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in Ordinary Time

On this special day for Grandparents and the
Elderly, we pray that they may always enjoy
dignity, respect and appreciation for the
contributions they have made

to family and friends.
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‘The Parish Centre 057 8621142

E-mail: iﬂfu@portlaﬁisafﬁaﬁsﬁiia & Likte Us

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www. purtlamseparlsh.le WWW. kandle.le



Wheat and
Weeds

Jesus compares the
Kingdom of Heaven to a
field in which the master j§
has sown good seed. In §
the night, an enemy EeF&
comes and plants
weeds, so when the crop
grows it is a mixture of
wheat and weed. The
servants’ instinct is to pull the weeds out, but the master
demands that the bad grow alongside the good .. he
himself will sort the wheat from the weeds at the final
harvest,

It's & typical Palestinian problem, the darnel weed, which
looks just like wheat in its early stages is a menace to the
harvest. The roots of the darnel weed intertwine with the
roots of the wheat. To pull the darnel out can jeopardise
the harvest. Similarly, just as it's hard to tell the difference
between wheat and darnel, so it's not always easy for us to
tell the difference between good and evil. A bad person can
change and become good, and a seemingly good person
might not be as virtuous as we imagine. It's best if we
refrain from judging; this job is best left to God.

In films and novels, the good guys always win and the bad
guys always get their come-uppance. Happy endings satisfy
our human sense of justice, but in reality justice seems
strangely elusive. We come up against evil time and time
again. Sometimes we get so angry that we want to take
justice into our own hands. Sometimes we are incensed
that God can allow evil to grow alongside good, but before
we get too irate, maybe we need to stop and take a good
long look in the mirror. What makes us so sure that we're
not weeds too? Where did we get that assurance that we
are represented in the parable as the wheat?

Rarely is reality black and white. We all have good and bad
inside us. We all need to change, and we all deserve the
opportunity to make those changes. Perhaps this is the
reason Jesus' advises us to leave the evil to grow alongside
the good. As Martin Luther King Inr. once said, "God's
purpose is not wrathful judgement. God's purpose is
redemption, and the road to redemption is by way of
recanciliation.”

Mass times for the coming week
(Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm {Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15%am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS

Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Harry Chris Coleman, Clondarrig Court
Hugh David Nevin, Oakpark
Meil Jerusalem Salami, Mill Court
Jude Anne Cloherty, Ashton Manor
Elise loan Cloherty, Ashton Manor
Phoebe Ciit Cloherty, Ashton Manor
Sadie Mary Delaney, Quail Run, Maryborough Village
Who were baptised last weekend.

World Day for Grand-
parents and the Elderly

Sunday, 23 July 2023

Pope Francis has instituted a
World Day for Grandparents
and the Elderly on this day. Identifying with the
more senior members of our society, he says “The
whole Church is close to you — to us — and cares
about you, loves you and does not want to leave
you alone!” “.... We should cherish the elderly and
recognise that there's no retirement age from the
work of proclaiming the Gospel and handing down
traditions to grandchildren.”

The date chosen ties in with the feast day of Saints

Joachim and Anne:- 26th July
By tradition Joachim and Anne are considered to be
the names of the parents of Mary, the Mother of
God. We have no historical evidence, however, of
any elements of their lives, including their names.
Any stories about Mary's father and mother come
to us through legend and tradition. However, a
lovely idea to use this date to celebrate the
contribution of parents everywhere.
Happy Grandparents Day.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

Mulhall’s Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday %am - 5pm. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST ©
HEARING AID |
Consultant

Patricia Eilmartin
B.AA.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

{2H+ Jears r"c,un:'_.'_'l'a-'.l.ln:'r' walth Proivale &
Public Sector)

» Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

* Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

* Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
# Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
+ Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)

= FEar Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall an Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*ESTRICT SAFETY MEASLRRES IN PLACE, IN LIME WYTH ADAVICE OF THE GOWERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

RAMPS & RAILS

F O R T

H E
We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of
movement and steel handrails to provide safe

access for everyone

@B

O/ cc

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?




. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise - fouws - o e
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

KNOW

B0} MAIL
PUBLICATIONS MARKENNG
VEHICLE PROCUREMENT,
GRAPHICS DICK & PACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Lacis, R32 EH11 H .

e mochuaprint.ie

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83

{_045433559 @0@0@@

clubvitae Laois Physiotherapy

Clinic
live life physically well

s 20-meter
swimming pool L4 " m =
and kids' pool ' The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
JOHM SUGRUE &% adse MNICOLA CALDBECK &5 adifor adaace

Full fitness suite = CONOR BOLTOM &5cat
and weights area

: i Online bhooking: www. laoisphysiotherapyolinic. fe
f Class Studio _ e \7) || Tobookby phone: 087 666 4808

¢/ Sauna | Serwices include

o Steam Room . e ‘ Manual Therapy

Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Frogrammes
Taping

Home Visits

o Jacuzzi

Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Maon: 8:30am - 6pm Thirs: 8:30am - F200mm
Twes: B:30am - 5:30pm Fri: 9-30am -5 30pm
Wed: 8:30am -5 30pm

Tharnks as afways for your support
Kind Regard's, alf @ Laois Physiotherapy Clhinic
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CUISLE CANCER SUPPORT CENTRE
PORTLAOISE

CANCER
PRESENTATIONS

Are you a School, College, Club or Organisation?

