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Great
Expectations

Have you ever had to live
up to someone else's
expectations? At first it can
® feel daunting, but the
strange thing about great
expectations, is that very

the
raised

M often they have
power to transform wus. Living up to
expectations can make us into better people.
In today's gospel, Jesus meets Andrew’'s brother

Simon. He looks at him and says, “You are Simon |

son of John; you are to be called Cephas, meaning

Rock.” The new name must have filled Peter’s friends |

with astonishment. “A rock” Peter certainly wasn't.
Peter we know was a bit of a hot head. He was
impulsive, rash, sometimes misguided and often
passionate. To describe him as a ‘rock’ was surely
inappropriate. Yet slowly and surely, Peter starts to
live up to Jesus’ expectations, and slowly but surely,
Peter changes from a hot headed fisherman, into a
steadfast leader of the Church, As we see so often in
the Bible, Jesus' expectations have the power to
transform.

By comparison, we seem to live our lives with fairly
banal expectations. Our greatest ambition, as we
wake each morning might be to pay a phone bill or
get the car through an N.C.T. Are we missing
something? Is God calling us to greater things and
we simply aren't listening?

For each of us God has a job to do. Of each of us God
has great expectations. do we hear God's
calling? Do we listen to the world and the people
around us? How do we respond to our calling? What

How

are God's expectations of us? How must we change?
% ok %k K %k %k K

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated]
Monday to Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (5aturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS

Saturday:; After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

= We welcome into our Parish Community
: Fiadh Maria Dunne, Stradbrook Apartments

Isabella Darci Moreira Bracken, Rossvale.

Who were baptised last weekend.

Week
of Prayer B
for Christian “You shall love the
Unity Lord your God
18th-25th weand your neighbor
o - = lf.l.l
January 2024 i
(Luke HEZT)
Go and
Do Likewise

The parable of the Good Samaritan is one of
the best known passages of Scripture, yet
one that never seems to lose its power to
challenge indifference to suffering and to
inspire solidarity. It is a story about crossing
boundaries that calls our attention fo the
bonds that unite the whole human family. We
are invited to join in considering what it
means to love our neighbour.

“In our approach to the past we have a moral
responsibility to acknowledge the corrosive
impact of violence and words that can lead to
violence.”




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Lecated within Mulhall's SuperValu, Kellyville Centre, Portlaoise. Phone 057 86 21044

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
T H.

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Alds available incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO YALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Fre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custem made Swim Plugs, Musicisns Moulds, ete,
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, efc, (incl, postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahee Read)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 0B5 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

*ESWRACT SAFETY MEASURES I[N PLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERMPIENT & HSE GUIDELINES™™

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic

live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE #5c Mac Mtisce NICOLA CALDBECK &5 Miscr MAACT
CONOR BOLTON &5 a5 asmsce

Online baoking: www.laoisphysiotherapydinic. ie
Fo book by phone: 087 666 4808
Senvices include

=« Manual Therapy

+ Exercise Prescription

#» Post-Operative Care Programmes

s« Taping

» Home Visits

s Dry Meedling

« Exercises Classes

» Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Mo 9:30am -5:40mwm Thurs: 8.00am -6:300m
Tues: S:00am -6:50pm Frii:  8:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 9:00am -5 30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regard's, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic




CHEF & HKITCHEN STAFF
BAR & WAITING STAFF

FULL & PART TIME POSITIONS
FOR EXPERIENCED STAFF

VERY COMPETITIVE 4’{

RATES OF PAY.

Y il

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

CELEBRATE
WITH US

Create memarable moments
at Maldron Hotel Portlacisel!

LD Mestonds
FINGER FOO0D 3 COUREE MEAL
FACKAGES PACKAGES

€35pp
€16pp

Declan Bourke

Wall Panelling
& Understair Storage

. S

Also Sliderobes & Wardrobes
Contact Declan

086-8323640

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPF.- & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-774951%
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL
School Enrolment 2024/25

Enrolment forms will be available from 8th-19th January 2024
for the above school for Junior Infants.

Enrolment forms are mﬂahla frnm

Holy Family Junior Br:hml
Aughnahama, Summerhill, Portiaoise
(057) B6 868224 or from our website: www holyfamilyjs.ie

Maase return Enrolment forms io |ha nfﬁt:e along with
a copy of your Child's Birth Certificate.

(josing date for SRPHCAONS S 19th gy




PEE- .m

Clnderella

JAN 20ih 27th

(3} DUNAMAISE
M ARTS CENTRE

Matinees Saturdays and Sunday at 2°°pm
Nightly Shows at 7*°pm

BOOK TICKETS AT WWW.DUNAMAISE.IE OR
CALL THE BOX-OFFICE 057 866 3355

LIFt your Heart \
with the
Joy of Singing

\ M: 087 615 8761

School Runs
Airport Shuttle
Hen and Stag Parties

Sporting Events and Concerts

Tours ot
Work Events 2ric gl?.t‘s Church

Shanahoe

Bingo Runs ontact Martina on
- 41903 for more info.

