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All leaving cert students will be in our thoughts and prayers as you

27th August 2023 / make plans for your future. May God direct you.
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Twenty First Sunday
in Ordinary Time

bl p LEAVING CERT RESULTS

The long wait is over! We hope you have achieved your goal.

Jesus,

Keep reminding me of the bigger picture

over the next few weeks,

Keep me in your hands

when all other hands disappear,

For | am convinced that neither entry requirements
nor exam results,

neither anticipation nor doubts, neither success
nor failure,

nor any expectations, neither last minute fears
nor anxieties,

nor anything else in life,

will be able to separate me from your love.
made visible in Christ Jesus our Lord.

—

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaociseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilte Us() fb.com/portlaciseparishlacis
fb.com/portlaociselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



The Key

@ ﬁi who do you think Jesus is? As
small children we are told that
Jesus is the Son of God, and
we accept it readily. When we are children God is a
kindly father figure who lives in Heaven and listens to
our night prayers. When we are small, Jesus is the
baby we see in the Christmas Nativity scene. When
we are a little older, Jesus is the teller of all those
intriguing parables. Once we are young adults we see
Jesus as a great teacher, a healer, a worker of
miracles and a revolutionary. For some of us, doubts
creep in. Is Jesus really the Son of God or simply a
good man and a great prophet?
In today’s gospel Jesus asks his disciples “"Who do
you say I am?” "You are the Christ,” replies Peter

promptly, “the Son of the living God."” But this wasn't |i

Peter's opinion from the start. Peter and the other
disciples first met Jesus as a fellow human being. By
working with Jesus and following his ministry daily,

Peter and the other disciples gradually came to the | =

extraordinary conviction that God was working
through Jesus; speaking, healing, working miracles
and offering eternal salvation.

Today we listen again to Jesus’' question. "Who do
you say I am?” It seems that the question is
stretching over the centuries. It seems that the
guestion is aimed not just at the disciples but at us.
Jesus doesn’t want us to give the answer we've been
taught to give ... our answer has to be from the heart.
Our answer might be, "I don't know!" Qur answer
might be, "I'm not very sure right now.” Or our
answer might be a resounding, "You are Christ, the
Son of the living God.” Jesus knows that faith is a
journey and our answer reflects at exactly what stage
of that journey we have reached.

It may be that we think of Jesus as little more than a
good man and a great prophet. If this is what we
believe, the Bible becomes little more than a book
filled with good stories and sound philosaphy. If like
the disciples we are convinced that Jesus is the Son
of God, all at once we are opening ourselves to great
possibilities.... all at once we have found the key to
life's greatest adventure.

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated]

Monday to Thursday: 7.20am & 10am
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Wigil 6.30pm {=sturday)

&.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMNISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after Spm Mass.

F

Communion Rounds
The priests of the parsh will
attend their communion rounds
during the week.

We welcome Into our
Parish Community
Bella Boe McFall, Elm Lawn
Cillian lohn O'Shaughnessy, Dysart

Meamh Divine—Amarachukwu,
Lake Avenue

Helen lane Crown, Douglas Road, Cork
Who were baptizsed last weekend.

2 The Beheading of
John the Baptist

29th August
The death of St John the
Baptist is reported in

varying amounts of detail
throughout the synoptic Gospels and Mark and
Matthew report the event with the most detail. In Mark's
Gospel, John was arrested and imprisoned because of
King Hered's fear of him. But although Herod fearad
John, he would not kill him because he knew John was
a righteous and holy man, and he liked hearing John
speak. Herodias, Herod's wife, did not share his
respect for John and looked for any chance to have
hirm killed. Herodias' chance came when her daughter
Salome's dancing so pleased the smitten Herod that he
promised her anything she desired, Herodias prompted
her daughter to ask for the death of John the Baptist.

Herod granted her wish and John was killed.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's SuperValu, Kellyville Centre, Portlacise. Phone 057 86 21044

N . EMPATHY COUNSELLING
?ﬂgmlﬂ%ﬁﬂllsg "\ o & PSYCHOTHERAPY

Are you feeling lost?
Consultant

Is life getting you down?
Do you feel you have nowhere to turn? WE CAN HELP
Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.LS.H.A.A.

{2H+ Jears r"c,un:'_.'_'l'a-'.l.ln:'r' walth Proivale &
Public Sector)

A confidential service based in a discretely located centre

in Portlaoise. We offer appointments for adults as well as a

small number of adolescent and young adult sessions,

For further information or to make an appointment please
contact:

Mobile: 086-8258519
Emuail: empathycounselling@gmail.com
Website: www.empathycounselling.net

» Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

* Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMG
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

* Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
# Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
+ Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ete. (incl. postal service)

= FEar Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall an Timahoe Read)

By Appointment Only

Tel: 057 B692289 Mobile: 085 B568808 WA T A

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION

HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MORBILE 087-7749519

*STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, I LIME WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®® HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DEAINS?

