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Twelfth Sunday
in Ordinary Time

5t. Peter & Paul
Feast Day 29th June

On Friday 16th June a gathering of recently confirmed young
people from across the Diocese gathered in Carlow Cathedral.
There were 34 from our parish and they were accompanied by
8 teachers. (photo below). They enjoyed a day of music and
interviews from fellow young people who are practicing
their faith. Please God our young people will be inspired to
continue to take their place in the tent of the Church.

More photos on page 13.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaoiseParis

E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie & Like J 5} fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois

fb.com/ portlaociselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Courage and Worth
Some people leave their homes
and go to work with the poorest
_of the poor in far flung third
~ world countries ... but we are
4 not those people. Some people
-~ fund raise tirelessly day in and
day out for thuse who are sick or homeless and
living in poverty ... but we are not those people.
Some people campaign endlessly to end injustice
and cruelty ... but we are not those people. We are
not those people! Why not?

We are capable of doing great things, but most of us
dont come anywhere near meeting our potential.
We are afraid to step out of the comfort zone of our
well-worn lifestyles, jobs and homes. We are afraid
of the unknown, of failure, disruption and
discomfort. In short, we lack the necessary courage.
In the face of a sometimes hostile and sceptical
world, Jesus asks us to have the courage of our
convictions. The Church today is built on the
courage of those who have refused to compromise

their beliefs. Today's gospel urges us to be
courageous. “Fear no one,” Jesus advises us. Why
fear those who c¢an make life temporarily
uncomfortable when God has our everlasting

interests at heart?

Today's gospel teaches us an important lesson;
courage is all to do with self-worth. If you feel you
are worthless you are easily intimidated, but if you
feel you do have worth, your conviction will lend you
real courage. So do we appreciate our worth? Jesus
convinces us that even the sparrows that are two a
penny have worth in God's eyes, so how much more
worth have we, We have an individual worth to God
who has counted each and every hair on our heads.
We all have great potential. We all have something
to offer .... no excuses, no exceptions.

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am

Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTIOMN, THE HEATH

Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA

Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after Spm Mass.

Summer Schedule for Vigil Masses
Saturday Evenings 6.30pm
From next Saturday, 1st July our Vigil Mass in
the Parish Church will be at 6.20pm.
S5pm Mass will not be celebrated
during the remainder of the Summer.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Myla Matilda Logue, Rinuccini
Caiden Henry Smyth, Dun Masc
Finn Darragh Mchiahon, Rathevan Heights
Who were baptised last weekend.

| land

Peter's Pence Collection takes place next Sunday

| The Peter's Pence Collection unites us in solidarity to the

Holy See and its works of charity to those in need. Your

‘generosity allows the Pope to respond to our suffering

brothers and sisters. Envelopes in Development Boxes.
Thank you for your support.

| |everyone

Saints Peter and Paul

Thursday 29th June

Feter and Paul represent two strikingly different
approaches to discipleship. Peter had to leamn
slowly, making many mistakes along the way.
Paul, on the other hand, came to the Faith
immediately and never backed away from his
zeal for Christ after that. We aim to imitate
these two great apostles in our own lives, Like
Peter, we know we are likely to fail and to get
things wrong, yvet we aim to persevere. Like
Paul, we must always be on fire for the Lord,
proclaim  Him to
and in ewvery
situation, no matter how
difficult it can sometimes be
to do so.

St. Peter and 5t. Paul
Patrons of our Parish
Pray for Us




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - 5pm. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST [} Atter the bell summer camp
HEARING AID | [7TH-21ST JULY 14TH-18TH AUGUS'I

€80 EURO PER WEEK
Consultant
Patricia Kilmartin
BAAT, KIRKAS, 10am - 2pm Ages 3-10
Pu L'-e o Secfor]

. t_‘amprehensiu‘a.!-{a-m"ing .-ﬂ.fvsus-rruzn‘r “ : e ek in 3Iudesr S H a c k 3‘
= Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG

AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS ports day,arts and |hcluded
R e s E”f tx.MeNy Play, i
* Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service) caven g er h u ntiﬂ inema @
s Ear Wax Removal Service .I.rip G

In Attendance ‘RY
10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois. sﬁ@

