PORTLAOISE )
PARISH

p Friday 17th March

12th March 2023 To mark the celebration of the feast of our National Patron,
the 11.15am Mass on Friday will be celebrated ‘as Gaeilge’.

Domhnach lll Den Charghas
alGaeilge

La Le Padraig

See page 2 for full Mass Timetable

St. Patrick’s Breastplate

Christ with me,
Christ before me,
Christ behind me,

Christ in me,
Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when | lie down,
Christ when | sit down,
Christ when | arise,

Chrlst in the heart of every man who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,
Christ in every eye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilte Us(g) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/ portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Saint Patrick

St. Patrick was born very probably in [

the early years of the fifth century in
Roman colony of Britain. He was
taken captive at the age of sixteen [
and brought to Ireland where he was :
sold as a slave. He tended herds on
Slemish Mountain for six years. His captivity had a very
positive effect on his spiritual life. He prayed many times each
day, his faith growing stronger and his love and reverence for
God increasing. He escaped back home at the age of
twenty-two. It was obvious to him that God was calling him to
return to convert the Irish. The voice of the Irish was calling
him to come and walk among them once more. He studied
probably in France, returned to Ireland as a bishop 457-61, or
as early as 432 according to another tradition. His mission was
not immediately greatly successful but eventually he would
make a tremendous number of converts. Two writings survive:
the Letter to Coroticus, a protest to the solders of a British
prince who had killed some converts and sold others as
slaves, and his Confession written near the end of his life,
showing him as one living by the faith he preached and
allowing Christ to direct his whole life. He died 491, though
again other dates have been suggested, 480 or as early as
461.
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Mass times for the coming week

{Parish Church or aotherwise stated)

Monday - Thursday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm

Thursday 7.30pm (Vigil for St. Patrick’s Day)
Friday St. Patrick’s Day
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am (As Gaeilge)
and 7.30pm
The Heath: 9.30am

Ratheniska: 10am
Saturday
10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.20pm (Saturday)
8.20am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMNISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

St. Patrick’s Day
Friday 17th March

To mark the celebration of the feast of our Mational Patron,
the 11.15am Mass on Friday will be celebrated ‘as Gaeilge’

We welcome into our Parish Community
Ava Rose O'Brien, Roselawn
Maya Emily Doran, Clonroosk Abbey
Elsie May Sinnott, Crubeen, Ballyroan
Odhran Martin Reid, Forest Park
Sofia Ganiprauskaite, Clonroosk Abbey
lamie Michael O'Donoghue, Colliers Court
Who were baptised last weekend.

~ Pope Francis' Prayer Intention
s i for March 2023

‘iﬂg* For victims of abuse
[ - Pope Francis tells us, “In response
u: to cases of abuse, especially to

’ those committed by members of the
Church, i's not enough to ask for
forgiveness. Asking for forgiveness

is necessary, bul it is not enough. Asking for for-
giveness is good for the victims, but they are the ones
who have to be “at the centre” of everything. Their pain
and their psychological wounds can begin to heal
if they find answers —if there are concrete actions to
repair the horrors they have suffered and to prevent
them from happening again. The Church cannot try to
hide the tragedy of abuse of any kind. Nor when the
abuse takes place in families, in clubs, or in other

|| types of institutions. The Church must serve as a mod-

el to help solve the issue and bring it to light in society
and in families. The Church must offer safe spaces for
victims to be heard, supported psychologically, and
protected.” This month Pope Francis invites us to join
in his prayer intention "....for those who have suffered
because of the wrongs done to them from members of
the Church; may they find within the Church herself a
concrete response to their pain and suffering.”




Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - S5pm. Phone 057 86 21044
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Camprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG —
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Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests 'T? LTI T m”"m:.,_} PREMIUM = 5.1h1 = BLACK
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Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc. = e

Hearing Aid Batteries, Miner Repairs, ete. {incl. postal service) I m pro,ve, Dlo n .lt M oVe !

Ear Wax Removal Service i
Maximise the value of your home.
In Aﬂendance B SPACE-SAVING - MAXIMISE YOUR GARAGE HEADROOM

B SECURITY-ENABLED AUTO-LOCKING SYSTEM
10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois. B CHOICE OF 21 COLOURS TO MATCH YOUR HOME
B REMOVAL AND RECYCLING OF YOUR OLD DOOR
B DEDICATED AFTER-CARE TEAM

ElnuLLl 05 ?85 03369 BESPOKE ELECTRIC 'J‘E'EJH‘E-J

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only AOLLER RSN SR AL L
=1 TTER
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 DOONS www.garoliade. [\ ACROSS IRELAND

E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com W Trustpilot | Checkatrade c €
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie sl -
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TRSTRIT SAFETY MEASIRRES IM PLACE, IM LINE WATH ADNVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®™™




RAMPS &RAILS

F O R T H O M E

We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of E

movement and steel handrails to provide safe

access for everyone . .
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Laois Physiotherapy
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Clinic Ty e
) live life physically well
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d: 9:30 Op C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
e e TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
R ; ; HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

e

[ Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

&
Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@)@techmarketir|
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WALKING GROUP

