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An eternal and universal kingdom
A kingdom of truth and life
A kingdom of holiness and grace
A kingdom of Justice,

o E G 0 D Love and Peace.
F PEAEE (from today’s preface)

Then the King will say to those on
his right...” take for your heritage the
kingdom prepared for you since the
foundation of the World.
For I was hungry and you gave me
food, I was thirsty and vou gave me
drink, I was a stranger and vyou
made me welcome...
As long as yvou did this to one of the
least of my brothers or sisters you
did it to me’

(Mt. 25 - today’s Gospel)

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & Like t'jg;ofh.cnmfpnrtlauIseparishlauls
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Being Accountable

If we are honest none of us relish the idea of
judgment or accountability. Perhaps we have this
uncomfortable feeling that we are not really doing all
we could or all we should. The even more frightening
realisation is that if we suspect we are not doing all
we could .... we probably aren't!
On the Day of Judgment
humankind will be
assembled and the good
will be told “Inherit the
Kingdom prepared for you

. I was hungry and you
gave me food, a stranger
and you welcomed me,
naked and you clothed
me, ill and you cared for me, in prison and you
visited me.” The criteria for final judgement is crystal
clear, we will be simply judged on very simple acts of
love and compassion. We are asked to see Jlesus in
the beggar on the street, the starving children on our
TV sets, the refugees in our city hostels and the sick
or wulnerable people in our parishes and
communities. It sounds easy, so why do we so often
fail to respond?

We fail to respond to need, when we find it difficult to
'share our resources or our time. We fail to respond
when we cannot recognise need or when we jump
onto some kind of moral high ground. We fail to
respond when we are so wrapped in our own lives
that opportunities to recognise need in others simply
passes us by. Worst of all, we fail to respond when
we simply can't be bothered.
Today's gospel is like a sneak preview of an exam
paper, but having a sneak preview isn‘'t enough, if we
want to pass the test, we need to respond to the
needy on a daily basis in order to recognise Jesus in
our lives.

This week Masses for the
Dead List will be celebrated
on:

Monday at 7.30am
Tuesday at 7.30am
Wednesday at 7.20pm
Thursday at 7.30pm.

.L‘l‘

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday to Thursday: 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

Communion Rounds
The priests of the parish will attend their
communion calls during the week.

We welcome into our
Parish Community

Willow Rose Hanley Delaney,
Oakleaf Place

Tadhg lames Delaney
Cherrygarth

Louisa Ita Harney McDonnell,
The Maples, Forest Park.
Who were baptised last weekend.

Saint Andrew
the Apostle

November 30th

As one of the twelve apostles,
Andrew worked closely with
Jesus during his public life.
He was present at the Last Supper, beheld the
risen Lord, witnessed the Ascension and shared
in the graces and gifts of the first Pentecost.

The good deeds and preaching of St Andrew
became known in all parts of the world.

According to tradition, part of the remains of
St. Andrew were taken to Scotland, and he was
chosen as the Protector of the Scottish people.
The Cross of St. Andrew also adorns the British
flag where it was placed after the union of|

Scotland and England.




# MULHALL MEATS

7 DrderYour
_ Free Range
. Turkey Now -

Est. 1931

Collect 500 Real Rewards

Points & get a €20 Voucher
to use against your

Mulhall’s
Free Range
Turkey

TarLk To Our
ButcHers Topay
Aout THE Best OptiON
For Your Famiry!

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
i

s Comprehensive Hearing Assessmeant

» Full range of Digital Hearing Alds available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete,
« Hearing Aid Botteries, Minor Repairs, ete, (incl, pastal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timaheoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy®gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SESTRACT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IK LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES™®

RAMPS.
C
F O R T H E

wiw:mld Like To Than‘k Al-l Our Customers For 'fuur Support Thr,uughnut The Year?

an:edw‘thm Mulhall's S-uper".l'.alu Kellyville Centfe, Pnrtlamse Fhone.DS7 86 21044

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

. RAILS
E H O M E

 ramps to allow fre

087—2675106




Laois: 057 86 34050
i Kildare: 045 433 569
; jjf)r&‘rﬂlfafiilﬂﬂ,’)ﬂﬂE,]:g
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Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE ascatscansce MICOLA CALDBECK &5c afsce stadce
COMNOR BOLTOMN féc ddsc atisce
Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapydlinic. ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4508

FROM

Services inciude
ﬁlagsu = Manual Therapy

Exercise Prescription

o D Post-Operative Care Programmes

£9 50 Taping
] Home Visits

Dry Needling

12.30pm- 3.00pm every weekend @%E} Exercises Classes
Join us For a delicious carvery lunch % Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation
and let us cook for you this weskend. ® fbfn

Opening Hours:

sailibilis Friony 55 yers v Mon: 8:30am -5:40pm Thurs: 2:00am -6:20pm
Tues: S:.00am -6:50pm fri:  &50am -5:20pm
Wed: F:00am -5.30pm

057 8525800
sales.portlacise@maldranhotels.com HOTEL Thanks JEEMJFS for your support

rmaldronhiotelportlanise.con FORTLADISE Kind Regards, alf @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic




Christmas Cards

@L FOR SALE in aid of

~_\THE CUISLE CANCER
\SUPPORT CENTRE

\ The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a registered
charity, offering professional support to people

diagnosed with cancer and to their families.

