PORTLAOISE Sixth Sunday
PARISH in Ordinary Time

Earthquake Appeal

On Monday 6th February a catastrophic and deadly earthquake struck Turkey
and Syria. One of the most devastating natural disasters of all time. The death
toll has reached over 15,000 as we go to press and is expected to rise.
Thousands are injured and millions displaced. It cries out for a compassionate
and generous response from us.

The Parish in conjunction with the Diocese and Trocaire has opened an appeal
12th February 2023 to get im_mediate aid to the people of the devastated region. Earthquake
appeal envelopes are available at our Churches and at the Parish Centre.

A Prayer for the victims of the Earthquake
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. Comfort them, Lord, in this disaster. e m.\
Be their rock when the earth refuses to stand still, and = 2 8% “gh‘;
e shelter them under you 1gs when homes no longer exist. 5598 %-r i N
: Embrace in your arms those who died so suddenly. % ) - "
‘Console the hearts of those whe mourn, ' A R

b

g

and ease the pain of bodies on the brink of death. X \ A
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & Like .-,‘jf;_zg;o fb.com/portlaociseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaociselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie

-

"'.-

W)
-

&




Follow Your Heart

It's a sad truth that those who
walk free from court arent
necessarily Innocent. Sometimes
the man or woman who walks
free from court simply has the
better solicitor. Lawyers do a
good and valuable job, but it has
to be said that some lawyers
take more pride in finding legal
loopholes than the truth.

In today’s gospel reading Jesus
invites us to consider that it is

Mass times for the coming week

{Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday - Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils Spm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am

CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

not just laws in themselves that are important but our | 55 C‘fr.i-l,.i‘;’l.ﬁﬁ.l;t
attitude towards those laws. Perhaps we haven't

committed murder, but have we harboured hatred? and Methodius,
We might not have committed adultery, but have we | Bishop, Patrons of
failed to live up to the love we once promised our Europe

spouse? We might not have committed theft, but are ;
our hearts set on the wealth our neighbours have::St' Cyril 826-69, and
earned? Laws might seem to fence our lives with rods  St. Methodius, 815-85,
of uncompromising iron, but most laws are simply were brothers from
expressions of how we should behave towards each | Thessalonica in Greece.
other. The unwritten laws of love bind us in Promises | They preached the Gospel in Moravia using |
tllﬁat1we v‘muldn't dream of cqmpromrsmg let alone.;their awn  ‘bansiations: koo -Slasanie
riddling with loopholes. When it comes to those we | : ; ¥ ;
love, we don't need a statute book, our heart tells US'chnptures and the liturgy in the It:-cali
what to do. The written law should be no different. language. These translations into Slavonic|
Laws are written down in books of statute and were in an alphabet, now called Cyrillic,|
commandments are written in the Bible, but the spirit  which they devised. They are honoured as
of the law must exist in our hearts. What exists in our| gpgsties of the Slavic peoples and in 1980
hearts is as important if not more important than our 'Pope John Paul IT declared them Patrons of
actions. As a newly qualified driver mentally rehearses_: Europe.

his or her first solo drive, so we must follow where our |
hearts go first. Thaought for today!

Wherever you go, no matter what the weather,
Heapp4
e\f Corilene’s

We welcome into our
Parish Community
Rachel Sarah Gorman, Eyne
Luella Rose Delaney, Church Street
Cillian Daniel Conroy, Ballymacken
Mandy May Campbell, Parnell Cres.

Who was baptised last weekend.

always bring your own sunshine,
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Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Consultant °

Patricia Eilmartin
.T., M.I.S.H.A
L e h ek rFI Flrl

Camprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG —

AIDS TO VALUE OF £€1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS N PriCED €2 1 52| e Ty €3 2 -
: il | A P E Il | A :_- F ]

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests 'T? LTI T m”"m:.,_} PREMIUM = 5.1h1 = BLACK

L  —

y .. L — s
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc. = e

Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (inel. postal service) I m prove I Do n ,t M OVQ !

Ear Wax Removal Service i
Maximise the value of your home.
In Aﬂendqnce B SPACE-SAVING - MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM

B SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. B CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
B REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
B DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

ElnuLLl 05 ?85 03369 BESPOKE ELECTRIC 'J‘E'EJH‘E-J

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only AOLLER RSN SR AL L
=1 TTER
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 DOONS www.garoliade. [\ ACROSS IRELAND

E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com W Trustpilot | Checkatrade c €
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie sl -

4.8 out ol 5/ o, TO0 reskews 8.6 oul of 10

*ESTRICT SAFETY MEASLRRES IN PLACE, IN LIME WYTH ADAVICE OF THE GOWERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®




RAMPS &RAILS

F O R H O M

We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of
movement and steel handrails to provide safe

Uw 0 » d

access for everyone

&)