We are now providing new cancer awareness talks &
presentations where we provide a Nurse to talk to your
group or school on the following:

1. Creating Awareness
2. Cancer Prevention
3. Cancer Types
4. Vaccinations
5. Cuisle Centre Services

Now taking bookings for
September, October & November 2023

. If you are interested in availing of this service,

" ! Please contact 057 8681492 g 5
4 email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie g 2
. - Address: Block Road, Portlaoise, County Laois - . %e



BASKETBALL TRIALS

P'EIHTLP.IJi:E

PANGHERS

B L A s s I c > T 1
€100
PER TEE BOX
2 u 2 3 TIMESHEET BOOKING,
: 0872907762

BOYS U11-U16 NEW PLAYERS
GIRLS U12-U18 WELCOME
NO EXPERIENCE TEXT 0851520063

26T AUGUST GOLF IRELAND AND NON GOLF
-l REQUIRED TO REGISTER

IRELAND PRIZES
2023 £160 PER TEAM
INCLUDES 6000Y BAG

PRIZES AND PRESENTATIOMN
\J ; LOTS OF FANTASTIC PRIZES TO

BE WON INC. NEAREST TO PIN
AND LONGEST DRIVE
PRESENTATION TO FOLLOW
AFTER THE GOLF IN CLUBHOUSE

PORTLAOQISE GC
ABBEYLEIX ROAD
PORTLAOISE

New Lawn Constructions
Sod/Seed oprfons

Rob HC anmg Solutfons
Sales/Ins taﬂatran/Serwce

*!‘r )-ti 'h ol 'l._.- -f I. .“‘"

« Industrial « Commercml

086 770 5510
057 864 6889




Farm House High Tea S W
14’ N w g]a‘:
Hand-cut sandwiches | LA i

freshly baked scones | In‘fh_ﬁ?}?"’t
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and divine sweet cakes

Every Friday Night | o Stradbally, Co. Laois
]930 = 22-30 _ Allhr:JLJF:-.'u\rt IL'anl.(s’

Campfire music nights €10 off with
this voucher.

Enchanting night under

stars with cover hit songs! {, .. - _ o .
| po . +353-83-8819218

Open to all, free entry for

kids! ‘_ i b - Inchhouseireland.ie
Grab tickets on Eventhrite , e e
MEMBER OF
Irish Society

/) Chartered
Physiotherapists Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

Neck and Shoulder Pain + NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
Back Pain « NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Hip Pain Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Knee Pain
Foot and Ankle Pain

BRIAN GLYNN £y
PHYSIOTHERAPY SOSAD Ireland

Lanis GAL LOETE Centre of Excellence, Portlacise

BOOK VIA
T: OB58763866

Web: www . brianglynnphysiotherapy.com © 1 8 0 0 9 0 1 9 0 9

THE PRIESTS

in CONCERT

We're here to listen, night or day.

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring aR DEMAND
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses BACK BY POPUL

- Bedroom Furniture Friday 29th September
CATHEDRAL OF THE ASSUMPTION, THURLES
T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com CO nce rt: 8 . o o p m

Kylekiproe Ind. Est.,, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois
: . Information at: paicket
www.centrepointcarpets.ie Thurles Parish Office 0504 22229 [E3ki3




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting
Powerwashing

15 years experience
Fully Insured

089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

] 1 i ]

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

8 EXPERIENCED
= GARDENER

\ AVAILABLE
2 Todo boundary
hedges. including borders,
box hedging and ornamental,
references available. Contact;

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 Ray 085-2055198
Al CHIMNEY SWEEP ERAWAN

& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaocise
Open 7 Days

1lam-7pm

083-0988602

ARPENTRY SERVICE ,
Registered and fully insured ‘
Budget Kitchens €CCE at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,

Fartitions and wainscoting.
Outdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undartaken,

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
Jil Cookars & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving all the ofd sludge and water that has built up

in your radiators and boilars aver tha years with clean
water and [nhibitors to reduce fual bills and save money

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaocise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

BUS DRIVERS WANTED

— D or D1 licence holders,
%‘a School runs and other
work available.
Mon.-Fri. work, weekend work
available if you like.
Contact Edwyn Siney;

Ballyfin, Portlacise. Call: 089-4890869 086-3046262
086-3758503 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie sineybushire@gmail.com
DS 1 ELECTRICIAN LAWN CUTTING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
& GROUNDWORKS

; Patio areas, driveways,
o stump removal, lawns,
—) kerbing, hedging,
fencing and drainage.
Calf now for a8 compatitive guote!
085-7759975

dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

|
~®% AVAILABLE

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

SERVICES
Laois area
No lawn too big or small
Grass removal if needed
Feel free to call if you have
any questions;
Shaun 085-1754009

GARDENER
_ AVAILABLE

. Also available for
general
handy work.

