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1 We continued last weekend with our celebration of First Holy Communion.
: Lm[l'l'l"-"" ~ Congratulations to the boys and girls from Gaelscoil Phortlaoise and Scoil
Bhride, may you continue to know the love of God in your life.
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaoiseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilie Us) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



What Is On Your Mind
Today?

What is on your mind today?
Perhaps you have to get the
car through its N.C.T.
Perhaps you have to do the
shopping with not enough
money  in your  purse.
Perhaps you have to get
same work done with not
enough hours in your day.
Perhaps you have to visit a
family member who is ill, or help your child fix a failed
friendship at school. There is so much to do. Continuing
Jesus’ mission on earth problem doesn't figure much in the
pages of our diaries.

Today we are privy to Jesus' prayer made on our behalf at
the close of his ministry on earth. In this prayer, we are
reminded that Jesus had finished the work that he had
come to do. Jesus had made God's name known, so that all
could share in eternal life. However, for this to happen, we
hawve to carry the baton and keep Jesus’ teaching alive in a
world bursting with conflicting values.

The first disciples continued Jesus' mission without planes,
trains, without a postal service, without TV or radio and
without the internet. Yet thanks to these early disciples we
are all very familiar with the promise of eternal life, even
though these words were spoken over two thousand years
ago. It doesn’'t matter how busy we are, life is so much
easier for us than it was for those early disciples. We really
dont have much excuse. We have been entrusted with an
important job, yet for most of us, it is something we don't
think about nearly enough. We are told not to let the world
tie us down, but that's most definitely easier said than
done. In truth we are very much of this world.

On this Sunday we celebrate World Communication Day,
and it feels a timely opportunity to consider the task we
have been set. We have all the benefits of a twenty first
century world at our fingertips, now we just need to
capture some of the passion that drove those early
disciples.

We all know at least one person who sets a shining
example. Perhaps it's here that we will find our motivation.
Perhaps the people we most admire provide us with a
madel of who we ourselves would like to be. With a good
example to emulate and our twenty first century means to
spread God's love, change is not beyond any of us.

‘Eternal Life is this: to know you, the only true God, and
Jesus Christ whom you have sent....”

Mass times for the coming week

[Farish Church or otherwize stated)
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
£.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

St. Peter & Paul’s
Cemetery Mass
Sunday 4th June at 1pm
This Mass will replace the 12.30pm Mass in the
Parish Church on that Sunday.
Ratheniska Cemetery Mass
Friday 2nd June at 7pm

COLLECTION FOR
OUR RETIRED PRIESTS
NEXT WEEKEND 27th/28th MAY

We ask for vyour support for this
collection which will be held next
weekend.

There are over 20 retired Priests in our
Diocese, a number of them in Nursing
Homes and others with need for extra
assistance to remain in their own homes.

With a reduced number of priests in
Parishes it is now necessary to invite the
assistance of the faithful in the Diocese
to contribute to the Retired Priests Fund
by way of this annual collection.

Envelopes are available in
Development Boxes or you can pick
up an envelope in the Church
porches.

We thank you in anticipation of your
generosity.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - 5pm. Fhone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST |
HEARING AID

Consultant °

Patricia Kilmartin

« Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

= Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)
Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Maobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

TRSTRIT SAFETY MEASIRRES IM PLACE, IM LINE WATH ADNWICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®™™

LiaAM GRANT
Woob DESIGN

MEDIA VWALLS [E=TD. 1928]

KITCHENS - BEDROOMS -

Get your ideal Kitchen at a price you can afford.
We can create the perfect kitchen for you.
Individual Kitchens starting from €4,999.

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise. R32 Y275
Liam 087-8280265 | liam.lgwd@gmail.com
[ohn 086-3864013 | john.lgwd@gmail.com




HE ALZHEIMER
OCIETY o IRELAND

LAOIS ALZHEIMER

Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise
Thursday 25t May at 11am

The Laois Alzheimer Café will provide a warm,
welcoming space for people with dementia, their family
and friends, social and health care professionals, to
meet, exchange ideas and learnings. All are welcome.

For further information please contact Ann Munnell)

085—83}'-2158 | an*.lunnelly@e-ﬂzheirlnelr,lié i FUN ERAL
or Grainne Roche Duff 087-6075037
Laois Physiotherapy H Os pITAI'I TY

Clinic

With you every atep uf the wa?

live life physically well Hid)

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
JOHN SUGRUE B3¢ Msc Aisce MICOLA CALDBECK a5 AdscP Maace ' -
CONOR BOLTON a5 pse Miscr SRR VRN L TRl

L, D57 BES 5800
Cnfine booking. www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic. ie ales.portlasize@ . mﬂldﬂ) n

ales.portlasise@maldronhotels.com Pty

To book by phone: 087 666 4808 57 maldronhotelportlacise.com B

0N rates

Services inclide
Manual Therapy
Birie Priceinman LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD
Post-COperative Care Programmes '
Taping
Home Visits
Dry Needling
Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Maon: Z:30am - 6om Thurs: 8:30am - Z:00mm

Tuwes: B:30am - 5:300m Friz  9:30am - 5.30pm W ;

Wed: 9:30am - 5 30pm C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

Thanks as always for your support

e _ £ : . GRiF TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
i R S L e i HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

e

_( Techmarket g&

Lucated in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@)@techmarketir|

REPAIRS




Block Road, Portlaoise,

Co Laois
057 8681492

WALKING GROUP

Our walking group brings
participants through a
walking programme gradually
increasing fitness over time,
The walking group helps
people diagnosed with cancer
take positive steps towards
better health, Exercise has
been shown to help with
fatigue for cancer survivors,

