Feast of Our Lady of Lu'l'Irdes
- and Wnrld Day of the Sick
God, heal all i“I'IESSEi that afflict us in hﬂd'f,
mind and soul. Bring comfort to those who suffer.
T~ Bring consolation to those who despa:r. -
' Brmg strengﬂ; to those who walk with the 51:"k.ﬂrlng

ok hape to all fur wham the path to heallng Is iong or

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaociseParis

E-mail: info@portlaociseparish.ie % Lilte UsE) fb.com/portiaviseparishlacis
fb.com/portlaoiselinkup =

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaciseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




Trocaire Boxes are available in the
Church porches or you can pick up
a box in the Parish Centre.

Thank You!

SHROVE TUESDAY

This Tuesday is Shrove Tuesday
- also known as Pancake Day -
" is the day before Ash
Wednesday, the first day of
Lent. It is celebrated throughout
Ireland by the cooking and eating of pancakes - a last
feast before the fasting and self-denial of Lent!

' LENTEN STATIONS

For the support of our Priests

Envelopes are available in Church porches for those

|who havent got Development Boxes and wish to|

contribute to the Priests Collection. You can drop this

|envelope in one of the collection boxes provided in
| our Churches or returning to the Parish Centre during
Lent.

Three Things To Do For Lent

| Fasting and Abstinence:-

Keep your meals small and simple during Lent. This is not a slimming
| exercise. The thinking behind fasting and abstinence is that we strengthen
| our spiritual life by weakening physical pleasures. Fasting means reducing
| the amount of food that we would normally eat. Abstinence means not
| eating a particular food (meat). Ash Wednesday and Good Friday are to be

observed as special days of Fasting and Abstinence.
| Almsgiving:-

We are bombarded with requests for money from a huge number of
| charities. |dentify a charity that means something to you ... find out what

they do and make a contribution, If you can't afford to give money, give
| your time.
| Prayer:-
| Qur lives are so hectic that we often forget to set aside a few quiet
| moments in which to talk to God. During Lent, postpone breakfast
| television for a few moments and make a short prayer. In the evening
| encourage your children to say a night time prayer before bed.

Stations of the Cross

Friday evenings during Lent
after 7.30pm Mass in Parish Church.

Mass times for the coming week

[Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday & Tuesday
7.30am & 10am
Wednesday (Ash Wednesday)
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
The Heath: 7pm
Ratheniska: 7pm

Ashes will be distributed at all Masses.
Thursday & Friday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass,

'more time for prayer and

Ash Wednesday is the start

of Lent when we are invited +§
for forty days to set aside M]{
fasting in preparation for  WEDNESDAY
Easter. The Ashes, made in

the sign of the cross on our foreheads on this
day, are an outward sign of our inward
sorrow for our sins and of our commitment
to Jesus as Our Lord and Saviour.'

Blessed Ashes will be available in the Parish
Church and Parish Centre from 1lam on
Wednesday.

Wednesday (Ash Wednesday)
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
The Heath: 7pm
Ratheniska: 7pm
Ashes will be distributed at all Masses.

We welcome into our Parish Community
Mata Struhak,
De Vesci Court, Fairgreen

Freddie Kenneth Murphy,
Lakeglen
Who were baptised last weekend.




MULHALL MEATS

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
T I

Comprehensive Hearing Aszessment

Full range of Digital Heoring Aids availoble incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO YALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Fre-employment tests/Occupotional Scresning Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, efc, (incl, postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 067 8692289 Mobile: 0BS BE568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

*ESTRECT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLALCE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GiOVERNMIENT & HSE GUIDELINES™®

Est. 1931

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic

live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE 55 pse asisce MNICOLA CALDBECK m5- Afisco Maacr
CONOR BOLTON #5: a5 asrsce

Oniine booking: www.iaoisphysiotherapydinic. ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808
Sendces include
Manual Therapy
Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping
Home Visits
Diry Needling
Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Mon: 8:30am -5:40pm Thurs: 8:00am -6:300m
Tues: S:00am -6:50pm Frii  B:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 9:00am -5.30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regards, alf @ Laors Physiotherapy Clinic




CELEBRATE
WITHUS

Create memorable moments
at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise!

Let's raise atoast ta milestones
FINGER OO0 8 COURSE MEAL

rhar malkoe 'Ih- avtracrdinars: PACKAGES PACKASES
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maldranhotelportlaoise.cam
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AFCM IRELAND

FORTLADGISRE

Bible Conference
& Street Minis

ed DY
Br.Sebastian Sales
AFCM UK
(B33 www.youtube.com/sebsales

Street ministering
Will be followed by
The Bible Conference

Parish Centre

2nd March 2024
11.00am - 01.30pm

Maryborough Room

Portlaoise, CISW2KK

LAOIS JET W4 S'H SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOLUR DRAINS?

REFLEXOLOG

+ Appointments available in
Portlaoise & surrounding areas
*House calls also available

Contact Margaret 086-1643346

Member of the Irish Reflexologist’s Institute Ireland

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Antique and Collectors Fair at the Killeshin Hotel, Portlaoise
Sunday 11" February at 12 noon
Free valuation on all your old coins, bank notes, medals etc.

CARPETS

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792
E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie




Block Road, Portlaoise,

Co Laois
057 8681492

“suppot®

MINDFULNESS

PROGRAMME
11.30am-12.30pm
12th February
6 Week Course
Booking Essential

EXCERCISE CLASS

Gentle strengthening
exercise for cancer patients
12.45-1.30pm
12th February
Places Limited
6 Week Course

CREATIVE ARTS

CLASS
12th February
(6 Weeks)
Booking Essential
2.15pm-4.15pm

COUNSELLING

By appointment only

(" SUPPORT NURSE )

AVAILABLE
By appointment
9 only L
" )
ENTITLEMENTS
A Citizens
Information Adviser
will give you
advice about the
financial help you
may be entitled
to and will help
you to navigate
the process. eg.,
medical card
application etc

/

www.cuislecancersupport.com
email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie

Tuesdays
MEN’S SUPPORT

GROUP
10.30am-11.20am
Date to be confirmed

MINDFULNESS FOR

MEN
11.45am-12.30pm
13th February

PROSTHESIS & BRA
FITTING DAY

Spaces Available,
Booking Essential
13th February

GARMENT FITTING

Serra Nova
Tuesday, 5th March
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

