimmy, Theresa, Paul & Andrew.

CMay Mag Rest in Reave

"
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? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of
TOMMY SKELLY
St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
Died 12 November 2022

= The family of the late Tommy
o Skelly would like to express
<«  a heartfelt thank you to all
— who supported us through
+ = the most difficult time.
While Tommy's passing was
sudden and unexpected,
we felt so much love and
care from family, friends,
colleagues and neighbours.
We would like to thank the staff of the Regional
Midlands hospital Portlaoise and Dr. Gerald
White for the care they gave to Tommy
throughout his illness. Thank you to the
ambulance personnel who attended to Tommy
at home on November 121,
A very special thank you to Fr. David Vard who
presided over the requiem Mass along with
Msgr. John Byrne and Fr. Cyprian Matei.
Fr. Vard was especially comforting during this
difficult time and Tommy would look forward
to his monthly visits.
Thank you to Sarah Troy for the beautiful music
that enriched the ceremony.
A sincere thank you to Matthew Keegan and
David Goode, Funeral Directors, for their
professionalism and sensitivity in organising
Tommy's funeral and to the gravediggers who
prepared his final resting place with great care.
Thank you also to family and friends who
brought food to our home, sent condolences,
Mass cards and messages via RIP.ie and for also
granting us the privacy we needed to spend
time with Tommy in the days before the
funeral. This meant so much to us and we will
be forever grateful for the support and kindness
that you have shown us. As it is impossible to
thank everyone individually, please accept this
acknowledgement as a token of our sincere
appreciation and deepest gratitude.

Tommy's Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter and Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday, 10th December at 5pm.

Ar dheis % go raibh a anam

T 2 2 2 B i i 2 o B i e 2 B i i S

ROBERT O’ CONNOR

L{;Eurd and Forest Park, Portlaovise.
Anniversary occurs at this time,
Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish on Sunday
11" December at 12.30pm.
Time may hide a sadness, like a
smile can hide a tear,
But memories will last forever,
Of one we loved so dear,
Not just a memory or part of
the past, but ours to remember
as long as life lasts.
Sadly missed by Moammy, Daddy, Mark, Adrian, Liz
& family, Lorraine, Bernard & family.

CMay Robert Rest in Reace

? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of
ANGELA CLEARY née Colbert

37 Lakeglen, Portiaoise.
5t Birthday away from home occurs 119 December 2022,

To a loving Wife, cherished
Mother and adored Nanny

We think of vou in silence,

We often speak your name,
But all we have are memories and
your picture in a frame.

Your resting place we visit and put
Sflowers there with care,

But no one knows the heartache,
As we tum and leave yvou there

Sadly missed by vour loving hushand Tom, daughters
Stephanie, Tracey and Paula, grandchildren Craig, Ben,

Ryan, Roisin and Willow and great-granddaughter Grace.
Always in our hearts.
Rest in Beave Chilcom
% In Loving Memory of ?
: JOHN FITZPATRICK '
3 Ashfon Manor, Portlaoise, formerly Meelick.
3™ Anniversary occurs 19" December 2022.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Ehurch this Sunday 11t December at 11:15am.
We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name,
But all we have are memoaories and
your picture in a frame,
Your resting place we visit and put
flowers there with care,
But no one knows the heartache as
we turn and leave you there,

Sadly missed by his loving wife Josie and all the family.

CMay ~John Rest in Reace
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In loving memory of
JOHN-JOE CONROY
Carrick Hill, Portlaoise.
Died 24th December 2021.

John-Joe's wife and family wish to express our sincere
gratitude to all who sympathised with us on our sad
loss, and to all who sent Mass cards, messages of
condolences, phoned and attended Mass in person or
watched via the Parish WebCam. Thanks also for the
floral tributes, and to those who travelled long

¢ distances for John-Joe's funeral.

Our very sincere thanks to Fr. David Vard for visiting
the house and celebrating his requiem Mass and also to
Bishop John Kirby for celebrating and assisting at the
burial.

A special thanks to Nuala Kelly for her beautiful music and singing. We are truly
grateful to Matthew Keegan and David Goode, funeral directors for their professional
help and support, including JJ's reposing during Christmastide. Also to the grave
diggers, Brendan and Adrian, for preparing his final resting place with such care.

