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God Most High,
gracious and glorious,

blessed is the one who comes
m n your name. Lead us now on
ad-to the cross. May we

ith faithfulness and joy,

g Hosanna in the highest

heave n; th ou gh Jesus Christ our

"4. fgh \'& »nﬁT’+.
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Easter Collection
For the support of our Priests

Easter Collection for the priests of the parish takes
place over the Easter period. Envelopes at the Church
porches for those not using an Envelope Box. You may
also donate to this collection via our website|
www.portlaoiseparish.ie or directly to our Clergy

Account, details inside the back cover.

Thank you for your continued support.

Dawn Mass 6am
Easter Sunday

March 31st
The Heath

Hosanna in the highest!
Blessed are you, who have come

in your abundant mercy!

Trocaire Boxes

Please bring Trocaire boxes to Mass on Holy
Thursday. Place them in the basket provided in the
Church.

Please do not leave Trécaire Boxes in the Church
while unattended. You may return it to the Parish
Centre during office hours, Monday to Friday, 9am—
5pm. You may also donate to Trocaire online via
their website, www.trocaire.org/donations/now/

.

Traditional Eastern
European Blessing of Food

12noon in the Parish Church.
All are welcome.

. Mass in the Parish Church.

* by Fr. Piotr Jakubiak on Holy Saturday at

Mass times for the coming week

{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Maonday and Tuesday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm

Wednesday
7.30am & 10am
Penitential Service, Parish Church at 7.30pm.
5T. PETER & PAUL’S CHURCH
Easter Sunday
Easter Vigil 9pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 6am (Dawn Mass)
9.30am (in the Church).

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
Sunday: 10am

See Holy week Timetable on the back cover.

I Chrism Mass

You are warmly invited to
: Y join with Bishop Denis and
|the priests of the diocese in the Cathedral,
‘Carlow at 7:30pm on Monday, March 25th
'to celebrate the Chrism Mass - this is the
largest diocesan celebration during the
[year!

‘Wilcomr

Today we welcome
Bishop Denis, and wish him
a Happy Easter.

Celebrant of our 11.15am

We welcome into our Parish Community
Faith Buseko Fundulu, Lake Drive
Logan Sean Doheny, Newpark
Lily Ann Gorman, Cherrygrove
Who were baptised last weekend.



AUDIOLOGIST
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S. H.A.A.

{28+ years e

Comprehensive Hearing Aszessment

Full range of Digital Heoring Aids availoble incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO YALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Fre-employment tests/Oceupational Scresning Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc, [incl, postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 067 8692289 Mobile: 0BS BE568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiclogy.ie

*ESTRECT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLALCE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GiOVERNMIENT & HSE GUIDELINES™®

Laois Physiotherapy
' Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.

JOHN SUGRUE #5c pmsc Aisce NICOLA CALDBECK &5 MiscP sdAAcy
CONOR BOLTON a5 adse asce

Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Services include

Manual Therapy = Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping

Dry Needling

* Home Visits
e Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Now offering Parkinsons specific Physio

Clpening Howrs:

Mon: 9:30am -5:40pm  Thurs: 9:00am -6:30pm
Tves: 9:00am -6:50pm  Fri: 8:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 2:00arm -5.30pm

Thanks as always for your support
Kind Regards, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic




CELEBRATE ; - Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
W|TH US - Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est,, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie

Create memorable moments
at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise!
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Opening Day: 29™ March 2024, 7p.m. Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

Light Refreshments served on the night. « NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
All are very Welcome.
+r NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

Exhibition on display for Month of April,




¥\ DUNKEEN oL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

Locally owned and locally run

: T : for a personalised, reliable and

: R - friendly service at all times. We

T believe in fast efficient service,

DUNKEE B 0"- e . either the same day delivery or

1r"-:;u.uu' Lac.ni. OIL DISTRIBUTCR a no hassle following day

' = delivery with 5 trucks looking

after your area. There has

never been a better time to

order your heating oil from
Dunkeen Oil!

Contact Marcus directly

on 0B6 2904029 {(any time)

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

.
We are happy to announce our
- discount scheme for first 100 repeat
prescriptions. Please talk to the
dispensary team for more details

= Mo long waits
# Free Delivery services for urgent prescriptions
* Send a copy of prescription by email as soon you
hawve it and callect it from pharmacy while handling
the original.
. & Get your medication same time each month with
Our Services Reign's scheduled monthly prescription refill,

= Text messaging services to reduce the waiting time.

¢ Prescriptions L. ® Mo revisit for Owings!! We take responsibility for

= Over-the-Counter Medications Owings of your regular medications. It will be delivered
= Health and Wellness Products toyour door.

