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May the Month of Mary

\ 7th May 2023 / Traditionally May is dedicated to

Mary, the mother of God. As we
honour Mary, join us each evening
at 8pm for Rosary at the Grotto.

Our Lady - Pray for Us.

Fifth Sunday
of Easter
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A PLACE
FOR US

Maybe we feel that if
x _m_i‘-ﬁ‘!,"' WV e only had the perfect

e job in the perfect

community, then finally we wouldn't feel so restless.
Maybe we feel that if we could meet that perfect
partner, then finally we could be ready to settle
down. Maybe we feel as though if we could just get
the children through to school and intoe a good
university we could take a well-earned break from
life's treadmill. If only we could achieve a certain
goal, or settle some old score we could finally obtain
peace. It never seems to happen ... it seems to be
part of our human condition to be forever restless.
Perhaps we are at our closet to feeling at peace when

™ Jesus said.

Choum thee inet Shie ruth
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the world, though even then there’s the dog to be fed

gospel reading today, lesus directly addresses our
yearning for peace. "Do not let your hearts be
troubled ..... I go to prepare a place for you...." What
a very comforting thought. God has prepared a little
corner of heaven especially for us. What will our little
corner of heaven be like, and more importantly, how
must we find our way there?

In today's gospel, Jesus is preparing his disciples for
the time when he will no longer be with them in the
flesh. Jesus assures them that although their
relationship is changing, it's not ending. The
assurance for us all is that through our belief in
Jesus, we will find our home with God. "I am the way,
and the truth and the life...” Jesus leaves us with the
promise that following his teachings is the way to
ultimate peace.

and the children to be bathed and put to bed. In the|

Mass times for the coming week
[Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday to Friday : 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigils 5pm & 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 5pm Mass.

the day is done and we close our own front door on |

Thought for today!
Tell everyone what you want to do and someone will want to help

you do it

Cemetery Mass
St. Peter & Paul’s, Portlaoise
Sunday 4th June at 1pm.

We welcome into our
Parish Community
Daragh Byrne, Broomville Close

Isabel Maria Maher, Forest Park

Who were baptised last weekend.

A Prayer as you enter
your Exams
Dear Lord,
as I take this exam I thank
you that my value is not
based on my performance,
but on your great love for me.
Come into my heart so that we can walk
through this time together.
Help me with this test and the many tests
of life yet to come my way.

Help clear my mind and bring forth my
ideas and my knowledge with ease,
and be gracious with anything I have
overlooked.

Help me to remain calm, focused,
and confident in my ability
and to remember no matter
the outcome you will never leave me.

Amen.



MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - 5pm. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST ©

HEARING AID ;ﬁj |
Patricia Kilmartin . 4

Consultant L

Wil

« Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

= Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)
Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

{Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

TRSTRIT SAFETY MEASIRRES IM PLACE, IM LINE WATH ADNWICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®™™

LiaAM GRANT
Woob DESIGN

KITCHENS - BEDROOMS - MEDIA WALLS [ESTD. 1998]

Get your ideal Kitchen at a price you can afford.
We can create the perfect kitchen for you.
Individual Kitchens starting from €4,999.

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise. R32 Y275
Liam 087-8280265 | liam.lgwd@gmail.com
[ohn 086-3864013 | john.lgwd@gmail.com




RAMPS & RAILS
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We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of =
movement and steel handrails to provide safe

access for gveryone - LS
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Laois Physiotherapy
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d: 9:30 b C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

e

[ Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

&
Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise

Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarketie [@)@techmarketir|




Block Road, Portlaoise,

Co Laois
057 8681482

WALKING GROUP

Our walking group brings
participants through a
walking programme gradually
increasing fitness over time,
The walking group helps
pecple diagnosed with cancer
take positive steps towards
better health, Exercise has
been shown tahelp with
fatigue for capcer survivors.

CREATIVE ARTS

CLASS
9.30am-11.30am

THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This is'a self-management
programme for cancer
survivars with the aim of
improving their guality of life
to better manage daily health.
(Developed by Standford

LIniversity)
10am-12 noon
Booking Essential

(" ENTITLEMENTS )

A Citizens Information
Adviser will give you
advice about the
financial help you may
be entitled to and will
help you to navigate the
process, e.g., medical
card application etc

DR R R e L

CANCER SUPPORT
NURSE

Our cancer care nurse
will provide you with
information to help
you with the emotional
and psychological
impact of your cancer

R diagnosis. Y,

www.cuislecancersupport.com
email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie

MINDFULNESS FOR
MEN

11am-12noon

PROSTHESIS & BRA

FITTING DAY

16th MAY
Spaces Available.

Booking Essential

MINDFULNESS
PROGRAMME

11am-12noon
6 Week Course
Booking Essential

PILATES
12.45pm-1.30pm
Places Limited
6 Week Coursse

Wednesdays
Next

GARMENTFITTING
Sarra Nova
10th MAY
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
surgery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only

REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI
By appointment only

ART
From 2-4pm

CHAIR YOGA
10am-11am Booking
Essential

NEW - AQUA AEROBICS)

EVERY MONDAY
from 1.45-2.30pm
IN PORTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE

dﬂ 5 ideal Fof all cancer patients E;)e‘l:r:\"r patle-nts wha suffed

miphoadams Aqua asrchics orexercising in water can really help imphove:
hnﬂplmedenﬁ and quality of life, as well as helping you keep fit, healthy and happy.
Please give the centre a call if you would like to attend this dass on 057 8681492

THIS CLASS 15 FREE OF CHARGE AS IS ALL OUR SERVICES

Thursdays

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
10am-11.15am
Booking Essential

CLIMB PROGRAMME

Helping Children Understand
Cancer,/This programme is fun
and'craative, using drama,
arts and play.and aims to help
children cope with a cancer
diagnosis in the family

SEPTEMBER 2023

WORK & CANCER
PROGRAMME

This is a 6-week programme
which will equip you with
strategies and skills to
help manage everyday
symptomswhich can
impact on work. This
programme was developed
by TCD and is supported by
TCD & NCCP.
Booking Essential