CREATIVE ARTS

CLASS
9.30am-11.30am

THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This isa self-management
programme for cancer
survivors with the aim of
improving their quality of life
to better manage daily health.
(Developed by Standford

University)
10am-12 noon
Booking Essential

(" ENTITLEMENTS
A Citizens Information
Adviser will give you
advice about the
financial help you may
be entitled to and will
help you to navigate the
process. e.g., medical
card application etc

e e e R e

CANCER SUPPORT
NURSE

Our cancer care nurse
will provide you with
information to help
you with the emotional
and psychological
impact of your cancer

% diagnosis. .

www.cuislecancersupport.com
email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie

MINDFULNESS FOR
MEN

11am-12noon

PROSTHESIS & BRA

FITTING DAY

16th MAY
Spaces Available.

Booking Essential

MINDFULNESS
PROGRAMME

11am-12noon
6 Week Course
Booking Essential

PILATES
12.45pm-1.30pm
Places Limited
6 Week Coursse

Wednesdays
Next

GARMENT FITTING

Sarra Nova
10th MAY
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
surgery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only

REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
By appointment only

ART
From 2-4pm

CHAIR YOGA

10am-11am Booking
Essential

NEW - AQUA AEROBICS)

EVERY MONDAY
from 1.45-2.30pm
IN PORTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE

[his class s ideal fanrallcancer patients E;:e:mllrpatle-nts wiho suffer)

mphaadama Aqua aercbics orexercising in water can really help imphoves
I'g.rmphuede-ma and quality of life, as well a5 helping you keeg fit, healthy and happy.
Please give the centre a call if you would like to attend this dass on 057 8681492

THIS CLASS 15 FREE OF CHARGE AS 15 ALL OUR SERVICES

Thursdays

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
10am-11.15am
Booking Essential

CLIMB PROGRAMME

Helping Children Understand
Cancer. This programme is fun
and'creative, using drama,
arts and plagand aims to help
children cope with a cancer
diagnaosis in the family

SEPTEMBER 2023

WORK & CANCER
PROGRAMME

This is a 6-week programme
which will equip you with
strategies and skills to
help manage everyday
symptomswhich can
impact on work. This
programme was developed
by TCD and is supported by
TCD & NCCF.

Booking Essential
SEPTEMBER 2023

COUNSELLING

By appointment only

CUISLE KILDARE

The Waterways, Sallins,

5. Tel: 045 852918
Outreach Centre in
Sallins Co. Kildare

1 day per --Hl:

- Tuesdays 9

CUISLE CANCER

SUPPORT CENTRE
Follow Us;

© ¥

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge
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@ MOCHUAPRINT & DESIGN irish Enterprise * “iigasm e e
GET YOURSELF NOQTICED Awards 2022+ E0-CONSCIOUS EACELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOUINEED TO- MJNG‘"I

| GRAPHIC
1 DESIGN

RETAILPRINT

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83

. 045 433569
Mass for anyone travelling m
to Fatima this June will be
celebrated on ﬁﬂjam I}E 5

Mon. 22" May, 7.30pm M[NBBW IN

Tickets will be distributed in :
the Parish Centre directly SDME[’N% )
after Mass so it is cLoen,
important to please attend. .

This Weeh's Legion Prayer Intercession

Joiuws = O
For the best cup of tea ...ever!

— . ——

.
We pray that tlurIM his month of May
all may come to know the love of Mary
$ g e son, = MOUNTRATH DAY CENTRE

Nate: TUESDAY 23°° MAY 2023

Follow C .' on
Search Legioﬁ* of Mz

1PM-3PM All are Welcome

B
#g Mzheumer DONATE Gz

Legion of Mary “t " of intLaND NOW &l




Inch House
IRELAND

Sunday 28th May._ are oUSE = == Accommodation & Events
Y Cli{—] , Meditation Stradbally, Co. Laois
A Selection of hand cut

Relax. heal and unwind sandwiches, freshly baked

Scan

at our next yoga and scones and delightful Website

meditation class sweet cakes.

Small and large groups welcome.
lead by our
resident Yogi. ) +353-83-8819218
€10 off a group of 4 guests or

Booking Essential more “',j' h. rlli"s "."l:)ll.(']']l""r_ I HCh hDUSEIrEID r‘ld.lE

Viartin Ryan
Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons = Oleo-Mac
* Legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

S PRI « NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
R ERICADAD: « NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
| e Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669
SPORT EIREANN Y .
@ AR IRELARE Q .‘::-C);"-:lb GPOR TS FARTHERSHIP
- e PRIME
Slaintecare. EduFIT ZI ME

| PORTLAOISE

A FREE MULTIMODAL EXERCISE &
HEALTH EDUCATION PROGRAMME

Suitable for adults aged 30-80 years of all fitness abilities
& those living with clinical conditions.

Exercise classes every Monday & Thursday
from 10:00am-11:00am in St Mary's Hall
until 20th July 2023.

To sign-up, please scan the QR code using your camera or
contact us using the details provided below.

