PORTLAOISE |
PARISH Third Sunday

|i k of Advent

17th December 2023
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Our Lady’s Shrine at the Square taking
on a festive look and waiting for the
centre piece of not only the Crib but
the reason for the season - Jesus.
Well done to all who have the Shrine
and the town looking so well. Photo: Michelle Bartley

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie % Like Us _ofb.comfpurtlaoiseparishlaois
fb.com/ portlaociselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




l Come, Lord Jesus

Lord of Joy

Christmas Collection 1 Mass times for the coming week
[Parish Church ar otherwise stated)
for the support of the Priests. Monday - Saturday
The Christmas Collection for the Clergy will be 7am (Christmas Novena) & 10am
held at all Masses on Christmas Day. Sunday

Vigil 6.20pm (Saturday)
2.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH

Sunday: 9.20am

¥ . CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHENISKA
Collectors for Christmas Masses Sundav: 105

Usual Collectors are required to help in Church CONFESSIONS
porches on Christmas Day for the Clergy Collection or | Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

if anyone is interested in helping out, please contact T

the Parish Office during office hours Tel: 0578621142.

Thank you.

’ . Third Sunday of Advent
’ . Isaiah 61:1-2, 10-11.

Envelopes are in the Development Boxes or you
can pick up an Envelope in Church porches.

Thank you for your continued support.

Psailm Lk 1:46-50, 53-54
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1: 6-8, 19-28

Penitential Service - Gaudete
Parish Church _ . - : : Sunday
Monday 18th December e 2 (O Gaudete Sunday is
7.30pm. _ the third Sunday of

) Y Advent. The Latin

Christmas Arrangements Gaudete is

N ' translated as Rejoice, the first word of the

I?!.S‘td;? aurﬁm&up ﬂﬂpdgﬂ 19 introit. The reference to joy, hope and

Or visit our website www.portlaoiseparish.ie optimism are dominant at this point in
Advent.

The lesson we can take from this is that

ik Aq:fh?:fuem Christians ought to be the most hopeful and

Light looked down and saw the darkness cheerful of people, bringing both joy and
“1 will go there” said light. peace into their homes and families,

Peace looked down and saw war. workplaces, and social circles. If you can't

“| will go there said peace”. feel cheerful to order, use the opportunity

Loniik B R <Wrhatrod. to work out which parts of your life fill you
ve "i‘.iﬁ L with the most optimism.

. We welcome into our Parish Community
a-g Aiden lohn Wheeler Launder, Buckinghamshire

1E 2 : Rosie Ann O'Hara, Ralish, Abbevieix

Came down and crept in beside us. “ Who was baptised last weekend.




# MULHALL MEATS

7 OrderYour
~ Free Range
: _Turkey an

Est. 1931

Collect 500 Real Rewards

Points & get a €20 Voucher
to use against your

Mulhall’s
Free Range
Turkey

TaLk To Our
ButcHers Topay
Asout THE Best OpTiON

For Your FamiLy!

AUDIOLOGIST ©
HEARING AID f*"’

Consultant

Patricia Kﬂmartm

= Comprehengive Hearing Assessmant

» Full range of Dégital Hearing Alds available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

+ Pre-employment tests/Occupatienal Screening Tests
« Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete,
« Hearing Aid Botteries, Minor Repairs, ete, (incl, pastal service)

+ Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timaheoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-miail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SRETRECT SAFETY MEASURES [N PLACE, 1IN LUINE WITH ADWICE OF THE GOVERNRENT & HSE GLIDELINES™®

W&Wuuld Like To Than'k AH Our Customers Fur Yuur Support Th:uughn ut The Year?

an:edw&thm Mulhall's S-uper".l'alu Kellyville Centfe, Pnrtlamse Fhone.057 86 21044

PORTLAOISE
GOLF CLUB

GIVE THE GIFT
THAT LASTS ALL
YEAR!

4 NEW MEMBERSHIP €425
VOUCHERS AVAILABLE

Wishing all our members and
visitors a happy Christmas
and New Year




8‘ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
GET YOURSELF NOTICED

MERRY CHRISTMAS
S&HAPPY NEW YEAR

Jrome the
CAmazing Yeam cw WHochua S it & @ed{y&a.

Busirizas EBEST PRINTIMNG & GRAPHIC DESIGN

Irizh Enterpri AGEMCY - MIDLANDS 2022
3 te p b ECC-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE

Apvards 2022 AWARD 2022

Henry Street, Newbridge Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise  e: info@mochuaprint.le
Co. Kildare, W12 TF83, Ireland  Co. Laois, R32 EH11, Ireland Wi Wi mochuaprint.is
t: +353(0)45 433560 t: +353(0)57 BA34050 . ﬁ a. @ a g

Laois Physiotherapy

_(Ck Clinic
) live life physically well

I AU I Merry Christmas and
8th-24th December 2023 looking fOI'WC'I rd 1.0

f::‘fl,,..u wtoe

fr:‘ +If STUDENT . POOL&GYM ::g: a New Year filled
3 MONTHS POOLA&GYM .
3 MONTHS FAMILY POOL ONLY €219 WIfh J DY. H O pe an d
§MONTHS GYMONLY €159 Good Health to
5 MONTHS POOLE&GYM €239 =
dicinis OO all our clients.
MONTHS OVER 605 POOLEGYM €149 Christmas Schedule;
s MONTHS OVER 555 POOLE&GYM €210 Closed Dec 25t to Dec 27t
12 MONTHS COUPLE POOL ORGYM €549 Thurs 28t Dec 9am - 2pm
12 MONTHS POOL & GYM €399 Fri 29t Dec 9am - Zpm
12 MONTHS POOL OMLY €299 Mon 14 Jan - Closed
ONTHS OVER60s ... POOL ONLY €279 Clinic opening hours resume to normal Jan 2nd

We also welcome back Nicola Caldbeck to our clinic
from maternity leave starting January 2+
Thank you for your support

throughout the year.
e i " R
GRIT- f‘“,,m,mm' For more information contact

EREpRa Angela on 087 6664808

GIVE AGIFT OF HEALTH

H-n'




A
BREEN STEEL SHEDS

STEEL SHEDS CATTLE CRUSHES ALL WEATHER CLOTHESLINES

",-'--

Various sizes of Cattle Crushes and all weather Clotheslines available to order.

