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Approaching the | Mass times for the coming week
Empty Tomb ST. PETER & PAUL’'S CHURCH

Traditionally at this time of| Easter Sunday
year thousands of new, WVigil 9pm & Dawn Mass in the Heath at 6am

Christians are  baptised all! 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
over the world. A young CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
L man baptised recently was| Sunday: 9.30am
k4 asked, "Do you feel different CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
now that you are baptised and a Christian?” “Yes,” he | Sunday: 10am
replied,” I went from believing nothing to believingi Easter Monday to Easter Friday: 10am
everything sort of vaguely. I hope God will make| Easter Saturday: 10am
things clearer to me as I continue on this journey.” 7.30am Mass will resume on Monday 8th April
Easter is a good time to reaffirm our faith. The CONEESSIONS

Resurrection is the culmination of Christ's journey on| Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.
this earth, and the beginning of our journey in faith.

Our journey begins with belief in the Resurrection, |
but approaching the 'Empty Tomb' isn't easy. Who|
moved the stone we wonder. Why were the linen|
wrappings removed, and why was the cloth that
wrapped Jesus’ head rolled neatly and placed|
separately? In our modern day times of detective||
stories and forensic science there is an inclination to|
turn the empty tomb into a crime scene, but the)
problem with looking at the empty tomb from an ||
investigative point of view is that we're in danger of
missing a greater truth, and the amazing implications |
of a Resurrection that was after all predicted. '
If we were to fully embrace the reality of the Easter |
story we would pour out of church bouncing with all
newfound enthusiasm for life. So how do we embrace |
the reality of a story for which there is no proof? | .
Jesus promised all along that death couldn't contain Easter Collection
us, and the empty tomb points to this not necessarily | .

as proof, but as something that was promised. Why | For the suppurt of our Priests
therefore, in the context of everything else that Jesus  Easter Collection for the priests of the parish
did and said, should this surprise us? ':takes place over the Easter period. Envelopes
The empty tomb gives our life purpose. Belief in the| at the Church porches for those not using an
:'esll:rrec;cinn mdeans we clalnfliveh!ife boldly anbd well, Envelope Box. You may also donate to this
ooking forward to eternal life. The empty tomb gives | 2 : ;
us a means to deal with pain and suffering, it means| collection via our website

that death is not a meaningless end of life, but thr;':E:""""""'"'""'"::":"'tlE"’"""'js"ﬂl:“"ish''HE or directly to our

We welcome into our

Parish Community
- larla Peter Duignan. Garoon
Eabha Kate Binions, Castleway, Kiminchy
_...-* | Casey Leigh Considine, St. Brigid's Place.
Who were baptised recently.

door to the fullness of life with the risen Christ. | Clergy Account, details inside the back cover.
' h | The Easter Collection is one of four
Trocaire ' collections that take place during the year to

Please bring any remaining Trocaire boxes to Mass next | support our priests.
Sunday or leave them into the Parish Centre. Do NOT |EE’I\FE::T|.IE Priests of the parish thank you for your

Boxes in the Church at any time. Trdcaire boxes are still| i ; ;
available in Church porches or in the Parish Centre. | Support and take this apportunity to wish you

' all the joys and blessings of this great Feast.



MULHALL MEATS

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
M.I.

Comprehengive Hearing Assessment

« Full range of Digital Hearing Alds available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
AIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete,
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, efc, (incl, postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaoise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahee Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SECTRECT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLALE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOAERMMENT & HSE GUIDELINES™™

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

_*"ﬁ.‘-.. = 2
Full Range Of Fresh xos FIS H oo Available (3>

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.

JOHN SUGRLUE #5c prse Aisce NICOLA CALDBECK 55 Misce Maicr
CONOR BOLTON &5 a5 Atsce

Online booking: www.laocisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Services include

Manual Therapy = Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping & Home Visits
Dry Needling s [Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Now offering Parkinsons specific Physio

Opening Hours:

Mon: 9:30am -5:40pm  Thurs: 9:00am -6:30pm
Tves: :f0am-6:50pm Az 8:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 9:00arm -5.30pm

Thanks as always for vour support
Kind Regards, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic




Councillor

John Joe Fen nel Iy

Working in the Community for the Community
Portaoise/Abbeyleix Municipal District

2}” APPY Wishing you and all your families

A Very Happy Easter

TFIANNA FALL ‘@ @ &

GARY HOFMEISTER

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.
+ NEED HOME HEATING OIL? Tiler
« NEED TRACTOR DIESEL? _ _ _
Ballyfin, Portlaoise, Laois | 085-7286698

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669
i taois (e are ;

e Hll’llﬂ j

LAOIS senwces T%j THE ELDEHLY l
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Part-tlme Repair & (o)
Maintenance W
. Worker
{19 5 hrs)
Based in Portlaoise