'l @bowesminibus ﬁ@bnwesminibussewice 2
]




= Techmarket

= Sales Accessories Repairs

anated in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarket.ie [B) @techmarketirl SALES . REPAIRS
Mount St. Anne’s Retreat & Conference Centre,
RAMPS & RAILS e it
F O R T H E H O M E

. h Job Vacancies Chef/Cook
We install concrete ramps teo allow freedom of

movement and steel handrails to provide safe Domestic Assistants

access for everyone

@ %{ Mount 5t Anne’s is looking for dynamic and experienced
people to join our Team at this busy Centre.

For detailed job description, please email

uﬂ

ceo@mountstannes.com.

Closing date for Applications (CV and letter of application):

pr: Tuesday January 30" @ 9am
e P —— ;
@ & - - For information about the Centre visit our

website: www.mountstannes.com

Mount 5t Anne’s is an equal

*G ' w‘ opportunities employer.

s — CENTREROIN]]
sl ") CARPETS

= . 4 s & blinds - b
Spacialising in boundary : Bedroo
hadgfm lneludlng

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd,, Portlaoise, Co. Laois

ray 08 § J www.centrepointcarpets.ie




ElLBusginess

AN ¥
. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise  totizs o e
' GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012

3 HAIL
MARKENING

\‘ GRAPHIC

VEHICLE PROCUREMENT:
GRAPHICS - JHOREFACR

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, B32 EH11

. 057 8634050

mochuaprint.ie

O00DBG

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

Give blood, save a life!
DANCE s e o

S Y T

f ] .
i [

COMING 70 PORTLAOISE PARISH CENTREFORE . Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise
WKS: WEDNESDAYS @BISPM -

Mon 15% Tues 16", Wed 17t

" h i
| Free Trial Class: 17 January 2024 . & Thurs 18" Jan “24
€60 /fgp-'E classes /€12 pay as you go

Contact: bbma @g’ﬁ%-

15:45pm-20:00pm
Call 1800 222 111 to book an appointment.
Check your eligibility at giveblood.ie

1ind of us will need a blood transfusion in our lifetime. ..
..and 1 blood donation can save 3 lives.

L — HEE:EE;ARI . giveblood.ie (f) © @) (in)




PAINTING &
DECORATING

= Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
= Fully Insured

083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

KPS CLEANING
s School Cleaning
s General House Cleaning
» Deep Cleaning
. - = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-9737073
PAT LALOR TARMACADAM g(o
56 DRIVING Church Avenue, Stradbally | CARPENTRY SERVICES /"'\
T SCHOOL e Tarmacadam Registered and fully insured
= e Kerbing All aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Caﬂ or Text % Drainage Secondary glazing with instant results
; Pergaolas, fitted Kitchens,
089-4542508 Free Quotations Hibad Skdé Robes
sl adl =] VAT Registered All Maintenance work undertaken

sgdrivingschooll@gmail.com

Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Hugh Thompson
MIDLAND HEATING
SERVICES

For all your Heating & Plumbing needs
Service and Repair of Qil Bailers,
0il Cookers & Gas Bollers
hi |
Remaving all the old sludge snd water that has built up
n your radiators and boders cver the years with dean
water and Inhibitors to reduce fusl bills and save monay,

Ballyfin, Portlaocise. Call:

CLARE’'S @

Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

() NOLAN

NOLAN

" LOCRSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135

086-3758503 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie www.jacknolan.ie
PODIATRIST | MC CARPENTRY | |ACISCOUNSELLING
MAY COLLINS 1*and 2'9 Fixing s o

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
Tel;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

Kitchens and
Renovations
Fully registered
and insured
Contact Martin;
085-1986546

4‘;3 ']‘*
-

Professional, Supportive,
Confidential, Non- Judgemental
service.

Abbeyleix. Online counselling
sessions available also.
Enquiries welcome.

Tel. 085-8762314

All Scrap Metal; Washing
machines, Cookers,
Lawnmowers etc. collected
free, Also Mini-Digger and
small Tipping Trailer for hire.
Garden sheds cleaned out,
old sheds, fences or sewer
problems solved. Contact;
Richard 085-2529893

MAN
AVAILABLE

For Gardening and
Painting :
Experienced and
local. Tel. Jim;

087-6885017

Are you feeling stressed,

I isol ; g
If so it helps to talk to people

with similar challenges.
Join us for a
Grow meeting

weekly on Thursdays at 7pm

in Portlaoise Parish Centre
Tel. Michelle 086-4183805




DeReach

Recruitment
Recruitment Consultant

Healthcare and Medical
Recruitment Specialists

Now Recruiting;
« Nurses » Care Assistants

= Social Care Workers « Home Caregivers

['o you need a Caregiver, nurse or
someone to assist you in your home?
Then please do not hesitate to contact us.
We are here to help,

Call: 4353 89 2438 613
E-mail: info@dereachrecruitment.ie
Office: +353 85 1487 892

www.dereachrecruitment.ie

LAMBERT HEATING &
PLUMBING
Covering all your
Heating & Plumbing needs;
RGI registered, new builds,
extensions, power flushing, gas
and oil boiler upgrades, air to water
heat pumps, water softeners,
servicing etc.