Laois Physiotherapy

Clinic
) live life physically well

OPEN

o  Sales Accessories Repairs

anated in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [§) @techmarketir|

Crea ting Memorable Moments

rashly prepared Food
.._-u||| red menus
- Cormplernentary rmeal for
celetyrating child
+ 1 day Club Vitae Leisure Cenlre

pass for celebrating Farmly

057 B65 5300
info.portisoise@maldronhotels.com

2 COURSE MEAL

€21| 95 pp

L offee

3 COURSE MEAL

€27 95 PP

Coffpe

CHILDUNDER 12

€10.95pp

HOoTEL
FONTLADISE

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX B57-8681720

MOBILE 087-7749519

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

£

‘REPAIRS




Inch House
@ +353-83-8819218 [RELAND

Inchhouseireland.ie Accommodation & Events
Stradbally, Co. Laois

R

Scan;
Website

4 - L = | 0
Functlion Spaces Available Holistic Experiences & Events Earm House High Tea
A Selection of exquisitely cut
Dunamase Barn, Wellness retreats & guest speakers | sandwiches, freshly baked
Sir. Hurt Barn on sleep and mindfulness. scones and delightful dessert

Writers Lounge, Yoga, meditation and sound baths. treats.
The wing Gﬂnscwator}' and lots more... Small and large groups welcome

Laois Integration Network

EARTHOUAKE APPEAL

Bake Sale / Collection

Saturday, 11th Feb 10am -2pm
Portlaoise Parish Centre

B e

[ Dortacie
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\ M: 087 615 8761

LIAM GRANT School Runs
WoobDb DESIGN Airport Shuttle

KITCHENS - BEDROOMS - MEDIA WALLS [ESTD. 1998] Hen and Stag Parties

109% Off Spring Offer until 31stMarch Sporting Events and Concerts

Tours
Work Events

Bingo Runs

@ @bowesminibus n @bowesminibusservice

= Graphic Design - Corporate & Retail Print - Book Publishing - Memorial and Wedding
Stationery - Signage - Vehicle Graphics Promotional Items - Mail Marketing - Pick & Pack

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 057 8634050 L. 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie 600066




1\...,\ E L}"‘,a,r,.}_

®:;

mppﬂ*"

WALKING GROUP

Our walking group brings
participants through a
walking programme gradually
increasing fitness over time,
The walking group helps
people diagnosed with cancer
take positive steps towards
better health. Exercise has
been shown ta help with
fatigue for capcer survivors,

THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This is a self-management
programme for cancer
survivors with the aim of
improving their quality of life
to better manage daily health,
iDeveloped by Standford
University)

Starting, Monday,
12th Feb
10am-12 noon
Booking Essential

4 3
ENTITLEMENTS

A Citizens Information
Adviser will give you
advice about the
financial help you may
be entitled to and will
help you to navigate the
process. e.q., medical
card application etc

et

CANCER SUPPORT
NURSE

Our cancer care nurse
will provide you with
information to help
you with the emotional
and psychological
impact of your cancer
diagnosis.

(S By

Block Road, Portlaoise
057 8681492
www.cuislecancersupport.com email: infod cuislecancersupport.ie

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is operating
as normal - we are currently following National
Cancer Contral Programme guidelines. Facemasks
are required to be worn for all attendees. The
welfare & care of those attending & working in the
centre as always is our priority.

MEN’S GROUP

1st Tuesday of each month
from.10am-11am
Next Group 7th March

MINDFULNESS FOR
MEN

11am-12noon
7th February

PROSTHESIS & BRA

FITTING DAY
14th February
Spaces Available,
Booking Essential

MINDFULNESS
PROGRAMME

11am-12noon

6 Week Course
Booking Essential

7th February

PILATES
12.45pm-1.30pm
Places Limited
6 Week Coursse
7th February

Wednesdays
Next

GARMENT FITTING
SerraNova
8th February
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
surgery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only

REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
By appointment only

ART

From 2-4pm
15th February

CHAIR YOGA

10am-11am Booking
Essential

NEW - AQUA AEROBICS

EVERY THURSDAY

from 1.45-2.30pm

IN F'DRTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE

5 deal for all cancer patients especially patients who su
miphoedema, Aqua aerchics arexercising in water éan really helpi

hymphoedsma and pusality of Fifie, as well a5 helping you keep fit, healthy mdhnnp'y

Please give the centre a call if you would like to attend this class on 057 8681492

THIS CLASS IS FREE OF CHARGE AS 15 ALL OUR SERVICES

S L0 IN _

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
10am-11.15am
Booking Essential

CLIMB PROGRAMME

Helping Children Understard
Cancer.This programme is fun
andcreative, using drama,
arts and play.and aims to help
childremcopa with a cancer
diagnaosis in the family

February 2023

WORK & CANCER
PROGRAMME

This is a 6-week programme
which will equip you with
strategies and skills to
help manage everyday
symptoms which can
impact on work. This
programme was developed
by TCD and'is supported by

