PORTLAOISE

Seventeenth Sunday
PARISH

in Ordinary Time
l ' I ‘ l k Holy Cross Church, Ratheniska
Work on our oldest Church (1800) set to begin.
(See page 13)

30th Jul',' 2023
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie & Like Us o fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




The Roman Catholic
Diocese of Kildare and Leighlin
and the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Ossory

e

The Roman Catholic Dioceses of Kildare and Leighlin
‘and Ossory are jointly seeking to recruit a Diocesan
Director of Safeguarding with responsibility for
children and vulnerable adults. This post will be based
between Carlow Town and Kilkenny City and will
require travel around both dioceses with parishes in all
of counties Carlow & Kilkkenny as well as parts of
counties Kildare, Offaly, Laois, Wexford & Wicklow
giving a combined total of 98 parishes. As this role will
‘also require delivery of training the successful candidate
may be required to attend and deliver training during
evenings and weekends.

A full job description giving Qualifications / Experience '

needed and details of how to apply can be accessed on
the Diocesan Website:
https://'www.kandle.ie/diocesan-director-of-safequardina/

Points to Ponder

" it is also a process, a journey. What is most
important is the movement and the direction of my
life. Cnly the one who searches can find, those
who are happy with where they are will never find anything worth giving
their life for. Am | in a stagnant phase or am | still searching, digging
| deeper in the field of my heart?
Selling everything to obtain what they really desired so deeply filed both
men in the parables with deep joy. This seems a confradiction, but this is
what our experience tells us. As the prayer of St Francis puts it, it is in
giving that we receive. | ask for a heart full of freedom, freedom fo give all
and to receive all. Have | found the pearl of great value, for which | am
ready to sell all | have to buy it? Am | still looking for it, or am | resigned to
' a life of mediocrity in my relationships with others, with God in my prayers,
lin my work life? If | have found it. am | ready to sell all that | have fo obtain
it? Jesus compares this pearl to the Kingdom he came to proclaim and
| inaugurate, and this gives me joy and hope.
The parable is not inviting you to think about someone else—some random
traspasser. Jesus is inviting you to recognise where your heart is. For
whom or for what would you go without everything else.

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday to Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Wigil 5.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS53, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

We welcome into our Parish Community § ‘(h
lames Liam Mooney, Holdbrook Drive ﬁil e |

Alexander Kazimierz Mooney
Jack P Mcauley, Summerhill
Who were baptised last weekend.

St. John Vianney,
priest

Friday 4th August
1786-1859 had to contend with
poverty, military service and his
own intellectual shortcomings in
order to become a priest. In
1817, he was sent to care for
the people of Ars, a small, obscure French
village., The marvellous gift of the unlearned
priest for seeing into the depths of the soul
brought the world to Ars. From 1830 on the
cure averaged twelve to sixteen hours a day in
the confessional. Patron of priests,

Happy 10th Anniversary
To Bishop Denis
Friday (4th August) is the

anniversary of his episcopal
ordination

To mark the occasion a
Special Mass will be celebrated in the
Cathedral of the Assumption, Carlow,

on Sunday 6th August at 7pm.
All are welcome.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

One Week Only!

B

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Turkey Breast

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is Open Every Sunday 9am - Spm. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST ©
HEARING AID |
Consultant

Patricia Eilmartin
B.AA.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

{2H+ Jears r"c,un:'_.'_'l'a-'.l.ln:'r' walth Proivale &
Public Sector)

» Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

* Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

* Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
# Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
+ Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)

= FEar Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall an Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com
Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

*ESTRICT SAFETY MEASLRRES IN PLACE, IN LIME WYTH ADAVICE OF THE GOWERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

F O R T M E H O M E
Woe install concrete ramps to allow freedom of

movement and steel handrails to provide safe
access for everyone

@ B

O/ Contact Davic

I
F

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?




. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise - fouws - o e
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

KNOW

B0} MAIL
PUBLICATIONS MARKENNG
VEHICLE PROCUREMENT,
GRAPHICS DICK & PACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Lacis, R32 EH11 H .

e mochuaprint.ie

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83

{_045433559 @0@0@@

clubvitae Laois Physiotherapy

Clinic
live life physically well

s 20-meter
swimming pool L4 " m =
and kids' pool ' The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
JOHM SUGRUE &% adse MNICOLA CALDBECK &5 adifor adaace

Full fitness suite = CONOR BOLTOM &5cat
and weights area

: i Online bhooking: www. laoisphysiotherapyolinic. fe
f Class Studio _ e \7) || Tobookby phone: 087 666 4808

¢/ Sauna | Serwices include

o Steam Room . e ‘ Manual Therapy

Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Frogrammes
Taping

Home Visits

o Jacuzzi

Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Maon: 8:30am - 6pm Thirs: 8:30am - F200mm
Twes: B:30am - 5:30pm Fri: 9-30am -5 30pm
Wed: 8:30am -5 30pm

Tharnks as afways for your support
Kind Regard's, alf @ Laois Physiotherapy Clhinic
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CUISLE CANCER SUPPORT CENTRE
PORTLAOISE

CANCER
PRESENTATIONS

Are you a School, College, Club or Organisation?

We are now providing new cancer awareness talks &
presentations where we provide a Nurse to talk to your
group or school on the following:

1. Creating Awareness
2. Cancer Prevention
3. Cancer Types
4. Vaccinations
5. Cuisle Centre Services

Now taking bookings for
September, October & November 2023

. If you are interested in availing of this service,

" ! Please contact 057 8681492 g 5
4 email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie g 2
. - Address: Block Road, Portlaoise, County Laois - . %e



MEMBER OF

lrish Society of
Chartered
Physiotherapists

Neck and Shoulder Pain
Back Pain
Hip Pain
Knee Pain
Foot and Ankle Pain

BRIAN GLYNN
PHYSIOTHERAPY
Laois GAL LOETB Centre of Excellance, Portlanise

BOOK VIA
T: 0858763866
Web: www. brianglynnphysiotherapy.com

oy

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

*« NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

WWW, greenfeet |e '

, wﬁvgreenfﬂetshup €om ;. - |

-~ New Lawn Constructions
Sudfs eed aprrons

el 4 Rabam: anmg Sufurmns

Sa!esﬁnstaﬁanonﬁSerch e

‘Green Space Prnfessmnafs K

and Sports Surfaces

086 770 5510
057 864 6889 it |

fnfaf"“greenfeet e

Laois Hospice Foundation would like to clarify that they do not have
collectors collecting door to door on behalf of Laois Hospice Foundation.
Laois Hospice have never operated door to door collections and if
someone calls to your door stating that they are collecting on behalf of
Laois Hospice Foundation you should notify the Gardai immediately.
Laois Hospice Foundation is committed to funding hospice homecare
services in Laois and all funds collected and donated to Laois Hospice
Foundation are expended on these services but door to door collections
are never operated by Laois Hospice.

@
LAOIS

HOSPICE

Signed; Mary Delaney
Chairperson, Laois Hospice Foundation




How can | sum up the last six years? They
have been the most challenging, yet
simultaneously the happiest years of my
life. The seven years in the seminary could
never have fully prepared me for them, nor
would [ have desired such preparation.

It may sound cliché to say that words fail
me, but truly, | struggle to find adequate
expressions of gratitude for the people of
Portlacise Parish. You have shaped me
into the priest [ am today and the priest |
aspire to be in the years to come. It is within this community that | have encountered
numerous firsts; my inaugural funeral, my first wedding, my initial experiences guiding
our younger parishioners in their preparations for First Holy Communion, Confession
and Confirmation, among many other significant moments. Your unwavering patience
and acceptance have touched me deeply, and for this, I offer my heartfelt thanks. Thank
you for enduring my shortcomings and forgiving my mistakes. | am grateful for the
privilege of entering your homes and being a part of your lives during both sorrowful
and joyful times.

A very special word of thanks goes to the staff in the Parish Office and the Parish Centre.
You truly are the worker bees of the parish, and we would all be lost without you. Your
tireless dedication to the people of Portlaoise and to the priests is endless, and we are
all truly blessed to have you. To my fellow priests, the current team, and all with whom I
have ministered with during these six years, thank you. You have helped me become a
better person and priest. To Monsignor John, thank you for your leadership, guidance,
support, and patience. I could not have asked for a better mentor in my early years of
priesthood and look forward to working together in the future... all the way from
Stradbally!