All proceeds from the sale of these cards
go directly to the Cuisle Cancer Support
Centre and help to continue providing all our

services free of charge.

-8 CARDS
PER PACK
»3 PACKS €20

+ 1PACK €8

Christmas
Cards
designed by
the Cuisle
Centre Art
Group.

OUR CONTACT NUMBER IS (057) 8681492




will take place at
KWS COMPLEX
& TIMAHOE RD. PORTLAOISE
Friday 1™ to Saturday 2" Dec.
1lam-4pm
Sunday 3™ Dec. 2pm-4:30pm
Thursday 7" to Saturday 9" Dec.

1lam-4pm
Sunday 10" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm

Thursday 14™ to Saturday 16" Dec.

1lam-4pm

Sunday 17" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm i

Specialising in boundary
hedges including
borders, box hedging
and ornamental

Ray 085-2055198

Declan Bourke

Wall Panelling
& Understalr Storage

Also Sliderobes & Wardrobes
Contact Declan

086-8323640

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd,, Portlaocise, Co. Lanis

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

MOUNTMELLICK (macra

PRESENHTS A
THREE ACT .'IHL-L
BF JMMY KEA

MAMMY’S

BOY

NOVEMBER
THURS SAT SUN
23RD | 253TH | 26TH




In Store &

Online @
expertlaois.ie
Deposits Taken for Xmas

KEA LEW BUSINESS PK, PORTLAOISE R32 K7TX
Onedall TEL - 057 8660601 www.expertlaois.ie m 14




Sloetb

Form Filling
&
Digital/Online
Support

Free and confidential service to
support people with form filling,
digital queries and accessing
available services.

® Form Filling Support

® Digital/Smartphone Support

® Free & Confidential Service

Portlaoise Library
Tuesdays 10am-12pm

More Info

O tlatham@Iloetb.ie or
085 8560160

*Craft Pair

Sunday 26™ November 2023
2pm ~ 4pm

L

! =
Poinle ar %@j—,
syndromo 4.,,

Hosted by: Mountmellick ICA guild
I.C.A. HOUSE

MOUNTMELLICK

R32 KV60
A




Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | {) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of friendship, fun and
activities at 3pm. New members always welcome.

Monday 27" November; Bowls in St. Mary's Sports hall at 3pm. New members always welcome, tuition given.
Wednesday 29™; Christmas dinner and Brendan Shine show in Athlone. Bus leaving the Parish Centre at 11am and
returning at &.30pm, any outstanding money to be paid now.

Thursday 30™; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given,

Coffee Morning in the Parish Centre on Friday 8" December after Mass in aid of Autism, lots of goodies, our choir will
be singing carals and there will be some lovely hampers in our raffle. Raffle cards, €2 line, available from any member.
Please support this worthy cause.

13" December; Christmas dinner in the Parish Centre, €20 per member. Wine reception at 12 noon, followed by
dinner at 12.30pm and music & dancing upstairs. money to be paid soon.

For any further information please contact P.R.O. Sheila at 087-6204617.

Results of Whist Drive held in Parish Centre on Tuesday, 21* November;

Top Score: Tom Dunne | 1* Lady: Theresa Mulhare, Ber Fitzpatrick and Sadie Chester

1** Gent: Peter Stevenson | 2™ Gent: Christy Fitzpatrick | 1** Half: Bridie Kennedy

2™ Half: Rita Arrigan and Ann Marie Farrell | Raffle: 17 Theresa Mulhare | 2™ Mary Delaney {x2)
3™ peter Stevenson | 4™ Angela Brennan | 5 Ann Marie Farrell

Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre,

Fourth Wall Laois Theatre Group Table Quiz; Thursday 14" December in Doogue’s Pub Raheen at 8pm. Table of 4
€40, All support greatly appreciated.

Retired HSE Staff Christmas Dinner at the Killeshin hotel, Wednesday 6" December at Zpm. All retired staff
welcome. Names to M. Costigan 087-6219253 or Charlotte Griffin 087-2068974 before Tuesday 28" November,
Portlacise Library's Adult Book Club are one of the longest running adult groups. They meet every first Wednesday
of the month and read a broad range of books and always extend a warm welcome to new members. If you would like
to find out more about the book club please call us on 057-8622333 or e-mail; portlaciselibrary@laciscoco.ie

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in_the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Rosary will be prayed at the Grotto at 8pm on the first
Friday of every month and for the month of November for the Holy Souls, daily, Monday to Saturday 2pm and Sunday
3pm. All are welcome to join with us in prayer

Shanahne ( RERHBD] SI.II'Idi"d" 26“‘ Hovember 2. 45nm tu Epm'