' CELEBRATE

Clasing Date for Applications -
Requirements Fridz
5th of April 2024
+ Must be in receipt of a social welfare
Create memorable mo ments « An n1gl:ler5;anll:hng of the issues faced
at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise! : E}’;ﬁe il i personaity and If you are intelrested in
Let’s raise ' HSL L0 MRS Tones FINGERFOOD 3 COURSE MEAL . EE:!;I:_I I!:-:Egg;::ﬁ%:::airlgﬂ & supportlng
that rake life extragrdinary: .n"" - i interpersanal skills. nlder pEDpiE tﬂ IivE‘
- T S LA » Competence in a range of DY skills i i 4
: €Ispp Esspp » Flexibility in warking hours |ndependentl? T3] thE"
Christenings + Garda Vetting & Character references
Bericiade s required own homes, and
Confirmations €16ep o this type of work
F:“r thdays Send T:x%;:ﬁ;ﬁﬁ;gﬁgmtmn . appeais
e I o RS to you.
RIZVY22 APPLY TODAY

Email: infoi@lacispartmership.ie
Phone: 057 8661900

Q57 869 5500
sales.portlapise@@maldronhotelscom
maldranhoteiport lsoise.com PORTLACISE

HOTEL holﬂw
hlrlnq:mwnumnw




BREEN STEEL SHEDS

STEEL SHEDS CATTLE CRUSHES ALL WEATHER CLOTHESLINES

Various sizes of Cattle Crushes and all weather Clotheslines available to urder.
Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle storage in
residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

Manufacturing Security Steel Frames for Windows and Doors.

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laois | Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail; info@breensteelsheds.ie

ﬂ' DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

WW
W dUﬁkEEnml le Locally owned and locally run

| e e | for a personalised, reliable and
K 2 friendly service at all times. Wa

- RAT ] believe in fast efficient service,

ﬂ‘ DUNKE E " o,‘_ % = B k. either the same day delivery or

Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR Y - a no hassle following day

; e delivery with 5 trucks looking

after vour area. There has

never been a better time to

order your heating oil from
Dunkeen Oil!

Contact Marcus directly

on 086 2904029 (any time)

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlacise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (Bam to & pm)
Our depat offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie




' Wishing you and all your families
A Very Happy Easter

Councillor

BARRY WALSH

PORTLAOISE MUNICIPAL DISTRICT

Main Street, Ballyroan, Co. Laois
) 087 660 2658 () bawalsh@laociscouncillors.ie

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

"GROW GAVE ME A
SENSE OF BELONGING"

Want to know more about
Grow Mental Health and
our free over 18's weekly
support meetings?

FINE GAEI.

Have you got your

ity Mo 20206307

Cinema Night
in aid of
RADI® MARIA
IRELAND |
l ml Tuesday 16% April, 8.15pm
In the Balcony Cinema
Mountmellick - R2Z3WP68

THE SO OF
I-:l "II It

Cost: €10 Doors open at 8:00pm (
Limited places- Booking only with Antoinette on OB60B0304T

(9:15am=1:30pm & 7:00pm-9:00pm)

\ www.grow.ie
'

Join us for an open day.
Where: MDA Centre, Mountmellick
When: Thursday Tith April @ 2pm
Contact: Michelle, 086 4183805
Refreshments will be provided
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Topics to be discussed:
- Provide knowledge, support and comfort for patients who may have
problems coping with the cancer and its side effects.
« Coping with fatigue.
« Reduces feelings of loneliness, anxiety, and distress
« Provides you with practical information about treatment and resources.
- Provides a supportive environment to meet other women living with a
breast cancer diagnosis.

Starting Wednesday, 10th April, 2024

11.30am - 12.30pm
Places are limited

FURTHER INFORMATION AND BOOKING:

Cuisle Cancer Support Centre,
Block Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois. Tel: 057 8681492

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre Is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge
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CREDIT UNION

PREPARING FOR st
LEAVING
CERTIFICATE
& GOING TO
COLLEGE

Hosted by People First Credit Union
Thursday 4" April 2024 at 7pm
The Killeshin Hotel

Speakers

Guest Speaker Donnchadh 0 Mahony is 2 secondary Carol Murphy & the Marketing Manager for People Cian Power is The Union of

Loasise Cantilbon & a TV and radi school guidance counsalior and runs the First Cradlit Union, Caral has seen first-hand in all Stucents inrzland Yice
preszntar with Today P, Padcast host of popular Leaving Cart Guidance podcast nffices the stress that comes with stugents and Praskdant for Welfae

"Haw to Gael’, Junior Eurovision host and and social media pages. He is a regular parents warrying abaut how they witl pay for [har will share his knowledge
former BE. and Gasilge secondary edurational contributer to the Taday with thes chiled's 2ducation. “We are hosting this of securing accommaodation,
teacher to name a faw of her surcess (laire Byrne Show, Ireland AM and the evening to educate both parents and students raping with college fife,
stones, Lowese will inspire 2xam stadants [rish Independent. Doanchadh is on hard abaut how t plan for the futwre, and how 1 gope pretecting yoursedf from fraud
vy discuszme her life joummey and 1o answer all your questions on the CAD, with the emotianal daunting change in bath the andl the SUSI Grant.

detailing the chaices she made to reach Legving Cert &nd ffie after schaol, stuclents and parents life’. Carol will discuss;

her current success, offering valuable « Student Loans

inskghs for thesr awn paths ahaad. « Grant Beyments and Current Accounis

« Students & ther Cradit Union in thes 11t century,

Limited places are available.