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only i}‘ Contact Christine Downes for more informatioq
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808 ﬁ] 541 0894281952
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.cor 2ien ’
Gl ey iy ' /4 christine.downes06@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

TRSTRIT SAFETY MEASIRRES IM PLACE, IM LINE WATH ADNWICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®™™




RAMPS &RAILS

F O R T H E M E

We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of
movement and steel handrails to provide safe
access for everyone

087-2675106

Laois Physiotherapy
- Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
JOHM SUGRUE &5 Adsc Adsere MNICOLA CALDBECE &5 piscd Addace
CONOR BOLTON &5 sse Misce

Cnfine booking. www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic. ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Services inclide
Manual Therapy
Exercise Prescription
Post-COperative Care Programmes
Taping
Home Visits
Dry Needling
Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Man: 8:30am - 6pm Thurs: 8:30am - 7:00pm
Twes: 8:30am-5:30pm  Fri:  9:30am - 5.30pm
Wed: 2:30am - 5. 30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regards, alf @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic

LAOIS JET WA S'H SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Clubvitae

" 20-meter
swimming pocl
and kids' pool

Full fitness suite
and weights area

Class Studio
Sauna
Steam Room

Jacuzzi

..- P R
"*'«cl.'#-.'mﬂ?

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est., Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Lanis

www.centrepointcarpets.ie
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CUISLE CANCER SUPPORT CENTRE
PORTLAOISE

CANCER
PRESENTATIONS

Are you a School, College, Club or Organisation?

We are now providing new cancer awareness talks &
presentations where we provide a Nurse to talk to your
group or school on the following:

1. Creating Awareness
2. Cancer Prevention
3. Cancer Types
4. Vaccinations
5. Cuisle Centre Services

Now taking bookings for
September, October & November 2023

. If you are interested in availing of this service,

» ° e 1 Please contact 057 8681492 , yi?
8% 5 email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie e e
» e °°, - Address: Block Road, Portlaoise, County Laois -, ®



\
\V VINCENT'S
|\ SUPPORTING THE WORK OF W THE SOCIETY OF 5T, VINCENT DE PAUL
In need of a new summer wardrobe? Our shop is fully stocked with lots
of beautiful summer wear for this amazing sunshine. We have clothing to
suit all ages and a large selection of accessories, shoes, and menswear, so
why not pop in and have a browse. All funds raised in our shop are used
%1in the community to help those in need. We are always delighted to

accept donations of clothing and shoes in good/wearable condition.

We would appreciate donations of school uniforms as
the school year comes to an end.

If you think you may have a few hours to spare and would
be interested in volunteering in our shop, please contact Amanda on

m 057 86 60486 for more information.

LAOIS ALZHEIMER
= . CAFE
Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise
Thursday 29t June at 11am

i | |
,n:"wﬁf'gTHE ALZHEIMER
ie e SOCIETY of IRELAND

ol

The Laois Alzheimer Café will provide a warm,
welcoming space for people with dementia, their family
and [riends, social and health care professionals, to
meet, exchange ideas and learnings. All are welcome.

For further information please contact Ann Munnelly

086-8372168 | amunnelly@alzheimer.ie
or Grainne Roche Duff 087-6075037

/4 Irish Blood
/ Transfusion Service

Seirbhis Fuilaistrichdin na hEireann

The Irish Blood Transfusion Service will
visit Portlaoise Mon. 26!"-Thurs. 29t June

Venue:- The Killeshin Hotel
Time:- 15:45pm - 20:00pm

DONATE BLOCD
SAVE A LIFE

=

Please be advised this is an
appointment based clinic.

To make an appointment call;

1800 222 111

AGE CLU®P

L. LAk

July 9th
2023

in aid of Kolbe Special
School

& other local charities!

Time: Starting at 12pm

Place: Corbally, Portlaoise Rd,
Abbeyleix, - o3
Co.Laois i\

Vintage Tractor & Car Display, Lorry/Motorbike /Engine & Rally Car
Display, Autojumble, Threshing, Country Market, Wheel of fortune,
Auction on the day of household & farmyard goods/supplies

& LOTS LOTS MORE!

For more infarmation contact; Chris BBTIS91972, Eddle DBSTSGA090, Seamus DB&1S02150
Email: RoheenVintage=outlook.com




{.1 MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise ~ ~wotwos a0 o

@V GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECLONSCHE: EXTEL ENCE. A o)

ORINTER YOU NEED: TO KNOW.