Experienced and local. Tel.

Jim 087-6885017

Grass Cutting,
Hedge Cutting,
Powerwashing
services available
Contact;
083-4327971

KPS CLEANING
# School Cleaning
» General House Cleaning
s Deep Cleaning
- -~ e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices, schools, shops,
salons ete. Contact us for all your
cleaning needs.
087-9737073




DeReach

Recruitment
Recruitment Consultant

Healthcare and Medical
Recruitment Specialists

Now Recruiting;

e Nurses

» Care Assistants

# Social Care Workers
+ Home Caregivers

BUSINESS OWNERS
Are you a business owner that
never has enough time, just
can't seem to get everything
done but do not have the
budget to hire more people?
Would you like to have
someone to support you that
you can lean on?

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tal;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

Do you need someone to help
You review current operations,
finance, staffing, structures,
policies and processes?
Call Maureen 086-1742147

CONNOLLY

Driving School
Approved ADI with the

Cail Ao e AR B in confidence. RSA
E-mail: infn@der;achrecruitment.ie Qualified Accountant, MBA, Lessons available
Office: +353 85 1487 892 Eﬂ:ream rﬂISS":Esecfarm ; Contact;
. . operations, project managemen
www.dereachrecruitment.ie & Finance funclions. 036'33 15 29 2
“‘i PUPS FOR SALE FOR SALE

Down Syndrome Ireland - Laois Branch

Lacis Down Syndrome
Church Gate Collection
23™ July
Your support would be greatly
appreciated

Mother Rottweiler, pedigree,
registered. Father Belgian
shepherd flat back, very loyal,
very suitable as family pet,
price reasonable, can deliver.
Contact; 085-2820502

Nissan Qashgai 2010,
1.5 litre diesel, 200,000km,
red, 5-door hatchback,
genuine reason for selling,
€3,000 o.n.0. Contact;

089-4414286

[FOR SALE

Stanley Qisin Stove €140

Gents Mountain Bike, as new,
small size, €120

AGA Cooker Hood, black,
900mm approx. 35", in box,
€200

Contact; 086-8067927

ACCOMMODATION
AVAILABLE

Two double rooms available

to rent, 15 minutes drive
from Portlaoise. Contact; €364, COﬂtElCt,

089-4414286 089-4830552

FOR SALE

Chair, tan, recliner,
electric, as new,

PILGRIMAGE TO

KN K SHRINE
Sunday 20" August
Bus leaves Portlaoise at
8.45am. Book your seat
with deposit to;
Maura 087-1210263
Helena 087-9611331

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla, 087-2068972

{) seandoylelightengineering; Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines,
winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

For Sale; 2016 White Hyundai automatic, passed NCT March 23, immaculate
condition, 25,000 mileage, open to offers. Tel, 089-4290216 anytime.
Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 18" July;
Top Score: B. Murphy | 1* Lady: K. Farrell | 2™ Lady: B. Kennedy
1* Gent: A. O'Dowd | 2™ Gent: C. Brennan | 1% Half: T. Mulhare
2™ Half: F. Keenan & C. Gavin | 2" Quarter: M. Delaney _ l/
4* Quarter: P. Murphy | 13 Tricks: A. M. Farrell & M. Flanagan e
Raffle: 1 P. Stephens | 2" B. Cahill | 3" M. Delaney | 4" T. Gowing o
5 B. Murphy | 6 C. Fitzpatrick | 7" M. Delaney | 87 N. Delaney

Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night,
7.30pm in the Parish Centre. Anyone interested in l2arning to play, classes in
the Parish Centre on Tuesdays from 10am to 11.30am.

Laois Alzheimer Society have vacancies on their Community Employment
Scheme for Home Care Workers/Carers. Applicants welcome from all areas in
Laois. For further information please ring Ann Munnelly 086-8372168.
RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Petition Wall in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church; Please pray for all
petitions and you are welcome to place a petition on the wall at any time,

i i
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Weeds in the Garden

I have weeds in my garden. I made sure that I planted my garden in
good soil, and vet, I still have weeds, As you probably know, one of
the biggest enemies of a good garden is weeds. Weeds will rob the
soil of the nutrients that help your plants to grow and many times

they will choke out good plants. What can you do? Well, you could
take a hoe and chop down the weeds, but if you do that, you will
probably chop down some of the good plants by accident,

Another way to get rid of the weeds is to buy some weed killer. This stuff will really kill the weeds. The
biggest problem with weed killer is that it doesn't know a tumble weed from a tomato plant. It kills
every plant that it touches. Sometimes, it is best just to leave the weeds alone until it is time to
harvest the crop. Then you can separate the weeds from the good plants.