Booking is essential

Register:
peoplefirstcu.ie/studentevening2024
or scan the QR code

T: 057 86 22594 | www.peoplefirstcu.ie| £ ©



Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of friendship, fun
and activities. We are celebrating our 20" Anniversary of the formation of our club and have alot of things planned for
this year. The first is a dinner and fun afternoon in the Killeshin Hotel, Sunday 7 April at 12.30pm, some tickets still
avallable for members.

Monday 1* April; Bank holiday, no bowls | Wednesday 3™ April; Fun with Moez Wf

Thursday 4™ April; Cards in Sue Ryder at 3pm, new members always welcome, free tuition given.

For any further information please contact P.R.0O. Sheila at 087-6204617. _
Results of Whist Drive held in Portlacise Parish Centre on Tuesday, March 27'; =

Top Score: Sadie Chester | 1¥ Lady: Margaret Flanagan | 2™ Lady: Nora Delaney | 1% Gent: Christy Fitzpatrick

2™ Gent: Angela Brennan | 1* Half: Tom Kearns | 2™ Half: P.]. Cahill

Raffle: 1% Mary Killeen, 2™ Margaret Flanagan, 3™ Sadie Chester, 4" Rita Arrigan, 5 Mary Delaney

Whist continues every Tuesday evening in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm,

Ballyfin Vintage & Veteran Club, Auto-jumble Sunday 14™ April 2024 from 8am in the Community Hall,
Ballyfin; Strictly vintage, veteran and artisanal related stalls and traders. Pre-registration and approval for stalls
required. Proceeds in support of local charities. For queries or information on the Ballyfin Vintage & Veteran Club,
please message, text or call 086-3101822,

Laois Traditional Singers’ Circle will have its third night of singing on April 4'" in Shelly’s Bar, Main St. Portlaoise,

9pm start.

Hope Foundation Church Gate Collection;
Sophie McDonagh, granddaughter of lohn and
Martina Sinnott from Raheen, will be travelling to
India in April 2025 to volunteer with the Hope
Foundation. Sophie will then be a transition year
student in Colaiste Dhunmasc Portlaoise. In order
to participate in the programme, Sophie must
raise funds to go directly to the Hope Foundation.
Sophie will be holding a Church gate collection in
all local Churches (Abbeyleix Parish), on the
weekend of 6%/7" April. Your support would be
greatly appreciated.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the
Parish Church,

| Rosary in the Church of the Assumption,

the Heath: Daily 2pm (Monday-Saturday) and
Sunday 3Ipm {(Adoration).

Holy Hour, Adoration & Prayer for vocations,
every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.

Day of Prayer including first Saturday Fatima
" When: Sunday 7™ April 2024 Devotions, Saturday 6 April at 11am, led by

Where: Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, Portlaoise Eddie Stones and team. Adoration, Confessions,

J g Talks, Healing Service and Holy Mass.,
Devotions: Starting 2.45pm followed by Holy Mass Divine Mercy Sunday Celebrations Sunday 7t

' Celebrant: Fr. Adriano Oliveira April at 11lam, led by Eddie Stones and team.
. Music by: Louise Kavanagh and Elaine Walsh Please bring a packed lunch.

| Blessing with the Relic of St. Faustina on the day Bus to Knock National Apostolate of

Eucharistic Adoration Pilgrimage in Knock

Divine Mercy Sunday, a great day of reconciliation of the soul. Basilica; Saturday 13" April, 7pm to 9.15pm,

Holy Mass, Communion and Confessions, partaking in all the speaker Fr. Brendan Walsh SAC. Pilgrimage Day

conditions of Divine Mercy Sunday, where all sin is obliterated Sunday 14" April, 9.45am to 5pm. Booking for

and all punishment ta that sin is obliterated. Sunday bus essential. Cost €25 Adults, €10

What a great gift to mankind from Jesus! Students. Pick-up Sunday Points; Ballylinan 8am,

Ballyadams  8.10am, Stradbally  8.23am,
Portlacise 8.38am (Stradbally Rd. side of Church).
For further information contact 086-2590366,

Viartin Ryan

Gerry Kearns

Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons + Oleo-Mac
= Legacy = Weibang Lawnmowers

Domestic Maintenance Solutions

Adj. ro

fertianies £olf Sep —— Interior/Exterior Domestic Painting
AVONDALE, @

e oS SEoRTES Phone: 085 821 8460

Fully Registered and Insured




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger
and small tipping trailer for hire.

Richard 085-2529893

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rallers

- Window and Door draught proafing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211
www.kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;
Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
0B87-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

KPS CLEANING
# School Cleaning
» General House Cleaning
# Deep Cleaning
. - = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all yvour cleaning needs.