Delivered by EduFIT

083 374 8262 (Ruth) @ dufit.i @ sedufit.i
085 849 7737 (Kiera) www.edufit.ie programmes@edufit.ie




PAINTING &
DECORATING

Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting
Powerwashing

15 years experience
Fully Insured
089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

= Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

FOR SALE
2014 Hyundai IX35 1.7L diesel,
silver, very good condition.
NCT 10/24, 269,000km, 4 new
tyres, new back brake discs.
Taxed end June 2023. Genuine
reason for sale. €9,500.

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

ERAWAN

THAI MASSAGE
Pepper's Court

Contact; 086-8791389
CARPENTRY SERVICES ,
Registered and fully insured ‘
Budget Kitchens €£€€£ at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,

Partiticns and wainscoting.

CQutdoor pergolas with twin wall clear rocf.
Renaovations undertaken,

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Oil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Removwing all the old sledge and water that has built up

in your radiatars and bailers over tha yaars with clean
water and [nhibitors te reduce fuel béls and save manay,

Portlaoise
Open 7 Days
1lam-7pm
083-0988602
CLARE'S &=

D ERVICE

Stradbally Rd. Portlacise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

Kind, reliable lady needed to mind
children in our home (outskirts of
Portlaoise), 1pm to 6pm Monday to
Friday. Requires minding two boys
aged 7 and 5 years, coming home
from school, and collecting one girl
aged 2 years from Créche, feeding
dinner, light housework and help
with homework. Good rates paid.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
& GROUNDWORKS

-\ Patio areas, driveways,
!IL .1

stump remaoval, lawns,
—) kerbing, hedging,
fencing and drainage.
Call now for 2 caompetitive quote!
085-7759975

dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

Ballyfin, Portlacise. Cali: 089‘4390869 Contact; 086-0611502
086-3758503 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie after 6pm
DS -~ gy ELECTRICIAN

CARER REQUIRED

S
%ﬂ' AVAILABLE

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

for elderly lady
1 hour, evenings -
approx. 9pm, days to be
mutually agreed.
Tel.; 086-2259540

FOR RENT

2 bed cottage located Skms from
Mountmellick in a rural area. It
would suit a single/professional
couple. Qil fired central heating,
located in a quiet area, outside
sheds available for fuel storage or
a dog. References required.

Contact; 087-2500083

TILING
SERVICES
For all your
Ceramic Tiling needs.

Contact John;
086-8697870

KPS CLEANING
» Domestic Cleaning
» General House Cleaning
» Deep Cleaning
« « = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices, schools, shops,
salons ete. Contact us for all your
cleaning needs.
087-9737073




WANTED BABYSITTER/CHILDMINDER/ PORTLAOISE

ooking for 2 oving | S44ZSELAALANE | PATIMA PILGRIMAGE
home for a black 4.5 8™M-15™ JUNE 2023

: Experienced babysitter/
month old girl Labrador

Have your loved ones included in

: caregiver and light housework our daily Mass during our
for sale. No time duties, medical education, pilgrimage; IthE sick, decgalsed.
wasters please. Call TJ; references available. your '"te”m"i' tl?antﬁgwmg'
exam results etc.
085-2820502 Text Yana 087-7793145 Candle cards, Mass Bouguets
LAMBERT HEATING & available from Michael & Margaret
FOR SALE PLUMBING Houlihan 087-9212028 or any
Automatic tUD load Covering all your member of the committee,
; i Heating & Plumbing needs; Give your petitions to Michael or
Wh[FlDUDI Washmg RGI registered, new builds, Margaret and we will leave them
MﬂChiﬂE Ell'ld Zanussi extensions, power flushing, gas in Fatima for you.

and oil boiler upgrades, air to water

Dishwasher. Please tel g heat pumps, water softeners, We will be bringing donations to

servicing etc. the convent in Fatima for anyone
087-0635779 085-1211244 wishing to contribute.
Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | {) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.,

Portlaocise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday in the Parish Centre at 3pm for an afternoon of friendship, fun
and activities. New members always welcome. Activities for coming week;

Monday; No Bowls, they will resume the following Monday May 297,

Tuesday; Rehearsals for Show.,

Wednesday 24"; Walk and Picnic in Emo, meet at the Parish Centre at 2.30pm for carpooling, need to be there at
that time or could be left behind.

Thursday 25"; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm, new members welcome, tuition given.

Portlaocise ARA 'FOREVER YOUNG' Variety Show; Tues. 13" June at 7pm in the Dunamaise Theatre. Tickets available
from the theatre, 057-8663355 or on line www.dunamaise.ie, Please support if you can as a lot of work has gone into
this production. For any further information please ring PRO Sheila at 087-6204617,

Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 16" May; AN
Top Score: Tom Keamns | 1% Lady: Margaret Flanagan | 2™ Lady: Betty Fox | 1* Gent: Michael O'Brien %, il ¥
2™ Gent: Tom Dunne & Ann-Marie Farrell | 1% Half: Mary Downey | 2™ Half: Theresa Mulhare ' S
Best of 3: Mary Gowing | Raffle: 1% Frances Gleeson | 2™ Kit Farrell | 3™ Mary Gowing Mot Al
4" Catherine Fitzpatrick | 5 Mary Gowing | 6 Ann O'Dowd | 7" Shella Duff Tl
Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. Anyone
interested in learning to play, contact Breda Cooley.

