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l Come, Lord Jesus

Lord of Peace

Finding “You’ Time
How prepared are you? Have
B you ordered all the presents

mand put up the tree?

#& Preparation is one of the most
ot important parts of Christmas,
i but Advent was never
supposed to be about fixing

whirlwind preparations for the
Christmas celebrations, we need to prepare a way for
the Lord, and this preparation begins with a call from
an eccentric man living alone in the desert over two
thousand years ago.

John the Baptist appeared in the desert proclaiming a
baptism of repentance. Today we might easily
dismiss the rantings of a strange man who dressed in
camel hair and fed on locusts, but interestingly,
people travelled miles into the desert to be baptised
by him, so charismatic a man was he, and so
important his message. Two thousand years later, his
message is just as relevant to those of us who want
greater meaning in our lives. The repentance that
John teaches means so much more than being sorry
for our sins. Repentance means changing the
direction of our lives away from poor and ungodly
choices. Was the direction of our life decided by what
exams we did or didn't pass at the age of seventeen?
Has the direction of our life been determined by
arbitrary decisions and random circumstances?
Advent is a time to decide what sort of a person we
would really like to be, and in what direction we
would really like to be heading.

"Prepare the way of the Lord,” John tells us, "make
straight his paths.” To allow God into our lives, we
are asked to remove any obstacles in God's path.
How can we open our minds to God's will if our time
is consumed in filling the freezer and making
Christmas puddings? Advent is an opportunity for us
to make some quiet time to contemplate and
prioritise. What is it exactly that is preventing God's
work in our lives?

"One mightier than I is coming after me,” John tells
us, "I have baptised you with water, he will baptise
you with the Holy Spirit.” In the desert of
commercialism, we are reminded that the reason for
the season is not turkeys and baubles. Preparation is
a time of reflection; a little “You’ time.

Mass times for the coming week
[Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass,

We welcome into our
Parish Community

Evie Ruth Prior,
Lake Avenue

Tadhg Dunne,
The Hermitage

Chanelle Kimora Mushonga,
Montague Hotel

Rosie Bridget Byrne
Clonroosk Abbey

Who were baptised |last weekend
‘Someone is following me, someone who
is more powerful than I am..... I have
baptised you with water, but he will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit.’

(Sunday’s Gospel, Mark 1:7-8)

/ELCOME,

Today we welcome Bishop
Denis, and wish him a
Happy Christmas.
Celebrant of our 11.15am
in the Parish Church.




# MULHALL MEATS

7 DrderYour
~ Free Range
. Turkey Now -

Est. 1931

Collect 500 Real Rewards

Points & get a €20 Voucher
to use against your

Mulhall’s
Free Range
Turkey

TaLk To Our
ButcHers Topay
Asout THE Best OpTION

For Your Famiry!

AUDIOLOGIST 1
HEARING AID f*"’

Consultant

Patricia Kﬂmartm

s Comprehensive Hearing Assessmeant

» Full range of Digital Hearing Alds available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

+ Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete,
« Hearing Aid Botteries, Minor Repairs, ete, (incl, pastal service)

+ Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timaheoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy®gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SESTRACT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IK LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES™®

wiw:mld Like To Than‘k Al-l Our Customers For 'fuur Support Thr,uughnut The Year?

an:edw‘thm Mulhall's S-uper".l'.alu Kellyville Centfe, Pnrtlamse Fhone.DS7 86 21044

PORTLAOISE
GOLF CLUB

GIVE THE GIFT
THAT LASTS ALL
YEAR!

4 NEW MEMBERSHIP €425
VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Wishing all our members and
visitors a happy Christmas
and New Year




A MOCHUAPRINT DESIGN
GETWOURSELF NOTICED

057 86 34050,
mochuaprint.ie
huaprint.ie®

DESI |-

O00DO®

Clubvitae Laois Physiotherapy
PORTLAOISE Clinic

12 DAYS OF CHRISTMAS SALE ) live life physically well

Bth-24th December 2023

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoi
§MONTHS STUDENT POOLEGYM €109 JOHN SUGRUE fscatsc asce NICOLA CALDBECK A5c MISCP MAACP
s MONTHS POOLE&GYM €130 CONOR BOLTON s Msc Mesce

5 MONTHS FAMILY POOL ONLY €219 Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapydlinic. ie
EMONTHS GYM ONLY €159 To book by phone: 087 666 4508

EMONTHS OL & GYM
s MONTHS POOL&GYM €239 Services include

6 MONTHS POOL ONLY €159 & Manual Thistapy

EMONTHS OVER &0s POOLEGYM €149 Exercise Prescription

6 MONTHS OVER 555 POOL&GYM €210 Post-Operative Care Programmes
12 MONTHS COUPLE POOLORGYM €549 Taping

12 MONTHS POOLE& GYM €399 Home Visits

12 MONTHS POOL ONLY €299 F"r'-*' Needling

12 MONTHS OVER60s . . POOLONLY €279 >t L

Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

GIVEAGIFT OF HEALTH Opening Hours:
Mon: 8:30am -5:40mm Thurs: 8:00am -6.30pm
Allof the above offers canalse he purchased Twes: 9:00am -6:500m Fri:  B:50am -5:20pm
‘a5 @ gift eard. Offers swsilable to purchass from o G-
ClU’DVmuE 8th De unti L o Ehiristrhat Bue: Wed: SZ:00am -5 30pm

| #35%57 695960 Thanks as always for your support
- - portiacise@clubvitae.com Kind Regardls, alf @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic



iPhone 15
Range
From € 979
Pro &

Pro Max
In Stock

OPEN SUNDAY 12 -5

KEA LEW BUSINESS PARK, PORTLAOISE, CO LAOIS.
TEL - 057 8660601 www.expertlaois.ie

Ruchi can Host & Cater for Small/Large parties.
We can seat up to 80 people upstairs for private
parties - Birthdays, Christening, Work parties etc
Call or Text 089 423 6223
CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
20th DEC - 5th JAN 4PM - 11PM

057 86 56 543 | ruchiportlacise@gmail.com

2 Railway Road, Moneyballytyrrell, Portlaoise, Laois, R32 PWES5 | RuchiPortlaoise



EIAUE YOU RECENTLY HETI.IHIEI] HOME TO IRELAND? —2
IF 50, WE WOULD LIKE TO IE FROM YOU .

 JOIN OUR RETURNED
EMIGRANTS NETWORK

4 B"l Il'lﬂl'ln'g your E‘JPEFI"'H a5, you
{ : can make the road easier fur others
~ satting out on their return journay.

~~- Baen there, dene that ...
¥ Share your Story!