One time Jesus told a story that compared his church to a garden that was infested with weeds.
Sometimes there may be people in the church that don't really belong. They do things that aren't very
loving and they don't seem to believe what the Gospel teaches. They sometimes say hateful things
about the other members of the church and try to hurt them. They are like weeds in a garden.

We have to be very careful about trying to remove those people from the church. In his story, Jesus
said that we shouldn't worry about pulling up the weeds that grow around us. If we do, we may do
more harm than good. He suggests that we leave the weeds for God to take care of - and concentrate
on doing what he wants us to do - which is producing good fruit.

Whenever you see someone in the church that you don't think should be there, before you grab your
hoe or your weed killer, remember the advice of Jesus. Just leave it up to God to separate the weeds

from the good plants. If we try to take matters into our own hands, we will probably do more harm.

Prayer

Dear Father, help us to love one another and leave the matter
of judgment in your hands. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

More than a sign

Sometimes, we can look and look, search, long, beg and
pray for a secret message from God, just for us. But Jesus
is right there in front of us, in our neighbour, in the poor, in
the sacraments and in his word. Jesus loves us, draws us to
holiness, and fills our hearts with the wisdom of God.




"When the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds

The Parable of the Weeds

also appeared.” Matthew 28:26 (NIV)

1

2

3

ACROSS

3. The time of gathering crops.

5. Stories told by Jesus to teach his

followers.

7. A plant that crowds out the good plants.
8. A building used for storing grain and

housing farm animals.

DOWN

1. The place where God is.

2. A grain that is ground into flour used in

cooking.

4. A small pod placed in the ground to
grow a plant.

WEEDS BURN SEED HARVEST
HEAVEN WHEAT BARN PARABLE
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@ﬁ% Congratulations to all the couples recently married in
i PORTLAOISE PARISH
Every good wish and blessing for a happy future together.

Ellen Healy and Gearoid Buckley who were Rachel O’ Connell and Cathal McNamara who

married in the Parish Church, on Friday 23 [une. were married in the Parish Church,
Celebrant; Fr. David Vard on Friday 16% June, Celebrant; Msgr. John Byrne
Ciara 0" Reilly
and
Michael Lalor
who were

married in the
Parish Church,
on Saturday
3rd fune.
Celebrant;
Fr. David Vard

Chelsea Erasmus
and
James Conlon who
were married in the

LA
|
!

Church of the
Zita Dillon and David Sutton, who were Assumption,
married in the the Heath, on
Church of the Immaculate Conception, Saturday 3 June.
Rathfeigh, Co. Meath Celebrant;

on Friday 9 June.
Celebrant; Msgr. fohn Byrne

Msgr. John Byrne
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Every institution needs to be accountable, transparent and
discerning. We hawve lived through the conseguences af poor
governance and its drastic consequences from Church to
Banking, the latest on this Island is our National Broadcaster,

RTE did what institutions tend to do. It created an elite and
inevitably a culture of precedence and entitlement followed. It
also side-lined a defining principle of good governance -
everyone has to be supervised. And, the twin fissures in the
system, garnished by the glamour and allure of television,
created the illusion that less was more. Thus, RTE ended up
believing that the ancinted, the invented and the ordinary,
regardless of talent, given particular attention and adulation,
were 'stars’.

RTE, imagining it was the BBC, invented a monster. So the
monster {or the crocodile) was fed and, as nature would have
it, the crocodile kept coming back for maore. The process was
facilitated by allowing presenters be ‘contractors” and to
employ agents to exert as much pressure as possible an the
RTE management. As is the way, the bottom line was the fear
that RTE's self-generated ‘stars’ might withdraw from the
station and put at risk the |ucrative adwvertising revenue of
specific programmes on which the station had come fto
depend,

The monster that RTE created has, inevitably it seems, come
to threaten its very existence. Living beyond its means with
its resources compromised by agents and adding nothing to
its core work value but milking fortunes from the enterprise,
there was a creeping inevitability about the present
implosion. Keeping sweet the few 'contractors’ whose natural
talent was of significant benefit to the station encouraged
those of significantly lesser ability to imagine and to receive
undue recompense for their belief that they too were stars in
the RTE galaxy and that they too could be ‘contractors’
drawing from the same lucrative well. There wera {naturally)
very few Ryan Tubridys who might be enticed by the larger
players In the BBC or ITV but RTE ended up owver-lavishing
their bounty in the sense of giving special treatment to an
ever-expanding coterie of very ordinary talents.