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, Bx14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle storage in
residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

Manufacturing Security Steel Frames for Windows and Doors.

ks |\E||| il 'f P : "

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois | Tel; 087-9444098 [ 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

RUCHI RESTAURANT Portlaoise

Ruchi can Host & Cater for SmaIULarge partles.

We can seat up to 80 people upstairs for private
parties - Birthdays, Christening, Work parties etc
Call or Text 089 423 6223
CHRISTMAS OPENING HOURS
20th DEC - 5th JAN 4PM - 11PM

057 86 56 543 | ruchiportlacise@gmail.com

2 Railway Road, Moneyballytyrrell, Portlaocise, Laois, R32 PWES5 | RuchiPortlacise



Amy Egan Holistic
61 Main Street, Portlacise, Laois
R32 YOCF
- Massage

- Reflexology

- Indian Head Massage o5
- Fertility Treatments
- Holistic Facial and lots more ...

Contact: 087 966 2086
Website: www.amyeganholistic.com
Facebook: www.facebook.com/amyeganholistic

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Specialising in boundary
hedges including
borders, box hedging
and ornamental

-

Ray 085-2055198

Declan Bourke

Wall Panelling
& Understair Storage

- ———

Also Sliderobes & Wardrobes
Contact Declan

086-8323640

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

" HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL |
School Enrolment 2024/25

Enrolment forms will be available from 8th-19th January 2024
for the above school for Junior Infants.

Enrolment forms are available from:

Holy Family Junior School
Aughnahamna, Summerhill, Portlaoise

Please return Enrolment forms o the office along with
a copy of your Child’s Birth Certificate.

(loging date for BRPICAONS 5 16t Janyp




Watch SE
Gen 2

31:12.25
137 S e
16.2 85 * A
3726755 | B RO | e 40mm
A

€279
44mm

Apple
Watch
Series 9

OPEN SUNDAY 12 -5

KEA LEW BUSINESS PARK, PORTLAOISE. -
TEL - 057 8660601 www.expertlaois.ie n 153




Catherine

Fitzgerald

Working in the Community for the Community
Portlaoise /Abbeyleix Municipal District

\ Wishing you all a very Happy and Peaceful
:”* - Christmas and best wishes for the New Year

T/ FIANNA FAIL 0976814015

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY cfitzgerald@laoiscoco.ie

Usloetb

Form Filling
&

Digital/Online
Support

Free and confidential service to
support people with form filling,
digital queries and accessing
available services.

® Form Filling Support

® Digital/Smartphone Support

® Free & Confidential Service

Portlaoise Library
Tuesdays 10am-12pm

More Info

O tlatham@Iloetb.ie or
085 8560160




Sinn Féin

Cllr. Caroline
Dwane Stanley

« Peace Commissioner

_ o Chair of Laois County Council
iy Housing Committee

I am available to meet Constituents by arrangement from the following areas:
Portlaoise, Abbeyleix, Ballyroan, Ballinakill, Spink and Raheen

Tel: 05786 62851

L Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

\ M: 087 615 8761

School Runs
Airport Shuttle

. Hen and Stag Parties
JOIn Our Sporting Events and Concerts

CHRISTMAS CLUB i
Today!

Call In-Store Today
For More Info

€, techmarket.ie 085 233 3220

Work Events

Bingo Runs

@bowesminibus n @bowesminibusservice




Councillor

John Joe Fen nel Iy

Working in the Community for the Community

Portaoise/Abbeyleix Municipal District

Wishing you all a very Happy and Peaceful
Christmas and New Year

T FIANNA FAIL

REPUBLICAN PARTY
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085 7614129

¥ Live the life you want, eat the food you
love and still lose weight with Slimming
World!

¥ Lose weight without ever going
hungry! Fill up on everyday
favourites like pasta, potatoes, fruit,
lean meats & veggies. No need to
weigh or measure, it's about cutting
calories without counting calories!

@ Build active habits at your own pace!
Our unique activity support programme
is taliored to you!

. with .

1miming

\X/orld

Maureen
087 6500918

¥ Supercharge your weightloss in group!
Research shows your are more likely to lose
weight when you join a friendly and
supportive group.

@ Take control and change your mindset
At Slimming World, we help you build
healthy habits in a way that's enjoyable -
and lasts!

@ Fit all this around you and your lifestyle!
Exclusive access to the Slimming World
Website, App (including barcode scaner)
recipes, tools, trackers and activity video's
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"Wishing all my friends & supporters %
a very Happy Christmas

a & every good health for 2024’

- Li rd Court, Portlacise (Mon-Fri 8.30am - 4.00
Charlie Flanagan TD |5, Sk Mon om0

-mail: charl
e E-mail: charlie.flanagan @air.ie n

= Web: www .charlesflanagan.finegael.ie

FINE GAEL Please feel free to contact me about any issue you may have.

"SFYFFES

=———= +s» [s1. 1892 #e-

The Square, Abbevleix, 057-8731272

Ch

CHEF & RITCHEN STAFF
BAR & WAITING STAFF

Why not check out our Website FYFFESABBEYLEIXIE to see FULL & PART TIME POSITIONS
what you may find this season, FOR EXPERIENCED STAFF

You can present this advertisement in store or & VERY COMPETITIVE
use the code Link23 on our website to receive A S RATES OF PAY.
10% discount off any purchases you may want o : X

Shanahoe Community Hall Committee

SHANAHOE COMMUNITY HALL COMMITTEE would like to invite you to our

WILL HOST A

1st Friday of every month | 8pm December 24, 2023
€10 entry with prizes on the night after3pm mass
all levels from beginners up are welcome
R32E3FR

Join us after Christmas Eve massin
Shanahoe Community Hall
for a hot drink, 3 sweet treat and a
catch up with neighbours




Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday afternoon at 3pm in the Parish centre for an afternoon of
friendship, fun and activities.

Monday 18"; Bowls in St. Mary's Sports hall 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.

Wednesday 20"; Get together in the Parish Centre at 3pm.