085-1211244

Mountain View Eco W
FIREWOOD SALES

- MNet bag softwood logs £5

- Met bag hardwood logs €7

- Met bag kindle wood €3 g

- Trailer load logs (hardwood/softwood)

- 20kg bags Coal - Free delivery

- Fuel Vouchers - The Idezl Christmmas Gift
Price increase dus to new regulations

Phone card payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen fitting
Furniture assembly
Flooring, Carpentry

L.P.M.

Laogis Property Maintenance
Services include;
Plastering, painting, gardening,
soft landscaping,
bin enclosures, power washing,
window cleaning and general
property maintenance. Call;

085-1485097

Tiling, Bathrooms
General maintenance
Extensions, Sheds,
Pergolas,
Renovations, etc.
085-7462417

Trailer lpads delivered.
Contact; 085-2437088

Call Andra 087-1939301

il

' ° FOR SALE
P Purebred Labrador
pups, 10 weeks
old. Excellent
17 temperament.
Vaccinated, micro chipped, and

FOR SALE
Walker 32" TV in
perfect working
order, €100 o0.n.o0.

CARER AVAILABLE

For private work, Laois area,
available for day and night
work, immediate start.
Honest, reliable,

Fﬁ?ﬁﬁfﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬂ ifr?f:htg CDﬂtaCt; hardworking person. Tel.;
083-3000110 087-2721997 085-1536701
ONE BEDROOM FOR SALE

APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Two people can share, ready to
rent immediately.

Quiet location, only 5km from
Portlaoise, very close to the
town, schools, shops, hospital
and prison, right next to N7.
Non-smokers please
May suit professionals
Contact;

085-1649684
087-6204610

Call anytime for more info.

FOR SALE

131 Audi Al, Black, 5 door,
Mileage 127,135km,
N.C.T. until 25/06/2024.
Beautiful condition.
Serviced regularly. Contact

086-2745652

2010 Mini Cooper 1.6 diesel,
white, 219,000km, Tax 03/24,
NCT 10/24, very clean car and

engine, new tyres, genuine

reason for selling, €4,450.

Contact; 087-7754110

BUDGIE

FOUND
In Sts. Peter &
Paul's Cemetery
on Christmas day. Tel.

086-6694890




X : T Scoil an Fhraocich Mhéir The Heath, Portlacise, Co.Laocis
Scoil an Fhraoich I\I.fihmr _-ﬁﬂ‘ S TR e T T R
WOGCERET e WAL . X The school is accepting applications for junior infant enrolment for
the school year 2024-2025 from Monday 8" January 2024,

Application forms are available from the school website www.heathns.ie or from the school office.
Closing date for receipt of completed application forms is Friday 2™ February 2024.
For any further information you may require please contact the school Principal Mr. David O'Brien on
ﬂ5?~8645658 or e-mail: nfﬁce@theheathnsicom

The Schﬂﬂl are currently acceptmg appllcatmns for a::!mmsmn until Monday Januar‘pr 22" 2024, Enrolment
forms are available by e-mailing ratheniskans@eircom.net or Ratheniska National School, Ratheniska,
Stradbally, Co. Laois R3ZHWS0 or via our website, www.ratheniskans.ie. Please return Enrolment application
to the office with a copy of your child's Birth Certificate on or before January 22"

Scoil Mhuire, Abbeyleix on the Ballyroan Road, Abbeyleix is accepting enrolment applications for
Junior Infant classes from Monday 8" January until Friday 26" January 2024, Parents who wish to enral their
children for Junior Infants beginning September 2024 are invited to submit applications for enroclment during
this period. We recommend pupils are at least 4.5 years old by September 2024, Enrolment forms are
available from the school secretary at 057-8731051 or e-mail scoilmhuireabbeyleix@gmail.com, from
MerryMornings Preschool, Gort na Noir, JellyTots Playschool, Ballyroan Créche and The Children's House.
All completed forms must be returned on or before Friday 26" January 2024, Those accepted for enrolment
in Junior Infants will be notified by post by Wednesday 14™ February 2024, For any further information you
may require please contact the school Principal Margaret Slevin or Fiona Hynes, Deputy Principal, on
057-8731051 during school hours.

St. Francns Sr:hnnl Adm:ssmns We are currently accepting applications unt:l Frn:iaun,.r 9“‘ Februan_.r 2{}24
St. Francis School caters to children with special educational needs between the ages of 5 and 18 years. We
offer both a primary and second level programme within a holistic, caring; child centred environment.

Maureen’s 2024 Dance Programme

1iam Mendays; Sequence Dancing in Portlaocise Parish Centre.

Contact Catriona Slattery, Laois Sports Partnership on 086-7935234

8pm Mondays; Set Dancing at Seanchistin, Irey, Ballyfin, R32AY99

11am Tuesdays; Line Dancing at Seanchistin, Irey, Ballyfin, R3ZAY99

8pm Thursdays; Sean Nds Dancing at Seanchistin, Irey, Ballyfin, R32AY99,

All classes beginning on the week of January 157 2024,

Contact Maureen for further information on 087-6482038 or e-mail seanchistin@gmail.com.
Portlacise Active Retirement returned after the Christmas break last Wednesday 10" Jan. and we hope that
everyone had a nice peaceful and enjoyable break and are back now and ready for meore fun, friendships and
activities. This is the time table for next week;

Monday 15"; Bowls in St. Mary’'s Sports hall at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.

