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First Sunday #
of Lent \

REOPENING OF HOLY CROSS CHURCH RATHENISKA

1l

A full congregation gathered last Sunday for
a rededication Mass celebrated in the beautifully
refurbished Church of the Holy Cross, Ratheniska.

Bishop Denis with concelebrants Msgr. John,
Fr. Kevin O’Rourke (hidden), Fr. Nick Harnan and
Fr. Ciprian.

More photos: page 15 and our website.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaoiseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Like Uso fb.com/portlaoiseparishlaois

fb.com/portlaoiselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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It's
Tempting
|l What are you
giving up for
Lent? Chocolates

smoking
television ... wine?

A It's tempting to

think that Lent is about saying a few extra prayers
and giving up sweets or alcohol, but in truth, we are
in serious danger of trivialising Lent. This forty-day
journey with Jesus is so much more than resisting a
few bad habits.
The Spirit drove Jesus out into the desert, and he
remained there for forty days to be alone and
consider his priorities away from distractions. Whilst
he was there, Satan confronted him with all the
temptations we lesser mortals are great at falling for

. the promise of wealth, fame, power, and worldly
success. Having overcome Satan’s temptations, Jesus
emerged all the stronger, and proclaiming God’'s
gospel.
This Lent we are invited to share Jesus’ wilderness
experience. Over the next forty days, we are
challenged to retreat into our own wilderness and
face our demons. The power of evil seeks us out in
our weaknesses. Lent is a time when we can
strengthen the areas in our life that show weakness.
Lent is a time when we can change our sinful habits,
change our minds about the way we live and decide
what we are really about. The wilderness is a place
where we can be tested, where we can get to know
ourselves better and grow in maturity.
The theme of today’s gospel is the close link between
the preparation by Jesus in the desert and the start
of his preaching. Lent has an end result. What end
result are we preparing for? In what ways could we
emerge all the stronger by Easter? Could this Lent
provide the starting point we need to change the
direction in our lives?

Mass times for the coming week

(Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday - Friday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

Stations of the Cross
Friday evenings during Lent
after 7.30pm Mass in Parish Church.

LENTEN STATIONS

For the support of our Priests
Envelopes are available in Church porches for
those who haven’t got Development Boxes and
wish to contribute to the Priests Collection. You
can drop this envelope in one of the collection
boxes provided in our Churches or returning to
the Parish Centre during Lent.

Trocaire Boxes are available in the
Church porches or you can pick up a
box in the Parish Centre.

Thank You!

This Lent

Lent comes each vyear in
three different cycles. This
Lent we follow the gospel
for the ‘Year B’ cycle. As the
wisdom of the readings of LENT
the following weeks unfurl,

we are invited to confront and overcome the
temptation in our lives that prevents us from
living the gospel. We are reminded that life
is full of daily choices. What negative aspects
do we need to drive out of our lives before we
can make those choices? To motivate us
when the demands of the gospel seem
altogether too difficult, we are given a
glimpse of God’s glory and reminded that with
death comes resurrection. Finally we are
reminded that we must all ‘die to self’ ..like
the grain which must die in order to bear
fruit, so too must we always humbly put the
needs of others before our own.




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

=<\
( =) Full Range Of Fresh xoms FISH .o Available 7 days a week!

Mulhall’s Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall’'s SuperValu. Phone 057 86 21044
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AUDIOLOGIST T ¢
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

(28+ years experience with Private &
Public Sector)

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www.kilmartinaudiology.ie

**STRICT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES**

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE Bsc Msc miscp NICOLA CALDBECK Bsc miscp MAACP
CONOR BOLTON Bsc msc miscp

Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Services include
Manual Therapy
Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping
Home Visits
Dry Needling
Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Mon: 9:30am -5:40pm Thurs: 9:00am -6:30pm
Tues: 9:00am -6:50pm Fri:  8:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 9:00am -5.30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regards, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic
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CELEBRATE
WITH US

Create memorable moments
at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise!

et’ i i (o)
Let’sraise a toast tomilestones EINGRR FEOOD A COURBE MBAL

that make life extraordinary: PACKAGES PACKAGES
> Babyshowers € £3

> Christenings ISPP 5PP
> Communions e

> Confirmations £I Bpp
> Birthdays

> Anniversaries

We offer tailored menus,option for
private room hire and celebrating child
always dines complimentary.

Terms & conditionsapply

057 869 5900
sales.portlacise@maldronhotels.com HOTEL
maldronhotelportlaoise.com PORTLAOISE

HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL PARENTS COUNCIL
ARE HOLDING A RAFFLE WITH A PRIZE OF A €1,000
GIFT VOUCHER FOR CENTRE PARCS LONGFORD.

THE VOUCHER CAN BE USED TOWARDS THE COST OF
YOUR STAY, RESTAURANTS OR A SPA EXPERIENCE.

TICKET PRICES ARE:

1 TICKET FOR €10
OR
3 TICKETS FOR €20

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED DRAW TAKES PLACE ON
BY FOLLOWING THE LINK MARCH 20TH 2023.
HERE OR ALL MONEY RAISED

SCANNING THE QR CODE WSS S
UNDERTAKEN BY THE PARENTS COUNCIL

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

&

FIFTYSEVEN

Boutique & Gift Emporium
Athy & Durrow

Our Durrow Store is
Moving...

“*New Durrow Store opening March

ala afa
ww

2024
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BREEN STEEL SHEDS

STEEL SHEDS CATTLE CRUSHES ALL WEATHER CLOTHESLINES

Various sizes of Cattle Crushes and all weather Clotheslines available to order.

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle storage in
residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

Manufacturing Security Steel Frames for Windows and Doors.

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois | Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

@] Dunamase College [#&:
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= Colaiste Dhun Masc =

Dunamase College / Colaiste Dhun Masc invites 5th and 6th class
students and their parents & guardians to our upcoming Open
Nights.