Thursday 21%; No cards until after Christmas, probably January 12,

Club closing down after get together on December 20 until January 10" We wish all our members health and
happiness and good wishes for Christmas and the New Year and hope to see you all back in January, refreshed and
reach,f far anc-ther 'fEEII’ For further mﬁ:rrmatmn please contact P.R. D Sheila at DB? 6204617,

Top Scnre' Kit Farre]l | 1“ Ladv Breda Fltzpatnck | 2"" Ladv Freda Gaynor | 1“ Gent: Liam McCarthney " fy
2™ Gent: Angela Brennan | 1% Half: Mary Gowing | 2™ Half: Frank Keenan Tl
Raffle: 1*" Agnes Holland | 2™ Tom Gowing | 3™ Theresa Mulhare | 4 Sean Bourke | 5™ Breda Fitzpatrick Atk

6" Tom Dunne. Thanks to everyone for their support. Whist continues Tuesday nights at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre.
Shanahoe Community Hall Progressive 25 card game; Winners from 1 December - Jimmy Ryan, Liam Dunphy,
Paddy Walsh and Jimmy Mahoney. Our next card game is January 5" 2024,

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.,

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath: Daily 2pm (Monday-Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
Lourdes Parish Pilgrimage 2024 Sponsorship Application; The Portlacise Parish Lourdes Committee would like to
advise that a box will be available in the Parish Church on the right hand side of Our Lady statue, for anyone wishing
to apply for full or partial sponsorship on our 2024 pilgrimage. If your application is for medical reasons, a doctors
clearance for you to travel must accompany your application. If you are nominating another person please make the
person aware before you place their name in the box. All applications must include a name and current telephone
number. This box will remain apen for applications from 1% December 2023 until 5™ January 2024,

Lourdes Parish Lourdes Committee Savings Scheme; Our savings scheme will finish on Friday 14" December and
will resume on Thursday 4 January in the Parish Centre, 3-4pm.

Portlacise St. Vincent de Paul Committee were due to complete their annual
Collection this weekend 16 /17% December, having said that we have decided to
forgo the Collection with respect for another local charity that volunteer locally.
Donations can be made in our Vincent's Shop Portlacise, thank you for your
ongoing support, all donations are distributed in our local community.

Respectively Yours - SVP Committee.

Society of St.Vincent de Pau

Fatima Invalid Fund Committee receiving a cheque for €400 from
Veronica Phelan and Derek Scully, proceeds from Electric Picnic.




PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KP LEANIN

# School Cleaning

+ General House Cleaning

* Deep Cleaning

+ End of Tenancy Cleaning

Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

087-9737073

e .

SG DRIVING

SCHOOL
Call or Text
089-4542508

Eaiai! ad'm

sgdrivingschooll@gmail.com

IO S S OO
——

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM

DAVE CUNNINGHAM L'

hur St |

s Tarmacadam

s Kerbing

e Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

CARPENTRY SERVICES A

Registered and Ffully insured
Budget Kitchens €£€€ at affordable prices
to suit everyane, Slide robes, Fanel work,
Fartitions and wainscoting.
Outdoor pergolas with twin wall clear roof.
Renovations undertaken.
Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Oil Bailars,
Qil Cookers & Gas Boilers
Plus Pawer Flushing of Heating Systems

Remaving all the okd sludge and water that has built up
your radiators and boilers aver the years with dean
water and [nhibitors to reduce fual bills and save money.

Ballyfin, Portfaoise. Call:

086-3758503

CLARE’S @

Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

) NOLAN

" LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

Trailer loads delivered.
Contact; 085-2437088

MC CARPENTRY
F} « 1% and 2™ Fixing
e Kitchens and
= Renovations
Fully registered
and insured
Contact Martin;

085-1986546

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential, Non- Judgemental
service.

Abbeyleix. Online counselling
sessions available also.
Enguiries welcome.

Tel. 085-8762314

All Scrap Metal; Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free. Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

CHILDMINDER

Mature lady available for
childminding in Ballacolla,
Durrow, Abbeyleix or
Portlaoise. Contact;
Patricia 087-9440396

Ar feelin r
low, isolated, or anxious?
If so it helps to talk to people
with similar challenges.
Join us for a
Grow meeting
weekly on Thursdays at 7pm
in Portlacise Parish Centre
Tel. Michelle 086-4183805




DeReach

Recruitment
Recruitment Consultant

Healthcare and Medical
Recruitment Specialists
Now Recruiting;

s MNurses » Care Assistants
= Social Care Workers » Home Caregivers

Do you need a Caregiver, nurse or
someone to assist you in your home?
Then please do not hesitate to contact us.
We are here to help.

Call: +353 89 2438 613
E-mail: info@dereachrecruitment.ie
Office: +353 85 1487 892

www.dereachrecruitment.ie

JOB
VACANCY

Treo Nua Resource Centre
VACANCY
Receptionist role with
additional responsibilities
For full details go to
www.treonua.com or Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/
profile.php?id=100064861021423
where you can download job
description and application form
All applications must be back by
6pm Tuesday 2™ January 2024

Moun
FIREWOOD SALES

in View Eco W

- Met hag softwood logs €5
- Met bag hardwood logs €7
= Met bag kindle wood €3

- Trailer load logs (hardwood/softwood)
= 20kg bags Coal
- Fuel Wouchers - The Ideal Christmas Gift

&

= Free dalivery

Price increase due to new regulatians
Phone card payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

L.P.M.

Laogis Pr Maintenan
Services include;
Plastering, painting, gardening,
soft landscaping,
bin enclosures, power washing,
window cleaning and general
property maintenance. Call;

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen fitting
Furniture assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms
General maintenance
Extensions, Sheds,
Pergolas,
Renovations, etc.
085-7462417

085-1485097
ONE BEDROOM FOR SALE
APARTMENT i
EORRENT Stanley Cara Solid

Two people can share, ready to

rent from December.
Quiet location, only S5km from
Portlaoise, very close to the
town, schools, shops, hospital
and prison, right next to N7.
Non-smokers please
May suit professionals
Contact;

085-1649684
087-6204610

Call anytime for more info.

Fuel (Insert) Stove
Contact;

086-2666240

CLEANING POSITION

AVAILABLE
In Heywood Community
School, Ballinakill, Co. Laois.
Please apply with C.V. and
cover letter to
principal@heywood.ie
Any enquires to email above.

CAR FOR SALE

Kia Optima 171
Silver colour, 97k miles, still
under warranty with Kia.
NCT 05/24, Tax 04/24 and only
€170 per year.