Mountmellick Neighbourhood Watch's Annual Sale will be held in July, date to be confirmed. Anything from a
needle to an anchor once it's in good condition will be accepted. Contact Paddy Bracken 087-6606804, Bobby Delaney
086-0666488 or Barbara Lalor 086-6629446,

The National Guide Dog Day Is taking place nationwide on 26™ May. The Laois branch of Guide Dogs are holding a
Dog Walk on Sunday 28" May in Togher Wood at 2pm to mark the event. You can take part by walking your dog and
make a donation to Guide Dogs at the event and be in with a chance to win a sponsorad prize by Petmania for best
behaved dog and best groomed dog, please support this local and MNational charity. Contact Dom Dunne at Dom's
Tyres for more information,

Book Launch; John Lacken will be launching his new book about family life, Tuesday 23™ May at 7pm in the Killeshin
Haotel. All are welcome,

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary will be prayed for the month of May in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath, Monday-Saturday 6.20pm,
Sunday 3pm.

Gospel Readings: Group to reflect on the Sunday readings, we meet every Friday in the Parish Centre after 10am
Mass. All are welcome to join us. Contact Angela 086-0683085.

Padre Pio's Glove will be in Fitzpatrick's House, Kilberry, Athy, Co. Kildare, on Saturday 3™ June from 11am to Spm.
Items of 5t Pio will be available on the day. For Lnfo call Ann 085-1696189.

An Spioraid Nacimh Praying Community Pentecost Retreat; Friday 26" May in the Maryborough Room,
Portlacise Parish Centre, Sts. Peter & Paul's Church, Portlaocise. Exposition 7pm followed by Holy Mass, celebrant
Fr. David Vard C.C. Saturday 27" in the Maryborough Room, Portlacise Parish Centre, Holy Mass 10am, confessions
available. Programme continues in the Parish Centre. Closing Mass at 4pm. Celebrant: Fr. Ruairi O'Domhnaill P.P.
All are welcome. Bring a packed lunch. Visit www spioraidnacimh.com for the full programme.

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help continues this Monday 22™ May at 7.30pm In St Clare’s Church,
Graiguecullen, Carlow. Guest Speaker Kathleen Chada - Mother of Eocghan and Ruairi Chada,

PORTLAOISE PARISH PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND 7™"-15" SEPTEMBER 2023
Spiritual Director; Msgr. John Byrne. & SEATS REMAINING - trip of a lifetime!
Tel. John 087-1254841 | Chris 086-1987596 | Kitty 087-9506634 | Joe Tully Travel Ltd. 059-9136100




%f/ﬂ Congratulations to all the couples recently married in
PORTLAOISE AND ABBEYLEIX PARISH
Every good wish and blessing for a happy future together.

la
i

]

Pictured Above; Pictured Above;
Aideen Fitzpatrick and Mark Ryan who were Claire Keenan and Edward McEvoy who were married in the
married in the Church of the Assumption, Church of the Assumption, the Heath, on Thursday 239 March.
the Heath, on Friday 5" May. Celebrant; Fr. Ciprian Matei

Celebrant; Msgr. John Byrne

And the
Ceto

shall become

Eharians AT

Pictured Right;
Aine O Connor and
Alan Dunne, who
were married in
the Church of the
Assumption, the
Heath, on Friday
215 April.
Celebrant;

Fr. David Vard

%,

Pictured Right;
James McEvoy and Shannon O Toole, who were married
in Aughrim, Co. Wicklow, on 21= April.



¢

Pictured Above;
Jane Mason and Conor Murphy who were married in
the Church of the Assumption, the Heath, on Thursday
13t December ‘22, Celebrant; Fr. David Vard

Pictured Abhove;
Olga Downey and John 0°Shea who were married in the
Church of the Assumption, the Heath, on
Friday 30t December ‘22. Celebrant Fr. David Vard

PERSONALISED WEDDING
CANDLES AVAILABLE TO
ORDER IN OUR PARISH SHOP

.« _-ur

" i fave fonend J'".l'f:.r P Pictured Above;
‘ ‘ ’, whom iy §e alk Kieran Hickey and Linda Byrne who were

Saturday 6 May.
Celebrant; Fr. Paddy Byrne

| / marvied in
', A e St. Laserian’s Church, Ballinakill, on
. ' Song of Solamoen 3:4




Up, Up and Away

I love balloons. There are so many things you can do
with balloons. Some people can make balloons into
various shapes. That is fun to watch! There are also a
lot of different games you can play with balloons. You can tie
them around your ankle and play "Stomp the Balloon" or you can
fill them with water and have a water balloon fight.

One of the most enjoyable things one can do with a balloon is to
fill it with helium. I am sure you know that when filled with
helium, a balloon floats in the air. If you don't want it to get away
from you, it is a good idea to hold on tight or tie it around your
wrist. But it is also quite enjoyable when it does float away from you. It is fun to stand and watch
as the balloon floats higher and higher into the heavens until it totally disappears. The only way
to experience that is to be willing to let it go.

When Jesus was ready to return to heaven, he took his disciples aside to make sure that they
understood everything that had happened to him. He explained why it was important for him to
be crucified and to be raised from the dead to fulfill what the Scriptures had said about him. He
also told them that he was going to return to his Father in heaven, and that the Holy Spirit would
come to be with them.

At first, the disciples were sad that Jesus would be leaving them, but then the Bible tells us that
Jesus opened their minds so they would understand. Then, an amazing thing happened. The Bible
tells us that Jesus lifted his hands and blessed his disciples. While he was blessing them, he left
them and was taken up into heaven.

