" PORTLAOISE |
PARISH

24th September 2023

Twenty Fifth Sunday
in Ordinary Time
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Ist September - 4th October

Europe’s largest outdoor event “The National Ploughing Championships” takes place each year in the month of
September. This year it took place in Ratheniska. Despite the bad weather on the first day, the huge crowd
attended the event, making it again a very successful. Our Diocese Tent welcomed many visitors, Bishop Denis
asked people to name their favourite saint. ‘/ expect that people will name saints from all over the world, saints
they pray to daily or in times of trouble, the saint whose name they chose at Confirmation or perhaps, the saint
associated with their locality,” he said. And the favourite saint that people have chos\an )‘&-St. Anthony!
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie 5 1} , ofb.com/portlaoiseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaoiselinkup

@PortlaoiseParis

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Queuing for
Heaven?

of the most
\| expensive department
stores holds a sale and
shoppers form a
queue. The most
ardent bargain hunters
bring sleeping bags and queue overnight. Other shoppers
arrive five minutes before the sale. When the store finally
opens the doors the queue surges forward in a frenzy.
Shoppers ‘push in’ from every direction greedy for the
bargains. Does this make us cross? Of course it does and
rightly so. The people who arrived first should get the
bargains first. Most of us would agree that that is only fair.

The problem comes when we try to use this same sense of || .

‘justice’ in earning a place in God’s Kingdom. Surprise
surprise! Gaining God’'s grace is not like queuing for
bargains, neither has it got anything to do with how many
more hours we have worked in a vineyard, nor has it got
anything to do with measuring how many years we have
served as disciples.

Once again we are reminded that things that count for so
much in this world are turned upside down in God’s world.
We are taught not to think we are worth more as Christians
than those who have found Christianity late in life. If we
have lived life as God asks from the outset then we should
simply count ourselves as lucky. For others, life’s paths may
have taken more difficult and painful twists.

The employer in today’s parable pays his employers exactly
the same amount regardless of the time they arrived at the
vineyard. Jesus is telling us that there are no ‘partial
benefits’ in God’s kingdom. If we have earned a place in
heaven we have earned a place, there won't be some
places better than others. God’s love is God’s love. We are
each promised the same measure of his grace.

“... So the last will be first and the first will be last.” We
would be foolish to expect some kind of pecking order at
heaven’s gates. We would be even more foolish to expect
some kind of organised queuing system or loyalty cards for
the longest serving. Those who arrive late should certainly
not be regarded as somehow cheating the system. We must
recognise God’s generosity in giving a level field for all and
emulate it. We must be happy for the latecomers, especially
if we have played a part in attracting them by our shining
example!

‘My friend, I am not being unjust to you; did we not
agree on one denarius? I choose to pay the

last-comer as much as I pay you.’” Today’s Gospel

Mass times for the coming week
(Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

e

We welcome into our
Parish Community
Asher Udeh, Ashewood Walk
Robyn Hogan, Broomville

Who were baptised last weekend.

St. Michael, St. Gabriel
And St. Raphael
September 29th :
Michael, Gabriel and Raphael W&
are called saints because NJ'
they are holy, but they are Ii
different from the rest of the [
saints because they were not human; they
were Archangels. Each Archangel, we are
told, has a specific mission or an 'essence’.
Archangel Michael is the angel of
protection. This powerful being of light,
whose name means 'Who is like God', has a
purpose to protect as the 'defender of the
light and goodness'. Gabriel's name means
'the power of God'. Gabriel is the
announcer, the communicator of good
news. We can ask him to help us be good
communicators as he was. Raphael, whose
name means 'God heals', is invoked when
we need healing, not only for ourselves but
for others too.

October Collection for the
Priests of the Parish
Envelopes for the October Collection for the
priests of the parish are in the Development
Boxes or in the Church porches.
Thank You for your support.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Located within Mulhall’'s SuperValu, Kellyville Centre, Portlaoise. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST &
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

(28+ years experience with Private &
Public Sector)

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES**

RAMPS & RAILS

F O R T H E H O M E

We install concrete ramps to allow freedom of
movement and steel handrails to provide safe

access for everyone
/ -
aalll

T s

IO\ contact David

087-2675106

o1

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?




Laois: 057 86 34050
Kildare: 045 433 569

) : ~Info@mochuaprint.ie
s , =¥  www.mochuaprint.ie

"

IG & GRAPHIC DESIGN

060066 WIIEIT Eaitin

clubvitae Laois Physiotherapy

Clinic
) live life physically well

v~ 20-meter ,

swimming pool '

and kids' pool The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE Bsc msc miscp NICOLA CALDBECK Bsc misce MAACP

v Fullfitness suite CONOR BOLTON BscMsc MiscP
and weights area

! Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
v~ Class Studio { - - . 1\ 7o book by phone: 087 666 4808

v~ Sauna : ‘ SR S Services include

" {Staain Roor : : e Manual Therapy

Exercise Prescription

Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping

Home Visits

Dry Needling

Exercises Classes

Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

v~ Jacuzzi

Gift Card

Opening Hours:

Mon: 9:30am - 6pm Thurs: 8:30am - 7:00pm
Tues: 8:30am - 5:30pm Fri:  9:30am - 5.30pm
Wed: 9:30am - 5.30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regards, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic



Portlaoise College
1st Year Open Evenings

Scholarship exam offered to all
incoming first years

Parents and students can choose to attend on either
Wednesday, 27 or Thursday,
28 September 2023, 7:00pm

Parents/Guardians of all 5th & 6th Class Students are welcome.
« Come see our full range of subjects in action.