FOR MORE MFD/REGISTRATION

Tel: 98 36036/087 977 5080
CONTACT KAREN AT g I9A Saim L

The Community
Fenmdation for lralasd

Specialising in boundary
~ hedges including
borders, box hedging

Ray 085-2055198

Declan Bourke

Wall Panelling
& Understair Storage

. S

Also Sliderobes & Wardrobes
Contact Declan

086-8323640

C.C.T.V. PIFE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL
School Enrolment 2024/25

Enrolment forms will be available from 8th-19th January 2024
for the above school for Junior Infants.

Enrolment forms are iI'.'&IF:EIlIH frnm

Holy Family Junior Echml
Aughnahamna, Summerhill, Portlaoise
(057) 86 86224 or from our website: W, holyfamilyjs.ie

Please return Enrolment forms to |ha nﬂ’u along with
a copy of your Child’s Birth Certificate.

Closing date for applications is 19th January 204




Sinn Féin

Cllr. Caroline
Dwane Stanley

« Peace Commissioner

_ o Chair of Laois County Council
'y Housing Committee

I am available to meet Constituents by arrangement from the following areas:
Portlaoise, Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Ballinakill, Spink and Raheen

Tel: 05786 62851

Cof Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

\ M: 087 615 8761

School Runs
Airport Shuttle
Hen and Stag Parties
Sporting Events and Concerts

CHRISTMAS CLUB —
Today!

Call In-Store Today
For More Info

€ techmarket.ie 085 233 3220

Work Events
Bingo Runs

@bowesminibus n @bowesminibusservice




Sloetb

Form Filling
&
Digital/Online
Support

Free and confidential service to
support people with form filling,
digital queries and accessing
available services.

® Form Filling Support

® Digital/Smartphone Support

® Free & Confidential Service

Portlaoise Library
Tuesdays 10am-12pm

More Info

O tlatham@Iloetb.ie or
085 8560160

Amy Egan Holistic

61 Main Street, Portlaocise, Laois
R32 YOCF

CARPETS i

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring A :
F - nadlan nea dssage -
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses = =
) - Fertility Treatments
- Bedroom Furniture - Holistic Facial and lots more ...

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est,, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

Contact: 087 966 2086
Website: www.amyeganholistic.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/amyeganholistic




DUNAMASE ANTIQUES

ANTIQUES - VINTAGE

Georgian, Victorian, Edwardian and
others

Waterford Crystal glasses, vases,
decanters and clocks

Crystal Chandeliers

Mason’s Mandalay China
Kashmir Rugs

Mirrors

Lamps

Belleek China

Cast Iron Road and Country Signs

- COLLECTABLES

21 Piece Royal Albert China Teasets
Clocks - Mantle and Vienna

Tiffany Lamps

Qil Lamps with Globes and Shades
Coffee and Wine Tables

Hall Stands

Brass Fenders and Coal Scuttles
Pictures Laois 1915 All Ireland and
Michael Collins 1916, 1922

Guinness, Jameson, Powers and

61 Main Street, Maryborough, Portlaoise, R32 YOCF. 085-7657206

Open Monday - Saturday 10:30am-5:30pm
E-mail; info@dunamaseantiques.com | Facebook; Dunamase Antiques f

AGVERTS e

www.dunamaseantiques.com




Catherine

Fitzgerald

Working in the Community for the Community

Portlapise/Abbeyleix Municipal District

( Wishing you all a very Happy and Peaceful
: ="I‘ Christmas and best wishes for the New Year

T FIANNA FAIL 0876814015

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY cfitzgerald@laoiscoco.ie

e B . OOKI.IGE@OR THE'
Oéiu pﬁﬁp .

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 |
— /hy not purchase a

S & - ill " PARISH

(:ﬁﬁ!%ﬁtﬁf % @ LOTTO

PLAZA MARKET i 17 | . GIFT

& FUN FAIR

Ml (@ VOUCHER

DECEMBER 14TH - 23RD
SUN: 12AM - 6PM
MOMN - THURS: 12AM - TPM

FRI- SAT: 10AM - BPM* Al° I 1}2 Year (26 draws)
LOCATED AT THE PLAZA, JAMES

FINTAN LALOR AVENUE, R32 ::' C fﬂ r ﬂn]y € 5 0

MARKET INCLUDES \ S Full Year (51 braws)
= LIVE MUSIC . {\ . e (1) Dl’ll}’ €100

= FUN FAIR Other Lotto voucher
« FOOD & DRINKS

» VENDORS | L - ).{f' X deneminations also available.
s SANTAS GROTTO S 1 : v : .
« CAKE DECORATING

Lonrmaime. . PR " FURBHER DETAILS AVAILABLE
*The Christeras markat wik close at Spm Saberdoy 23 \ AT THE: PARISH CENTRE
You may also join dnfi;!ﬂ at

VISIT LAOIS JE OR LAOISTASTE.IE FOR MORE INFORMATION www.pertiadiseparish.ie -




Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | §) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday afternoon at 3pm in the Parish centre for an afternoon of
friendship, fun and activities.

Monday 11 December; Bowls in St. Marys Sports hall at 3pm. New members always welcome, tuition given.
Wednesday 13" December; Christmas dinner in the Parish Centre. Wine reception at 12 noon and dinner 12.30pm,
afterwards song and dance and fun upstairs in the John Paul reom until 6pm approx, Hope everyone has a good time,
Thursday 14™ December; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition
given. For further information please contact P.R.O. Sheila 087-6204617. _
Results of Whist Drive held in Parish Centre on Tuesday, 5" December; "'i_\';;, 5
Top Score;: Sheila Duff | 1* Lady: Paraic Dowing | 2™ Lady: Kit Farrell | 1 Gent: Christy Fitzpatrick b i
2" Gent: Austin Kavanagh | 1% Half: Mary Gowing | 2™ Half: Leslie Hunter o
Raffle: 1* Sadie Chester | 2™ Molly O'Brien | 3" Liam McCartney | 4'" Sadie Chester | 5 Liam McCartney i, j
6 Catherine Galvin | 7" Ann Marie Farrell | 8" Tom Kearns. '
Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues every Tuesday night at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.
P.A.T.H.; Portlaoise Action to Homelessness Church gate collection 16" /17" December. Your generosity would be
very much appreciated.

Thank You; Portlacise AFC would like to thank all those who generously contributed to our recent church gate
collection on 18"/15™ November. Together we raised €1,250 which was fantastic and we are very grateful.

