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Congratulations to the
boys and girls from
The Heath N.5. and

Ratheniska N.S. who
received their First Holy
Communion last
Saturday in their
respective Churches.
As always, a massive
thank you to their
teachers, parents and
all who prepared them

Heath NS o e '_ | for their special day.
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis
E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie & Like V5 ) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois

fb.com fportlaoiselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



The Inner You
It is clear that we are not all born the same. We look
at people who have achieved great things and
imagine that they must have been born with a better
brain or more talent. We look at people who do
extraordinary things and imagine they must possess
greater depths than we possess. These extraordinary

people must have greater courage, greater
determination or a clearer vision than we have. Is it
just possible that we are not getting the full picture?
It is clear that we are not all born the same, and it is
also clear, that as human beings, however hard we
work we will always come up against our own
limitations. As human beings there will always be
times when we are hindered by fear, doubts and
inadequacies. It's at times such as these that the
Holy Spirit can step in and fire our humble human
efforts. When we allow ourselves to be led by the
Holy Spirit, great things are going to happen. Faith in
the Spirit cant help but move us in the right
direction. People like Mother Teresa of Calcutta would
never have put her success down solely to her own
human endeavour. Any praise she might have
received would have been sent straight back to God.
On this, the Church’s birthday, we share a very
exciting link with those very first disciples. We are
each given gifts and talents which we must share to
best advantage. At Pentecost we are given
tremendous insight into God’s plan. We were not all
born the same but we are all given the same twenty
four hours in a day. All we need to do to overcome
our limitations is to ask the Holy Spirit to galvanise
our human effort and involve us in Jesus’ saving
deeds.

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday to Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
Friday [First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
Ratheniska Cemetery Mass Friday Znd June at 7pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS55, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after Spm Mass.

St. Peter & Paul’s Cemetery Mass
Sunday 4th June at 1pm
This Mass will replace the 12.30pm Mass in the
Parish Church next Sunday.
A Mass for Leaving Cert and Junior Cert
students will take place in the Parish Church
at 7.30pm on Tuesday 6th June.

The Visitation of the Blessed " "¢
Virgin Mary Wed.31st May
After the angel Gabriel had
announced to Mary that she was
to become the mother of Our Lord,
Mary went from Galilee to Judea to
visit her kinswoman Elizabeth,
soon to be the mother of John the
Baptist. Elizabeth greeted Mary with the words,
"Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the
fruit of your womb." Mary responded with the song of
praise, which we call the Magnificat, beginning, "My
soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord." We are told
that even John the Baptist, still unborn, leaped for joy in
his mother's womb. We are shown, side by side, the
two women, one seemingly too old to have a child, but
destined to bear the last prophet of the Old Covenant,
of the age that was passing away; and the other
woman, seemingly not ready to have a child, but
destined to bear the one who was himself the
beginning of the New Covenant, the age that would not

pass away.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Turkey Breast

Mulhall’s Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - 5pm. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST &
HEARING RID »(y

Consultant L

Patricia Kilmartin

« Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

= Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)
Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Maobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

TRSTRIT SAFETY MEASIRRES IM PLACE, IM LINE WATH ADNWICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®™™

LiaAM GRANT
Woob DESIGN

KITCHENS - BEDROOMS - MEDIA WALLS [ESTD. 1998]

Get your ideal Kitchen at a price you can afford.
We can create the perfect kitchen for you.
Individual Kitchens starting from €4,999.

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise. R32 Y275
Liam 087-8280265 | liam.lgwd@gmail.com
[ohn 086-3864013 | john.lgwd@gmail.com




RAMPS & RAILS

T W E H O M

We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of =
movement and steel handrails to provide safe

access for everyone = -
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HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
e e TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
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[ Techmarket

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?
Sales Accessories Repairs

&
Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@)@techmarketir|




Block Road, Portlaoise,

Co Laois
057 8681492

WALKING GROUP

Our walking group brings
participants through a
walking programme gradually
increasing fitness over time,
The walking group helps
people diagnosed with cancer
take positive steps towards
better health, Exercise has
been shown to help with
fatigue for cancer survivors,

CREATIVE ARTS

CLASS
9.30am-11.30am

THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This isa self-management
programme for cancer
survivors with the aim of
improving their quality of life
to better manage daily health.
(Developed by Standford

University)
10am-12 noon
Booking Essential

(" ENTITLEMENTS
A Citizens Information
Adviser will give you
advice about the
financial help you may
be entitled to and will
help you to navigate the
process. e.g., medical
card application etc

e e e R e

CANCER SUPPORT
NURSE

Our cancer care nurse
will provide you with
information to help
you with the emotional
and psychological
impact of your cancer

% diagnosis. .

www.cuislecancersupport.com
email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie

MINDFULNESS FOR
MEN

11am-12noon

PROSTHESIS & BRA

FITTING DAY

16th MAY
Spaces Available.