+ Meet our management and staff.

« Participate in school tours and view the state-of-the-art facilities
« View a wide range of curricular and extra-curricular activities.

7:00pm Principal’s address in school sports hall
7:30pm School tour commences

Tuesday 3" - Thursday 19*
October 2023

+ Individual Guided Tours of Portlacise College available
« Tours can be booked by contacting the school

Important Dates to Remember!

+ 2" October 2023 - 1st Year Enrolment Opens

+ 23" October 2023 @ 5pm for 1st Year Enrolment closes

+ Week of 15" January 2024 - Incoming 1st Year Aptitude Exam
28" February 2024 - Scholarship Exam

CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: (057) 862 1480 Email: info@portlaocisecollege.ie

Apply online at www.portlaoisecollege.ie or scan the QR code



Qualified Foot Care Professional

House Calls Available

Dip FH Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh

. 083-4188753

Often ask people to repeat themselves?
Struggling to hear in noisy surroundings?
People say you have the TV too loud?

4 Y
bonavox canhelpyou ¢ 253
hearclearlyagainl —=%%

Don’t miss out any more.

Arrange a free hearing test with your local
bonavox hearing specialists at O’Farrell Opticians
and start your journey to clearer hearing!

Free PRSIGrant Discreet
Hearing Eligibility Digital
Please quote BXCH 01 when calling. Tests Checks Technology

O’Farrell Opticians @ bOn adVOX

Bull Lane, Portlaocise R32 Y522
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BREEN STEEL SHEDS

STEEL SHEDS CATTLE CRUSHES ALL WEATHER CLOTHESLINES

Various sizes of Cattle Crushes and all weather Clotheslines available to order.

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle storage in
residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

Manufacturing Security Steel Frames for Windows and Doors.

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois | Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

Do you know in Ireland that almost

11N 5 aduits

have difficulty with reading and writing, 1 in 4 have difficulty
with maths, and 1 in 2 have difficulty using
digital devices?

If you or an adult family member would like
support, please contact your local ETB. This
service is FREE and CONFIDENTIAL.

“Let us empower everyone in Ireland to be their best possible selves”
Simon Harris TD Minister for Further and Higher Education, Research,
Innovation and Science. Adult Literacy for Life Strategy July 2021
Contacts for services:
Laois Adult Literacy Service: 057 866 1338
& Offaly Adult Literacy Service: 057 934 9444
NALA freephone number: 1800 20 20 65

Email: learninghub@Ioetb.ie
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Laois
Through
the Lens

“Laois through the Lens” is an engaging photobook
by Portlaoise Camera Club, featuring captivating
portraits of the people of Lacis.

~ Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise

Thursday 28th September at 11am

The Laois Alzheimer Café will provide a warm,
welcoming space for people with dementia, their family
and friends, social and health care professionals, to
meet, exchange ideas and learnings. All are welcome.

For further information please contact Ann Munnelly - Now on sale |n -
086-8372168 | amunnelly@alzheimer.ie

or Grainne Roche Duff 087-6075037 e

pLLBwOOKs
=

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Are you retired? Are you under 707
Would you like a top up on your pension?

Learn to drive a minibus!
with Siney Bus Hire

Specialising in boundary
hedges including
borders, box hedging
and ornamental

Speak to Edwyn
Siney today!

086 304 6262

- = Ray 085-2055198




D A N S P R AY Cardtown, Mountrath, Co. Laois

Professional Kitchen
Re-Spraying

Over 20 years experience

What is your colour??

087 - 6851591

www.aidanmoore.ie

LEAVING CERT & JUNIOR CERT

MATHS
GRINDS

FROM AN ACTUARIAL
MATHEMATICS STUDENT IN DCU

Mountmellick Road, R32 XR27
Monday - Friday

_9.30am - 6pm

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT
FERGUS LANGTON: 689 258 86215

Rosary at the Grotto
Sts. Peter & Paul’s

| N . 3 Church, Portlaoise
II | 1111 e A B First Friday of
T C— ,.

lckfloors@o tlook every month at 8pm
FacebookCl




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING

e School Cleaning

e General House Cleaning

e Deep Cleaning

e End of Tenancy Cleaning

Cleaning of offices,

schools, shops, salons etc. Contact

us for all your cleaning needs.
087-9737073

LN

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential,

Non- Judgemental service.
Abbeyleix. Online counselling
sessions available also.
Enquires welcome. Contact
085-8762314

ERAWAN

THAI MASSAGE

Pepper's Court
Portlaoise
Open 7 Days

1lam-7pm

DAVE CUNNINGHAM L' &

CARPENTRY SERVICES ,‘

Registered and fully insured
Budget Kitchens €€€€ at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Panel work,
Partitions and wainscoting.
Outdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken.