E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com




. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise - fouws - o e
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

KNOW

B0} MAIL
PUBLICATIONS MARKENNG
VEHICLE PROCUREMENT,
GRAPHICS DICK & PACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Lacis, R32 EH11 H .

e mochuaprint.ie

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83

{_045433559 @0@0@@

clubvitae Laois Physiotherapy

Clinic
live life physically well

s 20-meter
swimming pool L4 " m =
and kids' pool ' The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
JOHM SUGRUE &% adse MNICOLA CALDBECK &5 adifor adaace

Full fitness suite = CONOR BOLTOM &5cat
and weights area

: i Online bhooking: www. laoisphysiotherapyolinic. fe
f Class Studio _ e \7) || Tobookby phone: 087 666 4808

¢/ Sauna | Serwices include

o Steam Room . e ‘ Manual Therapy

Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Frogrammes
Taping

Home Visits

o Jacuzzi

Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Maon: 8:30am - 6pm Thirs: 8:30am - F200mm
Twes: B:30am - 5:30pm Fri: 9-30am -5 30pm
Wed: 8:30am -5 30pm

Tharnks as afways for your support
Kind Regard's, alf @ Laois Physiotherapy Clhinic
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At Cuisle We Care
Open Day Saturday Sept 9th

Come to our Open Day on Saturday, September 9th, anytime from
11 am to 2 pm, to meet our team, and see for yourself the important
supports and services we provide in our community.

All are welcome,

WE'RE HERE TO HELP YOU WITH:
Cancer Support
Counselling & Advice
Men's Health
Complementary Therapies
Support Groups & Programmes

9

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre
9th September, 2023 Block Road, Portlaoise, Co.
Start at 11:00am to 2:00pm Laois R372Y8P?

-\ -~

*Stockist of a wide selection of Wedding Candles,

% s
Gifts and Cards for vour special day. pL L
*Alsa stocking a large selection of baptismal candles, #

cards and gifts. Candles can be personalised.

*Happy Day Soy candles made locally in Portlaoise

*nspirational Books & Gifts, Saocred Art items. v
* Bibles & Spiritual Books for adults and children

X Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
At The Parish Centre 057 862 1142




NOVENA TO ST. MOTHER TERESA R TR ehoch” Naclm (Parent Ak
will conclude Tuesday 5™ September, ; NOW ENROLLING FOR

with a commemorative Mass at 10am in
SEPTEMBER

Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church.
PORTLACQISE Q

Blessing with the relic will take place after Mass.

Braper to Ot Cerasa of Cualcuttx

{Prayed each day of the Novena)
Saint Teresa of Calcutta,

You allowed the thirsting love of Jesus on the Cross
to become a living flame within you, and so became
the light of His love to all.

Obtain from the Heart of Jesus
(here make your réeguest)

Teach me to allow Jesus to penetrate and possess my
whole being so completely that my life too,
may radiate His light and love to others. Amen
Immaculate Heart of Mary, cause of our Joy,
pray for me.

Saint Teresa of Calcutta pray for me.

Keep the joy of loving Jesus in your Reart and say often
during the day and night.

“Jesus in my heart I believe in your tender love for

me. I love you.”
St. Mother Teresa

O SING, ACT, DANCE, GROW!
u To Enrall Visit

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd. WWW.EICHAEDMAEE?J&E:II;EIAGESCHOQL.C‘DM

- NEED HOME HEATING OIL? B i (B
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

.....

Scoil Fionntain Naoka,
Shanahoe
will host their Annual Tractor,
Truck and Vintage Day Fundraiser

Sunday, 24" September 2023
Registration at 1.30 pm
in Shanahoe National School

€20 Eee

mfonies ralsed will fund sports and wellbelng
related resources for our pupils,

EXHIBITION: Take a step back in B T
Specialising in boundary

Step Back time with this wyears Heritage

in Time 7 exhibition in Mountmellick Library, hedges including
with plans and drawings from borders, box hedging
1873 of the Railway line, stories and and ornamental

photos of life in old Mountmellick and follow the
stunning trail of graveyards and cemeteries in a |
new artwork called "Between Stone and

Shadow”, all during lib h for the [ -
renia?nh;era?‘themgn%h.l RS = Ray 085"2055198
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BREEN STEEL SHEDS

STEEL SHEDS CATTLE CRUSHES ALL WEATHER CLOTHESLINES
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Various sizes of Cattle Crushes and all weather Clotheslines available to order.

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle storage in
residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

Manufacturing Security Steel Frames for Windows and Doors.

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois | Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

rep

Courses include:
ADVANCED ART
ART, CRAFT & DESIGN
ART WITH ANIMATION
Sl B BIOSCIENCES
ountrath anc BUSINESS WITH ACCOUNTING
BUSINESS MANAGEMENT
HEALTHCARE SUPPORT
NURSING STUDIES
Scan to learn more RETURN TO LEARNING

over what we have to offer:

Accepting applications for
ors and a supportive September

ortunities




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES
Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

LIFT REQUIRED

for Gael scoil junior infants
child from Gael scoil to after
care (Portlacise area).
Monday to Friday, throughout
school year, willing to pay
expenses. Contact Sandra;

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-6209897
Mountain View Eco Wood ERAWAN

FIREWOOD SALES

- Net bag softwood logs €5

- Net bag hardwaod logs €7 &

- Net bag kindle wood €3

- Order over €80, get 2 Kindle wood free

- Traller load logs (hardwood/softwood)

= 20kg bags Coal - Free dalivery
Price increase due to new regulations

Phone card payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaoise
Open 7 Days