In my imagination I can see the disciples standing and watching as Jesus ascended higher and
higher until he disappeared from view. Were the disciples sad? No way! The Bible tells
us that when Jesus had ascended into heaven, the disciples worshiped him and re-
turned to Jerusalem with great joy. There they stayed continually in the temple, @
praising God.

We are here today for the very same purpose. We have come into the temple to wor-
ship him with great joy!

Dear Father,
we thank you for sending Jesus, your only Son, to die for our sin. We
know that he has risen from the dead and has returned to heaven.
Bless us today as we worship him with great joy! Amen.




The Ascension of Jesus

While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up to heaven.
Luke 24:51

X|W/VID|J|Q|R|I|B|S|O|A|E|U H|LG FlT]
5|6|78|9[1011]12/13 1415151?13 1920 21| 222324|2525

1. 25-14-20-25-8-20-20-13-4

SCRIPTURE
2. 11-16-13-18-13-4 RISE
3. 22-8-18-4-10 REPENT
HEAVEM
4. 10-15-7-8-16-26-14-7-13
BELESSING
5. 7-8-10-13 MINDS
6. 7-13-16-13-18-26 TAKEN
7. 9-20-13-10-10-8-18-21 QOPENED
WORSHIPED
8. 26-12-17-13-18
FULFILLED
9. 19-13-12-3-13-18
10. 2-11-7-10-19-8-16-13-4
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The Ascension D E C N K UN P L F J s D Q S
Jesus goes back to heaven. H R U 1 E H 0O G G V \ K s L c

Today's feast is the Ascension of Jesus into heaven,
40 days after his death and resurrection.

In the Gaspel

Jesus blesses his friends and goes back to Heaven as he has done
everything his Father wanted him to do. He promises his friends he

will send the Holy Spirit.




Summer, is a wonderful time of year, long bright
days that awaken within us all, a sense of peace and
calm. Traditionally during summer time those who
are fortunate enough can enjoy a restful holiday.
Time out, is a very important gift that we must
embrace in our adult lives. We are not robots and
often the constant demands of life can cause stress
and physical consegquences. To gift oneself a good
rest is a very important blessing. There are many
different ways to find recreation. Summer is it time
to renew and give rest to our bodies and mind.
Sometimes it's good to hit the pause button.

Life is indeed a sacred journey. Hopefully our
pathways are level and smooth, but in our humanity
we know at times we walk the mountainous and
tough terrain. Our pathway is a journey where we're
not in control, ultimately, all we have is now. Living
in the present is a wvery challenging but most
rewarding and life-giving blessing. We all can feel at
times weighed down and overburdened, this is very
true, if we have not acknowledged or processed the
wounds and scars that life can inflict upon us from
the past. Resentment, bitterness, unforgiveness and
genuine hurt can weigh us down. Similarly, another
distraction on our journey s to warry about
tomorrow, the mortgage repayment, the exam
results, what will happen if?

The iconic Saint Padre Pio, had a wery practical
spirituality which empowered him to live in the
present moment and experience the power of now.
His celebrated prayer is one that offers deep
relevance to all our lives. "My past life I give to your
mercy ©O° Lord, tomorrow I hand into your
Providence, this day let me live in your love®”,

Often we don't fully appreciate what we have until it
is made vulnerable, our health, friendship, shelter. To
experience the ability to appreciate what we have
and to be mindful that all we are in control of is now,
can indeed be a liberating gift. We walk in a different
pace, more observant of the environment around us
and in touch with our inner selves. "The distant scene
I do not ask to see no more, one step is enough
for me". I pray, as we welcome the brightness of
summertime that all of us will be blessed with Peace
of Mind, a peace that allows us to enjoy every
moment, one step at a time.

This is a beautiful poem by Mario de Andrade (San
Paclo 1893-15945), Poet, nowvelist, essayist, musicologist,
one of the founders of Brazilian modernism. It is full
of wisdom and fuelled with sound advice.

Time to Think!

One Step at a Time

MY SOUL HAS A HAT

I counted my vears and realised that I have less time
to live by, than I have lived so far.

I feel like a child who won a pack of candies: at first
he ate them with pleasure, but when he realised that
there was little left, he began to taste them intensely.
I have no time for endless meetings where the
statutes, rules, procedures and internal regulations
are discussed, knowing that nothing will be done.

I no longer have the patience to stand absurd people
who, despite their chronological age, have not grown
up.

My time is too short,

I want the essence, my spirit is in a hurry.

I do not have much candy in the package anymore.

I want to live next to humans, very realistic people
who know how to laugh at their mistakes, who are
not inflated by their own triumphs and who take
responsibility for their actions.

In this way, human dignity is defended and we live in
truth and honesty.

It is the essentials that make life useful.

I want to surround myself with people who know how
to touch the hearts of those whom hard strokes of life
have learned to grow with sweet touches of the soul.
Yes, I'm in a hurry,

I'm in a hurry to live with the intensity that only
maturity can give.

I do not intend to waste any of the remaining
desserts.

[ am sure they will be exquisite, much more than
those eaten so far.

My goal is to reach the end satisfied and at peace
with my loved ones and my conscience.

We have two lives and the second begins when you
realise you only have one.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 29,600 followers or @AbbeyleixFP
or leave a cormment on his Blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles



= Foamstream Ltd

Chemical-Free Weed Control

A soft wash treatment for removing both red and green algae,
moss, mould, lichen, biofilm, and grime from most hard
surfaces including: concrete, render, sandstone, tennis courts,
paths, tiles, roofs, driveways, timber, artificial grass, sports
surfaces and headstone cleaning.