* Medical Supplies ® Free weekly blister pack and delivery service for

= Vaccinations elderly population.
= Free contraception services

e Erectile dysfunction consultation Op enin g times: Please ask the GP to send

= Free blister packing services for elderly your prescription to
* Free Blood Pressure Monitoring Mon-Sat 9am- 9 pm, relgnpharmacy@healthmailie

CLOSED ON SUNDAYS

. 0578678966 'E 0578601217 Opposite Midlands Regional
= reignpharmacy@healthmail.ie Huspit:lll. Dublin road,
reignpharmacy.dublinread@outiook.com Portlaoise, R32 N9DD.

REign Midla ndsgzgisriltj Hospital, Rel
Dublin road, Portlacise,
Pharmacy R32N9DD. 2 Pharmacy



Wishing you and all your families
A Very Happy Easter
Councillor

BARRY WALSH

PORTLAOISE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Main Street, Ballyroan, Co. Laocis
© 087 660 2658 (J bawalsh@laciscouncillors.ie FINE GAEL

Aartin Ryan
Lawnmower Sales & Service

* Solo Ride-ons « Oleo-Mac
* Legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

Adf. to

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Kea-lew Business Park, Portlaoise | 057 86 21582
www.leonardcarpets.ie

UP TO 50% OFF
CLEARANCE LINES

LEONARD
CARPETS

€ ud P S eason
SALLE

den Floors - Vinyl - LVT - Carpets - Rugs
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SUPPORT GROUP

\
at CUIsIe Cancer Supp@rt Centre,
Block{Road:; Portla®ise; Co Laois

A diagnosis of cancer can often be one of the most stressful experiences
in a person’s life. You may feel overwhelmed, anxious, or even depressed.
Concerns about physical changes and the ability to work and socialize
as before are common. The opportunity to connect with other men
living with cancer can help you feel less alone. This group is open to
men at any stage of their cancer journey and aims to provide a safe
place to exchange support, get information, and receive guidance while
discussing the unique challenges of living with a cancer diagnosis.

Starting Monday, 8th April, 2024

T10am-11am
Places are limited

FURTHER INFORMATION AND BOOKING:
Cuisle Cancer Support Centre,
Block Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Tel: 057 8681492

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge




MNEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger
and small tipping trailer for hire.
Richard 085-2529893

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

= Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING
» School Cleaning
s General House Cleaning
# Deep Cleaning
% . « = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all yvour cleaning needs.

087-9737073

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

= 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

¢ Tarmacadam

» Kerbing

e Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

DAVE CUNNINGHAM 4O
CARPENTRY SERVICES ,\
Registered and fully insured
All aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Secaondary glazing with instant results
Pergolas, fitted Kitchens, fitted
Slide Robes, supply and fit front and
back Palladic Doors
All Maintenance work undertaken

Call Dave 086-8209640
davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise

Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

M NOLAN
“== L OCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www . jacknolan.ie

Mountain View Eco Wood

FIREWOOD SALES

- Net bag hardwood lags €5

- Met bag kindle wood €3 .

- 20kg bags Coal now €15

- Frea dalivery

- Phane card or cash payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

SERVICES
FProfessional, Supportive,
service in Abbeyleix.

Online counselling sessions

= Met bag softwood logs €4
- Trailer load logs (hardwood/softwood)
- Fuel Youchers Available
LAOI NSELLIN
Confidential, NOH-JL.I('JQEI'I‘IEI"I'CEI
available also.

O'NEILL ELECTRICAL

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP

SERVICES

Domestic, Agricultural
and Commercial
No job too small!

& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.

Enquiries welcome. Contact Tony; Contact Martin;
Tel. 085-8762314 085-2138839 087-9616098
S&R SERVICES |+ g) ELECTRICIAN GARDENER
Painting/Decorating R | AVAILABLE AVAILABLE

Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms

General Maintenance

087-4896429

For all domestic work
Contact Paddy;

087-2557342

Also available for
general

. handy work.

Experienced and local. Tel.

Jim 087-6885017




RAMP’ & RAIL’ Get ?“ur Garden in « Floor and Wall Tiling _1-__

FOR THE HOME S O A P BB Total Bathroom Refurbishment
» Walk-in Showers/Disabled

We install concrete ramps to allow LAOCIS Bathrooms, including demolition
freedom of movement and steel handrails GARDEN ” re-construction, wiring and plumbing

‘s Ensuites added to existing rooms
to prmrlde safe access for everyone 1 Ng jobrtoo-small .