Fourth Wall Laois Theatre Group Table Quiz; Thursday 14" December in Doogue's Pub Raheen at 8:30pm. Table
of 4 €40, All support greatly appreciated.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, thg Heatl;i, Daily 2pm (Monday-Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
Lourdes Parish Pi lication; The Portlaoise Parish Lourdes Committee would like to
advise that a box will be available in the Parish Church on the right hand side of Our Lady statue, for anyone wishing
to apply for full or partial sponsorship on our 2024 pilgrimage. If your application is for medical reasons, a doctors
clearance for you to travel must accompany your application. If you are nominating another person please make the
person aware before you place their name in the box. All applications must include a name and current telephone
number. This box will remain open for applications from 1% December 2023 until 5% January 2024,

Thank you to Fr. Paddy and everyone who attended our Evening of Prayer for peace in the Holy Land and throughout
our troubled world, in 5t. Brigid's Church, Shanahoe last Sunday week. May peace reign in every heart this Advent
Season as we prepare our hearts to greet Jesus. "Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ”. Cor: 1:3

ecember 12'" marks the Feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe: In 1531 Our Lady appeared to a
man named Juan Diego 5 times between 9" and 12" December, Our Lady of Guadalupe is the
patroness of the Pro-life movement and in America is sometimes referred to as the Empress of the
America’s. The shrine of Our Lady of Guadalupe is the most visited Marian shrine in the world,
Pro-life Rosary will be prayed in the Parish Church on Tuesday 12 December at 7pm in honour of
Our Lady of Guadalupe.

End of Year Rosary
At The Grotto
MNew Years Eve

Dec. 31% at 8pm

Mes r'fnunar.-._n'- Temrca

Have a Blessed Candle lit and displayed at the
grotto for the sick, deceased, your intentions or in
thanks giving. Your Candle will be lit from S5pm on
Dec. 317 until after midnight. (Rosary 8pm).

Candle bookings can be made through the shop in
the Parish Centre, or contact any of the following;

Mary Byrne (086-3653168
Paddy Connolly 087-2117174
John Egan 087-1254841
Kitty Timmons 087-9506634
Jimmy Shiels 087-6872633

A Mass will also be offered for your intentions in
Portlacise and Medjugorje

katie Taylor, undisputed Lightweight and super Lightweight World
Champion, with Msgr. lohn, on her visit to Portiaoise Boxing Club last
Saturday, What a great honour (and coup) for the Boxing Club to have her FININD
visit just a week after her epic bout. Well done! % Contact the Parish Centre

Black leather gloves found in the
WST & . parish Church on Sunday 3™ December.




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience

- Fully Insured
089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING
s School Cleaning
» General House Cleaning
» Deep Cleaning
<< . « o End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

087-9737073

PODIATRIST

MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam

e Kerbing

» Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

DAVE CUNNINGHAM A &

CARPENTRY SERVICES I\

Registered and fully insured

Budget Kitchens €€E€ at affordable prices

to suit everyone, Slide robes, Panel work,
Partiticns and wainscoting.

Qutdaor pergalas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken,

Call Dave 08B6-8209640
davecunninghamdromi@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oll Boilers,
0il Cookers & Gas Boilers
Flus Power Flushing of Heating Systems
Remaving 2l the old shedge and water that has built up

in your radiatars and boilers oves the years with clean
water and [nhibitors ko redwos fuel bils and save manay,

Ballyfin, Portlacise. Call:

086-3758503

CLARE’'S @

Stradbally Rd. Portlaocise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschoaol.ie

) NOLAN

NOLAN

=2 LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

Trailer loads delivered.
Contact; 085-2437088

MC CARPENTRY
(;_\ o~ b §nd 2™ Fixing
| Kitchens and

= Renovations
Fully registered
and insured
Contact Martin;
085-1986546

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential, Non- Judgemental
service.

Abbeyleix. Online counselling
sessions available also.
Enqguiries welcome.

Tel. 085-8762314

All Scrap Metal, Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

FOR SALE

2012 Hyundai i40 blue
‘Executive’ 4-door, colour
black, 1.7L diesel, beautiful
condition, serviced regularly,
genuine reason for sale,
Portlaocise area. Contact;

086-1594145

Ar feelin

low, isolated, or anxious?
If so it helps to talk to people

with similar challenges.
Join us for a
Grow meeting

weekly on Thursdays at 7pm

in Portlacise Parish Centre
Tel. Michelle 086-4183805




DeReach

Recruitment
Recruitment Consultant

Healthcare and Medical
Recruitment Specialists

MNow Recruiting;
« Nurses « Care Assistants

- Met bag softwood logs €5

ey i S&R SERVICES

- Met bag hardwood logs €7 PathIHQIDECDI"atIﬂg
- Net bag kindle wood €3 : S

= Trailer load logs (hardwood,/softwood) KItChEI‘l ﬁtt| I'Ig

- 20kg bags Coal - Free delivery

- Fuel Vouchers - The Ideal Christmas Gift Fu rn |tU re aSSE‘m bly

Price increase due to new regulations

Phone card payments acceptad Floori n g 4 Ca rpe ntry

« Social Care Workers « Home Caregivers

Do you need a Caregiver, nurse or
someone to assist you in your home?
Then please do not hesitate to contact us.

We are here to help.
Call: +353 89 2438 613
E-mail: info@dereachrecruitment.ie
Office: +353 B5 1487 892

www.dereachrecruitment.ie

Contact Fintan 087-7645855 e
T P.M Tiling, Bathrooms

i intenance | General maintenance

Services include; :
Plastering, painting, gardening, Extensmns, ShEdS;

soft landscaping, Pergolas
bin enclosures, power washing, : '
window cleaning and general Renovations, etc.

property maintenance. Call;

085-1485097 085-7462417

SG DRIVING
SCHOOL

Call or Text
089-4542508
E-mail ‘?_.d_’_!

sgdrivingschool1@gmail.com

CHILDMINDER

Mature lady available for
childminding in Ballacolla,
Durrow, Abbeyleix or
Portlaoise. Contact;
Patricia 087-9440396

I Migsa e Poy

ONE BEDROOM FOR SALE

APARTMENT .
FOR RENT Stanley Cara Solid

Two people can share, ready to Fuel (Insert) Stove

rent from December. Contact:
Quiet location, only Skm from £

Portlaoise, very close to the 03 6-2666 240

town, schools, shops, hospital
and prison, right next to N7.
Non-smokers please
May suit professionals

The Fatima Candle will be |it at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Wednesday 13" December in

Contact: honour of Our Lady of Fatima
: and for the intentions of all
085-1649684 parishioners. Rosary will be
087-6204610 prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
Call anytime for more info. All are welcome.

