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COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, what are you doing for others?” (martin Luther King Jnr.)
Volunteers enrich our community and we are blessed in Portlaoise to have so many groups and
organisations with men and women who give of their time. It was our Tidy Towns group that
were singled out for this years award in recognition of their outstanding efforts to enhance the
environment we all share and enjoy. Thank you and thank you to People First Credit Union who
sponsor these Community Champions Awards.

Portlaoise Tidy Towns collect €10,000 Community Champions Award
from People First Credit Union.
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Like U s ) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaociselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie
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Quick Fix
Remedy?
Do you bound out
of bed each
morning eager to
get to work ...

enthusiastic
about all the
challenges that lie
ahead? Well
probably not! Life
is a series of highs and lows, but we all know that the
‘highs” are few and far between. For most of us life is
| a series of chores and we can often feel burdened by
drudgery and frustration.

Mass times for the coming week
{Farish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday - Thursday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Friday (First Friday)
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
2.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.20am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am
CONFESSIONS

Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

In today’s gospel reading, Peter James and John are|
feeling demoralised and fearful about talk of Jesus’
imminent death. Perhaps the disciples felt that the
goal they had been working towards was not the gua||
of which Jesus is now talking. We have all felt like |
this at some time. Even the most motivated amongst
us will slump from time to time. We might all have
felt at some point debilitated by fear and anxiety, or
overwhelmed by tiredness. At times like these, a life
mentor might advise us to re-visualise our goals, We |
might be advised to find inspiration and get excited.
We might be advised to focus on our most important
priorities and not set too many goals which will
eventually sap all our energy. Funnily enough, two
thousand years before the terms ‘life mentor’ or ‘life
coach’ were coined, these were exactly the strategies

Stations of the Cross
Friday evenings during Lent
after 7.30pm Mass in Parish Church.

Communion Rounds
The priests of the parish will
attend their communion
rounds during the week.

LENTEN STATIONS

For the support of our Priests
Envelopes are available in Church porches for

those who haven't got Development Boxes and |

wish to contribute to the Priests Collection. You|

can drop this envelope in one of the collection

boxes provided in our Churches or returning to|

that Jesus used to motivate Peter James and John in || the Parish Centre during Lent.

this difficult period of their discipleship. Jesus Ieadsii--

them up a high mountain where they see a vision of

a transfigured Jesus in dazzling white accompanied &

by Moses and Elijah.
Peter, James and John had a moment of revelation
that day on the mountain top, and although they
could not capture that moment by erecting tents as
Peter proposes, they had that glimpse of glory to
remember and keep with them forever through the
testing times ahead.

We welcome into our

Parish Community
Luke James Delaney, Capoley
. Anthony John Marum, Lakeside Gardens
John William McEvoy-Fennell, Birchgrove
Dylan Liam Linden, O'Moore Forest
Thomas Paiva Minguett, The Crescent, Mount Stewart .
Indie Martha Peters Chamberlain, Mountain View Sq.
Who were baptised recently.

Christians do not have a quick fix remedy for making |
problems in life go away, but we share the same
motivating vision of God's kingdom as we struggle
with life's 'lows’.

Trocaire Boxes are available in the
Church porches or you can pick up a
box in the Parish Centre.

Thank You!




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Lecated within Mulhall's SuperValu, Kellyville Centre, Portlaocise. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST
HEARING AID |

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin

B.A.A.T

{28+ year.

M.LS.H.A.A.

Comprehensive Hearing Aszessment

Full range of Digital Heoring Aids availoble incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO YALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Fre-employment tests/Occupotional Scresning Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, efc, (incl, postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 067 8692289 Mobile: 0BS BE568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

*ESTRECT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLALCE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GiOVERNMIENT & HSE GUIDELINES™®

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic

live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE 55 pse asisce MNICOLA CALDBECK m5- Afisco Maacr
CONOR BOLTON #5: a5 asrsce

Oniine booking: www.iaoisphysiotherapydinic. ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808
Sendces include
Manual Therapy
Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping
Home Visits
Diry Needling
Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Opening Hours:

Mon: 8:30am -5:40pm Thurs: 8:00am -6:300m
Tues: S:00am -6:50pm Frii  B:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 9:00am -5.30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regards, alf @ Laors Physiotherapy Clinic




LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

CELEBRATE
WITH US

Create memarable moments
at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise!

Let's raise a toast to milestones

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

FINGER FOOD B COURSE MEAL
PACKAGES CHASES

rhat make life extracrdinar: st i
> Babvshowers : i\
e €15 €350ep
* Dommumaons
< Confirmations EI BFF
Birthdays
Anniversanes
We offer talorod menus, aption For
privace o hre and celebratirg chald
alwanys dines corrghimameany,
_ Boutique & Gift Emporium
057 SB2 5200 AN A
sales.portlapice@maldranhotals-com HOTEL Athy &Durrow
maldranhotelportlaoise.cam PORTLADISE

Our Durrow Store is
Moving...

