PORTLAOISE )
PARISH Second Sunday

|i k of Advent

4th December 2022

Prepare a way for the Lord

A great response from singers and musicians seen here rehearsing for our Carol Service.
We look forward to it on Tuesday 20th December at 8pm in the Parish Church.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaoiseParis

E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie & Like \o fb.com/portlaoiseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaoiselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



' Come, Lord Jesus

Lord of Peace

Choose A New Direction

We embark on a diet and
the days of lettuce and low
calorie drinks loom
gloomily. We embark on §
a fitness regime and our
subconscious whispers, &
“Fifteen more minutes
under a warm duvet versus a jog round a freezing park ...
I know what I'd choose!” In today’s gospel, John the Baptist
preaches “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.”
The idea of ‘repentance’ fills us with about as much
excitement as a cold shower on a winter’s morning, but it
doesn’t have to be like that. Diets, fithess regimes and
repentance all have one thing in common .... we emerge as
new people as a result of choosing a new direction.
Repentance doesn’t mean throwing ourselves round in fits
of Catholic guilt, it simply means having a change of heart,
and becoming new and better individuals as a result. There
are areas in all our lives that can be improved or turned
around. The idea of repentance is actually quite exciting.
John’s Advent call for a change of heart is for each and
every one of us. We might think we are good enough as we
are, but that's probably how the Pharisees and Sadducees
in today’s reading also felt. True enough they turned up for
John’s baptism, but had they really turned up in a spirit of
repentance? John is clearly suspicious of their motivation,
and challenges them to prove their commitment. Declaring
our intention to change is all well and good, but our
commitment must also ‘bear fruit’ ... show results.

At this time of year, every year, we are asked to change our
lives. For the less optimistic amongst us, the idea reminds
us of new year resolutions; easily made, easily broken and
all a little bit pointless. John’s message is a tough one.
Changing our lives is far from easy. One of the problems of
course is that when we try to change we usually rely solely
on our own will power, which is notorious for letting us
down. John the Baptist reminds us that when we are
baptised in the name of Jesus we will receive the Holy
Spirit, a divine power that will help us towards God when
our will power fails. All we have to do is ask and keep on
asking.

Change is not beyond any of us however much you think it
probably is. John might have given the Pharisees and
Sadducees a hard time but in truth the message is clear. *
There is none so lost, they cannot be found, none so
helpless that their life cannot be changed.”

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAUL’S CHURCH
Monday - Wednesday
7.30am & 10am
Thursday
(The Immaculate Conception
of the Blessed Virgin Mary)

(Wed Vigil) 7.30pm
(Thur) 8.30am, 10am, 12.30pm & 7.30pm
The Heath: 9.30am
Ratheniska: 10am
Friday
7.30am & 10am
Saturday
10am
Sunday as per usual.
CONFESSIONS
Saturday
After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

An Garda Siochana Mass

Mass for deceased members
and family members of both
serving and retired members of
An Garda Siochana will be
celebrated in the Parish Church on Tuesday
6th December at 11am. All welcome.

The Immaculate Conception
of the Virgin Mary
December 8th
It is she, Mary herself, who
is the Immaculate
Conception; the day does not
refer to Mary's conception of
Jesus but to the conception
of Mary in the womb of her mother, St.
Anne. From the very moment of her
conception, she was filled with grace by
God. The doctrine asserts that Mary, the
mother of Jesus, was preserved by God
from the stain of original sin at the time of
her own conception. The dogma of Mary
being conceived without sin was defined by

Pope Pius IX in 1854.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Kevin Barry Fitzpatrick, Millcourt
Who was baptised last weekend.




MULHALL MEATS

ESTABLISHED 1937

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish

Sirloin Steak
Offer Available Mon 28th Nov - Sun 11th Dec Only

Mulhall Meats Is Located Within Mulhall’s SuperValu.
Mulhall’s SuperValu is Open Mon-Sat 7.30am-9pm, Sunday 8am-7pm.

Phone: 057 8621044

Mulhall’s Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - 5pm

AUDIOLOGIST
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

(28+ years experience with Private &
Public Sector)

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS q

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.

Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service) e o AR
: *Trustpilot =

4.8 out of 5 | Over 3,500+ reviews

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

EXPERT MEASURING & FITTING GAROLLA

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. 2 REMOTE CONTROLS
ACOUSTIC & THERMAL INSULATION
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road) FREE DISPOSAL OF YOUR OLD DOOR

AVAILABLE IN 21 COLOURS

CALL US TODAY ON:

By Appoin‘l'men'l' Only Garolla garage door: are oxper't‘ly made to o 78 o 869
measure in our own factories, they’re strong
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 o sty it e e o doorote | O 785 03
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com o - LINES OPIN 7 DAYS A WK
www.garolla.ie

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES**

*Offer valid for openings up to 2.4m wide & including 2 remote controls, 55mm white slats, internal manual override.




J J)
Q‘Vﬂ Music Lessons éﬁd

Piano, Singing and Music Theory

Qualified music teacher with years of
experience. Spaces available in Portlaoise.

Niamh Griffin B.Mus., M.A., M.Ed.

Contact: 0879458359

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE Bsc msc miscp NICOLA CALDBECK Bsc misce MAACP
CONOR BOLTON 8sc msc miscP

Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Services include
e Manual Therapy
Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping
Home Visits
Dry Needling
Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:
Mon: 9:30am - 6pm
Tues: 8:30am - 5:30pm  Fri:
Wed: 9:30am - 5.30pm

Thurs: 8:30am - 7:00pm
9:30am - 5.30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regards, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Taylor & Conroy
Orthotics and Insoles

2
N C

CONROY

ORTHOTICS

No long waiting lists to be assessed.

Qualified practitioners with over 20 years
experience.

Irish-made Orthotics.

Relieving pain.

Improving mechanics and posture.

Preventing issues associated with flat feet and
high arches.

Prescription
Orthotics for
Daywear and Sportswear

KELLIE TAYLOR BSC (Hons) Ost. M.O.C.I. and DARREN CONROY BSC (Hons) Ost. M.O.C.1.

086-8675060

Unit 10 Kilminchy Court, Kilminchy, Portlaoise, Laois

;itcosteopaths@gmail.com ‘

" Teehmarke!

Sales Accessories Repairs

www.tcosteopaths.ie

Join Our
CHRISTMAS CLUB
Today!

Call In-Store Today
For More Info

€ techmarket ie &3 085 233 3220




Check Out Our Latest Offers
Online & In Store at Expert Laois

iPhone 14 Range Garmin Venu Sq Watch
Max / Pro / Pro Max Was € 199.99
FROM ONLY € 1029 NOW ONLY € 159.99

Samsung Tab A7 8” Ninja Air Fryer
Was € 179.99 3.8 Litre
NOW ONLY € 139.99 NOW ONLY € 159.99

4 KEA LEW BUSINESS PARK, PORTLAOISE. -
(\ || - 3 iS.i f
TEL - 057 8660601 www.expertlaois.ie 15}




RAMPS & RAILS DublinRoad T

F O R T H E H O M E

We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of
movement and steel handrails to provide safe

access for everyone 9
@ / .