CO“‘-ERR CONCERN

worldwide GROUP
Concern once again asked the people of
Portlacise and surrounding areas to help
countries whe are stricken with hunger
and climate change.
The one day collection on November 246

Dia 1?!11*‘2023 - Do mlngn raised €55,025 to date. Concern wishes to
Horario:16h thank all collectors who helped on the day

and to people who worked late into the

Lﬂﬂal St Pﬂtﬂf & Pﬂ“]'ﬂ Cathﬂllc evening counting the money collected,

Helen Corbett - Portiaolse Concern Group.

CHRISTMAS TRACTOR RUN
The Heath N.5, Parents Council will host
a Christmas Tractor Run on Sunday 17T
December at Spm. Registration in the
hall beside the Church from 4pm on the
day. €20 per tractor, All funds raised
gaing to The Heath N.S, There will be a
children's tractor run at 4.30pm.




John the Baptist prepares the way for Jesus

Before the days of printed newspapers, town criers walked
through the streets ringing a bell. Then they shouted out the
news from every street corner announcing the time of town
meetings and other items of interest to the people. Even after printed
newspapers came along, you could walk the streets of a city and hear
the voice of a newspaper boy crying out, "Extra! Extra! Read all about
it!" Then he would shout out the day's headlines, hoping to get the
attention of those who were passing by so that they would buy a
newspaper.

Today, people get the news in many different ways. Think for a moment
about how your family gets the news. Some rely on the newspaper and
they read it from cover to cover, some get the news from the Internet,
others get the news by listening to the radio. Probably the main way
that people get the news today is by watching television. No matter how
you get the news, it is important to know what is going on in the world
around us.

Long before Jesus was born, God spoke through the prophet Isaiah to tell how He would spread the
news of the coming of the Messiah. This is what God said through Isaiah, "I will send my
messenger to prepare the way. He will be a voice of one crying in the desert, 'Prepare the way for
the coming of the Lord! Clear the road for him."

John the Baptist was the messenger that God chose to bring this good news to His people. John
was a very unusual man who wore clothes made of camel hair with a leather belt around his waist.
His favourite food was locusts and wild honey. Everyone has something unigue or unusual about
themselves, What's that for vou? John travelled around in the desert preaching that people should
repent of their sins and turn to God. Repent means to tell God when you know you have done
wrong and stop doing those wrong things. When people listening to John the Baptist confessed their
sins, he baptised them in the Jordan River.

John the Baptist was very popular and had a great following, but he In Advent
always told the people about Jesus. "Someone is coming soon who is thﬁe'j;?t
greater than I am,” he said. "He is so much greater that I am not even purple,
worthy to stoop down and untie the straps on His sandals." Yes, John the colour of
was faithful in bringing the news to the people. royalty.

It's been 2,000 years since Gnd_sent His Son, but God still FjIEEG.S This reminds us Hhat
messengers to spread the news. This year, as we celebrate our Saviour's we are waiting to
birth, won't you be God's messenger to share the good news with| welcome Christ, the

S 9000000000000 00 i

Dear Father, we thank You for this very special time of year when we celebrate the birth of Jesus, There are a

many who don't know about Jesus. Help us be Your messengers and share the good news. Amen, ﬂ" ﬁ




JOHN THE BAPTIST

PREPARES THE WAY FOR JESUS

The Second Sunday of Advent

Two purple candles are now lit for the first and second Sundays in Advent,
The Candle of Peace is lit this Sunday on the second Sunday of Advent.

2nd Week of Advent Prayer for the Second Week of Advent

PEAC E Loving God, On this Advent day

we turn to you in prayer.

As we wait the coming of your Son,

we ask your blessing on each of us.

Bring your healing upon us.
And help us to welcome your light into our lives,
a light that gives us the gift of peace.
May your peace guard our heart,
our mind and our home.

We ask this through our Lord. Amen.

A Voice in the Wilderness
Fill in the blanks

The tells us that in the days before

began his

ministry, a man called began

and telling the people

to for the coming
When told people to prepare for the King, he didn't mean that they
should go and the floor, pick up their , and
make their . He meant that they should prepare their
How? By of their

and turning toward

When they did this, John would

them in the
That is how got the name, b
WORD BOX -5
Bible hearts God sweep Jordan River
John toys prepare King preaching
Jesus baptise John repenting

Beds sins home John the Baptist




I lowe visiting the cribs in various churches this time of year.
Many of you, have by now placed your crib, in a sacred place
at home. Saint Francis of Assisi, was the first to introduce
visually displaying the crib. He did so in a deliberate
portrayal of the deep poverty and yet great love, the Christ
child, was born into. A young mother and father, placing a
tiny little baby in a manger, wrapped In swaddling clothes,
There was no room for this baby in the inn, his birth was
extra dramatic where eventually Mary and Joseph, found
shelter in a lowly stable. The first to be made aware of this
tremendous new life were the outsiders. Shepherds, by their
very nature lived on the outside. Their lives were nomadic
and hardship was the norm. I have no doubt, that when the
angels appeared, with the melody of hope, their hearts were
instantly lifted. When they went to examine and walidate
what they had been told, their immediate response was one
of wonder and awe, in the presence of Emmanuel “God
among us". Their silence, was a prayer filled by God's grace.
The birth of Jesus Christ surrounded by cattle and sheep,
was and continues to be such a powerful encounter, God
became one of us., "The word became flesh and dwelt
amongst us”,

Christmas comes at the darkest most tender moments of the
year. We yearn and long for the light, even in the winter saoil,
the first glimpse of green shoots remind us "When winter
comes can spring be far behind®, We all carry within us a
vulnerable nature, It is in this space where God's grace
yearns to be born again. Yet another year, 2023, has quickly
passed. Yet, the Christmas message remains timeless. "The
Word became flesh and lived among us.’ God is with us.
Jesus Christ is the light whe shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not put out that light, More than that, in a time
af s0 many threats to ocur humanity and our well-being, War
in Europe and the Holy Land, poverty, famine, migration on a
massive scale, homelessness; the Christmas Message speaks
pointedly and timelessly once more into these and many
other situations too.