Students and parents are welcome to come view what we have to
offer, from excellence in education, digital learning and all of our
extra curriculum activities.

Open Nights / Oicheanta Oscailte

Scan me:

Stream

: 057 86 646 96 H : info@dunamasecollege.ie. [.: www.dunamasecollege.ie




{‘ MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
@V GET YOURSELF NOTICED

EUBusiness
Irish Enterprise
Awards 2022

BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY
— MIDLANDS 2022

ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

PRINTER YOU NE

)‘LJ((JL\)‘ SES
PROMOTIONAL
TEMS'

GRAPHIC
DESIGN

WIDEFORMAIL
PRINTING

" (ORPORATE &
RETAIL PRINT

@

’~ VEHICLE

ED 10°RNOW

bUUR MAIL
PUBLICATIUN: b‘l,.;b’

r” JGURENMEN
GJCV:IJU PICK& PACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

House Calls Available

Dip FH Queen Margaret University, Edinburgh

.~ 083-4188753

mochuaprint.ie

o XD




MINDFULNESS

PROGRAMME
11.30am-12.30pm
12th February
6 Week Course
Booking Essential

EXCERCISECLASS

Gentle strengthening

exercise for cancer patients
12.45-1.30pm

12th February
Places Limited

6 Week Course

CREATIVE ARTS

CLASS
12th February
(6 Weeks)
Booking Essential
2.15pm-4.15pm

COUNSELLING
By appointment only

(" SUPPORT NURSE

AVAILABLE

By appointment
only

€
1 3
ENTITLEMENTS

A Citizens
Information Adviser
will give you
advice about the
financial help you
may be entitled
to and will help
you to navigate
the process. e.g.,
medical card
application etc

Block Road, Portlaoise,

Co Laois
057 8681492

www.cuislecancersupport.com
email: info@cuislecancersupport.ie

MEN’S SUPPORT

GROUP
10.30am-11.30am
Date to be confirmed

MINDFULNESS FOR

MEN
11.45am-12.30pm
13th February

PROSTHESIS & BRA
FITTING DAY

Spaces Available.
Booking Essential
13th February

GARMENT FITTING
Serra Nova
Tuesday, 5th March
Sleeve/Leg Garments
For Lymphoedema
Booking Essential

“LO0K 600D

FEEL BETTER”
Tuesday, 9th April
Booking Essential

Wednesdays

CHAIR YOGA
10am-11am
11.20am-12.20pm
Booking Essential
6 Week Course

ART
From 2-4pm

8 Week Course

BEREAVEMENT

COUNSELLING
By appointment only
Funded by Laois Hospice

MANUAL LYMPHATIC
DRAINAGE

A specialised gentle massage
for patients with Lymphoe-
dema, which may result from
surgery or radiotherapy.

By Appointment Only
Part Funded by

Laois Hospice

REFLEXOLOGY

REIKI
By appointment only

AQUA AEROBICS |

EVERY MONDAY
from 12.45-1.30pm - Booking Essential
IN PORTLAOISE LEISURE CENTRE

THIS CLASS IS FREE OF CHARGE AS IS ALL OUR SERVICES

STX
SRS
o B

! llI__||A
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Thursdays
THRIVE & SURVIVE
PROGRAMME

This is a self-management
programme for cancer
survivors with the aim of
improving their quality of
life to better manage daily
health.
(Developed by Standford
University)
10am-12 noon
29th February

Booking Essential

MINDFULNESS IN

MENOPAUSE
11.30am-12.30pm
8th February
Booking Essential
6 Week Course

CLIMB

PROGRAMME
Helping Children
Understand Cancer. This
programme is fun and
creative, using drama,
arts and play and aims to
help children cope with
a cancer diagnosis in the
family

SEPT 2024

FRIDAYS
TAI CHI

Tai Chi improves quality
of life, balance, agility,
flexibility and muscle tone
in cancer survivors. It may
also help reduce fatigue,
anxiety, depression, and
stress.

9.30-11am
8 Week Course

Booking Essential

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge



- M| PORTLAOISE WEEKLY
Hopeful Mind = YOGA CLASSES

Yoga HOPEFUL MIND YOGA WITH STEPH MCLAUGHLIN

: 6 - 6.50PM KIDS YOGA
o @l@ (8 TO 12 YEARS)
D\

: 7.15 - 8.15PM MINDFUL MONDAY
) ‘ MONDAY) vinvAsA YOGA

% @ 9@ 12.15-1PM LUNCH TIME YOGA
% H“nnv 1.15 -2PM LUNCH TIME YOGA
(RUNNING UNTIL THE 1ST OF MARCH)

LOCATION: WESLEY HALL PORTLAOISE
) ) ’ I ‘ ( ( (IN THE METHODIST CHURCH GROUNDS) R32 CTY4

Yoga Essentials Workshop
Starting 8th of March 2024
With Steph McLaughlin

Yoga Essentials is a workshop of 4 classes focusing on developing familiarity and confidence in key yoga
poses that support in developing strength, flexibility and mobility and leave us feeling good. Sun Salutations A
and B will be broken down and taught each week, alongside other key yoga poses. Classes will begin with
breath work and the practise of connecting breath to movement will underpin each class. Suitable for
beginners with reasonable fitness.

Ly

INSTAGRAM @HOPEFULMINDYOGA

PAY AS YOU GO
12 EURO ADULTS 10 EURO KIDS

SUITABLE FOR BEGINNERS WITH REASONABLE FITNESS

REFLEXOLOG

+ Appointments available in
Portlaocise & surrounding areas

Class runs each Friday at 1.15pm for 45 minutes over a course of 4 weeks.
Book onto the whole 4 week workshop for 40 euro or come for a drop in class for 12 euro.