Adoration, Divine Mercy Chaplet, Holy Rosary, Stations of the Cross, Music
Ministry.
Fr. Paddy Byrne will conclude our evening of prayer with Benediction.
There will be a cup of tea afterwards in the adjoining community hall and all
are most welcome,
An invitation to vou to come and join us as we raise up these nations to God
in prayer. As we gather, let us implore and cry out to God to bring comfort,
and peace to our brothers and sisters in these troubled lands.
Emmanuel House Clonfert, Day of Prayer and Reflection including first Saturday Fatima devotions, led by Eddie
Stones and team. Saturday 2™ December at 11am. Talks, confessions, music, healing service and Mass, Please bring a
packed lunch,
Totus Tuus Magazine is a Catholic magazine, full of articles from Irish priests and laity, which aims to highlight the
beauty and joy of our faith. It is going into its 7 year and is run by donations, If you haven't come across Totus Tuus
Magazme am:l would like a free copy please contact Fiona Kiely on 086-8760058,

; 7 December, Leaving Lyster Sq. carpark at 7.30pm. Seats must be booked with €10 deposit
to Helena 087-9611331 or Maura 0B7-1210263.

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.
@ Sunday 26" November at 8pm @ « NEED HOME HEATING OIL?

In Mountmellick Arts Centre « NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
€5,000 in prize money. Single book €10. Double book €15. Call Sean Sm]rl:h 086-3561669




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience

- Fully Insured
089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

= Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patioc Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment,
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING
s School Cleaning
» General House Cleaning
# Deep Cleaning
- . « = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact

FOR SALE

Living room furniture;

TV Cabinet with storage,
footstool, hall/living room
table, fireplace mirror,
ornament/bookshelf (4 shelves)
Contact;

086-3708986

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam

e Kerbing

s Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

us for all your cleaning needs.
087-9737073
ARPENTRY SERVICE A
Registered and fully insured
Budget Kitchens €LL€E at affordable prices
to suit everyone. Slide robes, Fanel work,
Partitions and wainscoting.

Outdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken.

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdromi@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Baoilers,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Power Flushing of Heating Systams
Eemaving all the o sludge ard water that has built up

m your radiaters and boilars over the years with daan
water and Inhibitors to reduce fual bills and save money,

Ballyfin, Portiaoise. Call:

086-3758503

CLARE'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

M NOLAN
“EE ] OCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service,
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

ASH FIREWOOD FOR SALE

Trailer loads delivered.
Contact; 085-2437088

MC CARPENTRY
ﬁ? T 1% and 2" Fixing

Kitchens and
Renovations
Fully registered
and insured
Contact Martin;
085-1986546

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential, Non- Judgemental
service.

Abbeyleix. Online counselling
sessions available also.
Enquiries welcome.

Tel. 085-8762314

All Scrap Metal; Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

PART-TIME CARETAKER
Laois Education Support Centre,
Block Rd., Portlacise is looking for a

part-time caretaker
(approx. 15 hours per week).
Duties include cleaning, room set-up,
front-of-house interactions,
light repairs and tea/coffee making.
Please send CV including details of two
referees to director@laoisedcentre.ie
before Dec, 8" 2023

Are you feeling stressed,
low, isolated, or anxious?
If so it helps to talk to people

with similar challenges.
Join us for a
Grow meeting

weekly on Thursdays at 7pm

in Portlaoise Parish Centre
Tel. Michelle 086-4183805




DeReach

Recruitment
Recruitment Consultant

Healthcare and Medical
Recruitment Specialists

MNow Recruiting;
= Murses » Care Assistants
= Social Care Workers « Home Caregivers

Do you need a Caregiver, nurse or
someane Lo assist you in your home?
Then please do not hesitate to contact us.
We are here to help.

Call: +353 89 2438 613
E-mail; info@dereachrecruitment.ie
Office: +353 85 1487 892

www.dereachrecruitment.ie

JOB
VACANCY

BOOKKEEPER REQUIRED
For a manufacturing company
in the Portlacise/Abbeyleix
area. Duties will include
e-mails, invoicing payroll and
general secretarial work.
Position is part-time and hours
are flexible. If interested
please forward CV to;
remestop@gmail.com

Mountain View E

FIREWOOD SALES

- Met bag softwood logs €5

- Met bag hardwood logs €7

- Met bag kindle wood €3

- Trailer load legs (hardwood/softwood)

- 20kg bags Coal - Frea delivery

- Fuel Vouchers - The Ideal Christmas Gift
Price increase due to new regulations

Phone card payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

w

&5

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen fitting
Furniture assembly
Flooring, Carpentry

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
el

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

Tiling, Bathrooms
General maintenance
Extensions, Sheds,
Pergolas,
Renovations, etc.