The people of Portlaoise, The Heath, and Ratheniska and everywhere in between, will
forever hold a special place in my heart and in my prayers. Although my new
assignment in Stradbally is not far in distance, it represents a significant change in my
ministry. | humbly request your continued prayers as | embark on this new chapter. Rest
assured, [ will keep you all in my prayers, and once again, [ extend my deepest gratitude

to each and every one of you. -

Fr. David will celebrate his‘last Mass§ as a curate in Portlaoise
Parish, on Wednesday 2nd- August at 10am with refreshmengﬁerwards in the Parish

Centre. All are welcome. » ’
- ol 4 -



PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting
Powerwashing

15 vears experience
Fully Insured
089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

i

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment,
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

8 EXPERIENCED
GARDENER

* AVAILABLE
Lu® . Todo boundary
hedges including borders,
box hedging and ornamental,
references available. Contact;

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP

& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowils fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

ERAWAN

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaocise
Open 7 Days

1lam-7pm

Ray 085-2055198
CARPENTRY SERVICES ,
Registered and fully insured \
Budget Kitchens €£E€C at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,

Partitions and wainscoting.

Outdeor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken,

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdromi@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Boilers,
il Cookers B Gas Bailers
Plus Pawer Flushing of Heating Systems
Eemaving all the od sludge and water that has built up

m your radiaters and beilars aver the years with daan
water and [nhibitors to reduce fusl bills and save money,

083-0988602

CLARE'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

BUS DRIVERS WANTED

— D or D1 licence holders.
% School runs and other
work available.
Mon.-Fri. work, weekend work
available if yvou like.
Contact Edwyn Siney:

Patio areas, driveways,
. stump removal, lawns,
—=a) kerbing, hedging,

fencing and drainage.
Cafl now for 8 compatitive quote!

085-7759975

dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

Ballyfin, Portiaise. Call: 089-4890869 086-3046262
086-3758503 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie sineybushire@gmail.com
DS 1 ELECTRICIAN LAWN CUTTING
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES
& GROUNDWORKS AVAILABLE A

Laois area
No lawn too big or small
Grass removal if needed
Feel free to call if you have
any questions;
Shaun 085-1754009

LAMBERT HEATING &
PLUMBING
Covering all your
Heating & Plumbing needs;
RGI registered, new builds,
extensions, power flushing, gas
and oil boiler upgrades, air to water
heat pumps, water softeners,
servicing etc.

085-1211244

Grass Cutting,
Hedge Cutting,
Powerwashing
services available
Contact;
083-4327971

KPS CLEANING

+ School Cleaning

s General House Cleaning

s Deep Cleaning
“ . - e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices, schools, shops,
salons etc. Contact us for all your

cleaning needs.

087-9737073




DeReach

Recruitment
Recruitment Consultant

Healthcare and Medical
Recruitment Specialists

Now Recruiting;

« Nurses

# Care Assistants

» Social Care Workers
+ Home Caregivers

+353 89 2438 613

Call:
E-mail: info@dereachrecruitment.ie

4353 85 1487 892
www.dereachrecruitment.ie

Office:

BUSINESS OWNERS
Are you a business owner that
never has enough time, just
can't seem to get everything
done but do not have the
budget to hire more people?
Would you like to have
someone to support you that
vou can lean on?

Do you need someone to help
you review current operations,
finance, staffing, structures,
policies and processes?
Call Maureen 086-1742147
in confidence.
Qualified Accountant, MBA,
20+ years in SME sector in
operations, project management
& Ffinance functions.

1 30AM- 3P M
JULY TO
G

LOCATION: THE OWEMNABS HALL,
SARSFIELDCSTREET, MOUNTHELL|CK

Annual Mountmellick CCTV Sale
of Works

is Jr:::%ing p|-:::ce Sur'lduy 30tH|

July from 11.30am to Spm

GRINDS IN SPANISH
AVAILABLE VIA ONLINE
by Native Spanish Speaker
€25 per lesson
Junior and Leaving Certificate
Flease contact Felicia Tejada;
085-124-0685
or e-mail;

1 8
e~2: CHILDMINDER
&'® AVAILABLE

In the Stradbally, Portlacise
area from early September,
school teaching hours
preferably. For more
information, contact;

Shanahoe
church grounds

tidy up
Monday July 31st & 6pm
all gre invited to help out
please bring gardening
gloves & tools

re gratefuly o

KNOCK SHRINE
Sunday 20t August

Bus leaves Portlaoise at
8.45am. Book your seat
with deposit to;
Maura 087-1210263
Helena 087-9611331

feliciatejada27@gmail.com 087-6392264 % e | ]
PILGRIMAGE TO LOOKING FOR H E WANTED

TO RENT OR SHARE
Mother with 11 year old child
from Ukraine requires
accommodation from August.
Avail of the €800 government
grant tax free. Contact;
Anzhelika 089-2635708