Location: I:unumulurAnl Centre, cmllrch's:rsﬂ, ;orlluolu,;;z‘:asl’ * H O u Se Ca | IS a ISO aVa i I a ble
Bookonline at: Contact Margaret 086-1643346
www.Hopefulmind.ie

Member of the Irish Reflexologist’s Institute Ireland

or contact via instagram or email

CHARITY
CONCERT

Along with the Clooney Family,
In Memory of Cathal Clooney

MANOR - SAT 2

HOTEL MARCH
ABBEYLEIX 8PM

A night of music , song and celebration. Finger food buffet.
Tickets €20 in aid of the Jack & Jill Foundation & Ehlers Danlos Syndrome (EDS).

Tickels available in local shops, Abbeyleix, & through Spink Comhallas
If you are unable to attend on the night but would like to contribute, contact any member of Spink
Comhaltas or donate through GoFundMe — see QR code.



ﬂb DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

WWww.dunkeenoil.je \

Locally owned and locally run
for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We
believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or
a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking
after your area. There has

. e 4 ' ] never been a be_tter t_ime  {o}
G T e — gt order your heating oil from

\ Dunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly

on 086 2904029 (any time)

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

W Oftenaskpeople to repeat themselves?
W Struggling to hear in noisy surroundings?
W People sayyou have the TV too loud?

Don’t miss out any more.

Arrange a free hearing test with your local
bonavox hearing specialists at O’Farrell Opticians
and start your journey to clearer hearing!

Free PRSI Grant Discreet
Callusnowon 1800480480 Hearing Eligibilty _ Digital
Please quote BX CH01 when calling. Tests Checks Technology

O’Farrell Opticians @ b OoNnNavox

Bull Lane, Portlaoise R32 Y522 hearing specialists




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger
and small tipping trailer for hire.
Richard 085-2529893

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING

e School Cleaning
e General House Cleaning
e Deep Cleaning
“ .« e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

087-9737073

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam

e Kerbing

e Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

DAVE CUNNINGHAM £&
CARPENTRY SERVICES ,\

Registered and fully insured
All aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Secondary glazing with instant results
Pergolas, fitted Kitchens, fitted
Slide Robes, supply and fit front and
back Palladio Doors
All Maintenance work undertaken

Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

Mountain View Eco Wood
FIREWOOD SALES

- Net bag hardwood logs €6

- Net bag kindle wood €3

- 20kg bags Coal now €15

- Free delivery

- Net bag softwood logs €4
- Trailer load logs (hardwood/softwood)
- Fuel Vouchers Available

CLARE’S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

M NOLAN

LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064

LOCKSMITHS

- Phone card or cash payments accepted 089-4890869 Shop: 05786-20135
Contact Fintan 087-7645855 | www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie www.jacknolan.ie
LAOIS COUNSELLING FIREWOOD Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive, FOR SALE & CAMERA SURVEYS

Confidential, Non-Judgemental
service in Abbeyleix.
Online counselling sessions
available also.

Trailer loads of
hardwood and softwood

Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.

Enquiries welcome. delivered. Contact Martin;

Tel. 085-8762314 Tel.; 085-2437088 087-9616098
S&R SERVICES ELECTRICIAN Join us in our
T : - weekly

Painting/Decorating AVAILABLE @ L

Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms

General Maintenance

087-4896429

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

ANOINTING FIRE
CATHOLIC MINISTRIES

Prayer Group
for Anointing
of Fire Catholic
Ministries. For more information
please call Noreen;

085-2689767




PROFESSIONAL PAINTER

AND DECORATOR

20+ Years Experience
Interior/Exterior

Residential/Commercial

Handpainted Kitchens

and Bespoke Furniture

Contact Gary Kelly;

086-0717172

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

FOR SALE
3 Speed Falcon Bike with
lights and two spare tyres
and tubes €480.

Also Insulated Aluminium
Hut for sale 10 foot x 6 x 7
€350. Contact Bill;
087-2476073

Get your Garden in
shape for 2024!

TILING SERVICES

e Floor and Wall Tiling
e Total Bathroom Refurbishment
e Walk-in Showers/Disabled
Bathrooms, including demolition,
re-construction, wiring and plumbing
e Ensuites added to existing rooms
No job too small

- Over 25 years experience 15
~Call John 087-9414439

COMPANION/CARE ASSISTANT
Family seeking part-time
Companion/Care Assistant for
elderly person in Portlaoise,
approx. 10-15 hours per week.
If interested, please e-mail;
companioncareassistant

Ernoen 000

Experienced in all types of
Garden Maintenance

@gmail.com
NEED A FOR SALE
PROFESSIONAL | joolz Buggy Travel System

(including Maxi Cosi Car
seat). Excellent condition,
one owner (non smoker),

CV-

Then look no

further!

€300 o.n.o.
Call Noreen now on; Contact Laura;
085-2689767 085-7704882

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | {)seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlaoise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre, new members always welcome
for friendship, fun and activities.

Monday 19" February; Bowls in St. Mary’s Sports hall at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.
Wednesday 21t February; Some people are going to Google headquarters for one to one help with smart phones,
laptops, note pads etc. and the remaining people will get some advice on preparing for Spring.

Thursday 22" February; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre Kilminchy at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.
For further information please contact P.R.O. Sheila at 087-6204617.

Results of Whist Drive held in Parish Centre on Tuesday, February 13';

Top Score Sheila Duff | 15t Lady Theresa Mulhare | 2"¥ Lady Maeve Morrissey | 1%t Gent Tom Dunne

2"d Gent Catherine Gavin & Christy Fitzpatrick | 1%t Half Mary Gowing | 2" Half Bridie Kennedy

Raffle: 1% C. Fitzpatrick, 2" Kit Farrell, 3 N. Delaney, 4" T. Kearns

Whist continues every Tuesday evening in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm.

Graiguecullen Bingo Tuesday 20" February in St. Fiacc’s Hall at 8.30pm; Jackpot on 50 numbers €2,130.
Double number €1,020, Lotto €550.