1lam-7pm

ARPENTRY SERVICE ,
Registered and fully insured ‘
Budget Kitchens €CEL at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,

Partitions and wainscoting.
QOutdoor pergolas with twin wall clear rocf.
Renovations undertaken,

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdromiiigmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Rapair of Qil Boilers,
il Cookers & Gas Boilers

Plus Power Flushing ef Heating Systems
Remaving all the ofd sludge and water that has built up
in your radiators and bailars aver tha years with clean
water and [nhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save money

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

083-0988602

CLARE'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

BUS DRIVERS WANTED

— D or D1 licence holders.,
% School runs and other
work available.
Maon.-Fri, work, weekend work
available if you like.
Contact Edwyn Siney:
086-3046262

sineybushire@gmail.com

DS
PROPERTY MAINTENANCE

& GROUNDWORKS
_ Patio areas, driveways,
™ stump removal, lawns,
—) kerbing, hedging,
fencing and drainage.
Cafll now for a competitive guote!
085-7759975

dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

MC CARPENTRY

P T 1% and 2™ Fixing
.

Kitchens and
Renovations
Fully registered
and insured
Contact Martin;
085-1986546

LAWN CUTTING
SERVICES

Laois area
No lawn too big or small
Grass removal if needed
Feel free to call if you have
any questions;
Shaun 085-1754009

NORTHGROVE FORESTRY

NORTHGROVE FORESTRY

- Tree Surgery

- Hazardous Tree Removal

- Tree Reduction

- Hedge Maintenance

- Chainsaw operators, climbers

and wood chipping
Roger Murphy
087-7636617

- Commercial Timber Harvesting

- Purchase standing sales of timber

from first thinning to clear-fell

- Timber Forwarder and Harvester

Hire

- Highly experienced personnel

- High standard of work & clear up
Leo Brophy 087-7474955

KPS CLEANING
# School Cleaning
= General House Cleaning
# Deep Cleaning
- -~ » End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices, schools, shops,
salons ete. Contact us for all your
cleaning needs.
087-9737073




FOR SALE

DER_ea Ch Chrysler Sebring 2009, 1.9 diesel
Recruitment manual/2ltr, 145,000 km, cruise

Recruitment Consultant control, N.C.T Feb 2024, Tax
10/23. 4 Brand new tyres, Yearly

Healthcare and Medical , , : i
; Society of St. Vincent de Paul ta)f POl e rust,_runmng and
Recruitment Specialists Main Strest. Stradball looking great. No private numbers
Now Recruiting; ST E3,5[]Unl.‘2865?h c;"'gziosntg'a;t seller
. Nurlses- Care Assistants _ Annual Uintage!ﬂesigner =
« Social Care Workers « Home Caregivers Clothi Sal HEALTH(;A,RE WORKER
. othing sale | 9 | =4 L [ = .9
e i Catbeg vy St/ Ralph Lauren - Hilfiger - Levis AVAILABLE FOR
et ey, || Koren e - Lee -wrangier | pRIvare woi
We are hapstd helis : Plus many other will known labels 15 years experience in
— S5E% e 61 Starting 4" August Nursing home. Available to
E-mall; info@dereachrecruitment.ie 11am-3.30pm care for sick and elderly
Office: +353 BS 1487 892 Running daily up to E.P. people in their home.

www.dereachrecruitment.ie | For enquiries tel. 086-8451138 | Contact; 087-4826003

PUPS FOR SALE ST. MARY'S CBS PORTLAOISE
e e e o o Application forms are now available for 1% year for the
Bichon Friseé and 2024/2025 school year. The closing date for applications
: is Friday 27™ October at 1pm.
Terrier cross Applications are available to download from our school
st : ; website (portlacisecbs.com), school App, or by e-mailing
1> vaccine given stmarys@portlacisecbs.com and from the school office.

L1 weeks old, CONTACE: | @ o v i o Thiarater 145 Satmrbar e & b 550 81
Jean 087-0661681 5t and 6" classes are invited.
FOR SALE PANDORA BRACELET FOR SALE
Round table and four chairs, LOST il e bl

in perfect condition €200, t',._n Portiaolse town n@ hiBy N.IEI:.I.:n?r?; 1~.ﬁﬂi§f|,1§3i§tsga:"i|:5'

Also Nordmende fridge zit 'r:;:Ldr:?::?t:i?r:&gf:' very gooq condition also. Uslual

freezer in 9ood working | cparmg that can't be replaced | contral, €1,850 o.mo, No private
condition €120 Contact seller on It Bewsre Offered o S . e

087-9821893 Contact Fiona 083-1940783 087-9821893

Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, nd August; o a—
Top Score; Mary Dunne | 1% Lady: Catherine Fitzpatrick & Frances Gleeson| 1% Gent: Mary Delaney 3 ‘“.;\41-;:5'

2™ Gent: Leslie Hunter & Theresa Mulhare | 1% Half: Paddy Purcell | 2" Half: Pattie Murphy P (Il
Raffle: 1" Mary Delaney | 2™ Leslie Turner| 3™ Billy O'Keeffe | 4™ Betty Fox| 5" Betty Fox| 6" Annemarie | '/
Purcell, 7 Patti Murphy | 8" Peter Stevenson| 9 Morah Fisher| 10" Paddy Purcell pe b

