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n all places and in all people, for the
_ t'_hﬁﬁe__ Jose presence is never far,
Jesus Christ. Amen”
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| Meeting Jesus

Two disciples travel
along the road to
Emmaus talking about
recent events in
Jerusalem. They are
S foeling helpless and

.| defeated in the wake

of Jesus’ crucifixion.

Perhaps they were still strongly tied to the Jewish
expectation of a Messiah, and had little understanding
of Jesus’ divinity. They simply saw Jesus’ death as a
crushing defeat. Perhaps our own stories aren't too
different. We often feel defeated and helpless, unable
to see what Jesus’ death and resurrection could mean
for us. Do we spend long periods of depression,
unable to appreciate God's presence in our lives? One
thing is for sure; it would be nothing short of a

meeting Jesus, so how should we go about it?

Motice in today's gospel that Jesus opens the eyes of
the two disciples on the road to Emmaus very
gradually. The two travellers don't recognise Jesus
straight away, but their hearts warm to him as he
helps them to see recent events in the light of
scripture. As he interprets what has happened, he
gives them hope in the future and a clear vision of
new opportunities. Then when the couple invite Jesus
to stay, and he breaks bread with them, they come to
realise who he really is. What a life changing maoment
that must have been!

This story is clearly not just for the benefit of the two
travellers or even for the first disciples; this story is
for the benefit of us all. We might think that we've
been going to church long enough to have heard it all
before, but there's always something new to learn.
Today we are invited to meet Jesus in the Eucharist,
and to re-find Jesus in the way we understand and
interpret the scriptures. Take up the challenge.

tragedy if we got to the end of life’s paths without|

Trocaire
Total amount collected to date €12,634.52
Please bring any remaining Trécaire Boxes to the
Parish Centre, and we will then forward the total to
Trocaire at the end of next week.

Thank you for your generous support.

Mass times for the coming week

{Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Meonday - Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils S5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.20am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after Spm Mass.

We welcome into our
Parish Community
Hallie Elizabeth Hinc, Stradbrook
Miah =Mae Amelia Parsons, Kilminchy
Holly Kate Curran, Donabate
Polly Rita Marie Coogan, Hawthorn Drive.

St Mark

_ 25th April
| The second Gospel was written
ib},r St. Mark, who, in the New
| Testament, is sometimes called
|John Mark. Both he and his B
'mother, Mary, were highly Fa
Eesteemed in the eary Church,
{and his mother's house in Jerusalem served as
| a meeting place for Christians there.

'St. Mark wrote the second Gospel, probably in
iRDrnE sometime before the year 60 A.D. he
(wrote it in Greek for the Gentile converts to
iChristianity. Tradition tells us that St. Mark was
|requested by the Roman Christians to set down
;the teachings of St. Peter. This seems to be
|confirmed by the position which 3t. Peter has in
| this Gospel.

When Jesus was at the table
with the two disciples, he
took the bread, said the
blessing, then he broke it
and handed it to them. And
they recognised him.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Dpen Every Sunday 9am - 5pm. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST &
HEARING RID »(y

Consultant L

Patricia Kilmartin

« Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

= Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc. I lA M G RA N I

Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service
WoobD DESIGN
In Aﬂgndanca KITCHENS - BEDROOMS - MEDIA WALLS [ESTD. 1998]

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois. Get your ideal Kitchen at a price you can afford.
(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read) We can create the perfect kitchen for you.
B Aonma o Individual Kitchens starting from €4,999.
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 Abbeyleix Road, Portlaocise. R32 Y275

E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com Liam 087-8280265 | liam.lgwd@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie [ohn 086-3864013 | john.lgwd@gmail.com

TRSTRIT SAFETY MEASIRRES IM PLACE, IM LINE WATH ADNWICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®™™




LAOIS ALZHEIMER eres

. S8LTHE ALZHEIMER

— CAFE" hug’éSDCIETYﬂf IRELAND

il
Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise

Thursday 27 April at 11am

The Laocis Alzheimer Café will provide a warm,
welcoming space for people with dementia, their family
and friends, social and health care professionals, to
meet, exchange ideas and learnings. All are welcome.

For further information please contact Ann Munnelly

086-8372168 | amunnelly@alzheimer.ie FU N ER AI-
or Grainne Roche Duff 087-6075037
Laois Physiotherapy H OspITAI-I TY

Clinic

With you every atep uf the wa?

live life physically well Hid)

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise. : il
JOHN SUGRUE ascaise amsee NICOLA CALDBECK, 85c MiseP padce T ' =
CONOR BOLTON &5: afse MiscP FNLIC AN LTS TR

L, D57 BES 5800
Cnfine booking. www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic. ie ales.portlasize@ . mﬂldﬂ)n

ales.portlasise@maldronhotels.com Pty

To book by phone: 087 666 4808 57 maldronhotelportlacise.com P
Services inclide

Manual Therapy

bl LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

Post-COperative Care Programmes '

Taping

Home Visits

Dry Needling

Exercises Classes

Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Maon: Z:30am - 6om Thurs: 8:30am - Z:00mm

Tuwes: B:30am - 5:300m Friz  9:30am - 5.30pm W ;

Wed': 8:30am -5 30pm C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION

Thanks as always for your support HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

i ] ! A3 TEL/FAX 057-8681720  MOBILE 087-7749519

(MG BEGHTE B € LA FUY Uity hle HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?
&) Sales Accessories Repairs

Lucated in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise g

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@)@techmarketir|

e

CL Techmarket

REPAIRS




Block Road, Portlaoise,

Co Laois
057 8681482

WALKING GROUP

Our walking group brings
participants through a
walking programme gradually
increasing fitness over time,
The walking group helps
pecple diagnosed with cancer
take positive steps towards
better health, Exercise has
been shown tahelp with
fatigue for capcer survivors.