Our walking group brings
participants through a
walking programme gradually
increasing fitness owver time,
The walking group helps
people diagnosed with cancer
take positive steps towards
better health. Exercise has
been shown to help with
fatigue for cancer survivors,

THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This is a self-management
prograrmme for cancer
survivors with the aim of
improving their quality of life

(Developed by Standford
University)

10am-12 noon
Booking Essential

ENTITLEMENTS

A Citizens Information
Adviser will give you
advice about the
financial help you may
be entitled to and will
help you to navigate the
process. e.g., medical
card application etc

R L it

CANCER SUPPORT
NURSE

Our cancer care nurse
will provide you with
information to help
you with the emotional
and psychological
impact of your cancer
diagnosis.

to better manage daily health,

i i

\ J/

Block Road, Portlaoise

057 8681492
wiww.cuislecancersupport.com email: info@auislecancersupport.ie

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is operating
as normal - we are currently following Natlonal
Cancer Control Programme guidelines. Facemasks
are required to be worn for all attendees. The
welfare & care of those attending & working in the
centre as always is our priority.

Tuesdays

MEN’S GROUP
1st Tuesday of each month
from 10am-11am
Next Group 7th March

MINDFULNESS FOR
MEN

TTam-12noon

PROSTHESIS & BRA

FITTING DAY

28th March
Spaces Available.

Bocoking Essential

MINDFULNESS
PROGRAMME

11am-12Znoon
6 Week Course
Booking Essential

PILATES
12.45pm-1.30pm
Places Limited
6 Week Coursse

Wednesdays
Next

GARMENTFITTING
Serra Nova
29th March
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
sungery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only

REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI

By appointment only

ART
From 2-4pm

CHAIR YOGA
10am-11am Booking
Essential

NEW - AQUA AEROBICS"

EVERY THURSDAY
from 1.45-2.30pm
IN PORTLAOISE LEISURE CEHTRE

R:Wﬂmmua aerobics orexercising In water can really help i 5
hrrnpl‘ru-eden'la and quality of life, as wedl as helping you keep ft, healthy and haptp‘gr
Please give the centre a call if you would like to attend this dass on 057 8681492

THI5 CLASS 15 FREE OF CHARGE AS 15 ALL OUR SERVICES

Thursdays

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
10am-11.15am
Booking Essential

CLIMB PROGRAMME

Helping Children Understand
Cancer, This programme is fun
apdcreative, using drama,
arts and play and aims to help
children cope with a cancer
diagnosis in the family

February 2023

WORK & CANCER
PROGRAMME

This is a 6-week programme
which will equip you with
strategies and skills to
help manage everyday
symptoms which can
impacton work. This
programme was developed
by TCD andis supported by
TCD & MCCP.
Booking Essential

April 2023
COUNSELLING

By appointment only

CUISLE KILDARE

The Water llins,

Maas, Tel: D45 852918
Outreach Centre in

Sallins Co. Kildare
2 days per week - Tuesdays

& Wednesdays

CUISLE CANCER

SUPPORT CENTRE
Follaw Us:

fHCR J

- Sam-2pm

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge




LiaAM GRANT

WoobD DESIGN

KITCHENS - BEDROOMS - MEDIA WALLS [ESTD. 1998]

10% Off Spring Offer until 31stMarch

We can create the pe

Individual Kitchens starting from €4,

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise. R32 Y275
Liam 087-8280265 | liam.lgwd@gmail.com

John 086-3864013 | johnlgwd@gmail.com

. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
f' T YOURSELF NOTICEI

: : BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGH AGENCY
Irish Enterprise - oo 0
Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022
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Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TFB3
. 045 433569
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Inch House

IR ELAND

1Oth March Yoga & _-?'u.'i.'t_J['II]'I!IL‘IF.L'I.'EHE'H & El'”:'“'“
Stradbally, Co. Laois
Sound Bath Meditation

A Selection of exquisitely

cut sandwiches, freshly Relax, heal and unwind
baked scones and at our next yoga and
delightful sweet cakes. sound bath lead by

St it T i Gl Yogi Margaret
Comerford.

All levels welcome. Inchhouseireland.ie

+3553-85-86819218

€10 off a group of 4 guests o1

T ol .
more with this voucher.

VMiartin Ryan
Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons = Oleo-Mac
Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd. » legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers

Ady. Ter

- NEED HOME HEATING OIL? el
- NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? e O

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 | "

v igh Quality Laminates
‘Engineered Wood Floors
Carpets, Tiles.
All materials made in the EU
We supply and fit on request.

Visit our 10W
Mountmellick R




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

FUEL FOR SALE
5 large net bags Logs €20
Kindling bags €2.50 per bag
Orders over €60 receive two
bags of kindling free
Car Trailer loads available.
Free delivery to suit. Tel.

Fintan 087-7645855

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

ERAWAN
THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaoise
Open 7 Days

1lam-7pm

GARDEN

%, MAINTENANCE
~ Get your garden in
shape for 2023.

Experienced gardener available for

all types of garden maintenance.
References available. Contact;

Ray 085-2055198

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Rapair of Qil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers

Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the old sludge and water that has built up
in your radiators and boilars aver the yaars with claan
water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save money

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

083-0988602

CLARE'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

DAVE CUNNINGHAM A &

CARPENTRY SERVICES ,’
Registered and fully insured \
Budget Kitchens €£€€ at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,
Partitions and wainscating.
Qutdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken.