The truth is that RTE itself unnecessarily boosted the profiles
of average presenters (not least through the RTE Guide) and
turned them into celebrities who naturally exploited their
celebrity status to extract increased levels of fees both inside
and outside Montrose. The truth too is that besides the 20 or
more untouchable 'stars’ creaming the gold dust there are
competent hundreds willing and available to replace them, for
a fraction of the cost,

The heresy RTE has created is that presenting programimes
on radio or television demands exceptional talent. It doesn't.
It's not rocket science or brain surgery. And paying
‘personalities”  for  presenting news  programmes or
interviewing sports people or listening on the phone to the
public complaining for five or ten hours a week should not
merit the salary of a brain surgeon. Maore pointedly should Joe
Duffy, a talented communicator In his own right, actually
merit a salary of €350,000 - €120,000 more than what An
Tagiseach, Leo Varadkar earns (€230,000)7 At the kerne| of
RTE's problem now is that the policy of allowing members of
a perceived golden circle to embellish (sometimes) their
curriculum  vitae but (mainly) their bank balances have
delivered a mixed benefit to the station.

Time to Think!

The Cost of “Stars”

Accountabilitv |
V1L gge

| , pcC©
Who's Accountable?

T
Acc . 1&?
Countable?

. ' oﬁ.ﬁt
. —mntability r_. - 18 h “ /

Reading the list of incomes among the 'contractors’ against
the backaround of a few hundred other RTE employees
protesting their comparatively modest earnings set in due
relief the extraordinary earnings of the elite minority = in
both earned Incomes and add-ons. Here's a sample of the top
garnings in 2021

o

- Ryan Tubridy €440,000

= Joe Duffy €351,000

- Ray D'Arcy €£305,000

- Claire Byrne €350,000 (now 2023)
- Miriam O'Callaghan £263,500

- Brendan Q'Connor £245,504

- Brian Dobson £209,282

- Mary Wilson €195,561

- Darragh Maloney €183,738

- Aine Lawlor €183,662 in 2020
- George Lee €179,131

(In 2008, Pat Kenny Is estimated to have earned €950,000
and Gerry Ryan €630,000.)

The list (though a moveable feast) has some spectacular and
quite remarkable earnings per Individual output. While
Tubridy earmed almost half a million, his Monday to Friday
radio schedule of five hours a week plus two and a half hours
of the Late Late Show for 20-plus Friday nights of the year is
a huge ask - in terms of talent and sheer endurance, By
comparison, Joe Duffy's or Ray D'Arcy’s workload seems a
breeze, and ditto the last seven on the above list,

When the RTE implosion started a few weeks ago, predictions
that Tubridy's career in RTE might be over and that RTE itself
might suffer the same fate seemed greatly exaggerated. But
few would rule out those possibilities now. When brands
becaome toxic, as the Catholic Church has learmed, it's very
difficult IF not impossible to detoxify them. Stone-walling by
the RTE Board and creating the illusion that nobody really
knew what was going on were quickly unmasked under cross
examination as simply digging a deeper hole for those
involved., This is the time to undo the present RTE culture:
introduce a policy of accountability and transparancy; ban
‘contracting” and the wse of ‘agents’; moderate the top
salaries; end the starftalent syndrome and the personality
cult it nurtured which generated grotesquely excessive pay
levels; take advantage of the available personnel in local
radio and other community media; and introduce the kind of
basic standards that are expected from those who are
responsible for dispensing taxpayers’ money. In a democracy
we deserve true accountability from our National Broadcaster.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyme, now over 30,100 followers or @AbbeyleixF
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles
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Say Goodbye to long FamilySupport —ezs
waiting times

Group Meeting

Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaocise
Tuesday 25t July at 6.30pm
This meeting is a support for carers and families who

are living with someone with dementia in a warm and
friendly atmosphere.

~ i f For further information please contact Ann Munnelly
f((:ﬁ/r)b -#ﬁﬂ,éwﬁ, C AN 086-8372168 | amunnelly@alzheimer.ie

LAOIS ALZHEIMER
" . B -} EALZHEIMER
Rapid care meets lasting health — CA FE. e P2 SOCIETY o IRELAND

Qwr clinic provides immediate access - "
to a network of skilled healthcare Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise

professionals, eliminating the Thursda}’ 2 7th ]'uhr at1lam
frustration of delayed appointments. %
The Laois Alzheimer Café will provide a warm,
Receive the attention you need welcoming space for people with dementia, their family
precisely when you need it. and friends, social and health care professionals, to
meet, exchange ideas and learnings. All are welcome.