CREATIVE ARTS

CLASS
9.30am-11.30am

THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This is'a self-management
programme for cancer
survivars with the aim of
improving their guality of life
to better manage daily health.
(Developed by Standford

LIniversity)
10am-12 noon
Booking Essential

(" ENTITLEMENTS )

A Citizens Information
Adviser will give you
advice about the
financial help you may
be entitled to and will
help you to navigate the
process, e.g., medical
card application etc

DR R R e L

CANCER SUPPORT
NURSE

Our cancer care nurse
will provide you with
information to help
you with the emotional
and psychological
impact of your cancer

R diagnosis. Y,

www.cuislecancersupport.com
email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie

MINDFULNESS FOR
MEN

11am-12noon

PROSTHESIS & BRA

FITTING DAY

16th MAY
Spaces Available.

Booking Essential

MINDFULNESS
PROGRAMME

11am-12noon
6 Week Course
Booking Essential

PILATES
12.45pm-1.30pm
Places Limited
6 Week Coursse

Wednesdays
Next

GARMENTFITTING
Sarra Nova
10th MAY
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
surgery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only

REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
By appointment only

ART
From 2-4pm

CHAIR YOGA
10am-11am Booking
Essential

NEW - AQUA AEROBICS)

EVERY MONDAY
from 1.45-2.30pm
IN PORTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE

dﬂ 5 ideal Fof all cancer patients E;)e‘l:r:\"r patle-nts wha suffed

miphoadams Aqua asrchics orexercising in water can really help imphove:
hnﬂplmedenﬁ and quality of life, as well as helping you keep fit, healthy and happy.
Please give the centre a call if you would like to attend this dass on 057 8681492

THIS CLASS 15 FREE OF CHARGE AS IS ALL OUR SERVICES

Thursdays

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
10am-11.15am
Booking Essential

CLIMB PROGRAMME

Helping Children Understand
Cancer,/This programme is fun
and'craative, using drama,
arts and play.and aims to help
children cope with a cancer
diagnosis in the family

SEPTEMBER 2023

WORK & CANCER
PROGRAMME

This is a 6-week programme
which will equip you with
strategies and skills to
help manage everyday
symptomswhich can
impact on work. This
programme was developed
by TCD and is supported by
TCD & NCCP.
Booking Essential

SEPTEMBER 2023
COUNSELLING

By appointment only

CUISLE KILDARE

The Waterways, S

Maas. Tel: 045 B52018
Outreach Centre in
Sallins Co. Kildare

1 day per
- Tuesdays 8
CUISLE CANCER

SUPPORT CENTRE
Follaw Ls:

© ¥

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge
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. . MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irlsh Enterprise O ADY a0 G DESIGH At
GET YOURSELF NQOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOUINEED! T.ﬂ (NC ,z]

,  GRAPHIC A HERCHAN '*"- ,W MAIL
\1 DESIGN AW J.L..J..Hi.hli MARKETING
CORPORATER. | WIDEFORMAT: | WEHICLE PROCUREMENT,
RETAILPRINT. *s' JGRAPHICS DICK & PACK'
Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 . ]
ey mochuaprint.ie

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co, Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

Q000606

G =
Foamsétream Ltd

s chemical-Free Weed Control

A soft wash treatment for removing both red and green algae,
moss, mould, lichen, biofilm, and grime from most hard
surfaces including: concrete, render, sandstone, tennis courts,
paths, tiles, roofs, driveways, timber, artificial grass, sports
surfaces and headstone cleaning.

* It treats hard surfaces with no risk of staining and damage
* Contains no acids or bleach

* Results will last for 3 years or more

For further information contact;
Noel 086 378 9028 | James 083 096 7944

www.foamstream.ie

-ml




Viartin Rgan
Lawnmower Sales & Service

= 5olo Ride-ons = Oleo-Mac
= Legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

Adf. Fo

Portiaise Golf Club « NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
AVOMNDALE

ABBEYLEIM ROAD, +« NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
PORTLAOISE

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

& m\kr"l:f'L T .';--
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© 28TH - 30TH APRIL
SION TRAIL CONCERTS  FESTIVAL CLUB
MUSIC WORKSHOPS

CHECK ONLINE @ PORTLAOISETRADFEST.COM

 SHELLY ©Oe Brtins Peig’s [[JPPERS BERCINS Kavanagh’s

: o THE
¥ I;qohfi.adse Snlungns PANTRY =2 LIA(G CASEY & SON
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PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience

- Fully Insured
089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

FUEL FOR SALE
5 large net bags Logs €20
Kindling bags €2.50 per bag
Orders over €60 receive two
bags of kindling free
Car Trailer loads available.
Free delivery to suit. Tel.