087-9737073

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM

DAVE CUNNINGHAM £&

Church Avenue, Stradbally
s Tarmacadam

s Kerbing

» Drainage

Free Quotations
VAT Registered

CARPENTRY SERVICES ,\
Registered and fully insured
All aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Secondary glazing with instant results
Pergolas, fitted Kitchens, fitted
Slide Robes, supply and At front and
back Palladio Doors

All Maintenance waork undertaken

089-4459958 Tel. 083-0211577 call Dave 086-8209640
www.kukic-hms.ie E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com
Mountain View Eco Wood r /’:ﬁ
EIREWOOD SALES CLARE'S ) NOLAN
NOL AN

- Met hag softwoad logs €4

- Met bag hardwood logs €6

- Met bag kindle wood €3

- Trailer Inad logs (hardwood/ softwood)
- 20kg bags Coal now £15

- Free delivery

- Fuel Vouchers Available

- Phone card or cash payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlacise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

KBTI

LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service,
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential, Non-Judgemental
service in Abbeyleix.
Online counselling sessions
available also.
Enquiries welcome.

Tel. 085-8762314

O’'NEILL ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
Domestic, Agricultural
and Commercial
No job too small!
Contact Tony;

085-2138839

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS
Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

S&R SERVICES

Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms
General Maintenance

087-4896429

For all domestic work

Contact Paddy;
087-2557342

GARDENER
AVAILABLE

Also available for
general
handy work.

Experienced and local. Tel.

Jim 087-6885017




SPANISH &
b ENGLISH
- SUMMER CAMP
In Portlacise
Suitable for all Age groups
Dates: 24'"-28" June
1%-5'" July | 8"-12" July
Times: 9.30am-1pm classes
ipm-2pm Lunch (packed)
12-4pm Activities (Tours, Sports,
Irish Dancing, Bowling etc.)
Native Teachers
For information please contact;

% Laois

Language
Centre
info@laocislanguagecentre.ie
Phone/whatsapp preferable;
087-1738844

FOR SALE
5 high back wooden
chairs in very good
condition. Contact;

086-1639819

Get your Garden in TILING SERVICES
» Floor and Wall Tiling
P (0 ) P4 BB Total Bathroom Refurbishment
» Walk-in Showers/Disabled &
Bathrooms, including demolition,
LAots ” re-construction, wiring and plumbing
GARDEN “# Ensuites added to existing rooms
MAINTENANCE No job too small '
- Ower 25 years experience &
Experienced in all types of ~ 1 Call John 087-9414439
Garden Maintenance PODIATRIST
. T A e
: - MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

LAWN CUTTING
SERVICES

No lawn too big or small!
Grass removal if needed
Maintenance of common grass
areas in estates. Feel free to call
if you have any guestions.
Contact Shaun 085-1754009

SPANISH

GRINDS

Junior and Leaving
Cert. Contact;
087-2460268

1'_ Iy

PREGNANCY YOGA CLASSE
Tuesdays 7-8pm
6 week course starting April 9t
An Croi Community Centre,
Portlaoise, R32VY22
Suitable for 12 weeks and
onwards. To book contact;

Aocife 085-7258710

FOR SALE; Fridge Freezer, almost new, €150.
Also 21" TV €20. Contact; 089-4290216

SUM OF MONEY FOUND near Mulhalls
recently. Tel.; 087-9665566

FOR SALE

Ladies “President”
Bicycle in good
condition, €70.

Contact Patrick;
087-2374322

Visitors from Edinburgh to Portlacise Parish Centre, Friday 15" March

Margaret Igoe, Aileen Charleston, Frank Charleston, Denise Charleston and
Collette Charleston, pictured with Fr. Ciprian.




I've Just Seen Jesus

Early on Sunday morning, while it was still
dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb

~ where Jesus had been buried. She found
that the stone had been rolled away from the entrance.
She ran and found Simon Peter and another disciple,
whose name was John. She told them, "They have taken the Lord’s body out of the
tomb, and I don’t know where they have put him!"

Peter and John started out for the tomb. They were both running, but John outran Peter
and reached the tomb first. He stooped and looked in and saw the linen wrappings lying
there, but he didn't go in. Then Simon Peter arrived and went inside. He also noticed the
linen wrappings, while the cloth that had covered Jesus’ head was folded up and lying
apart from the other wrappings. Then the disciple who had reached the tomb first also
went in, and he saw and believed -- for until then they still hadnt understood the
Scriptures that said Jesus must rise from the dead. Then they went home.

Mary stayed behind and stood outside the tomb weeping. As she knelt down and looked
inside, she saw two angels dressed in white. They asked her why she was crying. She
told them that someone had taken her master and she didn't know where they had
taken him. Then, Mary turned and saw a man standing behind her. It was Jesus, but
Mary did not recognize Him. She thought he was the gardener. Then Jesus called her by
name and, when she heard his voice, she recognised Him. After she saw that it was
Jesus, she went to the disciples and said to them, "I've just seen Jesus! He is alive!"