Monster Whist Drive in Clonbullogue Hall 3" March at 3pm in aid of Clonbullogue NS Parents Association;
Top Score €75, 1% Gent €30, 1% Lady €30, 2™ Gent €20, 2™ Lady €20, First Half €20, Second Half €20, Sitting Prize
€10, Student Prize €10, Low Score €10. Refreshments served, raffle for hamper, for details contact 087-9828876.
Dinner Dance; Carlow Region Pioneers are holding their annual dinner dance on Sunday 25™ February 2024 in the
Seven Oaks Hotel Carlow at 1.30pm. Tickets €30. Music by Teresa and the Stars. Please contact Eileen 086-1664471.
Easter Raffle; The Parents’ Association of Scoil Fionntdin Naofa, Shanahoe are organising an Easter Raffle with
excellent prizes ‘up for grabs’, which include; 1%t Prize; €800 Blue Book Voucher, choose a luxury getaway in one of
Ireland's top hotels. 2" Prize; Dinner for two in Ballyfin House worth €250 | 3™ Prize; €250 Dunnes Stores Voucher.
4 Prize; €100 Voucher for the Heritage Spa, Killenard. Ticket Prices: 1 for €10/4 for €20/12 for €50.

All details relating to the Easter Raffle can be found online at www.idonate.ie and put ‘Shanahoe Parents’ Association
Easter Raffle’in the search bar. All of the proceeds of the raffle will go towards purchasing additional levelled readers
for the pupils in our school which ensures that every child is reading books that are at their instructional reading level
and in turn enables all children to reach their full reading potential. Your support for this fundraiser would be greatly
appreciated as we work towards enhancing the literacy resources at the disposal of our pupils. Many thanks.
Registered Charity Number of Scoil Fionntdin Naofa, Shanahoe.: 20126124

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday-Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration).




Resisting Temptation

There was a bowl of sweets sitting on the coffee table in the living
room of Mary's house. Mary's mother noticed that she was looking at
the sweets and said, "Now, don't you eat any sweets until after dinner
or you will spoil your appetite." The sweets looked so good and the
temptation was so great. "Surely just one little piece won't hurt - and \(
) : " R
mother will never know the difference," Mary thought to herself. ;\(
Have any of you ever had an experience like that? Here is another
story which might sound familiar.
"Put away your books and take out one sheet of paper and a pencil," the teacher said. "We are
going to take our weekly spelling test." Johnny had an empty feeling in the pit of his stomach. He
knew that they were going to have a spelling test today, but he watched TV last night instead of
studying for the spelling test and he wasn't ready for the test. As the test began, Johnny looked
around the room and realised that he had a clear view of Sally's paper. "It won't hurt if I look at
Sally's paper just this once," Johnny thought to himself. "I promise — I'll never do it again and
nobody will ever know."
All of us have faced temptations such as these, haven't we? Did you know that Jesus was
tempted just as we are? The Gospel tells us that Jesus was led by the Holy Spirit into the desert
where he was tempted by the devil for forty days. Do you know what Jesus did when the devil
tempted him? He answered him with Scripture!
Jesus had not had anything to eat for forty days. He was hungry, and Satan knew he was
hungry, so he said to him, "If you are really the Son of God, turn these stones into bread."
Jesus could have easily done what Satan suggested, but he didn't. Instead, he answered, "It is
written, 'Man does not live by bread alone.™
Then the devil took Jesus up to a high place and showed him the worldly kingdoms below. "All of
this belongs to me," he said. "If you will bow down and worship me, I will give it to you."
Jesus answered, "It is written, 'Worship the Lord your God and serve him only.""
Next, the devil took Jesus to Jerusalem and led him up to the highest point on the temple. He
said to Jesus, "If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here. God will send his
angels to rescue you."
Again, Jesus quoted the Scripture, "'Do not put the Lord your God to the test."
Do you know what the devil did? He gave up! He said, "I'll come back and try another day."
Satan tempted Jesus just as he tempts you and me. Jesus resisted Satan's temptation, and we
can too, by answering him with Scripture.

My Prayer

- Dear Father, help us to learn what the Bible teaches us to do so
ﬂW‘ >, that when the devil tempts us, we can do what Jesus did —
AN . answer him with Scripture. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

P
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We know that Jesus spent forty days in
the desert fasting and praying. During
Lent we try to follow Jesus’ example by
doing something special to show how
much we love him and want to be like
him. This is not easy and sometimes it is
difficult to decide what we want to do and
even more difficult to keep doing it for
forty days.

There are three things that we are

asked to focus on during Lent. I ENT

PRAYING: Spend a little more time with God.

SACRIFICING: Giving up something that you really like.

ALMSGIVING: Giving to those who have very little or sharing
what you have with someone who needs it.

They are:
SOME OF THESE SUGGESTIONS MIGHT HELP YOU DECIDE WHAT TO DO:
I will shared a smile (T.\ I will pray for those who are hungry
I will help my mammy @ I will put some money in the Trocaire Box
I will write a letter to my nana I will pray for those who have died
I won’t eat sweets I will make a card for my granddad
I will play with my little brother/sister I will help my teacher
I will share my lunch with my friend I will cleaned my room without complaining
I will be patient I will be kind to someone &)
I will make a card for my mammy I will pray for those who are sick ',3!;\.{

I will eat my dinner I will share my pencils with my friends

I will help clean the kitchen I will put my litter in the bin

I will say thank you to Jesus (_’f':, I will help mind the baby
I will do what my teacher asked I will go to Mass
I will forgive someone who hurt me I will call my grandparents
I will give my daddy a hug I will pray for peace
I will read a story to my sist—- I will say ‘sorry’
. I'!n o000 AL ’
I will share my toys sorry... ©@_3 I will make my bed

I won’t watch television ' I will give away something that I like.
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We live in an instant culture. Perhaps the greatest
challenge of our time is to acquire the gift of patience.
We don't do waiting very well. Easter eggs are readily
available, since the end of December. The challenge of
lent, is to be countercultural. Perhaps a Lenten resolution
for 2024, is to grow in the gift of patience. Some gifts are
worth waiting for. Easter is one of them.