House/Cottage
to Rent
Contact Paul;
089-4861339

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands,
Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 25t July;
Top Score: Kit Farrell | 1¥ Lady: Mary Gowing | 2" Lady: Maeve Morrissey | 1™ Gent: Frank Keenan
2" Gent: Peter Stevenson | 1% Half: Catherine Galvin | 2™ Half: Tom Jacob & Mary Downey

Best of 3: Paddy Purcell | Raffle: 1* Kit Farrell | 2™ Theresa Mulhare | 3" B. Kennedy | 4" S. Duff L
5 Mary Downey | 60 Michael O'Brien | 7 Paddy Purcell
Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.
Anyone interested in learning to play, classes in the Parish Centre on Tuesdays from 10am to 11.30am.

Volunteers Reguired; Jack and Jill are currently looking for volunteers in their warehouse and online store, If you
could give your time and wish to help out or learn a new skill, please contact Julie on 087-4312219,

Emmanuel House, Clonfert, Co. Galway; Day of Prayer, including first Saturday Fatima dewvotions, led by Eddie
Stones and team, 5% August, commencing at 11am with Adoration, Word of God, Music, Confessions, Healing Service
and Holy Mass. Also Day of Prayer, Wednesday 9" August at 11lam including blessing with the first class Relic of
5St. Philomena. Please bring a packed lunch, tea and coffee provided.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Petition Wall in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church; Please pray for all petitions and you are welcome to place a
petition on the wall at any time,

Strength doesn’t come from what you can do.

-* Thlmtghl; :~
; It comes from overcoming the things you once thought you couldn't - Rikki Rogers

N ) %
of the weel:
I it

B - T



X Marks the Spot

There was a time, when someone who had something of
great value would often bury their treasure so that no one
could find it and take it away. Of course, there was
always the risk that one might forget where their treasure <<
was buried, so to make sure that they would remember
where it was, they would often make a map. Usually they
would mark the spot where the treasure was with an "X". That is where we get the
expression, "X marks the spot."

Have you ever dreamed of finding an old map and following it to a spot where a
pirate had buried a chest full of glittering gold? 1 want to tell you about a treasure
that is more valuable than a chest full of gold - and I will even tell you how to find it.

Jesus once said, "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a
man found and then hid again; in his joy he went and sold all that he had and
bought that field." If you would like to find the treasure that Jesus was talking about,
perhaps the Bible could be the map that leads us to that treasure. The Bible has a lot
of information in it, but it is sometimes hard for us to understand, so how do you
know exactly where the treasure is? That's easy, because "X marks the spot.” Jesus
died on the cross so that you and I could enter into the kingdom of heaven. When
you look to the cross and put your trust in Jesus, the treasure will be yours.

To enter the kingdom of heaven is the greatest treasure one could ever desire. It is
more precious than silver, gold, or jewels. That is why Jesus calls us to give up all
that we have and follow him.

Dear Jesus,

Nothing we have can compare to life in the Kingdom of
Heaven. Help us to place our trust in you, so that
we may find that priceless treasure.

In your name we pray.

ﬁ‘{ka Amen.




THE PARABLE OF THE HIDDEN TREASURE

"The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it,
he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that

field.” Matthew 13:44
Complete the activity below

i 2

ACROSS

5. A territory or country ruled by a
king or queen

6. Something of great value such as
silver, gold, or jewels

7. Gave something in exchange for
money.

8. The place where God is

DOWN

1. An open area of land without
buildings on it.

2. Purchased something by paying
money for it

3. To be kept out of sight so no one
can find it.

4. A feeling of great happiness.

KINGDOM HIDDEN
FIELD SOLD

HEAVEN  TREASURE
BOUGHT JOoy

We pray to You, Lord,

for prosperity in all lands.

and that all wars may end.

God of life and God of those who hope!
Listen to our prayer for the whole world:
for peace among all peoples,

We pray to You that evil may be overcome




This week we begin the month of August, traditionally
the harvest season. Weather has been a huge focus on
conversation and contemplation in recent times. July,
on our island was one of the wettest in decades and
in contrast southern Europe, has been roasting
in extreme temperatures, manifesting in inferno
conditions. Our climate crisis truly is being felt and
with it demands a sense of urgency, in the many
challenges to try to heal our wounded planet. I pray,
that the month of August, an our Island will be both
pleasant and healthy for us all. May all who gather
that what has been planted be blessed and may we be
grateful for what promises to be a bountiful harvest.