Wednesday 17" Dance, fun and exercises with Moez,

Thursday 18'; Cards and chat in Sue Ryder Centre Kilminchy at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.
Our A.G.M. will be held 31* January. If anyone has any motions to put forward please bring them along on that day.
For further information please contact P.R.0O. Sheila on 087-6204617.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm {Monday-Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
Reader required for Ratheniska Mass; Would you like to read at Mass for the month of February?

You may wish to share the month with someone else and read two Sundays each. Your help would be very much
appreciated. Please contact Bernie 087-7602148.

Reflection/Meditation on Sunday's Gospel with Martina Lehane Sheehan ( fuaf Retreats). Join us for free online
weekly sessions to strengthen our hope and nourish the soul. Sunday Evenings 6.45pm. (Online via Zoom).

For further enguiries and bookings, e-mail info@ruahrest,com




Scoil Fionntain Naofa, Shanahoe, Abbeyleix
Applications for Admission 2024-2025

All information regarding admission can be found on the admissions section
of the school website www.shanahoens.weebly.com under the 'Parents’ tab.

For further enquiries please contact the school Principal Mr. Barry Whelan at
principalshanahoens@gmail.com or on (057) 87 39715.

Laois Forest School - Call for Volunteer Helpers; We are excited to
announce the launch of ocur G-week pilot programme and would like to
invite enthusiastic individuals to join us as volunteer helpers for this unigque
and enriching experience. Lapis Forest School is an initiative aimed at
connecting young learners with nature, fostering a sense of community,
and promoting personal development through outdoor education. The pilot
programme will run for six Saturdays (Sat. 3™ Feb. to Sat. 9 March 2024
incl., 10am-1pm, Rosenallis) providing participants with the opportunity to
explore the wonders of nature, learn valuable outdoor skills, and contribute
to environmental sustainability. We will also be facilitating weekend camps
throughout 2024 - check out |acisforestschool.com for more information.
If you are interested in becoming a volunteer helper e-mail Ailbhe at
laoisforestschool@gmail. com. We welcome individuals (18 years+) with a
passion for nature, a willingness to learn, and a desire to make a positive
impact on their community. Please note, up-to-date garda wetting is a
requirement for this role.

& weeks starting Monday

15" January in Portlacise
Parish Centre from 11lam to
12 noon. €20. Contact
Catriona 086-7935234
cslattery@lacissports.ie {?ﬂ% o

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 2024
18"-25" January

The theme of this year's week of prayer for Christian Unity
is ‘You shall love the Lord your God and your neighbour as
yourself’. This theme comes from the story of The Good
Samaritan, a story that never seems to lose its power to
challenge indifference to suffering and to inspire solidarity.
Jesus told this story in response to a question 'Who is my
neighbour?’ It is a story about crossing boundaries that calls our
attention to the bonds that unite the whole human family.

WHEN? Monday's For 4 Weeks
Starting January 15th @ 11AM
WHERE? Portlacise Leisure Centre|

' HOW MUCH? FREE!

Fufl d SPORT R 'I'c glitar Plaose ﬂmnt
——— ;lm.ltlll 791 6234 Or
tery@lasissportaba




3 ‘ (_ome I
| follow me

Jesus said to them: "Come and see.” So
they went and saw where he lived and
stayed with him.

Jesus is calling us to
follow Him!
We choose to follow Him
when we proudly say and
show that:
we believe in Him,
. we wish to talk to
Him in prayer,

we choose to be
loving people...

IN THE FIRST READING TODAY
(1 SAMUEL 3:3-10.19)
Samuel thought his teacher, Eli, was calling him, but he was
not. He was being called by God but needed a teacher to
explain this experience and tell him how he should respond.

IN THE SECOND READING TODAY
(1 CORINTHIANS 6:13-15.17-20)
 God created our bodies, they are the annunciation of his goodness.
" Therefore, our rights over them cannot be absolute. Because God
speaks our bodies into existence they must be treated with respect.

IN THE GOSPEL TODAY
(JOHN 1:35-42)

The greatest of all revelations of Ged is Jesus and by
staying close to him we allow it to enter our hearts.
By staying with Jesus, Andrew grew in appreciation.

At first meeting Jesus was just 'Teacher’
but the next day he was 'Messiah’,




Liturgy of the Word

/ﬁ;Gospel Acclamation is read or sang
before the Gospel. We stand for the Gospel
Acclamation.

During the season of Lent we do not use the
word ‘Alleluia’ in the Mass.

e
The Gospel stories tell us about Jesus and we
hear what he said to his friends. The Gospel is
the most important part of the Liturgy of the
Word.