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oil Boilers,
Oil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Removing all the old sludge and water that has built up

in your radiators and boilers over the years with clean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fuel bills and save money.

Ballyfin, Portlaoise. Call:

086-3758503

083-0988602
CLARE'S &

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

FOR SALE

2012 Hyundai i40 blue ‘Executive’
4-door, colour black, 1.7L diesel,
NCT 10/23, Tax 07/23. Genuine
reason for sale, Portlaoise area.
€5,250 o.n.o. Contact;

085-1581042
086-1594145

DS

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE
& GROUNDWORKS
stump removal, lawns,
kerbing, hedging,
Call now for a competitive quote!
085-7759975

§ Patio areas, driveways,
\ Ké
fencing and drainage.
dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

MC CARPENTRY

= 1°tand 2™ Fixing

Kitchens and

= Renovations
Fully registered

and insured
Contact Martin;

085-1986546

-
G
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PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam

e Kerbing

e Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

All Scrap Metal; Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

LAOIS ART & FRAMING
Selection of Paintings
Custom Paintings and

Custom Framing
€) Facebook; PCART
E-mail:
pc.art.lacis@gmail.com
Contact; 086-8700345

PORTLAOISE FATIMA
INVALID FUND TABLE QUIZ
Friday 6% October in
De Bruns & Hume’s Portlaoise
at 8.30pm.
€40 for table of 4.
Raffle and spot prizes on the
night. Book your table to
Maura 087-1210263




DeReach

Recruitment
Recruitment Consultant

Healthcare and Medical
Recruitment Specialists

Now Recruiting;
e Nurses e Care Assistants
e Social Care Workers ¢« Home Caregivers

Do you need a Caregiver, nurse or
someone to assist you in your home?
Then please do not hesitate to contact us.
We are here to help.

Call: +353 89 2438 613
E-mail: info@dereachrecruitment.ie
Office: +353 85 1487 892

www.dereachrecruitment.ie

Mountain View Eco Wood

FIREWOOD SALES

- Net bag softwood logs €5

- Net bag hardwood logs €7

- Net bag kindle wood €3

- Order over €80, get 2

Kindle wood free

- Trailer load logs

(hardwood/softwood)

- 20kg bags Coal - Free delivery

Price increase due to new regulations
Phone card payments accepted.

Fuel Deal

2 Bags of 20kg Eco Glow
Smokeless Coal
3 Bags of logs
1 Bag of kindling wood
Delivered anytime to your door free

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

GARDEN MAINTENANCE
Hedges cut and trimmed
Trees and hedges planted
General garden maintenance.
Limited place available.
Contact Richard on

087-9828558
or WhatsApp

FULLY QUALIFIED TEACHER

available to work with Primary and
Post Primary students. At Primary
level all subjects are covered to
improve literacy and numeracy
skills and to complete homework.
At PP level, I organise the students,
complete homework CBAs and
prepare for exams across
numerous subjects. Contact

087-6955205

Portlaoise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday afternoon at 3pm in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of
friendship, fun and activities. New members welcome.
Monday 25 September; Bowls in St. Mary’s hall at 3pm, new members welcome, tuition given.

Wednesday 27'"; Survey

Thursday 28™; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.
16 members of our club are joining Abbeyleix for a holiday to Clonakilty in October. For any further information call

Sheila, PRO at 087-6204618.

Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 19" September;

Top Score: Catherine Brennan | 15t Lady: Rose Cole| 2" Lady: Molly O'Brien | 1%t Gent: Frank Keenan Y
2nd Gent: Sheila Duff |15 Half: Bridie Byrne & Betty Murphy | 2" Half: Tom Kearns | i

Raffle: 1% Tom Gowing| 2™ Paraic Dowling| 3™ Therese Mulhare | 4™ Betty Fox| 5" Mary J. Dunne
Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night, 7.30pm in the Parish Centre. A\

Classes in the Parish Centre on Tuesdays have finished for this season.

Wil
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Laois Alzheimer Society have vacancies on their Community Employment Scheme for Home Care Workers/Carers.
Applicants welcome from all areas in Laois. For further information please ring Ann Munnelly 086-8372168.
Breakthrough Cancer Research are the largest funder of research into poor prognosis cancers in the island of
Ireland. We are looking for help with our Abbeyleix collection on Thursday 29 September. If you have an hour to
spare please contact Mary at 021 422 66 55 or e-mail mary@breakcancer.ie

Date for your Diary; Niamh Kavanagh & Monasterevin Gospel choir in concert on Friday 13 October 2023 at 8pm.
Tickets €30. Booking at the Parish Office Monasterevin 045-525346 or Earley’s Fashion shop 045-525395. Proceeds in
aid of St. Peter & Paul’s Church & Monasterevin Tidy Towns. Concert will NOT be live streamed on the night.

Laois Open Door Theatre holds it’'s A.G.M on Tuesday 26th September in Ballyfin Hall at 8pm. Past, current and new
members are all welcome.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Petition Wall in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church; Please pray for all petitions and you are welcome to place a
petition on the wall at any time.