Full service - Qil plus filters,
discs, break pads, new tyres,
sparkplug, more than €1,000
spent on the service.

Fully spec car with hardmon
music, heated steering wheel and
front seats, Led adaptive lights.
Plug in Hybrid electric car,
very reliable and economical
when charged.

Contact; 087-2374322

BUY A SPECIAL BOOK
THIS CHRISTMAS
My Life in Your Hands
Years B & C
The thoughts and words of
Fr. John Cummins
Available in the Parish Book
Shop and Abbeyleix Parish
Office retailing at €15.
An idesl seasonal gift for use
throughout the year.

[; )
A PERFECT
PRESENT

ONCERN e

worldwide LRUUP

We would like to thank the people of
Portlanise once again. There was
an error in the total raised in last
weekend's edition. The correct
amount raised was €5,525.

With gratefu! appreciation

Helen Corbett

Portlaoise Concern Group

CHRISTMAS TRACTOR RUN
The Heath N.5. Parents Council will host
a Christmas Tractor Run on Sunday 17"
December at Spm. Registration in the
hall beside the Church from 4pm on the
day. €20 per tractor. All funds raised
going to The Heath N.5. There will be a
children's tractor run at 4.30pm,




The Light of the
JESUS IS THE
World LIGHT OF THE

In the Gospel today tells us that WORLD
God sent a man, John the Baptist,
to tell about the light - Jesus - so
that everyone would believe. John
wasn't the light. He only came to
tell others about the light. Jesus is
the one true light, who gives light
to everyone. Let's think about lights in our lives to help us think about that.

When do you need light or what do you need light for?

At this time of year, we see lights everywhere that remind us of the coming of Jesus, the
true light that John told about.

Those lights can help us remember that Jesus is the one true light in our hearts and in
our lives. Jesus brought light into the darkness of this world. Think of a way Jesus brings
light into your heart and life. Let's pray and thank God for Jesus - the light of the world.

PRAYE

Dear God,
thank You for sending Jesus to this world.
We're thankful for the light He brings to our lives--the hope, joy,
love, and peace He brings us. In Jesus’ name, Amen.

Advent Prayer

My loving Jesus,
I choose You, this Advent,
as my King and my God.

Draw me close to You and help me to see my sins
so that I can change the things that You want me to change.
Mother Mary, pray for me this Advent
so that I may do all that God wants me to do.
Amen.




THE LIGHT OF THE
WORLD

»

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to
testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe. John 1:6-7

A number of words have been removed from each sentence and listed below the sentence. Use the listed
words to fill the blanks in the sentence.

In the beginning the Word, and the Word with God and the
was God.
A.was B. Word C. was

He was God beginning.
A.in B. with C. the

Through him all things were made; without nothing was that
been made.

A. made B. him C. has

In him was life, and life the of all mankind.

A. light B. was C. that

The light shines in darkness, and the has overcome

it.

A. the B. not C. darkness

There was sent from God whose name John.

A. was B. a C. man

He came as a testify concerning that light, so that all might

A. believe B. to C. witness

He was not light; he came only as a to light.
A. the B. the C. witness

Third Sunday of Advent also Rnown as Gaudete Sunday

The term Gaudete refers to the first word of the
Entrance Antiphon, "Rejoice". You can see this word
in Sunday’s missalette or on our screen in the Parish
Church at the beginning of Mass.
Rose vestments can be worn to emphasize
our joy that Christmas is near, and we also
light the rose candle on our Advent wreath.




I recently heard a funny little story of a mother
who complained one day to her own mother that it
was getting harder and harder to get her
teen-aged sons and daughters to write a thank
you note for the gifts that they receive at
Christmas. The grandmother told her daughter not
to worry about it, she would take care of it. Well
Christmas arrived and all of the teens did not
just write a note but they stopped by their
grandmother's house within a week of Christmas
to say thank-you. Their mother was incredulous
and called her mother to find out how she, in her
grandmotherly wisdom, was able to accomplish
something at which she had been so unsuccessful.
"It was easy,” said the grandmother, "I sent each
of them a card with a cheque in it, but I did not
bother signing the cheque.”

Christmas is all about gratitude. It is a celebration
of God's gratuitous love. God so loved the world
that he became one of us. Presence is a powerful
gift. Being present, allows others to know they are
not alone. Together we are always stronger. The
birth of Jesus immediately brought others to his
presence. OQutsiders, those who lived on the
periphery, were brought into the heart of God's
presence in Bethlehem. The Holy Land, this
Christmas, is a place of horrendous conflict and
war. Images of babies being brutally murdered in
Gaza, confronts us with a living horror story.
Perhaps in 2023, Jesus birth, would take place
under the rubble of war-torn streets in the Holy
Land. I pray, that the hearts of those fuelled by
hatred will be softened to negotiation and
ceasefire. Let's remember this Christmas,
volunteers and peacekeepers who heroically offer
frontline support to victims of such violence and
war.

Christmas can often exaggerate our
vulnerabilities. Many find this time of year difficult
and lonely. Let's try and be more present to those
in our community and families who would
appreciate a wisit. I notice huge numbers attend
the graves of loved ones gone before them,
especially on Christmas morning. I pray that those
who have gone before us, will truly be part of that
Heavenly chorus, who rejoices in God's eternal
presence.

Christmas is best experienced through the
innocence and wonder and awe of little children.
Jesus was born in a stable because there was no

Time to Think!

Christmas 2023

Sunday of Ashee r't

J

room for him in the inn. 2023, has withessed,
further escalation in the number of homeless
people here in Ireland, especially the number of
homeless children. The Christmas story challenges
attitudes such as xenophobia. The Christ child was
a refugee, who sought shelter in order to survive.
The Irish people have expressed enormous
generosity to those who have come seeking refuge
and new beginning. In challenging times regarding
accommodation, our heritage is deeply rooted in
the context of emigration. The Irish diaspora
throughout the world, reminds me, that in all
our families we have relations who once had to
leave our island seeking new beginning and
opportunity.

Perhaps our greatest gift we have is that of our
health of body and peace of mind. A recent visit to
a little baby, very unwell, in Crumlin hospital,
reminded me, that many parents are deeply
anxious about their sick child. I pray for all who
long for the gift of health and peace of mind. I
pray blessing for all who will work on the front line
throughout the Christmas. Christmas is celebrated
during the winter solstice, darkness is once again
defeated by the light that will bring the new
spring. In our winter gardens, heroic green shoots
of hope erupt from the winter soil. Patrick
Kavanagh, once prayed, “Christ will come in his
January flower”.