For further information please contact Ann Munnelly
086-8372168 | amunnelly@alzheimer.ie
or Grainne Roche Duff 087-6075037

Opening on 24 th of July 2023

at 7 Lismard court, Portlacise R22 RRP D
www.rapidhealthclinic.com

057 8509472 Growth in the Holy Spirit Monthly Retreat
5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church Portlaoise
Saturday 29t July 10am to 1.30pm
Holy Mass at 10am - confessions available
- Retreat continues in the old Sacristy (behind the Altar)
Our S ervices from 10.45 am to 1.30pm
[Exposition, Rosary, Holy Spirit Novena, Praise & Worship,
Teaching, Prayer Ministry)
Contact: Michael Nerney 086-8157305
Spiritual Director Fr. Ruairi O'Domhnaill PP,
All are Welcome
Family Health and Urgent Women's Health
Care
Early pregnancy scans
Disease management

Fertility evaluations
Urgent Care
5Tl Clinie

Blimor Injuries

Menopausal services
Lifestyle advice

Gyneacology services

Travel health advice

Contraception advice
Sexual health advice

Emergency contraception
Medical and fitness

certificates Post natal follow up
Prescription services Pre pregnancy advice

Private lab services
00
;E a.lrh.£ Ill]i:m.fﬁ, I':E:-.ﬂ.r
S canidhe st e tan Mary Delaney being presented with an image
0578509472 of Our Lady of Perpetual Help, gifted by the
late Msgr, Caoimhin O Neill.
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKEDFOR |< > Birthday Remembrance <
. THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ; OLIVER BARTLEY

91 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise
9th Birthday away from home
(85t Birthday - 27t July)
Thinking of yoa on your Birthday
ﬁ It's especially difficult today not to
. have you here,
To celebrate the times we've
shared, over another joyful year.
I'wish I had just one more chance
to see your happy smile, to laugh
and celebrate with you,
Just for a little while.
I'll hold onto you forever deep within my heart,
And though you are not here with me,
Know that we'll never part.
This day was always special, so [ just want to say,
That I'm thinking of you with love, on this,
your Birthday.

=

Jim Quigley
Kilminchy, Dublin Road,
Portlaoise and Tipperary
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Jadviga Sisko

Kilminchy, Portlaoise
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Liam Styles

u Marian Avenue, Portlaoise

Thomas Scully

Colliers Court, Portlaoise
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Sadly missed, loved and forever remembered by
his daughter Monalisa, son-in-law Donal ,
grandsons Darryl and Stefan, sons John, Oliver,
Shay & Darren, daughters-in-law, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and the Bartley family.

CMay Oliver Rest in Reave

%} In Loving Memory of ‘f?
® DESMOND (Des) RANKIN

Annebrook House, Portlaoise.
4th Anniversary occurred 2ot July 2023
B

(1]
"

ik
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Eoin and Dylan
Fitzpatrick
Clonroosk Abbey, Portlaoise

Ak
LLJ

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
5.5. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this

MY THEY REST IN PEACE # Saturday 2204 July at 6.30pm and
Our .sympatﬁy to tfigfrfamiﬁes_ F'.", f "‘ Holy Cross Church, Ratheniska on

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to Sunday 23 July at 10am.

the death notice at www portlaciseparish iefdeathnotices It's lonely here without you,
g We miss you more each day,
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In Loving Memory of My Dear Father For life is not the same to us,
GARRETT KEOGH Since you were called away.

Borris Rd., Portlaoise. To your resting place we visit,
53" Anni versary occurs af this time. Place flowers there with care,

M aueel anel But no one knows our heartache, when we turn and

leave you there.
Bemembened _ W
Sadly missed and remembered by your loving wife
Your daughter Margaret and son-in-faw § Maureen, your daughters Anne and Mary, son-in-law
Trevor and grandchildren Ben and Anna.

Rest in Reace “Dad CMay Des Rest in Reave
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In Loving Memory of

(]
JULIA GORMAN
11 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.

10™ Anniversary, 21% July, 2023

Your fife was one of kindly deeds,
A ﬁa‘!}:inﬂ Eandrﬁ;rur.l'ir:rs feeds,
Sincere and true i fieart and mind,
fﬂmuﬂiﬁdf MEMOres f;:’.ﬁ befrind

Sadly missed by your loving family
and extended family.

CMay ulia Rest in ' Reace
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In Loving Memory of 9
BERNADETTE MITCHELL

17 River Court, Portlavise and formerly
4 Stradbally Rd., Portlaoise.

2" Anniversary away from home
occurred 21% July 2023.

Always in our thoughts
Forever in our hearts

dk

Sadly missed by brother Kevin,
loving fumily, friends & neighbours,

Reast in Peave Bernadetle

) §

*a Thinking of you Stephen is easy,
We do it every day,
But missing you is a heartache,
that never goes away.

(1)

(1)

In Loving Memory of

STEPHEN McELROY

21 Carmody Way, Portlaovise.
3rd Anniversary occurred 16% July 2023.

(1)

(1)

(1)

(1)

Sadly missed by vour Mam, sisters,

brothers-in-law, nieces and nephews.

D Rt in Reave Qbtephen
Church View, Abbeyleix.

9* Anniversary occurs 22" July 2023
Your life was one of Kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs,
Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind.

Sadly missed by Mary and family.