Lent is a season of reflection that leads us towards the
three days of the Triduum, culminating with the
celebration of Easter. It is a time to ask questions, a pause
time on a journey, a time when we might re-examine the
baggage we carry from month to month, maybe a time to
lighten the load. The third verse of a hymn from the late
Sixties, 'God'’s spirit is in my heart”has these words. “"Dont
carry a load in your pack, you dont need two shirts on
your back, a workman can earn his own keep, can earn his
own keep”. That just about sums up the story of our
journey. So the signing of the cross on our foreheads,
using ash from last year’s burnt palms is a reminder of
where we have come from and where we are headed and
the ever-present need to take stock. Lent is a time of
return, when that which was lost is found again and a new
beginning sought. The Yost sheep’is a recurring symbol of
our experience. A few years ago I came across a solitary
sheep cropping the roadside verge. It gave rise to these
few lines.

"It had strayed beyond the barbed fence, head down,

to graze the grass verge by the roadside.

Careless of traffic, a single sheep, carrying a rust-red stain
of identity, had walked away from the field flock.

Slowly it cropped the road edge unhurried,

waiting to be found”.

Saint Basil, known as the Great, was a fourth-century
bishop of the Eastern Church who was known for his care
for the poor. He was also the writer of a monastic rule of
life, which is still followed today by monks. He wrote a
short piece on fasting, which can help us to a wider
understanding of what it means; Do not limit the benefits
of fasting merely to abstinence from food, because a true
fast means refraining from evil. Lose every unjust bond,
put away your resentment against your neighbour, forgive
him his offences. Do not let your fasting lead only to
wrangling and strife. You do not eat meat, but you devour
your brother; you abstain from wine, but not from insults.
So all the labour of your fast is useless.

Maybe we could extend that idea a bit further. Why not do
some of these?

- Fast from anger and hatred. Give your family an extra
dose of love each day.

- Fast from judging others. Before making judgments,
recall how we wish God to overlook our faults.

- Fast from discouragement. Hold on to Jesus’ promise that
he has a mission for us in life. Whatever you give up for
Lent, don't let it be hope.

Time to Think!

Lent - A Time to Grow

This is the time of fulfillment.
The Kingdom of God is at hand.
Repent and believe in the Gospel.

MARK 1:15

- Fast from complaining. When you find yourself about to
complain, stop and recall some of the good things that
happened to you in your life.

- Fast from resentment and bitterness. Work on forgiving
those who have hurt you.

- Fast from spending too much money on yourself. Reduce
your personal spending and spend instead on the poor,
e.g. through Trocaire.

- In Lent don't just give up, take up. Take up prayer,
fasting and almsgiving. Give up sin and take up
repentance.

Aanain Thic ic A
LU pTyill ayaiil. o 1o a

above to build a personal relationship with Jesus Christ.
Lent can be a most profound and liberating personal
journey. Building a relationship that gifts our personal lives
to hope and indulge in a most resilient confidence, a
confidence that reminds us, no matter what happens we
are not alone. The light of Christ is brighter than any
clouds of despair or uncertainty. St. Paul reminds us, “With
God on our side who can be against Us”. Make the most of
this sacred season as an opportunity to grow in our
humanity. The more we accept our wounded selves the
more we grow in wholesomeness and peace of mind. When
this happens our vision and perspective becomes positive
and bright.

wiave an invikatinn A haain tirmaon
vwayo dil iivitauivii Liiic

The following is a lovely daily prayer for Lent...

I Will Turn

Lord, I will turn, turn my face towards you.

I will lay before you the desert areas I hide,

and turn to soak in your refreshing words of life.

I will cast aside the barren, selfish pursuits and turn to rest
in the tranquil warmth of your love.

I will draw back from the harsh pull of media and turn to
bathe in the gentle power of your Spirit.

Lord, today I turn my face towards you.

I will turn,

To soak in your words of life, to rest in the warmth of your
love, and to bathe in the power of your Spirit.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 31,800 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles



Reopening of Holy Cross Church in Ratheniska
11th February 2024

Two Important Ukrainian Anniversaries coming up this week
» g
s '\

2

20th February: ‘Angels of Memory’ Ukrainians will mark the
10th Anniversary of the massacre of 100 people involved in
a peaceful protest that ousted the country’s Russia friendly
president.

24th February: Ukrainians and supporters of Ukraine will
mark the second anniversary of Russia’s full scale invasion of

/ “}\

ﬁkrai/ﬁ rier;dship ﬂy

Worldwide Ukrainians will create paper cut-outs of Angels on white paper and placed on trees in memory of those
who gave their lives for freedom in 2014. In Portlaoise this will take place on a tree in the grounds of the Parish
Church on Tuesday next 20th February.

And on Saturday 24th the Ukrainian community will gather at that tree in the Church grounds after 10am Mass to
mark the 2nd Anniversary of Russia’s wholly unjustified and aggressive invasion of Ukraine that has cost thousands
of lives. Russia unleashed the first war in Europe in the 21st century. The world is again faced with a regime that
seeks to forcefully revise borders.

Ukraine’s victory is a guarantee of world stability.
You are invited to show solidarity with Ukraine and their efforts to repel this unjust aggressor.
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CLIMATE ACTION FUND
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of Ireland

You are invited to Slimate
CLIMATE ACTION PROJECTS oN
ONLINE WEBINAR | 7:00 PM pCl

Get inspired with examples of projects for your
community group to apply with to this fund.