“LO0K 600D

FEELBETTER”
Tuesday, 9th April
Booking Essential

Wednesdays

CHAIR YOGA
10am-11am
11.20am-12.20pm
Booking Essential
6 Week Course

ART

Fram 2-4pm
8 Week Course

BEREAVEMENT
COUNSELLING

By appointment only
Funded by Laois Hospice

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
surgery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only
Part Funded by

Laois Hosplce

REFLEXOLOGY
REIKI

By appointment only

AQUA AEROBICS )

EVERY MONDAY
from 12.45-1.30pm - Booking Essential
IN PORTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE

THIS CLASS IS FREE OF CHARGE AS IS ALL OUR SERVICES

Thursdays
THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This is a self-management
programme for cancer
survivors with the aim of
improving their quality of
life to better manage daily
health.
(Peveloped by Standford
University)
10am-12 noon
29th February

Booking Essential

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
11.30am-12.30pm
8th February
Booking Essential
6 Week Course

CLIMB
PROGRAMME

Helping Children
Understand Cancer. This
programme is fun and
creative, using drama,
arts and play and aims to
help children cope with
a cancer diagnosis in the
famnily

SEPT 2024

FRIDAYS
TAI CHI

Tai Chi improves quality
of life, balance, agility,
flexibility and muscle tone
in cancer survivors. It may
also help reduce fatigue,
anxiety, depression, and
stress.
9.30-11am
8 Week Course

Booking Essential

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge



£l |Business
.\ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN yrish Enterprise
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022

PROMOTIONAL

1 GRAPHIC DA MERCHANDISER
\ DESIGN /b

CORPORATE & &T WIDE FORMAT:
% RETAILPRINT . PRINTING

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11
. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF&3
L. 045 433569

« BEST PRIKTING & GRAPHIC DESIGH AGENCY

— HIDLANES 2022
ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

mochuaprint.ie

COODBO®

NUMBERS /t°anemeroency, Dial 99912

IF YOU SAMARITANS

NEED R g AABALE
jo@samaritans.ie www.samaritans.org

THEM

(L1800 247 247

( 2

your
HE sz | Mhealthie | | o EERE
it | Sogpert | Sevir

F Ser
Afree 24/7 text service, providing
support for pecple going through a
1800 111 888 mental health or emotional crisis

Connecting for Life sy
Miclanis. Louth and Meath I talhealth.i i
www yourmentalhealth ie . www.text50808.ie )

Childline

{24 HRS A DAY, EVERYDAY)
Text TALK to 50101

Online chat - www chitdline.ie

CONTACT YOUR GP OR GP

OUT OF HOURS SERVICE

MIDOC
1850302702

NEDOC
1850777 911




ﬂ’&‘DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

_WwWw. dUnkﬂenm‘. ie

[ Locally owned and locally run
| e et ] for a personalised, reliable and

e friendly service at all times. We

- o s believe in fast efficient service,

[ ﬂb DUNKE E" O'I- _ e e : either the same day delivery or

YOUR Ld:CAL OIL DISTRIBLTOR ; \ ‘ a no hassle following day

F 5 delivery with 5 trucks looking

after your area. There has

never been a better time to

order yvour heating oil from
Dunkeen Qill

Contact Marcus directly

on OB6 2904029 (any time)

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaocise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

W Often ask people to repeat themselves?
W Struggling to hear in noisy surroundings?
W People sayyou have the TV too loud?

bonavox can helpyou ﬁ.
hear clearly again!

Don’t miss out any more. de—=)
Arrange a free hearing test with your local
bonavox hearing specialists at O’Farrell Opticians it

and start your journey to clearer hearing!

Free PRSI Grant Discreet
Callusnowon 1800480480 Hearing  Eligibility =~ Digital
Please quote BX CH D1 when calling, Tests Eﬂecks Technm'ug]f

O’Farrell Opticians @ b OoNavox

Bull Lane, Portlacise R32 Y522 hearing specialists




Dunamase College is holding its open evening on February 217 for students wishing to view the
Aonad Lan Gaeilge and February 22" for those wishing to take a tour of the English stream.

The Principal Dyvmpna Kelly said, due to expansion works
taking place last October, we had to postpone our Open
Evening. We are very proud of our school and all the fantastic
work that 1s done here. so we wanted to give students and
parents the opportunity to view the facilities and find out
what we have to offer here in Dunamase College.

Dunamase College has
an Aonad Lan
Ghaeilge. where
subjects are offered through the medium of Inish. Manv of
these students have previously attended Gaelscoileanna in the
arca, but the Aonad is open to students from the English
medium primary schools also. with additional Irish language
supports in place should they be required. The Aonad classes
take place in the Railway Street building. Ms Kelly said that
“We play a pivotal role in keeping the Irish language alive in our community™.

Digital technology is central to leaming i Dunamase College and the school has embraced the
opportunitics offered by subjects such as Computer Science. Coding and Digital Media Literacv. Being
a digital school there 1s a consciousness around the present and future role technology will play in the
lives of their students. Thev are proud recipients of the European Digital Schools award. Two TY
students, along with teachers Tomas O Murchu and Colin Waters, collaborated with LOETB schools in
developing an action plan that focused on improving digital assessment.

Deputy Principal Claire Fitzgerald said: “By being a digital school the emphasis on collaboration and
sclf-directed learning will be of great benefit to our students when they move on to third level and
indeed the world of employment. as they will be ahead of their peers.

Dunamase College is constantly developing and adding to what is being offered to the students.
Dympna pointed out that “In a smaller school like ours. we know our students well and we I:h..h-..w n
fostering a sense of belonging and wellbeing.” Dunamase
College is the first school in Laois to be awarded the status
of Champion 5chool of Sanctuary, There 15 a strong sense
of community within the school, and this is helped by the
fact that the students are fortunate to have casy access to the
facilities in the town. They often visit the Library, the
Centre of Excellence and they have daily access to the
Leisure Centre and the Astro pitch. This allows the school
to offer an impressive array of sports. football. soccer.
basketball. camogie. hurling and hockey.

In her role as Principal. Dvmpna is mindful of the ethos of
“care, respect, equality, community and excellence in
education” that 1s verv important in the school, as it
provides a holistic education for all who attend Dunamase
College.

A p]alming applical,iul‘l for a new 1,000-pupil school for Coldiste Dinin Mdase / Dunamese f_'.alh:g{: n
Portlaoise is due to be lodged in the coming weeks.




=) Dunamase College [+
==+ (Colaiste Dhun Masc

Dunamase College / Colaiste Dhun Masc invites 5th and 6th class
students and their parents & guardians to our upcoming Open
Nights.