Booking Essential

MINDFULNESS
PROGRAMME

11am-12noon
6 Week Course
Booking Essential

PILATES
12.45pm-1.30pm
Places Limited
6 Week Coursse

Wednesdays
Next

GARMENT FITTING

Sarra Nova
10th MAY
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
surgery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only

REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
By appointment only

ART
From 2-4pm

CHAIR YOGA

10am-11am Booking
Essential

NEW - AQUA AEROBICS)

EVERY MONDAY
from 1.45-2.30pm
IN PORTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE

[his class s ideal fanrallcancer patients E;:e:mllrpatle-nts wiho suffer)

mphaadama Aqua aercbics orexercising in water can really help imphoves
I'g.rmphuede-ma and quality of life, as well a5 helping you keeg fit, healthy and happy.
Please give the centre a call if you would like to attend this dass on 057 8681492

THIS CLASS 15 FREE OF CHARGE AS 15 ALL OUR SERVICES

Thursdays

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
10am-11.15am
Booking Essential

CLIMB PROGRAMME

Helping Children Understand
Cancer. This programme is fun
and'creative, using drama,
arts and plagand aims to help
children cope with a cancer
diagnaosis in the family

SEPTEMBER 2023

WORK & CANCER
PROGRAMME

This is a 6-week programme
which will equip you with
strategies and skills to
help manage everyday
symptomswhich can
impact on work. This
programme was developed
by TCD and is supported by
TCD & NCCF.

Booking Essential
SEPTEMBER 2023

COUNSELLING

By appointment only

CUISLE KILDARE

The Waterways, Sallins,

5. Tel: 045 852918
Outreach Centre in
Sallins Co. Kildare

1 day per --Hl:

- Tuesdays 9

CUISLE CANCER

SUPPORT CENTRE
Follow Us;

© ¥

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge




. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise B
GET YOURSELF | CED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2002

MERCHANDISE&

PRUMUI Jnf'

[TEMY
“‘U Y .‘!J FURIMAL
J.,..hr.n-'J!. ..ll” Iﬂ.u”!.kl.l

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

Pioneer Total Abstinence Association

ofthe Sacred Heart

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

The annual presentation of pins to celebrate
Young Pioneer Membership, Silver (25 years),
Gold (50 years) and Diamond or Fr. Cullen (60+
years) of pioneer membership will take place on
Friday 30th June 2023 in
Portlaoise Parish Centre.

Mass at 7pm followed by presentation of pins
and certificates and light refreshments.

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

The presentation is open to members of the Pioneers
who joined in Portlacise Parish and those who may

be living outside the parish now; and for Pioneers

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring now living in Portlaoise Parish but who joined in

. another parish.
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses Anyone wishing to avail of a Jubilee pin, please

- Bedroom Furniture forward your details before Tuesday 13% June to
085-1354959 or portlacisepioneers@gmail.com

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

Any person wishing to join as a Probation Member
or Full Member of the Pioneer association can also
forward their details to the above number or email.




= Foamstream Ltd

Chemical-Free Weed Control

A soft wash treatment for removing both red and green algae,
moss, mould, lichen, biofilm, and grime from most hard
surfaces including: concrete, render, sandstone, tennis courts,
paths, tiles, roofs, driveways, timber, artificial grass, sports
surfaces and headstone cleaning.

* It treats hard surfaces with no risk of staining and damage
* Contains no acids or bleach

* Results will last for 3 years or more

For further information contact;

Noel 086 378 9028 | James 083 096 7944

www.foamstream.ie

ABOUT US
We are a Fundamental Motor Skill
based class designed to help kids

learn and develop the basic Mini Movers foquseslnn
L movement patterns they will need devel_onng_nhﬂdren 5§
= [ L in life through fun and games. athletic ability through
3 fou'll nEL% ) learning the fundamental
All materials made in the EU Fb””qﬂ';“ e“tal" Momar 5::“5 E:E e motor skills in an
A5IC ledarnt movement patierns i i
We'supply and fit on request, and are the foundation for more Eg;?gi”;ﬂf;:fﬁ
complex physical and sporting teaching styles to help
activities. stimulate the cognitive and
1. Locomaotive Skills physical development
2. Stability Skills of childran,

3. Manipulative Skills WHERE
! Tl f Haly Family Senior School

Portlaoise

| WHO?
- — Kids 1.5 - 3 years - 9am
[}5: 8509219 S — Kids 3 - 5 years - 10am
e 1cidluummnul:1uﬂk com. N - . " T
l:ﬂL-E bﬂﬂk CI Mm —_ ) EMINIMOVERSLACAS MINIMOVERSLAQIS@GMAIL CON




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

15 years experience
Fully Insured

089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

= Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
= Fully Insured

083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

085-1141395

GARDENER
_ AVAILABLE

< Also available for
general
handy work.

Experienced and local. Tel.

Jim 087-6885017

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -

ERAWAN

THAI MASSAGE
Pepper's Court

DAVE CUNNINGHAM ,;(‘Q
CARPENTRY SERVICES
/ ‘v

Registered and fully insured
Budget Kitchens €££€ at affardable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,

tDtﬂ”Y CIean ij' Blrd Portlaoise Partitions and wainscoting.
guards and cowls fitted. OIJEI"! 7 Days Dutdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
n M r l'n. - Renovations undertaken.
Lontac. Mathiy LAzl 7R Call Dave 086-8209640
08?'9616098 083-0933602 davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com
Hugh Thompson ’ -y PART-TIME CHILDMINDER
MIDLAND HEATING CLARE’S REQUIRED

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Bailers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the old sludge and water that has bt up

in your radeaters and boilers gver tha yvears with cean
water and Inhibitors bo reduce fuel bills and save money.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaocise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

Kind, reliable lady needed to mind
children in our home {outskirts of
Portizcise), 1pm-epm, Monday-Friday,
Requires minding two boys aged 7 and
5 years, coming home from school, and
collecting one girl aged 2 years from
Créche, feeding dinner, light housewaork
and help with homework.