CRAPHIC . MERCHANDISES _ MAIL
P : PROMOTIONAL ==H AOKETING
DESIGH \ EMS ' : ' MARRENNG
= v 1EM.
- . : W
== (ORPORATE& WIDEFORMAT JEHICLE J | PRUCUREHENT
RETAILPRINT PRINTING : GRAPHICS PICKE&PACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TFE3
. 045 433569

FISHE ESTOWN ?."L. : ziftiﬂzz:;?gﬁbﬁ‘zt:e:wceﬂssociatiun
TRACTOR & TRUCK RUN

in aid of

mochuaprint.ie

Q000606

The annual presentation of pins to celebrate
Young Pioneer Membership, Silver (25 years),

&
LAO is_ . Gold (50 years) and Diamond or Fr. Cullen (60+
HOSPICE Palliative Care years) of pioneer membership will take place on

All Tractors & Lorries welcome Friday 30t June 2023 in
FHONN ¥ SR th ¥ rapao fny Portlaocise Parish Centre.

Mass at 7pm followed by presentation of pins
and certificates and light refreshments.

The presentation is open to members of the Pioneers
who joined in Portlaoise Parish and those who may
be living outside the parish now; and for Pioneers
now living in Portlanise Parish but who joined in
another parish.

nd
Sunday, 2 Jm‘y, 2023 @12 i Anyone wishing to avail of a Jubilee pin, please

The Final Furlong, Ballybrittas forward your details before Tuesday 13t June to
085-1354959 or portlacisepioneers@gmail.com

Commencing

Food + Music all day ! =
5 “_-_q:lr.'ll Gue

Bouncing Castle & Kids Fun Areq =gaetra 1 5;:'-"“

Midlands 703 Roadcaster Live r‘: phil

: Any person wishing to join as a Probation Member
or Full Member of the Pioneer association can also

Corrloe?
Peter 086 2853243 (iormics) forward their details to the above number or email.

Finduson €9 Dave 087 2729446 (7




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting
Powerwashing

15 years experience
Fully Insured

089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

] i i ]

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.

Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment,

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

CONNOLLY

Driving School
Approved ADI with the

Also we supply and fit and | \ater softener installation. RSA
[ERAIE Sagnnew, Aerial and Full Bathroom Renovations L5 ilabl
Satellite systems. Contact; & / €ss0ns available
057-8732998 Contact Alan; Contact;
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 086-3315292
Al CHIMNEY SWEEP ERAWAN LS
& CAM ERA SURVEYS THAI MASSAGE CARPENTRY SERVICES A

Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

Pepper's Court
Portlaoise
Open 7 Days

llam-7pm

083-0988602

Registered and fully insured
Budget Kitchens €£€E at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Fanel work,
Partitions and wainscoting.
Cutdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken.

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Bailers,
Qil Cookers B Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
REemaving all the old sludge and water that has bult up
in your radiaters and bailers over tha years with dean

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

CHILDMINDER REQUIRED
Kind, reliable lady needed to mind
children in our home (Mountrath)
7:30am to 5pm, Monday-Friday.
Requires minding 2 children, an 18
month old and 4 vear old starting

Junior Infants in September.

5l 13":':};?;,,? prslebiosdsledp bty 089-4890869 Good rates paid to suitable person.
086-3758503 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie Contact; 085-7704882
DS ! 1 ELECTRICIAN PODIATRIST
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE AVAILABLE MAY COLLINS

& GROUNDWORKS
Patio areas, driveways,
L, stump removal, lawns,
—a) kerbing, hedging,
fencing and drainage.
Call mow for 8 compatitive quota!
085-7759975

dsgroundworks22G@gmail.com

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

GARDENER
_ AVAILABLE

_ Also available for
general
handy work.

Experienced and local. Tel.

Jim 087-6885017

Grass Cutting,
Hedge Cutting,
Powerwashing
services available
Contact;
083-4327971

KPS CLEANING
& School Cleaning
s General House Cleaning
s Deep Cleaning
“. « e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices, schools, shops,
salons etc. Contact us for all your
cleaning needs.