* It treats hard surfaces with no risk of staining and damage
* Contains no acids or bleach

* Results will last for 3 years or more

For further information contact;

Noel 086 378 9028 | James 083 096 7944

www.foamstream.ie

ABOUT US
We are a Fundamental Motor Skill
based class designed to help kids

learn and develop the basic Mini Movers foquseslnn
L movement patterns they will need devel_onng_nhﬂdren 5§
= [ L in life through fun and games. athletic ability through
3 fou'll nEL% ) learning the fundamental
All materials made in the EU Fb””qﬂ';“ e“tal" Momar 5::“5 E:E e motor skills in an
A5IC ledarnt movement patierns i i
We'supply and fit on request, and are the foundation for more Eg;?gi”;ﬂf;:fﬁ
complex physical and sporting teaching styles to help
activities. stimulate the cognitive and
1. Locomaotive Skills physical development
2. Stability Skills of childran,

3. Manipulative Skills WHERE
! Tl f Haly Family Senior School

Portlaoise

| WHO?
- — Kids 1.5 - 3 years - 9am
[}5: 8509219 S — Kids 3 - 5 years - 10am
e 1cidluummnul:1uﬂk com. N - . " T
l:ﬂL-E bﬂﬂk CI Mm —_ ) EMINIMOVERSLACAS MINIMOVERSLAQIS@GMAIL CON




First Holy Communion in our Parish last weekend
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Photos courtesy of Agnieszka Kaczmarek. See more photos on our website www.portlaoiseparish.ie/galleries/
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;
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Gabriel Arogbortise
Triogue Manor,
Portlaoise
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Gerard Garvey
Esker Hills,
Portlaoise
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Brigid Bonham
mperance St. Abbeyleix
and Ballyroan
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Fven fﬁm{gﬁ P walk fﬁmtgﬁ the davkest
um?%y, 9 fear no evil: for You are with me;
Your rod and Your staff - fﬁey comjfort me.
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death nofice at www.porflaciseparish.ie/deathnotices
4
m MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
x THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
- For the perfect iribute card for vour loved one
i _ our bespoke memorial cards.
Create a collage af images illnstrating
the fife of your loved ane with our
expert Design Teanm.
Al onr Cards are individually designed

wiigue keepsakes, with me hidden charges
Sorr adefitional plaotos or images. g
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In Loving Memory of
TAN LAWLOR-AMARAL

Bennekerry and Oakleaf Place, Portlaoise.
2nd Birthday away from Home occurs 20t May.

A Lowing Som, Brothen, Uncle,
Neplew and Fricnd
Today would have been such a
special day, but now it brings
sadness and sorrow,
If we could share just one more
birthday, if there was one more
tomaorrow.

But birthdays are a time to reflect and look over the time
that has passed, and we can't believe it's been two years,
The time just goes so fast.

But memories of more happier times in our hearts will
stay, we will treasure each and every one,
until we meet again some day.

S0 we'll say "goodbye” for now and blow kisses to
Heaven above, to wish you a Happy Birthday and to send

you all aur love.

Deeply loved and missed by his mother Annette,
brothers Owen, Paul and Wayne, sister Gemma and
brother-in-law Fahad, niece Sara, nephew Sameer,

extended family and friends,

In Loving Memory of
SEAN FARRELL

Broomville, Portlaoise.
3@ Anniversary occurs 23 May 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
this Saturday 20t May, 6.30pm.

Missed in the moming of every day,
Missed in the evening as light fades
away,

Missed in a thousand and one little ways,
Around every corner, a memory stays.

No one knows the pain we bear, when we all meet
and you're not there, we talk, we laugh, we play
our part, but behind it all lies a broken heart.
You gave us years of happiness, then sorrow
came with tears, you left us lovely memories,
we will treasure through the years.

Sadly missed by Betty, John, Billy, Catherine,
Mark, grandchildren and all your loving family.

Rest in " Beace ODean
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WILLIAM (Bill) CLOONEY
11t May 1980 - 43 Anniversary

MAUREEN CLOONEY
22nd May 2019 - 4" Anniversary

B Anniversary Mass ——
for both Maureen
and Bill, will be
celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's f
Parish Church, this
Sunday 21 May
at11:15am.

The Mass will be streamed on the Parish webcam.

A

Those special memories of you will always bring a
smile, if only we could have you back, for justa
fittle while.

Then we could sit and talk again, just like we used
to do, the fact that you're no longer here, will
always cause us pain, but you are forever in our
hearts, until we meet again.

Lovingly remembered and dearly missed by
their son William, daughters Carmel, Pauline
and Valerie, daughter-in-law Mary, sons-in-law
Richard, Dave and Noel, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and extended family.

May Chey Rest in Reace
? In Loving Memory of ?
SEAN McCORMACK
May the winds of love blow softly
and whisper in your ear,

I‘-'l I‘-'l I‘-'I I‘-'| L]

dk ak Ak £l ak £
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Late of 16 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
‘_ = And tell you how much we love you
\ Loved and missed always by your
daughter, son, son-in-law,
and great-grandchildren.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's

18t Anniversary occurs 27t May 2023.
t and miss you more each year.
daughter-in-law, grandchildren
Parish Church on Sunday 28" May at 10am.
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In Loving Memory of
A Wonderful Husband, Father, Grandfather
and Great-Grandfather
JOHN (Johnnie) PRESTON
Late of 28 St. John's Sq. Portlaoise.
29th Anniversary occurred 184 May 2023,

For someone who meant so much
and was loved by all her knew,
Who left behind a trail of tears

and precious memories too,

I loved the sunshine in his smile

and kindness in his heart,

But Heaven saw that he was tired,
which meant | had to part,
For he was someone wonderful
and words just can't convey,
How much [ wish that he was
here, once more with me today.