Good rates paid, Contact;
0B6-0611502 (after Epm)

DS

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
& GROUNDWORKS

Patio areas, driveways,
" stump removal, lawns,
— kerbing, hedging,

fencing and drainage.
Call now for a competitive guatef

085-7759975
dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

¥ g ELECTRICIAN

ﬁ“ AVAILABLE

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

BABYSITTER/CHILDMINDER/
CAREGIVER AVAILAEBLE

Portlaocise area
Experienced babysitter/
caregiver and light housewaork
duties, medical education,
references available.
Text Yana 087-7793145

[FOR SALE

Loose dry turf
Contact;
089-4356875

Grass Cutting,
Hedge Cutting,
Powerwashing
services available
Contact;
083-4327971

KPS CLEANING

# Domestic Cleaning

» General House Cleaning
: # Deep Cleaning

“. -« e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices, schools, shops,
salons etc. Contact us for all your
cleaning needs.

087-9737073




CARER AVAILABLE | FREE TO COLLECT PORTLAOISE
Carer seeking work in the : FATIMA PILGRIMAGE
Mountrath area Bathroom S_Utte" two 8™-15™ JUNE 2023
Day-time, cooking, personal hand basins with Have your loved ones included in
care, housework. pedestals, toilet bowl _our daily Mass during our
Very kind person with lots of A cigk Contact: pilgrimage; the sick, deceased,
experience. Contact; and cistern. Lontact, your |r;t:§:;0;r;u1ilg:r;t§gwmg,
087-6584665 087-2721997 Candle cards, Mass Bouquets

available from Michael & Margaret
Houlihan 087-9212028 or any
member of the committee.

MEN'S RITES OF PASSAGE, KILTEGAN
26'"-30'"" July 2023

Nowadays, the question of what it means to be a g e N=1s;
man can be perplexing, and to be a man of faith BMaIEiElgle,
in Ireland today can be very difficult. Most men have a longing
for the support and guidance of other men in their journey
towards masculinity, maturity, and a deeper experience with | We will be bringing donations to
the divine. Living a shallow unexamined life is an empty | the conventin Fatima for anyone
experience. Opening the door to this journey can start with the wishing to contribute.

Give your petitions to Michael or
Margaret and we will leave them
in Fatima for you.

Hen; Rites of Ffassage (MRDE), a five-day deepi?r Isf:ru!ful PORTLAOISE PARISH
experience that builds on the classic patterns of male initiation p- LOF TO THE HO

through profound rituals and teachings. It is the kind of 7th_4 5th SEPTEMBER 2023
experience that can help awaken men to the adventure and | spiritual Director; Msgr. John Byrne.
mystery of their own masculinity, their deep spirituality, their 6 SEATS REMAINING
potential for leadership, and their life's purpose. Are you man Trip of a lifetime! Tel.
enough to join other men on this journey in Kiltegan, Co. John 087-1254841
Wicklow, 26" to 30" July 2023. For more information, visit i‘l‘t':: 3:?’;:3;::3
http://www.malejourney.ie Joe Tully Travel Ltd. 059-9136100

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of friendship, fun
and activities. This week's activities;

Monday 29" May; Bowls return to 5t. Marys Sports hall at 3pm. Tuesday 30™; Rehearsals for our Show
Wednesday 31%; Sports Day

Thursday 1% June; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm, new members welcome, tuition given.

Our Variety Show in the Dunamaise Theatre is getting nearer and by all accounts it should be a great show so don't be
disappointed, book your tickets as soon as possible. Tickets €10 or €8 concession, available at the Theatre, tel.
057-8663355 or on line www.dunamaise.ie. For further information please contact P.R.0. Sheila at 087-6204617.
Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 23™ May:

Top Score: Michael O'Brien, Frank Keenan and Betty Fox | 1* Lady: Margaret Flanagan

2" Lady: Frances Gleeson | 1% Gent: Catherine Galvin and Tom Jacob = t\a'n.‘-,',‘.'ar,ﬁ
1% Half: Norah Delaney and Tom Kearns | 2" Half: Bernie Cahill, P.]. Cahill and Sadie Chester "‘ iy
Raffle: 1% Ann Healy | 2™ Damien Carter | 3™ Peter Stevens | 4™ Catherine Fitzpatrick | 5 Norah Delaney |\ %/
Thanks to everyone for their support, Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre, I

Anyone interested in learning to play, contact Breda Cooley.

Thank you to all who generously supported the Radio Maria Coffee Morning. Special thanks to Declan and the staff of
the Parish Centre for all their help. To Msgr, John and Fr. Vard for their kindness and anyone who helped in any way.
Liz from Radio Maria passed on their delight and the money raised was €1,200.