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

DELUXE PAINTING & TILING
Interior Painting and Decoration
Exterior Painting and Spray Painting
Ceramic Tile and Matural Stone
Installer
Laminating Floor
Powerwashing and Cleaning Service
Contact Thomas 083-1819693

%ﬂn ELECTRICIAN

"8l AVAILABLE

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

All Scrap Metal;, Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;

Seeking morning/afternoon
care for two elderly people
in their own home.

Apply with CV to
Familycarer2023@gmail.com

& GROUNDWORKS
stump remaval, lawns,
kerbing, hedging,
Calf now for a competitive guote!
085-7759975

Patio areas, driveways,
— fencing and drainage.
dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

del intingtiling@gmail. 3
ittt b ] UBI-2557342 Richard 085-2529893
CARER DS The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
REOUIRED PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

Monday 13" March in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome.




GARDEN MAINTENANCE
A AREA
Hedge trimming, tree and hedge
planting, weeding and spraying,
Lawnturf, monthly maintenance.
Installation of beds, stone, woodchip
etc. General garden tidy. Contact
Richard for no obligation quote on

087-9828558

®_ % FITNESS FOR ALL

BOOTCAMPS
In The Rock GAA Gym
Saturday mornings 8am-9am
Portlacise Parish Centre
Starting Tuesday 21* March, 7am
Cost €10 PAYG for both
Suitable for all fitness levels. Tel,
Mandy Bloomer 089-2263317

HOST FAMILIES WANTED

In Portlaoise for Swedish students,

Completing 3-week work placement

in Petmania, currently March & April.

Comfortable accommodation and all
meals required.

You receive €200 per week.
Please share with friends or family.
For more info. please telephone
Equipeople 057-8643195

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | {) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday in the Parish Centre for an afterncon of fun, comradeship,
activities etc. New members always welcome.

Monday March 13™; Bowls in St. Marys Sports hall, 3pm. New members welcome.

Tuesday March 14"™; Rehearsals for show.

Wednesday March 15'"; Club at 3pm in the Parish Centre, activities and fun with Moez.

Thursday March 16"™; Cards and chat in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm. New members welcome.

There are still afew seats available on our trip to Killarney 24" April. For further info. call Sheila at 087-6204617.
Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 7" March;

Top score: Kit Farrell | 1 Lady: Betty Murphy | 2™ Lady: Maura Gowing | 1* Gent: Tom Gowing

2™ Gent: Tom Dunne & Angela Brennan | 1% Half: P. Dowling & MNorah Delaney W -15,‘}_3
2" Half: Ciaran Fitzpatrick & A.M. Farrell W |
Raffle: 1* Catherine Fitzpatrick | 2™ Molly O’ Brien | 3" Mary Downey | 4" May Gowing 5" Billy O' Keeffe l-u:‘;._-J
6™ Mary Gowing LA

Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre,

Anyone interested in leaming to play, contact Breda Cooley.

R.N.A.I, Laois/Offaly Branch AGM will be held in Portlacise Parish Centre on Wednesday 15" March at 2pm.
All members welcome to attend. New members also welcome,

Irish Night; Thursday 16" March at 8pm in Seanchistin, Irey, Ballyfin, Portlacise, R32X5D6. Music, singing, sean nds
dancing, line dancing (to Irish music) poetry, stories etc. Admission free, Bigi linn agus mile failte. Contact Maureen
087-6482038, e-mail seanchistin@gmail.com,

Portlacise Tidy Towns Table Quiz; 16™ March in Casey's Pub, all are welcome,

The Irish Cancer Daffodil Day street collection coming soon! Daffodil Day is Friday, 24™ March 2023. We need
volunteers to collect at various locations in Portlaoise. Please text Cathy on 086-879-7907 or message the Facebook
Page Portlaoise Daffodil Day. Give your name, mobile number and time available,

Brigidine Reunion; Reaching out to all Brigidine Past Pupils and inviting you to our annual lunch gathering on Sunday
26™ March at 1pm in the Keadeen Hotel, Newbridge. As this is our first reunion in four years, we are looking forward
to a great day out, If you are interested you can contact Maeve 087-6569975,

Scoil Chriost Ri; Sincere thanks to all who supported our recent Church Gate Collection,

Knitting and Crocheting Group; Starting Menday 13" March in O’ Gorman’s, Kilminchy from 7pm to 9pm. Beginners
very welcome,

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Legion of Mary; Dear Lord, we pray for the homeless and marginalised In our society, ease their troubles with the
provision of more services and people to help them.

Rosary will be prayed for Lent in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath, Monday-5Saturday &.30pm, Sunday 3pm.
Gospel Readings; Fr. Eddie guided a group every Friday to reflect on the Sunday readings. This group has now
recommenced and all are welcome, Friday after 10am Mass. Contact Angela 086-0683085.

Portlacise Parish Lourdes Committee; We are placing a box for anyone wishing to apply for sponsorship in full or
part fare, in the Parish Church beside the statue of Our Lady. The box will be there until 22™ March, Anyone wishing
to make an application, please include your name, address and telephone number. If you are nominating another
person, please ensure that they know you are nominating them and agree to travel. Thank you.