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 Fintan 087-7645855
Al CHIMNEY SWEEP ERAWAN

& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -

THAI MASSAGE
Pepper's Court

ARPENTRY SERVICE

LS
Registered and fully insured ,‘

Budget Kitchens €CECE at affordable prices
to suit evaryene. Slide robes, Panel work,

tDtaIIY CIEB L ]Gb' _Blrd Portlaoise Partitions and wainscoting.
gua rds and cowls fitted. Open /7 Days Outdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Contact Martin: | Renovations undertaken,
¢ Adany T Call Dave 086-8209640
08?'961 6098 033-0 988602 davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com
Hugh Thompson .

MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the ofd sludge and water that has built up
in your radiators and bailers aver tha years with clean
water and [nhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save money

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaocise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

Ballyfin, Portlacise. Call: 089-4890869
086-3758503 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie
HYPNOSIS -

Hypnosis has proven to be very
successful in treating and stopping
addictive behaviour.

Is drug addiction controlling your
life? Does it make vou anxious?
Self-conscious? Do you ever think
about stopping? So why don't you?
Call David today 083 321 6406
Privacy and Confidentiality Assured.

‘_II ELECTRICIAN

“ AVAILABLE

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;
087-2557342

BLOCKLAYER/
PLASTERER

Available to carry out
small building jobs.
Contact John;

089-4365965

KPS CLEANING
s Domestic Cleaning
» General House Cleaning
e Deep Cleaning
- - = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices, schools, shops,
salons etc. Contact us for all your
cleaning needs.

087-9737073

Arthritis Ireland

» " LAOIS BRANCH

Activities for Arthritis Week
24™ to 28™ April

Monday 24"
Activator Poles 12:15pm to 1:15pm
in Portlaoise Sports hall

Tuesday 25
Coffee morning in Mountrath along
with small walk 10:30am to 12 noon

Wednesday 26™
Aqua Aerobics in Club Vitae Maldron
Hotel 11am to 12 noon

***Thursday 27"

This event is a 6-week course
starting 20™ of April. Beactive with
arthritis class in Portlacise Sports

hall 11am to 12 noon

Friday 28*
Coffee, tea, scones and fun quiz with
spot prizes and chat in the Portlaoise
Parish Centre, 11am to 12 noon

All are welcome
Please e-mail;
arthritisirelandlacis@gmail.com
or tel. Caroline 086-8852503
for further information.




THE CLOCK INN CHILDMINDER FOR SALE

MOUNTMELLICK REOUIRED Two High Nellies, 3-speed bicycles.
Old Time Dancing Also one old bike. All mens bicycles

Every Sunday night, and all in good mechanical order,

Monday to Friday for 3 school

9pm-11:15pm going children, to be minded in might need paint work.
Dancing this Sunday to the children’s home. Also 1973 V.W. Beetle 1303 in
Sean Brennan Stradbally/Ratheniska/Timahoe |  excellent condition, 50 years old
Admission €10. Door prize and area. For further info. text; this year. €9,000 o.n.0. Phone;
light refreshments served. 087-9322046 087-2205448
CARER EXPERIENCED FOR SALE

I would like to introduce myself as a CHILDMINDER

candidate for a Caregiver position, Second hand 4' semi
with great experience in the AVAILABLE :
caregiving field, as a highly Mondays and Tuesdays DFthD[JElEdlC Respa Bed

empathetic and caring individual. . - 3 L
If anyone is looking for a carer to look CIpHon far ban hote ar Minder s with headboard, little

after their loved one in their home, | NO™Me: OWn transport so available used, €200. Contact;

I am available. for school runs etc. Please contact
Contact Olivia 087-7649207 Mary 083-4274148 087-6108064
FOR SALE FOR SALE MARCH FOR LIFE
PRO-Form Treadmill | Two Finline 2-seater z i fsfb;'gn
a
20’ ONBOARD WORKOUTS | 1 equchies and footstool, y :
CHP2.6. Power 525i. ] See Prolife Campaign for
PROSHOX cushioning €350. Portlaoise town. more details on how to
used very little, €850, Phone; CDﬂtaCt; volunteer aon the day ar
085-7216389 Mary 087-9832822 details on the day.

To Rent: Active, trustworthy, young pensioner gent, soon to be homeless, seeks reasonably priced self-contained 1,2
bedroom house/apartment/flat or a room in a house in the Portlaoise area, for a minimum & to 12 month term. I am
self-reliant, very tidy and have own car. Please contact Martin 083-2040129,

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | {) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement meet each Wednesday in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of friendship, fun
activities and entertainment. We will not be meeting in the week beginning Monday 24" as our members will be on
haolidays in Castleross hotel in Killarney. The bus to Killarmey will be at the Stradbally road side of the Church at
9.30am on Monday for anyone who might want to put their luggage in before Mass. The bus will leave at 10.30am for
Killarney. Most things in club are cancelled next week except the cards in Kilminchy, which will go ahead as usual.
For more information please contact P.R.O. at 087-6204617.