L

Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.
Anyone interested in leaming to play, classes in the Parish Centre on Tuesdays from 10am to 11.30am. All welcome.
Samaritans Co. Laois; We need listening volunteers, will you join us? Information/Recruitment Evening in the
Midlands Park Hotel, Portlacise on Wednesday 13" September at 7.30pm, Please come along to learn maore,
Breakthrough Cancer Research are the largest funder of research into poor prognosis cancers in the island of
Ireland. We are looking for help with our Abbeyleix collection an Thursday 29" September. If you have an hour to
spare please contact Mary at 021 422 66 55 or email mary@breakcancer.ie

Portlaoise Active Retirement Group: Hello all, Our holiday to Louth on the 25" September is not fully booked so we
are opening it up to non members. If anyone would like to join us please contact Sheila on 087-6204617 or Trudy
086-3136182 or any committee member,

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Petition Wall in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church; Please pray for all petitions and you are welcome to place a
petition on the wall at any time

Emmanuel House Clonfert, Co. Galway; Day of Prayer including first Saturday Fatima Devotions led by Eddie
Stones & team, Saturday 2™ Sept starting at 1lam. Talks, Adoration, Music, Confessions, Holy Mass and Healing
Service, All are welcome. Please bring a packed lunch,




Back to School

(Peter's Confession)
It's back to school time again! Some of you are probably
feeling excited. Some of you may be a little sad that
summer is over. You may feel nervous or a little scared
about going back to school because of all the new things
that you will have to face., You will have new teachers,
some new friends, and some of you may even be going
to a new school.
On the first day of school, the teacher will probably ask some guestions to see how much you
already know. When the teacher asks a question to which you know the answer, you might wave
your hand excitedly in the air and say, "I know! I know!" It is a great feeling when you know the
answer, isn't it? It sure helps to take away those "back to school Jitters."
In the gospel today, the disciples are going "back to school." Can you guess who their teacher is?
Right! Jesus is their teacher. Jesus often took his disciples aside to teach them important lessons
about the Kingdom of God. This was one of those days. Jesus began his lesson that day by asking
his disciples a question.
"Who do men say that [ am?" Jesus asked.
I imagine that one of the disciples raised his hand and said, "I know! 1 know! Some people say
that you are John the Baptist."
Then another of the disciples raised his hand and said, "I know! I know! Some people say you are
Elijah."
A third disciple raised his hand and said, "Some people say that you are Jeremiah or one of the
other prophets.”
"Wery good," Jesus said, "that is what other people are saying, but who do you say that I am?"
You know, I think that Peter was so excited that he forgot to raise his hand. I think he just called
out to Jesus, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God."
Jesus said, "You are right, Peter. You didn't learn that from listening to other people. It was
taught to you by my Father in heaven."
The lesson that the disciples learned that day is just as important today as it was then. Many
people in our world today still do not know who Jesus is. You and I need to be ready with the
answer, "He is the Christ, the Son of the living God."

Prayer
Dear Father, when people are searching for the answer to the question,
"Who is Jesus?" help us to be ready with the answer.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen




Peter’'s Confession of Christ

Complete the sentences by filling in the blanks with the correct words from the
word bank at the bottom of the page.

1. Some people thought that Jesus was the

2. Others said he was Elijah, Jeremiah or one of the

3. Jesus asked, "Who do say that I am?”
4, Simon Peter answered, "You are the the Son of the living
God.”
5. Jesus said, "This was revealed to you by my in
6. “You are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
7. "I will give you the of the kingdom of heaven.”
8. Jesus warned his not to tell anyone that he was the Christ.
DISCIPLES  CHRIST JOHN CHURCH PROPHETS
YOU FATHER HEAVEN KEYS BAPTIST

Back to Sc ool Prz yer ' Blessing of school bags will take
| e % place in the

Parish Church
: at 6.30pm Mass
A~/ next Saturday
N (2nd September).

Dear God,
Thank you for holiday times
For freedom, family and friends.
Help me to keep these happy times
in my heart. o o { .
I am excited to start school. —
To spend time with my teacher %’% E” ‘ N .
and school friends. /—\ ro ow'
Help me to settle back St. Peter & Paul's Children's Choir
into this school year!
Help me to learn,
to grow in confidence
And to have lots of fun.

Now open to new members for 2023/2024
All primary school Students welcome

Amen. = Rehearsal: Friday's Rehearsals start
Jokes for today! o Time: 3:15pm - 4:30pm Friday the 8th of
‘v‘rd;hail:jis a snake’s favourite subject in | [ acation: Parish Centre September
SCNO0N s

AlD]555S551H LIBMSUY

Why did the teacglter.rlcv;?ar sunglasses to To Enrol Contact:

yBlg 0S 2iam SIUSPNIS 13y 95NEISg tIaMSUY troymusmS@gmall.cum




This was a major week, for over 60,000 students who
received their leaving certificate results. Sincere best
wishes to all students, who soon begin a new journey, I
suggest that as students of life, time is the greatest
teacher of all. What makes us tick? Where do we find our
foundations in life..