087-9737073




Part/Full time Summer Camp Job
DeReach working with Spanish Students

% . 3 weeks 26/06/2023-13/07/2023 based
Recruitment f_\,ﬂ in Portlagise
Recruitment Consultant Urban Farm » Live, play and work in the great outdoors
s (30 on activity adventures
i « Learn leadership and training skills
Healthcare and Medical e W alea e ,ﬁengg 2
Recruitment Speﬂaffsts Plant Sale # Improve your team building skills
If interested please contact
Now Recruitin : : Lacis Language Centre by
& Frigay June S0th phone or whatsapp 087-1738844
« Nurses St Fintan's Campus, Portlacise
« Care Assistants 12pm to 3pm Part time English Teacher

» Social Care Waorkers wanted in Portlaocise

+ Home Caregivers 26" June to 14™ July 2023
during the mornings.

|

Call: — +3?13 89 2438 6113 : = If interested please contact
E-mail: inl ereachrecruitment.ie :
Office: +353 85 1487 892 _ Laois Language Centre by
i ) Hosted by % mentat wasitn phone or whatsapp
www.dereachrecruitment.ie kbt Henltipponn . R NS 087-1738844
y
EXPERIENCED HILDM NTE MARIAN AVEN UE
GARDENER 2 Children, 2 years old and [ —
= —— | Required for school hours and will be celebrated on
S To do boundary during school term time. =
he’dges Including borders, 3-4 days per week, flexible Tuesday
box hedging and ornamental, working arrangements. 2?th Jine
references available. Contact; Portlaoise/The Heath area.
Ray 085-2055198 Contact; 087-6846340 7pm

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre for an aftemoon of friendship, fun

and activities, We had a very successful variety show last Tuesday, played to a packed house. Congratulations to all

the members of active retirement and also the contingents from mens shed and 65 kitchen choir who enhanced the

show and not forgetting our very patient and committed producer/director Caroline, Also everyone who supported the

show, I hope I haven't left anyone out, if I have my apologies. This week's activities;

Monday 26™; Bowls in St. Mary's Sports Hall at 3pm.

Wednesday 28'"; End of season day party.

Thursday 29"; Cards and chat in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm. New members always welcome, tuition given.

Fer further mfermatmn please eentact B R O, Sheﬂe at 087- 52[!461? ;
g arish C = on . ot ;

Tnp Scure. L|am Mc(:artne'_f | 1t Ladv. Eettv I'~'I|.|r|;-h'gnr | 2“" Lar.lv. F‘addy Purcell | 1** Gent: Tom Gowing X -'

2" Gent: Angela Brennan | 1% Half: Breda Fitzpatrick | 2™ Half: Frank Keenan | 1™ Quarter: Mary Gowing '

3" Quarter: Sadie Chester | Raffle: 1 D. Carter | 2™ Norah Delaney | 3 C. Galvin | 4™ Molly O'Brien

5" Betty Murphy, Ann Marie Farrell. Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, ok

7.30pm in the Parish Centre. Anyone interested in learning to play, classes in the Parish Centre on Tuesdays from

10am to 11.30am.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Friday Morning Reflections on Sunday readings will recommence early September D.V.

Bus to Knock Shrine; The National Mary's Meals Annual Pilgrimage to Knock Shrine takes place on Saturday 1% July.

Bus will leave Roscrea at 9am. To book a seat (C20), please contact Angela at 089-4339592,

Emmanuel House Clonfert, Co. Galway; Day of Prayer with Healing Service, Saturday 1% July with first Saturday

devotions led by Eddie Stones and Team, starting at 1lam to 5pm. Talks, music, confessions, adoration and Holy

Mass. Please bring a packed |lunch.

An Information Sharing Evening and Ticket Distribution will take place in the Parish Centre on Wednesday 28
June at 7.30pm, for all pilgrims who are travelling to Lourdes. It is important that everyone or at least one member
from each family travelling attend this meeting to be aware of all the relevant information necessary.

Lourdes signed Mass Bouquets will be available from 16 June for anyone wishing to purchase them for a relative/
friend or an ill person and they will be included in our Masses on our pilgrimage. These signed Mass Bouquets are
available from Pat 086-3293068 or Teresa 087-2922787. Bouguets will also be available on the night of ticket
collection for pilgrims who prefer to get them prior to travelling, please bring your list.