= Ower 25 years experience

Experienced in all types of [ Call John 087-9414439
Garden Maintenance ANNA’'S DRIVING

. ot , ACADEMY
: 2 tﬁi”; RSA Registered ADI
o Driving Lessons
Specialising in E.D.T, pre test
¢y Experienced, patient, high pass
Contact David; e rate. Promotion applies.

Wy A1y /3 [@ Ray085-2055198 call Anna;

089-4675353

FOR SALE l£-]. SPANISH CHILDMINDER

Handcrafted | IE: REQUIRED
Radiator Cabinets == L' M Tuesday, Wednesday and

Free installation Junior and Leaving Thursday
Made to any size : Half day / flexible hours
Contact Mick; Cert. Contact; Portlaoise - in child's home

086-8665493 087-2460268 Contact 087-9000677

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | 3 seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday afternoon at 3pm in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of
friendship, fun, games and activities, new members always welcome.

Monday 25"; Bowls in St. Mary’s Sports hall at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.

Wednesday 27"; Sing along with Caroline | Thursday 28"; Cards and chat in Sue Ryder Centre Kilminchy 3pm,
new members always welcome, tuition given. We still have some places left for our dinner and big celebrations for our
20" anniversary, if anyone from our club has not got a ticket and would like to go, contact Sheila or any member of
our committes, Every member of the club can bring a friend with them if they wish. We also have a number of places
available on our 3-day holiday to Wicklow on 30" April. Happy Easter to all our members. For further information
please contact P.R.O. Sheilla 087-6204617, ff?g

Results of Whist Drive held in the Parish Centre on Tuesday, 19" March;

Top Score: Betty O'Neill | 1** Lady: Molly O'Brien | 2™ Lady: P. McEvoy | 1¥ Gent: Tom Gowing

2™ Gent: Leslie Hunter | 1% Half: Christy Fitzpatrick | 2™ Half; B. Kennedy and M. Dunne | 13 Tricks: Tom Gowing
and Freda Gaynor | Raffle: 15, Duff, 2" M. Dunne, 3 T. Dunne, 4" F. Gleeson, 5™ N. Delaney

Whist continues every Tuesday evening in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm.

Graiguecullen MONSTER EASTER Bingo Sunday 24™ March in St. Fiaccs Hall at 3pm, R93P030;
Jackpot on 50 numbers €2,780, Double number €530, Lotto €300, Owver €8,000 in prizemoney!!

Easter eggs galore!! Bingo as normal Tuesday 26" March at 8.30pm. -
Ballyfin Vintage & Veteran Club, Auto-jumble Sunday 14™ April 2024 from 8am in_the Community Hall
Ballyfin; Strictly vintage, veteran and artisanal related stalls and traders. Pre-registration and approval for stalls
required. Proceeds in support of local charities. For queries or information on the Ballyfin Vintage & Veteran Club,
please message, text or call 086-3101822.

Thank You; Portlacise Parish Lourdes Pilgrimage Committee would like to thank all who supported and contributed to
our recent bake sale. It was a great success and your support is greatly appreciated.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday-5aturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration ).
St. Joseph's Prayer Group; Holy Hour, Adoration & Praver for vocations, every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.
Emmanuel House, Clonfert, Co. Galway; Day of Prayer including first Saturday Fatima Devotions, Saturday 6"
April at 11am, led by Eddie Stones and team. Adoration, Confessions, Talks, Healing Service and Holy Mass. Divine
Mercy Sunday Celebrations Sunday 7" April at 11am, led by Eddie Stones and team. Please bring a packed lunch.

Bus to Knock National Apostolate of Eucharistic Adoration Pilgrimage in Knock Basilica; Saturday 13" April,
7pm to 9.15pm, speaker Fr. Brendan Walsh SAC. Pilgrimage Day Sunday 14" April, 9.45am to S5pm. Booking for
Sunday bus essential. Cost €25 Adults, €10 Students. Pick-up Sunday Points; Ballylinan 8am, Ballyadams 8.10am,
Stradbally 8.23am, Portlacise 8.38am (Stradbally road side of Church). For further information contact 086-2590366.




A Joyful Celebration

Today is Palm Sunday. It's a day when we remember
how people celebrated when Jesus entered into
Jerusalem on a Sunday around two thousand years ago.
You may have already heard the story, but let me tell it
again.