- Coffee Morning
s>~ and Cake Sale

Friday 31* March in the Parish Centre
in aid of the Fatima Invalid Fund.
We would be grateful for cake donations for the
coffee morning. Contact Maura 087-1210263 or
John 087-1254841. We would appreciate if all
raffle tickets could be returned asap as the
draw will take place on 31,

Many thanks for your continued support.,

Mental H

Why not join our Peer Support Group on the 3™ Wednesday of
every month in the Parish Centre.

—'; : Next meeting 15" March, 2.30-3.30pm.

" Drop in for a chat and a cup of tea. This group
- ; aims to support and bring together people with

shared experiences.

087-4108480 | 086-0671658 | 086-8195175
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The Woman at the Well

Most of you probably play some kind of sports. What kind of
sports do you play?

Whether you play sports or just play hard, you know that when
you're exercising, it's very important to take in plenty of liquids.
The guestion is: What kind of liguids should you drink?

Ordinary water, of course, is a good choice, but when you go to
the shops, the shelves are full of all kinds of sports drinks, energy "--:=-'_-:'
drinks, and flavoured water. It's hard to know what's best. —
The advertisement for one popular brand of sports drink says,

"It's better than water, juice, or any other drink. It gives your body what it is thirsty for! It gets
you going and keeps you going."

Wow! They have me convinced, but one thing I've noticed: In all the claims made by sports
drinks, not once have they ever claimed that if you would drink their product, you
would NEVER be thirsty again. If somebody had something that would do that, they would really
have something, wouldn't they? Well, Jesus claimed to have that very thing!

One day Jesus was walking through a town in Samaria. He was hot and tired so he sat down
beside a well to rest. A woman came to the well to get some water and Jesus asked her if she
would give him a drink. The woman was surprised that Jesus spoke to her because Jews would
not usually speak to Samaritans.

Jesus told her that He could give her living water!

She didn’t understand what He was talking about so she said, "You don't even have anything to
get water in, how can you give me living water?"

Then Jesus said, "Whoever drinks from the water from this well will be thirsty again, but whoever
drinks the water I give him will never thirst again."

Wow! Water that would satisfy your thirst so you would never be thirsty again! Jesus wasn't
talking about our thirst for water from a well. He was talking about our thirst for God. The Bible
teaches us that we have a thirst in our heart for the living God. And that is a thirst that only
Jesus can satisfy. So when we have Jesus in our heart, He satisfies our thirst for God and we will
never thirst again! Jesus is life! Drink it up!

M Y Pra Y ey
Dear Lord, You have given us Jesus, the Living Water.
May we drink of Your Living Water so we will never thirst
again. In Jesus’ name, Amen.




ST. PATRICK

As a teenager, Patrick was captured by Irish raiders and forced
into slavery for six years. During this time he learned the
language and customs of the Irish people. He also grew close to
God. After the six years, he escaped and made his way back to
his family. Then he decided that the people of Ireland needed
him. So, he began to learn the Bible and train for mission work.
Once he was ready, he returned to Ireland and preached to the
people for 40 years before he died. As he converted the Irish, he
made disciples out of them. Many of his followers went on to
become renowned religious leaders as well.

Saint Patrick left behind a great example for us to follow. He

could have hated the people who stole him from his family, but Saint Patrick

he knew that they needed God’s love. He loved his enemies and

wanted them to know God like he did. In addition to converting many, he spent time training
them to lead others. We need to learn from his example of not only converting the lost but
training them in God’s Word after they convert. Patrick's love, forgiveness, service, and
leadership provides us with an excellent example to emulate.

Extract from Saint Patrick’s
Breastplate

Christ with me,

Christ before me,
Christ behind me,
Christ in me,

Christ beneath me,
Christ above me,
Christ on my right,
Christ on my left,
Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down,

Christ when I arise,
Christ in the heart of everyone
who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone
who speaks of me,

Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.

My Prayer
Heavenly Father,
You used Patrick,
Your servant, to
bring hope to the
people of Ireland.

Help me to give
myself to You in the
same way he did,
that others may
find hope in You
through my
example.
Amen,

Give to the world
the best you have, (|
and the best will
come back
to you.




It's hard to believe, three years ago, a national lockdown
commenced, as we endured the fear and anxiety, that's part
of a pandemic. That's why this year 2023, thers is s0 much
expectation and joy associated with our national Patron and
the celebrations that accompany Saint Patrick. For the first
time in years, parishes and villages across the country will
gather together and celebrate the great gift of community,
volunteerism, sport, music and culture. This indeed is a sacred
time and I pray, that this Saint Patrick's weekend will be filled
with every blessing for you all.

On St Patrick’s Day we celebrate our Irishness and our faith.
For 5o long in our history they have been intertwined, perhaps
at times identified. As a result we may have been tempted to
take our faith for granted. Admittedly we did not have to fight
for it or die for it as our ancestors did. They were challengad
by their faith and responded generously to that challenge.
Today, Irish people all over the world and we here at home
rejoice In the new opportunities which are available in our
country - for education, employment and a good guality of
life. Indeed many of our exiles will tell you that they regret the
fact that these opportunities were not available to them before
they emigrated, However, a worrying trend, of highly qualified
young people, emigrating because of the lack of affordable
housing, is a cause of deep concern.