Students and parents are welcome to come view what we have to
offer, from excellence in education, digital learning and all of our
extra curriculum activities.

Open Nights / Oicheanta Oscailte

Stream

: 057 86 646 96 H : info@dunamasecollege.ie. L-: www.dunamasecollege.ie

ChoicePeople

Recruitment Specialists

CHOICE PEOPLE
Staffing Solutions Ltd

are based locally to support
employers with their recruitment
needs. We source for contract,
temporary and permanent roles.

Contact us on 05785 08008
or info@choicepeople.ie

www.choicepeople.ie




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger
and small tipping trailer for hire.
Richard 085-2529893

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.

Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment,
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING
» School Cleaning
s General House Cleaning
# Deep Cleaning
£ . « = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

087-9737073

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM

Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam
s Kerbing
e Drainage
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

DAVE CUNNINGHAM <&
CARPENTRY SERVICES ,\
Registered and fully insured
All aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Secondary glazing with instant results
Pergolas, fitted Kitchens, fitted
Slide Robes, supply and fit front and
back Palladio Doors
All Maintenance work undertaken
Call Dave 086-8209640
davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Mountain View Eco Wood
FIREWOOD SALES

- Met bag hardwood logs €6

- Met bag kindle wood €3

- 20kg bags Coal now €15

- Free delivary

- Met bag softwood logs €4
= Trailer load logs (hardwood/softwooad)
- Fuel Wouchers Available

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

e OCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064

- Phone card or cash paymeants accepted 089‘4390869 Shop: 05786-20135
Contact Fintan 087-7645855 | www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie www.jacknolan.ie
LAOI NSELLIN FIREWOOD Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
SERVICES & CAMERA SURVEYS
Professional, Supportive, FOR SALE

Confidential, Non-Judgemental
service in Abbeyleix.
Online counselling sessions
available also.
Enquiries welcome.

Tel. 085-8762314

Trailer loads of
hardwood and softwood
delivered.

Tel.; 085-2437088

Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms
General Maintenance

087-4896429

= P ELECTRICIAN
g 5 AVAILABLE

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Tuesday 13'" February in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome.




PROFESSIONAL PAINTER FOR SALE TILING SERVICES

AND.DECORATOR Joolz Buggy Travel System [+ Forsndvwiaiting
20+ Years Experience ; : : : + Tota room ishmen
Interior/Exterior (including Maxi Cosi Car | Jyyoi i Showers/Disabled
Residential/Commercial seat). Excellent condition, | gathrooms, including demolition,
Handpainted Kitchens one owner (non smoker), re-construction, wiring and plumbing

: €300 o.n.o. ‘# Ensultes added to existing rooms
and Bespoke Furniture : No job too small

Contact Gary Kelly; Contact Laura; Over 25 years experience -
086-0717172 085-7704882 - call John 087-9414439

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday at 3pm In the Parish Centre for an afternoon of friendship, fun
and activities, new members always welcome.

Monday 12" February; Bowls in St. Marys Sports hall at 3pm, tuition given, new members always welcome. %
Wednesday 14" February; Valentine's pageant - The Rose of Portlaocise

Thursday 15" February; Cards and chat in Sue Ryder Centre Kilminchy at 3pm, new members welcome,

tuition given. Please keep 7™ April free because we intend to have a meal and celebration of our 207 Anniversary on
that day. Our membership is due to be paid by the end of February, it remains at €25.

Wednesday 21* February; Bus to Google head office where we will get one to one instructions on phone and
computers free, Anyone interested in going should register with Trudy next Wednesday 14",

For further information please contact P.R.O. at 087-6204617.

Ballyroan Active Retirement Group; Any new members are welcome, Meeting Tuesday from 2.30pm to 4.30pm in
Sue Ryder Centre.

Tnp Smre' Margaret F!anagan | 1“ Ladv. Maureen F|tzpatnck | 1% Gent: Pafan: Dowling and Tom Gowing
2™ Gent: Paul Kavanagh | 1% Half: Freda Gaynor | 2™ Half: Mary Gowing | Raffle: 1* Veronica Kearns
2™ Frank Keenan | 3™ Kit Farrell | 4™ Maureen Fitzpatrick | 5™ & 6 Mary 1. Dunne | 7" Breda Fitzpatrick
Whist continues every Tuesday evening in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm.
Monster Whist Drive in Clonbullogue Hall 3" March at 3pm in aid of Clonbullogue NS Parents Association:
Top Score €75, 1% Gent €30, 1* Lady €30, 2™ Gent €20, 2™ Lady €20, First Half €20, Second Half €20, Sitting Prize
€10, Student Prize €10, Low Score €10, Refreshments served, raffle for hamper, for details contact 087-9828876.
Graiguecullen Valentines Bingo Tuesday 13" February - St. Fiacc's Hall at 8.30pm;
Jackpot on 50 numbers €2.000, Double number €950, Lotto €500. FREE Pink sheet with every book (2 free @!
with double book), chocolates left and right!
Bostik All-Ireland Confined Drama Finals 2024 18™- 26" April, hosted by Mountmellick Drama Festival;
SEASON TICKETS CLOSING DATE- 177" FEBRUARY 2024.
There is now a limited number of season tickets left, so make sure you secure yours before they are
gone. Please note .....Season Tickets will not be available for sale after 17™ February 2024. Individual
MNIGHTLY TICKETS will go on sale at a later date, follow us on Facebook, Instagram and
mountmellickdramafestival.ie for updates. A Season Ticket guarantees you access to all nine nights
of drama. Thank you for your continued support. Online ticket sales - mountmellickdramafestival.ie
Enguiries to info@mountmellickdramafestival.ie or call 087-4121205 / 087-7942994,
Volunteers Required; Jack and Jill, Kea-Lew Portlaoise are currently looking for volunteers willing to give a few hours
of their time on Saturdays. If interested contact Martina 087-486817 or e-mail portlaocise@jackandjill.iz or call to aur
shop and pick up an application form. We are open 10am to 5:30pm Monday to Saturday.
ALONE;: Would you be willing to provide companionship or make calls to Older People once a week? ALOME are
seeking wvolunteers in your area. Full training and support provided., If interested please sign up online at
www.alone.ig/volunteers. For more information, contact Fiona 086-1366539 or e-mail fiona.boyle@alone.ie.
Newbridge Kildare Samaritans are holding a recruitment information evening in the Midland Park Hotel Portlacise,
on 12% February at 7.30pm. We would welcome anyone interested in joining us in our important work, we will give all
the necessary information to help make the decision.
RELIGIOUS NOTES
Divine Mercy Chaplet 2pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.
Rosa In the l‘.'.'hurch of the Assum tion, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday-5Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
i ; Join us for 40 minutes to find healing and hope through the Sunday Gospel.
We will do this through input, music, and guided prayer, to help nourish the soul for the week ahead. Sunday evenings
6.45pm, online via Zoom 11" and 18" February. Presented By Martina and The Ruah Team. For further enguiries and
bookings e-mail info@ruahrest.com or visit www, ruahrest.com

PORTLAOISE Portlaoise Parish
:Tm - (:"“mm COMMUNITY Lourdes Committes
,”I'\ A FIRST RESPONDERS presents
Hawving volunteer community
first responders can save lives. MI RACLES DF M USIC 2
Public Information Evening at the Portlaoise Saturday 227 June in the Midlands Park Hotel. Doors Ypm, Show Bpm.