Jesus was walking with His disciples toward Jerusalem.
As they came near to the city, Jesus told two of his
disciples to go on ahead into the town. He told them that they would see a young
donkey tied there that had never been ridden. "Untie the donkey and bring it to me. If
anyone asks you what you are doing, tell them, 'The Lord needs it. He will send it back
to you soon.' "

The disciples did what Jesus told them to do, and it happened just as He had told them.
They found the young donkey, untied it, and started to lead it away. Some men were
standing nearby, and they said to the disciples, "Where are you taking that young
donkey?" They told them what Jesus had said, and the men let them take the donkey.
The disciples brought the young donkey to Jesus, and they put their coats on it to make
a soft place for Jesus to sit. As they made their way into the city of Jerusalem, people
went ahead of Jesus shouting, "Hosanna! Blessed is He who comes in the name of the
Lord!" Others followed behind, and they were also shouting, "Hosanna to the Son of
David! Hosanna in the highest!" All the while, people lined the streets cheering and
waving palm branches.

It was a wonderful celebration, as people cheered loudly for Jesus.

Just as those people celebrated two thousand years ago, we have come here today to
celebrate Jesus. What better day to do that than on Palm Sunday? The Bible says, "This
is the day the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it." (Psalm 118:24)

it

Dear God, we celebrate today just
as those people celebrated in
Jerusalem two thousand years ago.
This is the day that You have made; we will
rejoice and be glad in it! In Jesus' name,
Amen.




The
Triumphal
Entry

Complete the paragraph by filling in the blanks with the correct words from the word bank
at the bottom of the story.

Jesus sent two , saying to them, “"Go to the

ahead of you, and at once you will find a tied there, with her

by her. Untie them and bring them to me. If anyone says

anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right
away."”

The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. They brought the
donkey and the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. A very

large spread their on the road, while others

cut

From the trees and spread them on the

The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed

- to the Son of David!”

iy

1N “"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!’

“"Hosanna in the highest!”

BRANCHES COLT DISCIPLES
HOSANNA SHOUTED CLOAKS
CROWD DONKEY ROAD VILLAGE

Q. Why do bees hum?
A. Because they don’t know the words.

Mﬂ. When is the best time to go to bed?
A. Anytime, the bed won't come to you.

Q. Why did the young boy take his
scooter to bed?
A. He didn’t want to walk in his sleep.




Easter

Easter 2024 has arrived very early. This Is one of the
earliest dates possible for Easter. The great St. Laserian,
established a particular way of calculating the celebration
of Easter for the entire universal Church that is, the first
Sunday, after the first full moon, following the spring
equinox. I love Easter. It's a time when all of us can be
touched by God's Amazing Grace.

Easter is a time of hope and new life, an opportunity to
begin again in a new way. The Angel said to the wounded
followers of Jesus "Why look among the living for the
dead”. Easter reminds us in a very powerful way that we
belong to a place that is so much bigger than whatever
situation we may find ourselves in. That place is about
gentleness, hope, compassion and love. That sacred place
is told through the eyes of faith. Faith is a necessary and
wonderful gift. Faith will carry us up any mountain, no
matter how overwhelming the climb may be. Faith brings
with it a sense of perspective and a deep confidence, that
no matter what "All will be well". Easter is about new
possibilities and opportunities. Easter is rich in gifts and
blessings. There is no recession in the Lords love. Where
the shadows of conflict, war, sickness and uncertainty
prevail, the Easter message, contains a dawn that
promises brighter days ahead.

The opening hymn of Easter Sunday Mass is an
extracrdinary song. So simple, so surprising -— not at all
the song we might expect to celebrate the Joy of Christ
rising from the tomb and his victory over death. Its melody
is the soul of discretion: no soaring flights of fancy, just a
serene restraint that conveys an atmosphere of intimacy
and contemplation. It breathes the paschal mystery. The
agony and suffering of Good Friday are present, the silence
and seeming finality of Holy Saturday linger; neither are
forgotten but they are transformed in this song of gladness
and love of Christ, who on rising from death, turns to his
Father and sings: "I Aave risen, and I am st with you,
alfelwia; you have placed your hand upon me, alfeluia;
your knowledge has become wonderful to me, alleluia,
affefuia”,

This song of resurrection is a song for the three people;
Mary Magdalene, Peter and the beloved Disciple. As they
make their way to Jesus’ tomb in the predawn darkness of
that first Easter moming, they are on a journey of faith,
each with their own path to follow, each having to change
so as to see anew and believe. And all the time they are
sought by the risen Lord who knows them intimately,
reaching out to each according to their need. They are our
inspiration and our encouragement as we also travel on
the path to faith in the risen Lord. This song of resurrection
15 our song too,

First is Mary Magdalene. Her love for Jesus was as strong
as death, emboldening her to stand by the cross and
remain with him to the very end. But now that Jesus is
gone, Mary is overwhelmed by her loss, absorbed in her
grief and blinded by her tears. She sees many things ---
the stone rolled away, the empty tomb, the burial clothes,
the angels, even Jesus whom she supposes to be the
gardener — but doesn't see what they mean.