Upcaming news, We are proud to present Forever Young Variety Show in the Dunamaise Theatre on Wednesday June
13" at 7pm. Guest artists include Mens Shed and 65 Kitchen Choir. Tickets available from the Dunamaise Theatre Box
Office or online, €10 each or concession for seniors or students €8,

Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 18" April;
Top Score: Mary Downey | 1% Lady: Bernie Cahill | 2" Lady: Margaret Flanagan | 1* Gent: Liam McCartney

2"! Gent: Catherine Brennan | 1% Half: Tom Kearns & Molly 0" Brien | 2™ Half: Tom Dunne o
Best of 3: Bridget O’ Brien | Raffle: 1* Catherine Fitzpatrick | 2™ Peter Stevenson | 3" Sheila Duff P
4" Tom Dunne | 5" Mally O Brien | 6™ F. Mulhare . il
Thanks to everyone for their support, Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre, e o

Anyone interested in learning to play, contact Breda Cooley.

Shanahoe Cemetery Committee AGM: Tuesday 25" April at 8.30pm in Shanahoe hall. This is the first AGM since
the pandemic. All support at the meeting is appreciated. Thank you.

Pioneer News; Next committee meeting will be held in the Parish Centre on Thursday 4™ May, 7.30pm. All welcome.
Our annual retreat will be held on Sunday 21 May in Cuan Mhuire, Athy. Further details to follow,

Thank you; Maura 0" Brien and the Fatima Invalid Committee would like to thank all who supported our recent draw.
We thank our sponsors, those who helped to sell tickets and those who helped with our coffee morning. We thank
Msgr. Byrne for his assistance with the draw and Declan Kelly for allowing us the use of the Parish Centre. Our thanks
to those who provided us with confectionaries and congratulations to all those who won prizes.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Gospel Readings; Fr. Eddie guided a group every Friday to reflect on the Sunday readings. This group has now
recommenced and all are welcome, Friday after 10am Mass. Contact Angela 086-0683085.

Legion of Mary; Dear Lord, bring peace and comfort to all families who have lost a child through illness or tragedy.
May we all experience the light and joy of the Risen Christ during this Easter season. Please follow us on Facebook.




On the Road to Emmaus

In the Gospel today tells an amazing story

41w
JI¥ about a day when Jesus walked and talked

~ with some of his followers, but they didn't
even recognise him. Here is what happened.

After Jesus was crucified and risen from the grave, two
of his followers were walking on the road that led to a

town called Emmaus. They were sad and were talking
about what had happened to Jesus. Suddenly, Jesus
joined the disciples and walked along with them, but they did not know who he was
because God kept them from recognising him.

"You seem to be having a very serious discussion. What are you talking about?" Jesus
asked them.

One of the men answered, "You must be the only person in Jerusalem that doesn't know
what has happened the past few days," Then they told them about how Jesus had been
crucified, and buried, and that some women had gone to his tomb, but the tomb was
empty. "We have heard that he is alive," they said, "but we have not seen him."

"Do you find it so difficult to believe what was written by the prophets in the Scripture?”
Jesus asked. "It was predicted by the prophets that the Messiah would have to suffer all
these things before entering his time of glory." Then Jesus quoted passages from the

writings of the prophets, explaining what the Scriptures said about himself.

By this time, they had come to Emmaus and the disciples invited Jesus to stay with
them since it was getting too late in the day to travel. So Jesus stayed with them and
when they sat down to eat, Jesus took the bread and blessed it, broke it, and gave it to
them. Suddenly, their eyes were opened and they saw that it was Jesus. Then
just as quickly as he had appeared to them, Jesus disappeared. They were soO g
happy and excited to have seen Jesus that they ran back to Jerusalem to tell
the others that they had seen Jesus.

PRAYER

Dear Lord, open our eyes, we want to see Jesus!

In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.




On the Road to Emmaus

3 Complete the paragraph by filling in the blanks with the correct
words from the word bank at the bottom of the story.
W Now that same day two of them were going to a village

called . about seven miles from Jerusalem.

They were talking with each other about everything that

had happened. As they talked and discussed these things

with each other, himself came up and along with

them; but they were kept from recognising him.
As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he
were going farther. But they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly

; the is almost over.” So he went in to stay

with them.

When he was at the with them, he took , Qgave

, broke it and began to give it to them. Then their

were and they recognised him,

and he disappeared from their sight.

Bread Emmaus eyes opened thanks
Day evening Jesus table walked
Over the next few weeks many boys and girls in our | CHILDREN'S PRAYER AFTER
. . . . COMMUNION
parish will receive the sacrament of First Holy || 3 o 1ooa o oy

Communion You're a special friend to me.

The prayer below is the prayer that all boys and | Welcome, Lord Jesus, O welcome.
girls are learning in school in preparation for their Thank You for coming to me.

E@ de. Thank you, Lord Jesus, O thank you,
For giving yourself to me!
CHILDREN'S PRAYER BEFORE Make me strong to show your love
COMMUNION Wherever I may be.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, 1 ask You to stay
Close by me forever and love me, I pray.
Bless all of the Children in Your loving care,
And bring us to heaven to live with You there.