The image of the baby Jesus in the crib, is @ most cherished
one, but also can be very challenging. A God, who appears
as a defenceless child, is not the angry, arrcgant and
Judgmental God. A God who appears as a defenceless child
breaks out from the categories of those who think only in
cold rationality. We may be able rationally to come to accept
the existence of God, but human rationality will not l2ad us
to the God who appears in the birth of Jesus Christ. A God
who appears as a defenceless child is not a useless fairy tale:
a God who appears as a defenceless child s a powerful
advocate for us: not a God who abowve all claims personal
prerogatives. It is not just that we can identify this God as
one like us in all our challenges, but a God who identifies
himself with us and brings us into his cwn life of grace and
truth and salvation.

We live in an Ireland which is becoming increasingly
ambiguous in its understanding of God. Alongside men and
women of deep faith and commitment there are those who
wish to build their future and the future of our society by
removing God from the public square. There are those who
are too busy to pay much more than lip service and outward
cultural adherence to God. There are those who strugale with
the very idea of God, because of the harshness of the world

Timg to Think!

Visiting the Crib

we live in and the mystery of evil. There are those who are
angry with God and with the Church or indeed are angry with
God because of the Church. How many times do I hear the
phrase: ™I am just hanging in there by the tips of my
fingers",

Why are people afraid of or unsettled by a God who appears
as a defenceless child? What is it with a defenceless child
that upsets? Some would wish to banish the God who
appears in a crib off our streets? Others, believers, would
feel happier with a warrior God who builds ramparts of
defence. We have to ask ourselves as bellevers how a God
who appears as a defenceless child challenges us about how
we live our lives. The God who rejects conventional defences
challenges us also to be there for all those who are wounded
and alone and burdened and troubled. We are called to
e with them unconditionally, not building up within us
defence mechanisms based on  prestige, security or
self-centeredneass.

Christmas calls us to change our lives. It is not about
pointing to others. We know well how much self-centredness
remains in each of our own hearts, We know how much we
believers, just as any other, are infected with the same
sense of superficiality which can easily be proliferated in our
warld, Where do we |ook for true security? The scripture
tells us that God "makes us secure in justice and integrity”.
Justice and integrity cannot be achieved simply by laws and
good policies. Justice is attained by men and women who live
justly. Integrity is attained by men and women whao live
integrity, whatever the cost, not for fame or recognition, but
because integrity belongs to beling truly human, We
celebrate the birth of Jesus and we regain at this celebration
something of the wonder we experienced as children. But
waonder is not something for children alone. We all have to
rediscover that sense of wonder in the face of what goodness
and honesty, justice and integrity can attain.

I pray this Christmas may be a space where we learn
selflessness after the Jesus who came to give himself for our
salvation without any pretentiousness. Pretentiousness
divides; mercy and compassion heal and reconcile. The
message of the birth of Jesus im0 simplicity  and
defencelessness helps us to understand that such dreaming
and idealism are possible. May the birth of Christ bring
health and healing to us all.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twiltter @frpaddybyrne, now over 31,300 foffowers or @AbbeyleixP
or feave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles
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Christmas Arrangements 2023 Kiddar & Leighbn Dincnse

CHRISTMAS NOVENA
MONDAY 18" TO SATURDAY 23" DECEMBER
Mass at 7Tam

PARISH CAROL SERVICE
Wednesday 20" December - Parish Church 7.30pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (PENITENTIAL SERVICE)
Monday 18" December - Parish Church 7.30pm

CONFESSIONS
Friday 22" December - Parish Church after 10am Mass to 1pm & 6pm to 7pm
Saturday 23™ December - Parish Church after 10am Mass to 1pm

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS TIMES
Portlacise Parish Church Children’s Mass
(mainly aimed at those who have not yet received 1* Holy Communion) 4pm
& Children’s Mass 6pm
Parish Church Midnight Mass 9pm
Parish Church Polish Mass 10.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS TIMES

Farish Church 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am and 12.20pm
The Heath 9.20am Ratheniska 10am

TUESDAY 26" DECEMBER TO SATURDAY 30" DECEMBER
Parish Church 10am

SUNDAY 31° DECEMBER

Parish Church 6.30pm (Vigil Mass on Sat.), 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm
The Heath 9.30am Ratheniska 10am

MONDAY 1* JANUARY (MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD)
Parish Church 10am

TUESDAY 2™ JANUARY to FRIDAY 5" JANUARY
Parish Church 10am
Parish Church Paolish Mass 2pm

SATURDAY EthJANUAR"IF (THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD)
Parish Church 7.30pm (Vigil Mass on Friday), 8.30am, 10am & 12.30pm
The Heath: 9.30am Ratheniska: 10am

MASSES WILL RESUME AS NORMAL FROM MONDAY 8" JANUARY

All our up-to-date Mass times can be accessed on our website www.portlaciseparish.ie



. Waiting in Hope
Longing for Peace

A Central Figure of Advent: John the Baptist
Over the weeks of Advent we encounter a number of key characters An Advent Tradition
in the unfolding story of our salvation. In the Gospel this Sunday we

are introduced to lohn the Baptist. An older cousin of lesus, he was While the Christmas tree is very

a prophet sent by God to prepare people for the coming of Jesus much part of the Christmas season,
Christ into the world. His life was one of continually pointing to over the course of Advent the tree will

Jesus, When his mother, Elizabeth, was pregnant with John, she was
visited by Mary, and John leapt in her womb. This revealed to homes, signalling that we are getting
Elizabeth that the child Mary carried was the Son of God. doser to the feast of Christmas.
lohn's desert ministry was all about calling people to be In the midst of winter, the
ready for lesus and the change he would bring to their lives. lohn's
call to repentance is not mere fire and brimstone, scare tactics, but
isa call rooted in the belief that God is coming to His people and we
need to be ready. lohn's message provokes us into action, calling us
to turn back to God and to ready ourselves for Christ to come into

begin to appear in more and more

evergreen tree, dressed with lights,
reminds us of the life and light that
comes to us through Christ. The
colourful decorations of the tree are a
reminder of the paradise tree of the

our lives. Crucially, this personal readying involves looking beyond garden of Eden, hung with the bright
ourselves, to how we treat others and live with others. As followers colour of fruit.

of lesus, it calls us to lives of justice and right relationship with one

another; it calls us to acts of kindness and charity to neighbour and Eamilies are invited 3
stranger. For the desert places in which we walk,

to say the following prayer d‘/ ‘L’-?:
the streets we roam, the paths we cross, together a./ i,
guide our feet, take us to places where You would go. when they put up the
Give us words that You would use EhiEts b

that in this Advent season of promise and preparation in their hame
we might point the way with lohn the Baptist

to the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world! .
~ written by John Birch A Blessing Prayer

Lord God,
Lacking ahead to the let your blessing come upon us

Third Sunday of Advent s e e
St John Paul |l began a tradition in Rome that continues and the cheer it gives us
today. On this Sunday, children and their families from across be a sign of the joy
Rome come to 5t Peter’s Square, bringing with them the Hhat fills our hearts.
figure of the infant Jesus from their crib. After the Angelus, As we delight in this tree
the children raise up the figures and the Pope blesses them. may we come to
The day is now also known affectionally as Bambinelli Sunday, the knowledge and joy
the Italian for babies. In many places the blessed figure is of the Christmas gift
wrapped and placed under the family Christmas tree to be

of salvation and peace.
unwrapped and finally placed in the crib at Christmas = We ask this through Christ our Lord.
reminding us of the first and most important gift of R Arvien.