TCD & NCCP.
Booking Essential
April 2023

COUNSELLING

By appointment only

CUISLE HI[DAR;_E

The Waterways

Maas, Tel: 045 852918
Outreach Centre in
Sallins Cu. Kildare

CUISLE CAHCEH
SUPPORT CENTRE

Follow Us:

OR J

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

FUEL FOR SALE
5 large net bags Logs €20
Kindling bags €2.50 per bag
Orders over €60 receive two
bags of kindling free
Car Trailer loads available.
Free delivery to suit. Tel.

totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

Pepper's Court
Portlaocise
Open 7 Days

1lam-7pm

083-0988602

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 Fintan 087-7645855
Al CHIMNEY SWEEP ERAWAN DS

& CAMERA SURVEYS| THAI MASSAGE |BROPERTY MAINTENANCE
Brush & Vac. No mess - & GROUNDWORKS

Patio areas, driveways,
stump removal, lawns,
kerbing, hedging,

Tﬁkg
=== fencing and drainage.

Call now for & competitive guote!

085-7759975

desgroundworks22@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Rapair of Qil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers

Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the ofd sludge and water that has built up
in your radiators and bailars aver tha years with clean
water and [nhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save money

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

EXPERIENCED DJ
FOR ALL EVENTS
Weddings
Birthday Parties
and much more!
James Callaghan
085-1472855

E-mail; jedjmusic@live.com
Facebook; Jc Dj Music

DAVE CUNNINGHAM /A &

CARPENTRY SERVICES ,
Registered and fully insured \
Budget Kitchens €€E€€ at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,
Partitions and wainscating.
Qutdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken,

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

DELUXE PAINTING & TILING
Interior Painting and Decoration
Exterior Painting and Spray Painting
Ceramic Tile and Matural Stone
Installer
Laminating Floor
Powerwashing and Cleaning Service
Contact Thomas 083-1819693

deluxepaintingtiling@gmail.com
http://deluxe-painting-tiling. business. site/

%ﬁn ELECTRICIAN
78! AVAILABLE
For all domestic work

Contact Paddy;
087-2557342

All Scrap Metal; Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

4. PAINTER
F .

DECORATOR
AVAILABLE

Call Elaine R /
085-8788259 i _»

T N STAFF RE IRED
Sue Ryder Kilminchy are
currently recruiting a skilled
kitchen staff member to join
our existing team. Five days
per week including weekends.
Hours are 10am to 3.30pm.
Contact Eimear
057-8668854

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Monday 13™ February in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome.




LARGE WAREHOUSE | EREE EXERCISE CLASSES

CLOSING DOWN FOR OVER 60's
; Thursday 9.30am
All windows and doors for

) . Venue,
sale. Tables, chairs, toilet 0ld boys school Ballyroan
equipment, ladies salon Free refreshments after
equipment. Contact Brian; class. Contact Sarah; 6 WEEKS
086'2392600 035—1966999 -2 evenings per week
- Monday &
HOUSEKEEPER GARDEN Wekas “ ll
REQUIRED x MAINTENANCE |saiyroan communty .
2 hours, 3 days weeky  Get yourgarden n fliciss 1IN

shape for 2023.

Portlaoise area e )
: i xperienced gardener available for
Meal preparatlon and |Ight all types of garden maintenance.

housework. Contact; References available. Contact;
Caroline 086-2671513 Ray 085-2055198

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 |{) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday afternoon at 3pm in the Parish Centre for activities,
friendships and fun, all are welcome. Activities for the coming week;

AGM scheduled for 15" February at 3pm in Parish Centre. Membership €25 per year. Old and new members welcome.
Outing Wednesday 22" February to Snowdrop Festival Altamont Gardens Carlow Trip, includes guided tour
of gardens followed by meal in Teach Dolmen Restaurant Carlow Town. The gardens are magnificent this time of year,
lots of seated areas, gravel walks, cafe. Bus leaving Parish Centre 10.45%am, €10 bus.

24" ppril 2023; 5 Day Spring Holiday, staying at the award winning 4* Castlerosse Park Hotel Killarmey.
Breath-taking scenic location situated within Killarney Mational Park, Price €475 p.p.s. includes half board, luxury
cuar:h I::i.‘:ul',-r tours Iucal plr:k up Fm' furthEr lnﬁ:lrmatmn call ﬂﬁ? 520451?

Top score: Peter Stevenson | :I.SIt Lad\r. Klt Farrell | 2nd Lad\r. B'Ett'y' I'~“rl.,|r|:h1'i'«,r (s
1% Gent: Ciaran Fitzpatrick | 2" Gent: Frank Keenan | 1* Half: Tom Dunne | 2™ Half: Mary Delaney " Ll f
Raffle: 1% Molly O’ Brien | 2™ Tom Kearns | 3™ Bridie Kennedy | 4™ Maureen Fitzpatrick A

Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. '_ﬁij ]
Anyone interested in learning to play, contact Breda Cooley. -
Mary's Meals - Coin Collection; We are appealing to you for your old coins and copper coins that are in jam jars,
vases and odd pots around the house, We are using these to translate into food to feed the children in Mary's Meals
School Feeding Programmes. Because Mary's Meals can provide a meal for 11¢, your generosity can make a massive
difference. You don‘t need to count it! If you are willing to donate Irish, sterling or foreign coins/notes, please contact
Angela Moore at 089-4339592.