In Loving Memory of
LARRY HEARNS
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL (Mick) GING

5 Green Road, Portlaoise.
Died 28 June 2023

The family of the late
Michael Ging would
sincaraly like to thank all
those who sympathised
with us, sent Mass cards
and flowers during our
recent loss.
We offer our
thanks to our many
friends, neighbours and
well wishars,
We would also like to
sincerely thank the
following:
- Fr. David and Fr. Simon for their support with
the rosary and requiem Mass.
- Aishling for her beautiful
requiem Mass.
- Pat McGill funeral directors for their care and
support towards our family.
- The ambulance service,
- The staff at Duns Ward in St. James's Hospital
who went above and beyond with the care they
provided for Mick.
- Mr. John Connaughton and Mr. Sean Fleming
from Portlanise Regional Hospital. We will forever
appreciate the care they provided to Mick,
- The staff at Portlacise Regional Hospital, Micks
colleagues and friends, words cannot express how
much we appreciate the level of care and support
to Mick and our family during the last few years.
The guard of honour they provided at his funeral
would have made him extremely proud.
- The staff at Home Instead Senior Care, especially
Enda and Julieanne.
- The staff at the Cedar Clinic.
- Thomas Timmons who was a great friend to
Mick.
- Trevor Flanagan thank you for your kindness,
- All of Micks friends for your calls, texts, and
support,
Mick is deeply regretted by his loving wife Breda,
daughters Yvonne and Antoinette, sons Padraig
and John, sons-in-law and daughters-in-law,
grandchildren, brother Paddy, sisters, MNan,
Theresa and Rosie, sisters-in-law, Pattie and
Phyllis, nieces and nephews.

heartfelt

music during the

Mick's Month Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Friday 28" July
at 10am.

Reast in Reave Michael
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? In Loving Memory of ?
| GERRY ALLEN -~ | KEVIN FRANCIS MURPHY
Eyne, Portlaoise. Late of Beladd, Portlaoise '+

; i Y ™ Anni h :
39t Anniversary occurs 26 July 2023 Died 23™ July, 20™ Anniversary occurs at this time

. Time unfolds another year,
Deep are the memories, :
, Memories Reep you very near,
Precious they stay,

No need for words except to say, .

N SSi ti tak ; ! ] ¥ !

0 passing of time can take You re foved and missed ¥
them away. .

For the memories of the Sacts passivy ety .
ones we love, still cast a Sadly missed by your loving '

entle alows 0 araee our ‘ wife Mary, daughters Sinead & &g
2 g : Niamh, sons Cathal and Tadhg, '

days and light our paths, son-in-law James, daughters-in law Clare and =&
. wherever we may go. Susan, grandchildren, extended family and friends. '

(1]

(1]

(1]

(11
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Forever loved and missed by Mam and ) j .__
all your family x . . i

CMay Gery Rest in Reave || bi

: Clonkeen, Portlaocise and formally Ballinakill. P
? In Lovin g Memﬂry of 1st Anniversary occurs 31 July 2023. '

MICHAEL (Anthony) TIMMONS o Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise. " ; in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,

Many the thoughts I give to you, as the lang God saw you were gelling tired,
hours go by, thinking of the things we used q ' When a cure was not Lo be,
to do and say, just you and 1, w He closed His arms around you,
Sometimes they make me smile, sometimes And whispered "Come to Me",
they make me cry, but are precious to me In tears we watched you sinking,
alone, memories of You and I, We watched you fade away;

Sadly missed , loved and remembered by And though our hearts were breaking,
vour Mother Mrs Timmons, Anna, James, Joan and family. Wﬁ; {-:I“ "?:'.Vﬂu could ’; U.[E stay.
. ; A golden heart stopped beating,
'@ﬁﬂ‘ i IE’W Q‘ﬁﬁw Hard working hands at rest,
[t broke our hearts to see you go,

In LOVjﬂg Memo;y of ? God only takes the best.
¥ inful d Dad
JULIA MARGARET “BELL” DOHENY our painful days are over Dad,

23 St. John's Sg. Pordavise. Yol f"‘”"’j“' g m;, Ve passed,
Anniversary sccirs 23 July 2023 God gently closed your eyes,
‘Mother A& mother like ours is more than a And gave you peace at kfﬂ'
memary, she is a living presence, You gave us years of happiness,
Our mother is always with us, she's the Then sorrow came with tears,
whisper of the leaves as we walk down the You left us lovely memories,
road; she's the smell of bleach in our freshly We will treasure through the years,
laundered socks; she's the cold hand on our May you Rest in Peace dear Dad,
brow when we're not well. Is now our daily prayer,
Our mother lives inside our laughter and she is We t.l'rﬂr].l’f_}r'ﬂu Uﬂdf:m' El-"erythmg,

crystallised in every tear drop. Yoot Tavé and il vor coi
She's the place we came from - our first home, and she’s the map y ;

we follow with every step we take, Loved and always remembered by his children Andrea,
She's aur first love and our first heartbreak, and nathing on earth Ruairi, Ciara and Tomas and their mother Marie,
can separate us, not time, not space - not even death, daughter-in-law Carol, sons-in-law Brian and Paul and
Always remembered and never forgotten. his adored grandchildren Alex, Emma, Oisin, Rebecca,

From her daughters, sons, daughters-in-law, sons-in-law, grandchildren § Sarah, Tommy and fim along with his extended family '
and great-grandchildren, relatives and friends. and many friends. -

Also remembering other deceased relatives and friends at this time. ' I

Rest in Peace Com
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In Loving Memory of
CATHERINE BERGIN

?