One key biblical image is that of building solid
foundations, making a dramatic distinction between
building on rock as opposed to on sand (Malthew 7
24-27). The point of foundations is that they have to be
done in advance, this largely hidden, deep digging, has an
enarmous impact on the stability of the building. The
importance of the foundations are only realised when the
storm comes and tests the structure, These days are an
opportunity to do this crucial excavation work, to deepen
our foundations and give us something to hang onto during
the personal and social storms that threatens us. These
are ten principles based on the wisdom of St. Ignatius of
Loyola, suggestions for how you might concretely build up
a good structure and hopefully help weather the many
storms

1. Know pourself. The ancient Greek wisdom highlights the
importance of the journey into oneself, the acquiring of
crucial self knowledge that allows a person to be creative,
responsible and free. Generally, we are given a gift or
talent in one area, which also comes Wwith a
shadow side. Some kind of journaling or diary writing can
help as a way of reflecting on life experience and seeing
the meaning in it. Ask for divine help to process difficult
experiences, It can take a lifetime, maybe that's why we
live so long in general.

2. Accept your humanity. We are all a complex mix of
body, mind and soul, with great gifts but also a great
capacity to deceive ourselves. We are often driven by de-
sires that unexamined will ruin us, but conversely will com-
plete is. The best thing is that we have the tools to make
great things of ourselves with humility and God's help.
There are two basic movements within us, towards God
and life and the opposite; we can learn how to differentiate
these feelings or moods. This skill of discernment has to be
learned and practiced, the challenge is accepting the mix
of good and evil in us.

3. Tackle your demons. Many of us labour under the
effects of the past, wounds or secrets that can severely
limit our peace and happiness. It takes real courage to
face into these, to ask for help (e.q. a counsellor or a close
and trusted friend) and to take the necessary steps to
move on.

4. Make amends. Inevitably we will have made mistakes
along the way, we have a duty to try to right the wrongs
that we have done insofar as that is possible. There is
something concrete and real about actions as opposed to
just words, The word “sorry’ goes a long way,

5. Put the supports in place. No one is a completely self
sufficient ‘island’, rather we are who we are through
relationships and particular individuals or institutions.
Accepting that you cant do it alone means figuring out
what supports or people you need to help you, The self
sufficient ego doesnt like this so you have to actively go
against it to put supports in place. Have a regular prayer/
meditation practice. This is the most challenging thing as
it demands accepting limits, the need for a higher power
and the need to ask for help. A bit like charging a battery,

Time to Think!

Building Solid Foundations

,:,FOUNDATIDN

o m
-4_-

o 8o -.1......
-

the,rE'. is no shortcut for being plugged into the source for a
certain time and frequency, It becomes easier with
practice; the Spirit prays within us. God needs the access
and time to make great instruments of us.
6. Fix a bad habit. Things tend not to get better by
themselves so it's better to set out to conquer a bad habit
intentionally and applying our resources to it, recognising
that we need God's help especially in really tough
challenges (pray as If everything depends on you but act
as if everything depends on God). Apparently it takes
around 7 weeks to fix a habit; start now. Bring God's grace
to bear on the very root of the problem, clear all other
debris,
7. Thank those who have made you what you are. A really
useful exercise is to look back and realise all the people
and kind actions that brought you to where you are,
Remember what power you have to influence others for
good in the same way. Break the cycle of negativity and
regret though, it goes nowhere. Cultivate an ‘attitude of
gratitude
8. Reflect on your life and to what extent you are living
your fifes purpose and finding meaning. This s
challenging, to examine the choices and compromises
made in your 'big’ decisions. Realise that you always have
choices and pray for the insight to know what to do now,
whether to live with it or make changes. Inevitably life is
messy but God is there somewhere and we always have
choices, even if it is to find meaning in less that ideal
circumstances, It is in aligning ourselves to 3 sense of
mission that we really come alive.
9. Reflect on your death - it's going to happen anyway!
How would you like to have looked back on your life, what
would you like to be remembered for, what can you do
about it now? This is not a morbid speculation but rather
an invitation to life fully the time that you have as a gift.
We know from following Jesus that death is nothing to
fear. The Cross of Christ is the centre of our lives.

idi
Masons, when they start upon a building,
Are careful to test out the scaffolding,
Make sure that planks won't siip at busy points,
Secure all ladders, tighten bolted joints,
And yet all this comes down when the job's done
Showing off walls of sure and solid stone.
So if, my dear, there sometirmes seem to be
Ol bridges breaking between you and me
Never fear. We may let the scaffolds faf
Confident that we fiave Duilt our wall.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 30,400 followers or @4bbeyfeixP
or feave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaofseparish.ie/articles



BLESSED BRIGIDA MORELLO
Foundress of the Ursulines of Mary Immaculate

The Congregation of the Ursulines of Mary Immaculate (UMI) was
founded by Blessed Brigida Morello on 17th February 15649in Piacenza, Italy.
| During this era, education for the girl children was a far-fetched dream and was
very difficult to find a platform for the ladies to come up in life. Blessed Brigida
recognizing this need of the time responded prophetically, started her mission of
I é \ educating young girls instilling in them the Christian values, who in turn would
. (E‘ be the future mothers, the home maker to hand over the faith to the coming

. L generations. Centuries later Five Zealous Italian Missionaries landed in Kerala,
el IRy [ndia on 12th MNovember in 1934. The Ursulines gradually extended their

(1610 - 1679) services to different parts of India and other continents as well.