=
O\ Contact David

MONSTER BINGO

SUNDAY 4™ DECEMBER
MOUNTMELLICK ARTS CENTRE

8PM
DOM DUNNE
Dguble Books €15 086 8312034

Single Books €10
Jackpot Sheets €3

€5,000 in prize money!

Located At

Des Hughes Motors | Dublin Road | Portlaoise | R32RT62

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

Every Wednesday, 10.45am 12.45pm

- in the Parish Centre, Portlaoise, where we are very
* NEED HOME HEATING OIL? well looked after. Don't let the fancy title put you off!
e NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? We are just an ordinary group of people who love a

good book and enjoy lively discussion.

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 Come along and join us




Free €500
SuperValu Gift Card

MMl

MEDIUM
CROSSOVER/
SUVor e YEAR
2023

| CHARGER

Order any 231 Kia before December 23rd
Movement that inspires and get a FREE €500 SuperValu Gift Card.

Discover the all-new Sportage at Downey’s Kia

Discover one of Ireland’s most popular SUV’s, the all-new Sportage. Low on

emissions and big on choice, the Sportage is available in a variety of powertrains . .
including Diesel Mild-Hybrid, Hybrid and Plug-in Hybrid. Explore the Kia 231 offers Dublln.Road, Portlaoise,
with finance from 2.9% APR, a €500 SuperValu Gift Card on all models ordered Co Laois

before December 23rd and a Free Home ChargePoint installation with Energia for all Tel: 057 8622048

EV and PHEV customers. Find out more at Downey’s Kia. Email: sales@downeys.ie

www.downeys.ie

Models are shown for illustrative purposes only. Please check kia.com and with your dealer for full specifications of your selected model YEAR WARRANTY"
Finance of 2.9% APR is provided by way of Hire Purchase or PCP for returning Kia customers only. Lending criteria and terms and conditions apply. Offers are -

available on all new selected 231 Kia models ordered by December 23rd at participating dealers only. This offer does not include commercial sales.

QUALITY REDEFINED




Great selection
Affordable prices

Visit our showroom

Monday - Friday
9.30am - 6pm
Sat. 9.30am - 2pm

s

All the floor covering
you’'ll.need
in your home

‘ = “E"L’erﬁ @ P Luxury Vinyl Tiles
e & -~ (LVT)
- CLICK-FLOORS \ )N I High Quality
s = AR SR Laminates
Engineered
Wood Floors
Carpets, Tiles

All materials made in
the EU -
We supply and fit on request

A"



(3 MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
W/ GET YOURSELF NOTICED.

- Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional ltems - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 . 045 433569
mochuaprint.ie Q(}@Q@@

% ‘\*\\Ae—"\v%\\/- .

R

% G‘ee
AN & A wish a|| our customers and
> 3 everyone a Happy, Safe

Greenfeet: and Peaceful Christmas

’(

Have a lot of moss in your lawn, don’t hesitate
to contact us for a free consultation

Check out the Christmas range on

our greenfeet shop www.greenfeetshop.com

GIFT VOUCHERS
AVAILABLE




FOLLAINE

will take place at

KWS COMPLEX

TIMAHOE RD. PORTLAOISE
Friday 2" to Saturday 3" Dec.
1lam-4pm
Sunday 4™ Dec. 2pm-4:30pm
Thursday 8" to Saturday 10" Dec.

. o AR AT 1lam-4pm
- Reflexology - Retlexology for Menopause sundav 11" Dec. 2om-4:300m
- Facial Retlexology - Life Coaching with ) e T t,f’
Neuroscience - Indian Head Massage Thursday 15 to Saturday 17" Dec.
1 hr Combination Treatments. Pick 2 treatments from the list below: | 1 1 am- 4 p m

Laya),
B

AVIVA

Sunday 18" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm

L
R

PORTLADISE IW [ l
“‘ HSHRO! FT e i é i CHAUFFEUR SERVICES
Peppers Lane Portlaoise - ; 3 4

We generously donate to hospice care
locally and have done so continuously since
our shop opened!

We are now in need of furniture:

Beds, wardrobes, dressing tables, bedside
lockers, tables, chairs etc.

Ladies, gents and children’s clothing & all Setermscab AL rauh- RN W NEFDS:
CHAUFFEUR SERVICE
types of bric-a-brac WEDDINGS
AIRPORT TRANSFERS
Your gift helps to make people’s lives more NIGHTS OUT

GUIDED EXPERIENCES

comfortable
Our gift helps hospice care

AUBREY HUTCHINSON

We can collect on request at your 0831034327
convenience s e e
A FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM & FACEBOOK: ABBEYLEIX CHAUFFEUR SERVICES
Contact Kevin: 0879586057 5 e o




Christmas Cards for Sale

m aid of

THE CUISLE CANCER
SUPPORT CENTRE

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a registered charity, offering pl()fusumdl support
to people diagnosed with cancer and to their families. All proceeds from the sale of these
cards go directly to the Cuisle Cancer Support Centre and help to continue providing
all our services free of charge. Our contact number is (057) 8681492.

These cards are designed by the very talented Cuisle Art Group




*

START YOUR CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
WITH US IN

5 & Sh hoe C Hall
anahoe Community Ha
eﬂ”mw HM committee will host

. A GALA
Christmas CONCERT

Craft Fair . 4 howessing some amaing

local talent

7:00 PM, SATURDAY DECEMBER 10, 2022

SUNDAY DECEMBER 4TH
SHANAHOE COMMUNITY HALL
From 12noon - 4pm TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM COMMITTEE
MEMBERS
JOIN US IN OUR POP UP CAFE ADULTS €15
AND START YOUR CHRISTMAS SCHOOL GOING CHILDREN €5
SHOPPING

WE WILL HAVE A SELECTION
OF FABULOUS HAND MADE
GIFTS

*

SHANAHOE
COMMUNITY HALL

will run the EuroMillions
syndicate once again

~ €100 annual ticket
~ Entry for both weekly draws A REFLECTION ON THE SAINTS OF LAOiS
~6 lines played online in each draw WiTH
including Lotto plus FRr. CAOIMHIN O’NEILL
~ only 100 tickets available
~ all winnings pooled
~syndicate starts on January 3°2023

Tickets can be purchased from
any committee member

This is a fundraiser syndicate
T&C available on request
shanahoecommunityhall@gmail.com '\

@,
P Ogl0)
Loge

Email Laoisheritagesociety@gmail .com for further details. Admission €3 or free
for members.