There is something very fulfilling about eating fresh
vegetables that you have nurtured and cultivated with
your own hands. As we celebrate the beginning of
August, once again we are reminded of God's bounty,
when it comes to the harvest. In Celtic times, this
season of Lunasa was an occasion of thanksgiving. The
Celtic people burnt huge fires, danced and celebrated
many rituals, as they thanked God, for the food and
sustenance that nourished them as they faced the
darker and more wvulnerable months of the year.
Harvest time is indeed a time of rich blessing, a time
to gather all that has been planted and cared for since
the early spring. There can be no harvest without all
the necessary tilling, planting, pruning, weeding and
nourishing that accompany any fruit that ripens into
something good and nourishing.

Perhaps this harvest time Is an opportunity for us all,
to acknowledge the fruits that we all have in the depth
of our being, Fruits that take a lot of time to grow and
mature intoc the beautiful personality and unique
qualities that are particular to all our stories. The gift
of grandparents who embody the story of every
harvest, Parents who respond so generously to the
needs of their children. Parenting I'm sure in many
ways could be likened to tending the needs of the
vineyard, it is constant, demanding, maost challenging
and in many ways fotally dependent on the
unconditional generosity and reservoir of love, that
provides for the needs of family life. I am often truly
inspired by the time and indeed sacrifices that so
many wonderful parents, so often make for their
children, in order to allow them to grow and realise the
best possible harvest for their family. No fruit or talent
can realise its potential without effort and work.

The story is told of a blind girl who hated herself just
because she was blind. She hated everyone, except
her loving boyfriend. He was always there for her. She
said that if she could only see the world, she would
marry her boyfriend.

Time to Think!

The Month of August

ﬁls a gift,
Mever forget to E’l‘l D}" and bﬂ.Sk
In every moment You are in

- Celestine Chua

One day, someone donated a pair of eyes to her and
then she could see everything, including her boyfriend.
Her boyfriend asked her, "now that you can see the
world, will you marry me?" The girl was shocked when
she saw that her boyfriend was blind too, and refused
to marry him. Her boyfriend walked away in tears, and
later wrote a letter to her saying “Just take care of my
eyes dear.”

I suggest the following poem be read often.

Life is a Gift

Today before you think of saying an unkind word -
think of someone who can't speak.

Before yvou complain about the taste of your food -
think of someone who has nothing to eat.

Before yvou complain about your husband or wife -
think of someone who is crying out to God for a
campanion,

Today before you complain about life -

think of someone who went too early to Heaven,
Before you complain about your children -

think of someone who desires children but they're
barren.

Before you argue about your dirty house, someone
didn’t clean or sweep -

think of the people who are living in the streets,

Before whining about the distance you drive -

think of someane who walks the same distance with
their feet.

And when you are tired and complain about your job -
think of the unemployed, the disabled and those who
wish they had your job.

But before you think of pointing the finger or
condemning another - remember that not one of us
are without sin and we all answer to one maker.

And when depressing thoughts seem to get you down

- put a smile on your face and thank God vou're alive
and still around.

Life is a Gift - Live it, Enjoy it, Celebrate it, and Fulfil it.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 30,200 followers or @4bbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www. portlaoiseparish.ie/arlicles



HOLY CROSS CHURCH The proposed and postponed work to Holy Cross Church,
Ratheniska is about to commence at last. McBride Construction,

RATHENISKA : i
Edenderry, have been appointed as the main contractor and are

Delayed works set to begin  scheduled to begin the work on the 8" August. It is hoped that the
work will be completed before Christmas.

Mass will be celebrated in the Church on next Sunday, g August.

From the 13" August onwards until the work is complete, Mass

will be celebrated in the Hall each Sunday at the same time of
10am.

“==2 We hope this arrangement doesn’t inconvenience anyone and look
forward to returning to a renewed and resplendent Holy Cross
Church on the completion of the works.

PORTLAOISE PARISH
LOURDES PILGRIMAGE 2023

Following on from this year's Pilgrimage,
donations have been made to three
different charities voted overwhelmingly by
the Pilgrims; The Kolbe Centre Portlaoise,
Cuisle Centre Portlaoise and Sosad Laois.

This week we welcomed to our Parish,
James and Barbara Weingartner from Stuttgart,
Germany, originally from USA
(Chicago, Illinois and Holland, Michigan).
James and Barbara are members of our
virtual congregation.