Time to Think!

- A Time of Grace

And the Lord reaches out to her in her need and tenderly
speaks her name, 'Mary’. It's as if he puts a new song into
her heart: I Agve risen, and I am sHE with vou. And Mary
is emboldened to change. She must |et go, not cling to the
old ways of seeing and relating to Jesus. A new day has
dawned, and the apostle to the apostles can truly proclaim,
‘T have seen the Lord.’

Next comes Peter. Impetuous, imperfect, inconsistent but
lovable Peter. He got things so wrong. Fear got the better
of him and he denied Jesus, not just once but three times.
The one nicknamed the Rock crumbled. He ran away and
wasn't to be seen at the cross. And now at the empty tomb
he is even more confused than ever. Guilty and ashamed,
he realises how deeply he misses Jesus and how much his
self-protecting denial had hurt himself. Later in the Gospel
we will see how the risen Lord reaches out to Peter to
bring healing, forgiveness and reconciliation into his life.
He will lift the rock from the mire and on it build his
Church. You friave placed your hand wvpon me, is Peter's
song as he journeys in faith and service to his risen Lord
and Master.

And finally there is the beloved disciple. He is the maodel
disciple who shared a bond of deep intimacy with Jesus. He
stood by the cross and was entrusted with the care of
Jesus’ mother. On Easter morning he not only outran Peter
in the race to the tomb but surpassed him in belief. *He
saw and he believed’, we are told. We may not identify as
easily with him as we do with Peter. But he, above all,
foreshadows the faith of subsequent generations of
bellevers who do not see Jesus and yet believe. God in his
wisdom has arranged it so. Yowr knowledge has become
wonderful to me, sings the beloved Disciple.

No one, faltering or steadfast, has an easy journey to the
risen Lord. We all take wrong turns. We all make mistakes.
Mary Magdalene, Peter, and the beloved Disciple were no
different. On Easter day they are our companions on our
journey to faith in the risen Lord. They assure us that
there is room for each of us - for one who sees and
believes, for another who sees and is confused, and yet
ancther who needs to hear her own name. These three
companions give us hope that despite our weaknesses and
failings we too can come to fullness of life and proclaim the
joyful news of the Resurrection. With them we sing this
Resurrection song "I have risen, and I am st with you,
alfefuia; you have placed vour hand upon me. alfeluia;
your knowledge has become wonderful to me, alfeluia,
alleluia”

Fr. Paddy invites you to folfow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrme, now over 32,000 folfowers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles
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CREDIT UNION

PREPARING FOR RN
LEAVING
CERTIFICATE
& GOING TO
COLLEGE

Hosted by People First Credit Union
Thursday 4 April 2024 at 7pm
The Killeshin Hotel

Al B

Speakers

Guest Speaker Donnchadh 0 Mahony iz 3 secondary Caro! Burphy & the Markating Manager for People Cian Power is Tha Lnion of

Lowise Cantillon = a TV and radia schood guidance counsalior and runs the First Craclit Union, Canal has s2en first-hand in all Stuckents in freland Vice
presantar with Tocday A4 Podcast host of popular Legving Cart Guidance podcast nffices the stress that comes with stugents and President for Welfare

“How to Gael, Junior Eurcvision host and and secial media pages. He isa reguiar parents warrying abaut how they witl pay for Char will share his knawledge
former BE, anil Gasilge secondary educational contributor 1o the Taday with their chili's education. We are hosting this of zecuring accommedation,
teacher toname a faw of her sucess (laire Byrne Show, Ireland AM 2nd the evening to educate both parents and students roping with college lifz,
stones. Lo will inspire 2xEm students [ish Independent. Doanchadh & on hand abatit how o plan for the futuie, and how 1o cope protecting yourself from fraud
[ discussima her life joemey and T angwer all your guestions an the CAD, with the emotional daunting change in both the il the SUSI Grant

rletailing the chaices she made t reach Lesaving Cert aned Hfie after school, stuclents and parents life”, Carol will discuss:

her current success, offening valuzhle «Sfudent Loans

insights far their own paths ahead. « Grant Fayments and Current Accounts

« Sludents & ther Crecit Union in the 21t century,

Limited places are available.