HOLY FAMILY JUNIOR SCHOOL PARENTS COUNCIL
ARE NOLDING A RAFFLE WITH A PRIZE OF A €]1,000
GIFT VOUCHER FOR CENTRE PARCS LONGFORD.

THE VOUCHER CAN BE USED TOWARDS THE COST OF
YOUR STAY, RESTAURANTS OR A SPA EXPERIENCE.

TICKET PRICES ARE:
I TICKET FOR €10
oR
3 TICKETS FOR €20

TICKETS CAN BE PURCHASED DRAW TAKES PLACE ON

BY FOLLOWING THE LINK MARCH J0TH 2013,
HERE OR ALL MONEY RAISED

WILL B USFD FOR PROVECTS

ar coby UNDERTAKEN BY THE PARENTE COUNCIL

**New Durrow Store opening March
20247




ﬂ’&‘DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

_WwWw. dUnkﬂenm‘. ie

[ Locally owned and locally run
| e et ] for a personalised, reliable and

e friendly service at all times. We

- o s believe in fast efficient service,

[ ﬂb DUNKE E" O'I- _ e e : either the same day delivery or

YOUR Ld:CAL OIL DISTRIBLTOR ; \ ‘ a no hassle following day

F 5 delivery with 5 trucks looking

after your area. There has

never been a better time to

order yvour heating oil from
Dunkeen Qill

Contact Marcus directly

on OB6 2904029 (any time)

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaocise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

W Often ask people to repeat themselves?
W Struggling to hear in noisy surroundings?
W People sayyou have the TV too loud?

bonavox can helpyou ﬁ.
hear clearly again!

Don’t miss out any more. de—=)
Arrange a free hearing test with your local
bonavox hearing specialists at O’Farrell Opticians it

and start your journey to clearer hearing!

Free PRSI Grant Discreet
Callusnowon 1800480480 Hearing  Eligibility =~ Digital
Please quote BX CH D1 when calling, Tests Eﬂecks Technm'ug]f

O’Farrell Opticians @ b OoNavox

Bull Lane, Portlacise R32 Y522 hearing specialists




£l |Business

1 & .
. ' w Irish Enterprise  *hotis o
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022+ ECO-CONSIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED: T0, KNOW"

GRAPHIC MERCHANDISE 5
' 49 PROMOTIONAL
\‘1 DESIGN € )5

CORPORATEE. e WIDEFORHATE S VEICES A
% REALPRIT. . BRNTING. o) GRAPIIG) PICKEPACK

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83 : i
Cossamsser D)) 0000006

mochuaprint.ie

CHARITY
CONCERT

Along with the Clooney Family
In Memory of Cathal Cloonay

MANOR SAT 2
HOTEL MARCH
ABBEYLEIX SPM

A night of music , song and celebration. Finger food buffet.
Tickets €20 in aid of the Jack & Jill Foundation & Ehlers Danlos Syndrome (EDS).

Tickals availatile in local shops, Abbavyleix, & through Spink Comhallas
If you are unable o attend on the night but would like to coniribute, contact any member of Spink
Comhaltas or donate through GoFundMe — seae QR code




, LAOIS OPEN DOOR THEATRE
; PRESENTS
THE HILARIOUS FARCE

Derek Benfield
Friday 8th & Saturday 9th March

@8pm €18/€16
Dunamaise Arts Centre

Bookings@Dunamaise.ie
Tel: 057 866 3355 J N




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger
and small tipping trailer for hire.
Richard 085-2529893

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING

» School Cleaning
s General House Cleaning
s Deep Cleaning
©. - e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

087-9737073

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

¢ Tarmacadam

e Kerbing

# Drainage

Free QUGtEIHCI'I'IS

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

DAVE CUNNINGHAM £
CARPENTRY SERVICES ’\
Registered and fully insured
All aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Secondary glazing with instant results
Pergolas, fitted Kitchens, fitted
Slide Robes, supply and fit front and
back Palladio Doors
All Maintenance work undertaken

Call Dave 086-8209640
davecunninghamdromigmail.com

Mountain View Eco Wood
FIREWOOD SALES

- Net bag hardwood legs €6

- MNet bag kindle wood €3 .
- 20kg bags Coal now €15

- Free delivary

- Met bag softwood logs €4
= Trailer load lags (hardwood/softwood)
- Fuel Wouchers Available

CLARE'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

() NOLAN

BN AN

“7u" LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service,
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064

- Phone card or cash payments accepted 039'4390369 Shop: 05786-20135
Contact Fintan 087-7645855 | www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie www.jacknolan.ie
LAOIS COUNSELLIN FIREWOOD |Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
2ERVILES & CAMERA SURVEYS
Professional, Supportive, FOR SALE

Confidential, Non-Judgemental
service in Abbeyleix.
Online counselling sessions
available also.
Enquiries welcame.

Trailer loads of
hardwood and softwood
delivered.

Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

Tel. 085-8762314 Tel.; 085-2437088 087-9616098
S&R SERVICES ELECTRICIAN FOR SALE

Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms
General Maintenance

087-4896429

W E AVAILABLE

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

Radiator Cabinets
Free installation
Made to any size

Contact Mick;

086-8665493




PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & ANNA'S DRIVING TILING SERVICES

AND DECORATOR ACADEMY » Floor and Wall Tiling
20+ Years Experience %{FZ RSA Registered ADI |« Total Bathroom Refurbishment |
Interior/Exterior Driving Lessons » Walk-in Showers/Disabled r~

Residential/Commercial Specialising in E.D.T, pre test Bathrooms, including demolition,

: ; Experienced. patient, high pass | ré-construction, wiring and pEumbrIng
Handpainted Kitchens P ¢ P . nigh p s rEngUltes added to exISHAg oS

and Bespoke Furniture rate. Frﬂ;‘ll'lﬂtlﬂﬁ EII.-"E“IEE No job too small
Contact Gary Kelly; Call Anna; r 1 28 e TSmO S G
DBE-D?i?i?Z 089-4675353 ~ Call John 087-9414439
JUB VACANCY | |RAMP} & RAILS
— shape Tor 2024 FOR THE HOME
PART-TIME SEC I?ILETAIR"I"'!r ~e We install concrete ramps to allow
BOOKKEEPER REQUIRE ARDE freedom of movement and steel handrails
For a manufacturing company NTE ~ to provide safe access for everyone
in the Portlaoise/Abbeyleix
area. Duties will include S e et
e-mails, invoicing payroll and L Nyl
general secretarial work.
Position is part-time and hours
are flexible, 3-4 hours daily,
may suit person working from -
home. If interested please : A tact [
forward CV to;
. 3 Ray 085-2055198 '} - )

info@boquip.ie

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre, new members always welcome
for friendship, fun and activities,

Monday 26™ Feb.; Bowls in St. Mary’s Sports hall at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.
Wednesday 28" Feb.; Sing along. Thursday 29'; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm, new members
welcnme tuution glven For further mf{:rmation please contact P.R.O. Shella at 087-6204617.

Tup Scure Tom Kearns | 1% Ladv. Naureen F|izpatr1ck i 2"'“ Lady: Manr Guwmg | 1° Gent: Tom Gowing

2" Gent: Angela Brennan | 1* Half: Catherine Fitzpatrick | 2™ Half: Bridie Kennedy

13 Tricks: Bridie Kennedy and Peter Stevenson | Raffle: 17 L. Cooper, 2™ P.1. Cahill, 3 Tom Gowing,

4" T. Mulhare, 5" M. Delaney, 6" T. Kearns. Whist continues every Tuesday in the Parish Centre, 7.30pm.
Graiguecullen Bingo Tuesday 27" February in St. Fiacc's Hall at 8.30pm; Jackpot on 50 numbers €2,260,
Double number €1,090. Lotto €600.

Tea Dance; Monday 47 March 11am-12.30pm in Portlacise Parish Centre. Free admission, refreshments, Sequence
Dances, Waltz, Quickstep, Foxtrot "to your heart's content”, all are welcome. For further information e-mail Maureen
seanchistin@gmail.com or cslattery@laoissports.ie

Thank ¥You: A big thank you from Pro-life campaign for our collection at the Heath Church last Sunday, which raised
€330, Also thanks to our two collectors Oliver and Colm.

PORTLAOISE LIBRARY - Climate Change - What you need to know and why? Europe Direct Portlacise and
Portlaoise Library are delighted to welcome Dr. Darren Clarke Assistant Professor at the School of History & Geography
at Dublin City University, for a fascinating and informative talk, 'Climate Change - What you need to know and why?
Taking place on Thursday 29" February from 6.30pm.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Resary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm {Monday-5Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration).
Stations of the Cross; Friday evenings during Lent at 7pm in 5t. Bridget's Church Shanahoe, Abbeyleix. R32AHI0
Spioraid Nacimh Praying Community - Growth in the Holy Spirit Monthly Retreat; Sts. Peter and Paul's Parish
Church Portlacise, Saturday 2™ March, 10am to 1.30pm. Holy Mass at 10am, Confessions available. Retreat continues
in the Parish Centre from 10.45am to 1.30pm. (Exposition, Rosary, Holy Spirit Novena, Praise & Worship, Teaching,
Prayer Ministry). Spiritual Director Fr. Ruairi O'Dambinaill P.P. All are weleome. Contact Michael Nerney 086-8157305.

For Sale; Fully lined wool curtain, silver grey, 99 inches wide, 98 inches drop. Price
€100, almost new. Also silver grey rug almost new, large size price €50. Counter top
oven, 2 ring hob, grill, oven, suit caravan or small kitchen, €50. Contact 089-4290216