Responding to the call of the LORD, according to the special needs of the people the mission is spread out
in 103 convents at present in 5 different Provinces, engaged in various apostolate, such as education,

healing Ministry Social apostolate and Pastoral Ministry. Besides Italy and India, the mission has expanded
to Brazil, Africa, U.K and Ireland.

Spirituality of Blessed Brigida
Blessed Brigida's passionate love for the Crucified Lord developed from her very tender age, gradually
culminated in an ardent desire to suffer for his greater glory. Twenty four long years of her cheerful
suffering reflects this passion in her. Deep interior union with her beloved in profound contemplation made
it possible to lead and guide the congregation with zeal and enthusiasm. Conformity to God's holy will in
total abnegation and genuine unfeigned humility are ways of soaring the heights of holiness, according to
Blessed Brigida. She was so well adorned with modesty, humility and deep interior and exterior serenity.
She exhorts the importance of embracing adversities with patience, and hergic mortifications as powerful
aid to genuine progress in sanctity.
Venerable Sr. Maria Celine Kannanaikkal
Venerable Maria Celine Kannanaikkal, an epitome of Blessed Brigida Morello,
our Foundress, had an ardent devotion to the Crucified Lord from her early
childhood. She was born into an ordinary devout Christian family on 13th
February 1931 in Kerala, India. After her training and few years of teaching,
she decided to dedicate her life and thus joined the Congregation in 1954,
During her Novitiate she led a very virtuous life, and was blessed with visions
-+ and ecstasies. She also had to undergo various unpleasant experiences from
| the evil one, which she endured bravely for the love of the Crucified Lord and
Sr. Celine offered it for the salvation of souls.

After a lot of apprehensions she was professed on 20th June 1957. On the day of her Profession, Jesus
appeared and requested her to surrender her health she is enjoying. Thus after 35 days of her life as a
Professed sister, she was called for her eternal reward at an younger age of 26. Several people testify that
they receive innumerable favours through her intercession. She has promised "I will come with my beloved
Jesus to console those who are in great difficulties.”
She was raised as the Servant of God on 29th July,
and Pope Francis elevated her to Venerable on 5Sth
August 2022,

The 10am Mass on Thursday 31st August in
St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise will be
celebrated as a Mass of Blessed Brigida Morello.

Ursuline sisters, Parnell Crescent and Raheen URSULINE PRESENCE AT A GLANCE
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;
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Declan Daly
44 Rathgailine
Portlaoise

Peter Frawley
Lynden Court
Portlaoise

(1)

Mary Farrell
Nee Maher
20 Mountain View,
Portlaoise

(11

(1)

(1}

Paddy Ramsbottom
Athy & formerly
Main St. Stradbally

(1)

Lily McDonald

Nee Wey
Larchfield House,
Ballyroan

he
Fuven fﬁa@ﬁ ) W@Mf the darkest

um%f, 9 fear no ewil; for Ypau are with me;
Your rod and y&w:f - fﬁgy comfortme,

(13
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be |eft for the family by logging on to
the death notice at mmﬂauisqnish.ie.‘dqﬁhmﬁuas
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% In Loving Memory of
EDWARD (Ned) McEVOY
Capoley, Portlaoise - 25™ Anniversary (30" August)

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
this Sunday 27" August at 12:30pm.
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Time ury"‘b&f& miutﬁsr}'ﬁar. MEMOries f{e_*e'p you

tL

very near. No need for words except to say

you are loved and missed each passing day.

-
In God's care you rest alone, in our hearts you rest in love,
Never more than a thought away, loved and remembered
everyday by Sarahann, ailish, Mary, Joe and Breda and
families.
Also thinking of our Mother Madge at this time.

May Edward Rest in Reave
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‘?‘ In Loving Memory o

JOHN SCULLY
Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.
3 Anniversary occurs 2 September 2023

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on Saturday
2"! september at 6.30pm.
Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others’ needs,

Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories left behind.

Sadly missed by all fris loving family and friends.

Rest in Reace ~John
) §

? In Loving Memory of
JEROME PADIOS
10 Rossdarragh Glen, Portlaoise.
15t Anniversary occurs 28" August 2023
Your life was ane of kindly
deeds, a helping hand for
others’ needs. Sincere and true
in heart and mind, beautiful

memories left behind.
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Loved and sadly missed by
his wife Lisa, children JL, |B,
Grapes, Cherry and his
grandchildren Alexa, Yanna,
Kyle and Kate.