Deeply loved, sadly missed, your loving wife
Eileen xxx.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this Sunday
21stMay at 11:15am.

DAD;
We know you're in a better place,
We miss vou everyday,

We'll never be able to forget you,

Sojust watch over us in every way.
Loved always and never forgotten by your loving
daughters, sons, daughters-in-law and son-in-law

XXX

GRANDAD;

No finer Grandad this world could hold,
A happy face, a heart of gold,
Mo tears, no verse will ever say,
How much we miss you everyday.

Missed and loved always from your loving
grandchildren and great-grandchildren xxx

CMay John Rest in Reave

? In Loving Memory of Dad ?

MICHAEL TIMMONS

53 O’ Moore Place, Portlaoise.
32 Anniversary occurs 18t May 2023

Will those who think of Dad
today,

A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed by his loving family.

Rest in Peace “Dad
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In Loving Memory of

PADDY FITZPATRICK
3 Station Road, Portlaocise. Died 24t May 2022.

The family of the late Paddy
Fitzpatrick, wish to acknowledge
the many expressions of
sympathy received on their sad
loss. Thank you to those who
attended his funeral, sent Mass
and sympathy cards, floral
tributes and uploaded messages
of condolence online.

Our sincere gratitude to Portlacise Parish
Priests and staff and a special mention to Msagr.
John Byrne for the heartfelt requiem Mass.

To John Hosey for the beautiful music on the
day, thank you.

VWe would like to extend a special thank you to
Matthew Keegan and David Goode Funeral
Directors for their help, support and
professionalism and to the gravediggers for
preparing Paddy's final resting place.

We would like to thank the Paramedics and the
staff in Portlacise General Hospital for their
excellent care of Paddy over recent times.
Heartfelt thanks to all our relations and friends
who supported and continue to support us in this
difficult time.

A special thank you to Portlacise GAA for their
continued support and for the guard of honour.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually
please accept this acknowledgment as a token
of our sincere appreciation and gratitude.
Paddy's 1% Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, Portlacise
on Sunday 28" May at 12.30pm.

Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by
Paddy's wife Imelda, sons Brian, David, and
Kevin, daughter Laura and extended family.

Rest in Reave Raddy
¢

Treasured Memories of
41 O Moore Place, Portlaoise. 42+ Anniversary occurs 2i0 May.
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PATRICK DWANE

Quickly and quietly came the call,
Without farewell you left us all,

A sudden call from God on high,
You had no chance to say goodbye,
Without farewell you fell asleep,
But memaories of you we'll always keep.

(11
"

Always remembered by your loving
wife and family.

Reast in Peace " Latrick
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DAVE LALOR

Hawthorn Drive, Portlaoise.
24 Anniversary occurs 19" May 2023

Dad;
A daily thought, a silent tear,
A constant wish that you were
here.

Love and miss you always
Daddy, Gerard x

Daddy/Grandad
Everyday in some small way,
Thoughts of you come our way.
Thinking of you always.

Love and miss you always Daddy
Marie, Christy, Kyle and Finn xxxx

Dad/Grandad

Always in our thoughts and forever in our hearts.

Sadly missed everyday, Daithi, Marguerite,
Shauna, Qisin & Cillian xxxxx

Also remembering
MARY (Molly) HEALY
Cullohill
24t Anniversary occurred
11" May 2023

Will those who think of Molly
today, a little prayer to Jesus say.

Missed everyday by her loving daughters,
sons-in-law and grandchildren.

Anniversary Mass for Dave & Molly will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church
this Saturday 20t May at 5pm.

CMay Dare & CMolly Rest in Reace

¢

In Loving Memory of
MARIE WHELAN née Redmond

Late of O' Moore Place, Portlacise and Arklow.
7t Anniversary occurs 20™ May 2023.
| often sit and think of you, and think
of how you died,
To think you could not say goodbye,
before you closed your eyes.
Loved and sadly missed by your
husband Peter.

Rest in Reace CMarie
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In Loving Memory of "%

Our Wonderful Dad E PO I'ﬂ a 0 i S E
PATSY DEEVY sl Stone Centre

24 Lakeglen, Portlaoise. We supply an extensive range of headstones and
5t Anniversary occurs 26 May 2023. - ety L e
= A plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
What we'd give if we could say,

design made to arder.
"Hella Dad” in the same old way, e
; ; p ; We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
To hear his voice and see his smile,

Sandblasting cleaning carried out.
Ta sit with him and chat for a while. o e g
5 Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.,
A true friend we could turn to, ; e :
: Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
When times were good and bad, : S
; _ : We also supply and fit artificial grass.
One of our greatest blessings, | b B A
The man that we called Dad. We supply ostamic pliotos - single and double.
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: All grave work carried out to a high standard.
Sadly missed by his sons Pat and Brendan, & .