Hear from climate action experts:

Dr Karen Moore: Community Climate Action Officer,
Laois County Council

Aoife Munn: community activator, lecturer and
environmentalist

To register email kmoore@laoiscoco.ie

Finish @ 8.30pm

: Y A Local Climate and
Community Energy Shopping and Recycling Envirarimiental Astion

Viartin Ryan Portlaoise Parish Lourdes Committee

Lawnmower Sales & Service PRESENTS

e Solo Ride-ons < Oleo-Mac
e Legacy < Weibang Lawnmowers

Adj. to

Portlaoise Golf Club
AVONDALE,
ABBEYLEIX ROAD,

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Tickets available from
PORTLAOISE PARISH CENTRE,
Or Call Nathan On
0852179253.
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Swim Academy

« Swim provides essential water safety skills

« Boosts self-confidence and discipline in children

« Preparation to progress to the next levels of
Swim Academy

Rookie Lifeguard
(Suitable for children between 8-12 years old)
* Learn new Livesaving skills:CPR & First Aid.
* Opportunity to explore water safety
* Independence and confidence while
learning vital lfe skills

Adult Swimming
Lessons

* Beginner, Intermediate and
Advancend

* Opportunity to learn water
safety skills

* Improve confidence while having fun

Leisure, Health
and Fitness
Association

Irelqnd
Active

Parent And Baby Swimming Class

« Gradual exposure to water, with support from
parents can help build a baby's confidence.

+ Most importantly, baby swimming should
be enjoyable for both the baby and the parent

- b8
| LIFEGUARD, |

\

Qualification
(12-16 years old, following for Rookie lifeguard)

- The NPLQ is recognised around the
world, so potential to work and travel

« Practical pool assessment

- Theory Assessment for all three sections

- Learn essential life skills, including First
Aid and CPR.

®©) &9 €4
laoisleisure.ie



In Loving Memory of
JOHN KELLEHER

Stradbally Road, Portlaoise.
8th Anniversary occurs 23rd February 2024.

OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

E ~

e Gabrielle (Gaye) Martin

Kilminchy, Portlaoise

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Friday 23rd February at 10am.
Our thoughts are ever with you,
Though you have passed away.

p Always remembered by all his loving
family and friends.

Johanna O’ Dooley
Grange Upper, Stradbally

Also remembering John's wife Theresa at this time.

CMay Sohn Reast in ' Reace
@& ACKNOWLEDGEMENT %}

. In Loving Memory of

JACK LYONS
Ballyroan. Died 22nd October 2023.

The family of the late Jack Lyons wish to
‘ acknowledge the many expressions of
sympathy received on their sad loss and
to thank all those who visited our
home and attended the funeral Mass,
crematorium and burial, sent Mass cards,
letters of sympathy and posted messages
of condolence online.
Our sincere gratitude to Fr. Paddy Byrne and Fr. Petru
Medves for the beautiful funeral Mass and house visits
and to the choir for the lovely singing and music.
To Rody, Frank and all who helped with traffic and
parking and the girls who took on the task of kitchen
duties and looked after everyone. To the G.A.A. for their
guard of honour, you did Jack proud.
Special thanks to Dr. Fleming, Dr. Shafi and their team for
the great care they took of Jack. To the nurses and staff
on Medical ward and catering staff who showed kindness
to him over many years.
To the doctors, nurses and staff at the Cedar Clinic and
Marcus Breslin and staff at Breslin’s Pharmacy.
To Dr. Anna Gullane and Dr. John Connaughton for their
kindness shown to the family over many years.

Our sympathy to their families.
To Des and Carmel Moran, Funeral Directors for their
help and support and professional manner in which they

MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN carried out Jack’s funeral arrangements and to the boys

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST for preparing his final resting place with such care.
To Richard Noel for making the beautiful cross and Richie
2 - for all his support, also Jack’s brothers, sisters, nieces and
™ = our bespoke memorial cards. h
Create a collage of images illustrating RSN, L )
the life of your loved one with our To Eileen Scully for providing lovely food after the burial,
expert Design Team. sincere thanks and to our kind neighbours and friends.
All our Cards are individually designed As it would be impossible to thank everyone
KnigeRcerSte I L inden clafes : individually, please accept this acknowledgement as an
for additional photos or images. . . L.
expression of our sincere appreciation and deepest

Unit 3, Clonminam'B incss Park . : gratitude.
Portlaoise, Co. Laois

8057 86 34050 . | 3 = C_\)(/{'ay C\_/ga-g/g Reast in Peace

www.mochuaprint.ie

Tom Lalor
Portlaoise Road, Mountrath
and Shanahoe

Dickie McDonald
Abbeyleix

Helen Byrne

(nee Harding )
“St. Martins”, Ridge Road

Mary Kealey
Sheffield Cross

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

_ = For the perfect tribute card for your loved one
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In Loving Memory of ‘%}
MARGARET LAWLESS

née Lawlor
Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
Thinking of Margaret (Mag) on her
4th Anniversary since she went home.
4th Anniversary occurs 18t February 2024

“Mom, from the time we were
really young, we realised we had
someone.......you,
who always cared,
who always protected us,
who was always there for us
no matter what.
) You taught us right from wrong,
B and pushed us to do the right thing,
even when it was hard to do.
You took care of us when we were
sick, and your love helped make
us well.

You had rules, and we learned that when we followed
them they guide our lives to be simpler, better, richer.
You were and are the guiding light of our lives.
Our heart is filled with love for you, our teacher,
our friend, our mother”.

From your husband Sonny, sons Thomas, daughter-in-law
Louise, Alan and son-in-law David, Terry, daughter-in-law
Siobhan and your loving grandchildren Tamara,
Thomas (Jnr), Jack, Luke and Rhea xx

Missed every /ay
Reast in Reave Margaret

In Loving Memory of
PADDY CLOONEY

Shanahoe Rd., Ballytarsna, Abbeyleix.
1st Anniversary occurs 20t February 2024

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
the Church of the Most Holy Rosary,
Abbeyleix on
Sunday 25t February at 11am.