Lord Jesus, come to me.
Lord lesus, give me your love.
Lord Jesus, come to me

and give me yourself. I'm ready now, Lord Jesus,
Lord Jesus, friend of children come to me. To show how much I care.
Lord Jesus, you are my Lord and my God. I'm ready now to give your love,

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. At home and everywhere.




Recent fine weather has given us an opportunity to
refresh and renew. It amazes me, how we awaken
with such hope and energy because of sunlight.
Mature is looking splendid as the early leaves and
fresh colours of blooming flowers, remind us, we
belong to beauty and we are greatly blessed to live
in this wonderful island of Ireland.

I was particularly enthused by Mr. Joe Biden's
recent visit to Ireland. I was taken by his energy,
enthusiasm, sincerity and integrity. I liked the fact
he focused on the value of integrity. Every human
being we meet has integrity and ours is the
opportunity to acknowledge with kindness and
compassion all who we encounter as good people
walking the same pathway.

Mr. Biden also spoke about his faith. It was
wonderful to see him visiting our national shrine in
knock and his chance encounter with a priest, who
ministered to his beloved son, who succumbed to
terminal cancer at a young age. He invited the Irish
people not just to keep the faith but to spread the
faith. Faith in the best sense, a spirit of optimism,
enthusiasm and joy. May we put our best foot
forward and take time to be nourished by the
beauty of creation at this time. I like the following
story and advice.

The young woman walked confidently around the
room holding a glass of water while leading a
seminar on stress management. Everyone guessed
she was going to ask the ultimate question, ‘Half
empty or half full?’ She fooled them all. “"How
heavy is this glass of water?” she inquired with a
smile. Answers called out ranged from 8 oz. to 20
0z. She replied, "The absolute weight doesn't
matter. It depends on how long I hold it. If I hold it
for a minute, that's not a problem. If I hold it for an
hour, I'll have an ache in my right arm. If I hold it
for a day, you’ll have to call an ambulance. In each
case it's the same weight, but the longer I hold it,
the heavier it becomes.” She continued, "And that's
the way it is with stress. If we carry our burdens all
the time, sooner or later, as the burden becomes
increasingly heavy, we won't be able to carry on.”
"As with the glass of water, vou have to put it down
for a while and rest before holding it again. When
we're refreshed, we can carry on with the burden -
holding stress longer and better each time
practiced. So, as early in the evening as you can,
put all your burdens down. Don’t carry them
through the evening and into the night. Pick them
up again tomorrow if you must.

Time to Think!

Spread the Faith

And remember;

I. Accept the fact that some days you're the
pigeon, and some days you're the statue!

2. Always keep your words soft and sweet, just in
case you have to eat them.

3. Always read stuff that will make you look good
if you die in the middle of it.

4. Drive carefully... It's not only cars that can be
recalled by their Maker.

5, If you can't be kind, at least have the decency
to be vague.

&, If you lend someone €20 and never see that
person again, it was probably worth it.

7. It may be that your sole purpose in life is simply
to serve as a warning to others.

8. MNever buy a car you can't push.

9. Never put both feet in your mouth at the same
time, because then you won't have a leg to stand
on.

10. Nobody cares if you can’t dance well. Just get
up and dance.

11. Since it's the early worm that gets eaten by
the bird - sleep late.

12. The second mouse gets the cheese.

13. When everything’s coming your way, you're in
the wrong lane.

I4. Birthdays are good for you. The more you
have, the longer you live,

15. Some mistakes are too much fun to make only
once.

I156. We could learn a lot from crayons. Some are
sharp, some are pretty and some are dull. Some
have weird names and all are different colours, but
they all have to live in the same box.

17. A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the
scenery on a detour.
18. Save the earth.....
chocolate!

It's the only planet with

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 29,500 followers or @AbbeylaixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portliaoiseparish.iesarticles



SUNDAY
30" APRIL

Foex Phete

Mountmellick Community Arts Centre

30t April - 8pm

MNewbarn * Baby Milestone
* Cale Smash * Maternity

€5,000 in prizes.
Single book €10. Double book €15. Sheets €3.

LAOIS ALZHEIMER geses
bt ¥ AT %, ? THE ALZHEIMER
Family Support i 2 SOCIETY of IRELAND

-
(-]
= ol

Group Meeting

Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise
Tuesday 25t April at 6.30pm
This meeting is a support for carers and families who

are living with someone with dementia in a warm and
friendly atmosphere.

Site: www. foxphoto.ie
Intagram: @foxphoto.ie

CHECK FOX PHOTO SITE TO SEE AROUT OUR OTHER SESSIONS: i B _ '
MATERNITY. MM & ME. DAD & ME. CONFIRMATION & For further information please contact Ann Munnelly

COMMIIMION. SPFRIMNG, ATITUNMN, CHRISTMAS 985'33?2153 I amunnell?@alzheimer_ie
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MEETING POINT:

o
RACE RIGHT CYCLES | (FROM WHEN:
R32K7TX WEDNESDAY 19TH APRIL

N

MEETING @ 6.45PM
f“’"";ﬁ:’:::':mm “\|smarTiING @ 7.00PM
\_ 4

RUILES OF THE ROAD MUST BE FOLLOWED.

1
£
ES RELAMED AND SUPPORTIVE CRLLING ADVICE.
4.