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Sunday 30 July at 12:30pm.

God called your nome so softly that only
you could hear, and no one heard the
[ootsteps of angels drawing near.
The golden gates stood open, God saw you needed rest,
His garden must be beautiful, He only takes the best.

Sadly missed and always remembered by her

family and friends.

Reast in Reace Catherine

L1

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
this Sunday 23 July at 10am.

L1

ik

Our thoughts are ever with you,
Though you have passed away,
And those who have loved you dearly,
Are thinking of you today.

ik

ik

Sadly missed by his sons Sean, Denis, Pat, Tom and
Terry, daughters Mary and Bridget, sons-in-law,

(T

nieces, nephews and extended family.

Reast in Beave Nean
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‘ o MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

f or the pﬂfm‘ tribute card for your loved one
ur bespirke memorial cards,

Create a collage of images illustrating
fhee fife of your loved one with our
expert Design Team.

AN onr Cards are individwally designed
umigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
Jor additional photos or fmages,

1
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Funlan:sc CLauls
|57 86 34050

www.mochuaprint.ie
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Liogard, Portlaoise. 1% Anniversary occurs 30t fuly.

daughters-in-law, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
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+ KEEGAN'’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS | |

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

v
>

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

|opposite the E

TF

.5.B. and Condel| tractors)

TF

Contact;

057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137 |
NIALL; :
086-2770095

" " " T,

Ll

Portlaoise
Stone Centre

We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plaques in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.
Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.
All grave work carried out to a high standard.

WL
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Please visit our new website www. portlacisestone.ie
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Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaocise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930

Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie
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Results for
20" July 2023

IRP )@ 0) G2

One €20,000 Jackpot Winner
Congratulations to
Eugene & Mag, Promoter Pam Killeen

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Pauline Online Lotto
Elizabeth Lalor Lotto Gift
Kathleen O'Brien 17 Lily Whelan
MNoreen Ryan Match Bergin Family
Sean McEvoy Anne Ging

John Joe Ging 35_ Anne Ging

Liam O'Grady Raraive Anthony Preston
Joseph Walsh €39 Betty Lynch
Stephen Marum each Parish Centre
Tara Kane Flanagan's Foodstore
Shirley Peter Ryan

Joe Brennan Play PARISH Peter Ryan
Roisin Keegan M Lowry

Fran Kelly Q@,@Q @ A Kelly

Victoria Feighery  .uwporisoiepanshie  Breda Conroy

Sarah McDowell
Pam Killeen

Jason McDowell
Mag & Eugene

Follow Us , @ PortlaciseParis
& Like Us ) rortiaciseparishiacis
Next Week’s Jackpot is €20,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

()

ﬁ_' Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Simon Jin

.= §l Deacon Eugene Keyes
¥l Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Sixteenth Week in Ordinary Time
Wisdom 12:13, 16-19 | Psalm: 85:5-6, 9-0, 15-16
Romans 8:26-27 | Matthew 13:24-43

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute,
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IES53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12AIBK932327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
wiewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.le

Parish Centre

- !

— L amumRL

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlaoiseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail; linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



POPE BENEDICT'S PRAYER
FOR GRANDFPARENTS

PRAYER FOR GRANDPARENTS

Lord Jesus,
you were bomn of the Virgin Mary,
the daughter of Saints Joachim and Anne.
ook with love on grandparents the world over.
Protect them! They are a source of enrichment
for families, for the Church and for all of society.
Support them! As they grow older,
may they continue to be for their families
strong pillars of Gospel faith,
guardians of noble domestic ideals,
living treasurics of sound religious traditions.
Make them teachers of wisdom and courage,
that they may pass on 1o future generations the fruits
of their mature human and spiritual experience.

Lord Jesus,
help families and society
to value the presence and role of grandparents.
May they never be ignored or excluded,
but always encounter respect and love,
Help them to live serenely and to feel welcomed
in all the years of life which vou give them.
Mary, Mother of all the living,
keep grandparents constantly in your care,
accompany them on their earthly pilgrimage,
and by your prayers, grani that all families
may one day be reunited in our heavenly homeland,
where yvou await all humanity
for the greal embrace of life without end. Amen!

Busatin I l}-
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