In the past the challenge te our faith came from outside of
ourselves — from Penal Laws and from oppressive regimes.
Today the challenge is not so obvious and it comes from
within ourselves. Faith is not something that has myths of
compartmentalisation; rather it impinges on all areas of
human living. Today there is probably no area of life in which
faith is not being challenged and in which It doas not have a
significant contribution to make,

&s individuals and families, whether in ocur work, socialising,
education or whatever, our faith impinges or we can refuse to
allow it to do so. At times we misinterpret and misunderstand
the nature of faith, Great faith is not a faith that walks in the
light and knows no darkness. Real faith perseverss in spite of
God’s seaming silence, When one considers the obstacles with
which Patrick contended - taken captive from his own people
and his home, slavery on Slieve Mish, eventual escape and yet
prepared to return as a missionary and preach Christ’s gospel
to those who had held him captive. The wholeheartedness and
single mindedness of Patrick are clear pointers to his faith, He
is @ man of flesh and blood whose whole life was fed an faith
in God's love. Faith must have been a struggle for him, as it is
for you and me. In the experience of slavery it must hawve
been tempting for him to abandon faith and yield to despair.
Yet he recognised his real helplessness and turned to God as a
helper and a true friend.

Slavery in the 21% century takes on a more sinister and subtle
form. Work, pleasure, comfort, the celebrity status. Almost
unnoticed God can be excluded and pushed out to the margins
of life in a busy competitive world. With so many woices
clambering for our attention we hawve to make an effort to
keep the lines of communication open with God in prayer and
in our participation at Mass and the sacraments.

In a confused and complex culture we need a compass to
provide us with a sense of direction. Enabling us to cope with
and respond to the various challenges which meest us every
day.

Time to Think!

St. Patrick Pray for Us

L

™

I am convinced that faith, properly understood and genuinely
lived can provide us with such a cormpass. Faith can enable us
to see beneath and beyond the situations in which we find
ourselves, Just as in Patrick’s life, faith made it possible for
God to enter, so in our lives faith makes it possible for God to
become involved in our busy world and our hectic activity.

As we celebrate St Patrick’s Day I take this opportunity to
wish you a very happy celebration and pray that the faith
that Patrick brought to our shores will sustain all of us in
challenging times.

If St. Patrick were looking at the &:1 News this evening, he
would undoubtedly be surprised to find that his name was
associated with the greening of the Great Wall of China and of
the Pyramids in Egypt. The marketing people have been very
clever in turning our national feast day into an opportunity to
promote tourism and to seek opportunities for overseas trade.
Fair play to them. If these things help to rebuild our economy
and to ensure that all our people can live with dignity and
enjoy the fruits of citizenship, then there is nothing wrong
with that.

But we who believe in Jesus need to be doing a bit of
marketing ourselves. St, Paul reminds wus that the time will
come when many people will not want to hear the message of
the Gospel. The image of the weeds and the wheat growing
together is a common theme in the Gospels, it is a reminder
that faith and disbelief ex|st side by side |n our soclety. It is
not the responsibility of politicians, economists, entreprensurs
as such to promote faith. It is our task as Christians, together
with Christians of other religious traditions throughout Ireland,
to ensure that the primary focus of St Patrick’s Day remains
the reception of the Gospel and that the values of the Gospel
permeate our civil society.

St Patrick’'s Breastplate is a popular prayer attributed to one
of Ireland’s most beloved patron saints. According to tradition,
St. Patrick wrote it in 433 A.D. for divine protection before
successfully converting the Irish King Leoghaire and his
subjects from paganism to Christianity. (The term breastplate
refers to a piece of armour worn in battle,)

Christ with me, Christ before me, Christ behind me,

Christ in me, Christ beneath me, Christ above me,

Christ on my right, Christ on my left, Christ when I lie down,
Christ when I sit down, Christ when [ arise,

Christ in the heart of every man who thinks of me,

Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me,

Christ in every aye that sees me,

Christ in every ear that hears me.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 29,100 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www. portiaoiseparish.ie/articles



! Often ask people to repeat themselves?
Struggling to hear in noisy surroundings?
People say you have the TV too loud?

hear clearly again!

Don’t miss out any more. V~
Arrange a free hearing test with your local :
bonavox hearing specialists at O’Farrell Opticians

and start your journey to clearer hearing! - .
A all 1o e mm 100A 200 7200 Free PRSIGrant  Discreet

LAl USTNOWOIN 10UV 40U 40U Hearing El'iﬂfhﬂl'ty Digital
Please quate BX CH 01 when calling. Tests Checks Technology

Bull Lane, Portlaoise R32 Y522

O’Farrell Opticians @ bon avox
hearing specialists

OPEN DAY

ABBEYLEIX FURTHER EDUCATION
AND TRAINING CENTRE

Discover what we have to offer: ﬁ“j Tuesday March 7th 2023
T o =#(Vv} 10:00 - 12:00 + 16:00 - 19:00

v.abbeyleixfec.ie

@ abbeyleixfet@loetb.ie

>
(‘\ 057 8731127 9 R32 TX30

ADVANCED ART | ART, CRAFT & DESIGN } ART WITH ANIMATION } BIOSCIENCES | BUSINESS WITH ACCOUNTING |
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT | HEALTHCARE SUPPORT ; NURSING STUDIES | RETURN TO LEARNING




Vol HAVE YOUR SAY!