May the birth of Jesus Christ yet again bring a
sense of rejuvenation to all our lives, may we be
open, to God's presence that, heals, transforms
and uplifts, a presence, that is full of empathy, a
love that accepts each one of us as we find
ourselves to be. God does not live just in holy
places but is truly present in the wholesome lives
of all his people. May you all be blessed with a
healthy and peaceful Christmas.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twilter @frpaddybyrme, now over 31,350 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles
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PORTLAOISE PARISH

Christmas Arrangements 2023 ,
www.portlaciseparish.le

CHRISTMAS NOVENA
MONDAY 18" TO SATURDAY 23" DECEMBER
Mass at 7am

PARISH CAROL SERVICE
Wednesday 20" December - Parish Church 7.30pm

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION (PENITENTIAL SERVICE)
Monday 18" December - Parish Church 7.30pm

CONFESSIONS
Friday 22" December - Parish Church after 10am Mass to 1pm & 6pm to 7pm
Saturday 23™ December - Parish Church after 10am Mass to 1pm

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT - 24" DECEMBER
Parish Church 6.30pm (Vigil) 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm
The Heath 9.30am CEVGEGIHERED
CHRISTMAS EVE MASS TIMES
Portlacise Parish Church Children’s Mass 4pm
(mainly aimed at those who have not yet received 1% Holy Communion)
& another Children’s Mass 6pm
Parish Church Midnight Mass 9pm
Parish Church Polish Mass 10.30pm

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS TIMES
Parish Church 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm
The Heath 9.30am Ratheniska 10am

TUESDAY 26" DECEMBER TO SATURDAY 30" DECEMBER
Parish Church 10am

SUNDAY 31* DECEMBER
Parish Church 6.30pm (Vigil Mass on Sat.), 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm
The Heath 9.30am Ratheniska 10am

MONDAY 1% JANUARY (MARY, THE HOLY MOTHER OF GOD)
Parish Church 10am

TUESDAY 2™ JANUARY to FRIDAY 5™ JANUARY
Parish Church 10am
Parish Church Polish Mass 2pm

SATURDAY 6" JANUARY (THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD}
Parish Church 7.30pm (Vigil Mass on Friday), 8.30am, 10am & 12.30pm
The Heath: 9.30am Ratheniska: 10am

MASSES WILL RESUME AS NORMAL FROM MONDAY 8" JANUARY



l Waiting in Hope
- Longing for Peace

Rejoice Sunday &

Bambinelli
The Third Sunday of Advent is
traditionally referred to as
Gaudete or Rejoice Sunday. The
rose coloured candle we light this
day represents this joy, which is

: = echoed in the Entrance Antiphon
of the Mass: ‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again | say, rejoice.
Indeed, the Lord is near.’
5t lohn Paul || began a tradition in Rome that continues
today. On this Sunday, children and their families from
across Rome come to 5t Peter's Square, bringing with them
the figure of the infant lesus from their crib. After the
Angelus, the children raise up the figures and the Pope
blesses them. The day is now also known affectionally as
Bambinelli Sunday, the Italian for babies. In many places the
blessed figure is wrapped and placad under the family
Christmas tree to be unwrapped and finally placed in the
crib at Christmas = reminding us of the first and most
important gift of Christmas!

Keeping Christmas 2023 in the Home and

Parish - a Family Prayer Companion
A four-page leaflet for the home is
now available on the Advent
Resource page of www. kandle.ie

It contains some prayers for the 12
days of Christmas, including:

+ Christmas Eve! Prayer for placing
figure of Jesus in the crib

+ Christmas Day: Prayer before
your Family Christmas Meal

+ A Prayer at the Crib for the 12 days of Christmas

+ Feast of the Holy Family: & Family Frayer

+ Feast of Mary, Mother of God [January 1: Prayer
suggestion

+ Epiphany (lanuary 6): Prayer for chalking your front door
and placing Magi at the crib.

/ An Advent Tradition

The Nativity Scene

In Advent 2019 Pope Francis once mare
encouraged families to have a nativity scene or
crib in the home, He said that it ... helps us to
relive the history of what took place in Bethleher
When, at Christmas, we place the statue of the
Infant lesus in the manger, the nativity scene
suddenly comes alive. God appears as a child, for
us to take into our arms. Beneath weakness and
frailty, he conceals his power that creates and
transforms all things.”

the Family Crib
God of all people,
from the very beginning of creation
you have shown us your love:
when our need for a Saviour was great
you sent your 5on to be born of the Virgin Mary.
To our lives He brings joy and peace, justice,
mercy, and love,
Lord, bless our family and all who will look
upon this crib in the coming days;
miay it remind us of the humble birth of lesus,
and lift our thoughts to Him,

who is God-with-us, our Emmanuel and
\ the Saviour of all. Amen.

-

Advent Scripture Study
Video Series
If you haven't had a chance to yet, make sure

you take a look at this video series from Fr
Sean Maher on the Balyna Parish YouTube

Qhannel. _’/




ADVENT GOSPEL LINK
3™ Sunday of Advent: The figure of lohn the
Baptist once more takes centre stage in our
Gospel reading, though this time the account
comes from John 1:6-8,19-28, rather than
Mark's gospel. While he may be centre stage,
lohn is once more pointing firmly to Christ as
our saviour. In this passage he highlights an
impartant Advent theme: lesus has already
come into the world as our saviour. During
Advent, we pray that we will be able to
recognize lesus’ presence in our midst and to
follow the example of lohn the Baptist by
pointing others to the good news of lesus. How
amm | in my words and actions spreading the
Advent message of hope in lesus? What acts of
kindness, patience and generosity can | share
with others as | prepare for Christrnas?

4% sunday of Advent: Because Mark's gospel
doesn’t start until the baptism of the adult
lesus, today we hear the account of the
Annunciation from the gospel of Luke.

As we prepare to welcome Christ, we
might embrace a few phrases from this gospel
passage. The angel, a messenger from God, says
to Mary and is saying to us today: ‘“The Lord is
with you’, ‘Do not be afraid’, ‘Nothing is
impaossible to God'.