Portiacise Parish  www.portlaciseparish.ie. g

Playing for Keeps
When I was a child,yur're ug'ny favourite gamesl?vas the game of
marhbles, I don't see children playing marbles any more. Some of you
may not even know how to play marbles. Let me explain how we used
to play marbles when I was a child.
First, you draw a big ring in the dirt. Then each player puts the same
number of his own marbles into the ring. The players then take turns =
shooting a marble, trying to knock the other marbles out of the ring. e
When a shooter knocks a marble out of the ring, he picks it up and puts it in his pc}cket If his
shooting marble stays inside the ring, he was allowed to keep shooting. If not, the next shooter
takes his turn. When all the marbles have been knocked out of the ring, they are counted and
the one with the most marbles is the winner.
Before a game of marbles begins, one player will sometimes ask the other players, "Are we
playing for fun, or are we playing for keeps?" If you just play for fun, when the game is over, the
winner gives the marbles back. But if you play for keeps, the winner gets to keep all of the
marbles he has won.
Some people live their life as if it were a game of marbles. They spend their whole life trying to
be the one with the most marbles. They think that the one with the biggest house, the fanciest
car, and the most money in the bank is the winner. They think they are playing "for keeps," but
when they come to the end of their life, do you know how many of their marbles they get to take
with them? None of them! They spend their whole life trying to win all of the marbles, but in the
end, they are left with nothing!
Jesus said that if we want to be real winners we must be willing to give up everything and follow
him. When we follow Jesus, we may not have a lot of the things that some people think are
important. We may not live in a big house or drive a fancy car, but we will have something that
is much better than that, we will have treasures laid up for us in heaven. When we get to
heaven, there will be a mansion waiting for us to move in and we will walk around on streets of
gold. Best of all, we will have everlasting life with Jesus. You see, when we give our lives to
Jesus, HE "plays for keeps."
Some people will give anything to get more marbles, but lesus asked "What good will it do them
if they gain the whole world, but lose their soul?"

[ 3 o MUY Prayer
- % . Dear Father, help us to realise that the only life that lasts is a life lived for
o N el g you. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

o~




SOME OF THESE SUGGESTIONS
WHAT YOU MIGHT DO FOR LENT:

| will share a smile. | will share my lunch with my friend.

| will pray for those who are hungry. | will write a letter to my nana.

| will help my mammy. | will clean my room without complaining.
| will put some money in the Trocaire Box | will be kind to someone.

| will pray for those who have died. | will go Mass.

| won't eat sweets. | will give my daddy a hug.

| will play with my little brother/sister | will make a card for my granddad.

| will help my teacher. | will say | am sorry when | am wrong.

N
A Children's Prayer for Lent

Lord, please show me what I
should give up for Lent
And when I've given it up
Remind me to pray to You instead J_E’j

iR To thank You

- To love You 'f__?f__\\.
“ ¥
¢ b To hear from You / \ }R_ /
Each and every day in Lent. | \__)"‘“—— .
Amen.




We can wait no longer. Martin Luther King's Letter
to White Church Leaders

In 1960, Martin Luther King was imprisoned after
leading a civil rights march. His dream seemed a
long way off. Criticised by white church leaders,
he responded with his famous “Letter from an
Alabama Jail”, which included this section:

We have waited for more than 340 years for our
constitutional and God given rights. The nations of
Asia and Africa are moving with jet like speed
toward gaining political independence, but we still
creep at horse and buggy pace toward gaining a
cup of coffee at a lunch counter. Perhaps it is easy
for those who have never felt the stinging darts of
segregation to say, "Wait.” But when you have
seen vicious mobs lynch your mothers and fathers
at will and drown vyour sisters and brothers at
whim; when you have seen hate filled policemen
curse, kick and even kill your black brothers and
sisters; when you see the wast majority of your
twenty million Negro brothers smothering in an
airtight cage of poverty in the midst of an affluent
society; when vyou suddenly find your tongue
twisted and your speech stammering as you seek
to explain to your six year old daughter why she
can‘t go to the public amusement park that has
just been advertised on television, and see tears
welling up in her eyes when she is told that
Funtown is closed to coloured children, and see
ominous clouds of inferiority beginning to form in
her little mental sky, and see her beginning to
distort her personality by developing an
unconscious bitterness toward white people; when
you have to concoct an answer for a five year old
son who is asking: "“"Daddy, why do white people
treat coloured people so mean?”; when you take a
cross county drive and find it necessary to sleep
night after night in the uncomfortable corners of
your automobile because no motel will accept you;
when you are humiliated day in and day out by
nagging signs reading “white” and “coloured”;
when vyour first name becomes “nigger,” your
middle name becomes “boy” (however old you
are) and your last name becomes "John,” and
your wife and mother are never given the
respected title "Mrs."; when you are harried by
day and haunted by night by the fact that you are
a Negro, living constantly at tiptoe stance, never
quite knowing what to expect next, and are
plagued with inner fears and outer resentments;
when you are forever fighting a degenerating

Time to Think!

God’s Dream

sense of "nobodiness”-then you will understand
why we find it difficult to wait. There comes a time
when the cup of endurance runs over, and men
are no longer willing to be plunged into the abyss
of despair.

Faced with injustices like these, it would be
understandable if King had become stuck in "the
abyss of despair”. His letter cozes a compassion
for the suffering of his fellow African-Americans
and a smouldering anger at the injustices heaped
upon them. But his movement aroused violent
opposition. Even the white church, which he had
hoped would side with his cause, opposed what he
was doing. At times the challenge must have
seemed too big, the forces of oppression too
powerful, and the future fated to be an endless
rerun of the past. But to his compassion and anger
King added hope. He was convinced that his
dream was in fact God’s dream; that God too had.