S
e




@Gm’den World

s s Ballymacken, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 C7H2
La o I s Saw m I I Is Ltd e T:0578621075|057 8622892 E: shop@laoissawmills.ie

Homefire

HEATGLOW

¢ ' (] mefire

arerow e
H e HARDWOOD

HEAT LOGS

SUITABLE FOR
OPEN FIRES
& STOVES

057 8621075 T
FOR PRICING “

(® OPEN MONDAY SATURDAY 9.00 TO 5.30

FOLLOW US.Q Laois Garden World | . laois_garden_world

CALL IN STORE TO SEE OUR NEW
PELLET STOVE SHOWROOM




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

FUEL FOR SALE

5 large net bags Logs €20
Kindling bags €2.50 per bag
Orders over €60 receive two

bags of kindling free

Car Trailer loads available.

Free delivery to suit. Tel.

Fintan 087-7645855

HANDYMAN AVAILABLE
- e Gardening

Y . Maintenance
e Timber Floors

ERAWAN
THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court

HOUSE CLEANER
AVAILABLE

House cleaner available in

o Small Construction jobs Portlaoise Portlacise to work on
« Painting Open 7 Days Monday, Tuesday and
Experienced and local. Tel. 1lam-7pm Wednesday.
Jim 087-6885017 083-0988602 087-7649207
Hugh Thompson DS DAVE CUNNINGHAM £ &

MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Oil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Removing all the old sludge and water that has built up

in your radiators and boilers over the years with clean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save money.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

CARPENTRY SERVICES A
Registered and fully insured
Budget Kitchens €€€€ at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,
Partitions and wainscoting.
Outdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken with all trades
available.
Call Dave 086-8209640
davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

HOUSE CLEANER
AVAILABLE
Experienced house cleaner
with high work ethic
available now. References
available if needed!
Call Jolanta
085-1303203

All Scrap Metal; Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

. \ _ PAINTER
¢
DECORATOR
AVAILABLE

L/

Call Elaine
085-8788259

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
& GROUNDWORKS
] Patio areas, driveways,
‘Ké stump removal, lawns,
A —® kerbing, hedging,
fencing and drainage.
Call now for a competitive quote!
085-7759975
dsgroundworks22@gmail.com
CAROLINE’S
HOLISTICS
Reflexology, Indian Head
Massage & Hopi-Ear Candle
All treatments from 12 noon
to 7pm, Monday to Friday
086-4055618
FRENCH GRINDS
Leaving and Junior Cert French Grinds
with a B.A. French Graduate (NUIG) in
person or on-line. Get help with oral,
listening, written & reading compre-
hensions; post exam papers, marking
schemes, specialised high quality
notes and how to secure a H1.
Contact 085-1064763 or
email laur.c321@gmail.com

CARER AVAILABLE
Affordable Live-in Homecare
provides live-in carers for the
elderly in your area. If you are
looking for a live-in carer for
your relative, please call Eileen
or Tom today on 087 991 6791
or 087 744 0729. Our website
is www.alhomecare.ie




CLARE’S

DOG GROOMING
SERVICE
Christmas appointments
Available. New location;
Church View, Stradbally Rd.
Portlaoise. Tel.

089-4890869

Seeking Part Time Work
8am-6pm
15 years cleaning experience
Ground maintenance and
van driving.
Also diploma in operating a
cleaning business.

Sean 083-3025512

CHILDMINDER WANTED
from January 2023
For three days per week in
Portlaoise area, to mind
6-month-old baby.
Flexibility available in relation to
what days child is minded.
Must be in childminder's own
home. Contact;

087-6138565

Kégg DOOGUE’S BAR
Y RAHEEN
Food & Entertainment.
Social Dancing every Sunday
night 8.30pm-11pm.
4" December
Music by Pat Daly

057-8757802

MILLERS

HOME & GARDEN

MILLERS
HOME AND GARDEN
Dublin Road, Portlaoise

Natural Christmas Trees
only €40.00, all sizes.
Free local delivery if needed.
Stands also available.

057-8667794

WOOD PELLETS
FOR SALE

1 TONNE BAGS
15KG BAGS

085-2148662

FREE CONCERT
Portlaoise Comhaltas will stage a free
concert of Traditional music, song and
dance at St. Peter’s Church of Ireland

Portlaoise (by kind permission) on
Sunday Dec. 4% at 7pm. Marking the
official coming into effect of Irish
Independence on Dec. 6™ 1922,
All are welcome. Voluntary donations
for SOSAD Laois if desired.

The Heath N. S.

TRACTOR RUN
Sunday 11" December 4pm
Registration from 3pm in the
hall beside the Heath Church.
Raising funds for the school
playground. All support greatly
appreciated.

Portlaoise Active Retirement

We meet every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish
Centre for friendship, activities and fun. New members
always welcome.

5t Dec. - Bowls in St. Mary's Sports hall at 3pm. New
members welcome.

7" Dec. - Sing along with Caroline.

8t Dec. - Cards and chat in Sue Ryder at 3pm. Tuition
given, all are welcome.

9t Dec. - Coffee morning in the Parish Centre in aid of
Autism. Please support.

14" Dec. - Club Members Christmas dinner and party at
2pm in the Parish Centre.

15 Dec. - Portlaoise Library at 11am.

For more details contact PRO Sheila at 0876204617.
Christmas Fair/Sale of Work; The weekend has
arrived! Come along to Ballyfin Community Centre today,
Sunday 4™ December, between 11am and 3pm for lots of
festive cheer and super bargains! All proceeds will be
donated to Mary’s Meals to feed children in some of the
world’s poorest communities. Your support will be very
much appreciated.

Retired HSE Staff (all grades) get together in Portlaoise
Parish Centre, Monday 12% December at 2pm. Mass and
light refreshments. Subscription €10. Names can be
given to Moire Costigan 087-6219253, Charlotte Griffin
087-2068974 or Breda Cooley 086-8812228.

Religious Notices

Join with us to pray the Rosary via Portlaoise Parish
webcam daily at 9:30am, 7pm, 9:30pm.

Rosary will be prayed at the Grotto after evening Mass on
the First Friday of every month.

Rosary at the Grotto; Market Square, Portlaoise, this
Sunday 4" December at 2:30pm.

Community Notices
Results of Whist Drive held in Portlaoise Parish
Centre on Tuesday 29" November;

Top Score: Patricia Horan e\
1stLady: Frances Gleeson & %v'Wf 4
2" Lady: B.0O.B V:é\ f pry
1%t Gent: Catherine Galvin \ »
2" Gent: Olive Delaney

15t Half: E. Ownes

2"d Half: Tom Jacob

Raffle: 15t L. McCartney 2" N, Delaney

3 M O’Brien
5% F, Gleeson
Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues
every Tuesday in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm.
NCBI celebrates opening of new Charity Store in
Portarlington; No.5 The Tannery, Link Road, Droughill,
Portarlington, R32 ED26 on Thursday, December 8™. We
wish to invite members of the local community and
beyond to visit the store and sample some of our top
quality pre-loved clothing, accessories and more on offer.
Donations are accepted at our Portarlington store, as are
expressions of interest in volunteering at the store. You
can also contact shopvolunteer@ncbi.ie.
GROW weekly meetings take place on Thursdays at 7pm
in Portlaocise Parish Centre. For details contact Michelle
086-4183805.
Accord Portlaocise are open for Relationship Counselling
at the Parish Centre, Portlaoise. Counselling is completely
confidential, all counsellors are fully trained.
For further info. please contact Mary at 086-4149034 or
email accordportlaocise@gmail.com

4" M, Fitzpatrick




Are you Ready for Christmas?