Petitions; A box will be available in the Parish Church (beside Our Lady) for anyone wishing to place a petition that
they would like brought to Lourdes. No petitions will be collected after 3™ July. Please do not put money in the
envelope with your petitions.




His Eye Is on the Sparrow

Are you ever afraid? Do you ever worry? Are you ever discouraged?
Here are some things that might cause worry, fear or
discouragement:

. Loneliness
- Feeling neglected
. Feeling that you don't have any friends

. Failure in school or other activities
. Iliness or injury
. Criticism from others

Today I want to tell you a story about a woman named Civilla Martin who wrote a song about
overcoming fear, worry, and discouragement. Mrs. Martin and her husband were visiting a
couple named Mr. and Mrs. Doolittle who lived in Elmira, New York. Mr. Doolittle was crippled
and had to move about a wheelchair. Mrs. Doolittle had been confined to bed for over twenty
vears. Despite the problems they faced in life, they always seemed to be have a cheerful
outlook on life. Mr. Martin asked Mrs. Doolittle, "How do you manage to remain so joyful
when you face so many problems?" Mrs. Doolittle's reply was simple. "If God has his eye on
the sparrow, then I know he is watching over me."

Mrs. Martin was so touched by Mrs. Doolittle's reply that she wrote a poem that was to
become the basis for a song that has brought peace and comfort to people for over a hundred
years.

"Why should I feel discouraged? Why should the shadows come? Why should my heart feel
lonely, and long for heaven and home? When Jesus is my portion, a constant friend is He. His
eye is on the sparrow and I know He watches over me. His eye is on the sparrow; and I
know He watches me. I sing because I'm happy. I sing because I'm free! His eye is on the
sparrow; and I know He watches me. His eye is on the sparrow; and I know He watches me.”
The next day Civilla Martin mailed the poem to Charles Gabriel, a gospel songwriter, who
wrote a tune for it, "The rest," as they say, "is history."

The truth of the message of the song, "His Eye Is on the Sparrow" is found in our Gospel
today. In Matthew chapter 10, Jesus was teaching his disciples that even though they were
going to be facing some difficult times as his followers, they should not be afraid. He said to
them, "Two sparrows are sold for one copper coin, but not one single sparrow can fall to the
ground without your Father knowing it. So don't be afraid, you are more valuable to God than
a whole flock of sparrows."

Isn't that amazing? God knows everything that we go through. Nothing that happens to us
that he doesn't know about. When we feel lonely and totally abandoned, when it seems that
our prayers are unanswered, when everything seems hopeless, God knows and God cares.

ﬁ Father, we know that your eye is on the sparrow, and we know that you are
ﬁf‘u watching over us. In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.




YOU ARE PRECIOUS IN HIS SIGHT

So don't be afraid; you are more valuable to God than a whole flock of
sparrows. Matthew 10:31.

ra

3
3
S &
7
8
ACROSS DOWN ‘
2. The spiritual part of a person 1. The physical part of a person
4. A small copper coin 3. The part of the body that
5. The value of something contains the eyes, nose,
7. To be fearful or anxious about mouth, ears and the brain
something 6. Threa_udlike structures
8. A common, small, grey-brown growing on the head of a
bird person.
WORTH SOUL SPARROW HEAD
HAIR PENNY AFRAID BODY

You are a child of God.

)
Dont You are wonderfully made, dearly loved,
fo et' and precious in his sight.
r‘j e Before God made you, he knew you

There is no one else like you.




Recently, Cardinal Dolan of New York celebrated Mass in
St. Patrick’s Cathedral to mark the end of the diocesan
phase of the cause for the canonisation of Dorothy Day.
The box of documents containing the evidence to support
her cause, collected over a 23 year process, which
included interviews with those wha knew her and a
thorough scrutiny of her published work in books and
articles was placed before the altar. It was bound by a
red ribbon which was stamped with a hot wax seal to be
forwarded to the Vatican congregation for Saint’s Causes,
Dorothy Day died in 1980 in New York.