085-7462417

i
crf] goiv

Shanahoe Community Hall
Sunday December 3rd 2023

from 12 noon

We lave a fabulous selection of crafis
fiveeed up to .h’r'f}': you starl your

christmas shopping

’r._.{ -g+,cf; yee 3&,"[[, s

Sunday 26th of November ' :
Order of Malta Portlaocise HQ, |DA

Business Park, Mountrath Rd, Portlaoise

FOR SALE
IKC German Shepherd
_Puppies

LAMBERT HEATING &
PLUMBING

Covering all your
Heating & Plumbing needs;
RGI registered, new builds,
extensions, power flushing, gas
and oil boiler upgrades, air to water
heat pumps, water softeners,
servicing etc.

085-1211244

v

4 ) CATSTO
|  GOOD
HOME

Contact;

085-8768726

8 weeks old, 2 males and 3
females, wormed, vaccinated,
micro chipped, fabulous
temperament, Mam and Dad
can be viewed. Contact;

CHRISTMAS MARKET
Saturday 9" December

085-2845528

> 12-4pm
@ O'Gorman’s
ﬁ Beer Garden,
N - Kilminchy
s v Please support local

BALE TRAILER
FOR SALE
16 feet in length
approx. Also some
vintage implements.
For viewing contact;

087-9614235




CROWN HIM KING!

The crown is a symbol of power and authority. Who wears

a crown? That's right! A king or queen wears a crown.

Being a king is different from being the president of a country.
A president is elected by the people, but a king is not elected, he is
born to be king.

Have you seen the movie "Lion King?" As a lion, Simba was born to
be the "King of the Beasts.” In one scene from the movie Simba sings, "I Just Can't Wait to Be
King." If you have seen the movie, you will remember that one reason why Simba was so anxious
to become king was that he didn't want anyone telling him what to do. He didn't want to hear
anyone saying, "do this" or "stop that." He wanted to be free to run around all day doing
everything his way.

It wasn't just that Simba didn't want anyone to tell him what to do, he was also looking forward to
telling everyone else what to do. Just listen to what he says! "I'm gonna be a mighty king so
enemies beware! I'm gonna be the mane event like no king was before. I'm brushing up on
looking down. I'm working on my ROAR! Oh, I just can't wait to be king!"

I think that Simba had a very poor idea of what it means to be a king. You see, the real role of a
king is to look after the needs of his people. A good king is more concerned with caring for his
people than he is in being served.

During his last days on earth, Jesus was arrested and put on trial. When asked if he was a king,
lesus answered, "You are right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born, and for
this I came into the world.” Yes, Jesus was a king, but he wasn't interested in running around free
and doing things his way. He was only interested in doing the will of his Father. He was born to be
king, but his kingdom is not on this earth - it is in heaven. He only came to earth to make a way
for us to live with him in heaven.

Jesus "Just can't wait to be your king." He has invited you to enjoy eternal life in his heavenly
kingdom. If you haven't already accepted his invitation, I hope you will crown him as your King
today.

Ow Prayer
Heavenly Father, we thank you for sending your Son
to be our Lord and King. Help us today, and every
day, to honour him, obey him, and follow his will for
our life. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.




Christ the King

'.‘ "You are a king, then!" said Pilate. Jesus answered, "You are
. A right in saying I am a king. In fact, for this reason I was born,

s and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth.
Christ Che Ring Everyone on the side of truth listens to me." John 18:37

]

ACROSS DOWN

2. Things such as dresses and 1. Someone who commits a crime
trousers that you wear

2. The Messiah, as foretold by the

3. To kill someone by tying or prophets of the Old Testament
nailing them to a cross

4. The emotion you feel when you

5. A person who is in an army are frightened or worried
and wears a uniform

. . 5. To keep someone from being
6. To stop blamlng,_ﬂr not punish killed or injured; to rescue
someone for something they have

done.

FORGIVE SAVE FEAR CRIMINAL
SOLDIER CLOTHES CRUCIFY CHRIST

Children’s Liturgy Group
All children, from the ages of 3 to 8, are welcome to join our new Children’s
Liturgy Group which will start next Sunday, (First Sunday of Advent) in St. Peter &
Paul’s Church, Portlaocise during our 10am Mass.
Your child will be invited at the start of Mass to join this group where they will
learn about the Liturgy of the Word for children and of course have lots of fun.
Registration forms available in the Parish Centre during office hours.




Christmas seems to come earlier every year. Already we
are well accustomed to Christmas songs, selection boxes
have been on sale in our supermarkets since August!! Yet,
the four weeks before Christmas, in the liturgical season,
called "Advent” is an opportune time, to draw inspiration
from the birth of the Christ Child over 2000 years ago. In
an instant world, we don't do waiting well. Waiting with
hopeful expectation, for new life and inspiration, may well
be a rich spiritual opportunity for us all. It should be no
secret to anyone that we do not know the date of Christ's
birth, and so the Church baptised a Pagan feast. The
Pagans saw the world as a great cosmic strugale between
the powers of darkness, and the powers of light. They
noticed that at different times, darkness seemed to be
getting the better of the light. The sun, the light, was
getting weaker. It was obvious that those fearful dark days
were getting stronger and longer and the people were
afraid that someday the darkness would kill the sun and
the light altogether, and they shuddered in fear. But
around the end of December, the people noticed that the
tables had begun to turn. The sun was regaining its
strength, and it began to push darkness off, and the light
returned. When the Christians came along, they took over
this Pagan notion of the light defeating darkness. They
chose December 25™ to celebrate the birth of Christ. So in
the Christian scheme, within the great struggle between
good and evil and light and darkness, this would be the
time when the darkness of sin and death would now be
overcome by the light of the world: Jesus, the son of God.
The Christians called this time Christmas, and they made
Advent the beginning of the end of darkness, a time of
looking forward to the coming of the light. And that is what
it has meant ever since.