Pair of Reading Glasses found in the Parish Church on the reading lectern. Contact the Parish Centra.

Pioneer News: Committee meeting to organise the Jubilee presentation will be held Wednesday 14'" June at 7.30pm
in the Parish Centre,

Emmanuel House Clonfert - Day of Prayer and Healing Service; Saturday 3™ June at 11am led by Eddie Stones
and team, first Saturday devotions, confessions, talks, music and Holy Mass. Please bring a packed lunch.
RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary will be prayed for the month of May in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath, Monday-Saturday 6.30pm,
Sunday 3pm.

Gospel Readings; Group to reflect on the Sunday readings, we meet every Friday in the Parish Centre after 10am
Mass. All are welcome to join us. Contact Angela 086-0683085.

St. Joseph’s Young Priests Society will meet in the Parish Centre on Tuesday 6" June after 10am Mass.

Padre Pio’'s Glove will be in Fitzpatrick's House, Kilberry, Athy, Co. Kildare, on Saturday 3™ June from 11am to Spm.
Items of St. Pio will be available on the day. For info. call Ann 085-1696189,

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help continues this Mon. 29"" May at 7.30pm in St Clare’s Church, Graiguecullen,
Carlow. Guest Speaker, Fr. Liam Lawton - Parish Priest of Edenderry, Co. Offaly & Irish Singer-Songwriter




The Power Source

Before Jesus returned to heaven to be with
his Father, he told his disciples that they
would do even greater things than he had
done when he was on earth. Now Jesus
did some pretty great things, didn't he? He
healed the sick. He turned water into wine,
He made the blind to see and the lame to
walk. Where were the disciples going to
get the power to do such great things?
Jesus promised them that he would ask
the Father to send the Holy Spirit and the Holy Spirit would give them the power to do
great and mighty things.

It happened just as Jesus said it would. On the day which is called Pentecost, the
disciples were all together in one place. The Bible tells us that there was a sound from
heaven like a mighty rushing wind and it filled the place where the disciples were
gathered. Then, there were flames of fire that appeared and rested upon each of
them. When these things happened, the disciples were filled with power and began to
preach and teach about Jesus. They were able to do things that they had never done
before because of the power of the Holy Spirit in them.

Did you know that you and I have that very same power available to us today?

The Bible says that "all who are led by the Spirit are children of God." We who are the
children of God have the power to do great and mighty things, not in our own
strength, but through the power of the Holy Spirit that is within us.

My Prayer
Dear Father, we pray that we will be filled with the power of the
Holy Spirit just as the disciples were on the day of Pentecost.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.
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All of them were filled with

the Holy Spirit and began to

speak in other languages, as

the Spirit gave them ability.
Acts 2:4

Choose the word that best
matches the definition
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% Gifts of the Holy Spirit

Wisdom is the gift of knowing the right choices to make
to live a holy life. The gift of wisdom helps you to avoid
the things that could lead you away from God.

Understanding is the gift of comprehension, or the
ability to grasp the meaning of the teachings of the
Church. The gift of understanding helps you be tolerant
and sympathetic of others. It helps you sense when
someone is hurting or in need of compassion.

Right Judgment is the gift of prudence. The gift of right judgment helps you
make choices to live as a faithful follower of Jesus.

Courage, or Fortitude, is the gift that helps you stand up for your faith in Christ. The
gift of courage helps you overcome any obstacles that would keep you from practicing
your faith.

Knowledge is the gift of knowing and enlightenment. The gift of knowledge enables
you to choose the right path that will lead you to God. It encourages you to avoid
obstacles that will keep you from him.

Reverence or Piety, is the gift of confidence in God. This gift of reverence inspires you
to joyfully want to serve God and others.

Wonder and Awe, or Fear of the Lord is the gift of wonder and respect that
encourages you to be in awe of God. The gift of wonder and awe moves you to so love
God that you do not want to offend him by your words or actions.




There are some very sharp turnings in life, as we know
- and if we don't we'll find that out soon enough. Most
of us, most of the time settle into a pattern of living
that we imagine will go on forever. Here today, here
tomorrow,

It doesn’t, of course, because life is full of turnings -
broken relationships, serious illness, sudden death. A
phone call, a knock on the door, a tap on the shoulder
and, from that point in time, nothing is ever the same.
We never know, as the cliché reminds us, what's around
the next corner. The trick is not to become lulled into
the present as an unchanging pattern stretching into the
far distance, The trick Is to see the present moment as
the good times that in later years we’ll look back on with
fond memaories,

Easier said than done. Especially in today's world where
everyone is so busy, busy, busy. And despite all the
worldly wisdom, so few creating any kind of space to
provide an opportunity 'to smell the roses’. Where have
all the years gone, we keep asking ourselves, as if no
one ever asked it before. It's a more pertinent question
now. I remember visiting my uncles farms this time of
year as the ritual of hay making took place. This was a
monumental physical effort where everyone rolled up
their sleeves to help in a wonderful process. We shook
the hay. We raked it into wind-rows. We lapped it. It
took time, saving the hay was a sacred ritual, Recently I
watched huge tractors and associated technology
descending on a ten-acre meadow and two hours later
the whole crop was in a silage pit in the corner of the
field, a harvest done and dusted.