An Inspirational Prayer
Do not look forward to what may happen
tomorrow;
The same everlasting Father who cares for you
today will take care of you tomorrow and every
day.
Either He will shield you from suffering,
Or He will give you unfailing strength to bear it.
Be at peace, then.
Put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginations,
and say continually;
"The Lord is my strength and my shield. My heart
has trusted in Him and I am helped. He is not only
with me but in me, and I in Him.”

St. Francis de Sales

Fr. Paddy invites you fo foflow bim on Twitfer @frpaddyvbyrne, now over 31,850 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or feave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www. portlaoiseparish. iesarticles



- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792
E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd., Portlacise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

NVMartin Ryan
Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons = Oleo-Mac
= Legacy

= Weibang Lawnmowers

Adj. to
Portiooise Golf Clul

Smyth Services & Fuels Lid.

« NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Portlaoise Parish Lourdes Committee
PRESENTS

Tickets available from
PORTLAOISE PARISH CENTRE,
Or Call Mathan On
0852179253,

LaﬂlﬁfLEDISE Local Creative

Fowth Partmersiip

WEEK-LONG MUSIC
COURSE FORTYS

11-15 MARCH 2024
LADIS MUSIC GENTRE,
CHURCH AVE,

% Music Generation é fﬂetb

Booking: use {:JF.
Limited

057 8681782

CAKE SALE

Portlaoise Parish Lourdes Committee would
ask you to please support their upcoming cake
sale in the Parish Centre on Saturday March
9" at 6.30pm Mass, Mother Day, March 10" at
11.15am and 12.30pm Mass only.

Your support and any donations of cakes etc.
would be greatly appreciated.

Partiaaise Parish
Lourdes Committee

Easter Raffle; The Parents’ Association of Scoil Fionntain
Naofa, Shanahoe are organising an Easter Raffle with
excellent prizes ‘up for grabs’, which include;

1%t Prize; €800 Blue Book Voucher choose a luxury
getaway in one of Ireland's top hotels.

2" Prize; Dinner for two in Ballyfin House worth €250.

3" Prize; €250 Dunnes Stores Voucher.

4% Prize; €100 Voucher for the Heritage Spa, Killenard.
Ticket Prlces 1 for €10/4 for €20/12 for €50.

All details relating to the Easter Raffle can be found online
at www.idonate.ie and put ‘Shanahoe Parents’ Association
Easter Raffle’ in the search bar.

All of the proceeds of the raffle will go towards purchasing
additional levelled readers for the pupils in our school which
ensures that every child is reading books that are at their
instructional reading level and in turn enables all children to
reach their full reading potential. Your support for this
fundraiser would be greatly appreciated as we work towards
enhancing the literacy resources at the disposal of our pupils.
Many thanks. Registered Charity Number of Scoil Fionntain
Naofa, Shanahoe: 20126124
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

In Loving Memory of
JOSEPHINE LALOR

née Walsh
1 Borris Little, Portlaoise.
Died 28" February 2012; 12" Anniversary

Will thase who think of Josephine today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Always remembered by her sisters
Mary, Dolores, Veronica and her
brothers Oliver and Joe.

Rest in Peace Hasephine
IRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

Noel Devoy
Kilmurray
Stradbally

?B

Elizabeth (Be ;
oty mi ) In Loving Memory of
o ORLA CONROY-KELLY |4
née Drennan 25 Bianconi Way, Portlavise.
Ballacolla and & Birthday in Heaven occurs 25" February 2024
formerly Ratheniska P - Are there birthdays in Heaven?

Does the angel blow his horn?
Announcing to everybody, that this
is the day you were born,

Can the stars be your balloons and

Mﬁ .EY 'REST .P.E& angel food your cake?
YTH IN CE Presents wrapped in moon beams,
Our .sympatliy to their ﬁmxﬁgx all the angels helped to make.

Birthdays meant so much to you,
They were always a big deal,
Birthday presents, lots of friends
and perhaps a special meal.
So we'll whisper a little prayer today, asking everyone up
above, to sing you a happy birthday song and give you all
our love.

FHappy bixtfiday Doll, boved and missed moxe evexyday.

Lots of love from Mammy & Daddy, Sharon & Jim,
Lorena & Shane, Brendan, Lynda & Damien, Olivia & Brian,
Geraldine & Rocky, adored nieces and nephews,
your daughter Lydian and husband Sean, your treasured
son Paddy and grandchildren Orla-Mae and Emmy.

Moy Oris Rest in Rece

A message of sympathy may be lefi for the family by logging
on to the death notice at www.portlaciseparish.iefdeathnofices

i MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN

In Loving Memory of
| d-.l = i, -
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST ELIZABETH (Lil) GALLAGHER
< For the perfect tribute card for your loved one Maosse Lane, Portlavise. Died 25" F ebruary 1999.
"z our hespoke memorial cards, 25" Anniversary occurs at this time.