Advent marks that time when darkness begins to grow
weaker, and the sun becomes stronger. Advent is an
invitation to break through the darkness into the light. It
offers a challenge that comes to us very forcefully with a
question: what darkness do you need to overcome? What
darkness in your life and in your world would you like to
see reversad? What breakthrough would you want for this
New Year? I suggest that if you are looking for an Advent
motif in order to roll-back some of the darkness, it might
be the motif of light-beaming. We all contain within us the
power to bring light: a gesture to make somebody feel
better, a smile, picking up the telephone, an apology
given, a reach outward. Very simple things, and yet with
them we can heal hearts and souls, and often bodies. That
could be our goal for the new church year, to be light
bearers in the darkness.

There is a story of six people who froze to death around a
campfire on a bitterly cold night. Each had a log of wood
they might have contributed to the fire, but for reasons
satisfactory to themselves, each person refused to give
what they had. A woman would not give because she said
she hated men. A homeless man would not give because
there was a rich man in the group. The rich man would not
give because he did not want to warm someone who was
obviously shiftless, lazy, and drank. Another would not
give up his log because he recognised someone not of his

Time to Think!

Waiting for the Christ-Child

e, LORD JES

race or religious faith. And the fire died, as each person
withheld their piece of fuel for reasons justifiable to
themselves, and so, they all died. This story was originally
told in a poem that ends with these tragic lines: "six logs
held fast in death’s still hand were proof of human sin;
they did not die from cold without, they died from cold
within™.

In the prayer 'Patient trust’ Pierre Teilhard de Chardin 51
reminds us of the tension between our desire to grasp
time as If it is something to purchase and our desire to
cooperate with the time of God as if it is a gift. He knows it
takes courage to 'let go and let God’ because it comes with
frustration and uncertainty. Teilhard wants us to trust that
it is only God who knows how our life will pan out. To take
the risk in following Jesus and to accept our unfinished
state. If the doorkeeper is attentive and patient throughout
his shift, he will "keep awake"” and be ready to greet his
master when he comes. He will be a model of mindfulness
that is awareness that arises from paying attention, on
purpose, in the present moment and non-judgmentally.
Can we, like the doorkeeper, accept the frustration and
uncertainty of being in waiting? Can we trust that God’s
hand is leading us - letting our thoughts and feelings come
and go in a mindful way? Perhaps we can be in touch with
the presence of Jesus while desiring an even closer
relationship come Christmas day.

Patient Trust by Pierre Teilhard de Chardin

Abowve alf, trust in the slow work of God.

We are guite naturally impstient in evervihing

fo reach the end without delay.

We should like to skip the intermediate stages.

We are impatient of being on the way to sormething unknown,
sornething new.

And yet it s the law of all progress

that [t s made by passing through some stages of instability
= and that it may take a vary fong Hime.

And so, 1 think (€ s with yvou;

your ideas mature gradualy = lef them grow,

lat them shape themselves, without undue hiaste,

Dan't try o force them on, as though yvou could be togay
wihat fime (that is fo say, grace and circumstances acting an
your awn good will) will make of you fomaorrow,

Only God could say what this new spirit gradusally forming
within vou will be.

Give Our Lord the benefit of believing

that his hand is leading you, and sccept the anxigty of feeling
yoursalf in suspense and incomplete.

- Blerre Teidhard de Chardin, 57

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 31,200 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his Blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles



% § DUNKEEN OIL
' YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR Lc'rc:g;_ OIL DISTRIBUTOR

1

& & AR TO WATER CUSTOMERS.
35 ﬂlI-i“-r::a.'.r-!:r.*d-:l'.-m i Remove) Sarviea

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)

or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




VIGIL FOR PEACE

2nd to 3rd of December 2023

in St. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise

Please join us as we start the Advent,
2nd of December after the 6.30pm Mass

for a whole night of Eucharistic Adoration for Peace.
For safety reasons please use only the Stradbally Road door.