It's the way of our lives now - the work we do, the
transport we enjoy, the myriad facilities we take for
granted. We never had so many time-saving devices
and yet we never had so little time. The conundrum of
our days. And how do we cope with the stress that
comes from never having enough time to do the things
we want to? Open practically any paper or magazine
now and you'll find something about stress or pressure
or tension. And Invariably the antidote to our modern ills
is some version of the same bit of advice lesus gave his
followers 2,000 years: 'Go away to some lonely place all
by vourselves and rest for a while'. In the midst of our
busy world, full of nolse, movement and deadlines,
we're given some straightforward advice about making a
little space, creating a still centre so that we find our
bearings in the hustle and bustle of life.

But where is this ’‘lonely place’ where we can get
sufficient perspective to enable us to distinguish what's
impoartant from what, relatively speaking, hardly matters
at all? Where is this still centre that helps us to create a
workable balance in our often crazy world? Ewveryone
needs this ‘lonely place'. Everyone needs a periodic visit
to a place of stillness, silence, solitude. We need to |et
life sit with us so that we can place the cares and

Time to Think!

Make Hay while the Sun shines

..-"i.--Laﬁiug.

Hay
While the
Sun

- Shiines

concerns of life in a healthy context, Some people sit in
a church. It's gquiet and usually empty. Some pray,
others just sit in silence. Maybe just sitting there
allowing the stillness to envelope us. Listening to the
beat of our own hearts. Or our own breathing. Letting
the thoughts come. Giving it time. Others like to go for a
long wallk along a beach and use the rhythm of their
walking to calm the demons of distraction so that they
can get outside themselves in order to view reality with
more clarity and perspective.

Others again go away for an entire day, bring a packed
lunch, read a book that stimulates a quiet reflection on
the lives they lead, the people they love, the work they
do, Mammy’s day Ffor herself, as [ heard children
describe it once. That's one part of the message. The
other is that we can't stay in silence, stillness and
solitude and we have to make our way back into the
mainstream of our lives again. But the hope is that
out of the silence and solitude will come a renewed
commitment to the lives, responsibilities & commitments
that God has given to us. There is, [ believe, a road to
that lenely place, that like the apostles, God wants each
of us to take. And there is a road too out of that lonely
place back into the movement of our lives. Giving space
to both creates a perspective and a balance that
enriches and enhances both experlences.

Mother Teresa made it a rule for her nuns, that even in
the busiest of places the windows of their chapels were
left open. You'd imagine that in Calcutta, for example,
where the teeming multitudes by common consant
create such an oppressively noisy environment that the
first instinctive response to getting indoors is to close
the windows. But Mother Teresa's instinct is to
recommend not opting out of the environment of life (in
whatever form) but living purposefully within it. I'm not
too sure that she's right. Saints - she is now Saint
Mother Teresa of Calcutta - usually set the bar high,
especlally for their followers and tend to urge difficult if
not impossible standards. For the rest of us non-saints,
I think the triple guidance of stillness, silence, and
solitude is a surer bet in our busy, busy warld.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 28, 700 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.fa/articles



BALLYFIN VINTAGE CLUB R32AD92

SUMMER CAM‘ +
NATIONAL HOLY FAMILY SENIOR > 4

VINTAGE SHOW SCHOOL, PORTLAOISE

th
Sunday 28th May W oo
Attractions for all the family Sports, Computers,

Entry €10 - Children Free Buhilrt: S;Ic:ien;
- , Bakin

and a lot more!

| 51 Week 1- July 3rd - 7th
ll = Week 2 - July 10th - 14th

@ 10am-2pm
9 Holy Family Senior School,
Portlaoise

Great day promised with lots of
entertainment!

Each evening during the month of May, Rosary is recited at the Grotto. We were happy that Bishop Denis and the
Lourdes Youth Group were able to join our parishioners to pray the rosary. Photos courtesy of John Coughlan




Cemetery Sunday 4th June “

Stocking a wide selection of grave lanterns,
plaques, memorial candles and ornaments

. X

FOREVER TN OUR HEARTS
Py

Wemiss you Always.

iy Angel Bal
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candles may be personalised
# Wedding Cards and Gifts

# Essential Oils/Incense

* Happy Days Soy Candles, made locally in Portlaoise.
# Inspirational Books and Gifts ;{-J
*Sacred Art items for your home

# Bibles & Spiritual Books for adults and children

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm

At The Parish Centre 057 862 1142
www.portlaoiseparish.ie



Offaly Centre
Independent Living

PERSONAL ASSISTANTS/HCAs/CARERS N

Offaly Centre for Independent Living are currently looking for Personal Assi
Assistants to join their Relief Panel in the Portlaoise and Laois area.

Rates of pay are €15.16-€17 per hour Monday to Saturday and €30.32-€34 on Sundays
and Bank Holidays.

The role involves supporting people who live with disabilities, in our communities, to live
independent lives. The duties include but not limited to are assisting people with personal
care, light housework, accompanying to appointments or engaging in their hobbies with them.