SEPTEMBER 2023
COUNSELLING

By appointment only

CUISLE KILDARE

The Waterways, S

Maas. Tel: 045 B52018
Outreach Centre in
Sallins Co. Kildare

1 day per
- Tuesdays 8
CUISLE CANCER

SUPPORT CENTRE
Follaw Ls:

© ¥

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge
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GET YOURSELF NOQTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012

THE PRINTER: Yl_U NJE D T.ﬂ (N JJ
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CORPORNTER. WIDEFORMAT VEHICLE PROCUREMENT
RETAILPRINT= § 7 '.” GRAPHICS PICKEPACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 = ]

§ At R mochuaprint.ie

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

Q0000606

Foamstream Ltd

s chemical-Free Weed Control

A soft wash treatment for removing both red and green algae,
moss, mould, lichen, biofilm, and grime from most hard
surfaces including: concrete, render, sandstone, tennis courts,
paths, tiles, roofs, driveways, timber, artificial grass, sports
surfaces and headstone cleaning.

* It treats hard surfaces with no risk of staining and damage
* Contains no acids or bleach

* Results will last for 3 years or more

For further information contact;
Noel 086 378 9028 | James 083 096 7944

www.foamstream.ie

-ma
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Eriday 12th & 19th May_ Farm House High Tea Accommodation & Events

I D Classes Stradbally, Co. Laois
Line Dancing Classes A Selection of hand cut

sandwiches, freshly baked [=]ssih[w]
Lots of dancing to be done, in | delightful Scarn:
- SCOnes ando ellgntiu i 4
this two week class learn how i o Website =
" sweel cakes. -

to dance the ||.|L_.1t it away and

. - . . L Small and large groups wealcome,
show off those dancing shoes ik afsd Bt e ot

with the guidance of renowned

+353-83-8819218
dance teacher Niall Doorhy. €10 off a group of 4 guests or

Bk Ermoniu more with this voucher. IﬂCthUS‘E‘iI’E‘IUHC[.iE

Oideachais Laoise
=< MUSIC Laois/Laoise

=1 LAOIS SCHOOL OF % Musi{: GE"EI‘Etinn I # lonad Tacaiochta

ﬂﬂmhraﬂ eu‘i, . * Our

f-‘lnfhem
LAOIS CELEBRATES

EUROPE DAY 2023

Tuesday ? May, 12pm

TUNE IN AT 12PM TO MUSIC GENERATION LAOIS FACEBOOK
AND YOUTUBE CHANNELS. OVER 180 SINGERS AND
MUSICIANS PERFORM EU ANTHEM BEETHOVEN'S 'ODE TO
JOY' IN IRISH, UKRAINIAN AND ENGLISH, LIVE FROM THE
DUNAMAISE ARTS CENTRE, PORTLAOISE, CO. LAOIS.

[ Gloeth

Local Creative
Youth Partnership

L W
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Adult Dancing Every Sunday Night
MUSIC ACTS FOR THE MONTH OF MAY:

. = GLEN FLYNN

Bank Holiday Monday 'm P
M ay m Start Sunday 7th May
. i

¥ FRANK N
W -

_ "  JIMMY HOGAN
€5 Registration | & LAR KENNY

Sunday 21st May

ADRIAN RYAN

o Sunday 28th May ;',“
b'—"ﬂf'?

Sl Oillvmnice Iraland
Diympics yiliptea 1

HIRING
Greenfeet.

We are a Specialist Lawn Care Company established in on
2008. We have an opening in the Lacis/Kildare area for i i
a Lawn Care Operative/Groundsman who will be able to |§ Establishin g

carry out our range of lawn care services.

Operatives will be travelling within their allocated
scheduled area whilst working outside for the 4 seasons
applying treatments to lawns. You will be required to
communicate with the customer and expected to provide
excellent customer service at all times,

FULL TIME POSITION MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-5PM
Applicants should be over 25 with a clean full Irish

Shanahoe Community }J
Development Forum

Monday May 8 | 9pm
Shanahoe Community

Driving licence Ha |l
Knowledge of Grass/Lawncare, Horticuliure/Landscaping \ /
is an advantage. Salary is negotiable. You will be ~ 4
provided with a van for your work day, company phone, ,Q?-—
and company uniform. r b

ALL WELCOME TO ATTEND

If you think you may be suitable please forward
your CV to info@greenfeet.ie
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Call for applications

ReachFund

Upto €20,000

available for eligible projects

The Reach Fund aims to provide funding to support
educationally disadvantaged learners. The fund is
available to interested Community Groups across

Laois and Offaly.

Further information and the application form are available from

www.loetb.ie/learnersupports

or scan here




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
Fully Insured

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise

089-4459958 083-3153211 and surrounding areas. Tel.;
www.kukic-hms.ie www. kukic-hms.ie Fergus 089-4541868
TV SERVICES PLUMBER AVAILABLE FUEL FOR SALE

Repairs to TV and home All domestic, solid fuel and 5 large net bags Logs €20
entertainment equipment. oil servicing. Kindling bags €2.50 per bag

Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;
057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

Orders over €60 receive two
bags of kindling free
Car Trailer loads available.
Free delivery to suit. Tel.

Fintan 087-7645855

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

ERAWAN

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaoise
Open 7 Days

1lam-7pm

DAVE CUNNINGHAM L&
CARPENTRY SERVICES A

Registered and fully insured
Budget Kitchens £€€€ at affardable prices
to suit everyene. Slide robes, Panel work,
Partitions and wainscoting.
Qutdoar pergalas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken.

Call Dave DB6-8209640

08?'9616098 083-0988602 davecunninghamdromi@gmail.com
SICLAND NERT i CLARE'S @ HOUSE CLEANING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repalr of Oil Bollers,
Qil Cockers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems

Remaving all the old sludge and water that has bult up
in your radiaters and baollers over the years with clean
water and [nhibitors to reduce fuel bills Brd sewve money.

Ballyfin, Portiaaise. Call:

086-3758503

Stradhally Rd Portlamse
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

Part-time vacancy for
general house cleaning
duties in B&B, weekend

mornings. Contact;

057-8622081

‘SUPPORT WORKER
REQUIRED’
To assist a young woman to
live an independent life

Part time position.
10-15 hours per week.
Stradbally Area, Co.Laois.