" Wow! There are only sixteen days until Christmas! Are you ready for Christmas? That is a
question we hear quite often these days, isn't it? What do people mean when they ask if
you are ready for Christmas? Well, they usually mean things like...

e Do you have all of your shopping done?

Have you finished wrapping all your gifts?

Have you put up your Christmas tree and all the decorations?
Have you sent your Christmas cards?

Have you finished baking all of the Christmas goodies?

e Is your house clean and ready for visitors?

Are you ready for Christmas? What things do you need to do before you
will be ready? There is another question that is much more important [
than "Are you ready for Christmas?" That question is, "Are you ready for #ﬂﬂ.
Christ?"

In the Gospel today, we hear the voice of John the Baptist crying out to
the people, "Prepare the way for the Lord. Fill in the valleys and level off
all the mountains. Make the crooked roads straight and the rough places
smooth." Did John the Baptist really want the people to work on the
roads? No, what John wanted was for the people to get ready for the
coming of the Messiah. What he really meant was that the people
needed to get their hearts right and return to God. You see, no matter
how good people may think they are, there are always some crooked
ways and rough places in their lives. There are things such as
dishonesty, selfishness, pride, jealousy, and many more.

John wanted the people to make those In Advent
crooked ways straight and rough places the priest
smooth so that Jesus could come and walk [;ALIJ?‘g[eS,
among them. the colour of
During this special season of the year, you royalty.

and I need to make sure that we are ready for the coming of the Christ This Feminds us that
of Christmas. We need to look into our hearts and ask God to make our we are waiting to

crooked ways straight and smooth out the rough places so that we can Welcom%r(]igrist, the

walk with Jesus each day of our life. Let's ask him to do that right now.

Dear Father, we want to be ready. Make our crooked ways straight and our rough places [
smooth. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen. ﬁg\




JOHN THE BAPTIST

PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS

The Second Sunday of /?lcﬁ./'e:“r

Two purple candles are now lit for the first and second Sundays in
Advent.

The Candle of Peace is lit this Sunday on the second Sunday of Advent.

Prayer for the Second Week of Advent
Loving God, On this Advent day we turn to you in prayer. As we wait
the coming of your Son, we ask your blessing on each of us. Bring your
healing upon us. And help us to welcome your light into our lives, a light
that gives us the gift of peace. May your peace guard our heart, our
mind and our home. We ask this through our Lord. Amen.

A Voice in the Wilderness
Fill in the blanks

The tells us that in the days before began his
ministry, a man called began and telling the people
to for the coming
When told people to prepare for the King, he didn’t mean that they
should go and the floor, pick up their , and
make their . He meant that they should prepare their
How? By of their and turning toward
When they did this, John would them in the

That is how got the name, * w

WORD BOX %
Bible hearts God sweep Jordan River
John toys prepare King preaching
Jesus baptise John repenting

Beds sins home John the Baptist




In the northern hemisphere, Christmas comes in an
extraordinary time of the year. In our most vulnerable
and darkest days, we are invited to indulge in a light
that is brighter than any darkness, in a hope that is
greater than any fear, in a bigger picture, that reminds
us “God so loved the world, that he simply and
majestically, became one of us”.

The infant child, depicted in the crib, often has his arms
outstretched, reaching out with empathy and deep love,
into the depths of our humanity. The Christ-child’s
presence is warm, intimate and full of affection. Jesus is
indeed the reason for the season. Yes, we all know we
live in very challenging times, the list of burdens can be
endless, but this time of year it's also important to
prioritise and hold a sense of gratitude, for the gifts
perhaps we can't purchase, but deeply value. Our
family, our friendships, our health, our hopes and our
joys. I think of so many this Christmas who would love
to be healthy, to be reunited with a loved one whom
has departed.

Often in life it's not till what we take for granted is
threatened, we discover what ultimately is important.
This is the gift of Christmas. Spending time with loved
ones, nourishing the meaning and purpose of life,
finding hope and consolation in the bright star that says
even in the depth of winter, soon the green shoots of
spring will once again awaken hope and new beginning.

In a Christmas message, the late Queen Elizabeth
stated: At Christmas, our attention is drawn to the birth
of a baby some two thousand years ago. It was the
humblest of beginnings, and his parents, Joseph and
Mary, did not think they were important. Jesus Christ
lived obscurely for most of his life, and never travelled
far. He was maligned and rejected by many, though he
had done no wrong. And yet, billions of people now
follow his teaching and find in him the guiding light for
their lives. I am one of them ...

With all that’s changing, we need to focus on important
values that we would never want to lose. Our Christian
faith calls us to be a welcoming people and to reach out
to the vulnerable. This faith challenges us to be fair and
just in our sharing of the world’s resources. The frailty
of our planet also cries out for shared action to hand on
our “common home” to future generations. Each time of
crisis provides an opportunity which must be seized.
These challenging times, bring us to the heart of the
Gospel message: what we agree to do as a community
is more authentic and lasting than our individual
concerns. This is a time for unity and for shared
concern for one another.

We need a radical new way of relating and living
that brings harmony and sustainability to all of life. We
humans are part of the interconnected cosmic web of
creation, and we need to live a new paradigm of

Time to Think!

CHRISTMAS 2022 - A TIME TO PRIORITISE

THEGREATES]
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communion with all that is. Long ago, Francis of Assisi
grasped this fundamental reality. He intuitively
understood the importance of living not as a
self-centred individual but as part of the larger whole.
He championed the art of living in deep harmony and
communion. Inspired by his namesake, Pope Francis
says the awareness of God incarnate in the world that
can “motivate us to a more passionate concern for the
protection of our world” and an “ecological conversion”.
We must learn that ‘less is more’. We must learn to
envision a new economy that shifts away from
consumption and exploitation to one that celebrates
radical interdependence and reciprocity within diverse
webs of life. Only by taking less from the earth can we
move to an alternative model of living in radical
harmony and deep connection with the planet.

The pandemic has highlighted how vulnerable and
interconnected everyone is. If we do not take care of
one another, starting with the least, with those who are
most impacted, including creation, we cannot heal the
world. Let us follow the footsteps of Jesus as we listen
and respond to the cry of the earth and the cry of the
poor.

At Christmas, we pray that through Christ, we will all be
united in shared goals: to look out for and care for one
another more; to reach out to those who have less; to
support those who grieve or carry heavy burdens, and
to be eternally grateful for the many blessings we have,
today and always.

May the Lord of light shine on you and on your loved
ones this Christmas and in the New Year.