Christmas. Many of our parishes have introduced this practice

Come, Lord Jesus.
Qﬂuk out for an invitation in your local parish! / \ /




O Comfort My People

Feople will recognise the traditional Irish

setting of this Advent hymn as & iosa im chirafse {Jesus, be in
my heart]. The words are based on the bible text of Isaiah 40
and were adapted and put to music by the late American
Trappist monk, Chrysogonous Waddell.

The soothing melody carries a strong proclamation of hope
on our Advent journey. |n |saiah 40, the prophet is looking
ahead to a time of great pain when the People of God will
experience exile from their homeland. His massage from
God to the people answers the guestions they will have in
the midst of their shock and suffering — Does God want to
deliver us? Can God deliver us? Will God do it? God's
respanse is yes; | have not forsaken you; | have not
abandoned you; | am with you. These words come to us
today in the midst of a world where there is terrible conflict,
and millions are displaced from their homes and land.
Isaiah’s message from God, for all people, still holds true.

And comfort is not just about being soothed. It is about
being fortified, strengthened, encouraged. This Advent, God
is coming to us to bring us comfort, strength and
encouragement, to speak to our hearts with the good news

An Advent Household Prayer
This week we invite you take o moment to lfght your
Advent wreoth fcondle, to thonk God for your ddvent
Doy & to proy this prayer in unionr with the rest of aur
diocesan family, proying for peoce in our world & fives.

Loving God,
as your light grows in the dark of winter,
bring its strength and its hope
to the people of the Holy Land and to all people
who suffer through war and conflict.

Just as you sent the star of Bethlehem
to lead the way to your Son,
guide all people - leaders and citizens —
to follow your ways of peace and justice.
As we remember the difficult journey of Mary and
Joseph, may the Holy Family be a source of courage
for each of us, helping us to reach out in friendship
to the oppressed and displaced of this world.
Help us to see in the Christ-child we welcome this
Christmas,
the one who came to bring an end to all divisions.
Through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
And may the Lord bless us and keep us safe
this Advent day and always.

f) An Advent hymn to think abouit....

Weekly Advent
Gospel Link

On the second Sunday of Advent we
hear again from Mark's Gospel. We are now in
Year B of the three year cycle of Sunday
readings named Year A, B and C. Today, the
text we hear comes from the start of Mark's

writing and he opens with a very direct
message, lesus Christ, the 5on of God, is the
Good Mews, the gospel. Mark’'s whole Gospel
is about revealing for us who lesus is.

Every day we listen out for the news
of the day. But the Gospel of lesus is the news
of our salvation. And the message of lohn the
Baptist points firmly to Jesus as the source of
aur salvation. The challenging figure of lohn
the Baptist continues to call us, even taday, to
examine ourselves as we prepare to welcome
Jesus into our lives once more. lohn reminds
us that we are a baptised, forgiven people. We
can be grateful for this forgiveness but we can
also choose to be a better person as a result
of it. And we can choose to share forgiveness
with others in our lives, A key part of our
Advent preparation is about figuring out this
question: what would it mean for me to be o
better person, to be a forgiven and forgiving
persan, straightening the path for Jesus to
take root in my life?

See kandle.ie for weekdy Scripture Sharing
reflections on the Advent Sunday readings
from homilies of the late Fr John Cummins
& visit Balyna parish Youtube channel on the
parish website for Fr Sedn Maher's short

Arner.
Come, Lord Jesus, Prince of Peac

\ weekfy Advent Scripture Study series /

This Christmas, you
THE WORLD WIT can help children
récamre around the world with
Tricaire’s selection of
sustainable and ethical gifts. A full list of possibilities are
available at: hitps://www. trocaire.org/news/help-

SEND SOME LOVE ARDUND

children-around-the-world-with-trocaires-christinas-

gifts/

A "Digging Deeper’ initiative of the Kildare and Leighlin Diocesan Commission for Liturgical Formation




(¢hristmasiPreparation M asses)

Join us at 7am from the 1:8th-23xd of Decmb*
as we celebrate Mass b}f .and[dtght.

This way of celebrating Mass is an old Advent practice called a
Rorate Mass.
It helps us to focus our thoughts on the coming of the light of the world,
Jesus Christ.

1] Portlaoise
[ |1}




Portlaoise Parish Carol Service

O Come let us Adore

Join us, Wednesday 20th December, 7.30pm
In St. Peter and Paul’s Church, Portlaoise

Available live on the Parish Webcam, Radio

and Shalom World TYV.

> v
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Portlaoise
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Anthony Walsh
The Heath
Portlaoise

Even fﬁa@ﬁ P wai && tigﬁ the darkest
ya

valle ey, fear no evil: w aive with ime;

Your rod and your staff - fﬁejf am‘f&f 8

MAY HE REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to his family.

A message of sympathy may be Ieﬁfﬂrhefamd]tfy 1ugg1ng on to
the death nofice at www.poriaciseparish. |9Mlnﬂ’nnaﬁ

We are currently accepting Christmas
Remembrances for our Christmas edition.

The final deadline for receipt of
Christmas Remembrances will be
12 noon Friday 15" December.

Owing to print deadlines we will be unable
to accept notices after this deadline.

@ In Loving Memory of
CARMEL CROKE

Pallas, Portlaocise.
2md Anniversary occurs 11t December 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5t. Fintan's Church, Ballyfin this
Saturday 9t December at 8pm
No matter how life changes,

No matter what we do,

A special place within our hearts,
Is always kept for you.

Sadly missed, loved and
remembered by her loving family.

Rest in Reace Carmel

o 2 o 2 o B i S 2 e S 2 B i 2 i 2 2 B

2

In Loving Memory of
DAN RAFTER

Ballymacken, Portlaoise.