Some people, like Mary, Peter, and John cant see Jesus because they are
looking for Him in a grave or on a cross. He isn’t there! He is risen and is ¢
seated at the right hand of His Father in heaven. If you want to see Jesus,
look in His Word, He will reveal Himself to you, just as He did to Mary!

PRAYER

Father, we thank you that Jesus, our Saviour, is not in a grave. He is
alive! We serve a risen Saviour! Hallelujah! In Jesus' name we pray.
Amen.




Easter Vigil Mass 0

On Holy Saturday night we gather to celebrate that Jesus is risen from the
dead. We light our Paschal or Easter Fire as a reminder that Jesus is
From that fire a new Paschal or Easter Candle
is lit, placed in a special candlestick and put where we can all see it, usually A
near the altar or ambo. The Paschal Candle will be lit at every Mass during
the Easter Season. It is also lit during Baptisms and Funerals throughout
the year. The Paschal Candle is different from other candles because it has
special markings or symbols on it that remind us of how much Jesus loved

us. Look at the coloured picture and see if you can make your own Paschal
Candle. Q

First draw a large red cross on the candle. Now draw a Letter A at the top
of the Cross and the upside down horseshoe at the bottom of the -
Cross. In Greek, the letter A is called Alpha and the upside down horse-

shoe is the final letter of the Greek alphabet. It is called Omega. This is to remind us
that Jesus is the beginning and the end of everything.

The current year is placed in the four corners of the Cross, so now put the figures
2 0 2 4 in the corners. Go in a clockwise direction starting with 2 in the top left hand
corner. Finally five pieces of incense are placed in the points and centre of the Cross
representing the five wounds that Jesus got when he was crucified.

Caster Sunday

Before daybreak Mary Magdalene went to Jesus’ tomb and found the stone had
been rolled away form the entrance. She hurried to tell Jesus’ friends Peter and
John, who raced to the tomb. Peter went in and Jesus was not there. He had
risen from the dead!

On Easter Sunday
We celebrate the Resurrection of Jesus.

Q/nay your
6asfer basket be A” a)( £

ﬂy. (_91{(?}},&)&{&% (g'y%mz* i
g?ﬁlﬂy &5) .Gznways!




L here, O death
is pour victorp?
Where, O deatiy

Is pour stingé. §

]
i

"'Did you not know what the Holy one can do with
dust?’

It's a line from a poem for Ash Wednesday by Jan
Richardson. In it she talks about how things and
people, which can feel like dust and dirt, are made
glorious and beautiful by what God does with them.
God does amazing things with dust.

What must it have felt like on the Sabbath following
the crucifixion? After all that life, energy, noise,
hope? And now silence, disappointment, defeat, and
death? We thought this Jesus was the one to save
Israel! We thought He would bring release for those
who felt held captive. We thought he would heal the
broken hearted. Yet, here we are, the same old
problems, the same old pain. Everything has
changed, and yet nothing has changed. All our hopes
turned to dust. But then, at dawn on Easter Dav,
Mary Magdalene goes to the tomb and finds it empty.
She meets Jesus in the garden and finds that he is
risen! The silence of her grief is interrupted by her
joyful cry of ‘Rabboni’ and she rushes to tell others
that she has seen the Lord!

Hope breaks in again. Even in his weakest moment,
taking upon himself all the brokenness and pain of
the world, God has transformed it all. All the mess,
pain and destructiveness of the world has not
defeated him. As the song says, 'Death is dead, love
has won, Christ has conquered.’

In a world which is hurting, anxious and weary,
which can sometimes feel as dirty as dust, we can
say that God breathes new life into dust, making it
glorious and beautiful. Even the bleakest and darkest
situations cannot overcome him. Even in his own
death, God defeats death and saves us.

Timg to Think!

Easter - A Time to Celebrate

So, we need never lose hope. Whoever we are -
wherever we have come from - there is no entrance
exam or qualifying test to God’s hope and invitation.
Whatever the challenges of today, God is good and
can transform even the most difficult situation that
we face,

Mo one, faltering or steadfast, has an easy journey to
the risen Lord. We all take wrong turns. We all make
mistakes. Mary Magdalene, Peter, and the Beloved
Disciple were no different. This Easter, they continue
to be our companions on our journey to faith in the
risen Lord. They assure us that there is room for
gach of us - for one who sees and believes, for
another who sees and is confused, and yet another
who needs to hear her own name. These three
companions give us hope that despite weaknesses
and failings we too can come to fullness of life and
proclaim the joyful news of the Resurrection.

This Easter, may we know that hope of Ged in Jesus
Christ. May we know again what God can do with
dust, as today we join with the defiant and hopeful
song of the Church through all ages - Christ is Risen!
He is Risen indeed! Alleluia!”

An Easter poem by the English poet, Malcolm Guide.

As though some heavy stone were rolled away,
You find an open door where all was closed,
Wide as an empty tomb on Easter Day.