THE PRIESTS

in CONCERT

cosan L
L

-
i A

BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND
Friday 29th September

Concert: 8.00pm

Information at: = ML

Thurles Parish Office 0504 22229 =35




ik
qF
ik
L
ik
1

[]

1
ak
&
(T
1y
dk
L
(]

1"
ik
17
T
1

[]

o
(T
1

[]

1r
T
L

(h
Ty
ik
L
(T
i

(]

L
ik
L
(h
Ty
Ak
nr
ik
LA

OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

In Loving Memory of
A Precious Mother and Grandmother

SHEILA READY

Formerly 0° Moore Place, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 2™ August 2023
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Eoin and Dylan

To a Dearest Mother

Fitzpatrick If we could visit Heaven,
: Clonroosk Abbey, On this our saddest day,
: Portlaoise Maybe for one moment,

Our pain would go away.
We'd put our arms around you,
And whisper words so true,
That living life without you,

Is so very hard to do.

We cannot bring the old days
back, when we were all together,
But loving thoughts and memaories
will stay with us forever,
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Betty Phelan
née McLoughlin
Ballytegan, Portlaoise
and Roscrea

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Wednesday 27 August at 10am,
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Sadly missed and loved dearly by your son William,
daughter Marie and granddaughters Teagan & Keiva x

: mm— In Loving Memory of
' Portlaoise JOE CAMPBELL 2s

y Marian Avenue, Portlavise.,
2" Anniversary occurs at this time.
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Pauls Parish Chureh,
this Sunday 30" July at 11:15am.
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Our thoughts are ever with you though you
have passed away, and those who have
loved you dearly are thinking of you today.
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Sr. Breda O’Neill

Portlaoise/Limerick
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Even fﬁa:{gﬁ 9 wa \%‘l‘ﬁe darkest fa"m'?ﬁj
9 fear no euil: /z‘& o are with me;
Your rod and [your s Jﬁ\ féil? mmﬂa"r{ me.
MAY THEY REST IN mcﬂ
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by Jogging on to
the death notice at mm.porﬂaﬂlsmm ie/deathnotices

AGNES LAWLESS

29 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
25 Anniversary occurred 28 July 2023

Will those who think of
Agnes today,
A little prayer to [esus say.
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Always remembered and
never forgotten by Mick xxx

W@Ay’nﬂ Reit in Peace
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
ANN BERGIN

née Holohan
20 Parnell Crescent, Portlaoise.
1st Birthday away from home.
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Thinking of vou today and always x

Sadly missed, loved and remembered
by her husband Tom, sons Darren,
Jayson and Tristian, daughters-in-law
Kimberley and Ashling and her
sister Vera,

Reat in Peace Amn
? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT €

In Loving Memory of

NOEL BRACKEN
Beladd, Portlaoise.
1¢t Anniversary occurs 5t August 2023

The family of the late Noel Bracken
would like to sincerely thank all those
who sympathised with us on our loss
over the last year,
We would like to sincerely thank the
paramedics who attended to Noel with
professionalism that morning and the
Gardai for their assistance.
We would like to thank Matthew
Keegan and David Goode of Keegan Funeral Directors
for their help, support and professionalism with the
funeral arrangements.
In addition, we would like to thank Msgr. John Byrne
P.PV.G. for calling to the house and celebrating Noel's
Requiem Mass, Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C. for his help with
the arrangements for the Requiem Mass and Fr. Simaon
Jin for saying prayers at the funeral home.
Thanks to Fiona Kelly and Sarah Troy for the beautiful
singing and music at Noel's Mass.
A heartfelt thanks to all our friends, neighbours and
relatives who called to the house, brought food and
flowers, sent Mass cards and messages, and helped
us through the difficult time last August. Thanks also fo
Moel's golfing friends and former colleagues in the ESB
for the guard of hanour at the funeral.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as an
exprassion of our deepest gratitude.
Loved and remembered always MNoel by your loving
wife Elsie, children Brendan., Fintan and HNoelle,
daughters-in-law Janice and Jenny, son-in-law Mick,
grandchildren Hannah, Cormac, Conan, Cahir, Eoin,
Cian and Aidan, brother Donal and sisters Marjorie,
Anne and Mary.

Your life was love and labour,
Your love for your family true,
You did your best for all of us,
We will always remember you,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter &
Paul's Parish Church, Saturday 5™ August at 6.30pm.

Rest in Peace Noel
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of
TOMMY SKELLY

St Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
1+t Birthday away from home; 30t July 2023

We hold yvou close within our hearts,
And there you shall remain,
* To walk with us throughout our lives,
& until we meet again.
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Missed and loved everyday by his
devoted wife Laura, daughter Anita,
sons Tom and Jason, son-in-law Joe,

daughter-in-law Helen and grandchildren Grainne,

Niamh and Ciaran.