Pope Francis, in an address to a joint session of Congress
in Washington in 2015, named Dorothy Day, aleng with
Abrabham Lincoln, Martin Luther King Inr. and Thomas
Merton as examples of American citizens who embodied
the best of American culture and history., Francis
concluded his speech thus: "a nation can be considered
great when it strives for justice and the cause of the
oppressed as Dorothy Day did by her tireless work..."” He
said that Day’s social activism, her passion for justice and
for the cause of the oppressed were inspired by the
Gospel, her faith and the example of the saints.

The story of her spiritual journey is utterly fascinating. It
is captured beautifully in the latest documentary on her
life entitled, "Revolution of the Heart: the Dorothy Day
Story"”, which has just been released. It was produced by
Martin Doblmeier, She was a radical atheist, committed
to the ideal of socialism, dismissing as superstition the
doctrines of the Christian faith, She suffered the
heartache of failed love affairs, including a divorce and
procuring an illegal abortion.

She hung out with radical socialists, communists and
literary figures such as Eugene O'Neill in Greenwich
Village in New York in the 1920s. Her reputation for
alcohol consumption was legendary. Reputedly, she could
hold her liguor “better than any gangster” at the time,
drinking until dawn in famous bars such as "Hell Hale"
But she was unsettled. One occasion, during an all-night
session, she remembers Eugene of O'Neill reciting the
famous poem by Francis Thompson, “the Hound of
Heaven,” which depicts God as a hound relentlessly
pursuing the soul, offering peace and mercy, prompting
reflection on her own destiny. Strangely, she often found
herself slipping into Mass at 6am in St Joseph’s Church an
Sixth Avenue after a night's drinking.

After the birth of her child, Tamar, she faced a major
crisis in her life. This was a decisive moment for her. She
was overjoyed, and sensing almost immediately that the
“incomprehensible emotions of motherhood must connect
to a supernatural source.” “No human creature could
receive or contain so vast a flood of love and joy as I
often have felt after the birth of my child,” she claimed.
"“With this came the need to worship, to adore.” No doubt
the Christmas story of the birth of the Christ-child to
Mary would have resonated in her soul. She decided to
have her baby baptised, even though she herself had not
yet converted to Catholicism.

Time to Think!

Dorothy Day - An Inspirational Lady

lution
of the Heart

The Dorothy Day Siory

"I felt it was the greatest thing I could do for a child,” she
claimed, as it would ground the baby’'s life in purpose and
meaning. But Dorothy felt that she too should be baptised
and join the Church. "I felt Catholicism was something,
rich, real and fascinating but I felt outside,” she wrote in
her memoir. Unfortunately for Day, her common-law
husband, Foster Batterham, whom she deeply loved, was
totally averse to institutional religion. Dorothy felt she
had no option but to leave him If she were to be baptised
into the Church. Separating from him broke her heart. In
her memoir, "The Long Loneliness,” she wrote of her love
for him: "I loved him in every way, as a wife and as a
mother... It was killing me the thought of leaving him.”

She was baptised Catholic in December 1927,

She wanted the practice of her faith to be expressed in
practical ways. She had no time for the pious who prayed
and attended service on Sunday but failed to respond to
the social needs of their neighbour. One line in the
Christmas story which reads “there was no room for them
at the inn,” offered a profound challenge to Dorothy
throughout her life. She was co-founder of the
Catholic Worker Movement, which according to many
commentators became the most successful lay movement
in the history of the modern Church. Houses of hospitality
were established to take care of the poor and homeless,
or anyone stricken by illness or the trials of modern life.
MNobody was turned away.

The Christmas story which grounds the fundamental
doctrine of the Christian faith, The Incarnation, the Divine
embracing our humanity and our history, was the
fundamental principle which inspired Dorothy throughout
her life. She believed that Christ appeared in every
human situation, but especially in the faces of the poor...
“that they are lesus, and what you do for them you do
for him. It is the only way of knowing and believing in our
love.” lesus identified with the |east, and so, for Day,
Christ appeared in every poor person who came to share
a meal at a house of hospitality. She lived with the poor
and the destitute in the House of Hospitality in Manhattan
in Mew York, embracing a life of poverty, Darothy

Day is a saint for our time and a great inspiration for us
all. Every saint has a past and every sinner has a future.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddyvbyrne, now over 29,900 folfowers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish websife; www. portlaoiseparish.ie/articles



‘Taking Our Place in the Tent’ Gathering

- Some more photos from the
celebration on Friday 16th
June in the Cathedral.
Pictured below is Veronika
Onuorah from our own
Parish who was interviewed together with
: Bishop Denis, Karl Lennon (Naas) and Ruth
Pirie (Graiguecullen & Killeshin) by Colm
Flynn, a broadcaster who works with EWTN
and the BBC.