Lost in your own dark wood, alone, astray,
You pause, as though some secret were disclosed,
As though some heavy stone were rolled away.

You glimpse the sky above you, wan and grey,
Wide through these shadowed branches interposed,
Wide as an empty tomb on Easter Day.

Perhaps there's light enough to find vour way,
For now the tangled wood feels less enclosed,
As though some heavy stone were rolled away.

You lift your feet out of the miry clay,
And seek the light in which you once reposed,
Wide as an empty tomb on Easter Day.

And then Love calls your name, you hear Him say:
The way is open, death has been deposed,

As though some heavy stone were rolled away,
And you are free at last on Easter Day.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow

him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne,

now over 32,000 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish
website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

(1Y

Breda Reddy
née Ryan
The Grange, Portlaoise
and Dublin

(1Y

(1)

(1]

Philip Lewis
The Heath

Evelyn Connor
née Read
Maryborough Village,
Portlaoise and Dublin

Oliver Grogan

The Green, Kilminchy, Portlaoise,
Stradbally and Dublin

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

the death notice at www.poriaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

DANIEL (Dan) FITZPATRICK

Ballydavis, Portlaoise.

R

1+ Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
oy Assumption, the Heath, on
§ Sunday 7t April at 9.30am.

Sadly missed and always

remembered by your loving family.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by logaing on to

ﬁ’ In Loving Memory of ’?
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In Loving Memory of
Our Daddy

KENNETH (Ken) CLEAR

44 (V' Moore Place, Portliuoise.
10" Anniversary away from Home - 1* Apri] 2024

WL

WL

Tomarrow is the Anniversary of
the day that we lost vou,
And for a time it felt as though
our lives had ended too.
But your loss has taught us many
things and now we face each day,
With hope and happy memaories
to help us on our way.
And though we are full of sadness
that you're no longer here, your
influence still guides us and we still feel you very near,
What we shared will never die, for it lives within our
hearts, bringing strength and comfort while we have to
be apart. They say that times a healer, but as the time
goes on, we seem to find it just as hard to face the fact
you've gone.
You'll never be forgotten and every year we'll shed a
tear, but it'’s only because we love you and wish you
were still here. Oh daddy if we could turn back time and
once more hear your voice, we'd tell you out of all the
daddys you'd still be our only choice.
Please always know we lave you and no one will ever
take your place, though the years will come and go,
vour memory will never be erased.
Today God as you're listening from your home in
Heaven above, would you go and find our daddy and
give him all our love.

" " WL WL WL
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@ In Loving Memory of
| SADIE BOHAN

Always just a thought away, loved and missed
everyday. From Becky and Dylan xx
CMay Kemneth Rest in " Reace
Late of 34 St. Brigid's Place, Portlaoise.
40" Anniversary occurs 2" April 2024
We cannot forget the face we loved or the
memory of your smile or the countless things
vou did for us to make our lives warthwhile,
It has been lonely here without you and
grows lonelier everyday,
The world has been a sadder place since
the world took you away, but we know you walk beside us,

A A
L1y L4

L1

L1y L1y
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"

and when our lives are through we pray that God will take
our hands and lead us straight to you.

"

Afways rentembered by frer sons Billy, Jolin, Michael, Maunice,
Fugene, Dermot and Brian, doaghters-in-faw and grondciifdren.

May Obadic (Rest in ' Reace

L
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? In Loving Memory of
' MICHAEL LEWIS

Newpark, Portlaoise. ™" Anniversary occurs 30°" March.
——

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church
this Sunday 31%" March at 11.15am.

Will those who think of Mike today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

N,

L Rat in Reace Mivhael
In Loving Memory of
ANN and BILLY

? ?
0’ CONNOR

Beechlown Portlasixe, whose Anniversaries occur af thix iime.

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in
" Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish
2 : Church, this
~9 Sunday 31 March at 11.15am.

Will those whao think of Ann & Billy today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

May Chey Rest in Raace
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In Loving Memory of
PATRICIA GING

44 St. John's Square, Portlacise.
7™ Anniversary away from home - 31" March 2024
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Sunday 31* March at 10am
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Mot even a goodbye, and
seven years on, we still cant
seem to stop asking the
guestion "why?".
We didn't see this coming, it
hit us by surprise, and when
you left for Heaven, a small
part of us died.
Your smile could brighten anyone's day,
MNo matter what they were going through,
And everyday for the rest of our lives, we will be

Missin 2 You

' ¥ | hinking of you in | leaven today and :-i]waﬂ.-i v
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. Loved and missed by all her loving family,
extended family and friends.

In Loving Memory of
Our Beloved Mother
BERNADETTE COYNE

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
G Anniversary occurs 29% March 2024,
Those we love don't go away,
They walk beside us every day,
Unseen, unheard but always near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.
May God continue to watch over you
and shower you with blessings, Mom.

Missed by all her loving family
and friends xxx g

ClMay CBernic 5 gentle soul
Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of
Our Beloved Sister
BERNIE COYNE-LALOR

Boughlone, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
9 Anniversary occurs 29% March 2024.