Gone from us that smiling face,
The cheerful pleasant ways,
The heart that won so many friends
In bygone, happy days.
A life made beautiful by kindly deeds,
A helping hand for others needs,
To a beautiful life, comes a happy end,
He died as he lived, everyone's friend.

Always remembered, never forgotten by his loving
daughters Anne & Patricia, sons-in-law Eamon & Aidan
and grandchildren Roisin, Tommy, Sean & Conall.

Rest in Reace " Raddy
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In Loving Memory of
PETER LALOR

The Green, Kilminchy, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 239 February 2024

Husband;

My love, losing you was
hard, but living without you
every day is the hardest,
My heart and soul still
seeks for you, but it knows
that you are at peace in
Heaven.

I miss you so much more
than words can say.
Forever loved and missed by your loving wife Jean xxx

Brother;
No farewell words were spoken,
No time to say goodbye,

You were gone before | knew it,
And only God knows why.

My heart still aches in sadness,
And secret tears still flow,
What it meant to lose you,

No one will ever know.
Loved and missed every day, Ger xx

Brother/Uncle;
May the winds of Heaven blow softly and whisper in
your ear, how much we love and miss you,
And wish that you were here.
Love and miss you every day P
Marie, Christy, Kyle and Finn xxxx

Brother/Uncle;
To hear your voice, to see your smile,
To sit and talk to you a while,

To be together in the same old way,
Would be our greatest wish today.
Loved and remembered always
Daithi, Mags, Shauna, Oisin and Cillian xxxxx

Brother/Uncle;
| wish | could have you back a while,
| miss your laughter, | miss your smile,
| would hold you tightly and never let go,
And tell you how much | miss you so.
Everyday is hard without you
Olive, Willie, Ciara, Aimee, Jodie and Tierna xxxxx

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Saturday 17t February, at 6.30pm.

Reast in " Reace Releor
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In Loving Memory of %" ““%} In Loving Memory of
ANTHONY REDDIN |’ MAURA LOUGHLIN

8 Triogue Place, Portlaoise and Mountmellick. 144 St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
Months Mind occurs 21st February 2024 2nd Anniversary occurs 21stFebruary 2024
Also remembering Anthony on his first birthday away
from home which occurs 25t February.

4
\\/

4
\\/

4
\\/

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, on Wednesday
21st February at 10am.

4
\\/

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on
Wednesday 21st February at 7.30pm.

4
\\/
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Will those who think of Anthony today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Memories of you Mam
It’s been the hardest thing to lose
you, you meant so much to me,
But you are in our hearts Mam,
And that’s where you’ll always be.
We know that Heaven called you, but we wish you g€b
could have stayed, at least the memories we have
of you, they will never fade.
We did not want to lose you, but you did not go
alone, because part of us went with you, when
Heaven called you home. A
So just remember one thing, we are not apart,
You’'re with us in our memories, B
And in our broken hearts.

4
\\/

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by

his sons Pierce and Cole and their mother

Elizabeth, his granddaughter Emily-Rose,

god-child Keelin, partner Margaret and her family, brothers,
sisters, extended family and large circle of friends.

Rest in Reave Anthony
%} ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

- In Loving Memory of
JOHN DOWLING

Newpark, Portlaoise.

- » The family of John would like to

express their sincere thanks for all the
™ expressions of sympathy and kindness
R ;- ) following our recent sad loss. We
extend our gratitude to all those who
attended the wake and funeral and to
all who sent Mass cards and offered
condolences on rip.ie
A special thank you to Msgr. Byrne for
his guidance and for celebrating the
beautiful funeral Mass. A special thank you also to
Matthew Keegan for his caring and mindful approach
during a difficult time. Thank you to Heather Fogarty for
the beautiful music at the funeral Mass.
We are forever grateful for Olive and all the palliative
nursing and care team in Portlaoise, the oncology teams
in Tallaght and St. Lukes, the public health nurses, the
Irish Cancer Society night nurses, Dr. Simon Honan, the
home care team and everyone who made John
comfortable and well looked after and who supported us,
especially in his final weeks.
A heartfelt thank you to all our Newpark neighbours for
their kindness and offers of support.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as an
expression of our sincere appreciation and deepest
gratitude. The Holy Sacrifice of Mass has been offered for
your intentions.

John’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Sunday 25% February
at 12.30pm.

CMay Sohn Rest in " Reace

Forever loved and missed by your husband John,
daughter, sons and grandchildren. d

Rest in Reave Maura

@ InLoving Memoryof &
: SEAN & UNA McEVOY *

Clontygar, Acragar, Co. Laois and formerly
Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
Sean’s 9th Anniversary occurs 20th February 2024
Una’s 21st Anniversary occurs 24th February 2024.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Saturday 24th February at 6.30pm.

Softly the leaves of memory fall,
Gently I gather and treasure them all,
Unseen, unheard, you are always near,

So missed, so loved, so very dear.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by all their
loving family and friends.

CMay Chey Rest in Reave
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT “©1(+ |n Loving Memory of
In Loving Memory of ‘

NIAL WALSH Mary Kate (Kitty)
Stradbrook Apartments Portlaoise and late of Dysart. McCormack

Nial’s parents Tess and Pat Walsh, and his Late of Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise
brother Colum, sister Fiona and extended Who died 20th February, 1984 RIP.
family, would like to thank all those 40th anniversary.
who sympathised with them, sent Mass . , L
cards, telephoned, posted messages of Whose anniversary occurs al this time
| condolence online, attended the Requiem Time may pass and fade anay,
Mass in person or online via the webcam, But silent thoughts and memories stay.
we are truly grateful.
Thank you to Monsignor John Byrne for the very
personal Mass to celebrate Nial’s life and all the Priests of
the Parish for their kindness and support. i o

Thank you to the paramedics and emergency services i’/ In LOVing Memory Of %%}
and all the medical staff of A&E who were so supportive E MICHAEL RIGNEY

on the evening of Nial’s sad and sudden passing.