St. Peter and St. Paul

Patrons of our Parish
29th June

0 holy Apostles, Peter and Paul, intercede for us.
Protect, 0 Lord, your people who trust in the
patronage of your Apostles, Peter and Paul, and by
their constant protection protect your people.
Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Fatima Pilgrimage 2023

Photos from the recent parish Pilgrimage to Fatima. Sr. Sybil lighting a candle in our sacred space
where all the petitions were placed during the week and where we especially remembered our
deceased loved ones, those who are sick and all those who have asked for our prayers.
Pictured also is the Fatima Committee with Fr. David (Spiritual Director).
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| OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(1]
TF

(1 (1] (1]

Bride Reilly
née McDonald
Rathmoyle
House,

Abbeyleix

Even ﬂgmigﬁ P walk fﬁmz@rﬁ the darkest
Uﬂﬁ%}‘, ) (rsm' g evil- f}}r ' You are with me;
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MAY SHE REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to Bride’s family.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by legging on to
the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.iefdeathnolices

ak Ak 'y dk

No Tomorrows

Somewhere beyond the heavens
I know that's where you are.
| see you when the sun sets
You are that shining star,

Ak

When stormy days surround me
You're the rainbow that appears.
And the gently falling rain
I know they are your tears.

They'll be no more tomorrows
ou're all my yesterdays.
But those memories we both made

t Will stay with me always.

In Loving Memory of
OLIVER BARTLEY

91 St Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
8" Anniversary occurs 27" June 2023

" . Dad, I miss you Efufer'yday,
/ You were so precious and
unique, a guiding light
throughout my life,
You were my strength when
I was weak.

Happy memories flood my
mind whenever I think of you,
but you can never be replaced,

that much is sadly true.

The fact that you're no longer here still fills my

heart with pain, I wish I had just one last chance
to talk with you again.
I shall always remember the closeness we had,
I love you and miss you so much,
My kind and thoughtful Dad.

Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by his

daughter Monalisa, son-in-law Donal and
grandchildren Darryl and Stefan.

Mo special time is neaded for us to think of yvou,
To us you were someone special and we thought
the world of you,

Your memaory is our greatest treasure,

To have, to love, and keep forever,

Time slips by, life goes on, but in our hearts you
are never gone,

Loved and missed by his sons John, Oliver, Shay
and Darren, daughters-in-law, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and the Bartley family.

Oliver's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated on
Saturday 1% July at 6:30pm in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church.

CMay Oliver Rest in ' Reace

In Loving Memory of
KATHLEEN O’ DOWD

Cherrygarth, Portlaoise.
20" Anniversary occurs 28" June 2023,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
- in 5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
‘ on Sunday 25" June at 10am.

Peace is the serenity of the soul,
The tranguillity of the mind,
And the simplicity of the heart.

Sadly missed by all her loving family.
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In Loving Memory of a wonderful Anniversary Remembrance
In Loving Memory of

Sister and Aunt
ANNA MAY DUNNE

Clonkeen.
5" Anniversary occurs 29" June 2023.

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs,

Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind,

' Always remembered by your loving family.

Rest in Reave Anna CMay

In Loving Memory of
NUALA McNAMARA

née Deevy
Ross, Ballyfin, Portlaoise.
3" Anniversary occurs Sunday 25" June 2023

Three years ago to this day, we had to
do the hardest thing in the whole world,
Say “goodbye” for the last time,

To a wife, mother and grandmother
who had a huge heart,

So many memaories are our keepsake,
For which we hold them close in our
hearts.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5t. Fintan's
Church, Ballyfin on Saturday 24" June at 8pm and can
also be viewed on the Ballyfin parish webcam.

Loved and always remembered by Dan and family,
Mary, Liam and Una, Marguerite and Jchn, John,
Pauline and Eddie and her loving grandchildren xxxxx

CMay Nuals Rest in Eternal Reave

This Weeh's Legion Prayer Intercession

May the month of the Sacred Heart be a
time of renewal and deepening of our
faith. May it inspire us to live with
greater love, compassion and mercy,
reflecting the heart of Christ in all that
we do. And may the flame of love
burning within the Sacred Heart,
illuminate our lives and guide us
towards eternal communion with God.