Library on Thursday, 7t March, 6-7pm. Tickets €20 available from Portlaoise Parish Centre or call Nathan 085-2179253




Hope for the Hopeless

Do you know what a bottle of medicine called calamine lotion is? Calamine is
a medicine that is sometimes used to help stop itching. Have you have ever
had the chicken pox? When you have chicken pox, it starts out like a cold -

you feel lousy, have a runny nose, and run a fever. Then, all of a sudden,
itchy red bumps start to break out all over your body. The itching drives you
crazy, but you can't scratch, because that just makes it worse. It is a very uncomfortable feeling,
but it isn't hopeless. Rubbing on some calamine lotion may help to ease the itching. In a few
days, the sores go away, the itching stops, and life is back to normal again.

During the time when Jesus lived upon the earth, leprosy was very wide-spread and was a
dreaded disease. When someone had leprosy, they were covered with sores all over their bodies.
Unlike chicken pox, these sores didn't just go away. When someone had leprosy, it was hopeless,
because there was no cure. To make matters worse, other people considered them to be unclean
and were not allowed to touch them. Many people believed that people who had leprosy got the
disease because of some terrible sin they had committed.

One day a man with leprosy came to Jesus. The man knelt down before Jesus and said, "If you
will, you can make me clean." Jesus looked at the man and he felt love and compassion for him.
He reached out his hand and touched the man and said, "I am willing, be clean." Immediately,
the leprosy left the man and he was cured.

Sometimes, we may find ourselves in a situation where we are uncomfortable, like when we had
the chicken pox. But there may come a time in our lives when we find ourselves in a situation
that is truly hopeless. When that happens, where can we turn? How do we find hope in a
hopeless situation? We can turn to Jesus. When the situation is hopeless, Jesus is our only hope.

OUR PRAYER
Dear Father, you sent your Son to bring
hope to the hopeless. When we find
ourselves in a hopeless situation, we will
put our hope and trust in him. In Jesus'
name we pray. Amen.

Lent begins Next wedwnesda

Remember these are the three things we are asked to
focus on for Lent.

Praying: Spend a little more time with God.
Sacrificing: Giving up something that you really like.

Almsgiving: Giving to those who have very little or sharing I
what you have with someone who needs it. l EN I




The Season of Lent

Fac bnut Lent:
. Lent is a time when Christian people get ready for Easter.

. gent is a sacred time within thc—g f:hurch calendar. It is a I ENT

time of fasting, prayer and almsgiving.

. Lent lasts for forty days reminding us of the forty days that Jesus spent in the
desert doing penance and fasting. It begins on Ash Wednesday (14th February 2024)
and finishes before sunset on Holy Thursday. We don't count Sundays in the forty
days because Sundays are days of celebration in the Church calendar.

N Purple vestments are worn by the priest during Lent.
' The Gloria and alleluia are not prayed at Mass during Lent.
. Lent comes for the word “lente” which means springtime.

. Many people promise to do something during Lent to help them to be more like
Jesus. Sometimes they give up something they like, they fast from sweets, or
television. Other people promise to do something like being kinder, going to Mass,
saying prayers or to put money in the Trocaire box to remind them to help others
who are not as lucky as they are.

. What we do during Lent helps us to get ready for Easter.

st Wednesday

Ash Wednesday is the First Day of Lent. On Ash Wednesday people are asked to fast.
On Ash Wednesday the priest blesses the ashes and uses them to make the sign of the
cross on our foreheads. The priest or minister says 'turn away form sin and be faithful to
the Gospel’, or similar words. Wearing ashes is a sign that a person is going to make an
extra special effort during Lent to use his/her gifts for the good of others.

=1
I m lre Malita's twins, Patrick and Patricia (age 12),

Working for a just world. fetch water from the nearest well,
Malita and four of her children live in Malawi, a country b o J
with extremely high levels of poverty. Called the "Warm '
Heart of Africa’, it's a land where life is already a struggle, .
and where people must contend with limited access to A

healthcare, clean water and food. &
Every day, Malita or her daughters Patricia and Margaret %
have to walk for hours to fetch water from the nearest &
well, "We have to go early to try to get water before the |
animals use it and contaminate it,” says Malita. "Even so,
every couple of months one of the children will get sick in A
their stomach”. n _
Malita’s family is incredibly strong and resourceful, still | ok f
determined to wall to fetch water and to walk the long .

distances to school. And Malita earns a living through FH&H'NG WAER
f ' d heri fi d. Yet life is b i

sl “Thi foos T g T4 anly_ uséd fo the:ferly andit IS A DAILY STRUGGLE
NI SR e Eya, e e S e
“There are times we eat twice a day and times we e

eat only once.”
Maybe during Lent, think about Malita and her family.




February 11", the feast of Our Lady of Lourdes and also World
day of Prayer for the sick. Behind many hall-doors in our
Parish and throughout the length and breadth of our Country,
there are people who are sick; men and women, young and
old; and more children than yvou might imagine. Some of them
are confined to bed or to wheelchairs. Others, In spite of the
limitations posed by their sickness, continue to go to work, do
the shopping and play an active part in the life of their
community. Each person’s story is unigque. Many of them are
stories of great courage.

These days, when we think about healthcare, we often think of
new technology and new drugs. These are important, but
healthcare is first and foremost a relationship of trust, When
people are sick, they often discover in a new and more
profound way, how much they depend on others, It is a useful
lesson for all of us to learn, even if we would hope not to have
to become sick in order to do so. Part of the story of every
sick person is that relationship of trust with family members,
friends, neighbours, carers, nurses, doctors, radiographers,
physiotherapists, ambulance crews, priests and ministers
of Holy Communion. It is a relationship in which love is
expressed in generous service and care.