I pray, as we prepare to celebrate the Christmas
season, you will be filled with peace, joy and hope.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 27,200 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles
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SUMMARY OF PARISH ACCOUNTS FOR 2021

The Parish and Parish Centre Accounts have been submitted to and examined by the Diocesan
Accountant and audited by the Diocesan external Accountants. They form part of the Diocesan
consolidated accounts which are submitted to the Charity Regulator in October each year.

RECURRING INCOME 2021 2020
€ €
Development Fund 34,833.00 75,737.00
Basket Collection 221,356.00 152,138.00
Shrines 97,557.00 81,405.00
Parish Lotto surplus 98,711.00 92,162.00
Charity Christmas Cards 24,627.00 21,815.00
Sundry Income 1,432.00 6,331.00
Rental Income 122,605.00 102,870.00
€ 601,121.00 € 532,458.00
RECURRING EXPENDITURE
Wages and salaries 44,955.00 25,870.00
K&L Retired Priest Fund 4,000.00 3,000.00
Insurance 20,704.00 20,091.00
Light and heat 56,426.00 49,035.00
Telephone, Broadband & Internet Related Expenses. 7,964.00 8,747.00
Computer Hardware/Software & Servicing Costs
(incl. new parish website design in 2020) 3,692.00 6,422.00
Repairs and maintenance 30,939.00 41,376.00
Postage, Stationery and Office exes 8,338.00 5,044.00
Collection Envelopes & Missalettes 2,194.00 2,544.00
Rates- Water, LPT, Waste Collection 7,136.00 5,960.00
Altar Shrine Requisites 31,117.00 24,671.00
Pastoral Programme Expenses 3,978.00 4,582.00
Youth and Community Expenses 375.00 735.00
Diocesan Levy 29,890.00 19,925.00
Legal & Professional Fees 5,206.00 3,908.00
Accountancy Fees 294.00 293.00
Bank charges 1,899.00 2,704.00
Sundry Expenses 2,521.00 2,013.00
€261,628.00 €226,920.00
Ordinary Income v Expenditure €339,493.00 €305,538.00

Capital expenditure and income in 2020/2021
2020: Heath Church Renovations €574,500

2021: Proceeds from sale of Old Parochial House, parish houses and grounds €450,000

The complete accounts for the Parish & Parish Centre may be inspected at the Parish Centre by arrangement.




THANK YOU

For your support throughout the difficult year of 2021 with pandemic restrictions still very much in
place. The Parish was well supported and we can only say 'thank you’ for your generosity.

We haven't returned to passing the basket or ’blue bag’. Their absence certainly helps our Liturgies
to be more dignified and while we continue to be well supported we have no plans to reintroduce
collections during Mass at this time. Many of you have found new ways to support the parish - we
thank you very much for your support. It is greatly appreciated.

Ways to contribute;

There are collection boxes at the entrance to our Churches - you can place your donation there.

Envelope boxes are available and also casual envelopes at all the entrances. Donations may be left
in to the Parish Centre anytime. If we can record your donation it allows us claim the ‘tax back’ from
Revenue when the donations amount to more than €250 in the year.

Payment by Credit / Debit card via the donate facility on our website www.portlaoiseparish.ie
- We have introduced a ‘Donation’ facility on our Parish Website where in a secure way you can
make a contribution, it is also possible via this method to sign up to a regular donation on a weekly/
monthly or other basis. You can also make a donation to the parish via credit/debit card at the par-
ish centre.

Standing Order forms are available at the back of the Churches and at the Parish Centre. (If
you make payments in this way, please give a copy of S/O to Parish office).

Electronic transfer to our collection Bank Accounts:

Parish Account IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
BIC: AIBKIE2D
Priests Collection: IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201 BIC: AIBKIE2D

Cashless payment facility at the back of the Parish Church for use with Credit/Debit Card

CAPITAL EXPENDITURE AND INCOME

The final cost of the renovation work to the Church of the Assumption, the Heath, came in at
€574,500. The work has been much admired and the building is secured for decades to come. Work
will begin on Holy Cross Church, Ratheniska, in January 2023. We look forward to a similar result.
During 2021 the sale of the Old Parochial and grounds was completed, €450,000 was the sale price.

THE PARISH CENTRE

Thank God the Parish Centre is returning to something like its pre-pandemic activities. The past few
years have been difficult for the Centre and it has run at a loss during this period. There is good
news in that we had ‘business interruption insurance’ and we are in negotiation with our Insurers
and are optimistic that we can recover our losses.

PARISH LOTTO

As you can see from the accounts there is an increase in the profit from the Lotto in 2021 v 2020. It
is accounted for mostly by the ‘luck of the draw’! Thank you to all who support it and in particular
our promoters. Half yearly and yearly membership gift tokens are available from the Parish Centre
and many have used these at Christmas, Birthdays and other occasions. It is also possible to play
Parish Lotto on-line from our website www.portlaoiseparish.ie. Many have taken the opportunity,
maybe you would like to participate? It is a fun way to support Parish Development and at the same
time give yourself a chance to share in the €1,000 weekly match 3 prize fund or to scoop the
attractive Jackpots on offer each week of between €10,000 and €20,000. Again many thanks to all
who support it and in particular to our promoters.

My sincere thanks to all who support the Parish.

/%N-, X

November 2022




Visit the Parish Centre Shop to see beautiful
Eco-handbags and Christmas decorations
made of wool by the Ukranian artist-
designer Oksana Rohovska. On sale -
proceeds will go to support Ukraine.

Stradbally, Co. Laois

FESTIVE

WREATH
MAKING
CLASS

10th & 11th December at 13:30 &%

Mulled Wine Reception.

A festive wreath making class
in The Sir Hurt Barn with
Nicola Phelan.

BOOKING DETAILS:
e www.inchhouseireland.ie e +353-83-8819218

Festive Farm House High Tea Wellness Retreats & Meditation

ﬂm /  Egan’s School
' of Motoring
' Congratulations
4. to Sr. Jasmine
> on passing
her driving test

EGAN'S

SCHOOL OF

Sr. Jasmine with John Egan Instructor

Gift Token Available For Christmas
The Ideal Christmas Gift

EGAN’S SCHOOL OF MOTORING

Portlaoise

087-1254841 057-8661440
m RSA, ADI Approved Instructor

) ») / (,‘/ )
0 &) )
Now servicing

Portlacise Tullamore Birr

My LIFE IN
YOUR HANDS

Give a special book this Christmas.
The family of the Newbridge born priest
Fr. John Cummins (52), who died tragically
in 2019, have published his thoughtful
writings in a book costing only €10,
“My Life in Your Hands”.

An ideal seasonal gift for use
throughout the year.

Available in Portlaoise Book Shop
& Abbeyleix Parish Offices.




SUPPORTING THE WORK OF SWTP THE SOCIETY OF ST. VINCENT DE PAUL &

WVINCENT =3

St Vincent de Paul Portlaoise are preparing for an extremely busy period in the run up to Christmas.