Rest in Peace @ﬂfmy

In Loving Memory of
DEAN BERGIN

14 St. John's Square, Portlaoise.

: Y
5th Anniversary occurs 1 August 2023 @

Dean’s Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on
Tuesday 1+ August at 10am.

To a Son, Brother, Uncle
Life is a beautiful memory,
Death is a silent grief,
You steep now in God's beautiful garden,
in sunshine and perfect peace.
We miss you oh so very much, but trust that God knows best,
He et us have you for many years and then gently let you rest.
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Loved and sadly missed by your Mother Mossie, sisters
Martina, Lisa and Sandra, nieces, nephews and friends.
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Also remembering your father Ray at this time xxxxxxxxx
Rest in Reace Dean

? In Loving Memory of

' BRIGID LEWIS née whelan

“Inch” Stradbally, formerly 2 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
20t Anniversary occurred 28 fuly 2023,

L)

L]

WL/

WL/

Time unfolds another vear,
Memories keep you very near,

Na need for words except to say,
You are loved and missed each
passing day.

Sadly missed by your Mam, husband
Henry, family and friends.

Rest in Peace CBrigid
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT @@ In Loving Memory of <@ |
I oty

BRIGID (Bibi) CONROY 1= Anniversary occurs 2n August 2023,

Craydon Court, Portlaoise. ~ . Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
The family of the late Bibi Conroy ' Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
would like to thank everyone who { Wednesday 2" August at 10am.
called, text and attended the house '
and funeral, many of who travelled
long distances to be with us.

i To Fr. David for Mam's beautiful
requiem Mass and for his regular visits

I think of things you used to say,
And all that you would do,
At same point, every single day,
My thoughts will turn to you.

; | know [ can‘t be with you now, and you can't be with me,
| and chats that she thoroughly enjoyed, But safe inside my heart you'll stoy,

?I"DLIF ﬂl'gndness to her will never be That's where you'll always be.

k. “ forgotten. . .. )

To Dr. White anfdg his staff, for the excellent care and SR RESIEH Y DRI IR S MESTEATELE
respect they showed Mam. Paddy; To us you were precious, a gift most rare,
Also the staff of the Day Care Centre in Portlacise Cantent in your home and always there,

and Abbeyleix Community Huspital for her care, As long as we live we will always be glad,

Also Naas General Hospital for the excellent care That we were your children and you were our Dad.

they gave Mam in her final days.
To Matthew Keegan and staff for their Granddad; Of all the special gifts in life, however

professionalism, care and attention. great or small, to have you as our granddad was the
To the 65 Kitchen Choir who sang exactly her greatest gift of all

wishes at her Mass. Sadly missed by your loving sons, daughters,
Thank you to M&M Catering for providing the food sons-in-law, daughters-in-faw,

and helping out at the wake and to the staff of the § grandchildren, extended family and many friends x
Parish for their help and providing the venue. .

And finally to all her neighbours and close friends for Rest in m @M"@’

all their friendship and kindness throughout the

years. o ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

As it is impossible to thank everyone individually, we ;

hope that this acknowledgement will be accepted In Loving Memory of

with our sincere appreciation. FINTAN KEEGAN

Reast in RPeace CMoam v 2 Green Road, Portlaoise. Died 315t July 2022.
The family of the Ilate Fintan

Keegan wish to thank everyone

In Loving Memory of |} g Ao i
- PATRICK CONROY Jnr. = cards and messages of condolence

: following his passing.
Ballymacken, Portlaoise. Ul Thanks to the staff of Midlands
40" Anniversary occurs 3 August 2023. - Regional Hospital, Portlacise, who

Thaose wi love dont go away, ;aerssﬁfnr Fintan so well in his final

Tageyanichesideus aary oy, To the staff of the Cedar Clinic,

Unseen, unheard but always near, Chemco Pharmacy Stradbally and
Still loved, still missed and very dear. f Fintan's home carers especially Bemie.
Remembered always by Thank you to Mary Conroy for all her help getting
his loving family. messages. . . ;

Many thanks to the Priests of Portlacise Parish, and
to Aishling Rohan for the beautiful music and singing
at the funeral Mass.
Thanks to Matthew Keegan Funeral Directors for
their kindness and professionalism.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter
& Paul's Parish Church, Portlaocise, this Saturday
29™ July at 6.30pm.