We always stand when listening to the Gospel.
Before the Gospel is read by the Priest we make
the sign of the cross on our forehead, our lips
and our heart. This means “may the Lord be in
my mind, on my lips and in my heart”.

At the end of the Gospel the Priest m\
‘The Gospel of the Lord’ and we all respond

with the words, ‘Praise to you, Lord Jesus
Christ’.

The Homily: After the Gospel we sit down
and listen to what the Priest has to say about
the readings and how we might be able to put
this into practice for us.




As we continue to make early footprints into 2024,
already we see signs of brighter evenings and earlier
mornings. The small stretch, offers hope, early
snowdrops and green shoots awakens a positive
energy that soon, the new spring will be our reality.
Beginning again, is something that always awakens
opportunity and hope. 1 pray that every day in 2024
we will prioritise our desire to find God, in the bits
and pieces, of our daily lives,

God seems to work with us slowly and patiently
through different experiences, and we to take time
to reflect or look back, to recognise this. As Danish
philosopher Kierkegaard says, "Life can only be
understood backwards but must be lived forwards”,
The end of one year and the beginning of another is
a really good time to look back and evaluate the
experiences of a whole twelve months. It can be
easy to write the year off as being 'past’ or over. We
may wankt to just focus on moving on but there are
surprising discoveries to be made in following a
simple reflective process. Undoubtedly there will be
ups and downs, laughter and tears, light and
darkness. But a bit like getting to a mountain top,
you can see the path you have walked from the
summit, and that helps you work out the best way of
getting down.

This moment of taking stock or looking back over
your life journey for the last year can yield surprising
results. You can see more clearly and it helps yvou to
travel forward. Key to the process is connecting
yourself to the ‘light’ or God, which allows you to see
and uncover the darkness that only obscures things.
The ‘Examen’ is a helpful tool in reviewing how you
have been during the year. It can help you to
discover where God has been in it all. It is much
easier to see looking back. Often we can put a
negative slant on our memories of the past and it is
important to try to balance that. Find a quiet space
and try to put aside an hour for reflection. Some
people find a lighted candle helpful as a reminder to
Ylive in the light'.

The five steps are:

1. Ask God for light in order to see what stands out
from the past year. (Try to see the year through
God’s eyes, not merely my own).

2. Give thanks: get in touch with gratitude for the
year you have just lived is a gift from God. This can
be a struggle again as negativity can dominate, but
there are always some gifts to focus on.

3. Review the year chronologically, being guided by
the Holy Spirit. In going back through the year, it
can be helpful to use a diary or even photos on your
phone, often you can be surprised about all the

Time to Think!

Reflect on the Past... Focus on the Future

=

Self-reflection is a humbling i

" ———' - i
process. It's essential to find out

why you think, say, and do certain -
things... then better yourself.

things you did, people you met, and may have
forgotten much,

4, Face your mistakes or shortcomings. Accept you
may have done wrong, acknowledge mistakes, and
work out what you would do better to improve.

5. Look toward to the year ahead and ask God for
help to live it better.

It can be helpful to write your observations or
insights in a diary or journal to get them clear in
your head. The desire to look at the coming year
naturally flows from this exercise. What kind of year
do you want it to be? What would vou like to happen
and what do you want to avoid? It is worth taking
time to look at this carefully, maybe as a separate
exercise. Begin by looking at what you really want -
what is going to satisfy your soul? It's all about
tuning into this experience of a God who is near,
who wants the best for us, and who is trying to
communicate with us through reflection and prayer.

The Prayer of Abandonment, written by Blessed
Charles de Foucauld, is one of the most beautiful
prayers of faith, trust and surrender in the Christian
spiritual heritage. Memorise it, pray it often, and
share it with others!

Father, I abandon myself into your hands; do with
me what yvou will,

Whatever you may do, I thank you:

I am ready for all, I accept all.

Let only your will be done in me, and in all your
creatures. I wish no more than this, O Lord.

Into your hands 1 commend my soul: I offer it to vou
with all the love of my heart, for I love you, Lord,
and so need to give myself, to surrender myself into
your hands without reserva, and with boundless
confidence, for you are my Father.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 31,600 followers or @AbbeyleixF
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portfaoiseparish.ie/articles



CV of Fr. Erick, SVD

Allow me to introduce myself. | am Fr. Yulius Krisdianto Ebot, a member of
Divine Word Missionaries or SVD (Societas Verbi Divine). You can call me
Fr. Erick. | was born in Manggarai-Flores (Indonesia) in 1990, the second
child in my family of three children. My parents are both alive, thank God,
and retired. My older brother has two children and so does my little sister.
They live in Manggarai close to my parents home. My family has been a

great support system for me.
At the age of 18, | entered the SVD noviciate. = y

Two years later | took my first vow as a,.
temporary member of The society of Divine A
Word. As part of my formation | spent time in
the Philippines for my English course (2015),
and our overseas Training Programme in
Taiwan (2016-2018). In 2018 | returned to
Indonesia and had my final profession as a
member of the society of Divine Word

Missionaries.