Growth in the Holy Spirit Monthly Retreat; Sts. Peters & Paul's Parish Church Portlacise, Saturday 25" February
10am to 1.30pm. Holy Mass 10am - Confessions available. Retreat continues in the Parish Centre from 10.45am to
1.30pm. Exposition, Rosary, Holy Spirit Novena, Praise & Worship, Teaching, Prayer Ministry. Contact Michael Nerney
086-8157305. Spiritual Director Fr. Ruairi O' Domhnaill P.P. All are welcome.

The Legion of Mary will pray for all the intentions on the petition wall this week.

New Year - New Opportunity to get invelved; Are you a parent or grandparent with a few hours free each week?
If so, please consider offering friendly support to young parents with Parents First. There is free training and ongoing
mentoring. Find out more, call Dolores or Paula at 086-1959221 or 057-9322996.

Portlaoise Parish Centre
Join Every Tuesday

o Today! 7am-1:30pm
5pm-6pm
'f\

FREE
UMSEM  in classes Call in and chat to Breda

Ll

If not now - when?




Forgiving and Forgiven

At Mass on Sunday we normally contribute to a collection called the
offertory collection, where you can put this into the little safe box in
the exit of all doors of the Church. Most of you have probably
brought a coin for your offering today. There are many places in the
Bible that teach us the importance of presenting an offering to God,
but the truth is that God is more interested in what's in our heart
than he is in what's in our hand.

<

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said, "You have heard that it was said to people long ago,
'You must not murder. If you commit murder, you will be subject to judgement.' But I say, even
if you are angry with someone, you are subject to judgment."” He went on to say that you will be
face God's judgment if you call someone a bad name or curse them.

What did Jesus say we should do if we are guilty of any of these things? He said, "If you are
presenting your offering to God and you remember that you have said something that hurt
another person, leave your gift at the altar and go and ask forgiveness from that person. Then
come back and offer your gift to God."

Before we give our offering today, perhaps we should ask ourselves a few guestions. Have I been
angry with someone this week? Have I had any arguments lately? Have I called someone a bad
name? Have I said something about someone that wasn't true? If so, we should ask God to
forgive us and we should go to the person we have hurt and ask them to forgive us. When we
have done that, God will be pleased with our offering.

"Forgive" is a great old hymn written by Corinne Williams. The first verse of this hymn would be
a good prayer for us today.

Forgive the things I've said in haste, O Lord, today,
As evening shadows fold again the light away;
O take away the sting and hurt from hearts, I pray;
And heal the wounded spirits, Lord, in Thine own way!

Dear God, sometimes we say things in
anger that hurt other people.

Help us to guard against hateful and
hurtful words and forgive us as we ask
those we have hurt to forgive us as well.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.




Confirmation Dates

PORTLAOISE
Friday 24th & Saturday 25th February

2 e ABBEYLEIX AND BALLYROAN
= Saturday 2nd March

KNOCK AND BALLINAKILL

A’ )/7) Saturday 29th March

(= Confirmation

FORGIVING AND FORGIVEN

“Therefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave your gift there in front of the altar. First
go and be reconciled to your brother; then come and offer your gift” matthew 5:21-25

DANGER
PEOPLE 2 3 4
ANGRY '
MURDER
JUDGMENT
GIFT 7
ALTAR
FOOL

ACROSS e _ _ _ DOWN
1 To decide if a person is guilty or innocent. 1, A group of human beings (men, women or

A present that is given to another person.
Killing of a person by another person.
The place where gifts or sacrifices to God
are made.

MY PRAYER

Angel of God,

my guardian dear,

To whom God's love commits me here,

Ever this day,
be at my side,

to light, to guard,

to rule, and guide.

Amen.

5.
7.
8.

children)
2. To be furious
4, To be at risk of being injured or harmed.
6 A person who lacks good sense.

MID-TERM
BREAK IS HERE!!

We hope our young parishioners
have a lovely break

"~

3




How do you handle adversity? What are you thinking
when the sun goes down on those cold, windy nights,
when you're trying to get to sleep, and the wind
keeps swirling and howling through wyour bedroom
windows?