Rest in Reace ~5finlan
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'f KEEGAN'’S + Holy Mass
FUNERAL DIRECTORS ppsisindd

Blessed Solanus Casey
50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
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Contact Matthew

087-2549195 Monday 31" July 2023 @7.30pm
David 087-2369887 St. Fintan’s Church, Ballyfin Co.Laois. R32TD61

HEN R&T R_L’ALNI{IN -. : https://mcnmedia.tv/Camera

e /st-fintans-church-ballyfin
FUNERAL DIRECTOERS
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“Blessed be God in all His designs”™
We have opened a new office and show room on - Blessod Salanns Pasey~ The Dowsbegper

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise. . - All Most Welcome!

{opposite the E.5.8. and Condell tractors)
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Unite with others praying the novena to

b Bleszed Solanus fram 22°_ 30 july,

057-8620567
PAUL; 087-2562137 . . ftpsd fwvwew. solanuscasey org/orayerbessed

NIALL; n S - - P AT AR
086-2770095 ﬂ!}’é‘
A R R ANl "l  Portlaoise Parish Pilgrimage
e —— e — to the Holy Land

# MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN 7th_ 15t September 2023
£ THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
‘maur bespoke memorial cards.
Creare o collage of images illnstrafing
the fife of your loved one with our
expert Design Teaim.
Al our Cards are individually designed
wnigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
for additional plotes or fmages.
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Nowvena available online from
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Purt]ami Lanis
B 057 Bo 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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This Week's Legion Prayer Intercession
Have your loved ones included in our daily
Mass at all the Holy sites in the Holy Land.

July - Month of the Precious Blood
A Powerful Prayer to be said before Praying
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For the sick, deceased, your intentions or
Almighty Father thanksgiving, signed Mass cards, Mass bouquets
I place the precious Blood of Jesus, are available from;
Before my lips before I pray, John 087-1254841 | Kitty 087-9506634
That my prayers may be purified, Chris 086-1987596.
Before they ascend to your divine Altar. For further info. contact John, Kitty or Chris.
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Follow us-on Faceboolk 4 seats available for trip to Holy Land. Contact
Search Legion of Mary Portlaoise Joe Tully Carlow on 05991-36100.
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FREE BUSES

DONATION
ONLY
EVENT




Portlaoise Parish

Results for
27" July 2023

(02)(08) (09) (16)

One €20,000 Jackpot winner
Congratulations to Ann Fagan, Promoter Philip Fagan

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. David Vard C.C.
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ‘ . Tel: 057 8661605

=l Deacon Eugene Keyes
@l Tel: 057 8621142

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
John Dunne Online Lotto
Jason Harrington & Christopher Coyne Online Lotto
Paddy & Helen Doran Mary Doran
Kristy Campbell Lynda Campbell
John Bohane Lucy Kelly
Agnes McEvoy 26 Lily Whelan
Helen Cullen Match Frank Cullen
Sharon Dunphy 3s Emlyn O'Reilly
Anne Grace & Hannah Roecalin Anne Brennan
Anne & Baby Tom Anne Brennan
Anne & Baby Hannah €39 Anne Brennan
Octavian each Parish Centre
Brian Bohan Anthony Preston
Joan O'Reilly John O'Reilly
Elaine Wallace Lil Gleeson
Nollaig Redmond Next Peter Ryan
Mary Delaney Week's Parish Centre
Aine O’ Connor Paddy O'Connor
Mary Reddin Jackpot Paul Dooley
Mary Reddy is Mary Doran
Colette Lalor Paul Dooley
Eoin & Conall Brady €10,000 Mary Costello
P Whelan Betty Phelan
Teresa Mortimer Anne O'Keeffe
Padraig Cuddy M Farrell
Mary Crawford Peg Keenan

Seventeenth Week in Ordinary Time
1 Kimgs 3:5, /-12
Pesalm: 118:57, 72, 76-77, 127-130
Romans 8:28-30
Matthew 13:44-52

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 B621364

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank yvou to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916652045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IEL1ZAIBKS3327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 [/ 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
5r. Sybil and 5r. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portiaciseparish.ie
[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times
057 8600119)

I' Secretary: Julie Conroy
'r] Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



EXPERIENCE THE WORLD'S
LARGEST YOUTH GATHERING

W'D LISBON

WATCH LIVE_

ON SHALOM WORLD

A CATHOLIC TELEVISION CHANNEL

1-6 AUGUST

shalomworld.org/wyd2023
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