Health care background desirable.
Knowledge of working with people
with intellectual disabilities.
Competitive rates of pay.

For full job description or to
apply, please e-mail CV to:
riona@theatnetwork.com

%ﬂ“ ELECTRICIAN
i

AVAILABLE
For all domestic work

Grass Cutting
Hedge Cutting
Powerwashing

Contact Paddy; Contact;
087-2557342 083-4327971
FOR RENT The Fatima Candle will be lit at

2 bed cottage located Skms from
Mountmellick in a rural area. It
would suit a single/professional
couple. Qil fired central heating,
located in a quiet area, outside

sheds available for fuel storage or

a dog. References required.

Contact; 087-2500083

10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Saturday 13™ May in
honour of Qur Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome,




e %» | PODIATRIST
' )| MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
WVHI-Aviva-Laya approved

CHURCH GATE
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For the best cup of tea ...ever!
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TUESDAY 23" MAY 2023 Lourdes Committee 4:15am » Mﬂ}f 6th 2023
1PM-3PM All are Welcome 6" /7" May
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Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | {) uandovleilghtenglneerlng

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlaocise Active Retirement meet every 'I.|'|.|'\¢.H:InF.-s«:ia'g.nr at 3pm in I:hE Parish Centre for afternoon of friendship, fun

and activities. New members always welcome. 40 of our members had a very enjoyable few days in Killarney last

week, thanks to everyone involved in organising it. Activities for coming week,

Monday 8" May; Bowls in St. Mary's Sports hall at 3pm. New members welcome. Tuesday 9™; Rehearsals for show.

Wednesday 10™; Picnic in Emo weather permitting. Thursday 11™; Cards and chat in Sue Ryder at 3pm, tuition

given, new members welcome. We are having our variety show (forever young) In the Dunamaise Theatre on Tuesday

13" June at 7pm. Tickets on sale at the theatre or online, price €10, concessions €8. For further information contact

Sherla FRD UE? 620461? o
< = i s 3 r!Et . Y il

Tnp Scure. Ann O'Dowd & Margaret Franagan | 1.“t Ladv. E D B |2 Lal:hr. Frances Gleeson ‘ ;*'_*

1% Gent: Billy O'Keeffe | 2™ Gent: Tom Dunne | 1* Half: Catherine Brennan | 2™ Half: Sheila Duff P et

Raffle: 1* B.0.B. | 2" Paraic Dowling | 3 M. J. Dunne | 4" Catherine Brennan | 5 Ann O'Dowd | 6" Bridie Kennedy

Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.

Anyone interested in learning to play, contact Breda Cooley.

Laois Sports Partnership would like to Invite you to our Bealtaine Festival [Activities and Events) taking place for

the month of May. Please contact Catriona on 086-7935234 to register as numbers are limited, Looking forward to

seeing you all and having fun! St. Mary’s Hall Portlacise 11am-1pm, 9, 16" and 23™ May;

9™ May; Sports Day - Seated Volleyball, Boccia & Target games (Charlie & Lee). 16™ May; Dance with Moez.

23™ May; Sports Day - Seated Volleyball, Boccia & Target games (Charlie & Lee),

Education Grants; St. Vincent de Paul (SVP) Abbeyleix will be accepting applications for education grants this current

year. Any queries in this regard please contact 5t. Vincent de Paul on our dedicated Education phone number,

085 2575782, All calls and applications are treated in strict confidence. The Society of St. Vincent de Paul recognise the

importance of further education, however, for many people accessibility and affordability are real barriers to obtaining

a third level education and training. The SVP Education and Training Bursary Fund has been established to support

students of all ages who may financially struggle to access or stay in third level education and training programmes.

The Bursary Programme will consider all recognised third level education and training programmes for funding.

However, postgraduate studies (Master or PhD) or private colleges are not eligible. Students must demonstrate that

they have applied for all available state funding or other grants. Please note, bursary awards are dependent on funding

availability.

Community Employment Programme; CE Scheme for Home Respite Care Worker in Portlacise. Temporary contract

- to find out more contact Alison Hackett 086-0213711 or e-mail; ahackett@familycarers.ie

Mary's Meals Pray in May Campaign; Pray in May is a grassroots campaign where we invite individuals, churches,

and faith groups to pray with us, that our work continues to flourish and grow, that more children and communities

will see their lives transformed through the provision of a daily meal in a place of education. For more information

about this global movement, check out www. marysmeals.ie

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary will be prayed for the month of May in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath, Monday-Saturday 6.30pm,

Sunday 3pm.

Gospel Readings; Fr. Eddie guided a group every Friday to reflect on the Sunday readings. This group has now

recommenced and all are welcome, Friday after 10am Mass. Contact Angela 086-0683085.

Legion of Mary; Our Lady please intercede to lesus for peace in the waorld, Please follow us on Facebook.

Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help continues this Monday 8" May at 7.30pm in St. Clare's Church,

Graiguecullen, Carlow. Guest Speaker; Gerard Hanley, Director of Alpha Ireland.