Emmanual House, Clonfert, Co. Galway; An afternoon of reflection, led by Fr. Chris Alar MIC, acclaimed author of
“Understanding Divine Mercy” and “After Suicide - There’s hope for them and you”, Thursday 5" October at 2pm, all
are welcome. Also Saturday 7™ October, first Saturday Fatima Devotions, led by Eddie Stones and team, starting at
11am. Please bring a packed lunch.

Growth in the Holy Spirit Monthly Retreat; Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Portlaocise on Saturday 30%
September from 10am to 1.30pm. Holy Mass at 10am - Confessions available. Retreat continues in Parish Centre from
10.45am to 1.30pm. (Exposition, Rosary, Holy Spirit Novena, Praise & Worship, Teaching, Prayer Ministry). Contact
Michael Nerney 086 - 8157305. Spiritual Director: Fr. Ruairi O'Domhnaill P.P. All welcome.

EXPERIENCED ELECTRICIAN FOR SALE
CHILDMINDER Stanley Erin stove with
AVAILABLE AVAILABLE boiler in pristine order.

Brown enamel in colour.
Mountmellick area.
Contact
086-1506620 (noTexts)

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;
087-2557342

in the Portlaoise area
Full drivers licence.
Contact

089-4468656




IS GOD FAIR?

"It's not fair!" Have you ever said those words? Be

honest, now! Maybe your brother or sister was
invited to go to the cinema with a friend and you
weren't invited. What was the your reaction? "That's
not fair! Why can't I go too?"

Perhaps you came home from school looking
forward to watching your favourite show on TV and
your mam says, "You can't watch TV until you have
finished your homework."

"Aw mam, that's not fair! By the time I finish my
homework my favourite show will be over!"

When we say, "It's not fair!" it usually means that
something is not going our way or we want something that someone else has.

In the Gospel today, Jesus told a story about a landowner who was hiring men to work in his
vineyard. He hired some of them early in the morning, some in the middle of the day, and
some he hired just before quitting time.

When it was time to pay the workers, he paid them all the same. Can you guess what the
workers who were hired early in the morning said? Your right, they cried out, "Hey! That's not
fair! You paid the workers who worked only one hour the same as those of us who worked all
day."

The owner of the vineyard said, "I am not being unfair to you. I paid you what I agreed to pay
you. Don't T have the right to do what I want with my own money? Are you jealous because I
am generous?"

The question for today is this: "Is God fair?" Of course he is! But do you know what else? The
gospel tells us that he is more than fair, the gospel tells us that "God is love." Does God love
us because we love him?" No, the Bible says, "This is real love-not that we loved God, but that
he loved us and sent his Son as a sacrifice to take away our sins." Wow! That's not fair-that's
love.

If we got what was fair, none of us would get to heaven. I'm glad that God doesn't give me
what is fair, but gives me his love and grace, in spite of what I deserve!

~ PRAYER

% Father, we thank you for loving us so much that you sent your
\
)

ﬁ Son to give us everlasting life.
In his name we pray. Amen.




The Workers in the Vineyard

“"These men who were hired last worked only one hour”, they said
‘and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden
of the work and the heat of the day.” Matthew 20:12
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VINEYARD EAVINEYARDRSTFGU
LANDOWNER I M I D TR I ZV EBMATDR
HEAVEN VWRSXOUFNPDTTIOV
gﬁé‘gﬁ EOSPMUQWMETEBRMC
——————" DRDGBSOKRRTOQERA
WAGES EKRYPDMITHVLUSW
HIRED HEYVNPHEGTETUBI QEAA
UNFAIR ORCAVSYICMWGEPKIL
RIGHT NSLHNQQRGUUBARWIK
RECEIVED y H G S Z LWRUWMHTIFEG
GBZYGDGTXREVQHBN

o
GLORY LG L Aben @ eew

Angel of God -4 &
My guardian dear
To Whom God's love
Commits me here.
Ever this day
Be at my side
To light and guard
To rule and guide. _ ,

Glory be
to the Father
and to the Son
1 and to the Holy Spirit.

As it was in the beginning

is now, and ever shall be,

world without end.

p-® AMEN




Once upon a time there was a businessman who
was sitting on the beach in a small Italian
village.

As he sat, taking a brief break from the stress
of his daily schedule, he saw a fisherman rowing
a small boat back into the harbour. In the boat
were a few large fish. Impressed, the business
man asked the fisherman, “How long does it
take you to catch so many fish?” To which he
replied “Oh, not so long.” The businessman was
confused, “Why don't you fish for longer to
catch even more?”

“More? This is enough to feed my entire family
and even offer some to my neighbours,” the
fisherman said. "So what do you do for the rest
of your day?” enquired the businessman. The
fisherman replied, “Well, I would usually have
caught my fish by late morning, at which point I
go home, kiss my wife, and play with my kids.
In the afternoon, I take a nap and read. In the
evening, I go to the village to have a drink with
my friends, play guitar, sing, and dance into the
night!”