On October 5" 2019 i was ordained priest and
got my first mission to Ireland.
After ordination, | worked in three different
parishes and dioceses in Flores while waiting
for my visa to Ireland. It was such an enriching
8 and eye-opening experience for me as a young
priest. After three years waiting for the visa in
¢* Indonesia (2019-2023), on 6™ of July 2023,

: T { | came to this beautiful and lovely country.

Before getting my appointment to Portlaoise, | did an English course for 5 months in Maynooth
while acclimatising and learning more about this beautiful country.

It is such a great pleasure for me to get my first appointment here in the parish of Portlaocise as a
curate under the guidance of Msgr. John Byrne and working with others fellow priests, all from
different countries. | am really looking forward to work with you all. Let us pray for each other
and May the Almighty God Bless us all. See you around.

Fr. Erick,



Blessing of Babies Ceremony

Last Sunday we had a lovely ceremony
for newly baptised babies.

We pray for all children “May the Lord
bless you and keep you; the Lord make
his face shine on you and be gracious to
you; the Lord turn his face toward you

and give you peace.”
Numbers 6:24-26




OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;
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REMEMBRANCE

In Loving Memory of
A Cherished Husband, Father and Grandfather
WILLIAM (Willie) O’ REILLY
28 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
6" Birthday away from home (13-1-24)
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Fr. Eddie Lalor
Kiltegan Fathers
Former
C.C. Portlaoise and
native of Raheen
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Peter Culbert
Dr. Murphy Place,
Portlaoise
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A light went out on earth for us, the day we
said goodbye, and on that day a star was
born, the brightest in the sky.
Reaching through the darkness with its
rays of purest white, lighting up the
Heavens as it once lit up our lives.
With beams of love to heal the broken
hearts you left behind, where always in our
memoary, your lucky star will shine.

The sadness never goes away, the silent
tears still flow, you're thought of and so
sadly missed, more than you'll ever know.
Happy 77t Birthday Daddy
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Joseph (Joe) Delaney
Athy, Kildare and
Newpark, Portlaoise
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+ Christopher Reddy

E\‘ ’-__;.7 Chestnut Avenue,
QQ Foxburrow, Portlaoise
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www portlaiseparish ie/deathnotices
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We pray for the family of
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Loved and missed always
Your loving wife Anne, sons and daughters,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law and all your
grandchildren xxx

Small [immy Mclnerney, 24 Dunamase View

Portlaoise, now resting with the angels.

We will keep them in our prayers
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“Ardville” Glenside, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs 15 January 2024.

ik

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish
Church, this Sunday
14t January at 11.15am.
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If we could have a lifetime wish,
one dream that could come true,
We would pray te God with all
our hearts just to see and speal
to you.
A thousand words won 't bring vou back,
We know because we've tried,
And neither will a million tears,
We know because we've cried.
You've left behind our broken hearts,
And precious memories too,
But we never wanted memaories,
We only wanted you.
Missed beyond words by your daughter Amy, son
Stefan and partner Jennifer and grandson Daithi x
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David; Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered everyvday,
No longer in my life to share,
But in my heart you are always there.
Sadly missed by yvour loving Mam xxx

(1]

My Darling Brother Daithi
Days will pass and turn into years,
But I will always remember yvou with silent tears.
Missing you so much today and always
Love John, Martina and Craig xxx

Time unfolds another year,
Memories keep vou very near.
Wil those who think of David today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Loved and missed dearly, [immy, Claire & family xxx

Rest in ' Reace David
¢

In Loving Memory of
TOM & NUALA HOLMES

Formery of “Sally Gardens ", Main St Portlacise
and Chantiere Gate, Porilacise.
Nuala's 11% Anniversary occurred 1=t December 2023
Tom's 23~ Anniversary occurs 11% January 2024

Will those who think of them
today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.
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Always loved and never forgotten
by all their loving family,
extended family and friends xx

CMay Com and HNuale Rest in ' Reace
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“Ardville” Glenside, Portlaoise.

5t Anniversary occurs 15 January 2024.
.
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Our thoughts are ever with you
Though you have passed away
And those who have loved you dearly
Are thinking of you today.
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Always thinking of you, always remembered by
your father-in-law Les, brothers-in-law,
sisters-in-law, nieces and nephews.

Rest in Peave Savid
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In Loving Memory of
MARGARET HOULIHAN

14 Oaklawn, Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.
6th Anniversary occurs 18 January 2024.

T he D”H Y ou Went AwnH

Today’s the anniversary of the day
that we lost you,
And for a time it felt as though our
lives had ended too.
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WL

But loss has taught us many things,
And now we face each day,
With hope and happy memaries,

L

To help us on our way.

Ll

And though we're full of sadness, that you're no longer
here, your influence still guides us,
And we still feel you near.

L

What we shared will never die, it lives within our hearts,
Bringing strength and comfort, while we are apart.

L

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving
husband James, sons, daughters, sons-in-law,
daughters-in-law, grandchildren and extended family.

CMay Margarat Rest in Reace
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> In Loving Memory of @ ACKNOWLEDGEMENT <> |
: DAVID RAFTER ¢ . In Loving Memory of
‘Ardville’ Glenside, Portlaoise. TONY GREENE

SANRLYRrSary Ocenrs 150 Jouuary. 2024 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaise. Died 16% January 2023.