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on Sunday 17% December, 10am.
ol Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us everyday,
- Unseen, unfeard, but always near,
‘“{I Still loved, still missed and very dear.
Sadly missed by vour loving wife Annette, daughter Mary,
son Daniel, son-in-law Brian and daughter-in-law Kathy.

Reast in ' Reace “Dan
? In Loving Memory of ?
% ELIZABETH FLANAGAN
née Wright. Late of Green Rd. Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs 12th December 2023

For each cloud theres a
rainbow,

For each shadow;: the sun,
For each parting; memories,
So our foved ones are never

truly gone.

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on Tuesday 12t
December at 10am and Sunday

17t December at 12.30pm.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your
loving husband Tony, daughter Sinead, sons
Trevor, Kevin, Tony [nr. and Matthew Jnr.
grandchildren, relatives and friends.

Reast in Reace Lliaabeth
MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

For the perfect fribute card for your loved one
= onr bespoke memeorial cards,
Create a collage of images illustrating
the life of vour loved one with our
expert Desien Team,

Al our Cards are individually designed
= anigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
for additional photos or images. g

UI'I“':J! Clonminam B pss ' 1a
Portlzoise, Co. Laois
B057 86 34050

www.mochuaprint.ie
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In Loving Memory of @ In Loving Memory of
Our Brother : RICHARD BOOTH
JOE KERRY Killeen, Mountmellick.

Late ﬁ-!.‘l' (1 Moare Place, Portlaoise. 4nd Anniversary occurs 11t December 2023
5" Anniversary occurs —_— r

12" December 2023 Also rermembering his sister
JACINTA MOORE
nee Booth
Australia and Ballyduff, s
Stradbally
whoss 3 Anniversary
oceurred 5 Dacamber.
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Tuesday 12" December at 10am.

L

WL

Also remembering Our Nephew

b4 JOHN-PAUL MITCHELL

' Whase Anniversary occurs at this time.

L

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of
' the Assumption, the Heath, this
Sunday 10t December at 9:30am.

L)

We wish we could see you one more time,

A come walking through the door, but we

"' know that is impossible, we will hear your
voices no more,

We know you can feel our tears, and you don't want us to cry,

yet our hearts are broken because we don't understand why ?

L1

Abways in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.

ChMay They Rest in Reave
In Loving Memory of +

Ll

L

you had to die.
We pray that God will give us strength and somehow get us

:i through, as we struggle with the heartache, that came when PA TRICIA & THOMAS P
¥ we lost you TERRITT !
' ) ; 34 Cherrygarth, Portlaoise.
1h

Wb
L)
F

2™ Anniversary of Patricia & 36™ Anniversary of Thomas.

Mass will be celebrated in Sts, Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
This Sunday 10™

December at 12.30pm.
Our thoughts are ever with
you both, though you have

passed away, and those

Coolnacart, Mountrath. Died 14" December 1957 . 'w"r“f'_&”_"’dp you dearfy,
66™ Anniversary occurs at this time. are thiking of you today.
Deep in our hearts your memory is kept, Afways in our thoughts, forever in our hearts

To fove, to chenish and never forget, Loved and missed by all your family o friends.
I'n Heaven you rest, no LOrries ﬂrp.-n'n, ~ 0 E - ﬁ ﬁ % E
In God's own time, we will meet again. i & i
Albways remembered by bis &> In Loving Memory of &

loving family. i
L ROBERT O’ CONNOR
OW@? C‘;gf:’-’fmg? @ﬁﬂ‘ m .Eﬁﬂﬁ Lic}fmm’ and Forest Park, Portlaoise.

17" Anniversary occurs at this time.
. : £ Anniversary Mass will be
% In Loving Memory of < celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
JAMES O’ REILLY Parish this Sunday
th
Marian House, Dublin Rd., Portlaoise. 10" December at 12.30pm.

44™ Anniversary occurs 10" December 2023 | it Bl ¥ Time may hide a sadness, like a
. : smile can hide a tear,
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A sudden call from God on high, 4 . But memories will last forever,
We had no chance to say goodbye, : Gfﬂn‘e we loved so dear,
Without farewell you fell asleep, 4 Not just a memory or part of
But memoaories of you, we will always keep. the past, but ours to remember
as long as life lasts.
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From s foving sons Martin and Jas, deughter
‘ Lileen, danglters-in-law, sons-in-faw, Sadly missed by Mammy, Daddy, Mark, Adrian, Liz
grandehildren and great-grandchildren & family, Lorraine, Bernard & family.

CMay ~James Rest in " Reace CMay Robert Rest in ' Reace

- - " - " - - " - - " - " - " - " - " - " - - - " - - - - " - - - -
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In Loving Memory of
DENIS (Dinny)

FITZPATRICK

46 Liogard, Portlaoise.
15" Anniversary occurs 13" December 2023

We miss you from your
fireside chair,
Your loving smile and
gentle air,
Your vacant place, no one
can fill,
We miss you Daddy and
always will.
He was a husband so very
rare, content in his home
and always there,
On Earth he toiled, in Heaven he rests,
God bless you Din, you were one of the best.
Lovingly remembered by your wife Doreen,
chifdren Ann, Tina, TJohn and Dor, sons-in-law,
daughter-in-faw and grandchildren.

Mgy the Lord lay Iis gentle hand wpon him
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& In Loving Memory of
4 WILLIAM (BILLY) FARRELL *
Hillview Drive and formerly of St. John's 5y.

10t Anni-.rersmy occurs 8" December 2023

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church this Sunday 10™ December at 12.30pm.

(1]

(1]

When you feel a little fonely
and all you want is me, just place
a hand upon your heart and you
know that's where I'lT be.
| 1 know how much you're hurting
but remember me and smile.
I know we are apart right now
but it s only for a while.
Take comfort that I'm happy
. where the skies are always blue.
I be waiting at the rainbow bridge where Heaven
calls for you.

(1]

We love and miss you abways, from your Foving wife
Ann, children Christine, Jessica and William,
-' grandsons James and Tadhg and son-in-law James.

CMay CWilliam Rest in ' Reace
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In Loving Memory of

i
JOHN and MARY ROCHE %
Mountrath Rid., Portlaoise.

John's 5" Anniversary occurs 18" December 2023
Mary's 2™ Anniversary occurs 9" January 2024

(1}
WL

(11
Wb ¥

L)

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in S5ts. Peter &
Paul's Parish Church, on
Saturday 16™ December
at 6.30pm.

‘ | hide my tears when | say
YOour name,
But the pain in my heart is still the same,
Though [ smile and seem carefree,
There is no one who misses you more than me,
Your presence | miss, your memaory | treasure,
Loving you always, forgetting you never.