Putting his entrepreneurial hat on, the business
man offered a suggestion. “I have a PhD in
business! I can help you become much more
successful. From now on, you should spend
longer at sea and catch as many fish as
possible. When you've saved enough money,
buy a bigger boat to catch even more fish. From
there, you’ll soon be able to buy more boats,
set up your own company, build a production
plant to can the fish and control distribution,
and move to the city to control your other
branches.”

To this, the fisherman asks, “And after that?”
The businessman laughs, “After that, you'll be
able to live like a king, take your company
public, float your shares and be rich!” “"And after
that?” Asks the fisherman once more. “After
that, you can retire, move to a house by the
sea, wake up early in the morning to go fishing,
then return home to play with your kids, kiss
your wife, take a nap in the afternoon and join
your friends in the village to drink, play guitar
and dance into the night!”

Timg to Think!

Keep Life Simple

£

—§:' :'ﬁ:v ¢
Life is really simple, but we insist on

making it complicated.

~Confucius~
7 A= -
.‘
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Puzzled, the fisherman replies, “"But isn't that
what I'm doing already?”

Be content with what you have. Do we really
need to keep pushing for more? Stress is often
a choice. There’s joy and peace in simplicity.

Life is a sacred journey. Hopefully our pathways
are level and smooth, but in our humanity, we
know at times, we walk the mountainous and
tough terrain. Our pathway, is a journey where
we're not in control, ultimately, all we have is
now. Living in the present is a very challenging
but most rewarding and life-giving blessing.
We all can feel at times weighed down and
overburdened, this is very true, if we have not
acknowledged or processed the wounds and
scars that life can inflict upon us from the past.
Resentment, bitterness, unforgiveness and
genuine hurt can weigh us down. Similarly,
another distraction on our journey is to worry
about tomorrow. The mortgage repayment, the
exam results, what will happen if?

The iconic Saint Padre Pio, had a very practical
spirituality which empowered him to live in the
present moment and experience the power of
now. His celebrated prayer is one that offers
deep relevance to all our lives. "My past life I
give to your mercy O Lord, tomorrow I hand
into your Providence, this day let me live in your
love”

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 30,750 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portliaoiseparish.ie/articles
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We are so lucky in our parish to have so many dedicated people who volunteer in the
ministries of the Church. There are a wide variety of ways to get involved, maybe as a
reader at Mass, or even as an altar server for our younger parishioners. There are also

some new ministry groups that will be formed in our Parish very soon, such as our
reformed Funeral Ministry Team. We need people in all areas of our parish to help us
make our parish a place for all.

There are a number of these ministries listed below and we would love to get more of you
involved. If you are interested place tick one or more of the ministries and include your
name, phone number and email address and we will be contact with you about upcoming

training.
Please Tick /

Reader at Mass

Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion
Funeral Ministry Team

Altar Server (open from 3rd Class)

Play and Pray Group

Baptism Team

Name:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

| give Portlaoise Parish permission to contact me in relation to the relevant ministry activities

Please Return this Form to the Parish Office



MQUNT ST-ANNES

RETREAT & CONFERENCE CENTRE

UPCOMING EVENT AT MOUNT ST ANNE’S, KILLENARD, PORTARLINGTON, CO. LAOIS
- Saturday 7" October 2023: Ageing with Grace Day 10am - 4.30pm

—

A day for people of any age committed to maturing wisely, living life to the full,
s accepting themselves as they are and cultivating light hearts, joyful spirits and
peaceful minds, no matter what! Facilitated by Maria Garvey

Cost: €60 (includes 2-course Lunch)

For details of all upcoming events, visit our website, www.mountstannes.com

For bookings, contact the Secretary on 057-8626153 or email secretary@ mountstannes.com

m ITEMS FOR SALE

=y Brass Door Handles

Y /[ The Heath Golf Club
=~

- only €6.50 set
Charity Open Day

New Shower Door
800m €120.00

Sunday 24t Sept

4 Stroke Lawnmower
with grass box €100

Contact
086-8067927

In aid of Kolbe Special School
Building Project

Visit of Relics of St. Thérese of Lisieux
Feast Day Celebration Weekend
30" September 2023: Arriving at St.
Brigid’s Church, Kildare Town at 5.30pm.
Champagne Scramble Mass at 6.30pm. Veneration before and after Mass.

Team of 4 (any combo)* Sunday 1*October 2023 arriving to the Carmelite
€10 per person or €40 per team Church, White Abbey for 10am Mass. Veneration after-

Enter on BRS, 1,2,3 or 4 persons wards till 2pm, The relic will leave at 2pm to travel to
R Whitefriar Street, Dublin for Mass at 4pm
with veneration afterwards. Further

* Must have a current handicap & be a
member of a club

@ f information can be obtained from the !Q
iontaft us: www.theheathgc.ie family of the late Pat Sweeney R.I.P on ®~
E Phone (057 8646533) R32 WR32 X 085 - 8887549

PORTLAOISE PARISH
PILGRIMAGE TO KNOCK FOR SALE
Sunday 24" September, 2023
Organised by Portlaoise Legion of Mary

Bus leaving Lyster Square Carpark both single beds. in very
at 9am sharp. Fare; €25 !