4
0
For details Organised i
-Una-

by the ﬁ
086 239 2997 Legion of Mary =



Heather Fogarty & Eoin Hynes 4 leehmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

in Concert

2nd
Dec.

at

7.30pm| Join Our
CHRISTMAS CLUB
TiCkEtS €20 at the door or from TOda)I'

Revd. Alec 087 923 2694, Shane 085 812 0650, | CallIn-Store Today
Linda 086 806 0107, David 086 262 5999, For More Info
Boscos , Marion 086 160 4380

COFFEE &
MORNING

Friday 8t December
In Portlaoise Parish Centre

10:30am
Organised by Portlaoise Active Retirement Group M: 087 615 3?6]

In aid of Autism Charity.
Lots of goodies!! Our choir will sing carols. School Runs
Raffle on the day for some lovely hampers. Ai I“le‘t Shuttle

Gﬂechma rket.ie

Raffle cards
£2 available
from any
member.

Hen and Stag Parties
Sporting Events and Concerts
Tours

Work Events

m Bingo Runs
"&autism.ie

s Seciety for Aveam - - _ 6 @bowesminibus n @bowesminibusservice
: : Please support this worthy couse!



OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Dan (Daniel)

Rafter
Ballymacken, Portlaocise

-
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Michael Conroy

Cooltoran, Portlaocise
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Pat Rogers
Ballymorris, Portarlington
and Portlaoise
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Catherine Duff
Fielbrook
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Peggy Walsh

Raheen

L4

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death nofice at www.porflaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

(1)
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In Loving Memory of
GERARD O'CONNOR

Berryridge Avenue, Portlaoise.
1<t Anniversary away from Home

(1)
L)

Our lives go on without you,
But nothing is the same,
We have Lo hide our heartache,
When someone speaks your name.

Always in our hearts.
Loved, missed and remembered
everyday by your loving family.
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In Loving Memory of

ELIZABETH GING
8 New Road Portlavise. Died 3 December 2008
15™ Anniversary occurs at this time.
Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on Saturday
2" December at 6.30pm.

L

WL

It's lonely here without you,
We miss you more each day,
For life is not the same to us,
Since you were called away.

iF

L1

To your resting place we visit,
Place flowers there with care,
But no one knows our heartache,
When we turn and leave you there.

L

WL

Sadly missed and always remembered by your
daughter Bernie, son-tn-law Ivan, grandchildren
and great grandchildren,

LL)

WL

WL

AF

WL

A!W.‘i{.}ﬁ I our tl‘lf]l]:" ts, forever in our hearts.
In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL TWOMEY

Ballina, Portlavise.

215 Anniversary occurs 28 November 2023

WL

Ni imithe uainn atd siad,
ach imithe romhainn.
They are not gone from us,
but gone before us.

qF

L/

"

L

Always in our thoughts,
Nora and family.

TF

In Loving Memory ' '
JACK LYONS A

Ballyroan
Died 22m October 2023

Burial of Jack's ashes will take place at
1pm on Saturday 2m December, in
5t Patrick’s cemetery, Ballyroan.
Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
on Sunday 3+ December at 9.30am in
St Patrick's Church, Ballyroan.
Sadly missed by all his loving family.

Reast in Reace ~Jack
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@ Birthday Remembrance
In Loving Memory of
THOMAS CLEAR

17 Liogard, Portlacise, whose birthday occurred 21+ Nov.

Time slips by and life goes on,
But in our hearts you are always
there.

From his loving wife Mary, sons,

daughters, sons-in-law,
daughters-in-law and grandchildren.

May Commy Rest in Reave

In Loving Memory of
PAT DWYER
20 Grenville, Dublin Road, Portlooise.
4th Anniversary occurs 28" November 2023
i Gone are the days we used Lo share
But in our hearts you are always there,
The gates of memory will never close.
We miss you more than anybody knows,
With tender love and deep regret,
We who loved you will never forget.

Fondly remembered always by
Joan, Martina, Paul, Isabel,
extended family and friends.

Rest in Reace Rat

%‘ In Loving Memory of
' JOE BYRNE

24 Liogard, Portlaoise.
9t Anniversary occurs 24 November 2023

Since Heaven has become your home,
I always feel so alone,
And though we are not far apart,
You will forever hold a piece of my heart.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Sunday 26t November at 10am.

Always remembered by his loving wife Olive,

CMay Sosgph Rest in Beace

We are currently accepting Christmas
Remembrances for our Christmas edition.

The final deadline for receipt of
Christmas Remembrances will be
12 noon Friday 15" December.

Owing to print deadlines we will be unable
to accept notices after this deadline.

@19 InLoving Memory of |1

BRIDGET SEXTON '

“Padua”, Clonminam Road, Portlaoise. e
5" Anniversary occurred 24" November 2023 '

L)

4 Anniversary Mass for Bridget and James
will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Saturday
25" November at 6.30pm.

Ay Our foved ones leave behind a fight that
will never dim or fade,
It's kept bright by the love we feel and the memones
we made.
Sadly missed by and always remembered by Par, Mary, Frank,
daughter-in-law Hilda, grandsons, great-granddaughters,
her sister Mary and extended family and friends.

ChMlay CBridget and ~James Rest in Reace
Millhouse, Boley, Abbeyleix.

15t Anniversary occurs 30 November 2023
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St. Brigid’s Church, Shanahoe on
Sunday 3rd December at 12 noon.