Create a colfage of images illasirating

the life of your loved one with onr O far the touch of a vanished
expert Design Team. hand,
AN onr Cards are individwally desigmed And the sound o fa voice that is
= wmigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges Sl
Sfor additional photos or images. SHIL,
Always loved and remembered by

Frank, George and Mary.
Rast in " Reace Llizabeth

Portlaise, Co. Laois
057 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie

i i i S i T i T i T i T i T i T T 2 S S e S e S



T T T P T T T P T T T TP TP T TS TTTTT

In Loving Memory of In Loving Memory of
i ? WILLIAM (Billy) O’ SULLIVAN ? ? STEPHEN O’ SULLIVAN ?

Harpurs Lane, Portlaoise. 151 5t. Brigid’s Place, Portlaovise. ek
10 Anniversary occurs 9 March 2024 Months Mind Mass will be celebrated

'f"*% AT those wiho Iﬁfﬂf{_,qfﬁim Iﬂﬁfd_}l, in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, .
d
4 little prayer to Jesus say. on Saturday 2 March at 6.30pm.
They say that memories are golden,
Well, maybe that is true, but we never
wanted memories, we only wanted vou.

_¢.

A
tL

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on

1&' Saturday 2" March at 6.30pm. Sadly missed and always el

remembered by your wife Sheila

Sadly missed by all kis loving family. and your loving family. B
CMay W illiam Rest in " Reace Rt in Reace lephon

% ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & % ? In Loving Memory of ?
FIRST ANNIVERSARY CONCEPTA PHELAN

In Loving Memory of née Breen

Attanagh, formerly Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.
MICHAEL GREENE

4th Anniversary and Birthday away from home;
Well Road, Portlaoise. Died 2n March 2023.

28 February 2024
As we remember our brother Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Michael on his first anniversary,

Parish Church, on Wednesday 28 February at 10am.
as a family we wish to take

.. Untif We Meet Again
Those special memories of you
this opportunity to thank the will :lwavs bring Smﬂ;
following; Msgr. John Byrne, If only | could have you back,
Fr. David Vard and the Priests For just a little while.
of the Parish: Sr. Aoife for Then we could sit and talk again
her wonderful singing during just like we used to do -
Michael's Mass; our great You always meantlso very much
neighbours, friends and relations; those who sent ARG alvetys will.on Too.
The fact that you're no longer
Mass cards, text messages and flowers; those who | Fisire, Wbl slways caliss me-pai,
attended Michael's wake and burial: the staff in But you're foreverin my heart,
the Parish Centre for their support and kindness Until we meet again.
at this difficult time; Bosco for organising the food
on the day; our Aunt Ellie Foran for her kindness
and care; Midlands Regional Hospital, Portlaoise
who looked after Michael; Portlacise G.A.A. Club
for their Guard of Honour; the funeral directors
Matthew Keegan and David Goode for their
professionalism and support and the gravediggers
Brendan and Goggie Dunne.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of
our appreciation and deepest gratitude.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for
your intentions.

Sadly missed and always remembered by Moira,
Vera, Liam and Tom, nieces, nephews, brothers-in-law,
sisters-in-law, grandnieces and grandnephews.

Concepta - ~sforever in our ‘Choughts

In Loving Memory of ?
MARIAN ROCHFORD

12 Roselown, Portiooise.
19 Anniversary occurred 200 February 2024

Think of her as living in the hearts of
those she touched,

For nothing loved is ever lost, and she

Michael’'s 1t Anniversary Mass will be celebrated was loved so very much.

in Sts. Peter and Paul's Parish Church Portlaoise,
Saturday 2nd March at 10am.

Rest in Reace Michavl

Sadly missed and always remembered
by her sons Eoin and Niall.

Rest in ' Reave CMarian

Also remembering her husband Hugh at this time R.I.P.
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In Loving Memory of ?

In Loving Memory of
ANNIE TARLETON

Late of Rossleighan, Portlacise, who died 274 Feb, 2001.
R.LP. Masses offered.
23nd Anniversary occurs at this time.

Time slips by and life goes on,
But from our hearts you are
never gone.

Loved and remembered always, your nephews [im
and Eddie, and their families.

CMay Annie Rest in ' Reave

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of
WILLIE LYONS

Borris Little, Portlaoise and Castleisland, Kerry.
1# Anniversary occurred 21% February 2024

Willie's sisters and family
* ¢ would like to extend their
sincere thanks to all those who
sympathised with them on their
recent loss. To his Kerry cousins
who were so much part of
Willie's life, his good friend

Derry O’'Connor and to all those
who travelled from near and far

to attend the funeral, sent Mass
cards and flowers, we will be
forever grateful.
Throughout his life Willie was fortunate to meet many
people who cared for him and added to the quality of
his life. We extend our deep appreciation to the staff of
KARE Foundation, to Willie's work colleagues in
Dunnes Stores in Newbridge, and to the staff of
Oakdale Nursing Home where Willie spent his later
years. In particular we are grateful for the care and
friendship extended to Willie by Valerie Moore, the
late Matt Moore and Joe 0'Dea.
We extend our thanks to the Priests of the Parish for
their attendance on Willie in his final days and to
Fr. Ciprian and Fr. John Clifford for the beautiful
celebration of the funeral liturgy.
Willie's infectious good humour and interest in people
brought him into contact with many who showed great
kindness to him. We thank all such persons, both
known to us and unknown, for their goodness.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for your
intentions.
Willie’s 15t Anniversary Mass will be celebrated this
Sunday 25" February at 11:15am in 5Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Portlavise.