Rest in Peaave Cerome
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In Loving Memory of @< Treasured Memories of D] |
MICHAEL DALTON CHRISTOPHER DWANE ;

4 Borris Little, Portlaoise. , 28 0" Moore Place, Portlaoise.
3" Anniversary occurs 27 August 2023, F Amaisgrsiery ook 3T Anpust 201

E . We did not Enow that mornsng,
Your presence we miss, 4 TWhat sorrotw the day would bring,
Your memory we treasure, When a feart of gold stopped beating,
Loving you r:e.!rwa_}u', y And we conldn't do a thing,
Forgetting you never. /) r Il. It broke our hearts to fose you,
- 4 But you did not go alone,
Sadly missed by fis loving wife For part of s went with you, the day God called you fome,

ﬂ{agarxt,famﬂjr cmd__ﬁwm Abways remembered EJ.r fais foving mother and f:’nm]l'_'}'_
Rast in Reace CMichae! My Ghristy Rt in Raace

In Loving M In Loving Memory o
n Loving Memoryof QIT I Lot Moo~ ¥

3 Late of Borris Rd., whose 28" Anniversary occurs 27 August.
. . Grange, Str m"b“"r't"r: . " Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
10" Anniversary occurs at this time. P Parish Church, this Sunday 27" August at 12:30pm.
Gone are the days we nsed to share Peter,
Bk in iy feart o are uﬁ{l.r:}'s there,
The gates of memory will never close,
And throughout our [rves, ' I miss you more than anyone fnows,
no matter where, With tender fove and deep regret,
I who foved you will never forget.
Lovingly remembered today and forever.
Sadly missed by his loving family. Deeply missed by your loving Julie xxx

CMay ~ohm Rest in ' Reace

? In Loving Memory of <7< .
| ; 1 In Loving Memory of
WILLIE O'REILLY ARON GING
Formerly of 13 Borris Rd & 13 Holdbrook, Portlaoise
1" Anniversary occurs on 27 August 2023.
Those we fove don't go away 3
They are there beside us every day T hinking of you ahvays
Unseen, unheard, but afways near It is especially difficult today not to
Stifl foved, still missed, and very dear have you here,
Missed and remembered by your wife To celebrate the hﬂﬁ‘fﬁf!-' HiTES We
Sheila, children Karen and Adrian, - shared over another joyful year,
grandchildren, brother, sister and We wish we had just one more chance
extended family and friends. to see your happy smile,

. -11- To laugh and celebrate with you,
Reast in Reace W illie NG h?  just for o little while,
. L A We'll hold you close forever,
In Loving Memory of % deep within our hearts,

CHRISTOPHER CON CARROLL CIN ERE BT ISR WD s,

26 Beladd Upper, Portlavise. _ D EVIE R DBV DTy
18" Anniversary occurs 29" Angust 2023 This day was always special, so we just want to say,

That we are thinking of you with lots of love,
Chris, I would fie to say so many things, g ofy f

: On this, your Birthday.
I don't Epow wihere to start, : I w by
. T onty kpow [ miss you from the bottom of Happy Heavenly Birthday Aron &f
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As each day dawns we think_of you
As each night falls, we pray for you
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In our fiearts you are always there.
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formerly 51 Borris Little
Whose 4" Birthday away from home occurs 26" August@
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nty fieart, Always in our thoughts, forever in our fearts, iy
&/ When I am sad and lonely and everything Loved and remembered by all your loving family.

: goes wrong, I seem to fear you wihisper, .
= 4 “chesrisig $4E Sarty ou Rt in Leace Aron
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Loved and remembered afways by your foving wife Sheifn. IS IS YR Y T
CMay Glhristopher Rest in Reace Light 2. e & B!
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In Loving Memory of
ALLAN WRIGHT

The Green, Kilminchy, Portlavise,
6" Anniversary occurs 1" September 2023
T & am still with you
If it seems that [ am far away, on this
empty and solemn day,
Just open your freart and ﬁ;mw its true,

- - - 2

- - - - - - - - - - - .

+ KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS | |

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

V.
>y

Contact Matthew
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That I am still right here with you.

Sadly missed by your loving wife Iva,
children Janet, Barbara, Alan,

087-2549195
Teresa and Siobhan, grandchifdren, David OB 7.2369887
great-grandchilidven and all your foving family and frienids.

Rt in Reace “Dear Allan HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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Portlaoise Parish Pllgrlmage We have opened a new office and show rocom on
to the Holy Land Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
'?th y 1_5th Septem ber 2{]23 [opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;
057-8620567
PAUL; D87-2562137
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086-2770095 L

(11
"
L)

(1]
L)
Ll

F::

"
L)

(1]
"
L)

Portlaoise
Stone Centre

+ We supply an extensive range of headstones and

(11
L

Have your loved ones included in our daily
Mass at all the Holy sites in the Holy Land.

For the sick, deceased, your intentions or
thanksgiving, signed Mass cards, Mass bouquets
are available from;

John 087-1254841 | Kitty 087-9506634
Chris 086-1987596.

For further info. contact John, Kitty or Chris.

plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photas - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.
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4 seats available for trip to Holy Land. Contact
Joe Tully Carlow on 05991-36100.
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MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

#i THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

Please visit our new website www. portlacisestone.ie
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< For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
W =oour bespoke memorial carids,
Create o ellage of images flustrating
the life of your loved one with eur
experf Dexien Team.
Al our Curds are individnally destgned
uiige keepsakes, with no hidden charges
for additional plotes or images
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Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
E= ! Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie
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Lnit 3, Clonminsmg Bisingss
Portlaoise, Co. Laois
BO5T 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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HHC Baton Twirlers Portlaoise,
Dance Fitness

HHC is an established fun, fitness dance club for children & teens aged
A-18 years. Classes are taught by a fully gualified MCEF, Zumba Zin,
Garda Vetted, insured instructor. Our club is also registered with the
Baton Twirling Sport Association of Ireland (BTSAL).