WL

L1

L)

WL

L

In Loving Memory of
MARGARET BERGIN

WL

WL

b

Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us evervday,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved and missed and very dear.

WL

WL

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by her loving
husband Jimmy, sons James, fohn and Owen,
extended family and friends.

Rest in Reave Wargarﬂ

T

(]
WL

In Loving Memory of
GERALDINE 0’ SHEA

née Marum
Glenbarrow, Ballyfin Road, Portlacise.
4™ Anniversary occurs 25" November 2023.

(B

L

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish
Church, Saturday 25" November
at 6,.30pm.

h b
LS L)

Our thoughts are ever with you,

Though you have passed away,

A And those who have loved you dearly, =‘-

L

Are thinking of you today.

L

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by all her
loving family and friends.
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JOHN BRENNAN

Rathleague, Portlaoise.
6t Anniversary occurs Tuesday 28% November 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Tuesday 28" November at 7.30pm.

Think of him as living in the hearts
of those he touched,
For nothing loved is ever lost,
And he was loved so very much.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his
loving children, grandchildren, family and friends.

Rest in Peace Dad

? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

In Loving Memory of

MARY DRENNAN
Died 15 October 2023.

B The family of the late Mary
Drennan wish Lo acknowledge the
many expressions of sympathy and
gestures of kindness shown to us
following our recent sad loss.
Toe our wonderful relations,
neighbours and friends, wvour
presence was a ]‘I'L]EL‘ s0urce l.']f
comfort to us. We send our sincere
thanks to those who called to the
house, brought food, helped with catering, car parking,
provided lighting and general organisation. We extend
our gratitude to all those who attended Mary's wake
and funeral Mass.
We greatly appreciated the messages of condolences
on rip.ie, Mass cards, letters, phone calls and Aowers.
Thanks to Shanahoe LGFA and Scoil Fionntain Naofa,
Shanahoe for the guard of honour.,
A very special thank you to Fr. Paddy Byrne and
Fr. Petru Medves f[or their spiritual guidance and
comforting words to Mary and family during this
difficult time. Thank you to Fr. Paddy Byrne who
celebrated a beautiful funeral Mass for Mary, to Mary
Delaney (sacristan) who prepared the church so well
and to Damien Bowe and Tina Cuddy for the beautiful
music and singing We would like to thank
Seamus Burke (Funeral Directors] for their support in
organising Mary’s funeral.
Sincere thanks to the staff of Midlands Regilonal
Hospital, Portlaoise and all those who cared for Mary.
We will be forever grateful for the kindness and
compassion shown to Mary and to us, as a family.
As it would be impossible to thank everybody
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as a
token of our family's deepest gratitude. A Mass of
thanksgiving will be offered for your intentions.
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PJ WALSH
Borris Road, Portlavise
2n Anniversary occurs 2" December 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Saturday 2 December at 6.30pm.

You have gone no further from us than
te God and God is very near.

May Heaven be a place for you where
vou can dig and plant flowers of the
humblest kind and those of the
rarest scent.

"

I- L] rln- u-u -.n
T T

" " "

"

Remembered and missed by your sisters Olive,
Mary and Patricia. Nieces, nephews, extended
family, friends and neighbours.

Rt in Reace

In Loving Memory of

MARGARET BERGIN
Millhouse, Boley, Abbeyleix.
1+t Anniversary occurs 30t November 2023

1"

"

?

"

"

We think about you always,
We talk about vou still,
You have never been forgotien,
And you never will.
We hold you close within our hearts,
And there you will remain,
To walk and guide us through our lives,

Until we meet again.

"

"

"

Missed every day by all your loving family.

Rest in Peave ChMargaret

(]
W

(1)
"

PETER AND KATIE MOLLOY
2 Upper Grattan Street, Portlaoise.

Whose 33" and 10™ Anniversaries occur at this time.

"

"

will these whe think of them today,
A litHe prayer to Jesus say.

"

"

"

Sadly missed and remembered by your loving family. .
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& McKron MEMORIALS

| E RN N 15

X U e

Crafting Memories for Generations
Trusted Family Mame Serving The People of Co. Lagis
and Surrounding Counties for Owver 100 vears

FOR MORE INFORMATION
PLEASE CONTACT:
(® James: 0862572224 (B sales: 087 4899798

D james@mckeanmemorials.ie O sales@mckesnmemarials.ie

@ www.mckeonmemorials.ie

In Remembrance
Mo person 1s ever truly alone
Those who live no more, whom we loved,
echo still withun our thoughts, our words, our hearts
And what they did and who they were

becomes part of what we are forever

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

l:"o THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
.= Forthe perfect iribuie card for pour loved one
B our hexpoke memorial cards.
Creafte o collage of images illustrating
thee dife af yosir loved one with osr
expert Design Team.
Al our Cardds are individually designed
umigue keepsakes, with ne hidden clarges
Sor additional photos or images. g

+ KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

L

2
Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlacise.
[oppasite the E.5.B. and Candell tractars)

Contact;
057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137 « 4%
:;:L;;?DHEE I!?:T. |
iy #'.Jl.f*r,.