CHCLING IRELAND INSURE PARTICIRANTS FOR 3 m"TAm
RICIES WITH THE CLUB, AFTER THAT PARTICIPANTS . -
BALIST PAY CYCLING IRELAMD INSURANCE OR |EUIECG@QIHEI|.CDI’I‘I

k CYCLE AT THEIR OAWN RISK
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(11
"

L1

Sylvia Whelan
nee McMahon
Dublin Road,

Portlaoise

(1)

(1]

Matthew Brophy
Colliers Lane, Portlaoise
and Portarlington

Declan Bergin
Portlaoise and
Cullohill

L]

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.poriaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

In Loving Memory of
KATHLEEN CLEARY *

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
this Saturday 22 April at 6.30pm.

Silent thoughts of times together,
Hold memories which will last forever,
Always in our thoughts,
Forever in our hearts.

Sadly missed and always remembered by her
sister Gertie, brother-in-law Owen, nieces,
nephews, extended family and friends.

Rest in Reace Kathleen

- - - - - - " - - - - " - " - - - " - " - w - " - - w - - - "
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In Loving Memory of
PETER & AGNES LALOR

- oy
T

S Peter’s 25™ Anniversary
- h .
L accurred 6 April

!
L4 L4

L

Agnes’ 39" Anniversary
occurred 14" April

WL

L

Also thinking of their
daughter

RITA LALOR
Rita's 6 Anniversary
ocecurs 260 Apnl

-

L

&Y
Life is a beautiful memory, death is a silent grief,
You sleep now in God's beautiful garden,

In sunshine and perfect peace.
| miss you oh so very much, but | trust that God
knew best, He let us have you for many years,

L

Lt

And then gently let you rest.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by their
daughters, sons, extended family and friends.

CMay Chey Rest in Reave

LLt
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;& In Loving Memory of qg—h
v ARON GING

Formerly 51 Borris Little, Portlacise.
3" Anniversary away from home; 30" April 2023.

Life is but a stopping place,
A pause in what's to be,
A resting place along the road,
to sweet eternity.

We all have different journeys,
Different paths along the way,
We all were meant to learn some
things, but never meant to stay.
Our destination is a place,
far greater than we know,
For some the journey's quicker,
For some the journey’s slow.
And when the journey finally ends,
We'll claim a great reward,

LA
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And find an everlasting peace, together with the Lord.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in w by
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, CV
on Saturday 29™ April at 6:30pm.

&
Always in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.
Loved and remembered by all your loving family. w

Rest in Peace Aron
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42 In Loving Memory of 2
S ) ELIZABETH MARY f“’i"

4‘ McEVOY
64 Beladd, Summerhill Lane, Portlacise.
8th Anniversary in Heaven and away from home
occurs Tuesday 25 April 2023.

To My Dearest Mother, on your
8t Anniversary in Heaven and
away from home
If | could visit Heaven on this sad day,
Mayhe for a moment my pain would go

away,
I'd put my arms around yvou and whisper

(1] (1}

(1] (1]

Y

(1]
"

(11
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(1]
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is 50 very hard to do.
| cannot bring the old days back when we were all together,
But loving thoughts and memaories will stay with me forever.

(1]
L)

Missing you always Mum, on your

8t Anniversary in Heaven

The moment that you died my heart was torn in twa,
One side filled with heartache, the other died with you.
| often lie awake at night, when the world is fast asleep,

And take a walk down memory lane,
with tears upon my cheeks.
Remembering you is easy, | do it everyday,
But missing you is the heartache that never goes away.
I hold you tightly within my heart and there you will remain,
Until the jovous day arrives, that we will meet again.
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Mum, My Special Star in Heaven
I hold you close in memory even though we
are apart, your spirit will live forever, within
my broken heart.

My heart still aches in sadness and secret
tears still flow, for what it meant to lose you,
MNo one will ever know.

In Heaven we shall meet again, where
farewell is never spoken,

We shall clasp each other hand in hand,
and the clasp shall not be broken.
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| pray that God rewards vou Mother with the best thing that
only you deserve.
May God keep you happy up there.
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On the 8* Anniversary of my Mother, | pray for her departed
soul, oh Lord, please keep her safe in Heaven and let her rest

?‘ in peace in your loving arms.

(11
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In my memaory you will live as long as 1 do.
[ pray for your eternal peace Mum,

Missing you everyday
Love James xxx
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words so true, that living life without you,

- " - o

Ak
i
[
L
[
LL)
ak
L
[
L
di
LL)
ak
L)
dk
L)
di
L)
ak
L
[T
LL)
ak
L

In Loving Memory of

PATRICK (Paddy) CASEY
Ballymaddock, Stradbally.

I
L)

i

)

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the Assumption,
the Heath, at 9:30am, on
Sunday 23" April.

6" Anniversary occurs 26" April 2023.
fl\

el
i May the road rise up to meet you,

;'.?, May the wind be always at your back,

/. May the sun shine warm upan your
face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields,
And until we meet again,

May God hold you in the palm of His hand.

WL L L L L L
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Always remembered by his wife Christina, sons
Joe and Colm, daughters Claire and Annmarie

and his loving grandchildren.