No special day is needed for us to
think of you,

For you were someone special, and
we thought the world of you.
Loved and remembered always by
your loving sister Kitty,
brother-in-law Donie and family
and also Mary, Peggy and Trish xx

CMay CBemics gentle soul Rest in Reace

¢

Birthday Remembrance
MARGARET BERGIN

Millhouse, Boley, Abbeyleix.
2nd Birthday away from home occurs 2nd April

It's especially difficult today, not to have
you here, to celebrate the times we've
shared, over another year.
We wish we had just one more chance,
to see your happy smile, to laugh and
| celebrate with you, just for a little while,
i We will hold on to you forever,
Deep within our hearts, and though you are not here
with us, know that we'll never part.
This day was always special, so we just want to say,
We are thinking of you with love, an this your birthday.

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by her loving
husband Jimmy, sons fames, fohn and Owen,
extended family and friends.

Rast in Redace CMargarot
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w? ACKNOWLEDGEMENT AND ? ? In Loving Memory of our Brothers
: FIRST ANNIVERSARY MICKEY & JACK DOYLE

S Late of 37 Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise,
In Loving Memory of

Mickey's 14" Anniversary oceurs 36" March 2024,
CATHERINE DEVOY

Jack's 16™ Anniversary occurred 12" March 2024,
_ Just a prayer from the family
that foved yvou, just a memaory
RE[hIE enabmgue, Ballyman. fond and true, in our hearts you
. On this her first anniversary, will live forever, because we
Catherine's husband Martin and thought the world of you.
family wish to extend their W 1Nt ik Y080 WIR 3 0
dtmcare: thanleand gratitude to hearts and there you shall remain,
family, neighbours and friends
who attended the wake, funeral
Mass and cremation and those
who sent Mass cards and
messages of condolence.
A special word of thanks to
Nora, and Fr. Paddy Byrne who
concelebrated in the funeral Mass.
Many thanks to Des and Carmel Moran, Funeral
Directors, for their kindness and professionalism,
We are grateful to the staff of the Stroke Unit in
Tallaght Hospital and Portlaoise Hospital.
To the staff of the Cuisle Centre for all their work
and kindness to Catherine over a number of years.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone
individually, please accept this acknowledgment as
an expression of our deepest gratitude and
appreciation.
Catherine’s First Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, on
Sunday 7t April at 11am.

Rt in Reace Gutherine
? 29th ANNIVERSARY %

In Loving Memory of Qur Father & Grandad
MICHAEL KERRY

Late of 48 O Moore Place, Portlacise.
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To walk with us throughout our fives, until we meet again.

Always remembered, never forgotten by your loving
sisters Ellen e Guggre and brother Joe.

Way@my@mrhm
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In Loving Memory of ?
LILLIAN O'NEILL CORCORAN

Late of Clontyglass, Portlaoise.
1#t Anniversary occurs 30" March 2024
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
5t Joseph's Church, Mountmellick, on
Thursday 4t April at 7.30pm.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,

But silent tears and loving thoughts
will be with us forever.
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Sadly missed by your husband Richard, children
Darragh, Sean, Rory and Kate, parents Tony, Eilish
and family.

Rt in Reave Lillian
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? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of .
SARAH THOMPSON

29 Qakleaf Place, Portlaovise.
35t Birthday away from Home occurs 3™ April.
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Time may pass and fade away,
But silent thoughts and memories
stay,

No longer in our lives to share,
But in our hearts you are always
there.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Easter Sunday, 31 March at 10am
Though your smile is gone forever,
And your hand we cannot touch,
Still we have so many memaories,
Of the one we loved so much.
Your memory is our keepsake, with which we'll never part,
(zad has you in His keeping, we have you in our hearts.
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Missed, loved and remembered always by your loving
Mam and Dad, your sisters Carrie and Tammy,
your brother Joseph, nieces Abbie, Emily and Poppie
and nephew Noah.

Rast in ' Reace Our Angel
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Sadly missed by all his loving family and friends.

Rest in Reave Dad
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70"" BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE v?
In Loving Memory of
GERARD DUNNE

Braccas, Ballacolla, formerly Borris Little, Portlaocise.
|

r

When ties of love are broken,

And loved ones have to part,

§ _ It leaves a wound that never heals,
m In ever aching hearts.

Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving wife
Kathleen and family xxx

Rest in Reace Gerard

In Loving Memory of
Our Dear Mother

MOIRA WALSHE

Laurel Court, Dublin Road, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 284 March 2024
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You left us special memories,
Your love is still our guide,
And though we cannat see you,
You are always by our side.
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Loved and missed by all her loving
family, extended family and friends.

Rest in RPeave CMoira

In Loving Memory of
JERRY LODGE

'Curradubh’, Ridge Rd., Portlaoise.
6" Anniversary occurs 3™ April 2024
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No farewell words were spoken,
No time to say goodbye,
You were gone before we knew it
And only God knows why.