To book phone;
Una McCormack 086-2392997

Maura O’Brien 087-1210263 057-8622815

S. Kavanagh 086-3774554

Pair of pine beds,

good condition. Contact
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We are always happy to meet members of our virtual congregation

Pictured Above: Brianna and Nicco
Lombardo, Boston, Massachuetts

Pictured Above: Cara and Darby
Brown, Boise, Idaho, USA with
with Fr Nick.

Fr. Ciprian, Fr. Nick & Fr. Simon.

~—— 1}
-
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Pictured Above: Joe and Janet Koch
Parma, Ohio with Fr. Adriano.

Pictured Above: John & Rosemary
Mulgrew, Co. Down with Msgr. John.
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

BILL HOLLAND

Borris Little, Portlaoise
25™ Anniversary occurs on 30" B September 2023
. It’s hard to forget
someone who gave us
so much to remember.

Pat Doorley

Kilminchy Portlaoise
& Roscrea, Tipperary

The loss is immeasurable
but so is the love left
behind.

We honour and cherish
your memory Dad, your spirit lives on forever in
our hearts.

You are gone but not forgotten.
Your life was a blessing, your memory a treasure

Katie Donnelly

Portarlington &
Beechfield, Portlaoise

You are loved beyond words and missed beyond

Gavin Young measure

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on Sunday
Requiem Mass will take place in 1%t October at 12.30pm

Sts. peter &:au 's Church on Will those who think of our Dad today
Saturday 30" Sept at 12 noon

London & Newpark

A little prayer to Jesus say
Sadly missed and always remembered by your

Even fﬁovgﬁ 9 walk fﬁzﬂorgﬁ the davkest loving famify, relatives and friends.
m//ey, 9 fear no evil; for you are with me; :
Your rod and your staff - L‘ﬁey comfort me, Rest in Reace Iad

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may.be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

+ In Loving Memory of +
& Frances Contoy

"} Late of 35 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise
» Who died 27th Septembes, 1996 RIP.

 27th anniversary.

William McCormack

Late of Ballyfin Road, Portlacise
Who died 19th September, 1985 RIP.
38th anniversary.

- . John (Johnny) McCormack
Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust [ 4l ERoaRrRe e

) y A 3 S @ Who died 29th September, 2001 RIP.

in God; trust also in me. 2In my Father's P 221 anniversary

house are many rooms; if it were not so, Whose anniversaries occur at this time

I would have told you. I am going there Time may pass and fude anay,

to prepare a place for you. But silent thonghts and memories stay.

Loved and always remembered 1_
by all your family
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In Loving Memory of ? " In Loving Memory of

PATRICK RYAN RICHIE

12 Ridge Road, Portlaoz.se RAHAM
5”’ Anniversary occurs 28" September 2023 Ri g e R, Portlacise:

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 7> /I’nmver.sary occurs
{ in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, 24" September 2023

on Thursday 28th Sept at 10am. And his wife
Those we love don’t go away PHYLLIS
They walk beside us every day GRAHAM

Unseen, unheard but always near 31" Anniversary

Still loved, still missed, still very dear . occurs 1" October 2023
Loved and always remembered by your loving family. Anniversary Mass was celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s

: : Parish Church on Friday 22™ September at 10am.
Rest in Paave ' Ratrick } ol 3
Time unfolds another year,

@g%? In LOVlng Memory 0f ‘%@} Memories keep you very near,

Oz Deor Cotestan % No need for words except to say,

You are loved and missed each passing day.
TOMMY MOYLAN b ol foned
121 Hillview Drive, Portlaoise. Swdly ot by Con. [ils,

13™ Anniversary occurs 27" September 2023 Ciana. Damagh. Seamus aud all ther loving famdly.
Loving memories never die, May Richie & "Rhyllis Rest in Reace

As years roll on and days pass by,
In our hearts a memory is kept, ‘@%} In Lovmg Memory Of “‘€§3"
- SARAH DEMPSEY ‘

Of one we loved and will never forget.
Think of you often Tommy 8 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
Sadly missed by The Tuohy Family 9™ Anmversarv occurs 25™ September 2023

Anniversary Mass will be
Rest in ' Reave Commy

celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s -
Parish Church, at 6:30pm this
<§} In LOVlng Memory of % N Saturday, 23™ September.
4 My Nephew .
ROBERT MYERS

There are some we meet in passing,
I* Anniversary occurs 23rd September 2023
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And forget as soon as they go,
There are some we remember with

pleasure and feel honoured and

4»
\L/

4
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; o o privileged to know,
Vvlyee (S;tlennksOfe }; 7{“ IonuSrII:Zrc;lee You were that kind of person who left beautiful memories behind, A
& A= \\ But all we hgve aJr/e i And there are many days which bring fond memories of you to mind. )
3 Andyour picture in aframe_ Forever Ln our hearts Mawm, {YDVIA all Yyour Loving {HMLLU. AN
Your resting place we visit We also remember her husband James at this time N §
And put flowers there with care :
But no one knows the heartache d/[@ QBarats Rast in Eﬂdw S

e As we turn and leave you there
Sadly missed by your Aunty Anne Marie, cousins Katie,
Rachael &I Roisin
CMay Robert Rest Sn ' Reave

%3' Birthday Remembrance
ANNIE O’BRIEN

Late of 6 Marian Ave., Portlaoise
Missing You on Your Birthday Mum.
Those we love don’t go away
They walk beside us every day
Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still missed, still loved and always dear
Always in our Thoughts
/ j Forever in our Hearts
\ " Sadly missed and always remembered
el by her loving husband Billy,
daughters and sons; Elizabeth, Liam, Martina and Michael.