Follow us on Facebook
Search Legion of Mary Portlaoise

Portlaoise Road, Abbeyleix. 3 Anniversary; 23 June

el

PAULINE FLANAGAN

31" Anniversary occurred 19" June 2023.

e
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SEAN BUCKLEY

¥
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We miss you in 5o many ways,
We miss the things you use to say,
And when old times we do recall,
It's then, we miss you most of all.
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Loved and remembered by
Lisa, Sarah, Paddy and Daniel xx

Rest in Reace Nbean
In Loving Memory of ?
Will those who think of Pauline today.

A little prayer to Jesus say.
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Dunamaise House, Stradbally.
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Sadly missed by Joe and Anita, Seamie,
Alicia, Minnie, Riley, Eamonn, Lauren
and Shauna.

Reast in Peace Pauline

?

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
inn 5ts. Peter & Poul's Parish Church,
on Saturday 1*" luly at 6.30pm.
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In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL CONROY

Beladd, Portlamise.
1" Anniversary occurs 1% July 2023.

-
i

Sadly missed, loved and remembered
by his loving wife Claire and family.
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In Loving Memory of
JOHN DOWLING

Derrydavy, Mountmellick.
1 Anniversary occurs 28" June 2023,

\ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
&1 Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on

W

Wi

Thursday 29" June at 7.30pm.
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Deep in our hearts you will always stay,
Loved and remembered everyday.

i

Wi

John is sadly missed by his sister, brothers
and extended family.

Rast in Reace ~John
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+ KEEGAN'’S +
| FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

-
®

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

(1)

(1]

(1)
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractars)
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Contact;
057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137 : s
MNIALL;

086-2770095
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Portlaoise
Stone Centre

We supply an extensive range of headstones and

dik

plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photas - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.
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Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

(1]

(1

(1

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
. Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@portlacisestone.ie
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i‘ MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN .
‘ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

Far the perfect tribute card for your loved one
= oiir bespoke memorial cards,

Cremte o colfage of images ifinstrating
the life af your loved e with our
expert Design Team,

All our Cards are individnally designed
wniguee keepsakes, with mo hidden charges

Sfor addidonal phatos or images. \

Ponilaoise, Co. Lao
BO5T &6 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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RUACH
RESIDENTIAL
ENGLISH RETREAT

L
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(DELIVERANCE &
INNER HEALING SESSIONS)
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Venue:
De La Salle retreat Centre
Elderfield, Castletown
Co Laois, R32 NeDs
BOORKING STARTED
www.afemireland.ie
RETREAT COSTS : €180 PER PERSON

LED BY

FR. PRINCE PANACHITHARA 8.

E Peggy: 087 123 6603 Oonagh: 086 173 6181
® Limited places available so early registration essential.
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dear wituess fo wme, says
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Results for
22" June 2023

(01)(04)(05) (18)

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Kenneth Byrne Parish Centre
Pat McEvoy Lisa McEvoy
Caroline Byrne 1 Lily Whelan
Carmel McEvoy Match Anne Young
Anna May & Eddie 35_ Peter Ryan
John Conroy o Parish Centre
Mick Rigney Jnr 100 Kathleen Rigney
Eddie Kirwan each M Farrell
Ava Hosey Pam Killeen
Anthony Deegan Gerry Dooley
Play PARISH
LEOLE

wwrw.portlaolseparish.le

Follow U= @PortlaciseParis

& Like Us Q@
Next Week's Jackpot is €20,000

partlaciseparishlacis

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

;‘i | Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

()

ﬁ_' Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Simon Jin

.= il Deacon Eugene Keyes
¥l Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only

Tel: 057 8621364

Twelfth Week in Ordinary Time
Jeremiah 20:10-13 | Psalm: 68:8-10. 14. 17. 33-35
Romans 5:12-15 | Matthew 10:26-33

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES52AIBKS3327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAMN: IE12ZAIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safepuarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlaoiseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie
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New Lawn Constructtons
Sod/Seed optrons

086 770 55 | 0
057 864 6339
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