Daughter Hannah, doughters-in-faw Sylvia & Maura,
son-in-law Paddy, grandchildren Craig. Rebecca & Paddy.
Also remembering his dearly departed wife Kathleen

at this time,

Please visit our new website www_portlacisestone.ie
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter &
Paul’s Parish Church, on Friday 26t May at 10am.

May Ratsy Rt in Raace
Also remembering at this time Patsy's brother

lAMES [llmm}p] DEEVY Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Laocis.

17 0’ Moore Place, Portlaoise. Tel: [.D%?:I 8660258 | Mﬂbﬂe:.{{]E?] 2538930
25t Anniversary occurs 315t May 2023 Email: info@portlaoisestone.ie

AL Lomes (Rest in Peace
e : + KEEGAN'S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
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In Loving Memory of
PAT BYRNES

29 Beechfield, Portluoise.
9" Anniversary occurs 29" May 2023

]
d b = v Fasband: ; ‘ i
: " Wonderful memories of one so dear, 7 . H
Contact Matthew

.;..t-'u—:'"';‘ I Treasured still with a fove sincere,
L ' I'n our fearts fie is fiving yet,
T foved fum too d;:an"_-}' r.o_fu rget.

o Sadly missed by your foving wife
. Margaret, never forgotten.

087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN
EM & E ; FUNERAL DIRECTORS
e hold you close within our hiearts and there you shall
rematn, to walk, with us throughout our fives until we We have opened a new office and show room on
meet again. Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)
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Sadly missed by your loving children; Mark, Anna, Joanne,

Marguerite el Daniel and your 16 grandchildren. EERIae F
057-8620567 o
: Pat’s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢ o= E

- ),

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on NIALL: m £ i
Sunday 28" May at 12.30pm. ; - ? g
086-2770095 L f’f—ﬁ 5T J ]
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THE PORTLAOISE SINGERS PRESENT: » 4&

APOSTCOVID

CONCERTOF
REMEMBERANCE

FEATURING GUEST SOLOIST, CAOIMHE FITZPATRICK.
ST PETERS CHURCH OF IRELAND, PORTLAQISE
SUNDAY MAY 2157, 7:30 PM

FREE ADMISSION BUT STRICTLY TICKET ONLY

TICKETS AYAILABLE FROM BROWNS GALA, DUBLIN ROAD,

The Parish \%0/7

Open all Saturdays in May from 10am to 2Zpm
for the Communion Ceremonies.

A WIDE RANGE OF COMMUNION GIFTS IN STOCK

Prayer Books - Rosary Beads - Rosettes - Certificates
Personalised Cards and Candles
Photo Frames - Gift Sets - Bookmarks v e
Sterling Silver Necklets, Chains and Crosses
Keepsake Boxes for those cherished memories




Results for
18™ May 2023

K06 o) ()

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Thelma Brown

Portlaoise Parish

WINMNERS
Aoibhinn Brennan

Peggy Brennan M :t - Peggy Brennan

PJ Gleeson 3s Lotto Gift

John Gosling Receive Rita Watkins

Betty & Bernie €200 Betty Phelan
each

Play PARISH

L@

whwrw portlaciseparish.ie

Follow UsYff @rertiecissrars

& Like US o portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot is €20,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

(.

ﬁ_ . Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Simon Jin

=l Deacon Eugene Keyes
" W Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

The Ascension of the Lord
Acts 1:1-11 | Psalm 46:2-3, 6-9
Ephesians 1:17-23 | Matthew 28:16-20

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

__'L

- { it
i -

—— L

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MAMNAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www. portlaoiseparish.ie

[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Sacretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



WORLD

COMMUNICATION
DAY

Sunday
21st May 2023

SMALL, SMALL WORLD

‘Go out to the whole World and make disciples of all nations’

Who is looking at us?

Statistics from our Website
Year to date (Jan to 1st May)

Hits - 110,667
In addition Shalom World TV transmit our daily 10am Mass
to an estimated ‘virtual’ congregation of 10,000 people
from all over the World. This is evidenced by the number
of requests we receive for inclusion in prayers. And also
by the number who visit us in person who are part of our
‘virtual congregation’.

It has certainly taught us that it is a 'small World’ and our
Church is truly Universal. Many comment on

1. BB Ireland 6. Australia our wonderful Music Ministry and so itis.

We are truly grateful to those who make it so.

Top 10 Countries joining us via Webcam

2. & UnitedStates 7, g Poland

3. &8 UnitedKingdo 8. = Spain Visiting us this week from
the US.  Patrick and
d n.l Canada g h Benin Rosemarie Egan, Barrington,
. Wingis with Msgr. John and
: - | Fr. Simon,
5. B Andorra 10. 5 India

Modern Communication: During the weekly audience Pope Francis was interrupted by a
phone call which he took and chatted animatedly for over a minute. A big break with
protocol. Wouldn't we love to know what that was about!

. World Communications Day 2023

Speaking with the heart. “The truth in love” (Eph 4: 15} Touching even the most hardened hearts.

“In a world that ‘so inclined towards indifference and indignation’, at times even on the basis of disinformation
which falsifies and exploits the truth, it is particularly important there is space for proclaiming the truth, even if at
times it is uncomfortable.”

Pope Francis calls for words capable of doing good for others and of touching even the “most hardened of hearts.”
He exhorts communicators, even in our dramatic global climate, to convey the "gentle strength of love.”

While the message is primarily geared toward those working in communications, Pope Francis highlight that
everyone has the responsibility to communicate “with an open heart and arms.”