The Feast of Our Lady of Lourdes, if you are familiar with the
story of the apparitions of Our Lady to Bernadette at Lourdes,
yvou might wonder what the connection with healing is. It Is
true that Bermadetta was not a very healthy child and Mary
seems to have been very kind to her. Bernadette was not
treated as an ignorant child from a poor family might expect
to be treated. Mary spoke to her as a child of God. This
reminds ws, as Pope Francis says in his Message for this World
Day of the Sick, that every person is, and always remains, a
human being, and is to be treated as such. The sick and thosea
who are deeply vulnerable, have their own inalienable dignity
and mission in life.

I think, when Mary is present, Jesus is never far away. When
she asks his help on our behalf, He listens to her. We see this
when Jesus responds to the request of His Mother, to bring
some joy back inte the lives of the young couple at the
Wedding Feast In Cana, The message of Lourdes, essentially,
is that God loves us and that he comes to find us wherever we
are, but especially in our weakness and in our smallness. The
challenge of Lourdes is that we allow ourselves to be small, to
be vulnerable and to receive whatever gift God wants to give
us. In the years after the apparitions, Bernadette devoted her
own life to prayer and the care of the sick, as a Sister of
Charity of Mevers. She was never very healthy herself and she
died of tuberculosis while she was still quite young. It may
seem surprising that Bernadette never took the opportunity to
return to Lourdes seeking a cure for her illness.,

I think she realised that she had already been healed. Through
her encounter with Mary the Mother of Jesus, her whole |ife
had been changed. One of the things I have often noticed in
Lourdes is that the sick bring healing to the healthy, through
their attitude of patience and prayverfulness. Those who come
te Lourdes in the whole of their health discover a new
humility, and go home with a fresh appreciation of the qift of
life. This is the kind of conversion that Mary spoke about to
Bernadette. Miracles of physical healing do happen at Lourdes,
but they are the “icing on the cake®. The healing that comes
from the love of God and of Mary His Mother touches people in
many different ways.

Time to Think!

Blessings on all who care for the sick

World ey

"THE GREATEST AMOUNG YOU
MATTREW 100

e o]

It then overflows to touch the lives of others. It happens in a
particular way in Lourdes, but it is not limited to Lourdes. It
can happen in your home, in your hospital, or anywhere that
people learn to see themselves and one another as the
children of God.

I am wvery conscious that, in spite of all the good people who
waork in our healthcare system, the system itself is sick and in
rneed of healing. Most people say that, once you get into the
system, the care Is very good, but getting in Is a major
problem. Many of you who work in hospitals and nursing
homes, operate under encrmous pressure and with facilities
that don't always measure up to what is required. When the
sick have to wait too long for treatment and when those whao
care for the sick themselves become sick from stress, it is
perfectly reasonable to feel angry. But it is important that we
don't take our anger out on one another. In this situation too,
it is love that heals. Anger is an energy that, with wisdom and
love, can be converted into a power which changes structures.
As we pray for those who are sick, and for those who care for
the sick, let us pray, especially today, for the wisdom to know
how to bring that gift of healing to the healthcarse system
tself. Qur local Hospital in Portlagise, Kilkenny and indeed
community hospitals are an essential service and an essential
lifesaving one, which must never be compromised.

One of the most profound statements made by Jesus, was "I
have come not for the healthy but for the sick”. Jesus had a
powerful empathy and courageous outreach, to those who
longed for healing. His love touched the wounds of the leper,
his presence, brought Peace of Mind to many overwhelmed by
anxiety and mental iliness. God's presence, to those who carry
burdens physical, spiritual, emaotienal is truly one that can
offer healing and transformation. all of us carry strengths and
weakness, we are all marked by the wvicissitudes of our life
story, Empathy is the ability to reach out and connect with
love to others. I pray in 2 special way for all who care for the
sick, Carers in the family context who provide selfless and
constant attention to vulnerable people are the true heroes in
Irish society,

"Take my hand O Blessed Mother, Hold me firmfy lest I fafl, I
am nervous when [ am walking. and to thee I fumbly call.
Guide me over every crossing. Watch me when I am on my
way, Let me know you are beside me, Listen fto my frequent
prayers. Bring me to my destination, safely every single day,
Helo me with my understanding, as the hours pass away. And
when evening fals uoon me, and I fear to be alona, Take my
Aand O Blessed Mother, and once again guide me Hhomea”

Fr. Paddy invites you to folfow fim on Twitter @frpaddybyme, now over 31,800 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or feave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www. portiaoiseparish.ie/articles
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-« Gradual exposure to water, with support from
parents can help build a baby's confidence.

+ Most importantly, baby swimming should
be enjoyable for both the baby and the parent

Swim Academy

« Swim provides essential water safety skills

« Boosts self-confidence and discipline in children

« Preparation to progress to the next levels of
Swim Academy

Rookie Lifeguard

(Suitable for children between 8-12 years old)

* Learn new Livesaving skills:CPR & First Aid.

* (Opportunity to explore water safety

* Independence and confidence while
learning vital life skills

NPL( National Lifeguard

Qualification
(12-16 years old, following for Rookie lifequard)

« The NPLQ is recognised around the
world, so potential to work and travel

: - Practical pool assessment

* Opportunity to learn water + Theory Assessment for all three sections

safety skill _ - Learn essential life skills, including First
* Improve confidence while having fun Aid and CPR.
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Adult Swimming
Lessons

* Beginner, Intermediate and
Advancend
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Elizabeth Simpson
née Houlihan
Borris Road and formerly
St. John's Square, Portlaoise

Ak

Stephen O’Sullivan
St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise

Peggy Hyland
née Whelan
Moses Lane, Dublin Road,
Portlaoise

(1)

F

ik

Paddy Dalton

St. John's Square,
Portlaoise

(1]

Fven fﬁmyﬁ 9 walk fﬁf"ﬂ@ﬁg the darkest
valley, 9 fear no evil; for you are with me;
Your rod and your ffaff = fﬁgﬁr cam,/ﬂrf me.

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death notice at www.portiaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

? In Loving Memory of '?

Also remembering Hugh's wife Josie whose birthday

? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE l

But there is an ache within our hearts that will never go away

Fappy Bithday to cun beloved MHother g 7\ e
From all her loving family. f ' #

? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE '
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Dr. HUGH (Hugo) GATH

Elm Lawn, Portlacise and Kilcormac, Offaly
4th Anniversary occurred 8t February 2024,

LS

Just a thought of sweet remembrance
Just a memory, sad and true
Just the love and sweet devotion
Of the anes wha think of you.
Will those who think of Hugh today,
A little praver to [esus say.
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Loved and missed by all his
foving family and friends.