Rest in " Reaave CNillis

e

ESTHER HEFFERNAN
née Tynan
Esker Hills, Portlaoise.
Months Mind occurs 28t February

Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church this
Sunday 25% February at 12.30pm.

Silently we grieve and brush away our

tears, but the heautiful memaries you
8 left behind Esther, will last throughout
L theyears. You will never be forgotten.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by all her loving
family and large circle of friends.

Rt in Roace Zsther

‘? In Loving Memory of

PADDY SAUNDERS

Dublin Rd., Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurred 24t February 2024.
Grod saw the road was getting rough,
The hill was hard to climb,

He gently closed your weary eves,
and whispered; "peace be thine".

Also remembering
Paddy's wife Joan
at this time,

i

Sadly missed always by all their
loving family and friends.

CHay Chey Reast in Reace

|

In Loving Memory of
PAT REGAN

Tea Lane, Portlaoise.
1+t Anniversary occurs 28" February 2024
Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on
Wednesday 28 February
at 7.30pm.

Will those who think of Pat today,
A little prayer to [esus and Mary
say.
Sadly missed and always remembered by his
loving family.

Rest in Peace 'Rt

L7
¥

 §
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT & ? In Loving Memory of
FIRST ANNIVERSARY SHARON TOBIN

ing 9 Elm Lawn, Portlacise.
In Lov MEIHDI'_‘F of 2" Birthday away from héme occurs 27" February.

BREDA DUNNE (née Whelan) 2" Anniversary occurs 6™ March 2024,
Capoley, Portlacise. Died 3 March 2023. o We think of you in silence,

As we remember Breda on the first e We often SPEGk_}’DHI‘ name,
anniversary of her passing weas a ff W But all we have are memories,

family wish Lu.t.ﬂke this DFpDr‘lUﬂitj' . . ) And your picture in a frame.
to l;h_ank all n¢1ghhnuls,_ frlend_s. and Your resting place we visit,
relations who sympathised with us, i

sent Mass cards, phoned, sent And put flowers there with care,

messages of condolences, and floral f &8 _ & But no one knows the heartache,
tributes. Thanks to all who came to , As we turn and leave you there.
the funeral home and funeral Mass. 1
Thanks to Fr. David Vard for ' s We hold you close within our
- celebrating Breda’s funeral Mass, n A rs hearts,
Fr. Peter, for reciting the rosary at the funeral home, the : And there you shall remain,
Priests _{Jt' l|:1:|e Pan;h for all .lhElJ' suErpu-rL, and to the stafl of To walk with us throughout our
the Parish Centre for all their help. Thanks to John Hosey for { ; :
the wonderful singing and music at the funeral Mass and to . lives, until we meet again.
Breda's friends in Clonad I1CA for the lovely guard of honour. So rest in peace dear loved one,
Thanks to Breda's Carer Bernie for all her kindness, Thanks And thanks for all you've done,
to the doctors, nurses and staff of the Midland Reginnal e pray that (zod hasgfpenyam
Hospital Portlacise, and to all the doctors and staff of Clann
Medical Centre, and to Marcus Breslin and staff of Breslin's
Pharmacy. Special thanks to Dr. Anna Gullane and Dr. Jay Love always Mammy
Sharma for their care over the years. Thanks to the § Love from Victoria, Lennon and Noah xxxxxxxx
ambulance and fire & rescue services who were so helpful.
Thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode, ijmeral '@ﬂf b/ E’W Gﬁwﬂﬁ
directors for their professionalism and guidance, and thanks

to the gravediggers.
As it is impossible to thank everyone individually, please ? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

accept this acknowledgement as a token of our sincere In aning MEI’I’IDI‘F of
appreciation and deepest gratitude. The Holy Sacrifice of the

Mass will be offered for your intentions. TOM WALSHE
Breda's 1+ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Died 24t February 2023
Sts. Peter and Paul's Parish Church Portlacise, Sunday 3~ The family of the late Tom Walshe wish

March at 11.15am. Lo express their appreciation to all who
sympathised with them in person or

W &rﬁfa’ @ﬂ‘?’ Fid ‘E‘m online with cards and flowers, on Tom's
av

death. Our sincere gratitude to Fr. David

The crown you truly won.