A '::‘.
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Portlaoise
@ Stone Centre

We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available,
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photos - single and double,

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

-

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930

Email: info@ portlaoisestone.ie




Pictured abowve; Charlene Duff with her World Youth day host family from Panama when they visited recently. It was the family’s
first visit to Ireland and they were delighted to visit Portlacise Parish and to attend Mass in our Church.

Left to right; Dr. loagquin Chang, Rose-Mary Avila, Charlene Duff, Esther Clement, Msgr. John Byrne, Liliana Clement, Robert Dunn,
Viadimir Valdespino, Amarilis Avila. (From the Parish of 5t. Cristobal, Rio-Abajo and Immaculate Conception Parish -Jorge Ramos, Panama)

#

LADIS COUNTY COUNCIL

OOKING FORTHE [ %

Ty

FRESENTS:

"\t 'PERFECT GIFT _
.| THIS CHRISTMAS?: CW
' PORTLAOISE : PLAZA MARKET
& FUN FAIR
PARISH

AN ININT FOR THE WHDOLE FAMILY TO ENQW

LOTTO GIPT DECEMBER 14TH - 23RD

SUN: 12ZAM - 6PM
VOUCHERS FRI-SAT:10AM - SME
NOW AVAILABLE ~[E=ibirteerioy

MARKET INCLUDES

= LIVE MUSIC

1/2 Year (26 draws)

for only €50

. ; - « FUN FAIR
Full Year (51 Draws) . B b Lo
- i + VENDORS
Jfor only €100 « SANTAS GROTTO
Other Lotto voucher * CAKE DECORATING

« STORYTELLING

. denominations also available. .
A o T Christmas market will dose at Spm Saturday 23

. T
wi o i : e
FURTHER DETAILS AT THE PARISH CENTRE

" You may also join the parish lotto onlirie at
gww. pertlaoiseparish.ie

ir

VISIT LAOIS.JE OR LAQISTASTE.IE FOR MORE INFORMATION



Results for
23" November 2023

Portlaoise Parish

No €15,000 Jackpot Winner

MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Anthony Preston
Rocky Kehoe

WINMERS
Catherine Claffey

Karen Stephens 2
Match

3s
Receive
€500
each

Play PARISH

VEODO

PortiaoiseParl
Follow Us Y @FortiaciseParls

— O M L .I M E - & Like Us o purtlauisupaﬁshlaais

wiwrw, partlaoiseparish.je

Next Week’s Jackpot is €16,000

We're OPEN
SATURDAY

The Parish Shop will open on Saturdays for the
month of December; 2nd, 9th 16th gnd 23rd

from 10am to 1pm

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the Universe
Ezekiel 34:11-12. 15-17 | Responsorial Psalm: 22:1-3.5-6
1 Corinthians 15:20-26.28 | Matthew 25:31-46

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES53AIBKS3327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAMN: IE12AIBKS32327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

‘;"i Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
i Tel: 057 8600122

m Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ' . Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches,
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

| e :
Ty -
s R el =gl _._-—ml_- At

Office Hours Monday to Friday S3am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER
Parish Secretaries

Declan Kelly
Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
thie Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlasiseparish.le

[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times

057 8600118)
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie




2024 SALES EVENT

THURS SOTH NOV; FRI 1ST & SAT ZND DEC OPEN 9am-6pm
The Kla el |

[-mnmr_.
;rmssmcz esnnL 1_9%| ?ﬁ FEEEJ

Movement that inspires

I][l“l“ﬂu’s Dublin Road, Portlaocise, Co Laois - Tel: 057 8622048 - Email: sales@downeys.ie
www.downeys.ie

Movemeni that inspires

2024 SAI.ES EVENT O%APR FINANCE

30 NOVEMBER - 2 DECEMBER, 9-6 AVAILABLE ON VITARA & 5-CROSS
|l||l|lllll|l---.-.........___J!E?
DRHW FOR $
SUZUKI 5U§JI{I HOH Y VOUCHER SuUZUKI

Sooh s U PURCHASE AN Ay
iy o B S0
SN ITARA

WTHO%APR' = o €267.03
— - ~ PACKED FULL 0 TECH

WTHO% APR

L ¥ -;_-,Ju_mu!,..-r! rom €30,450
L : I '. % .._" :_r' VIrrmaARA E270 44

ORDERYOUR 241 PLATETODAY

st Ty T
sbsrsenal Lyntract Pecainy rovred oy das il iz
cre il 13 TS

MAIN SUZUKI DEALERS FOR LAOIS AND CARLOW

DUBLIN RUAD PURTLAUlSE CO LAOIS - Tel: 057 8622048
&(ul"ﬁu 3 ) EXIT AUNCTION 16 ON THEME P ——

FIND ALL OUR GREAT DEALS ON www.downeys.ie