At this Christmas time, can we respond
to God's message to us and be the person God
has created us to be - a person wonderfully
made. Can we, like Mary, say to God: "Let what
you have said be done to me.'

See www. kandie.ie for our weekly Scripture

Sharing Reflections on the Advent Sunday
readings. "

An Advent hymn to think about...

O Come, Divine Messiah

The composer of this Advent carol was the French poet
and playwright, Simon-loseph Pellegrin (1663 = 1745).
While there is a strong sense of petition in this hymn, its

musical setting conveys an overriding confidence in God.

Drawing on texts from Matthew, Luke, Isaiah and Psalm
62, the hymn proclaims that our Saviour will come - in

peace and in meekness, in human weakness, dispelling
the darkness and sadness of this world as hope sings its

Hmph. ¥ God i1, With s
™ i

Always t i_:':_ll;d——— A

remember. SRR

An Advent Tradition
Reconciliation:
Celebrating God’s Forgiveness

An important aspect of preparing for
Christmas for many people is the celebration of
the sacrament of reconciliation or confession,
The honest assessment of our lives that Advent
calls for will, invariably, lead us to seek God's
forgiveness, mercy, and love. As we draw closer
to Christmas take some time to consider; What in
vaur life would you like to change? From whom
do you need to share or seek forgiveness? For
what do you want to soy sorry to God?

Look out for the schedule of communal
celebrations of reconciliation /penance and
individual confessionin your parish.

An Advent Household Prayer
We invite you toke o moment to lNght your Advent
wreoth fcandle, fo thonk God for vour Advent Day &
to pray this prayer in tnion with the rest of aur
diocesan fomily, praying for peace in our ward &
lives.
Loving God,
as your light grows in the dark of winter,
bring its strength and its hope
to the people of the Holy Land and to all people
whao suffer through war and conflict.
Just as you sent the star of Bethlehem
to lead the way to your Son,
guide all people - leaders and citizens
to follow your ways of peace and justice.

As we remember the difficult journey of Mary
and Joseph, may the Holy Family be a source of
courage for each of us,
helping us to reach out in friendship
to the oppressed and displaced of this world.

Help us to see in the Christ-child we welcome this
Christmas, the one who came to bring an end to
all divisions. Through Christ our Lord. Amen.
And may the Lord bless us and keep us safe
this Advent day and always. Amen.
Come, Lord lesus, Prince of Peace.

A 'Digging Deeper’ initiative of the Kildare and Leighlin Diocesan Commission for Liturgical Formation




(¢hristmasiPreparation M asses)

Join us at 7am from the 1:8th-23xd of Decmb*
as we celebrate Mass b}f .and[dtght.

This way of celebrating Mass is an old Advent practice called a
Rorate Mass.
It helps us to focus our thoughts on the coming of the light of the world,
Jesus Christ.

1] Portlaoise
[ |1}




Portlaoise Parish Carol Service

O Come let us Adore

Join us, Wednesday 20th December, 7.30pm
In St. Peter and Paul’s Church, Portlaoise

Available live on the Parish Webcam, Radio

and Shalom World TYV.
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Dia 17/12/2023 - Domingo
Horario:16h
Local: St Peter &' Pa.u.l’s Cathollc
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CALL IN AND BROWSE
OUR LARGE SELECTION
OF;
« Cribs/Nativity Sets
8 « Christmas Ornaments and Gifts

P~ « Cards for all occasions

&1 « Diaries and Calendars
e Bibles and Books

« Christmas Mass Bouquets €3
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Chnstmas Opemng Hours
Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
‘ Saturdays 204, 9th, 16th, 23rd Dec. 10am-1pm
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Ak
L)

Elizabeth (Lily)

McEvoy
Kilminchy, Portlaoise

(1]
L

Teresa (Teasie)

0’Beirne née Fenlon
The Square, Ballinakill

+
L

Even .fﬁmigé 9 walk t‘ﬁm@:}ﬁ the darkest
m!@y, ) ﬁfm“ no em'!f: ﬁ:rr ou are with HI:
Your rod and your staff - fé%lj comfort me.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

(1]
"

(1]
LA

the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

-

Rejoice Always

In Loving Memory of

FRANCES REDDIN
4 Dr, Mumphy Place, Portlaoise,

3 Anniversary occurs 28" December 2023.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Saturday 23 December at 6.30pm

Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us everyday,
Unseen, Unheard but always near,
Sall loved, still missed, still very dear.

Sadly missed by all her loving family,

?

(1]
L

F

- - - - - - -
- " - - - " - - - "

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to

Rast in Reace ~Sfrances
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In Loving Memory of
RORY CULLITON

:lenlahan, Portlaoise.
2 Anniversary occurs 237 December 2023

) ¢

Will those who think of Rory today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

k
Wb

it

1L

Greatly missed, loved and
remembered by his loving family.

Rast in Raace Rory

In Loving Memory of
JIMMY & GERTIE RANKIN

L

WL

WL

1 Elm Lawn, Portlaoise.

Whaose 22 and 28% Anniversaries (respectively) occur.
F L ot "

Never more than a

thought away, and
those who have loved

i

qF

you dearfy are thinking
of you today.

'ﬁﬂﬂr{}' Iﬂ?..i.ift{ﬂi!d.ﬂ.lru-'ﬂ_}'i WWUIIIHEPAEJE)' Eurl-'['!"" fm!mgfmm'ﬁr.

Chay They Rest in Reace

WL

In Loving Memory of
- MARY PATRICIA LALOR

née Breen
Boley, Abbeyleix.
4" Anni versary occurred 15™ December 2023.

L

Lt

WL

L

4t Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St. Brigid’s Church, Shanahoe, this Sunday
17" December at 12 noon.

We hold vou close within our hearts,
And there you shall remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives,
Until we meet again,

So rest in peace dear loved one,
And thanks for all you've done,
We pray that God has given you,
The crown you've truly wan.

TF

L

L1y

WL

Forever in our hearts, love Donal and family xx

Rest in Reace Ratly

WL
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In Loving Memory of %} In Loving Memory of
SHARON CREAN MICHAEL LEECH

1+ Anniversary away from home Ridge Rd. Portlacise and formerly Kellystown, Wolfhill.
6" Anniversary occurs 26™ December 2023

'*

(1)
L

qF

(1)
1"

My heart still aches in sadness,
And secret tears will flow,
What it meant to lose you no one will
ever know.