Death leaves heartache, As we remember our brother Tony,
No one can heal, ; on his first anniversary, as a family
Memories are treasures, N we wish to take this opportunity to
No one can steal. - thank the following people; Msgr.
Some may forget you, = |ohn Byrne, Fr. David Vard and the
Now that you are gone, Priests of the IPatl'ishJ 5r. Alm'fe for her
BuiwenitiEromerilio wonderful singing during Tony's
! : Mass, our great neighbours, friends
N‘G matter how long. and relations who sent Mass cards,
You will always stay loved and R toxt messages, phoned and sent flowers, those who

remembered, in every way. attended Tony's wake, Mass and burial.
No tears, no verse, can ever say, how much we miss ] To the staff of Brown's shop and the Parish Centre for
you every day_ their support and kindness during such a difficult time; to
Love always bro, forever and a day, Mossy and Declan for organising the food on the day;

fﬂ'ﬂt’ jenm'fer Cian and Hollie xxxx to our aunt Ellie Foran for her kindness and care: to the
1] i 3 .
ambulance crew who attended to Tony and Portlaocise

K doar Beniher maw thaetvaii-are gone wi'se no General Hospital; to the funeral directors Matthew
Y Y gone, y Keegan and David Goode for their professionalism and

longer here to share the bond we had together, support and to the gravediggers Brendan and Googie
A bond of love and care. Dunme.

Yet, somehow something tells me you are watching Q As it is impossible to thank everyone individually, please
over me, now that from worldly cares vou finally | accept this acknowledgement as a token of our sincere
are free. appreciation and deepest gratitude. The Holy sacrifice of
I miss you so very much, and my tears I cannot hide, ] the Mass will be offered for your intentions.
Yet, within my heart, | feel you are always by my  J Tony’s 1* Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter
side. & Paul's Parish Church, on Tuesday 16 January at 10am
Ever since you went away, life has never been the

same, yet it comforts me to know, (Rest in -@dﬂ'ﬁ @?ICU

That one day we'll meet again.

Love always Adrian, Leonie and Anna xxx ? In LO‘Ving Memory Of
Rt in Preave “David *  PATRICK (Paddy) CONNELL

Late of 57 Marian Place, Portlavise.
7* Anniversary occurs b January 2024
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In LOUing Memnry of 1 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
FRANK & MAY WHITE X in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church

Late of 26 Newpark, Portlaoise. ! ' on Saturday 20™ January at 6:30pm.
May's 15t Anniversary occurs 17t January 2024,
Frank’s 2nd Anniversary occurs 16% January 2024.
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The mfff‘a{? stream of ffﬁ s on,
Bt still the vacant chair,

Anniversary MESS, will S .I Rocalls the voice, the smile, the love,
be celebrated in 4 N
Sts. Peter & Paul's - & A f a Dad wha once saf thers,
Parish Church, on { " /) Loved and missed r@qﬁrr}m’r mml.ﬁwc.
Sunday 21+ January ]
at 10am.
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Missed and loved everyday by your sons Richard, Pat and
Kieran, daughters Geraldine, Philfomena, Bernadette,
In our hearts your memory lingers, Nora and Teresa, grandchildren and great-grandchildren.
Sweetly tender, fond and true,

There is not a day dear Mum and Dad

That we do not think of you. (Rest i ‘Eﬁ-_ﬁ;ﬁ %
Loved and remembered by Tomids, Timothy, Declan,

Sinéad, grandchildren and extended family.
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Thinking of our dear Mam, Mary at this time.
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% In Loving Memory of %
MARTIN BRENNAN |

54 Borris Little, Portlanise.
10" Anniversary occurs 14t January 2024

ik (1] ik
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday, 13 January at 6.320pm.
Along the road of suffering, you found a
little lane, that took you up to Heaven
and ended all your pain,

You may be out of sight, we may he
worlds apart, but you are always in our
pravers and forever in our hearts.

Sadly missed by your loving wife Ann, Helen, Mark & Eve.
Reast in Raace CMartin
? In Loving Memory of %
PATRICK & ELLEN MAHER
Crrange, Stradbally whose anniversariex occur af this time.
Also remembering Eileen, MaryAnn, John
Margaret and Muary.
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May the winds of Heaven
blow softly, and whisper

in your ear,
How much we love and
miss you, and wish that
you were here,

ﬁomqg@ remembered @ a@aur ﬁm@.
CMay They Rest in Reaace

In Loving Memory of
PAT DRENNAN

Cool-na-Carrig, Ratheniska.
Died 15% January 2014 - 10t Anniversary
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Holy Cross, Ratheniska this
Sunday 14t January at 10am.

We hold you close within our hearts
and there you shall remain,
To walk with us throughout our lives,
until we meet again.
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Sadly missed and always remembered by his loving
wife Peggy and family.