Booking is essential

Register:
peoplefirstcu.ie/studentevening2024
or scan the QR code

T: 057 86 22594 | www.peoplefirstcu.ie| 1 ©
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Birthday Remembrance

In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL KERRY

Cois na hAbhann, Greenmill Lane, Portlaoise

.".'-.
sy

] Anne Camon 3rd Birthday away from Home
= née Fox You were always there when we
| Cois na hAbhainn, needed you

Portlaoise and
Belmont, Offaly

No task too great or small,
With a loving heart and willing hands
For us you did it all .

Sadly missed, loved and remembered
by your loving wife Tina, son Declan
daughter Rebecca, daughter-in-law

Catriona, son-infaw Ciaran and
grandchildren, Leah, Eoghan, Alana, Ava and Hannah.

Rast in RPeace Michael
% BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

Precious Memories of a Dear
Son and Brother

MARTIN WALSH Jnr.

118 Si. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
50t Birthday Remembrance occurs 26t March

Our lives go on without you Martin
but nothing is the same,
The special years will not return when
we were all together.

(13

[
T
AF

John Molloy

Tullamore and
formerly Summerhill,
Portlaoise

T L]

(1]
i
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Joseph Jin
We extend our deepest
sympathy to Fr. Simon
on the sad passing of
his father.
May he rest in peace.

i

Thinking of you today and always,

your ever loving Mother Margaret,

brother Joseph, sisters Mary, Tina,
Attracta, Patricia and Colette,

dk

dk
L

] MAY THEY REST IN PEACE brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, P
A 4 . nephews, nieces and extended family.
1 Our {)ﬂﬂpﬂ tﬂj’ to tﬁﬂf_ﬁ] ﬂuﬁﬂ.‘&' Also thinking of his Father Martin and Brother Anthony

at this time.

CMay Chey Rest in ' Raace

(1]

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logging on to
the death nofice at www.pariiaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

1Y
ir

(1Y
ir

(G (S In Loving Memory of
THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST JOHN DEVOY

; : : Borris Great, Portlaoise.
< For the perfect tribuse card for your loved one o : : S ;
Bour bespoke memorial cards 3" Anniversary occurs 28" March 2024,

Create a collage of images illustrating Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

the life of your loved one with our in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,
expert Design Team. ; el

All our Cards are individually designed this Saturday 23~ March at 6:30pm.

unigne keepsakes, with no hidden charges

[
A

P

(1]
L

(1}
L4

Y

Witk g

i i

2 for additional phatos or images. Greatly missed and -
=20 fondly remembered by
i B = family and friends. ;
BO057 8A 34050 : 5%

www.mochuaprint.ie
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TOM WALL
23 Beladd, Portlaoise.
8t Anniversary occurs 24t March 2024.

L1

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter and

a4k

Your life was one of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for other’s needs,
Sincere and true in heart and mind,
Beautiful memories you left behind.

dk

dk

Sadly missed by his loving wife
Lily and family.

Rest in ' Reace Com

L1

L1

£1]

In Loving Memory of

Our Dear Mother

HANNAH TUOHY

10 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
Y Anniversary occurs 23 March 2024
Also Our Dear Brother PA
6th Birthday away from us occurred 17 March.

A4k

i

i

i

Our family
chain is
broken and
nothing is the
o same, but as
God calls us
one by one,
the chain will link again.
We didn’t always tell you, but we always
hoped you knew, how much we truly loved,
and thought the world of you.

dk
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You are both so missed by all your family.

May Chey Reast in Reave
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THOMAS BROPHY

Late of Market 5q. Portlaoise.
57 Anniversary occurs 25% March, Died 25/3/1967.

i

Ak LY

(1]

A little prayer to Jesus say.

John and family and extended
SJamilies.

Rest in Peace Chomas

Ak
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@ InLoving Memory of € %

Paul's Parish Church this Sunday 24™ March at 11.15am.

?

% In Loving Memory of %‘

Will those who think of him today,

Always remembered by his son

dk
r qar

In Loving Memory of

My Wonderful Son %
CRAIG KELLY-GORMAN

10" Anniversary away from home - 26' " March

LLJ

Of all the special gifts in life, however
great or small,
To have you as my son Craig, was the
greatest gift of all.

A special time, a special face,

A special son | cannot replace,
With an aching heart | whisper low,
| miss you Craig xxx and love you so.

L L

L1

¥

;

Sadly missed and loved always, your broken hearted Mother,
Mudas, brothers Brandon, Noalt, Junaid and sister Aisha

In Loving Memory of %
CRAIG KELLY-GORMAN

105 Cherrygrove, Portlaoise.
10" Anniversary occurs 26" March 2024.
Treasured thoughts of one so dear,
Often bring a silent tear,
Thoughts of scenes long past,
Years roll on but memaories last,
Sadly missed and afways remembered by
your loving father Michael, brother
Brandon and sister (hloe, your niece and

nephew, Grace and baby Liam,
extended family and friends.