COMPANY

LEADER]

to shape the next LEADER Programme, Laois Partnership wants to hear from you

Public community workshops will be taking place below

Drate: Location

10th March 7:30pm Killeshin Community Centre

R P Por.tlamse Lanis Partnership
Office

Ldeh Mareh 7:30pm Borris in Ossory - Old Mercy
Convent

22nd March 7:30pm Mountmellick - Beale Centre

23rd March 7:30pm Ballinakill Parochial Hall

S5k sk i Portarlington Community
Centre

78661200

;

Grazing Wanted
Summer Break Grazing for
4 Sports Horses. Preferably

with water or water available.

Details for prompt reply to

S U85=237 1574

HOLY FAMILY SENIOR
SCHOOL, PORTLAOISE

A i . ) Activities
S Sports, Computers,
I Camp Information: Bubble Soccer,
’ Art, Baking
(£ 3rd - 7th April and a lot more! NEW PERSPECTIVES ON THE
® 10am-2pm GreAT FaMine iIN COUNTY LaOIS

BY DR. CiARAN REILLY
@ Holy Family Senior
Thursday, 23rd March, 8pm Balcony Theatre
Mountmellick
All welcome | Email Laoisheritagesociety@gmail com
for further details
Admission €3 or free for members

iy v Chafhe i P L st ==
. 2

School, Portlaoise

holyfamilyseniorcamps@gmail.com
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(| OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
' THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(1]
"

MICHAEL GREENE
Well Road, Portlaoise

(11

BREDA DUNNE
née Whelan
Capoley, Portlaoise

ik

SEAMUS McCABE

Rathdowney and
Portlaoise

(1]

MARGARET FOLEY
née Dunne
Rathmoyle and formerly
Oldtown, Abbeyleix

Fuen fémigé I wall: fém;{gﬁ the darkest
valle Y,

9 fear no evil:

ﬁw ou are with nie:

Your rod and your J’fﬂﬁ[ - fﬁej,- ﬂﬂmﬂ?r'f ME.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be |eft for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www. portlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

In Loving Memory of
JACK DEMPSEY

Main Street, Portlavise / Tallaght .24,
6" Anniversary away from home occurs 12" March *23.
Time cannot heal the heartache,
or stop a silent tear,
It won't take away the memories,
Of one I loved so dear.

Love and miss you always
Your partner Una

Reast in Beace Sack

? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ?

In Loving Memory of

VANDA RAFTER

Ardville, Glenside, Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise,
who began her eternal sleep on 7ttt February 2023

'+ Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
this Saturday 11" March at 6:30pm.

. Stefan and Amy, together with Stefan's
partner Jennifer, Vanda's father Les, her
brothers Les Jnr. and Clive, her sisters,
Philomena and Rita, alongside her

- heartbroken mother-in-law, Betty and the

extended Szwaglis and Rafter family,
would like to express our heartfelt grafitude to the doctors and
nurses of the Midlands Regional Hospital Portlacise, who tried
in vain to keep one of life's most beautiful people with us for all
the joys, happy moments and memories that awaited us, but
sadly was not to be,
Thank you to Vanda's large circle of family, friends and
neighbours who helped us try to absorb this huge loss.
Thank you fo those who altended the rosary, removal and
funeral Mass. Thank you to her colleagues, the teachers,
students and staff of Portlacise College for the beautiful guard
of honour, it is greatly appreciated.
Thank you to Bosco's for catering so well for us,
Thank you to Matthew Keegan funeral directors for their
professionalism and caring approach and fo Adrian & Brendan
Dunne for their sensitivity, and respectiul way they prepared
Vanda's final resting place alongside her beloved David.
We would also like to thank Michelle Bartley for her help and
kindness. Thank you to Sarah Troy for her beautiful singing and
her accommodating way in dealing with our song choices.
Thank you to George Murphy for his emotional and touching
singing at Vanda's graveside.
Finally, we as a family would like to thank Msgr. John Byrne for
his beautiful and personal Mass for Vanda. His kindness shown
to us as a family is greatly appreciated.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, we
trust that this acknowledgement will be accepted as a token of
our appreciation.
Forever Grateful

The holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered far all your intentions.
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In Loving Memory of @& |® ACKNOWLEDGEMENT §

. MARY MCEVOY fnée Houlinan In Loving Memory of
Formerly 43 5t. John's Square, Portlaoise. E LI ZA B E TH HAR VE Y

ond Anniversary occurs 14" March 2023 Cromogue, Mountrath, Co. Laois
The family of the late Elizabeth Harvey
would like to express their sincere
i thanks to all who sympathised, sent
pocket, | can take it anywhere. Mass cards and messages of support

And when my heart is heavy and my ol on the loss of Elizabeth.
eves fill up with tears, I can focus on We would like to say a very special
your memory and travel back in years. : thank. you to all the staff of PDnIEWSE
Hospital and the Ambulance services
i : for their kindness and care of Elizabeth on so many
laughter filled the air, the presence of W occasions and to all the carers who came to her home.
your memories can lessen my despair. Thanks to Seamus Bourke Funeral Directors for his
Thanks for the wonderful fricndship sis. | sensitlive and professional handling of Elizabeth's
Funeral.