I Am the Way T

There was a time when a person going on a trip wouldn't think __:"" "_'i
, of beginning their journey without a road map. A map was very 'L
helpful to the traveller in finding the way to where they were ‘ ! :
going. Today we seldom ever use a road map. Do you know why? Most of
us who own a car also have a sat nav (satellite navigation) in our car. How JESUS
does a sat nav work? When you are ready to go somewhere, you type in Is the Way
the address where you want to go and the sat nav connects to a satellite '
up above the earth and computes the path to your destination. As soon as you start driving, a
map appears on the screen and a voice from the Sat. Nav. gives you turn by turn directions. "Turn
right on Main Street in one mile, turn right in one half mile, turn right in 150 feet, turn right.”
What happens if you miss your turn? The GPS says, "Recalculating” and immediately computes a
new route to get you back on the right path to your destination.
When we are trying to follow Jesus in our daily life, it would be nice to have a sat nav to lead us in
the right direction, wouldn't it? It would be nice to have something to keep us on the right path
and keep us from getting lost...something that would help us get back on the right track when we
made a wrong decision.
That is the way Jesus' disciples must have felt when Jesus told them that he was going to leave
them. Jesus said to them, "I am going to prepare a place for you and when everything is ready, I
will come and get you so that you will always be with me. You know the way to where I am
going."
One of the disciples whose name was Thomas answered Jesus, "No, we don't, Lord. We don't even
know where you are going, so how can we know the way?"
Jesus answered him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except
through me."”
Another disciple named Philip joined in, "Lord, show us the Father and we will be satisfied."
"Philip," Jesus answered, "Have you been with me all this time and you still don't know who I am?
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father! So why are you asking me to show you
the Father? Just believe that I am in the Father and the Father is in me. Anyone who
believes in me will do the same things I have done.” ;
That was all the disciples needed to know to get them on the right path to the Father. So,
how do you and I find our way to the place where Jesus has gone to be with the Father?
We have not seen lesus as Thomas and Philip had, but we can follow the teachings that he has
given to us in the Bible -- God's Holy Word. That is our sat nav and it will keep us on the right
path!

Dear Jesus
Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending your Son to provide the way to eternal
life. Thank you for your Holy Word which will keep us on the right path in our journey
through life. In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.




Finding the Way

Complete the paragraph by filling in the blanks with the correct words g
from the word bank at the bottom of the story.

‘Do not let your be troubled. in God still,
and trust in me. There are many in my Father’s |
there were not, I should have told you.

I am going now to a for you, and after I have gone

and prepared you a place, I shall return to take you with me; so that
where I am you may be too.

You know the way to the place where I am going.’

Thomas said, ‘Lord, we do not know where you are going, so how can
we know the way?’

Jesus answered, 'I am the , the and the

No one can come to the except through me. If you know
me, you know my Father too. From this moment you know him and

have seen him.’

Father house place rooms truth
hearts life prepare Trust way

First HDIH (_ommunions

Congratulation to the Boys and Girls from who received their
First Holy Communion last weekend, this weekend and who will who
received their First Holy Communion in the coming weeks.

We hope you and your family had a lovely day.




Pope Francis often refers to the “Poison of Gossip”.
Passing on bad news is negative and toxic. The more
at peace we are within ourselves, the more at peace
we are with one another. As we begin the month of
May, I pray, you will all be filled with light, hope and
peace of mind.

“A 24 year old boy seeing out from the train's window
shouted...'Dad, look the trees are going behind!" Dad
smiled and a young couple sitting nearby, looked at
the 24 year old's childish behaviour with pity, suddenly
he again exclaimed..'Dad, look the clouds are running
with us!’ The couple couldnt resist and said to the old
man...'Why don’t you take your son to a good doctor?’
The old man smiled and said...'T did and we are just
coming from the hospital, my son was blind from birth,
he just got his eyes today.’ Every single person an the
planet has a story. Don't judge people before you truly
know them. The truth might surprise you.”

Christianity is the only religion which worships the
scapegoat, the one who is hated, excluded, spat upon,
blamed for everything, ridiculed, shamed, and made
expendable, Christianity is the only religion that
focuses on imitating the victim and which sees God in
the one who is surrounded by the halo of hatred.
There are some important lessons to be learned from
this, not the least of which has to do with where we
see truth, goodness, and God. We need, today, some
correctives since we live in a culture which, not unlike
most cultures in the past, scapegoats some persons to
the benefit of the others and then identifies God and
holiness with those who have created the scapegoats.

God is not to be confusedly identified with the myths
of success, power, glamour, and popularity. Newver
confuse God, or what is holy, with current cultural
religion, which, antithetical to Christ, worships the
included, the glamorous, the ones who aren’t shamed
and ridiculed, and the ones who seem important and
indispensable. The God of our culture and the God that
is preached in so0 many of our churches is not the God
who dies on a cross, is hated, spat upon, and is
excluded and scapegoated out of ignerance. No, our
culture does not worship a crucified God. The God
Jesus revealed is still, in our very own culture,
excluded, mocked, scapegoated, made expendable,
and often killed, mostly in the name of God and truth.
Where do we see this? Our own culture, like every
other culture past and present, creates a category of
persons that it deems expendable and then
subsequently wictimises through exclusion, ridicule,
scapegoating, and often through actual death. The
ones who constitute that category shift slightly from

time fto time, but there is always a common
denominator: it includes always those who are the
weakest,

Timg to Think!

Gossip Kills

"GOSSIP CAN ALSO KILL BECAUSE IT KILLS
THE REPUTATION OF THE PERSON!

IT IS SO TERRIBLE TOQ GOSSIP
AT FIRST, IT MAY SEEM LIKE

A NICE THING,

EVEN AMUSING,

LIKE ENJOYING

A CANDY. :

BUT IN THE END, A

IT FILLS THE HFJ"LRT

WITH BITTERNESS \7){
AND EVEN

POISONS Us” g /

P e
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Thus, for instance, our culture marginalises and
scapegoats the sick, the poor, the handicapped, the
unborn, the unattractive, the non-productive, and the
aged. These we deem expendable and subsequently
take away full status within the human race. Worse
still, we identify God and holiness with those who are
doing the excluding, as for instance the ruling party.
But this is antithetical to true religion—and true
wisdom. Where is God? God is on the side of the
victim, standing with the one who is excluded, and
especially present in the one being ridiculed, and dying
in the one who is being put to death. True Christianity
knows this. It worships the scapegoat - the one who is
surrounded by the halo of hatred. Populist mantras,
such as "building walls” seriously challenges what
true Christianity is about... May values of tolerance,
inclusion and compassion represent the Gospel
message of love and forgiveness.

Traditionally May is associated with devotion to Mary,
Mother of Jesus, a woman who has great empathy for
all who carry heavy burdens.. I love the following
prayer to Mary...