We are most thankful to all John-Joe's carers, especially Imelda and nurse Tina for
their great care and attention. Thanks also to the staff of the Regional Hospital
Portlaoise during his illness, including the palliative care staff for their care and
devotion.

We include also our thanks to Dr Booth and all the doctors and staff of the Cedar
Clinic and to Marcus and staff in Breslin's Pharmacy for their help over the years.
Thanks to all our extended family and John-Joe's work colleagues who always kept in
touch and our neighbours who lined the pathways in Carrick Hill as a tribute to
John-Joe on his final journey to the Church and burial.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, please accept this
acknowledgement as a token of our gratitude. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be
offered for your intentions.

John-Joe's 15t Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter and Paul’s
Parish Church, Portlaoise, Saturday 17 December at 6:30pm.

CMay ~John~Joe Rast in Reace
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T % In Loving Memory of ? In Loving Memory of
JAMES O’ REILLY MARY PATRICIA LALOR

Marian House, Dublin Rd., Portlaovise. 2
43" Anniversary occurs 10" December 2022 née Breen
Boley, .4bb€_] rleix.,
3" Anniversary occurs 13" December 2022.

A sudden call from God on high,
We had no chance to say goodbye,
Without farewell you fell asleep,
But memories of you, we will always keep.

From fias foving sons Martin and Jas, daughter
Eilzen, dauglters-in-laiw, sons-in-law,
grandchiildren and great-grandchildren

3™ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St Brigid's Church, Shanahoe, this Sunday
11" December at 12 noon.

DENIS (Dinny)
FITZPATRICK
I'am that little robin that sits upon a tree,

46 Liogard, Portlaoise. , : : -
14™ Anniversary occurs 13" December 2022 I sing to you E'ﬂ'_{'h mnrr?mtqr, but you don't know it's me,
We miss you from your I am that little fﬂbln in your garden every day,
il _ I will never leave you,
fireside chair, I will never fly away.

Your loving smile and
: Dearly missed by her husband Donal and family xx
gentle air, ;
Your vacant place, no one &“1’? i Em w
can fill,
We miss you Daddy and

always will.
JOE KERRY

He was a husband so very
rare, content in his home Late ?ﬁlr-f# " Moore Place, Portlavise,
. i Anniversary occurs
and always there, 12 December 2022

On Earth he toiled, in Heaven he rests, pon e
f nniversary Viass wi e celebrat n
God bless you Din, you were one of the best. Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on

Lovingly remembered by your wife Doreen, Monday 12" December at 10am.

children Ann, Tina, Jofin and Dor, sons-in-law,
daughter-in-law and grandchildren. Also remembering Our Nephew
. . N JOHN-PAUL MITCHELL
O{{@ the @Fd &12? .&Uﬁ'ﬁ?ﬂ‘i‘»’ hand W frim Whase Anniversary occurs af this time.

We wish we could see you one more time,
come walking through the door, but we
know that is impossible, we will hear your
vDICEs No mare.
We know you can feel our tears, and you don’t want us to cry,
yet our hearts are broken because we don’t understand why

In Loving Memory of

Our Brother

FERGUS BEERE

Clonkeen.
Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
in S5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Saturday 17% December at 6.30pm. you had to die.
‘We pray that God will give us strength and somehow get us

A sudden call from God on high,
We had no chance to say goodbye,
Without farewell you fell asleep,
But memorifes of you, we will always keep.

Sadly missed by his loving wife Ailish, family and friends.

Rest in Eﬁdﬁ@%@w

through, as we struggle with the heartache, that came when
we lost you,

Always loved and remembered by all their loving
family and friends.
CMay Chey Rt in Reace
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_;;_ In Loving Memory of ﬁ ,%} In Loving Memory ﬁ
" My Dear Sister FRANK DUNNE
ELIZABETH FLANAGAN Ballyfin and formerly St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.

7 Anniversary occurred 9" December 2022

["ée Wright) Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Late of Portlaoise and Stradbally. Parish Church, Saturday 10t December at 6:30pm.