May Rat Rest in ' Reave
T

Speak Lord your servant
is listeni ng
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? In Loving Memory of

FRANCES DUNNE

Late of Silverdale, Abbeyleix Rd. Portlaocise.
14t Anniversary occurs 14 January 2024,

Mammy
A laved one never leaves you,
They're never far away,
They watch you from a distance,
And guide you every day.
They do become your angel,
And look down from above,
A loved one never leaves you,
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Because you always have their love.

Missed by her loving family xx

CMay sfrances Rest in Reace

» BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of

PETER LALOR

Late of 4 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

If I could write a story,

It would be the greatest ever told,

Of a kind and loving father,
who had a heart of gold.

If I could write a million pages,

I'd still be unable to say,

Just how much I love and miss you, every single day.

[ will remember all you taught me, I'm hurt but |

won't be sad, because you will send me down the

answers and you will always be my Dad.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your
daughters, brothers, sons-in-law, daughter-in-law,
grandchildren, relatives and friends.

Rest in Peave Dad

@ In Loving Memory of
ROSANNA KERRY née Phillips

ti] Knockmay Estate, Portlaoise.
6" Anniversary away from home oceurred
12* Junuary 2024
We think of vou in silence,
We often speak vour name.
But all we have are memories,
And vour picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit,
And put flowers there with care,
But no one knows the heartache,
As we turn and leave you there,

Sadly missed by your sons, daughters, grandchildren,
great grandchildren e extended family xx
CMay Rasanna Rest in Reace
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? In Loving Memory of ? + KEEGAN’S '1"
" JoSEPHINE O’REILLY " | FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Aran i, EX 0., Forbeoieg, 50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaocise.

Anniversary occurs 13* January. ‘
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A sudden call from God on high,
We had no chance to say goodbye,
Without farewell you fell asleep, but

memories of you we will always keep.
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From youdr ;In:':‘s Marti: and Jas, dadughhlt:r Eileen, Contact Matthew
] grandchildren and great-grandchildren. =
- CMay ~Sosephine Rest in ' Reace q37-25491 T ,
David 087-2369887
In Loving Memory of y i
©  InLoving Memory of G NN :

Kiloughan, Stradbally, Laois. FUNERAL DIRECTORS

4th Anniversary occurs Monday 15t January 2024

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Holy Cross Church, Ratheniska,
this Sunday 14% January at 10am,

We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
(opposite the E.S.B. and Condell tractors)
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Contact;
Thinking of you today and always. 057-8620567

Sadly missed by his loving family PAUL; 087-2562137 | -
and friends. MNIALL; '.

C’Eﬁﬂlﬂf lw % 086- I??U'UQIE-

L1
WL

(1)
iF

L1}
L

L)
1K

WL

In Loving Memory of

? PADDY “Patrick” McEVOY ?
Capoley, Portlavise. 15™ Anniversary. M( KL L} N M E MO RI ALS '
VRS o
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15 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday 13% January at 6:30pm.
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Also remembering Paddy's sister Niamh,
whose birthday occurs at this time.
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st
Sadly missed by all hiis loving family and friends

CMay ' Raddy Rest in ' Reace
MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
™ = our hespoke memorial cards,
{ reate a collage of images llustrating
the fife of your loved ane with onr e a L
expert Design Team, e T i B
_.-11!'[ m.'r_ {nrds_ure ufdn':dm:ri{p designed FOR MORE INFORMATION
unigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges PLEASE CONTACT:
Sor additional photos or inages, g & ¥ aacl
087 4599798

Crafting Memories for hener'ltmns
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For Your Special Day
Stocking a wide selection of Wedding Candles, Gifts and Cards

ALSO STOCKING
* Large selection of Baptismal Candles, Cards and
candles may be personalised

# Essential Oils/Incense

# Happy Days Soy Candles, made locally in Portlaoise
# [nspirational Books and Gifts -
#Sacred Art items for your home r
# Bibles & Spiritual Books for adults and children

Monday to Friday 9am to 5pm
At The Parish Centre 057 862 1142
www.portlaoiseparish.ie



Results for
11" January 2024

Portlaoise Parish

No €13,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Leo Bergin Martley's Shop
Ann Reams Barbara Dowling
2
Match
3s
Receive
€500
each
Play PARISH
OMLIMNE
www_portiaoiseparish. ie
Fﬂllﬁw Us ’ @PortlaoiseParis
& Like US o portlaciseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot is €14,000

_ Tel: 057 8661605
Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Clergy of the Parish
Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.

. Tel: 057 8621142

2~ Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.

Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

- Deacon Eugene Keyes
L & Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Second Sunday in Ordinary Time
1 Samuel 3:3-10, 19 | Psalm 39:2, 4, 7-10
1 Corinthians 6:13-15, 17-20 | John 1:35-42

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
¥ Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBKS3327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and paolicies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaociseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

{sacristy phone attended prior to Mass tmes 057 8600119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website
'irl Secretary: Julie Conroy
L' Monday to Thursday
llamto 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154

Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



% § DUNKEEN OIL

Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

DUNKEEN OIL

Y OUR Lc'rcg;_ OIL DISTRIBUTOR

1

TO WATER CLISTOMERS
HE ﬂ'ﬁgrw:'mmm virl Szt

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)

or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