TAKE MY HAND, O BLESSED MOTHER

Take my hand, O Blessed Mother,

Hold me firmly lest I fall;

I grow nervous while walking and humbly on thee call,
Guide me over every crossing,

Watch me when I'm on the stairs,

Let me know that you're beside me;

Listen to my fervent prayers,

Bring me to my destination, safely along the way,
Bless my every undertaking, and my duties for the
day,

And when evening creeps upon me,

I'll never fear to be alone:

Once again, O Blessed Mother,

Take my hand and lead me home. Amen.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 29,600 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles
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MAY-SEPTEMBER CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Living Film *» 'Wed 10 May, 11am & Spm
- Laois Activations Artists Metwork Artists Talk » Wed 10 May, 2pm
g Bealtaine Open hic Literature ¥ Thurs 11 May, 11am
Marcel the Shell with Shoes On Family Film ¥ Sat 12 May Zpm
— Anng Gildea-How te Get The Menopouse & Enjoy I Comedy * Sat 13 May, Bpm
Mz Cailleacha - Down to Dusk Film 8 Artist Talk ¥ Tues 16 May, 2-4pm
The Bonskees of Inisherin Film » Wed 17 May, 11am & Spm
Broke to Woke Theatre ¥ Fri 19 May, 8pm
Sustainahle Fashion Event & Film Fashion ¥ 5at 20 May, 2pm-Spm
Aishia Film ¥ Thurs 25 May, 11am
- Ewerpthing Everpawhere Al ol Once Film * ‘Wed 31 May, 8pim
Emily Kilkenmy Roddy Dance - RLUNING THE ACT Dance ¥ Thurs 1 lune, 8pm
g An Evening of Song with Reging Nothan Music ¥ Fri 2 June, 8pm
- An Cailin Cidin Film *» Wed 7 lune, 8pm
= Grow Remote Summit 2023 Conference ¥ Thurs & - Fri 9 June
NT Live Encore Screening: Life af Pi Theatre [ Film » Thurs & lume, 7pm
Crinnlu na nig Children's Theatre b Sat 10 June
Portlacise Active Retirement Group Variety Show ¥ Tues 13 June, Tpm
Winners Film » 'Wed 14 lune, Bprm
The Whale Film *» Wed 21 lune, 8pm
Old Fort Quarter Festival Music ¥ Thurs 22 - Sun 25 June
Celtic Con Comic Convention Various ¥ 5at 24 lune
— lungma: A ¥ak ln the Classroom Film » ‘Wed 28 June, Bpm
Lagiz Dance Platform Dance b 7 -0 July
Prown Queen the Jukebox Musical Musical ¥ Sat 29 luly, Tpm
=11} Laaiz Heritage Society - Portiooise Architecture Architecture ¥ Thurs 17 August, 7pm
é Pakistan Independence Day Concert Warious F 5at 19 August
T Who we Love Film » Wed 6 Sept, Spm
P Joe the Magician - It's Mogic/ Famlly » Sat 9 Sept, 3pm
% Ger Carey Psycho Spaghett! Comedy » Man 11 Sept, 11am
L | 1AM BABA Family ¥ Tue 12 Sept, 10, 11am & 12pm
Full Time - 4 Piein Temps Film » ‘Wed 13 Sept, 8pm
“ The Motchmoker by . B, Keane Theatre ® Thurs 14 Seot, Bpm
Shawn Cuddy, lohn Hogan & Paddy OFBrien Music b Friday 15 5ept, 8pm
David Vesey and Special Guests MWusic F Sat 16 Sept, 8pm
North Circular Film ¥ ‘Wed 20 Sept, 8pm
Culture Night Various ¥ Fri 22 Sept
B leans Show Musie b Sat 23 Sapt, Bpm
Declslon to Leave Filem b ‘Wed 27 Sept, 8pm
The Lost Messiahs - Connected to the Real Musle + Fri 29 Sept, Bpm
Sustainable Fashion Event Fashbon  Sat 30 Seat, 2pm
summeRcames | |
Curtain Call 5tage School Camp Broodway Summer Camp b 10-14 luly, 10am - Zpm
Art Summer Camp Summer Camp ¥ 17 - 21 July, 10am-12pm & 2-4pm
Abbeyleix FEC Visual Arts b Fri 5 May - Sat 17 June
Eevir Coweney Wisual Arts ¥ 24 June - 22 July
Portlagise Camera Club isual Arts b B August - 16 September
AFE ART SHOWCASE
RLacts Activations Artists Metwark- Forwoed Alwaps Forwarnd Wisual Arts b May
Creative Ireland Laois Children's Art Competitian Wisual Arts b June
Greg Hallahan Wisual Arts b August

i funding
el e arts “?}\ et g

P

Bealtaine Festival

An Age & Opportunity arts initiative
FREE Events at Dunamaise -
Booking advised

A national festival celebrating
creativity and the arts as we
age. See dunamaise.ie for full
details. Featuring film, art

J m—.u MY talks, open mic and more!

Tickets: €22
<> GOMEDY

THURS 1 JUNE,
8PM

Performed by
Sibeal Davitt,
Millie Daniel
Dempsey,
e Mullin & S
Emily Kilkenny Roddy
Tickets: €16/€14/€5 i

Jf”“ NJ!:

Featuring Award-winning films
Banshees of Insherin, An Cailin Cidin,

Old Fort Quarter Festival, Summer Camps,

The Matchmaoker & mare!!

Church Street, Portlaoise, Co. Laois R32 W93P
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THE SENSATIONAL AWARD WINNING

'"‘J!]HM‘*H CASH & JUNE EAQTER

LIV E=T:RiliBiLiT:E=S'HO W

MIDLANDS PARK

HOTEL
PORTLAOISE

SATURDAY 13th MAY | HEiRsE"*

SHOW 8.30PM

TICKETS AVAILABLE AT EVENTBRITE.IE & AVAILABLE —/X’—“w—
AT 'BROWN'S SHOP' DUBLIN ROAD (OPPOSITE CHURCH) =" J

CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792
E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est,, Timahoe Rd., Portlacise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Martin Ryan
Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons = Oleo-Mac
= Legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers

Adj. ta

Portlooise Golf Chub
AVOMNDALE,
ABBEYLEIX RDAD,
PORTLAOISE




OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

ik (1)
"

Anthony Egan
New Road, Portlaoise

(1}

(1)