L

L)

Rest in Reace Ratrick

WL

In Loving Memory of vﬁ?
MICHAEL COLLINS |

Subur, Newpark, Portlaocise
A Dear Husband, Father and Grandfather.
6™ Anniversary occurs 25% April 2023

Ll

L
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Michael's Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this
Sunday 23 April at 12.30pm.

Lonely is our home without you,
Life is not the same,

The world would be like Heaven,

If we could have you back again.

L1

WL

Loved and sadly missed by your wife Sally, son Alan,
daughter Ruth and family.

CMay CMichael (Rest in Reace
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In Loving Memory of
LENA CONNOLLY

Stradbally Road, Portlaoise
4t Anniversary occurs 26% April 2023,
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church,
this Saturday 22" April at 6.30pm.

We thought of you with love today,
but that is nothing new,

(1]
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L We thought about you yesterday and
days before that too.
We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name,

i
¥ Y Y

Your memaory is our keepsake, with which we'll never part,
God has you in His keeping and you are forever in our
hearts.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by your loving
husband Paddy, sons, daughters and grandchildren.

Rest in Reave Lena
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+ In Loving Memory of +
Martin Conroy

Late of Rath Gailine, Dublin Road, Portlaoise
and also 35 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise

Who died Z2nd April, 2022 RIP.

Lrt anmipersary.
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Youi are mcted so dearfy

oy yon re mo donper bere,

W-hen e re thinking of you

sommtetintes we thed a lear

W will always treaswere you,

You were so gentle and Eind,

Yo dove ives on within our bearts
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Your were such a blessing

o thowehitfad and so trae

WWe feed etermally gratefal

fo bave bad a dad ke you

Sadly missed and lovingly remembered by
vour daughter, Catherine; son, Marting son-in-law, Enin;
danghter-in-law, Caroline; grandchildren, Evan, Aideen,
Colin, Conor and Eimear.,
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Now all we have are memaories and your picture in a frame.
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&> 1214 ANNIVERSARY
% In Loving Memory of
DAVE WALSHE

68 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise. Died 22 April 2011.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
this Sunday 23 April at 12.30pm.
Waords are few, feelings are deep,
Memories of you we will always keep.

x Sadly missed by his loving wife
and family.

| . . !
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Also remembering his Mother, Patricia Walshe,
Dublin whose anniversary occurs at this time.

May Qave Rest in Réave
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In Loving Memory of
VINCENT HANNON

Riversdale, Clondalkin.
15t Anniversary occurs 24 April 2023.

qF
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Vincent, always yvou will be part of us,
And we will forever feel your strength
when we need it most,
Always we feel vou walk beside us,
We feel you all around us and we know
that you never really left us,
We have been so blessed to have had
you in our lives,
Watch over us always Vincent, until we meet again.

LLi L 1r
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Sadly missed, loved and remembered by his Mum
Geraldine, Dad Vincent, daughters Leah and
Alannah and son Vincent, sister Lyndsey and
brother Brian and extended family & friends.

Rest in Peave Nincent

®  ACKNOWLEDGEMENT Q| ]
In Loving Memory of
SEAMUS McCABE
Portlacise and Rathdowney.

%y Mary, Evelyn and Kathleen, sisters of the
A late Seamus would like to express our
| deep gratitude to all those who attended
' | his removal.
We extend a special word of thanks to
Fr. David Vard who concelebrated
Seamus’s funeral Mass,
Thanks also to Deacon Eugene Keyes
for his presence at the rosary recital
The holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for all your
intentions.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of
our sincere appreciation.
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@ ACKNOWLEDGEMENT @
' In Loving Memory of

MAURA PHELAN

Killeaney, Kilbricken, Shanahoe.

Maura's husband James, daughter
Lisa, son James, son-inlaw Tony,
daughter-in-law Helen, grandchildren
Nicole, Cayden, Connie and James,
sisters Irene and Audrey, brother Neil,
along with their extended family, would
like to express their sincere thanks to
W ™ il those who sympathised with them
~— [ sy ON their recent sad loss of Maura.
A ﬁ ﬂ We thank all those who attended
i? Maura's wake, rosary and funeral
A 2V Mass.
To the priests who attended to Maura's spiritual needs
in her final days and to Fr. Paddy Byme who officiated
at her funeral and wake.
Qur extended thanks to all those who called to the
house, sent Mass cards and messages, made phone
calls and gave floral tributes.
To all who provided refreshments and to those who
helped out during the wake, we sincerely thank
you. Special thanks to our wonderful neighbours, friends
and supportive community.
Thank you to Eamon Kelly funeral directors for their
professionalism, care and attention to detail in preparing
Maura’s final resting place.
To Ava Lalor for the beautiful hymns and music.
We would like to express our gratitude to all the doctors
and nurses in St. James' Hospital. Finally our heartfelt
thanks to Dr. Connaughton and to all the staff in the
Midlands Hospital Portlacise for the wonderful care
shown to Maura in her final days and nights. It will not
be forgotten.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually
we hope that this acknowledgement will be accepted
with our heartfelt appreciation.

Maura's Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
St. Brigid's Church, Shanahoe on Sunday 30™ April at
12 noon.
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(God saw you getting tired and a cure was not to be.
S0 He put His arms around you and whispered
‘Come to me”.