REMEMBRANCE Thanks also to the Reverend Victor Fitzpatrick for his

Kind d rt.
THE HOULIHAN FAMILY 4 ”5 Alsn Ttesirz:IdsutF:gDimpnssible to thank everyone

Fnrmeﬂ'}f 43 St. Jﬂhn"s 5q-uare’ : I!'Id|"|.l'|'dua"'_'|||' p'ea&e HCC-‘Ept this a':-knﬂwmdgemenl as a
Portlaoise. ) token of our sincere appreciation and gratitude.

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal, ' (&)ﬂ'f i Em Mﬂé
Love leaves o memory no one can steal,
Always loved, Tina x %} In Loving Memory of ?

(Rat in ‘Fane SEAN CLANCY

Old Knockmay Road, Portlaoise.
% 3" Anniversary occurred 11" March 2023.
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The beauty of vour memaory is that you
are always there, like a penny in my
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My heart can visit happy times when
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No farewell was spoken,
No time to say goodbye,

% In Loving Memory of
* DAN and MAUREEN DUNNE

St Judes, Ballyfin Road, Portlavise. g 3 You were gone before we knew,
Dan’s 10" Anniversary occurs 14" March 2023 . %4 and only God knows why.
Muureen’s 2" Anniversary occurs 18" March 2023 " - We will always love you.
Anniversary Mass will Tk L B / Remembering yont 1s sasy,
be celebrated in Ve o IERvEry day,
Missing you is the heartache,

Sts. Peter & Paul’s : i
Parish Church on That will never go away.

Sunday 19" March 3 Lovingly remembered by his wife Kathleen, children,
at 11:15am. s il Caroline, Martin, Mariea, Colin and Patricia and

Will those who think of them today, extended family and friends.
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Sadly missed and afways remembered by their loving famify.
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Ballycarnan, Portlaoise,

6" Anniversary occurred 10" March.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
sunday 19" March at 11:15am.
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Sadly missed along life's way,
Quietly remembered every day, no longer in our lives to
share, but in our hearts you're always there,

Sadly missed by his wife Peg and family.
Rest in Reave CMichacl
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In Loving Memory of

[
ORLA CONROY-KELLY ?
25 Bianconi Way, Portlaoise.
8th Anniversary occurs 16t March 2023.

(1]
TF

(1}

(1]

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church
Thursday 16t™ March, 10am.

Without your kind and gentle
smile and sweet familiar face,
A treasured life is missing,
And the world’s a sadder place.
You lived your life so graciously,
You always did your best, and now you're with
the angels, it's time for you to rest.

As peace surrounds you everywhere in Heavenly
skies above, here on earth you're deeply missed
and thought about with love.

We see the stars at night time, shining bright
and clear, and as we say goodnight, God bless,
we know that you will hear.

(1]
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Loved and missed so much Orla
From your heartbroken daughter Lydian and
husband Sean, son Paddy, granddaughters

Orla-Mae and Emmy, Mammy, Daddy & Brendan,
Sharon & Jim, Lorena & Shane, Lynda & Damien,

Olivia & Brian, Geraldine & Rocky and your

adored nieces and nephews who miss you so

much.

(1] (11 bk (1] Ak (11 (1}

In Loving Memory of

EILEEN ROCHFORD (née Farrell)

Lakeglen and St. John's Square, Portlaoise.
16th Anniversary occurs 17t March 2023

‘]

Anniversary Mass for Eileen will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church, Sunday 19" March at 12:30pm.

(11

A day that is filled with sadness,
Is here with us to stay,
Ta mark the time you left us,
In such a sudden way.
To us you were 5o special,
What more is there to say,
We only wish with ail our hearts, that you were here today.

(1]

(1]

Sadly missed and always remembered by your
sisters and brothers, nephews and nieces.

Rest in " Reace ileon
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? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT @
In Loving Memory of

DENIS (Hector) PHELAN

St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.

On the 7" February 2023, the family
and friends of Denis (Hector) Phelan’s
hearts were forever broken by the
passing of their wonderful brother, son,

i uncle, and friend.

L Hector's family would like to extend
their utmost gratitude to the emergency
services and the staff of Portlacise
Hospital who gave their all in trying to
keep our gentle giant here with us on
earth.

Thank you to Guilfoyle's and Keegan's funeral homes
for all their help, sensitivity and dedication to giving
Hector the beautiful send-off he deserved.

Thank you to his beloved club Ballyfin GAA who
provided a beautiful guard of honour for Hector as he
made his way to his final resting place to be reunited
with his brother Oggie and father Tom.

Thank you to Fr. David Vard who performed a touching
and personal ceremony for Hector and his compassion
towards our family.

Hector's family and friends would also like to sincerely
thank all those who sympathised and helped us during
this huge loss of great sadness. To Hector's wide circle
of friends, community, and those who share the fond
memaories that he created with many, we thank you for
your love and support, we are forever grateful.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter &
Paul's Parish Church, this Sunday 12" March at 12.30pm.