T
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Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church on
Monday 1" April at 10am.
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}®  In Loving Memory of @

BERNARD DEVANEY

Newpark, Portlaoise. Died 28" March 2020
4» Anniversary occurs at this time
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on

Sunday 7" April at 12:30pm.

Greatly missed and fondly remembered
by fiis famify and friends.
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JOHN, ESTHER AND
JOE O’LEARY

Rathleague, Portlavise.
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John's 30" Anniversary occurs 3 April 2024
Esther's 15t Anniversary occurs 3™ April 2024
Joe's 26th Anniversary occurs 11t June 2024
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Your presence we miss, your memories we treasure,
Loving vou always, forgetting you never.

"

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this Sunday
315t March at 11.15am.

¥

§i

Also remembering John's 60t Birthday which occurs
16% April 2024

Loved and remembered always by your brother
Tim, Joyce, Nicole, Joseph, Robyn, Sean, Brooke,
Alishia, David, Taidgh, Eimear and family.
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In Loving Memory of ?
SEAN FENLON

19 Liogard, Portlaoise.
184 Apniversary occurs 294 March 2024

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Saturday 6th April at 10am.

A day without a thought of you is very hard to find,
I'm always thinking ef you and you are always an
my mind, all the things we did together,

'l remember them forever.

Always remembered by his loving wife Bridie, daughters Mary and
Theresa, grandchildren, extended family and friends.

Rest in Reace Obean

+ KEEGAN'S ¥
l FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

.
o

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbevyleix Road, Portlaoise.,

[opposite the E.5.B. and Condell tractors)
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Contact;
057-8620567
PAUL; DB7-2562137 -
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086-2770095
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- MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
;p THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
< For the perfect tribuie card for your loved one
A oitr bespoke memarial cards.
Create a eollage of images illnstrating
the life of your loved one with onr
expert Design Team,
Al our Cards are individually designed

wnigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
[for additional photes or images.
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Unit 3, Clonmimiany B
Portlacise, Co. Laois

BO57 86 34030
www.mochuaprint.ie

[1]
L

dk
"

.. . . . . . ..
bl - " el

- - - - - - - - -
= - & W -, " = " - "

L/
[
WL

S Rostlanise)
aolone Gentrie)

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre s
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unigque Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 38 Clanmingm
Business Park
Portlaoise, Ca. Lapis.
R32 DWM

Tel: 057 8660258 -
Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlaoisestone.ie
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ST. PETER & PAULS

PORTLAQISE
CEMETERY

COMMITTEE

would like to take this
opportunity to

Thanks o

for your continued support
at our recent

CHURCH GATE
COLLECTION
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Results for
28" March 2024

P0G er

No €10,000 Jackpot Winner

Portlaoise Parish

WINMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Jacinta Byrne Online Lotto
John Conroy Parish Centre
Bernie Houlihan 13 Lucy Kelly
Lynda Mitchell Frank Cullen
Martin Maher i Brid Davis
Don Devlin - Anthony Preston
EBCKH Receive EBCKH

Aoife Bartley €77 Peter Ryan
Lar Dowling each Paul Dooley
Joanie O’Shea Greg Keenan
Mark Bartley Mary Bartley
Fitzgerald Family Ann Lanham

Michael Heffernan

Play PARISH

@@@@@ Follow Us

OMNLINE —& Like Uso portlasiseparishlacis

www.portlasisaparish.le

Next Week’s Jackpot is €11,000

Frances Byrne

y @PortlasiseParis

Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34.37-43 | Psalm 117:1-2. 16-17. 22-23
Colossians 3:1-4 | John 20:1-9

Supporting our Parish

Each ome must give as fe or she has decided in thelr heant, nol reluctantly or
under compuision, for God loves & cheerful giver’ 2 Corinthians 9:7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* 5tanding Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlacise Parish Account: |[BAN: IES3AIBKS533279516658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAM: IE12ZAIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

2=  Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
ﬁ Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

| ;&, Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Deacon Eugene Keyes
s Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm Tel: 057 8621142
QOutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding stalements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Parches,
Diocesan Deslgnated Lialson Person
Ailish Higgins  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

I‘:-.

i~ F|

e — — R

Office Hours Monday to Friday 3am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter; @portlaoiseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

{Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass Hmes (57 BR00119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

Iirl Secretary: Julie Conroy
lJ Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to Spm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to avallabllity of space
E-mail: linkup@ portlaoiseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



New Lawn Constructions
Sod/Seed options
T o
' Robotic Mowing Solutions
Sales/Installation/Service .
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Green Space Professionals %7
v BRI
and Sports Surfaces ____.i: s

Kressm

DOMESTIC &
COMMERCIAL RANGE

........
.............

For a limited time only, we are offering unique Bundle Deals on all
Kress Hedge Trimmers, Chainsaws, Leaf Blowers and Push Mowers.
Great savings to be made but hurry as these offers end on 31st July 2024.

Visit our online shop at Www.greenfeetshop.com

.greenfeet.ie