(1)
1

Til the shadows lengthen,
And the evening comes,
And the busy warld is hushed,

, - And the fever of life is over and
Loved and remembered by your brother Nigel, friend kis d
Leanne, nephews Thomas, Leo and Calvin and your auF wur ‘IS Hae
loving mother Catherine xxx Then in His mercy,

Rt in Beace OBharon May He give us a safe lodging and holy rest and

peace at the last.

@ In Lgvjng Memgn( of With much love, Anne, Elizabeth, Colette,
COTTIE KENNEDY (iide Dissijin) Geraldine, Michelle and families.

Kylebrook, Portlaoise. Michael's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
First Anniversary occurs at this time. in St. Mary’s Church, Wolfhill, on

(1)
L

(1]
L

(1] (1]
Wl L Wl

(1)

(1)
L

WL

(1)
Wb

Sunday 315t December at 10am.

s Maay Mishacl Rest in Reace
=) ? 2nd ANNIVERSARY ?

= Of A Loving Husband, Father,
y : Grandfather and Great-Grandfather
Rest in ' Reace Gollie In Loving Memory of

(1)
L

WL

([
i

Fondly remembered and missed by her family and friends.

(1]
Wl

(1)
L

%} BIRTHDAY AND CHRISTMAS JOHN-JOE CONROY

Carrick Hill, Portlaoise. Died 24" December 2021

(1)

REMEMBRANCE
For a very special Mother and Father

MARIA & OLIVER MeDONALD 1 [
10 Beladd, Stradbally Rd., Portlaocise. ' y '

Maria's 4th Birthday and Christmas away from Home e Beneath a smiling face.

Oliver's 2# Christmas away from Home. ¢ Sadly missed by Rose and all

Missing you Always [ ' his loving family.
Especially at i Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Christmas time = Parish Church, on Saturday 23+ December at 6:30pm.

With all the celebrations - : % ?
and Christmas drawing B @wf m ‘@ﬂiﬁf C.\ﬂa ac
near, what a lovely time

we'd have if only you '? inL IJWTﬂg Memﬂfy of %
were negr. . EDWARD CARROLL

We'd spend so many happy hours, the way we did before, Knockmay Estate and late of Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
Christmas is for loved ones, and [ couldn't miss you more. 43 Anniversary occurs at this time.

A silent grief that's in our

(1] (1]
WL

WL

(1)
WL

(1] (1] (1]
Wl L

L

(1]
Ll

When [ wake on Christmas Day, I'll look to Heaven above, Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in

And U'll remember every smile and think of vou with love. Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church. this

Sadly missed by their sons Lee and Cody, doughters Sunday 17" December at 12.30pm.
Sharon, Margarel, Sierra and Jan, sister Angela and : Also Pray For

their friend Kathleen, grandchildren and sons-in-law, PADDY & MARY DEMPSEY
The Heath. Anniversary occurs at this time.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, this Sunday 17" December at
9.30am and in Portlacise Parish Church at 12.30pm,

(1]
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In Loving Memory of
DES BROWNE

Mountrath Road, Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs 19t December 2023

AN

g B Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on

Tuesday 19t December at 10am.

[am that little Robin that sits upon a tree,
I sing to you each marning,
But you don't know its me,
Lam that lictle Robin in your garden every day,
Pwill never leave you, T will never fly away.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his wife & family .

CMay Qe Rest in Reace
¢ ) ¢

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this

Sunday 17 December at 11.15am.

In Loving Memory of
PADDY CROSSAN

St Brigid's Place, Portlavise.
5™ Anniversary occurs 1 E!" December 2023,

i

Sadly missed and always remembered
by Padraig, Michael & family,
Kieran & family.

(1}

(1}

Rest in Reace Raddy
In Loving Memory of
PAT DRENNAN

59 The Green, K:Immdnr

2%d 4 nniversary occurs 1 6™ December 2023.

i

(1)

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Holy Cross
Church, Ratheniska, at 10am
on Sunday 17" December.

(1)

T ——

(1}

Although we seem so far apart,
You're always here within our
hearts.
. You filled our lives with joy and
' pleasure,
You were to us a precious treasure.
A little while shall pass and then,
We'll see each other once again.
Loved, remembered and held so dear,
In minds and hearts you're always here.

() (1) (1 i i i
Yy Y Yy vy Yy Yy y vy y Yy y vy Yy y Yy vy Yy Yy Y Yy Yy Yy Y T Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

Sadly missed and forever loved by his loving wife Ann,
brother Arty and sister Betty, brothers-in-law and
sisters-in-law.,

Reast in Peace Rat
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? In Loving Memory ﬂf

'% In Loving Memory of
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TOM SCULLY

Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.

Months Mind Mass will be

celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
| Parish Church, on
p l Tuesday 26 December at 10am.

Will those who think of Tom today,
A little prayer to fesus say.

ik

L

L1

L1

Sadly missed by
your loving wife Brenda, daughter
Kathryn sons Brian, Philip and Tommy, son-in-law
John, daughters-in-law Jackie, Gemma and Niamh,

grandchildren Ryan, Charlie, Faye, Ruby and Sadie
JAMES EGAN

and extended family.
Rest in Reave Com
New Road, Portlaoise.
40" Anniversary occurs 21+ December 2023

L1

WL

WL

WL

WL

L

We think of you in silence,
We aften speak your name,
But all we have are memaories,
And your picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit,
And put flowers there with care,
But no one knows the heartache,
As we turn and leave you there.

1 i

T,

iF

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by all his
loving family and friends.

Rest in Reace ~James

iF

L

? In Loving Memory of
JOHN FITZPATRICK

WL/

¢

3 Ashton Manor, Portlacise, formerly Meelick.
4" Anniversary occurs 19" December 2023

WL/

. . . . . . .

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church this Sunday 17 December at 10am.
We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name,
But all we have are memaories and
your picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit and put
flowers there with care,
But no one knows the heartache as
we turn and leave you there,

Sadly missed by his loving wife Josie and all the family.

CMay John Rest in Reace -2
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? In Loving Memory of % ? In Loving Memory of ?