1

Noreen Linehan
née Phelan
Raheen and Mountrath

Denis Patrick

Connolly
Vesey Close, Abbeyleix
and Dundalk
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Even fﬁa@ﬁ 9 walk fﬁmf{gﬁ the darkest
um'féy, 4 fam' no ﬂtﬁr’ﬁ: ﬁw‘ 'you are with me;

Ak

Your vod and your staff - fé‘-f’ﬁ’ comfort me.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.porflaciseparish.ie/deathnotices
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(1)

“f== Portlaoise Praesidium
{4 of the Legion of Mary
will be having a
Mass and Rosary in
the Church of the
Assumption, the
S Heath, on Thursday
11" May at 6.30pm. All are welcome,
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In Loving Memory of

PIPPY BOOTH McEVOY

Garryduff, Stradbally, Co. Laois

On behalf of the McEvoy and Booth

families, Med, her husband, her

children, Ellen, Lauren and Daniel,

. her sons-in-law James and Gary,

 her grandson Daniel, her brothers

and sisters, Denis, Noreen, Marion,

Eileen, George, Pat, John, Donal,

Sheila, Peter and Paula and all

brothers and sisters-in-law. along

with the extended family would like

¥ to express their sincere thanks to all

those you attended her funeral, sent

messages of sympathy, Mass cards and flowers. We

were overwhelmed by the love and support we received
from so many people over the last few weeks.
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A special word of thanks to all those who queued at the
funeral home for a long time in the cold to convey their
sympathy to us.

W

Special thanks to Portlacise and Beaumont Hospital's
ICL staff for their care.

To our neighbours and friends who have supported us
over the duration of Pippy's illness and funeral, thank
you. Your kindness will not be forgotten.

"

To the Priests of the Parish, especially Monsignor Byrne
and our close family friend Fr. Joe Beere, your support
and kind words were much appreciated.

Thanks to Matthew Keegan Funeral Directors; The
Heath Golf Club: Heath GAA Club; Catherine, Sacristan
of the Heath Church; Elaine Lambe Bigley, who sang
during the funeral and had the most amazing voice; The
staff of Blossom Time Boutigue who went above and
beyond the call of duty.

1F

1F

Mass will be offered for all your intentions.

It is not how much time we had together, but how much
we made of that time we were lucky enough to share
TAYLOR

with her. She will be in our hearts forever.
Rest in Reave pppy
Ballyfin Road, Portlavise.
23" Anniversary occurs 8" May.
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In Loving Memory of
CLAIRE LOUISE

" " 1 Tr WL

Always in our hearts

Sadly missed, love Daddy, Mammy,
Abson, Cian and Sean-Luke xxxx

CMay Glare Loutse Rest in Pedace .
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In Loving Memory of
Our Dear Mother
EVELYN KEHOE

Late of Main Street, Stradbally, Co. Laois
1+ Anniversary occurs 11t May 2023

Also Our Dear Dad
CLEMENT KEHOE

8t Anniversary occurs 10% May 2023

L2,

Wonderful memories woven in gold,
This is a picture we tenderly hold,
Deep in our hearts a memory is kept,

¢

When ties of love are
broken and loved
ones have to part, it
leaves a wound that

never heals, in an

ever-aching heart.

To love, to cherish, never to forget.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Wednesday 11% May at 10am.

(1]

Sadly missed by your children Paul, Niall, Mark,
Nessa, Clem and Nicola.

Reast in RPeave CMam and Dad

(1]

(1]

In Loving Memory of
DAN FITZPATRICK

Ballydavis, Portlaoise,
Months Mind occurs at this time.
Maonths Mind Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, on
Sunday 14t May at 9.30am.

Sadly missed and always
remembered by your loving family.
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In Loving Memory of
Our Dear Mother

EVELYN KEHOE

Late of Main Street, Stradbally, Co. Laois
15t Anniversary occurs 11t May 2023

Also Our Dear Dad
CLEMENT KEHOE

8t Anniversary occurs 10t May 2023

We hold you both
within our hearts,
And there you shall
rermain,

To walk with us
throughout our
lives,

Until we meel again.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sacred Heart Church, Stradbally, this
Sunday 7t May at 11.30am.

Sadly missed by vour children Paul, Niall, Martk,
Nessa, Clem and Nicola, sister Josephine,
daughter-in-law Genevieve, son-in-law Damien,
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and their loving
family and friends.

Rest in Reace CMam and Dad

In Loving Memory of
PATRICIA (Patty)

O’HALLORAN

Carlow Road, Abbeyleix and Tinahely, Co. Wicklow.
I Anniversary occurs 11" May 2023,

1=t Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the
Church of the Most Holy Rosary, on
Saturday 13t May at S5pm.

On the occasion of Patricia's Anniversary her family
and extended family wish to thank everyone who
cared for her and supported the family during her
long illness and passing.

Sadly missed, to love is to remember.

Reast in Reace Ratricia
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MARGARET BREEN

Fountainside, Abbeyleix.
11™ Anniversary occurs 4™ May 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the
Maost Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, this
Saturday 6" May at 5pm.

Sadly missed and never forgotten by your
loving family.

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of my beautiful Mother
ANNIE GREENE

74 St Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
Annie’s birthday occurred 6t May.
Also remembering my Dad Thomas and two brothers
recently deceased, whose birthdays occurred in April.
Although our worlds are different now
or is that just how it seems,

For | see you when | close my eyes
because you're always in my dreams.
I know you're in Heaven and looking

down on me and when | look up at the
stars | know that's where you'll be.
Even though | miss you, you're not too
[far away, because my heart is full of
memaories and | treasure themn
every day.

Our time on earth was special but it's only the very start,
Lo please keep watching aver me while we're not far apart,
Someday the time will come when | no longer feel this pain,

That is the day when Heaven calls and we will meet again.

From your heartbroken daughter Annmarie,
son-in-law Peter, grandkids Tanya and Courtney
and great-grandkids Kelsie and Kavla.

Until we medt again my Angels

@ In Loving Memory of
MARY (Moira) DOWLING

Borris Rd., Portlavise.
6™ Anniversary occurs 11™ May 2023.