WL

¥

WL

\LJ

K

Sadly missed and always remembered by their sons,
daughters, grandchildren, sons-in-laws, daughters-in-law,
great-grandchildren and extended family.

CMay They Rest in Reace

? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE .
In Loving Memory of
ANGELA CLEARY née Colbert

37 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
&' Birthday away from home occurs 11 December 2023.

To a loving Wife, cherished
Mother and adored Nanny

We think of vou in silence,

We often speak your name,
But all we have are memories and
your picture in a frame,
Your resting place we visit and put
flowers there with care,

But no ane knows the heartache,
As we turn and leave you there.

LA

WL
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Sadly missed by vour loving husband Tom, daughters
Stephanie, Tracey and Paula, grandchildren Craig, Ben,
Ryan, Roisin and Willow and great-granddaughter Grace.
Always in our hearts.

Rest in Beace Cham
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In Loving Memory of
JOHN ARRIGAN

Newpark, Portlaoise.
10t Anniversary occurred 8% December 2023
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on

Sunday 10*" December, 12.30pm.
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Sadly missed by all his loving
family and friends. .
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In Loving Memory of % @ In Loving Memory of @
JOSEPH & BRIDGET MICHAEL & BRIDGET RYAN

KILMURRAY, STRADBALLY
CLEAR Whose 10" and 5 Anniversaries cccur at this time.
Whose Anniversaries occur at this time. Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of
" Will those who think of them the Assumption, the Heath, this Sunday 10t December
at 9:30am.
today,

A little prayer to Jesus say. Toy snl resting place
we visit, place flowers

Always remembered by your there with care,
But no one knows our
heartache, when we
turn and leave you
there.

: ﬂCKN OWLE DG E M E NT %' | Sadly missed by their loving family, extended family

In Loving Memory of and friends.

CMay Chey Rest in " Reave

We, Carmel's family, wish tw Iﬂ Lﬂ'l’iﬂg Memﬂry 0
express our deepest gratitude 5 FRA NK DUNNE

to all who supported us and
sympathised with us, both | Ballyfin and formerly St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.

online, and in person, at the 8th Anniversary occurs 9% December 2023
time of her departure from this

Wb AN ool ke B il Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

fhase vl stood on e road in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
B e ot the cemetery and Sunday 10t December at 12:30pm.

everyone who sent Mass cards There is a corner in our hearts you
visit everyday,
A special place that is yours alone,
and there you always stay.

and words of comfort
A special thanks to Mr. Flemming and all the staff at
Portlaoise hospital. x
Thanks to Abbeyleix Community Nursing Unit and Day

Care Unit. Special thanlks to Rita, Deirdre and Serena. Loved and remembered by your loving wife

Sincere thanks to Laois Palliative Care, especially Anna ;
Maorris who looked after Carmel with kind and Kainleen and famMy.

professional care. @ﬁﬂ' b/ l@ﬁ'a'ﬁd Cyg'a?ﬁ%

Many thanks to Keegan Funeral Directors for their
professional service and to Ashling Rohan for the

beautiful music. Many thanks to the gravediggers at . In LUVing Memﬂr’y‘ Uf

Portlacise cemetery.

We would like to thank Fr. Paddy for a beautiful funeral § = DENIS BOWE

e o Pegromt o e e 7 Ashiey Gardens, Portoie,
= PR Yy Y 7t Anniversary occurs 16 December 2023
for her many years of kindness and care to Carmel. . .
Anniversary Mass will be

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, ’l ~ i
please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's

our deepest gratitude. The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass has Parish Church on Saturday
been offered for your intentions. '\ 3 16" December at 6.30pm.

Rest in Peace Garmel

Your life was love and labour,
Your love for your family true,
You did your very best for all of us,

2 S — : We will always remember you.
l ey ey Sadly missed by your loving wife Margaret,
daughter Yvonne, sons Denis and David and

extended family.

C”/f»fay Senis Rest in Beace
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In Loving Memory of
ETHNA DUNNE

Clonad, Portlaoise.

3 Anniversary occurs 15 December 2023

Three vears have passed since you left
us in December,
Treasured memories still ill our hearts,
fond times we all remember.
Also remembering her 90t Birthday
which occurred 9% November 2023
90t Birthday wishes Mam sent to
Heaven
Your presence we miss, your memory we treasure,
Loving you always, forgetting you never, ‘%‘
From your loving family. I
Also remembering our Dad Anthony at this time.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Raheen Church
on Saturday 16% December at 7pm.

Rest in Reave thna

A voice cries in the wilderness

R e

+ KEEGAN'’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlanise.

v
=y

Contact Matthew
087-2549195

David 087-2369887
HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abl::eyrleiu Hnad, Portlaoise.

5.B. and Condell tractors)

Contact;

057-8620567

PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢
MIALL; f
086-2770095

Portlaoise
Stone Centre

+ ‘Woe supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues etc.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available.
We also supply and fit artificial grass,

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www.portlacisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
Email: info{@portlaocisestone.ie




Results for
7th December 2023

Portlaoise Parish

No €17,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMNERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Louise Cosgrave On Line Lotto
Cheryl and Brendan Dowling Barbara Dowling
Teresa Timmons 7 Anne Ging
Cathal O'Neill Match Cathal O"NMeill
Tom Colohan 3s Tom Colohan
Rita Herwelling Recuiis Pacelli Walsh
Sinead Murphy €143 Mai Murphy
each
Play PARISH
Follow UsSF
@@@@@ @PortlaciseParis
OMLINE

winar portlaoiseparish.iz

& Lilte W= P portlaciseparishlacis

Next Week’s Jackpot is €18,000

" We'reOPEN
' SATURDAY

The Parish Shop is open Saturdays for the month of
December; 9th, 16th and 234 from 10am to 1pm

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

:"i Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
i Tel: 057 8600122

Q Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ' . Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

Second Sunday of Advent
Isaiah 40:1-5, 9-11 | Responsorial Psalm: 84:9-14
2 Peter 3:8-14 | Mark 1:1-8

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12AIBKS323227916658201
{The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
T~ |
o e ST | ' Tl

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 [ 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaociseparis

MANAGER
Parish Secretaries

Declan Kelly
Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Syhil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
whww.portlaoiseparish.ie

[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass timeas

057 6001 19]
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154

Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



% § DUNKEEN OIL

Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR Lc'rca_r_ OIL DISTRIBUTOR

1

TO WATER CLSTOMERS
Sae &‘f‘frﬂ.fwrﬂﬂ*ﬂm vl Servica

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaocise
QOur depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