Rest in Reace FCugh .
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occurred recently R.ILP.
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In Loving Memory of our Wonderful Mother *
BERNADETTE COYNE

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
Birthday occurs 11t February 2024

If Roses grow im Heaven Lord
Please pick a bunch for us
Place them in our Mother's arms
And tell her they are from us
Tell her that we love and miss her
And when she turns to smile
Place a kiss upon her cheek
And hold her for a while
Because remembering her is easy
We do it every day
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Clay CBernic’s gentle soul ¥ 1 -
Rest in Beace
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In Loving Memory of a Dear Sister

BERNIE COYNE

Boughlone, Portlacise, Co. Laois.
Birthday occurs 11" February 2024

Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure,

You are foved beyond words and
missed beyond measure.
Happy Birthday Bernie

Deeply loved, sadly missed and always
remembered by your sister Kitty,
brother-in-law Donie and your sisters Mary,
Peqggy and Trish and brothers-in-law,

Rest in Reace SBernie

L

WL

b

b L WL L

(1)
L



ik
(Y

dib L1 L1 L1 L1 L1] ik ik ik ik ik ik (1) (1)
"

Ak

Ak

ik

Ak

=

ik

L1

ik

ik

(1)

ik

(1)

ik

(1)

dk

(1)

ik
WL

% ACKNOWLEDGEMENT &

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of

BREDA (Birdie) LANGTON
21 The Glebe, Stradbally
% On this her first anniversary, Birdie's
husband, Sean and family wish to
extend their sincere thanks and
gratitude to family, neighbours and
friends who visited our home,
altended the wake, funeral Mass and
burial, as well as those who sent
Mass cards and messages of
condolence.
A special word of thanks to Fr. Kelly
and all the priests who
concelebrated in the funeral Mass.
Also to Fr. Paddy Byrne who was a great support to
Birdie over the years. Many thanks to John Maher and
his daughters for the beautiful singing and Lynch Funeral
Directors for their kindness and professionalism.
We are truly grateful to the staff of the oncology units in
5t James Hospital and the Midland Regional Hospital,
Tullamore who looked after Birdie so well during her
illness. To the staff of the Cedar Clinic, Hughes' Chemist
and the Cuisle Centre, we appreciate the kindness and
care shown to Birdie over the vears. Heartfelt thanks to
the Palliative Care team and Night Nursing Service for the
comfort and dignity they brought to Birdie's final days.
Thank you to those who formed Guards of Honour and to
Park Ratheniska GAA Club and Stradbally GAA Club who
provided great assistance during the wake and funeral,
To all of the local businesses who sent refreshments to
the house, thank you.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
please accept this acknowledgment as our token of
appreciation,
Birdie's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church
of the Sacred Heart, Stradbally at 11.30am on Sunday 18t

February.
Rest in Reace SBirdie

? In Loving Memory of ?
' PETER ALLEN '
Eyne, Portlavise.
26™ Anniversary occurs 1o February 2024.
Softly the leaves of memory fall,
Crently we gather and freasure
them all.
Thoughts today, Memaries forever.

Lovingly remembered and sadly
missed by Bridie and all your
loving family xxx

&

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

3" Anniversary occurs 17" February 2024,

Sadly missed by your loving family and friends.

18 §t. John’s Sq. Portlacise, 12t Anniversary.

F Along the road of suffering, you

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter &
Paul's Parish Church on Tuesday 13t February at 10am.

Love you always Mam, from your loving daughters

ik

In Loving Memory of
EILEEN PHELAN

New Road, Portlaoise.

h b b
AL L) ¥

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts, Peter & Paul's Parish
Church, on
Sunday 18™ February at 11.15am.

In God’s care you rest above,
In our hearts you rest in love,
Never more than a thought away,
Loved and remembered everyday.
In Heaven you rest,
Mo worries or pain,
God bless you...until we meet again.
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Rast in RBeave Zileon

In Loving Memory of
SHEILA HARNAN WHELAN

Doirefea, Ballydavis, Portlaoise.
3 Anniversary occurs 18th February 2024

L4

3rd Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
Assumption, the Heath, on
Sunday 18 February at 9.30am.

Sheila, you are forever in our
thoughts and prayers.

L

Sadly missed by her loving family,
|ohn, Sharon, Seamus, Nicoli,
Siobhan, Fr. Nick, Fr. Jim,
grandchildren, relatives
and [riends.

Rast in Reave Ndheila

In Loving Memory of ?
MARY CONROY

L L T L L i

oL

For a Wonderful Mum

found a little lane, that took you up

to Heaven, and ended all your pain.
You may be out of sight,
We may be worlds apart,

But you are always in our prayers
and forever in our hearts.
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Marie, Phil and Josephine. '
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Note of Thanks and Acknowledgement

L1
L

In Loving Memory of Pat Hooban, Cherrygarth, Portlaoise.
Died 20" February 2023

L

i
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L

1% Anniversary Mass for Pat will be celebrated in St Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
on Saturday 17" February at 6.30pm.

L1
Ll

ik
L

Poilin and Emma wish to thank everyone who called to Cherrygarth, attended at Pat's rosary,
removal, requiem mass and burial, those who sent mass cards, texts and touching messages of
condolence, and those who watched the service online, thought of Pat and prayed for him. A
particular thanks to the Hooban and Delaney families, neighbours, work colleagues, friends and the
people of Portlacise, Ballyfin and beyond, for their support throughout Fat's illness and indeed
through this past year of grief and sadness.
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We wish to acknowledge, in a special way, Pat's wonderful friends and loyal customers who were
there for him always and supported him with such care and understanding. We are forever deeply
grateful.
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A most heartfelt thanks to the doctors, nurses and teams in The Cedar Clinic, Tallaght Hospital,
Portlaoise Hospital, Tullamore Hospital, Renal Units in Portlacise and Tullamore, and The Cuisle
Centre, who looked after Pat with such dedication. Sincere thanks to Jim and Deirdre Murphy, and
their team, in Hughes Pharmacy, for their kind attention over the years.
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Thank you to Monsignor John Byrne and Father Joe Brophy for celebrating Pat’s Requiem Mass, and
for the Monsignor's thoughtful tribute. We extend a special word of thanks to Muala Kelly for her
well-chosen hymns and beautiful music. Further, we are grateful to Michelle, Declan and all of the
staff at the Parish Centre for their quiet helpfulness.
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Heartfelt thanks to the local Garda Siochana and residents of Cherrygarth who helped control traffic
at Pat’s wake and on his final journey.
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We extend deep gratitude to the guards of honour from Cherrygarth Residents Association,
Portlaoise Rugby, Portlaoise GAA and Ballyfin GAA Clubs for their thoughtful and dignified guards of
honour,

b
WL

Sincere thanks to John Moloney, undertakers, for their professionalism and courtesy to us and to
Adrian Dunne and his team of gravediggers for preparing Pat's final resting place with such care.

b
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We are conscious that there are others who helped in many ways, and though we have not named
you here, please know that your kindness will always be remembered.