Rest in " Reave Annic
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ALAN (Tom) RYAN
Kilminchy & late of Beladd, Portlaoise.
4™ Anniversary occurred on Tuesday 19™ September
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’'s
Parish Church, this Sunday 24™ September at 11.15am

Alan, may the winds of heaven
blow softly and whisper in your ear
How much we love and miss you
and wish that you were here.
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Love always from your wife Kate,
son Tommy, daughter Lucy,
parents Angela & Tommy, sisters
Sharon, Linda and Tracey,
brother Mark extended family
and friends.

My Alan Rest in " Roace

(1)
\L/

4»
\L/

A A
\L/

\L/

"
(1)
v
\L/
\L/
(1)
\L/




::.:: I ::.:: I ::.::
In Loving Memory of

A Wonderful Son :

CATHAL LALOR

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
23" Anniversary occurs 29" September 2023
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
on Saturday 30% Sept. at 6.30pm

There is a face before us, a voice we

Ve

%@s 5

i

would love to hear
| A smile we will always remember

! of a son we loved so dear

Deep in our hearts lies a picture
It’s more precious than silver or gold
It’s a picture of our son whose
memory wont ever grow old

Sadly missed and loved forever
Mam (Kjtty) Dad (Donie), brothers & sister. xxxx.
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%%;3' In Loving Memory of “5%?
“ PAT KELLIHER ‘
Newpark, Portlaoise
30™ Anniversary occurs 29" September 2023

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, on Saturday
30th September at 6.30pm.

-
- >

Loved and always remembered
Orlaith, ®atrick I Families

May ' Rat Reast in Reave

TS
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Rest in ' Reave Gathal

In Loving Memory of @%31
DENIS BRENNAN 8

Borris Little, Portlaoise.
11™ Anniversary occurs 30™ September 2023
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Saturday 30™ September at 6.30pm.

Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure
Loving you always, forgetting you never.

Always remembered by your loving wife
Mary and all the family.

CMay enis Rest in " Rece
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© In Loving Memory of

[

. KATHLEEN LYNCH

Mountrath Rd. Portlaoise.

§

29" Anniversary occurred
18" September

Thinking of you today
and always.

From all your loving family.

%} In Loving Memory of

*§> In Loving Memory of

KAY WALSH
Qaklawn, Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.
3" Anniversary occurs 30" September 2023

@

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, on Sunday 1™ October at 11:15am

Those special memories of you will always
bring a smile, if only | could have you back
for just a little while,

"4 ~  Then we could sit and talk again just like we
W used to do, you always meant so very much
‘ and always will do too,
a2 The fact that you’re no longer here will
always cause me pain, but you’re forever in my heart until
we meet again.

N
'
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Sadly missed by your daughter Catriona, sons John & Tony,
daughter-in-law Lisa, grandchildren, brothers & sisters.

Also remembering Kay's late husband Anthony R, 1.P.

Rest in ' Reace
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Reast in Reace Mam

ETHNEA COSTELLO %
Guileen, Stradbally and Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts.

Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this Sunday 24"
Sept at 10am & Wednesday 27" Sept at 10am

One day a beam of light shone through a
crevice that had opened wide,

The rose bent gently towards its warmth,
then passed beyond to the other side.

Loved and remembered by her family
and friends.

Rest in ' Reave X thnea

Loving Memory of %%3’

WILLIAM READY

Formerly O’ Moore Place, Portlaoise.
2" Anniversary occurs 23" September 2023

{%3; In

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Sunday 24t September at 12.30pm

Say not in grief ‘he is no more’
but in thankfulness that he was.

Loved and missed dearly by William,
Marie, Teagan and Keiva.

Rest in Reace O illiam
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In Loving Memory of f%?
WILLIAM (Billy) CARROLL

Late of New Rd. Portlaoise.
Whose 57t Anniversary occurred 17th September 2023

Will those who think of
William today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Sadly missed by all his loving family and friends.
May ¥ llliam Rest in Reave

Just because you cannot see me
Does not mean I am not there

Just becausel am in heaven

Does not mean-I do not care

I often see you crying
You often call my name
I want to hold you tight
I want to ease your pain

Its easy for me
For I know heaven is real
If you knew the truth
How much better would you feel

One day we will meet again
But only when the time is right
When you step out of the darkness
I will be standing in the light

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

. = 7 For the perfect tribute card for your loved one

ur bespoke memorial cards.