You are near even if we don't see you,
You are with us even if you are far away,
You are in our thoughts and in our lives

always.

e

Sadly missed and always remembered by
her sons and daughter and their fomilies.,
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In Loving Memory of
LIAM CONROY

10 New Row, Green Rd. Portlaoise.
Sth Anniversary occurred 5t May 2023,
Also remembering Liam’s birthday - 18% May.

h
1" oL

"

"

Daily thoughts and silent tears,
Always wishing vou were here,
Life goes on, we know that's true,
But never the same since losing you.

"

Liam"s Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church this
Saturday 6t May at 6.30pm.

Sadly missed by your loving wife Mary, son Brian,
Louise, fuke and Stephen.

WLy

"

Silently we grieve and brush away our tears,
The memaories he left behind, will last throughout the years.
From his daughter Shirley, son-in-law fohn and
grandson Conor, extended family and friends.

CMay Liam Rest in Rece

In Loving Memory of
RAY BERGIN

14 St. John's Square, Portlavise. <, -~
4" Anniversary occurs 7" May 2023. e
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church

this Sunday 7" May at 10am.

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs,
Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memaories left behind,

L) L 1 \LJ " Wb L WL Wb

i

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by your wife
Mossie, daughters Martina, Lisa and Sandra

and grandchildren xxx ‘
Also remembering his son Dean at this time. ‘l."if

Rest in Reace (Ray
?

In Loving Memory of
22 Rossvale, Portlavise. 24™ Anniversary oceurred 3 May.

Wl
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"

DAVID McEVOY

1"

it broke our hearts to lose you Dad
but you did not go alone,
Resting now with Mam in
God's eternal home,
Those special years will not return
when we were altogether,
But memories within our hearts
will stay with us forever,
Only God knows how much we

miss you, every hour of every day.
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Miss and love you alfways, from all your loving famly.

L, U . W, W W . W . W, W . . W . . .
7"
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In Loving Memory of

OLIVE BRENNAN née Lawlor

51 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
274 Anniversary occurs 7t May 2023.

¢

(11 (1]

(1]

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
this Saturday 6 May at 5pm and

Sunday 7t May at 10am.

An angel lived among us,
A gift from God above,
She showered us with kindness,

And shared with us her love.

She cherished every moment,
With the man who was her life:
Walking hand in hand together,

Facing life with all its strife.

(1]

(1]

She loved her children dearly, each ane a different way,
Nestled close within her heart, though now, she's far away.
She's gone to live with fesus, but she's here with us, today,
Smiling down on everyone of us,
And telling us she's O.K,

(1]

Dearly missed and loved so much by your loving
sons, daughters, sons-in-law, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.

CMay Olire Rest in Reace

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

THOMAS (Tom) LAWLOR
Abbeyleix Road, Ballyroan.

Tom's daughter, Sheila, and son, Garrett,
wish to express their sincere thanks and
gratitude to family, neighbours and friends
who visited our home, attended the wake,
funeral Mass and burial, as well as those
who sent Mass cards and condaolences,

A special word of thanks to Fr Paddy Byrne, Fr Petru Medves,

Fr Willie Hennessey and Fr Thomas O'Reilly, as well as

(1] (1]
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Abbeyleix Choir and Eamon Kelly and Kelly Funeral Directors.
Thank you to the staff of 5t. Luke's Hospital, Kilkenny
and particularly the wonderful staff in the Acute Stroke Unit,
Ambulance Service, FPalliative Care team, Abbeyleix
Community Nursing Unit and Night Mursing Service.

Thank you to those who formed Guards of Honour;
Shanahoe GAA, Abbeyleix Active Retirement, Lalor Clan and
Fine Gael.

(1]
LA

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
acknowledgment as our token of

please accept this
appreciation,
Month's Mind Mass will be celebrated in the Church of the
Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix at 5pm on Saturday 13" May.

Rast in ' Reace Com
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In Loving Memory of

OLIVER McDONALD
10 Beladd, Stradbally Rd., Portlaoise.
1= Anniversary occurred 3+ May 2023,

He never looked for praises,
He was never one to boast,
He just went on quietly working,
Far the ones he loved the most.
Hiz dreams were seldom spaken,
His wanls were very few,
And most af the time his worries,
Went unspoken too,
He was there, a firm foundation through all our storms in life,
A sturdy hand to hald on to, in imes of stress and strife,
A true friend we could turn Lo, when Umes were good or bad,
ne of our greatest blessings, the man that we called Dad,

Sadly missed by his daughters Sharon, Margaret,
Sierra and fan, sons Lee and Cody, grandchildren,
sons-in-law, friends and neighbours.

Rast in Reave Dad
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? In Loving Memory of ?
JAMES REUBEN GEOGHEGAN

1 Bridle Walk, Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
2r Anniversary occurred 3 May 2023.

L

\LJ

B You are near,
even if I don’t see you,
You are with me,
even if you are far away,
You are in my heart,
In my thoughts,
In my life, always.

¥

WL

¥

Sadly missed by his loving
son Sean, daughter Elaine,
daughter-in-law Colette,
grandchildren, family & friends.

Rest in ' Reave ~James
% In Loving Memory of %
MARGARET LEECH
Ridge Road, Portlacise, formerly of Kellystown Wolfhill.
10% Anniversary away from home.
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May the winds of Heaven blow
softly,
And whisper in your ear,
How much we love and miss you,
And wish that you were here.
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Forever in our Hearts
Anne, Elizabeth, Colette, Geraldine,
Michelle and families.

L

b

Margaret's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St. Mary's Church, Wolfhill, on Sunday 7" May at 11am.

Rest in Reave CMargaret
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? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of
EDWARD (TEDDY) LEWIS
Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.

(11

(1]

Teddy's wife and family wish to
express our sincere gratitude

to all who sympathised with us

on our sad loss. Also to all who

sent Mass cards, messages of

L' ¥ condolences, attended Mass in
/ person or walched via the

< Parigh WebCam.

Our sincere thanks to Fr. David VYard who visited
Teddy in hospital and supported us in our home.
Also Fr. Tom O'Reilly (lifelong friend), who
comforted Teddy with blessings.