FIONA CONROY

Kilteale Avenue, Portlaoise.
13" Anniversary occurs at this time.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Saturday 23 December at 6:30pm.

Loving Memories of you Fiona,
we will never forget,

Sadly missed along life's way, with
silent thought and deep regret,
We think of you every day,

Mo longer in our lives to share,
But in our hearts you're
always there,

Sadly missed and always remembered by your
loving daughter Isabel and Pascal, your
Mother Mary and family.

Reast in Reace ~fiona

In Loving Memory of
MONICA MULDOWNEY

Togher, Portlacise
4™ Anniversary occurred 15" December 2023

The Lord bless you and keep you,
The Lord make his face to shine upon
You,
To shine upon you and be gracious
unta you,

B The Lord lift up the light of his

B countenance upon you,
: . And give you peace, Amen.
Loved and remembered always by Bernadette, Columba,
Aidan, Gerard and their families and all the extended family.

Rest in Peace Monica

In Loving Memory of ?
KEVIN KEOGH

6 Park View, Portlaoise,
Died 17™ December 2010 (13t Anniversary)

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
this Saturday 16t December
at 6.30pm.

You seem to smile and say,
Don’t be sad but courage take,
And love each other for my sake.

Y = F Each time we look at your picture,

Always loved, never forgotten by your loving
mum and family xxx

Rest in Reace Kevin

JOSEPH DUFF
Beladd, Portlaocise.
5" Anniversary occurs 25" December 2023.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Sunday 17* December at 10am.
Thase who mean the most to us,
Are never really gone,
For in our thoughts and in our hearts,
Their memory lives on.

Sadly missed by your sister Margaret,
brother Eddie and family.

Rest in Bedce oe

? In Loving Memory of

PHYLLIS LALOR

Hawthorn Drive, Portlaoise,
G6th Anniversary occurs 20t December 2023
Mam;
A daily thought, a silent tear,
A constant wish that you were here.
Love and miss you everyday Mam,
Gerard x

Mam;

A smile for all, a heart of gold,

The very best this waorld could hold,
Never selfish, always kind,
These are the memories you left behind.

Call Mammy’s name out softly Lord,

And when she looks your way,

Tell her that we love her and miss her everyday.
Love and miss you beyond words,
Marie & Christy xx

Nan;

No special time is needed for us to think of you,
For you were someone special and we thought the
world of you.

Missing you everyday Nan, love from your twe
special boys, Kyle and Finn xx

Mam/Nanny;
A loving Mother and Nan so true,
No one on earth we'll find like you,
For us you always did your best,
trod grant your soul eternal rest.
Sadly missed, loved everyday, Daithi, Mags,
Shauna, Oisin and Cillian xxxxx

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church this

Saturday 16t December at 6.30pm.

Rest in Roace Rhpllis




In Loving Memory of
MARIE KILMARTIN

30 years ago gone this week
More sinned against than sinned

CMay OBhe Rast in ~ustice and ' Rece

& McKron MEMORIALS

I FET T Bttty 5

Crafting Memories for Generations
Trusted Family Mame Serving The People of Co, Laois
and Surrounding Counties for Over 100 years

e 8
FOR MORE INFAORMATION
PLEASE CONTALT:
(™ James: 086 2572224 (B sales: 087 4895798
O james@mckeonmemarials.ie [:I. salesi@mckeonmemorials.ie

@ www.mckeonmemorials.ie

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

Fuor ﬂ'lepa.r_f:'!ﬂ fribure i:dmr_fnr yorner feved ane
" ouer bespoke memorial cards,

Create a collage of images flustrating
the fife af your loved one with pur
expert Desion Team,

All ewer Cards are individually designed
umigue keepsakes, with ne hidden charges

Sor additional plotos or images. g

| Email: info@ portlacisestone.ie

-

KEEGAN’S
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

i...
Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
[opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)
Contact;
057-8620567
PAUL; 087-2562137 :

NIALL;
086-2770095

1 Portlaoise
@ Stone Centre

We supply an extensive range of headstones and
plagues in granite, marble and limestone, any
design made to order.

We also supply bronze eternal lamps, statues ete.
Sandblasting cleaning carried out.

Inscriptions added and old headstones renovated.
Cement top and wide range of chippings available,
We also supply and fit artificial grass.

We supply ceramic photos - single and double.

All grave work carried out to a high standard.

Please visit our new website www.portlaoisestone.ie

Unit 3b Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Laois.
Tel: (057) 8660258 | Mobile: (087) 2538930
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Results for
14" December 2023

Portlaoise Parish

One €18,000 Jackpot Winner
Congratulations to Eithne & Richard O’Hara, Lotto Gift

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Tim Fitzpatrick Online Lotto
Ciara & Bernard Ging Mary Gowing
Mary Dunne Mary Dunne
Lysagh Redmond le " Lucy Kelly

S - atc :
Tricia Lewis 3s Lotto Gift
Billy Martley it st Martley's Shop
Colette Fingleton €77 Betty Lynch
Mary Byrne each Lily Moore
Conor O'Brien Snr Lisa O'Brien
Jack Croke e MARiSH John Loughlin
P J Murphy Bernie Phelan
Eddie Phelan ®@"@Q@ Eddie Phelan
Anthony Kirwan A S M Farrell

Fﬁllﬂw Ug y @PortlaciseParis & Lik‘E US o

portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot is €10,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 B621142

f'i Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
: Tel: 057 8600122

fq:'! Fr. Simon Jin

ﬁ' . Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Deacon Eugene Keyes
Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only
Tel: 057 8621364

At next Thursday's Lotto Draw there will be an
additional draw for 10 Promoter's Prizes of €100.
Based on this week’s draw, promoters will have one
ticket in the drum for each ticket promoted including
their regular players.

. Promoters Prizes |

0 X €00

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12AIBKS32327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2ZD)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
i~ ,

i _— SR [ S

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaociseparis

MANAGER
Parish Secretaries

Declan Kelly
Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed
www.portlaoizseparish.ie

[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass timeas

057 86001 19]
lin

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



% § DUNKEEN OIL

Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR Lc'rca_r_ OIL DISTRIBUTOR

1

TO WATER CLSTOMERS
Sae &‘f‘frﬂ.fwrﬂﬂ*ﬂm vl Servica

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaocise
QOur depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