Sleep Soundly When the Wind Blows

Years ago a farmer owned land along the Atlantic
seacoast. He constantly advertised for hired hands.
Most people were reluctant to work on farms along
the Atlantic. They dreaded the awful storms that
raged across the Atlantic, wreaking havoc on the
buildings and crops. As the farmer interviewed
applicants for the job, he received a steady stream of
refusals. Finally, a short, thin man, well past middle
age, approached the farmer. "Are you a good farm
hand?" the farmer asked him. "Well, I can sleep when
the wind blows," answered the little man.

i , s T SR
Although puzzled by this answer, the farmer,
desperate for help, hired him. The little man worked
well around the farm, busy from dawn to dusk, and
the farmer felt satisfied with the man's work. Then
one night the wind howled loudly in from offshore.
Jumping out of bed, the farmer grabbed a lantern and
rushed next door to the hired hand's sleeping
quarters. He shook the little man and yelled, "Get up!
A storm is coming! Tie things down before they blow
away!" The little man rolled over in bed and said
firmly, "No sir. I told you, I can sleep when the wind
blows." Enraged by the response, the farmer was
tempted to fire him on the spot. Instead, he hurried
outside to prepare for the storm. To his amazement,
he discovered that all of the haystacks had been
covered with tarpaulins. The cows were in the barn,
the chickens were in the coops, and the doors were
barred. The shutters were tightly secured. Everything
was tied down. Mothing could blow away.

Time to Think!

Random Tales of Wisdom

The farmer then understood what his hired hand
meant, so he returned to his bed to also sleep while
the wind blew. Can you sleep when the wind blows?
When wou're prepared, spiritually, mentally and
physically, you have nothing to fear.

A Cat goes to Heaven

A cat dies and goes to Heaven. God meets him at the
gate and says, 'you have been a good cat all of these
years. Anything you desire is yours, all you have to
do is ask.' The cat says, "Well, I lived all my life with
a poor family on a farm and had to sleep on
hardwood floors.'! God says, 'Say no more.! And
instantly, a fluffy pillow appears. A few days later,
& mice are killed in a tragic accident and they go to
Heaven. God meets them at the gate with the same
offer that He made the cat. The mice said, 'All our
lives we've had to run. Cats, dogs and even women
with brooms have chased us. If we could only have a
pair of roller skates, we wouldn't have to run
anymore.! God says, 'Say no more.! And instantly,
each mouse is fitted with a beautiful pair of tiny roller
skates. About a week later, God decides to check and
see how the cat is doing. The cat is sound asleep on
his new pillow. God gently wakes him and asks, 'How
are you doing? Are you happy here?' The cat yawns
and stretches and says, 'Oh, I've never been happier
in my life. And those Meals on Wheels you've been
sending over are the best!

Prayer to let go of the past

Lord Jesus I pray that You would enable me to forget
the things which are past and help me to press
forward, knowing that my hope and my future is in
You. Help me not to dwell on past hurts and painful
memories and enable me to forget what is behind
and to walk forward into each new day, holding Your
hand. Lord I release all of the painful memories I
have to You and pray that You would help me to
renew my mind day by day and to focus my thoughts
on the Lord Jesus Christ. Help me also to forgive all
those that have caused me pain so that by Your
grace You would help me to fill my heart with new
and joyful thoughts. Lord 1 believe that You came to
heal the broken-hearted and set the captives free.
Wash away all these hurtful memories that are
causing me so much heartache I pray — and replace
them with the joy of my salvation, which I have
received in Christ Jesus my Saviour - for which I
offer You thanks and praise. Lord may the words of
my mouth and all the thoughts in my mind be filtered
through You - and may I build up new memories that
are sweetened by the beauty of Your Person, in Jesus
name I pray, Amen.

Fr. Paddy invites vou to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 28,650 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or feave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www. portlaoiseparish.ie/ariicles



Laois Open Door Theatre

“It's the Real McCoy”
by Tommy Marren

Yes Laois Open Door Theatre is
back on stage!

Friday 24t February
Saturday 25% February

In the Dunamaise Theatre and
Tickets €16-€18 Arts Centre, 8pm

This year Laois Open Door Theatre brings you a rip roaring rural
comic drama set in the 1960°s (Mayo) “It's the Real McCoy” by
Tommy Marren - a play guaranteed to please. With two love stories,
a dominant wife, a frightened husband, confused curate, a gormless
postman and two pedigree gossips, this production has all the
ingredients for an unforgettable night of theatre.

“It’s the Real McCoy” by Tommy Marren is packed with witty one
liners and numerous twists and turns and is a rip roaring comedy
that will have you rolling in your seats with laughter. A play not to
be missed. So come and experience the confusion and the comedy at
“It's the Real McCoy” by Tommy Marren.

Director; Eadaoin O'Connell

To book call the box office 057-8663355 or online at www.dunamaise.ie
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

. AMY DUNPHY
"{ Marian Avenue, Portlaoise

Ak

ik

VANDA RAFTER
née Szwaglis
Glenside, Portlaoise

£l

Ak

Ak

DENIS (Hector) PHELAN
St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise

(1]

SEAMUS HOLLAND
Killone, The Heath
Stradbally

(1]

JAMES (Jim) KERWIN
Mountrath /Ballacolla

I
MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death nofice at www.porilaoiseparish iefdeathnotices
5 KATHLEEN BRACKEN
neée Dunne

Ballyfin Road, Portlacise. %" Anniversary occurs af this time,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
this Saturday 11* February at 6.30pm.