Our volunteers will be working with families who strive to make Christmas a happy and joyful time for their families. However, with the Energy
crisis, families are finding it very difficult to cope with the rising costs of food, heat, rent, education and clothing costs. Our team has been
working with families who struggle weekly and we assist, encourage and guide families in a confidential manner.

All donations are gratefully appreciated and are used in our local community in Portlaoise, we would appreciate if you would support our up
coming St Vincent de Paul church gate collection weekend on:

Saturday 10" of December and Sunday 11% of December 2022

Our Conference cannot express enough, how much we appreciate your continued support, without your assistance our work would be
impossible. Your donation will be vital in helping us succeed, and will make an incredible difference to people’s lives

You can also use the St Vincent de Paul Donation Box in St Peter & Paul’s Church
You can donate by post to St Vincent de Paul, Ozanam House, No 1 Dublin Road, Portlaoise
You can donate online (AIB Portlaoise) using our IBAN number: IET3AIBK93327917987070

You can tap a donation on the credit card machine in our SVP shop.

[ ruesonr )y oecemsce
Pawish @ent'ze , Portlaoise COFFEE
W //am-3pm MORN| NG

)232 “FHE7

Have Your Say in developing an Information Frlday 9th December

topics of yourehoiee thatwill assist you to live

weltathome: You( q)in_iong. ma(tep therefore. 10:30am
we seek your participation in this focus group Organised by Portlaoise Active Retirement Group

In aid of Autism Charity. Please support.

Followed by

fﬁ

CARD & BOARD GAMES

GIN RUMMY BRIDGE 25'S
DRAUGHTS CHESS SCRABBLE

11am-3pm REFRESHMENTS SERVED | FREE
ENTRY

Pre -book your place by calling Tom in Age
Friendly Laois on 086 0363426 or by .
emailling tcurran@laoiscoco.ie autism

Irish Society for Autism
08529 s

Numbers limited gt
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKEDFOR <> In Loving Memory of \%%}@
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ; NOREEN CONROY 8

11 Roselawn, Portlaoise.
11™ Anniversary occurs 30" November 2022

(1)
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(1)
\L/

4
\L/

(1)

Yoarma Kaletha

Fernbridge
Monasterevin

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Saturday 3rd December at 5pm.
Remembering also at this time
Noreen'’s father Michael & mother Hannah,
and also Stephen Conroy, Marian Avenue,
his sister Sheila and her husband
Noel Graham from Arles.

From John, Kathy,

Jennifer and Jack Conroy.
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4

(1)
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4H

(1)

Y Y

Gearje 7(15733 (Snr)

St. Brigid’s Place
Portlaoise

4H

(1)

James O’ Donovan, Oola, Limerick (27t November)
His wife Kathleen and Kathleen’s sister
Brid Herbert and her brother Bob Nash.
From Kathy, John, James, Margaret and Willze.

Y Y

4

(1)

Y Y

; Yohn ?/t)ﬂan

2 7, Also remembering all the staff at HEART Ambulance.

VI Blackhill. Old Town Keep them all safe and protect them and our patients and
o {5 ' . ambulances each day on their journeys to and from hospitals.
) l : Abbeyleix God keep us all safe from Covid.

CMay Chey Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of
ELEANOR WALSH

Capoley Lane, Portlaoise.

10" Anniversary occurred 3" December 2022.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Saturday 3rd December at 6.30pm.

(1)

Maryaref Beryin

Y Y

4H

Mill House Boley,
Abbeyleix
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(1)

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

Y Y

"The best way to feel better is to make
someone else feel good"

4

=2 A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to - Eleanor Walsh =2
the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices . .
Dearly missed by all her loving
S > family and friends. S >

Rest in ' Reace Xleanor

(1)

On the sands of time, you have
left your footprints with 7/5‘ ”y.

Y Y

4

Everyone will know your name ‘. In L OVing Memory Of %:%}
and shall recall your /g /y, 5 DENIS KAVANAGH L

Pallas, Portlaoise.
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Y Y

4

The Kavanagh Family deeply
appreciate your kindness and
support on the sad loss of Denis.
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4

Month’s Mind Mass
will be celebrated in St. Peter &
. Paul’s Church, Portlaoise on Sunday
' 11th December at 11.15am.
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In Loving Memory of ¢

A o o . . .

LILY REID

Colliers Lane, Portlaoise.
12th Anniversary occurs 10th December 2022

y

= Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,

Sunday 11th December at 12.30pm.

My Angel in the Sky

Each day I look to Heaven,

Each day I call your name,
Each day just feels so different,

It hasn’t been the same.
Each day I always question, I often wonder why?
You had to go away from me, my Angel in the sky.
I keep you in my memories, since we've been apart,
And I'll always have a part of you, locked safely in my heart.

Always loved and remembered by her loving husband
and family, extended family and friends.

CMay Lily Rest in ' Reace

In Loving Memory of
WILLIAM (Willard) DOWNEY

8 Triogue Place, Portlaoise.

5" Anniversary occurs
4™ December 2022

Will those who think of
Willard today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Thinking of you always,
your good friend Andy.

Rest in Ema," @zﬂ
/ﬂ N

& In Loving Memory of <>

"”‘w KEVIN YOUNG L

34 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise and formerly
Derreen, Cloneygowan, Co. Offaly.
4th Anniversary occurs 29" November 2022.
Four years have passed since you
left us in November,
Treasured memories still fill
our hearts, fond times
we all remember,

Four years away from home you
are, and missed dearly every day,
to have one last minute to sit with

you, “Ilove you”, I would say.
Thinking of you always, from Pamela, Roger, Rosie,
Melanie, Aaron, Chloe, Hannah, Nicole
and all your grandchildren.

Rest in Reace Kevin

%@% In Loving Memory of < mga

| WILLIAM (BILLY) FARRELL *
Hillview Drive and formerly of St. John’s Sy.

9th Anniversary occurs 8 December 2022

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church this Sunday 4" December at 12.30pm.

When you feel a little lonely
and all you want is me, just place
a hand upon your heart and you
know that’s where I'll be.
ey o know how much you're hurting
o\ s T S\ but remember me and smile.
I know we are apart right now
but it’s only for a while.
Take comfort that I'm happy
where the skies are always blue.
I'll be waiting at the rainbow
bridge where heaven calls for you.

We love and miss you always,
wife Ann, children Christine, Jessica and William,
grandson James and son-in-law James.

CMay William Rest in ' Reace

In Loving Memory of
ANGELA HYLAND

Mountmellick - Portlaoise
8" Anniversary occurred 21*" November 2022

Your needs in life were simple,
Your love for your family true,
As long as we were happy,
you were happy too.

Loved and missed by Mary, Jimmy
and family, nieces, nephews and
her many friends.

Also remember;

Granny Hyland whose anniversary occurred
26" September.

Mary Santry whose anniversary occurred
29" November.

Nancy Campbell whose anniversary occurs
30" December.

Brian Santry whose anniversary occurred
21°" May.

Eileen Callaghan whose anniversary occurred
20" November.