(1] (11 (11 (1]
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A special thanks to Elaine Lambe for her beautiful
music and singing; Matthew, Keegan and David
Goode, funeral directors and to the gravediggers,
Brendan and Adrian.
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We are most thankful to the medical staff in
Portlacise, Naas, Blackrock, Beaumount and St
Luke's hospitals, for the compassionate attention
and great care shown to Teddy by the doctors and
nurses. A special thank you to the amazing carers
from Comfort Homecare, who Ilooked out for
Teddy at home.

(1]
T

(1]
"

Thanks to all doctors, nurses and support staff at
The Cedar Clinic and to Audrey and staff at
Chemco Pharmacy.

(1]
T

As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement
as a token of our heartfelt gratitude,

The Holy sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for
your intentions.

Rest in Reace Ced
¢
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In Loving Memory of

EDWARD (TEDDY) LEWIS '

Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.
1 Anniversary occurs 16t May 2023

God saw the road was getting rough,
The hill was hard to cfimb,

He gently closed your weary eyes,
And whispered “peace be thine”.
So rest in peace dear Dad and
thanks for all you have done.
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Sadly missed by your loving daughters Yvette and Awril,
sons Frank, Derek, Keith and Gavin, daughters-in-law,
son-in-law, grandchildren and great-grandson.
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In Loving Memory of

Our Parents

ANNE & THOMAS HILLIARD

23 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
40™ Anniversary

Deep in our hearts you both will stay, missing you
both is a heartache that never goes away.

Sadly missed by all their loving family.

In Loving Memory of

CMay Anne and Chomas Rest in " Reave
ANNE HARDING and
her daughter PATTY

46 5t. John's Square, Portlaoise.

16t and 14t Anniversaries occur respectively.

There is a path of beautiful memories from here to Heaven
above, that keeps us very close to you and it's called the path
of love. Your shadows walk beside us ever since the day you
died, oh angels take this message to our Mam and Sister up
above, tell them we miss them and give them all our love,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church on Sunday 7t May at 10am.

Sadly missed and always remembered by their loving
family.

CMay Ame & Ratly Rest in ' Reace

? In Memory of a Loving Husband
EDWARD (TEDDY) LEWIS '

Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.
1% Anniversary occurs 16t May 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
on Saturday 13" May at 5pm.

Your presence we miss,
Your memory we freasure,
Loving you always,
Forgetting you never.

¥

Sadly missed by your heartbroken wife Patricia (Pat).
Also remembering his daughter-in-law Geraldine Lewis,
The Heath, whose hirthday occurs at this time.

Rest in Reave Ced
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In Loving Memory of
ALICE GAFFNEY

Kilminchy, Portlaoise.

A celebration of the life of the late
Mrs. Alice Gaffney, will take place at the
Heath Golf Club on Saturday 13t May.
Doors open at 4pm and celebration will
begin at 4.30pm. Alice passed away in
Mexico on 200 December 2022

All are welcome to attend. 087-2549195
Rest in Reave Alice David 087-2369887

o : HENRY RANKIN
> l}j @;PO rtlaoise FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Stone Centre
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
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Contact Matthew
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+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
plagues in granite, marble and limestane, any {opposite the E.S.B. and Condell tractors)

We have opened a new office and show room on

'

design made to order. bt s

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc. 057-8620567 _ 1

sandblasting cleaning carried out. PAUL; 087-2562137 1

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated. NIALL; m_ap . s
086-2770095

Cement top and wide range of chippings available,
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

L

* W B # W #

DEs & CARMEL MORAN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
Main 5t., Ballyroan, Co. Laois

Please visit our new website www. portlacisestone.ie

L

24 hour service and personalised attention .

L

C) 057-8731115

L

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois. (&) Carmel 087-6144280
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930 [T, ) Des087-2794532
Email: info@portlacisestone.ie fe moranundertakerslaois@gmail.com

¥

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST e
Since the 1940's the Kelly family have

For the perfect tribute card for your loved one bean providing Funeral Services in the
#ﬂl’ bespoke memorial cords,
Create a eollage of images illustrating
the life of your loved one with onr
expert Design Team. )
All aur t'a.rﬂ:::re individually designed professional funeral service. “ T Abbeyleix
anigue keepsakes, with mo hidden charges 3 i
Sor additional photos or images.

L

Abbeyleix area.

We offer a 24 hour persanal and Street
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BO57 86 34050 = Mo M_
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Results for
4™ May 2023

VPG

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Gerard Loughnane ~ Parish Centre
Chri?tv Rm.'f.re Match Marie Ruw?
Marie O'Brien 36 Marie O'Brien
Carmel Whelan Nacalive Carmel Whelan
Ermira €112 Online Lotto
William Roche it Online Lotto
Peggy Brennan Peggy Brennan
Sean Lewis Play PARISH Browns Shop
Kieran Parnell ®®© Parish Centre
LEOLE

wowrw . portlaoise parish.ie

Next Week’s Jackpot is €20,000

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 6:1-7 | Psalm 32:1-2, 4-5, 18-19
1 St. Peter 2:4-9 | John 14:1-12

The Parish Shop will open for the next

4 Saturdays in May from 10am to 2pm

for the Communion ceremonies.

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* 5tanding Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaocise Parish Account: IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
« Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ_ . Tel: 057 8661605

=l Deacon Eugene Keyes
@l Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

-5
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlapiseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie
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Laois Arch Club

SPONSORED WALK ON THE
WALKING TRACK AT EMO GAA
SUNDAY 7TH MAY STARTING AT 2PM

H MUSIC PROVIDED BY OUR OWN ARCH CLUE DJ, PJ DEMPSEY UNTIL 5PM

AS THIS IS AN ALL-INCLUSIVE, ALL-ABILITIES EVENT, YOU CAN CHOOSE YOURSELF
HOW MANY TIMES YOU WANT TC GO AROUND THE TRACK..THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO
EVERYONE SO COME ALONG AND JOIN IN THE FUN.

WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT!

MONSTER RAFFLE ON THE DAY WITH LOVELY PRIZES PROVIDED
VERY GENEROUSLY BY LAOIS BUSINESSES. FOR FURTHER

INFORMATION CONTACT MARY BUTLER 087-6323269