Will those who think of Kathleen today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

(L)

L)

In Loving Memory of

L)

(1)

(1]

L1

(1

Loved abways by Larry, Frances and family.

May Kathleen Rest in Reace
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In Loving Memorv of
MARGARET (Peggy) KELLY

1 Mountrath Road, Portlaoise.
1+t Anniversary occurs 16t February 2023

?

1= Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts, Peter & Paul's Parish Church,

Sunday 19 February at 10am.

i

v

Lovingly remembered and
sadly missed by her
loving husband and family.

ﬁ" Rast in Reace Regqy

% In Loving Memory of ?
| SEAN KEOGH

Late of 6 Park View, Portlacise. 12 Anniversary. Died 14/2/2011.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church this
Saturday 11" February at 5pm.

v

r

L)

r

WL/

Sean, deep in our fearts your memory is Kept,
> To love and to cherish and never forget.
Sadly missed and always remembered by his loving
wife Brid and all his family.
JOSS ROBINSON ?
St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.

15t Anniversary occurs 12 February 2023

We think of you in silence, we often spaak your
name, but all we have are memories and a
picture in a frame,

Your resting place we vigit, and put flowers
there with care, but no one knows our
heartache we tum and leave you there,

"

In Loving Memory of

WL WL

WL

WL

Saadly missed by your loving wife Peggy, sons Joseph and Michael,
daughters Jackie and Margaret, brothers Jim, Michael and Paddy,
grandchildren and greal-grandchildren.

Rast in Reace ~Joss

WL WL/ WL WL

%}rth:mdﬁseupmmeet}mu. 2
May the wind be always at your back.

May the sun shine warm upon your face;
the rains fall soft upon your fields
and until we meet again,
mzyﬂudhuldjunhﬂulﬂhnuf
His hand.
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In Loving Memory of
Dr. HUGH (Hugo) GATH

Elm Lawn, Portlavise and Kilcormae, Offaly
3" Anniversary oceurred 8" February 2023.
Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Saturday
11" February at 6:30pm.

Will those whe think of Hugh
today, a little prayer to Jesus say.

Luved-m:d-missﬁdrﬁy all fiis
ﬁ:-pinﬁﬁmiﬁr ﬂnd'-fn'ﬁnd'.}.
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> BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

% In Loving Memory of our Wonderful Mother
BERNADETTE COYNE

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Birthday occurs 11t February 2023

We are sending a dove to Heaven with a
parcel on its wings,
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Be careful when you open it,
It's full of beautiful things.
Inside are a million kisses, wrapped up
in a million hugs, to say how much we
miss you and to send you all our love.
We hold you close within our hearts and
there you will remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives, until we meet again
Thinking of you, today and alwaye. 2 .
Fappy Sirthday 5 AR 05
Sadly missed and loved by all her ¥ 1 % v
loving family. '
CMay CBernies gentle soul Rest in Reace
% BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
- In Loving Memory of a Dear Sister
BERNIE COYNE
Boughlone, Portlacise, Co. Laois.
Birthday occurs 11t February 2023
Precious people are very few, that is
why Bernie, there was only one of you,
Nothing on earth could ever replace,
the sound of your voice, or the smile on
your face.
From your loving sister Kitty,
brother-in-law Donie and family and
your sisters Mary, Peggy and Trish xxxx
Rast in " Reace SBernie
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In Loving Memory of &
EILEEN PHELAN

New Road, Portlaoise.
2! Anniversary occurs 17" February 2023.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish
Church, on
Sunday 19" February at 12:30pm.

In God's care you rest above,
In our hearts you rest in love,
Never more than a thought away,
Loved and remembered everyday.
In Heaven you rest,
Mo worries or pain,
God bless you...until we meet again.

MADGE McEVOY

Sadly missed by your loving family and friends.
Capoley, Portlaoise.

Rest in Reave Zileon
% In Loving Memory of
5" Apniversary oceurs Monday 13" February 2023,
Much loved and cherished Mather, Grandmather and Great-grandmather,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Sunday 12t February at 12:30pm.

Just a prayer from the family who loved
you, just a memaory fond and true,
In our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you.

Sadly missed and always remembered by;
Sarahann, Ailish, Mary, Joe, Breda and their families.

CMay Madge Rest in ' Reace

In Loving Memory of 3
MARY CONROY

18 St. John's 8. Portlavise. 11" Anniversary.

For a Wonderful Mum

Along the road of suffering, you
Sfound a little lane, that took you up

to Heaven, arzd-cxzd—cd-afr_}lfjurpaixz.
You may be our of sight,
: We may be worlds apart,
%_a But you are always in our prayers
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church on Monday 13% February at 10am.
Love you always Mam, from your loving daughters
Marte, Phil and Josephine.