Rest in Reace Denis
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MARIA GREENE
8t. Brigid's Place, Portlavise.
¥* Anniversary occurs 15 March 2023
Maria’s 9™ Anniversary Mass will
be celebrated in
5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Wednesday 15" March at 7:30pm.

Sometimes when I first awake,
1 think_that you're still here,
And for a flecting moment,

The clouds all disappear.

For you brought endless sunsline, until you went away,
And now I miss you desperately, each minute of the day.
You would not (ie to see me sad, so wihat [ try to do,

Is five a bright and happy life, in memory of you.

For though I'll afways miss you, and it s dreadful being apart,
I haven't really lost you, you are still here in my heart,
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Forever in our hearts, from Daddy, Mommy, brothers
Stephen and Denis, sister Natalie, grandparents, aunts,

uncles, cousins and friends xxx

CMaria, Away with the Angels
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? In Loving Memory of %
PAUL CONROY

0'Moore Place, Portlaoise. Died 11/02/2023.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday 11* March at 10am.

Gone are the Days
Gone are the days we used o share,
But in our hearts, you are always there.
The gates of memary will never close,
We miss you maore than anvane knows.
With tender love and deep regret, we who love vou will never forget,

+ KEEGAN'’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

)
> ‘
Contact Matthew

et e e 087-2549195
OVE IMDm jimmy, eresa an nurew x
Rest in ‘Reace Raul David 087-2369887

In Loving Memory of @ HENRY RANKIN
THOMAS DOHENY FUNERAL DIRECTORS

5t John's 5q., Portlacise. 26™ Anniversary occurred 9% March.
It broke our hearts to lose you,
but you did not go alone,
For part of us went with you, the day
God called you home, Contact;
You left us peaceful memories, 057-8620567 g
V Your love is still our guide, PAUL; DB7-2562137 : _. ’
And though we cannot see you, you are NIALL; .

always by our side. 086-2770095
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)
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Sadly missed by your sons, song-in-Low, daughiters, douglters-in-Gow,
I._;.lur.l..l".'.frrf-.f.".'n. great I._pumﬁ’ﬁ:!ﬂ'?ru .JrJ.:{d!I_wu."_ﬁ:mJ{'.l :ma’_'ﬁrna’.'f.
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Also remembering other deceased relatives and friends at this time.

CMay Chomas Rast in Rave

L)

DEs & CARMEL MORAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Main St., Ballyroan, Co. Laois

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

(] ,.‘ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST 2 :
o For the perfect tibute card for your loved one 24 hour service and personalised attention  © '
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ur bespoke memorial cards,
Create « collage of images illustrating —
the life of your loved one with our 1% ) 057-8731115
expert Desion Teant, T
All our ["m?d’: are fndgfvfdwb:'r designed g Carmetabiitla
unique keepsakes, with no hidden charges e [T, ) Des087-2794532
for additional photos or images. g ' —
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() moranundertakerslaois@gmail.com
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Portlaoise, Co. Laois

o ok aFIbE b A= Kelly’s Funeral Services
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Since the 1940°'s the Kelly family have

\
L

been providing Funeral Services in the

Abbeyleix area. Main
We offer a 24 hour personal and ’ Street
professional funeral service * : Abbeyleix
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May the sun shine warm upon your face; | 057-8731048 . - K"

|

b the rains fall soft upon your fields
2o M mdmﬂmmm X !
may God hold you in the palm of Ny srerasrdilic .
4 0 His hand. N | _.unmlw.M !
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Portlaoise Parish

Results for
9th March 2023

No €12,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000
Geraldine & Colm Lynam

Joe Kelly 17
lenny Moylan Match
Mary Tynan 3s
Lorrain e.ﬂgleshy Recelve
Stephanie Skelly

Sharon Roche €59
Melissa Marum each
Antonia O’Neill

Tim Keane

Mick Doheny

John Loughlin

Buddy Kelly

Mary Crawford

Breda Hosey
Colm Delaney
Michelle Duggan

PROMOTER

Tony Cahill
Theresa Kelly
Ross Moylan
Peggy Brennan
Pat Bowler

On Line Lotto
On Line Lotto
On Line Lotto
Geraldine O’Neill
Parish Centre
Carmel Whelan
John Loughlin
Ann Kelly

Peg Keenan
Bernie Tynan
M. Farrell
David Tohin

Next Week’s Jackpot is €13,000

Follow Us % @PortlaciseParis

& Like Uso portlaciseparishlaois uuww partasizeparish e

Play PARISH

LEOOE

ONLINE

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

@ Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ_ . Tel: 057 8661605

=Nl Deacon Eugene Keyes
" W Tel: 057 B621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Third Sunday of Lent
Exodus 17:3-7 | Psalm 94:1-2. 6-9
Romans 5:1-2. 5-8 | John 4:5-42

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who have found new
ways of continuing to support the Parish. The generosity of so many means
we continue to be well supported. Please find your way to contribute.
Donation boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account: IBAN: IEL2AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safepuarding@kandle.ie

. d !
e
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www . portlaciseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times
057 8600119)

I' Secretary: Julie Conroy
'r] Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie
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