A golden heart stopped beating,
hard working hands at rest.

God broke our hearts to prove to us He only takes the
best.

Rast in Rece, forever in our hearts and prayers.
ChMiss pou every single day txw
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In Loving Memory of
JOE DUNNE

“Silverdale”, Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
24 Anniversary occurs 25% April 2023,

(1
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There's a special kind of feeling,
When we think about you Daddy.
It's a pleasure to remember,
All the happy times we had.
There's a special kind of caring,
That is meant for you alone,
There’s a place somewhere within
our hearts, that only you can own.
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Will those who think of foe today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

ir

Missing you lots, from your loving family.

Rest in Reace ~Joe
In Loving Memory of

A Cherished Mother, Grandmother,
Great-Grandmother and Sister-in-Law

KATHLEEN PAISLEY

Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
6th Anniversary occurs 28" April 2023
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If we could visit Heaven,
If only for a day,
Maybe for a moment,
The pain would go away.
We would put our arms around
you and whisper words so true,
That living life without you,
Is the hardest thing to do.
No matter how we spend our
days, no matter what we do,
No morning dawns, or evening falls,
That we don't think of you.
We will love you forever and miss you always.
From all her loving family, extended family
and many friends.

CMay Kathileen Rest in Reace

Also remembering at this time;
Kathleen's late husband Joe, on his birthday on
1=t May, her brother Bill Doyle and all deceased

members of the Doyle and Paisley families.
Will those who think of them today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Our Lady Rueen of Reae Rray for Us

WL

AF

o

i

WL

T

L

T

T



(1]
T
ik
1‘1‘
u
"
H
n
u
i
Ak
L)
L1]
T
ik
¥
(1)
L
ik
"
ik
"

"'a Portlamse
| Stone Centre

+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

+ We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.

+ Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

+ Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.

+ Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
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+ We also supply and fit artificial grass.
+ We supply ceramic photos - single and double.
+ All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Ak

Please visit our new website www.portlaoisestone.ie
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Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@portlacisestone.ie
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MOCHUAPRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

.= For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
F bespoke miemorial cards,
Create a collage of images Hlustrating
the life of your loved one with eur
expert Design Team.
Al our Cards are individually desiened
unigue keepsakes, with no fidden charges
Sfor additional photes or inages.
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Portlaoise, Co. I_amw
|/OS7 86 34050

www.mochuaprint.ic
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May the wind be always at your back.
May the sun shine warm upon your face; |
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i 1 the rains fall soft upon your fields
= and until we meet again,
' mayﬁndhnldyuuilih:pnhnnf
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His hand.
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+ KEEGAN’S + )
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaocise.

K
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Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

WL
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or

We have opened a new office and show rcom on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

or

i

Contact;

057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137
NIALL;

086-2770095
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DEs & CARMEL MORAN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co, Laois

L

24 hour service and personalised attention

057-8731115 '

L) Carmel 087-6144280

WL

T Des0&7-2794532

WL

(<2} moranundertake rslaois@gmail.com
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Funeral S
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S5ince the 1940
been providing Funeral Services in the
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the Kelly family have

L

Abbeyleix area. Main k.
sffer a 24 hour personal and , Street
professional funeral service. \‘ ' Abbﬂ'yf&'fﬁ =
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Results for
20" April 2023
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No €18,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER

Patricia Gorman x4 Online Lotto

Oscar Wheeler Match Parish Centre

John Beere 3s John Loughlin

Richard Ryan Receive Anthony Preston

Angela Dollard €77 Greg Keenan
each

Maureen Ryan Parish Centre
Carmel Whelan
Annette Lawlor
Marie Heavey
Joan Bergin
Breda Conroy
Rita Watkins

Margaret McGrath

Annette Lawlor
The Lawlor Family
Claire Morrissey
Donal Bergin

Tina Feighery

Flay PARISH

OO

OHLINE
wiww, portlaoiseparish.ie

William Marum
Emer Bredin

Follow U=y @PortlaciseParis

& Lilte Us ) portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot is €19,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

_ Deacon Eugene Keyes
o Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14, 22-33 | Psalm 15:1-2, 5, 7-11
St. Peter 1Pt 1:17-21 | Luke 24:13-35

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaocise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Parches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaociseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlaoiseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
llamte 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject ta availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



Calling all 2023 Confirmation Candidates and Young People

Would you like to become a Young Pioneer?

The Young Pioneer was founded to help young people who wish to abstain from alcohol
until they reach the age of 18 years and who want to remain free from drugs for life.

If vou would like to become a Young Pioneer please complete the attached application
form and return by email to — portlavisepioneersia gmail.com or leave at Reception in the
Parish Centre by Tuesday 2" May 2023.

Date of enrolement will be advised later.

Message for Parents / Guardians — This can be a very important choice / decision for your
son / daughter.

Name:

Address:

Contact No.

Date of Birth

Date of Application

Signed: Applicant

I (Parent / Guardian)

Consent to my son / daughter named above to enrol as a member of the Young Pioneers.

Signed: Parent / Guardian

Date:

kb hkhhkbddddrhhbhddhdhrddddddtdtidddddedtdddbdddddddhdddddhdddddohhddddtdhddhdddhd