Reast in Reave Mary

o and _ﬁ:mmr in our fhearts.
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In Loving Memory of ? ? In Loving Memory of ?
TONY GREENE - SHEILA HARNAN WHELAN

St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise. Doirefea, Ballydavis, Portlaoise,
Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in EN Auniversaty oceurs LB Fobenary 2023

Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Thursday 16" February at 10am.

(L)

2rd Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, on
Sunday 19% February at 9.30am.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by
all his laving family and friends.

Rest in ' Peace ‘Cony

@ ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of

TER ESA R YA N {née McEvoy)

Woodbrook, Portarlington and Wexford

Sheila, you are forever in our
thoughts and prayers.

Sadly missed by her loving family,
John, Sharon, Seamus, Nicoli,
Siobhan, Fr. Nick, Fr. [im,
grandchildren, relatives
and friends.

Rest in Reace heila

. The families of the late Teresa Ryan (née
= McEvay) would like to thank everyone who
sympathised with them on their recent, sad
i loss. A sincere thanks to the family and
friends who supported Teresa, Barry, Katig,
Paidi, Hannah and the entire McEvoy family
over Teresa's illness, and continue to do so.
We thank those who travelled from near
and far to celebrate Teresa's life; Fr David
e Vard and those who called to the Ryan and
McEvoy houses, attended the wake at Moloney Undertakers
funeral home, attended the funeral in Emo Church and burial
afterwards in Emo cemetery.
We thank everyone that brought food to our homes, sent
flowers, left messages of condolences, gave cards or letters
and to the Rathnamanagh and Emo communities for their help
before, during and after the funeral,
We offer a heartfelt thank you to the nurses, doctors and
healthcare assistants in Midlands Regional Hospital Portlaoise,
Tallaght University Hospital and Saint Vincent's Private
Hospital who looked after Teresa so well. The staff of the Day
Care Oncology Units, under the guidance of Prof. Janice
Walshe, are thanked in particular. A big thank you to
Dr. Sinéad Lynch and all the staff in An Lialann, and Mr.
Dermot Donaghy and all the McElwees Pharmacy staff, both in
Mountmellick, for their unwavering support for Teresa,
Many thanks to Moloney Undertakers, for their guidance and
professionalism, and to Mr. P.1. Gleeson for preparing Teresa‘s
final resting place in Emo Cemetery. Fr. Joe O'Neill, assisted by
Fr. Tom Dooley and Fr. loseph Loftus {TU Dublin), are thanked
for their lovely funeral mass. Ms. Sarah Troy is thanked for
providing the beautiful music at the funeral mass. The children
of Emo MNational School, their teachers, and Principal Mr. Cyril
Duggan, are thanked for providing Teresa's guard of honour,
Thanks to the management and staff of The Heritage Hotel,
Killenard, who served a fine meal after the burial.
It is not possible to thank everyone individually here, howewver,
we wish to acknowledge everyone’s contribution and support;
we are very grateful to all those who helped us during this
difficult period. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered
for your intentions.
Teresa’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated this Sunday,
12" February at 11am in Emo Church.

CMay ‘Ceresa Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of

LARRY (Laurence) McDONALD
45 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
11% Anniversary occurs 13 February 2023,
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish
Church this Sunday 12" February at 11.15am.
Gone are the days we used to share,
But in our hearts you are always there,
The gates of memory will never close,
e miss you more than anyone knows,
Ttk tenider fvpe :zndldé.'cp regret,
We wiho fove you will never forget.
Sadly missed by fis loving wife
Margaret, sons Maurice, Paul, Gregory,
grandchildren and great-grandchild,

? In Loving Memory of ?
| MICHAEL DEMPSEY '

3 Roselawn, Portlacise and late of Rathdowney.
8" Anniversary occurred 1% February 2023

Looking back on all our years and
things that we've been through,
Of all the choices that I made,

I'm glad | married you,

Sadly missed by your loving wife Marie.
Will those who think of Dad today,
A little praver to fesus say.

Lots of love Vad, from Joe, Patricia, Mickey, Helena and
Ame, daughters-in-law, son-m-law and grandchildren.

CMay CMichael (Rest in Reace
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In Loving Memory of €] = KEEGAN'’S +
oot rrowe. | FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Formerly New Road, Portlacise.
26th Anniversary occurred 10t February 2023 50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

3 Waonderful memaries of one so dear, ‘
Treasured still with a love sincere,
In our hearts he is living yet,

We loved him too dearly to forget. oo ‘

Always loved and remembered by

Daddy, Mammy, brothers, sisters, Contact Matthew

nieces and nephews.