Clay GjraJy Rest in Peace

In Loving Memory of
A Wonderful Wife, Mother and Friend

ELIZABETH ‘Liz’ FLYNN

Clonagh, Ballyfin
17% Anniversary occurs 25% March 2024

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church this Sunday
24t March at 12,.30pm.
Sadly missed by her husband Mick, sons,
Michael [Calgary, Canada] Darren, Barry,
(Vancouver, Canada) Shaun (Australia),
her daughters, Leeza, Jenna, Ciara
(Australia), her grandchildren Jack, Olly, Tommy, Kayla,
Luke, Conor (Calgary, Canada), daughters-in-law Christina
and Michelle [Calgary, Canada) and son-in-law Lawrence.

Never a day without thoughts and memaries of you.
It's true that we never gef over our dearest departed, it's just
a little bit easier to live with it. Your legacies live on in your
children and grandchildren. Love always X



? In Loving Memory of ?
MAURA PHELAN

Killeaney, Kilbricken, Mountrath.
1t Anniversary occurs 234 March 2024

H

In Loving Memory of
KATHLEEN CLEARY

St. Brigid’s Place, Portlaoise.
15 Anniversary occurs 220 March 2024

(1)

(1)

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday 23™ March at 6.30pm.
Nothing can ever take away,

The love a heart holds dear,
Fond memories linger everyday,
Remembrance keeps you near.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5t. Brigid's Church, Shanahoe,
this Sunday March 24™, at 12 noon.

ik

(1)

God looked around His garden
And found an empty place
He then looked down upon the earth
And saw your tired face.
He put His arms around you
And Llifted you to rest
God's garden must be beautiful
He anly takes the best
God knew you were in pain
And a cure was not to be
So He closed your weary eye-lids
And whispered come to me,
With tearful eyes we watched you and saw you slip
away, although we loved you dearly,
We knew you could not stay.
It broke our hearts to lose you but you did not go
alone, for part of us went with you,
The day God called you home,
Your memaory is our keepsake with which we'll never
part, God has you in His keeping,
We have you in our hearts,

L1

ik

Loved and remembered by the Lambe family
and the Lalor family.

Rest in Peave Kathleen

In Loving Memory of ?
BRIGID CONNELL née Quigley

Tonduff, Abbeyleix.
Months Mind occurs 24t March 2024

Months Mind Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
—— Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, this
Saturday 23 March at 5pm.

ik

(1)

L1}
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Sadly missed, loved and forever
remembered by all her loving
family and friends.

Rast in Reace SBrigid

ik

Nanna

Of all the special gifts in life however great or small,

To have you as our Manna was the greatest gift of all,

We love and miss you Manna, love always
Micole, Cayden, Connie and James xxxx

(1)

L1

(1)

In Loving Memory of

Loved, sadly missed and remembered everyday by

ik

L1

ik

your loving husband James, daughter Lisa,

son James, son-in-law Tony, daughter-in-law Helen,
adoring grandchildren Nicole, Cayden, Connie and

James, sisters Irene and Audrey, brother Neil,

sisters-in-law Marian and Josephine, brothers-in-law

JAMES (Jim) MAHER
Thornberry, Abbeyleix. - 2r4 Anniversary.

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the

Jim and Brendan and extended family,

4k

B Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, this
Miss you every single day Sunday 24t March at 11am.

Forever in our hearts and prayers xxx

Reast in Beave CMaura

ik

It broke our hearts to lose you,
But you did not go alone,
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.

(1)

(T

d

Sadly missed, loved and remembered always by your
wife, sons, daughter and all your grandchildren.

Reast in Reave ~im
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Five Generations in Stone Cutting

4k

4k
ar

4k
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A A A A A
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior guality headstones.

4k

\__/
L
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All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre Is
guaranteed and carried out to the highast standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

1]
L]

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements,

1]
i

When: Sunday 7% April 2024
i ] 1 Whaere: Ste. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, Portlaoise
to discuss your requirements I iy . Deveotions: Starting 2.45pm followed by Holy Mass
and view our range of , Celebrant: Fr. Adriano QOliveira

headstones and grave i : !
B Music by: Louise Kavanagh and Elaine Walsh

Visit our Showroom

. . ., .
L

Ak
i
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Divine Mercy Sunday, a great day of reconcillaton of the soul,
Haoly Mass, Communion and Confessions, partaking In all the
conditions of Divine Mercy Sunday, whare all sin is obliterated
and all punishment ta that sin is obliterated.