(1)
WL

The holy sacrifice of the Mass has been offered for all of you.

Sadly missed by Pailin and Emma, Pat’s brothers and sisters and all who knew him.
Rest in Peace.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of

DES CARROLL
Beladd, Portlaoise.

Des’ wife Margaret and daughters
Gwen, Yvonne, Deirdre and Tracey
together with his brothers, sons-in-
law, sisters-in-law, brothers-in-law
and grandchildren, wish to thank
all those who sympathised with
them on the recent sad loss of Des.
YWe offer our heartfelt thanks
to our wonderful Larkin and
Carroll family members, friends,
neighbours and well wishers who
: attended the wake, Mass and burial
to give Des the send off he deserved, and for those who
provided emotional and practical support for us at this
difficult time. For those who travelled long distances,
telephoned, sent floral tributes, Mass cards and
messages of condolences, or followed the Mass by
wehcam, we are truly grateful.
Thank you te Monsignor John Byrne for the very
personal Mass to celebrate Des' life and to Heather
Fogarty for the beautiful music; to Fr. Adriano and
Fr. Petru who prayed with Des in the hospital and
Fr. Simon who officiated over the Rosary at the wake
and the burial prayers. A special thanks to Michelle in
the Parish office for her kindness and guidance.
We would like to thank the retired members of
An Garda Siochana who formed the lovely guard of
honour outside the Church after the funeral Mass. We
know Des would have been very proud.
A special word of thanks to the staff on the Dunamaise
Ward in MRH Portlaoise who attended to and treated
Des with such care and dignity; Dr. Simon Honan and
the team at Maryborough Clinic and to Marie and
Debbie his carers who looked after Des with kindness
and good humour.
To Mathew Keegan Funeral Directors for their
kindness, compassion and the dignity shown to Des
and support to us as a family.
To those who helped in any way, your contribution
made our loss more bearable.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as
an expression of our deepest gratitude.
The Holy Sacrifice of Mass with be offered for your
intentions.
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In Loving Memory of &
BRIDGET FINGLETON &

Late of Park, Stradbally
15t Anniversary occurs 14t February 2024.

L
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Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the
Church of Sacred Heart,
Stradbally, Saturday
17th February at 6.30pm.
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We also remember
Bridget's sister Mary,
whose anniversary
occurs at this time.
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Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by
your loving family and friends.

CMay CBridget & CMary Rest in Raace
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In Loving Memory of £
MARGARET (Peggy)
KELLY

1 Mountrath Road, Portlacise.
20nd Anniversary occurs 16" February 2024,

WL
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Anniversary Mass will
be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church, Sunday
18t February at 10am.

Will those who think of

Peggy today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.
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Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by
her loving husband and family.
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THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
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< For the perfeci tribute card for your loved one

(= our bespoke nemarial cards,

Crente o collage of images llasirating
the Iife of yonr loved ane with our

expert Desizn Team,
Al vur Cards are individually desigred
nnique keepsakes, with ne hidden charges

for aditiomal plotos or inrages. g
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In Loving Memory of

MADGE McEVOY
Capaley, Portlavise.
6" A FREVERSUTY OCCHrs 13" Febru ary 2024,
Much loved and cherished Mother, Grandmother and Great-grandmother.

(1]

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
sunday 11"™ February at 12:30pm.
Just a prayer from the family who loved
you, just a memory fond and true,

In our hearts you will live forever,
Because we thought the world of you.

(1]

Sadly missed and always remembered by;
Sarahann, Ailish, Mary, Joe, Breda and their families.

May Madge Rest in Reave

In Loving Memory of

LARRY (Lm:mm*e) MecDONALD
45 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
12% Anniversary occurs 13" February 2024
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish
Church this Sunday 11t February at 11.15am.
(yome are the days we used 1o share,
But in our hearts you are always theve,
The gates of memory will never close,
T miss you more than anyone kmows,
With tender love and deep regret,
We wio fove you will never forget.
Sadly missed by his loving wife
Margaret, sons Maurice, Paul, Gregory,
grandchildren and great-grandchild.

Rest in Reave Larry
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In Loving Memory of
JOSS ROBINSON

132 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
2nd Anniversary occurs 12th February 2024
Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Sunday
11tk February at 11.15am.
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We think of vou in silence, we often
spealk your name, but all we have are
memaries and a picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit,
We put flowers there with care, but no one knows
our heartache as we turn and leave you there.

Lovingly remembered and sadly missed by
His wife Peg, sons foseph and Michael, daughters
Jackie and Margaret and granddaughters.

Rast in Peace oJoss
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In Loving Memory of
THOMAS ROBINSON

Beladd, Portlaoise.
12t Anniversary occurs 15% February 2024.
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May the God of love and mercy,
Care for our foved one that is gone,
And bless with consolation,
Those left to carry on.
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Abvays remembered by
your loving family.

Rest in Reave Com

In Loving Memory of ?
AIDAN BYRNE

Borris Little, Portlaoise.
1st Anniversary occurs 13 February 2024,
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Anniversary Mass will be

celebrated in Sts. Peter &

Paul's Parish Church, on

Saturday 10t February
at 6.30pm.
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Thinking of you every day,
A memory that will never

fade away,

You made our lives so much

better, in our hearts
forever and ever.
A blanket of love given by you,

We cherish the memories always.
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Sadly missed and always remembered by your
loving wife Nellie, sons John and George,
daughter Esther and all his loving family.