Thank you to Matthew Keegan and David Goode of
Keegan Funeral Directors for their kindness, compassion
and the professional and dignified manner in which they v ‘ No words can tell; no tears express,
carried out Nial's funeral arrangements and to the = . The love, the loss, the emptiness.
gravediggers who prepared Nial’s final resting place with { \ You are not just a memory or part of

such care. g the past, you are ours to remember,
A special word of thanks to all our close family and S as long as Gfe fasts

friends who provided emotional and practical support for y '

us at this difficult time and for the many thoughtful and & 1 Sadly "]'55“! and always rem.embert_ed by
kind gestures, in particular Nial’s uncle Tom for the ' your loving wife Kathleen, family & friends.
beautiful poem and family members for the beautiful " .

music. To those who helped in any way, your Q"{ﬂy dﬁok @dﬁf n Eﬁdﬂﬁ
contribution made our loss more bearable.

As.i.t would be impossible to thank everyone |4 i} In LOVIng Memory of

individually, please accept this acknowledgement as an

expression of our sincere appreciation and deepest i BILL (Wllllam) WHELAN

gratitude. And his Wife

The Holy Sacrifice of Mass has been offered for your MARGARET (tha) WHELAN

Loved and always remembered 1_
by all your family

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
8 Anniversary occurs 1 8' February 2024.

intentions.

CMay Nial Rest in " Reave

Corrigeen, Stradbally

Bill's 9th Anniversary occurred
15t February 2024

Rita’s 2nd Anniversary

*‘f%} In Loving Memory of 43
o WILLIAM GREENE ) " occurs 2nd March 2024.

Formerly New Road, Portlamse
27 Annlversary occurred 10" February 2024 Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of the
: Assumption, the Heath, Sunday 25t February at 9:30am.

Wonderful memories of one so dear,
Treasured still with a love sincere,
In our hearts he is living yet,

We loved him too dearly to forget.

When we look upon your picture, sweel memories we recall,
Of faces that are so full of sunshine,
And a smile it brings for one and all.

Sadly missed by your daughter Anne, sons Seamus

Always loved and remembered by and Ray, in-laws, grandchildren, great-grandchildren,
Daddy, Mammy, brothers, sisters, relatives and friends.

nieces and nephews. You will both always be in our thoughts and
Mass of intentions offered. forever in our hearts.

Rest in ' Reave William | HMay SBill and Rita Rest in Redce

Stations of the Cross Friday evenings during Lent at 7pm in St. Bridget’s Church
Shanahoe, Abbeyleix. R32AH90

AR A . 2
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In Loving Memory of &} I
Our Mother & — narrinn [T‘v =
_ ANN DELANEY %@ﬁ“ams‘e 4
e e EiSione) Centre)
And Our Father

JAMES DELANEY Five Generations in Stone Cutting

8th Anniversary occurred 17 January 2024.
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlaoise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Treasured thoughts of ones so dear,
Often bring a silent tear,
Thoughts of scenes long past,
Years roll on but memories last. g &
usiness Park . § :
Portlaoise, Co. Laois.  Tel: 057 8660258 "
R32 DW71 Moblie: 087 2538930

Sadly missed by your loving daughter Ruth, son
Mark and grandchildren Alannah, Elisha and Kody.

CMay They Rest in Reave
In Loving Memory of ‘%5‘

Our Loving Father WILLIAM KERRY .

61 Knockmay Estate, Portlaoise. Died February 1999.
25th Anniversary occurs 19 February 2024.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Monday 19t February at 10am.

www.portlaoisestone.ie

+ KEEGAN’S +
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
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Contact Matthew

Your gentle face and patient smile,
with sadness we recall, you had a kind

word for each and died beloved by all.
Sadly missed by your loving family. 087-2549195
David 087-2369887

In Loving Memory of 4 HENRY RANKIN
SEAN KEOGH FUNERAL DIRECTORS

6 Park View, Portlaoise. 13th Anniversary. Died 14/2 /2011.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in . ]
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this Abbeyle'x Road, Portlaoise.
Saturday 18t February at 6.30pm. (opposite the E.S.B. and Condell tractors)

We have opened a new office and show room on

Contact;

Sean, deep in our hearts your memory is kept,
P J Y P 057-8620567 &

To love and to cherish and never forget.

. PAUL; 087-2562137 ¢
Sadly missed and always remembered by his NIALL; Q» S
b —

loving wife Brid and all his family. 086-2770095 ’:54\[“ ’

May Qbean Rest in ' Reace
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Results for
15" February 2024

WP ) oo

No €12,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Martha McGlade Online Lotto
HM 4 Online Lotto
Bartle Dunne Match Bernie Lalor
Orla Farrell = Greg Keenan
Receive
€250
each
Play PARISH
LEOOO©
ONLINE

www.portlaoiseparish.ie

@PortlaoiseParis

Follow Us Y
& Like Us ©

Next Week’s Jackpot is €13,000

portlaociseparishlaois

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

8 Deacon Eugene Keyes
¢ Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

First Sunday of Lent
Genesis 9:8-15
Responsorial Psalm 24:4-9
1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:12-15

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported. Please find your way to contribute.
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: [E53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANKYOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

el =

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church

Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
(Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 8600119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

Secretary: Julie Conroy
Monday to Thursday
1lamto 1pm & 2.15pm to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie
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LAOIS/OFFALY GARDA

YOU
AWARDS 2024

Do you know a young person aged 13-21 years or a local youth group who has made a difference in

S }
HOTELS

their community, school or elsewhere? Laois/Offaly Gardai, in conjunction with Supermacs and the
Killeshin Hotel, want to celebrate these achievements.

Nominate an inspiring young person or local group you know

SCAN
Nomination forms can be accessed on the Garda Siochdna Laois/Offaly Facebook page\ ME! =\
or through the QR code and returned to laonsoffalygardayouthawards@garda ie