The ideal candidate:

e At least 6 months related experience providing quality care is essential.

e Must hold a QQI level 5 Healthcare Award or working towards completing a major
award in Healthcare Support or equivalent within the next 12 months.

e Must be a resident of [reland.

e Up to date patient moving and handling certificate is desirable.

e Excellent communication and interpersonal skills

e Reliable and trustworthy with a strong commitment to providing high levels of care.
e Full clean drivers licence with own transport is essential.

e Fluency in English

e Ability to work alone, use initiative and be mindful of health and safety and other
organisational policies at all times.

To Apply:
If you meet the criteria, we are interested in hearing from you to fill upcoming vacancies for
day, evening and weekend work.

Fnr all interested candidates, please forward a copy of your CV to
L ine Weldon, PA Service Manager via email at lorraine@ocil.ie or

call (085) 8894828 for more information.

s




(| OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(1]
L)

William (Will)
Sherlock

Eyne, Portlaoise

(11

Richard Byrne

Rathleague, Portlaoise

Sarah (Babs) Doody

née Carroll
Ridge Road, Portlaoise

bk

Paraic Cummins
Kilminchy, Portlaoise

Fven fﬁﬂ@ﬁ 9 walk fémtirgé the davkest

mt@, 9 fear no evil,; for Ifou are with me;
Your rod and yaym‘faﬁf - fﬁey comfort me.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www. porlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

ANTHONY EGAN
New Road, Portlaocise. Died 30t April 2023.

The family of the late Anthony Egan, New
Road, Portlacise, wishes to acknowledge
the many expressions of sympathy and
gestures of kindness shown to us following
our sad loss.
We offer our heartfelt thanks to our many
friends, neighbours and well-wishers who
visited our home, attended the wake and
funeral Mass, and provided emotional and
practical support for us at this difficult time.
To everyone who sent Mass and sympathy cards, floral
tributes and uploaded condolence messages online, thank
you,
We would like to express our appreciation to Msgr. John
Byrne, Fr. Jim O'Connell and the Portlacise Parish Priests for
the wonderful Requiem Mass, Special thanks must also go to
Sarah Troy for the beautiful music,
We wish to extend our gratitude to Matthew Keegan and
David Goode Funeral Directors for their help, support and
professionalism in carrying out the funeral arrangements.
Thanks also to the gravedigaers for preparing Anthony's final
resting place with such care.
Cwur sincere gratitude must also be extended to all the staff
at Midland Regional Hospital Portlacise and St Vincent's
University Hospital for their excellent care of Anthony,
especially during his final weeks.
We would like to express our heartfelt thanks to our brother,
Paul, who was always so kind to Anthony, and sadly could
not make the funeral due to Covid. Your daily visits to
3t. Vincent's Hospital were no doubt a great source of
comfort and companionship to Anthony.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually, please
accept this acknowledgement as a token of our appreciation
and gratitude. The Haoly Sacrifice of the Mass will be offerad
for your intentions.
Anthony's Month's Mind Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter
& Paul's Church, Portlacise, on Friday, June 2™ at 7:30pm.

We did not know that moming, what sorrow the day would
bring, when a heart of gold stopped beating, and we couldn't
do a thing.

[t broke our hearts to lose you, but vou did not go alone,

For part of us went with you, the day God called you home.

Lovingly remembered and dearly missed by his brothers
John, Ger and Paul, his sisters Eilish, Siobhan and Mary,
and his extended family and friends.

Rest in Reace Anthony
) ¢

In Loving Memory of
MARY MATTHEWS née Cooney
St Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the Assumption, the
Heath, Sunday 4 June at 9.30am.
Silent thoughts of times together,
Hold memories that will last forever.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered hy all her
loving family and friends.
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In Loving Memory of
Our Son DARYL DARGAN

6th Anniversary occurred 22nd May 2023.
: Som;

We never expected it - the loss of our
son so dear, oh what we wouldn't give
to have one hour with him near.
Life did not prepare us to ever say
"good-bye” to our own flesh and blood
and we keep asking "“why?",

But there are no answers, so we grieve
with silent tears,

Looking back on moments of the past days, months and years.
Those times are our treasures, that we keep inside our hearts,
And we send our love up to vou, wishing that we never had
to part.

|

Loving you Forever, Mammy & Benny xxx

Brother;

My brother, you will never know how much we truly loved you
s Having you so very close is what we always miss the most,
No words describe or could say, the sorrow we feel everyday.

Each day you are on our minds.
Brother you were one of a kind.

Love and miss you, Lee, Stuart and Jade xx

Rest in Reace Daryl

In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL FARRELL

Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
7" Anniversary occurs 1% June 2023
Also remembering him on his birthday.
God saw you getting tired and a
cure was not to be, so He put
his arms around you and
whispered “come to me”.
With tearful eyes we watched
you and saw you pass away and
although we loved you dearly
we could not make you stay.
Mo matter how life changes, no matter what we
do, a special place within our hearts is always
kept for you.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Thursday 1" June at 10am

Love always, Patricia and Patrick, also your
brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews xxxx

CMay Michasl (Rest in Peace

e T 2. i T o B S S i i 2 B e B o 2 i B

Our Dear Mother
ROSANNA GING

(' Moore Place, Portlaoise.
12" Anniversary occurs 26™ May 2023.