Rt in Reave Aidan
¢ ¢

In Loving Memory of
21t Anniversary occurred 7th February 2024
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HELEN PHELAN née Moore

We won't forget you,
We won't even try,
We miss you more,

As time goes by.
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Loved and remembered always
by Pat, Catherine, Teresa, Mary
and families.
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT &

FIRST ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of

SEAN CLEAR
Late of Farren Cross, Ballacolla, Co. Laois

Tom, Julie, Ella, Grandad Jerry, and
Granny Mary, together with the
extended Martin and Clear families,
wish to express our heartfelt
gratitude and appreciation to all
who sympathised with us on the
sad and sudden loss of our
beautiful Sean.
A sincere thank you to all who
visited our home, send cards of
sympathy or messages of condolences, attended the
funeral, and travelled long distances. Equally to those
who could not travel but kept us in their thoughts and
prayers and who participated online, we are truly
grateful.
A special word of thanks to our great friends,
neighbours, and the whole community of Ballacolla,
Clough and Aghaboe who hugged and cried with us,
kept us fed, made tea, and parked cars.
To Clough/Ballacolla GAA Club, Clough Ballacolla
Camogie Club and Sean’s farming community friends
for their guard of honour at the funeral.
To Sheelagh Maher and her team, thank you for all the
lovely food provided on the day and to the hall
committee for having the hall looking great.
To the emergency services in New Zealand and
Abbeyleix Garda, especially Mick Carey, thank you for
your help and compassion. To Colin Bell and the Kevin
Bell Repatriation Trust who brought Sedn home, we
will forever be indebted to you. To Sean's friends who
made the long journey home with him, thank you.
To our friends at John Phelan's Funeral Directors and
their dedicated team for their kindness, compassion
and support and to those who prepared Sedan’s final
resting place we thank you most graciously,
To Fr. Noel Maher P.P. for his support and kindness to
our family, Martin Delaney for his beautiful music and
Mary Dunphy our great friend and sacristan, thank
you.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually for their support and kindness, please
accepl this acknowledgement as an expression of our
deepest gratitude and appreciation.
The Holy Sacrifice of Mass will be offered for your
intentions.
Sean’s 1# Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the
Church of the Immaculate Conception, Ballacolla, on
Saturday 10% February at 7pm.
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Jlone Gentrie

Five Generations in Stone Cutting
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlaoise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.
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Unigque Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.
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Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.
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Unit 3B Clonminam
Business Park . |
Portianise, Co. Laois.  Tel: 057 B6E0258 ~--
R32 DWH Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlaoisestone.ie "

+ KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaocise.

Contact Matthew
087-2549195

David 087-2369887
HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaocise.

{opposite the E.S5.B. and Condell tractors)
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Contact;

057-B8620567

PAUL; 0B7-2562137 :
MNIALL;

086-2770095
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The Parish Sh op

At the Parish Centre
Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

WE STOCK A WIDE RANGE OF
CARDS AND GIFTS FOR CONFIRMATION

Prayer Books - Rosary Beads - Rosettes
Personalised Cards and Candles
Photo Frames - Gift Sets - Bookmarks
Sterling Silver Necklets, Chains and Crosses
Keepsake Boxes for those cherished memories
Confirmation Certificates

Confirmation Dates;
Portlaoise Parish 23r1/24t% February. Raheen/Shanahoe 22 February.




Results for
8" February 2024

(02)(18) (20) (24)

No €11,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Nicole Allbooks
Goretti & Eddie Whelan 14 Tony Cahill
Mary Dunne Match Paul Dooley
Kitty Gowing 3s Parish Centre
Monica Smith Receive Parish Centre
Peter Doolan €72 Lotto Gift

Lily Mooney anch Lotto Gift
Noel Dwyer Peter Ryan

Anne Brennan
Parish Centre

Veronica Ken & Bridget Byrne
Paul Dunne

Carmel & Sean Carmel Whelan
Greg & Annette Greg Keenan
Paula Ford Philip Fagan

Colm & Noel McGrath Margaret McGrath

Play PARISH

LEOLOOO

OMNMLINE

wwiun, portisoiseparish, ie

d@PortlaciseParis

Follow Us 9
& Like Us O

portlaociseparishlaois

Next Week’s Jackpot is €12,000

Sixth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Leviticus 13:1-2. 44-46 | Psalm 31:1-2. 5. 11
1 Corinthians 10:31-11:1 | Mark 1:40-45

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.

. Tel: 057 8621142

-

@

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

!‘_E‘ Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

-
y

: Deacon Eugene Keyes
L8 Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - Spm Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and paolicies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 3am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

{sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 8600119
All Masses and services from the Parlsh Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

Iirl Secretary: Julie Conroy
L' Monday to Thursday
llamto 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



At 10am Mass today (Sunday 11" Feb.) Bishop Denis will celebrate Mass and rededicate Holy Cross
Church Ratheniska. Dating back to 1800 this Church has served the Ratheniska area of our parish for
224 years. It is the oldest of our three Churches in the parish and the last to be refurbished. Please

God the recent works will ensure the future of the building and its service as a Church for decades and
even centuries to come. The work included a new roof, new Altar furnishings, new heating system,
complete renewal of electrical services, an extension to the Sacristy enabling a space for Altar servers

and a more dignified entry to the Church for the celebrant.

We are very grateful to AOCA, and particularly Pamela Weldon, who served as engineers and project
managers for the work, To Pat McBride Construction and his team and sub-contractors for the
building works; Glen O’Shaughnessy, Portlacise Gas & Oil for new underfloor air to water, heating
system; John Cahill Electrical; James Hackett for sound system: Acton BV for webcam and streaming
services: ICS (Irish Contract Seating) for the refurbishing of the pews; Terry Swayne of Portlaoise Stone
Centre, for the new floor and the handling and placing of the Altar, Ambo and Reredos (the Altar is
over 3 ton weight). Special thanks to the Mercy Sisters for the Sanctuary furnishings (Altar, Ambo,
Reredos, Tabernacle and Cross), originally placed in the nun’s chapel, Templemore which was being
decommissioned. These are works by the late artist Richard Enda King and fit beautifully into Holy
Cross Church.

We welcome Bishop Denis who will lead the joyful celebrations today as we thank God for those who
gave us this Church and took care of it down through the ages and for all who worshipped here. That it
may serve as a little oasis of prayer as well as facilitating our coming together to worship.

Church of the Holy Cross, Ratheniska By o Rl P
Date of Church: 1800
Style: Cruciform
Building Pastor: Fr. James O'Neill PP
Ratheniska (Rath an Uisce,
Fort/Rath of the water)

St. Aonghus, born ¢.750, studied at the monastery of Clonenagh. He came to live the life of a hermit in Dysart,
overlooking Ratheniska. He erected a cell there known as Diseart-Aonghusa. At Tallaght he wrote his famous
work: the ‘Féilire Aonghusa’

The site for the church was given by Lord Castletown. The church is a small building typical of the period.