CMay Chey Rest in ' Reace

\

_
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NORAH DUFF L) PATRICIA & THOMAS — *

25 Thornberry, Abbeyleix.

Died 5th December 2021. TERRITT

1st Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 34 Cherrygarth, Portlaoise.
in Church of the Most Holy Rosary, 1" Anniversary of Patricia & 35" Anniversary of Thomas.
Abbeyleix on Sunday 4th December Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
at 11am. ~on Sunday 4" December

Lovingly remembered today and at 12.30pm.
forever by your loving daughters and Our thoughts are ever with
son Mary, Elizabeth, Bridget . you both, though you have
and Michael. - ' passed away, and those

Rest in ' Reave HNorah : who loved you dearty, are
. thinking of you today.

mg}» In Loving Memory of <>}<> |n Loving Memory of 1.%@;*

In LOVing Memory of : Always in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.
MARY FINNAN Loved and missed by all your family & friends.
Late of 6 Borris Road, Portlaoise. O(/fay -Q b & % @ﬁdiﬂ E '

39 Anniversary occurs 6 December 2022
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in A p
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Al In LOV|ng Memory of &%;}

on Tuesday 6" December at 10am &

Loving memories never die - ) MICHAEL & BRIDGET RYAN

as years roll by. Kilmurry, Stradbally, whose 9™ and 4™ Anniversaries
In my heart a memory is kept occur at this time.

f a friend | trea
;,75 ;;Zeve;efoigget’. Anniversary_Mass will be ceIeprated in thg Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, this Sunday 4™ December

| Sadly missed by Mary and friends. ’ at 9:30am

: Rest in Raace Wd’? To your resting place we
A visit, place flowers
"i;%} In LOVIng Mem ory Of “@}’ there with care,
] But no one knows our
JOHN ARRIGAN ‘ heartache, when we turn '

’ Newpark, Portlaoise and leave you there.
th
9" Anniversary occurred 8" December 2022 Sadly missed by their loving family, extended family

9™ Anniversary Mass will be and friends.
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s .
Parish Church, this Q(/[ay @"2’7 Rast in Emw
Thursday 8" December, 10am.

SadFy missed by all fis loving %E} In Loving Memory of <> <
Sfamily and friends. = CARMEL CROKE s

. Pallas, Portlaoise
@m m Eﬁd&'ﬁ &0/[” I*' Anniversary occurs on 11" December 2022

A

ﬂ%} . p Anm::er;flry Mas.sc ;:)ill l;le ;gelelflb;ated in
G R t. Fintan’s Churci allyfin
%;%( I n LOVIng Mem ory Of i@? i on Friday 9" December at ;30pm
- MARY KATE SHEEHAN - y
S Those we love don’t go away,
Late of 68 O’ Moore Place, Portlaoise. x They walk beside us every day
4" Anniversary occurs 6™ December 2022 ' Unseer:. unkeard but abways m},;"
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Still Ioved,, still missed and forever d;'ar.
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church on
Tuesday 6" December at 10am. Loved and remembered always by her family
Gone Are The Days We Used To Share )
But In Our Hearts You Are Always There @m n EW de
The Gates Of Memory Will Never Close
We Miss You More Than Anybody Knows You are the
With Tender Love And Deep Regret 3 . Ll - u
We Who Loved You Will Never Forget. L M =
Abways Missed By Daughter Philomena, Grandkids, Great grandRids

Rest in Reave Kate Of the World
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4@’%} In Loving Memory of ©
®  RICHARD BOOTH *

Killeen, Mountmellick

3" Anniversary occurs

on 11" December 2022
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in conjunction
with the Memorial Mass of his sister Jacinta Moore
on Monday, 5th December at 12noon in the Church
of the Assumption, the Heath, followed by the
interment of her ashes in the adjoining cemetery.
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forever in our hearts.

4
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'<§> In Loving Memory of ¢

- JACINTA MOORE (née Booth)

Mackay, Queensland, Australia
(late of Ballyduff, Stradbally)

Memorial Mass will take place
on Monday 5th December
at 12noon at the Church of
the Assumption, The Heath
followed by Interment of

(1)
\L/

In Loving Memory of

PASCHAL FARRELL

56 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise
Paschal's 46th Anniversary occurred
on the Ist of December 2022.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in St. Peter's and Paul's
Church this Sunday 4th December at 12.30pm

They say there is a reason,
They say that time will heal,
But neither time nor reason,
Will change the way we feel,

For no-one knows the heartache,
That lies beneath our smiles,
No-one knows how many times,
We have broken down and cried,
We want to tell you something
So there won't be any doubt,
You're so beautiful to think of,

But so hard to live without.

Abways in our thoughts,
Ié%?

4
\\/

Sadly missed and remembered by his loving dad, brothers,
sister, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews, grand-nieces,
grand-nephews and extended family.

Also remembering his Mam at this time.

CMay They Reast in Reace

Ashes in the adjoining
Cemetery.

We also remember her brother Richard Booth
whose 3rd Anniversary occurs 11th December 2022,
and whose Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
conjunction with Jacinta’s Memorial Mass.

CMay Savinta and Richard
Rest in Reave

vour LIGHT w1

SHINE LIKE THE DHUJH;‘

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let

perpetual light shine upon them. May the souls of
the faithful departed, through the mercy of God,
Rest In Peace. Amen.

Visit our Christmas Shop
in the Parish Centre
A great range on display!

Monday - Friday
9am - Spm

Saturday
3rd, 10th & 17th December
10am - 2pm
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+ KEEGAN'’S T
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

| Portlacise
Centre
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Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
(opposite the E.S.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567 .
PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢.
NIALL;

086-2770095

DEs & CARMEL MORAN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Main St., Ballyroan, Co. Laois

24 hour service and personalised attention ’
(t.) 057-8731115

LY,

(%) carmel 087-6144280

O Des 087-2794532

O moranundertakerslaois@gmail.com
R

Kelly’s Funeral Services

Since the 1940’s the Kelly family have
been providing Funeral Services in the

Abbeyleix area. Main
Street

Abbeyleix

We offer a 24 hour personal and
professional funeral serwce

057-8731048
087-2535866

www.kellysfuneralservice |e
E-mail: |nfo@kellysfuneralserwce

We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plaques in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www.portlaoisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@portlaoisestone.ie

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

. = For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
ur bespoke memorial cards.
Create a collage of images illustrating
the life of your loved one with our
expert Design Team.
All our Cards are individually designed
unique keepsakes, with no hidden charges
for additional photo§ or images.

Unit 3, Clonminam B
Portlaoise, Co. La01s
B 057 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
We are currently accepting
Christmas Remembrances for our

Christmas edition 24"/25" December.

The deadline for receipt of
Christmas Remembrances will be
12 noon Friday 16" December.