What a great gift to mankind from Jesus!

Uit 38 Clonminam "
Business Park < =
Portiaaise, Go. Laois.  Tel: 057 BGG025B
RE2 DWTY Moblie: 087 2538930

L1
L)

L1
L)

www.portlaocisestone.ie

"

L1y

+ KEEGAN'’S 41 Imvitation to The Holy
FUNERAL DIRECTORS Face of Jesus

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

)
=%

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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32 Couniy Moly Face Publie Vigil

12 noon to lpm on Good Friday

4k
WL

We have opened a new office and show room on

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise.
{opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors) 29t Man I'l'll 2021.
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Contact; Statue To Qur Lady. Top Square
057-8620567 1

- | =
PAUL; 087-2562137 o B R Portlacise .
NIALL; - - S 086-0696295
086-2770095 ..: g i F ! veryvone who achnowledges me publicly here on

_— . : "
h. | will also acknowledge before my Father
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Oksana Rohovska’s Art Exhibition
{Ukrainian artist)

Currently being held in Mountmellick Library. [
Well worth a visit and this is the final week.

Paintings and other artworks — Easter
decorations and wool handbags with accessories.
All are welcome.

Mountmellick Library and Art Gallery presents

Oksana Rohovska's exhibition:
"The Edge of the Heavenly Realms
through the eyes of my soul"

[./Business
& MOCHUAPRINT &DESIGN irich Enterprise * “Himsas ™ son
' GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2012

 MAIL
MARRETING

VERICLE PRUCUREMENT:

LRAPHICY PICKE PACK
Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 H L
& D=7 BE3A050 mochuaprint.ie

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
t. 045 433569

O0O0ODO®




Results for
21° March 2024

Portlaoise Parish

One €17,000 Jackpot Winner

Congratulations to Marie Dollard,
Promoter: Online Lotto

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Anna Maher Mary Hennessy
Mary Scully Lotto Gift
Willie Rowe Ma:::ch Kathleen Dunne
The Dunne Family 3 Geraldine O’Neill
Rita Brophy Bacaive Bernie Lalor
Muireann McCann €143 Browns Shop
Ronan Lesley Keohane each Parish Centre
Play PARISH
@@@@@ Follow Us ‘, @PortlaciseParis
i -OMLINE— & Lil‘l& US o portlaciseparishlaois

www. portlaoiseparish.ie

Next Week’s Jackpot is €10,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

ﬁﬂl
' Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605
Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

| i‘?, Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Deacon Eugene Keyes
y Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours

in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Supporting our Parish

Each one must give as he or she has decided in their hearf, not reluctantly or
under compuision, for God loves & cheerful giver’ ? Corinthians 2.7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaocise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

Safeguarding
All safepuarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches,
Dlocesan Deslgnated Lialson Person
Ailish Higgins  safeguarding@kandle.ie

F@[iﬁ_h_:ﬁé_ﬂtre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 3am-5pm
Phaone: 057-8621142 [ 057-8660722

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaociseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek

Accounts Michelie Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie
{Sacristy phone attended prins to Mass Hmes (57 BRO0119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

qu Secretary: lulie Conroy
IJ Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to avallability of space
E-mail: linkup@ portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Clalre Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



Holy Week Celebrations

Monday & Tuesday Good Friday

Holy Mass T:30am. 10am & Morning Prayer 10am
7:30pm

Confeszions 10:15am to 12noon

Commemoration of Lord’s Passion:

Wednesday

- Parish Church 3pm
Holy Mass z30am & 10am - The Heath & Ratheniska Tpm
mitential Serviee T = : ’ : : ~
Penitential Serviee k 3“'““ Stations of the Cross in the Parish Church:
- in Malayalam Language 1:45pm
Holy Thursday W= ' =
- in English :30pm
Morning Prayer 10am .
o ﬁ d % Praver Around the Cross:
Confessions 10:15am to 12noon

stk <tEcr the 73 Colibeation - Parish Church 9]lm

Mass of the Lord’s Eupfn‘r:

- Parish Church 7:30pm Huly Sa“l“]ﬂjf

- : Morning praver 10am
- The Heath & Ratheniska ~ Tpm 5 PTa;
. : : Confessions 10:15am to 12noon
Quiet prayer before the Blessed Sacrament _
Polish Blessing of Food 1Znoon

Vigil Mass - Parish Church 91)111

A

N a

Easter Sunday

Davwn Mass - The Ieath bam
Day Mass
- Parizh Church 8:30am, 10am,

11:15am & 12:30pm
- The Heath 9:30am
- Ratheniska 10am

IIIII Portlaoise
III

PARISH