Also remembering our
Father Patrick and Brother John
ar this time,

Will those who think of them
foday,
A little prayer to Jesus say,

Always loved and remembered by

their loving families.

CMay Chey Rest in Reace
In Loving Memory of
LOUIS G. CULLITON
Glendowns, Portlaoise.
4th Anniversary occurs 3™ June 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in 5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church

on Saturday 3™ June at 6:30pm.

y Sadly missed by his loving wife Mairéad,

sons Donn and Eamonn, daughter Sile,

sisters Nano, Maura and Alice, and extended families.

Rest in ' RPeave Louis
? In Loving Memory of ?

Of our Dearest Mam & Grandmother

JANE McEVOY

22 Rossvale, Portlaoise, 19" Anniversary.
Also a very Special Birthday wish for her.

The pain just overwhelms

you, and all you do is cry,
You laughed with us in good

times,
You cried with us in sad,

I You always went without for
: f" us, you gave us what you had,
You taught us many things in
life that we would have to do,
But you never taught us how to cope with losing
you.

Always love you, your loving family.

CMay ~Jane Rest in Peace




- -
- -

b
o,
il
¥y
i
[N
o
L
i
ur
ir
¥

-
-

L
M
N
M
L
M
N
M
L
(1)
wr
M
L
(1)
¥
M
ik
m
di
i
L
N
dib
M
i
(h
o
wr
I
L

In Loving Memory of

JOHN FITZPATRICK

Ballinlough, Ballyroan
4h Anniversary - Died 30 May 2019
He never looked for praises,
He was never one to boast,

He just went on quietly working,
For the ones he loved the most.
His dreams were seldom spolen,
His wants were very few,

And most of the time lis wornes, went unspoken too,
Sadly missed by his wife Alice, daughter Una and

son-in-law Mark.

Rt in Reace ~John

¢

+ KEEGAN'’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS | |

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

i
>N

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

- HENRY RANKIN
gtortla%set FUNERAL D[T{E(_".lTL‘}RS
G n ﬁ e n re We have opened a new office and show room on

+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise
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plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any (opposite the £.5.8. and Condell tractors)
== design made to order. Contact; [
We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc. 057-8620567
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Sandblasting cleaning carried out. PAUL; 087-2562137 | =

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated. NIALL;
086-2770095
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Cement top and wide range of chippings available. ; . . :
= We also supply and fit artificial grass. ﬁf_ == 3 ' rr.“""?_-"-;- 5
We supply ceramic photos - single and double. el < T ~ NG

L1y
r

L |
T
iF

* #® # * #* #* *

All grave work carried out to a high standard.
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# MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN
‘ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

< For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
= our bespake memorial cards,

Create o colluge of inages illnstrating

the Life of vour loved ome with oar
expert Design Team.,
Al our Cards ave individually desigmed
amigue keepsakes, with ne hidden charges

Sfor additional phofos or images. g

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

ak
LL}
kL

L1}
r

Ak
¥y Y ¥y yr yr r r ¥y Yy ¥y . ¥y ¥y ¥y ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ Y Y
= + 3 |

kL

1
L1y

ik
LL}
L1y

L1y
r

1
kL

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Laois. .. ——
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930 BRI

Email: info@portlacisestone.ie wggﬂuﬁui:ﬁ}m.iu
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This Week's Legion Prayer Intercession
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We pray for all stu:llerﬂ:: graduating from
secondary sr.hupl this weeh.
‘that they are
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- THE HOLY SPIRI
JOHN 2022 "‘ﬁ Ry Follow us en Facebook

AR 1 T R : Search Legion-ef‘Mary Portlaoise

- % m,;# 3 : %, 3 Legion of Mary
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Results for
25" may 2023

Portlaoise Parish

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Agnes Henderson Lucy Kelly

N Wynne 23 Anne Brennan
Joe O'Dea Match Rose Walsh
Seamus Fitzgerald 3g Parish Centre
Brid Conroy Receive Breda Conroy
E Blake €44 Peter Ryan
Lyn & Ciara O'Reilly each Jahn O'Reilly
Adrian & Eimear Foy Paul Dooley
Serena O'Brien McCormack Peter Ryan
Ann O'Sullivan Mary Crossan
Keith Malone Next Paul Doaley
David O'Meara Week’s Martleys
Elaine Wallace J ackpnt Lil Gleeson
lan & Natasha . Allbooks
Michael Conroy IS Martley's
Fiona Dwane €20,000 Anne Gowing

Ken Debbie Harry & Lucy John Loughlin
Sheila Dowling Parish Centre
Paddy M Farrell

Eoin & Clementine Kearns Catherine Kearns
Moreen Phelan Liam Phelan
Liam & Catherine Williams Mai Murphy
Percy Phelan Mai Murphy

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

£

ﬁ . Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Simon Jin

=l Deacon Eugene Keyes
@l Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

COLLECTION FOR OUR RETIRED PRIESTS
THIS WEEKEND 27'"/28'™ MAY
We ask for your support for this collection which will be held this weekend.
Envelopes are available in Development Boxes or you can pick up
an envelope in the Church porches.
We thank you in anticipation of your generosity.