Activities include: Baton Twirling, Hula Hoop Dance, Zumba Kids, Pom Poms,
Hip Hop, dance games, class shows, Baton Grading & vyearly BTSAI
competition.

The classes are a fun & sociable place for children & teens who love
everything dance & want to be part of a team. 2024 will see the clubs
20" anniversa ry.

New 8 week term starting on Tues 29" & Wed 30" August in St Mary’s Bingo Hall.

Lil Starz 4-7years class on Tuesdays 3.30-4.30pm
Lil Starz 4-7 years class on Wednesdays 4.00-5.00pm

9 Super Starz 7-18 years class on Tuesdays 4.30-6.30pm
For full details & bookings;

Contact : 086 - 8857116
Email: info@happyheartsclub.ie

n Find the club on Facebook: HHC Baton Twirlers Portlaoise, Dance Fitness.

.:|‘|l_. 5 -j 'I‘"." 7 .;:-'E-r:-r
ledjugorje, August2023
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Portlaoise Parish recent Pilgrimage to Medjugorje
Spiritual Director: Fr. George Adzato
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Friday Night Bingo in St. Mary’s Hall
Resuming Friday 15" September at 8pm

Buses collecting from their usual pick-up points in the Portlaoise area at 7:30pm.
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§ PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY

Scheme
POSITIONS
AVAILABLE:

Childcare Assistants

REQUIREMENT
FOR ELICIBILITY:

* Aged 21 or over
Locations « In receipt of a social welfare
« Portlaoise payment for at least 12

« Mountmellick months
« Killadooley « Ability to work 19.5 hours a

» Portarlingto e
« Abbeyleix f\
\ »

APPLY NOW

:
% For More Information
/ u Contact Emer or Lisa at

cescheme@laocispartnership.le

CE Scheme Is funded by the Department of
A video on CE Scheme can
s Going on’ section of the
o at the end of the page

SOsAD Ireland

We're here to listen, night or day.

& 1800 9201 909

| FATIMA

FATIMA PILGRIMAGE

el ""“’I'I" | Director r Fat Hennessy

Iij]lq]Fk laur

13 JUNEzuzi :

Ints

€899 per persnn sharing
(€100 off per person if paid in full by 1 December 2023)

Direct return flights from Dublin to Lisbon

20kg bags incleded

Return airport transfers in Fatima

7 nights Hotel Avenida

Full Board: breakfast, lunch & dinner each day

Full religious programme

Guided tour of Sanctuary & Basilica of Our Lady of the Rosary
Visits to Aljustrel & Valinhos

Optional travel insurance & single supploment

For information and bookings, please contact:
Maura 0'Brien 087 1210263

Joe Walsh Tours | 29 Harcowrt Street, Dublin 2, D02 WYEE
weanw Joewpkshtowrs le | infoijoswalahtous fe | Ressrustions: 01-2410800
Potrren L3 Tt ns Wl sy Tours s bl and! Besnsad T bee Corvevi sars For Ao Feudoti i breband) - TO270 and
TAOECES - in conplisroe with e Pad-ae Trovel and Linked Troved Arangomont Fockaos Rapulabon.




Results for
24" August 2023

Portlaoise Parish

No €13,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER

Joe Dunne Parish Centre
Geraldine Doran 17 Mary Doran
Marguerite Walshe Match Marguerite Walsh
Daniel Rafter 3s Lotto Gift
Caroline Byrne Receive Lily Whelan

Jason Anita & Tom €59 Laura Skelly
Margaret Parkinson e Barbara Dowling
John Joe Ging Anne Ging

Claire Scully Parish Shop

Play PARISH

LEOOE

OHMLIMNE

Browns Shop
Browns Shop

Teresa Doran
Teresa O’'Connor

Mary Murphy warw, portlaciseparish e Elizabeth Dowling
Tom Delaney John Loughlin
Aishling & Eimear Keogh Betty Lynch

Sarah Power Paul Dooley
G&B Betty O"Rourke

Ann Savage Pacelli Walshe

Foallow 7= %"  @PortlacizseParis
& Like U= @

Next Week’s Jackpot is €14,000

portlaciseparishlacis

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

=% Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
: Tel: 057 8600122

l.':r"! Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ' o Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Deacon Eugene Keyes
§ Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Twenty First Week in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 22:19-23 Psalm: 137:1-3, 6, 8
Romans 11:33-36 Matthew 16:13-20

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and palicies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches,
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
;‘. -.'? ==t .I II ¥ 1
o Bl

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlaoiseparish.le

[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



Donation Entry
Bring your own secateurs

10:30-4:30 FIELD EVENT, In aid of LOFFA &

Heath House, The Heath, . : :
Co.Laois, R32 VH28 Azheimer's Society of

Tel: 085 1754709 Ireland

This 1s an organic farm field event.

Strong covered shoes are recommended.

Access limited to the sunflower field area only. Max 200 people at
any time. Children must be supervised at all times by a parent or
responsible adult. Parking available on The Heath. Weather
dependent.

In aid of: Laois Offaly Families for Autism and The Alzheimer’s
Society of Ireland