Create a collage of images illustrating

the life of your loved one with our
expert Design Team.
All our Cards are individually designed
unique keepsakes, with no hidden charges

for additional photos or images.

Portlaoise, Co. Laois
@057 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie

+ KEEGAN’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
(opposite the E.S.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567 -
PAUL; 087-2562137
NIALL;

086-2770095

goel Portlaoise
Stone Centre

¢ We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plaques in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.
We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.
Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass.
We supply ceramic photos - single and double.
All grave work carried out to a high standard.

TERRY SWAYNE

Please visit our new website www.portlaoisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info@portlaoisestone.ie




Generous Donation from People of

Portlaoise to Sr. Fahrib of

St. Joseph’s School in Bethlehem

- B for the protection of vulnerable children IheH;,.yn

Mediterranean
Sea

Pictured from left to right: Chris Lacey,

- . ;
= Committee, Sr. Fahrib, John Egan Group

= Leader, Kitty Timmons Committee

The committee would like to thank everyone

MINDING YOUR
L HEALTH

At Parish Centre
Opening Hours: Monday to
Friday 9am-5pm
*Stockists of a large selection
of Wedding & Baptismal

& Week Community Education Program —_— Czndle;, CardZ&Gifts -
Wednesdays, 7:30- 9:30 pm andles & cards can be personalise

Portlacise Parich Centre. Strad “Y Road. Portiacise *Personalised Cards for all occasions e.g.
) y

birthdays, exam results, wedding
October 4th- "How to Live a Happy and Content Life"

anniversaries, new home.

John Lonergan, Author and former Governor of Mountjoy Prison * Essential Oils/Incense
and Caroline Crotty Psychotherapist *Willow Tree Gifts

October 11th - “Suicide Alertness in Your Community” *Happy Day Soy Candles
Josephine Rigney, HSE Resource Officer for Suicide Prevention made locally

‘ 3 R .
| “What is Social Prescribing and What Can it Do for You?” Inspirational books & gifts
Shauna Williams Social Prescriber for Laois *Sacred Art Items for your Home

#Grave Ornaments

October 18th - “Cognitive Behavioural Therapy (CBT) and Anxiety . o .
Management” #Bibles & Spiritual books for adults & children

Brican Walsh, MIACP

October 25th - “Nutrition and Mental H Q;r
Cathriona Hodgins, Nutritionist "!J

All events are sponsored by the HSE and free of charge.

GRINDS GRAIGUECULLEN

Junior and Leaving Cert. _BINGO Never lat
Irish Grinds available. Tuesday 26" September ‘ your fesrs
In person at weekends. | st. Fiaccs Hall at 8.30pm Y i be the
H1 Leaving Cert Irish Jackpot on 50 numbers ;s 00 tates

student and now studying €3 040 S
Irish at the University of boub| ' 5
Limerick. Reasonable ouble number

4
Rates. Call or text Kate on €810 4 7
083-4810445 Lotto €2,600 2

o)
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Portlaoise Parish Results for

W 21% September 2023

No €17,000 Jackpot Winner

MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Paul Dooley
Online Lotto
Online lotto

WINNERS
Ollie Lambe
William Butler
Tim

Tommy Brennan 29 Parish Centre
Glen Bradshaw Match Nuala Arrigan
Tom Coleman 3s Maura Buggy
Mrs Beere . Maura Buggy
Teddy Campbell Receive Lynda Campbell
Assumpta Kelly €35 Lucy Kelly
Daniel Rafter Lotto Gift
each

James Holohan
Evelyn O’Rourke
Bobby Haslam
Anne Ging

Anne Brennan
Lisa O’Brien
Browns Shop
Browns Shop

James Holohan
Jane O’Rourke
Harry O’Connor & Mollie Haslam
John Joe Ging

Catherine Larkin

Conor O’Brien Jnr

Rose O’Shea

John Nerney

B.T Play PARISH Martley’s Shop
Mary Murphy Liz Dowling
John Moore @@@@@ Peter Ryan
Andrew Booth ONLINE Peter Ryan

Parish Centre
Thelma Dwane
Liz Hilliard
Greg Keenan
Greg Keenan

Eileen Dollard
B O’Brien

Julia Phelan
Philomena Dwane
Josephine Thompson
Sharon Dempsey
Frances Fogarty

Eileen Dollard

www.portlaoiseparish.ie

Maire O’Brien

Next Week’s Jackpot is €18,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

i:“: Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Simon Jin

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

B Deacon Eugene Keyes
j Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Twenty Fifth Week in Ordinary Time
Isaiah 55:6-9 Psalm: 144:2-3, 8-9, 17-18
Philippians 1:20-24,27 Matthew 20:1-16

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Ce
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlaoiseparish.ie

(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600119)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie
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ST. PETER & PAUL’S
CHURCH
CHOIR

Where? Who? When?
Saint Peter ALL ARE First

& Paul’s WELCOME Saturday

Church TO JOIN of the Month

THE FIRST PRACTICE WILL TAKE PLACE
THURSDAY, THE 28TH OF SEPTEMBER
AT 6PM IN THE CHURCH GALLERY