Owing to print deadlines we will be unable
to accept notices after this deadline.
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PILGRIMAGE TO FATIMA
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR FR DAVID VARD

ROME, ASSISI, LORETO &
SAN GIOVANNI ROTONDO

Led by Spiritual Director

10 October 2023
8 nights
€1225 per person sharing

» Direct return flights from Dublin

» All airport transfers and tours in Italy

» Joe Walsh Tours Representative throughout the tour
» 2 nights in Rome B&B

» 3 nights in Assisi — Half Board

» 3 nights San Giovanni Rotondo — Half Board

» Full religious programme led by Spiritual Director

For information please contact:
JOE WALSH TOURS ph: 012410800
Michael McEvoy ph: 085 1490072 — EVENINGS ONLY

Joe Walsh Tours | 69 Upper O’Connell Street, Dublin 1, D01 FW11

www.joewalshtours.ie | info@joewalshtours.ie | Reservations: 01-2410800
Petriva Ltd T/A Joe Walsh Tours is bonded and licensed by the Comission for Aviation Regulation in Ireland - TO273 and
TAD804 - in conrpliance with the Package Travel and Linked Travel Arangement Package Regulation.

PORTLAOISE PARISH

HOLY LAND PILGRIMAGE

07 SEP — 15 SEP 2023
SPIRITUAL DIRECTOR: MSGR. JOHN BYRNE

COST €2190.00 per person sharing
SINGLE ROOM SUPPLEMENT: €769

Cost includes: Return flights, 8 nights
accommodation half-board basis

Refundable deposit of €100.00 per person up to
7t December 2022

For further information please contact:
John 087-1254841 | Chris 086-1987596
Kitty 087-9506634,
or Tully’s Travel Ltd. 059 91 36100

First Credit Union in Portlaoise can now confirm the repayment of a
2 year and 3 year loan, with the cost and option to pay it back
weekly or monthly, whichever option suits the person best.

The cost of borrowing the sum of €2,190 for the following periods

from Deirdre at First Credit Union Portlaoise: €70 per months over
36 months / €16 per week over 156 weeks / €100 per months over
24 mths / €23 per week over 104 weeks.

People:r

We're Stronger Together

TOUR HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDING
Mass in the Capelinha -Fully escorted pilgrimage

Rosary and Candlelit Procession - Accompained by Fr Pat Hennessy

Shiiiatic ofile Chics - Retpm flights from Du.blin fo Lishon
R -7 nights at Hotel Avenida
Homes of the three visionaries '
i -Breakfast, lunch and dinner each day
International Mass - Kirport Hoees
FOR DETAILS AND BOOKINGS - 20kg check-in bag per person
MAURA OBRIEN: 0871210263 |
0578661601

JORN EGAN: 0871254841

j=
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@ joewalshtours.ie | info@joewalshtoursie | 012410800 | 89 Harcourt Street , Dublin 2, DO2WY88 //
Tours are operated by Petriva Limited t/a Joe Walsh Tours who are bonded and licensed by the Commission for Avmtlon Regulation
10273 & TA0804 .

6" - 10" July 2023
INCLUDED
. t flights Dublin/Tarbes (Lou d s)

AccOmpaﬁiéd by
szrztual Director

fo) g el Bl T8 Vil
(‘ 1 FURTHER DETA[LS CONTACT
“| Sean - 086363 3785, Frances - 085 814 2666

! or Marian Pilgrimages

RENEW OUR SPIRIT OF LOVE, FORGIVENESS & PEACE

WWW.MARIAN.IE
38/39 Pearse Street, Dublin 2 - (01) 878 81 59

Licensed as a Tour Operator by the Commission for Aviation Regulation in compliance with UK & European

ﬂ MARIAN PILGRIMAGES

- NI (028) 95680005
regulations (TO142)
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Congratulations

to our Lotto
winners!

Frank Cullen
&
Aoife Halion with Alice,
Mia and Sam.
Both Winners shared the
Jackpot and received
€10,000 each.

The Heath Choir
- a Thanksgiving Mass

(Serving the Church of the
Assumption since 1973)

Next Sunday

11" December 9.30am

This Mass of thanksgiving was
planned to be celebrated around the
time of the reopening of the Church
after the renovation work of 2020. But as with a lot of plans Covid intervened. However we are delighted
to be able now to acknowledge and thank all who have served the Choir since 1973 - since a newly
appointed Curate to Portlaoise, Fr. Tommy O’Shea, approached Ms Emma Booth (RIP) and asked about
the possibility of setting up a Choir. And so it began! And this wonderful service to the Liturgy and the
community has continued for 49 years.

The Mass next Sunday will remember all who have served the Choir — to those who have gone before us
we ask Almighty God to grant them eternal rest and to all who have lent their voices over the years and
current members, with gratitude, we ask Him to bless and reward them.

Portlacise  Prison presented
the Parish with a painting of the
Good Shepherd painted by the
prison Art Teacher together with
some students. Both the Parish
and the Prison Service made
a donation to P.AT.H. in
thanksgiving for the beautiful
artwork.

On the photo: Eileen Dunne,
Fr. David Vard, Alan Scully and
Ultan Moran.




Results for
1st December 2022

Portlaoise Parish

No €12,000 Jackpot winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Ross Moylan Ross Moylan
David Birchall On-Line
Alanna McDermott On-Line
T.om.H'iIIiard 15 Match J?hn.O.'ReiIIy
Liz Hilliard Liz Hilliard
Grace Brennan 3s Peter Ryan
Donal Brennan . Peter Ryan
Greg & Ola el Greg Keenan
Richie Buckley Paul Dooley
Kevin Carroll Paul Dooley
Mary Reddy Play PARISH Mary Doran
EBCJ & Lucy Lucy Conroy
Tadhg Burke QN@@ M.T. Burke
J. Goshling www.portlaoiseparish.ie Rita Watkins
O. Nolan M. Carroll

Next Week’s Jackpot is €13,000
Follow Us % @PortlaoiseParis
& Like Us @

portlaociseparishlaois

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 11:1-10

Psalm 71:1-2, 7-8, 12-13 17
Roman 15:4-9
Matthew 3:1-12

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish during this time of Lockdown. The
generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and can
pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12A1BK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie
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Parish Centre
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley

Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelle Conroy

Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlaoiseparish.ie

(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



s AN

|

KEEPING Y@ | IAI

WARNa

DUNKEEN OIL

Oil tank replacement service

Contact Marcus on 086 2904029
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Some useful tips for your oil tank:

Be sure to dip your oil tank and not let it run out to avoid air locks

Get your oil boiler serviced yearly

Always check your oil tank of signs of cracks, swelling or rust damage on metal tanks
Watch out for cracks on top of oil tank to prevent water from getting into your oil

Look out for oil tank foundations sinking or any movement of the base your oil tank
which may cause damage to your tank

Cut back ivy, trees or heavy shrubs to prevent damage to tank and allowing you to see
signs of weakness

If your concerned about any of the above, we offer a free tank inspection, and where
necessary we can suck out your oil and repace your tank to avoid loosing any oil or
causing any oil contamination. Don’t take chances and replace damaged tanks!

Secure your oil tank with a lock (we can arrange locks for all tank lids)

Emergency contact number 7 days a week 057 86 62777

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