Vard for visiting Tom many times both
i In Lumng Memﬂry of . : at home and in hospital, we are truly
grateful, and for celebrating his requiem

BREDA DUNNE [née Whelan] ) Mass. Thanlks also to Monsignor John and

: all the Priests for their support.
Cﬂpﬂl&}", Portaoise. To the doctors and nurses in Portlacise Hospital and the
15t Anniversary occurs 3rd March 2024. Beacon Hospital for their care and support during Tom's
. ) illness, We are forever grateful to Dr. Simon Honan, all the
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated palliative care team and to the very helpful staff in Chemco
in 5ts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church P]]a]'rnaqr for their care and support.
Portlacise, on Sincere thanks to Matthew Keegan and David Goode of
Sunday 3~March at 11.15am. Keegan Funeral Directors for locking after Tom's funeral in
a very caring and professional manner.
You were called away so sudden/y, It would be impossible to thank everyone individually,
We did not say goodbye, please accept this acknowledgement as an expression of our
But sisters can never be parted, sincere appreciation and ||:In.=:v.=',p|v.=:5ITi ghrat;'tluie. F
) : Tom's 1= Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter
P Meruarms auar i and Paul’s Parish Church Portlacise, Saturday 24 Feb, at
Sadly missed by her sister Mary, Tom and family. 6:30pm.

CMay CBrada Rest in ' Redace My Com Rest in Reace
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In Loving Memory of @

WILLIE GING

Late of 70 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
Whe died 29" February 2008

You were always there when
we needed you,

No task too great or small,
With a loving heart and
willing hands,

For us you did it all.

ﬁmﬂ"qﬁ'nﬁ'ﬂﬂ"h’, & evergday.
Trom Liam and Helena and all your loving famaly.
ChMay W illie Rast in Raace

% ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
In Loving Memory of
EAMONN KELLY

Eamonn's wife Eileen,
| Anne and Edel, Son Martin and
grandchildren together with his
brothers and sisters and extended
Kelly and O Connor families wish to
acknowledge the many expressions
of sympathy received on the sad and
untimely loss of Eamonn. Thank you
to those who visited our home,
attended the Muneral Mass and burial, sent Mass
cards, letters of sympathy and posted messages of
condolence online,
Our sincere appreciation to Monsignor Byrne for
celebrating Eamonn's requiem Mass and to Fiona and
Sarah for their lovely singing and music. A heartfelt
thanks to our neighbours and all who helped in and
around our home at the time of the funeral.
A special thanks to Dr. Sharma and Dr. Ali in Midlands
Regional Hospital Portlaoise who looked after Eamonn
since his diagnosis in October 2023. To all the staff on
EMO Court Ward in Portlaoise who cared for Eamonn
exceptionally well in his final days. To Dr. Fitzpatrick
in Beaumont Hospital and Dr. Cuffe, 5t. [ames’ Hospital
who treated Eamonn with such empathy and respect.
Sincere thanks to Matthew Keegan, Funeral Director,
for his professionalism and guidance in which he
carried out Eamonn's funeral arrangements.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgement as
an expression of our deepest gratitude.
Eamonn's Months Mind Mass will be celebrated in
5ts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church Portlacise on Sunday
March 3n at 12.30pm.

May Camonn Rest in Beave

daughters

R

BB

BRartlacise)
2121015 Cenfre)

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre [s
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 38 Cloaminam
Business Park
Portianise, Ca. Laois.
Rdz DWT1

Tel: 057 Bﬁﬁﬂ?ﬁﬂ -
Moblie: 0BT 2538930

KEEGAN’S

T
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

+

®

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.

[oppasite the E.5.8. and Condell tractors)

Contact;
057-8620567 =
PAUL; 087-2562137

I 1 S
MIALL; 3

; e
086-2770095 %—n




Results for
22" February 2024

Portlaoise Parish

No €13,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
John Martin Online Lotto
Anne McEvay 11 Lucy Kelly
Joshua Houlihan Match James Houlihan
Mary Lawless 35‘ Annette Lawlor
Peter Ryan Re::;ve Peter Ryan
Vron Leo Alanna Bergin anih Parish Centre
Donal Harrington Geraldine Greene
Ellen McEvoy Lil Gleeson
Lucille Fitzpatrick Declan Fitzpatrick
Agnes Kennedy Gerry Dooley
Clodagh Bredin David Tobin

Play PARISH

LEOLOE
ONLIME

wewew portlagiseparish.ie

@PortlaciseParis

Follow Us 9
& Like Us O

portlaciseparishlaois
Next Week’s Jackpot is €14,000

Second Sunday of Lent
Geneasis 22:1-2,9-13, 15-18
Responsorial Psalm 115:10, 15-19
Romans: 8:31-34 Mark 9:2-10

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many
who have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well
supported, Please find your way to contribute,
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12AIBKS3327916658201
{The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

O
-

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

-

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

- Deacon Eugene Keyes
L & Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - Spm Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and paolicies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Kathleen Sherry safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 3am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

{sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 8600119
All Masses and services from the Parlsh Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website
'irl Secretary: Julie Conroy
L' Monday to Thursday
llamto 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154

Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



1 - WHEN: Mon Feb 26th - Sat Mar2nd

=~ WHERE: Telfords Porticoise &
Leap Year Fuel Promotion Mountrath Branches

. QFLAMERS‘
! nﬂ'.ﬂ"’ﬂ,

HEAT

Arigna Fuel Rep instore on Thursday Feb 23th
to answer your questions and give helpful advice