Mass of intentions offered. 087-25491 95
Reast in Reave N illiam David 087-2369887

+ "%? In Loving Memory of HENRY RANKIN
BILL (Wlﬂfﬂm) WHEILAN FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Corrigeen, Stradbally. 8" Anniversary occurs 15" February *23.

o -,

b4

We have opened a new office and show room on
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the P

Church of the issumplmn the Heath, on Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
Sunday 19" February at 9:30am. {opposite the E.5.8. and Condell tractors)
When we look upon vour picture, Contact:

Sweel memories we recall 057-8620567 &

O a foce s Jull of sunshme, PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢
Arid a smile jfor one and all.

) h NIALL; -
Sadly missed by yvour recently deceased wife 086-2770095 ﬁr#
Rita (02/403/2022), dawghter Arnne, sons Seamus & Ray, i :
in-laws, prandchildren and great-grandchildren.

Moy SBill Rt in Raave R S iR, t_mﬁf-tr-i"

THOMAS ROBINSON THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

) Beladd, Pﬂi"ﬂﬂﬂl‘.!-:f. L " e .l:ffrl' tribute card for pour loved one
11th Anniversary occurs 15 February 2023. r bespoke memorial cards.

Create a collage of images illustrating
May the God of love and mercy, the life of your loved one with our

Care for our Joved one that is gone, expert Design Team.

. A Y ey A e All ouir Cards are individually designed
3 unigue keepsakes, with ne hidden charges
Thase left to carry on. for additional photas or images. §

? In Loving Memory of @' % MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
=== For

=

Abwvays remembered by R
your loving family. l'm'llaulsc Ccu Laois

. BO57 86 34050
&ﬂ'f M IE’E{EB @m www.mochuaprint.ic

You are my rock wy
strengheld

Psalms 30:93

Abbbbbbb bbb bbb bbb bbbk



Viartin Ryamn
Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons + Oleo-Mac
= Legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers

Adj. to
Partlooise Golf Club

MOBILITY INSTALLATIONS

Helping You Gel Around

Supply and Fitting

to the highest standards

Wall Mounted Shower Seats
Internal and External Handrails
Ramps
Dropdown Support Rails and Bathroom Grab Rails
Stair Handrails
Home Improvements
All fitted in line with current building regulations

% Michael 087-6293155 < Jo 086-3449236
www. mobilityinstallations.ie

THE CULT OF SAINT ABBAN
BY DR ELLEN GANLY PHD

Thursday, 16th February, 8pm Midlands Park Hotel
All welcome | Email Laoisheritagesociety@gmail .com for
further details
Admission €3 or free for members

waagr Crodn: A seowartracyion of what KiEwbbas wighe ume babed Wbt bn the 308 Cenpary. by Mare Guervms )

LINE DANCING WITH
MAUREEN CULLETON

WHERE?
PARISH CENTRE PORTLAOISE

WHEN?
THURSDAYS NAM

(STARTS MARCH ZND UNTIL 6TH APRIL)

FOR MORE INFORMATION OR TO REGISTER
COMNTACT CATRIONA ON 0BG 793 5234 |
CSLATTERY @LAOISSPORTS.IE

Y Try
ELS

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
- NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

/FREE Social
{SSCCER

| For Men Aged 16 -

PORTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE
WEDNESDAY 4PM - 5PM

PORTARLINGTON LEISURE CENTRE
WEDNESDAY 4PM - 5PM

6 SPORT IRELAND

Contact Eimear to Register: 0860111722 [ ebryant@laoissports.ie




Results for
9" February 2023

P (o (o) o0

No €16,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Tom O’ Donoghue Anthony Preston
1 Match
3
Receives
€1,000

Join us live on Facebook every Thursday evening
at Spm for our parish lotto draw

Play PARISH

QOOE

portlaociseparishlaois - ontine

www. portlaciseparish.ie

Follow Us % ©PortlaciseParis

& Like Us @

Next Week's Jackpot is €17,000
Join us live on Facebook every Thursday evening

at 5pm for our parish lotto draw

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Eccles 15:15-20 | Psalm 118:1-2, 4-5, 17-18
1 Corinthians 2:6-10 | Matthew 5:17-37

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish. The generosity of so many means
we continue to be well supported. Please find your way to contribute.
Donation boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account: IBAN: IE12ZAIBK933279166558201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

| Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

@ Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ_ . Tel: 057 8661605

=l Deacon Eugene Keyes
@l Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portiaciseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



Walk to the Well

|

.. Tam leaving St. Fintan’s Church Raheen

‘ to walk to St. Fintan’s Well

Rosary will be recited at the well at
8:15am

Remember you have to walk back also! If this is too much the Sisters can offer a lift back
to the Church

Please do drive to the well for to recite the Holy Rosary with us if the

walk will be too much for you! &5

7pm Holy Mass in honour of St. Fintan,
St. Fintan’s Church, Raheen presided by
Bishop Denis Nulty

All are welcome!