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank yvou to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE1ZAIBK93327916653201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

)
|
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masszes and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portiaoiseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail; linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie
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MAY-SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

|

Living

Lagis Activations Artists Network
Bealtaine Open Mic

Mareed the Shell with Shoes On

Anne Gildea-How to Get The Menopause & Enjoy it

May

Ma Caillzacha - Down to Dusk

The Benshees of Inisherin

Broke to Woke

Sustainable Fashion Event & Film

Aishe

EFwarpthing Fverywheare All at Once
Emmlly Kilkenny Roddy Dance - BLINING THE ACT
An Evening of Sang with Reging Nathan
An Coilin Citin

Grow Remuote Surmmit 2023

NT Live Encore Screening: Life of B

Crinniu na nig

| June |

Partlapise Active Retirement Group

Winners

The Whale

Cld Fort Quarter Festival

Cellic Con Comic Canvention

Lunana: A Yok in the Classroom

Laois Dance Platform

Prom Queen the Jukebax Musical

Lagis Hertage Society - Portlooise Architecture
Pakistan Independence Day Concert

4

Aug

Who we Lowve
Joe the Magician - It's Magic!
Ger Carey Psycho Spaghetti
{ AN BABA
Full Time - A Plein Temps
"r“ The Motchmaker by LB, Keane
Shawn Cuddy, lohn Hogan & Paddy O'Brien
David Vesey and Special Guests
North Clrewlor
Culture Might
80 looms Show
Devigion fo Legue
The Lost Messiahs - Connected fo the Rea!
sustainable Fashion Event

Sept

Curtain Call Stage School Comp Broodway
Art Summer Camp

ALLERY EXHIBITIONS

Abbeylelx FEC
Eain Coveney
Portlagize Camera Club

AFE ART SHOWCASE
Lanis Activations frTists Metwark- Forawart Always Fovamsd
Creative Ireland Laois Childran's Art Competition
Greg Hallahan

Film » Wed 10 May, 11am & Spm
Artists Talk » Wed 10 May, 2pm
Literature ¥ Thurs 11 May, 11am
Family Film » Sat 13 May Zpm
Comedy k 5at 13 May, 8pm

Filrm & Artist Talk » Tuc:s 16 May, 2-4pm

Film * ‘Wed 17 May, 11am & Bpm
Theatre » Fri 12 May, Bpm
Fashion # 5at 20 May, 2pm-5pm
Filmn # Thurs 25 May, 11am
Filmy # ‘Wed 31 May, 2pmn
Dance » Thurs 1 Jume, Bpm
Mushe ¥ Frl 2 June, Bpm
Film * ‘Wed 7 June, Bpm
Conference ® Thurs & - Fri 9@ June
Theatre f Film # Thurs & June, Fpm

Children’s Theatre ¥ 5at 10 June

Variety Show ¥ Tues 13 lune, 7Tpm
Film ¥ \Wed 14 June, Bpm
Film & Wed 21 Jine, Bpm

Musle B Thirs 22 —5Sum 25 June
Various k 5at 24 June
Film » Wed 28 lune, 8pm
Dance k7 -9 July
Musical k Sat 29 July, 7pm
Architecture ¥ Thurs 17 August, 7pm
Variaus * Sat 19 August
Film ¢ Wed & Sept, 8pm
Family » 5at @ Sept, 3pm
Comedy * Mon 11 Sept, 11am
Famlly & Tue 12 Sept, 10, 11am & 12pm
Film » ‘Wed 13 Sept, 8prm
Theatre b Thurs 14 Sagt, 8pm
Music ¥ Friday 15 Sept, 8pm
Music b 5at 16 Sept, Spm
Film ¢ \Wed 20 Sept, 8pm
Varlous b Fri 2k Sept
Music b 5Sal 23 Sept, Bpm
Film b \Wed 37 Sept, 8pm
Music b Fri 20 Sept, Bprm
Fashion b Sat 30 Sept, Zpm

Summer Camp # 10-14 July, 10am - 2pm
Summer Camp ¥ 17 - 21 July, 10am-12pm & I-apm

Wiswal Arts ¥ Fri 5 May - Sat 17 June
Visual Arts » 24 June - 29 Juby
Visual Arts ¥ B Aupust - 16 September

Viswal Arts b May
Wiswal Arts ¥ June
Wiswal Arts b August

sl funding 'gf
the arts | %%

[ ] L]
Bealtaine Festival
An Age & Opportunity arts initiative

2 FREE Events at Dunamaise -
Booking advised

A national festival celebrating
creativity and the arts as we
age, See dunamaise.ie for fuII
details.Featuring film, art

talks, open mic and more!
10-16 NAY |

— =]

NOPAUSE
&ENJOYIT |

SATIS MAY |

Tickets: €22
&5 COMEDY

THURS 1 JUNE,
8PM

Performed by
Sibeal Dawvitt,
Millie Daniel
Dempsey,
Rosie Mullin & i
Emily Kilkenny Roddy
Tickets: €16/€14/€5 fpy;

GUTINGW,

Featuring Award-winning films

2 mshenn.L An Cailin Citiin,
0 Furt Quarter Festival, Summer Camps,
The Matchmaker & morel

Church Street, Portlaoise, Co. Laois R32 W93P