15t Anniversary occurs 12'h December 2022. A loving husband and father so true,

No one on eanth we 'l find like you, 6
For us you always did your best,
God grant your souf etemal rest.

A smile for all
A heart of gold

The very best this world Loved and remembered by your loving 3
could hold. ‘ wife Kathleen and family.

These are the memories C&?ﬂ'{ 174 'Eﬁdm @9’&?!»{’ 1

yvou left behind. 3

Thinking of you In Loving Memory of
Elizabeth PAT DRENNAN

today and always. 59 The Green, Kifmuwfn!

st ! . th
From your sister I Anniversary occurs 16" December.

Margaret Anniversary Mass will be

celebrated in Holy Cross

(Rest in Eﬁg‘{,ﬁ o lizabeth ¥ Church, Ratheniska, at 10am [

on Sunday 18% December.

: ] Although we seem so far apart,
? h:i!;fl.ﬁiinﬂg gﬁ’,ﬂgg;’f ? : Y You're always here within our g-€g

5 ] sodd hearts.
onminam Rd. Portlacise : e
3] ed ves with jo
10th Anniversary occurs 14t December 2022 § You filled our lives with joy and

; : pleasure, A
Anniversary Mass will be v -
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's ou were fo us a precious treasure.

Parish Church on Wednesday A little while shall pass and then,

14t December at 10am. We'll see each other once again.
&= Will those who think of William Loved, remembered and held so dear,
today, a little prayer to Jesus say. In minds and hearts you're always here. e

Always remembered and never forgotten by
Rosemary and family.

Rest in Reave O illiam Rest in Reave " Rat

? In Loving Memory of ? The Final Deadline for receipt of
PATRICK SINNOTT ' Christmas Remembrances is

Ardlea, Mountrath
40" Anniversary occurs 18 December 2022 12 noon Frida y 16th December.
Mass will be celebrated in Raheen Church on p i ot ' .

Sat. 17t December at Tpm, for deceased Owing to print deadlines we will be unable |

members of the Sinnott and Holland family. to accept notices after this deadline.

We hold you close within our hearts and The first publication of 2023 will be for the
weekend of 8t January. All anniversaries 3
occurring between 25™ December and 8t

January will need to be included in the
Christmas edition.

T —

Sadly missed and forever loved by his loving wife Ann.

there you shall remain. To walk with us
throughout our lives until we meet again.

From vour loving wife Anne Sinnott
and family.

Reast in Peace Batrick

.00 0 . . .. A A
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+ KEEGAN'S ¥+ # OMOCHUAPRIHT DESIGN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise. fm- the p,,-,.ru; tribute card for your loved one
r hespake memarial cards.
Create u collage of images illustrating

J - the life af your loved one with our
expert Design Team,
i ‘; Al our Cards are individually desiened
. unigue keepsakes, with ne hidden charges

Contact Matthew Jor additional photos or images.
087-2549195 o Co Laok

057 86 34050

David 087-2369887 www.mochuaprintie

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS T Year

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise. RDSEI‘Y

|opposite the E.5.8. and Condell tractors) ; o L‘ b, ] I - At ThE
Contact;

057-8620567 . . - Grotto
PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢ .of . = S st

NIALL; L et New Years Eve, Dec. 31" at 8pm
086-2770095 pia Y :

Have a Blessed Candle lit and displayed
at the grotto for the sick, deceased, your

H intentions or in thanks giving.
iﬂfg’ﬁ-a%gﬁtre Your Candle will be lit from Spm on Dec.

31* until after midnight. (Rosary 8pm).
We supply an extensive range of headstones and

plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any Your donation for the Candle will goto
design Made 1o auier. Mary’s Hands in Medugorje run by Jacov
We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues ete. . . )
Sandblasting cleaning carried out. thE yuungest visionary, EI"ICI thE muallds,

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated. pilgrims and poor in our own SDCiEt‘y‘.

Cement top and wide range of chippings available.

We also supply and fit artificial grass. Candle bookings can be made through

We supply ceramic photos - single and double. : .
All grave work carried out to a high standard. the Sth in the Parish CEHtI’E, or b‘f

Please visit our new website www_portlacisestone.ie contacti ng any of the followi ng;
Anthony Egan 086-1993803

Paddy Connolly 087-2117174
John Egan 087-1254841
Michael Houlihan 087-9212028

Jimmy Shiels 087-6872633
Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Laois.

Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930 _A Ma.ss WTH gLobe F'ﬁ cled [ory uu.r
Bl Bifag dortiatiesions s intentions in Portlaoise & Medugorje.

R




LOOKING FOR THE

PERFECF GIFE
THIS CHRISTMAS?

PORTLAOISE PARISH
LOTTO GIFT VOUCHERS

NOW AVAILABLE

1/2 Year (26 draws) for only €50

Full Year (52 Draws) for only €100

Othertoetto voucher denominations also available

FURTHER DETAILS AT THE PARISH CENTRE

You may also join the parish lotto online at www.portlaoiseparish.ie

| HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL
~ School Enrolment 2023/24

Enrolment forms will be available from 5th to 26th January 2023
for the above school for Junior Infants.

Enrolment forms are available from:

Holy Family Junior School
Aughnaharna, Summerhill, Portiaoise
(057) 86 88224 or from our website: www.holyfamilyjs.ie

Please return Enrolment forms to the office along with
a copy of your Child's Birth Certificate.

date for applications is 26th Ja,ma,y 203

Closing

uarding

Safe

Children

The MNational Board for the Safeguarding of
Children in the Catholic Church in Ireland (the
Mational Board) will be commencing their review
of safeguarding practice in the Diocese of Kildare
and Leighlin on Dec 12", This review is to assess
the safeguarding practice in the Diocese against
the Catholic Church in Ireland’s current standards
as detailed in Safeguarding Children - Policy and
Standards for the Catholic Church in Ireland 2016

If you would like to know more about
safeguarding in your parish, please look at the
Safeguarding section on www.kandle.ie

If you ever wish to report a child or vulnerable
adult safeguarding concern, please contact the
Diocesan DLP on 085-8021633 or the statutory
authorities of the Gardai, TUSLA, HSE.




Results for
8" December 2022

(08)(24)(26) (3)

No €13,000 Jackpot Winner

PROMOTER
Rita Conroy
Pat Bowler

Portlaoise Parish

WINMNERS
Rita Conroy
Kathleen Peacock

MATCH 3s €1,000

Mick O’ Neill 7 Parish Centre
Marie Martin Match Kathleen Dunne
Greg & Shariff 3s Greg Keenan
Tommy Byrne Receive Nora Walsh
Declan Fitzpatrick E::: Declan Fitzpatrick

Play PARISH

VOO

Follow s s @PortlaciseParis
“OMLINE-

& Like Us ) vportlaciseparishlaois wewarportianiceparish.la
Next Week’s Jackpot is €14,000

Join us live on Facebook every Thursday evening
at 5pm for our parish lotto draw

Third Sunday of Advent

Psalm 145:6-10
Matthew 11:2-11

Isaiah 35:1-6, 10
James 5:7-10

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
 Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by chegue or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account

Portlacise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding

All safeguarding statements and policies can

viewed on our website and our Church Porches.

Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

M —~—— | |

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www. portlaciseparish.ie
|Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times
057 8600119)

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie
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25 YEARS

KEEPING YOU,

.

DUNKEEN OIL

Oil tank replacement service

Contact Marcus on 086 2904029
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Some useful tips for your oil tank:

Be sure to dip your oil tank and not let it run out to avoid air locks

Get your oil boiler serviced yearly

Always check your oil tank of signs of cracks, swelling or rust damage on metal tanks
Watch out for cracks on top of oil tank to prevent water from getting into your oil

Look out for oil tank foundations sinking or any movement of the base your oil tank
which may cause damage to your tank

Cut back ivy, trees or heavy shrubs to prevent damage to tank and allowing you to see
signs of weakness

If your concerned about any of the above, we offer a free tank inspection, and where
necessary we can suck out your oil and repace your tank to avoid loosing any oil or
causing any oil contamination. Don't take chances and replace damaged tanks!

Secure your oil tank with a lock (we can arrange locks for all tank lids)

Emergency contact number 7 days a week 057 86 62777

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




