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Third Sunday of Easter

This weekend we begin our First Holy Communion Masses. Over the next few weeks in 9 ceremonies

more than 300 young girls and boys will make their First Holy Communion. We do hope it will be a
blessed and happy time for them and their families.

Our thanks to the teachers and all who were involved in their preparation.
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Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Finding the Mass times for the coming week
M = {Parish Church or atherwise stated)
eaning "
Monday - Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Were the other v v
disciples really so saturday: 1am
very different from Sunday
Doubting Thomas? Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
When they saw Jesus 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
in their midst, they CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
took some convincing that it really was Jesus and not Sunday: 9.30am
a ghost that had come to visit them. The gospel CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA
uutlirjes four pieces of proof tijat Jesus uses to Sunday: 10am
convince them that he really has risen from the dead. CONFESSIONS
they can touch him to check that he is really flesh

We welcome into our Parish Community
Carly Flynn, Kirwan Park, Mountmellick

and bone, and they can watch him eat a meal that g
they have prepared. The fourth proof is when lesus
opens their minds so that they can understand the [& ..
prophecies that were made in the Old Testament,
and which he has fulfilled by rising from the dead.

We are not as lucky as the first disciples. Two
thousand years down the line we do not have the
benefit of their first-hand experience. We cannot look
at Jesus, we cannot touch him, or share a meal. The
fourth proof though, the prophecies in the Old

Clodagh Bebhinn Tucker, The Beeches, Forest Park
Harper May Buggy, College Avenue, Mountmellick
Kate Emma Walsh, Mill Lane, Marette
Eoghan Daniel Cooper, Rockdale, Mountrath Road
molly Eabha Donoghue Shaw, Hawthorn Way, Esker Hills
Halle Kate Brophy, Lake Drive, Kilminchy

Lottie Patricia Lawless, Castle Mews, Kilminchy

Testament are still there for us to read. The only Who were baptised last weekend.
trouble is, the Bible isn't always an easy book to = B
read. We read a passage and fail to understand it. Trocaire

Sometimes we think we understand the literal| Total amount collected to date €12,007.12
meaning but the words fail to offer any significance. P"EE'SFI—'_I'JT"“EI _afl'.'!‘.-"cremalnmgd-rmtal_f ﬁOKEE
It would be good if Jesus could open our minds up as tothe Farish Centre, and we wilj then

he did for those first disciples when they had trouble forwhraitie mtﬁ;? ;rg;ii.re R e

understanding the meaning of his death and Thank you for your generous support.
resurrection.

One thing is for sure, understanding the Bible isn't
going to happen magically, just as it didn't happen
overnight for the disciples. We know that everything
worthwhile takes effort. Playing a musical instrument
takes years of practice. Being good at a sport takes y
considerable training. Learning a language demands / . T
a concerted amount of study and hard work. So too, # ‘ ;

we have to apply ourselves to understanding what

we read in the Bible. We have to consider each See by my hands and my feet
passage for some time before we can really grasp it ﬂlﬂtiﬁSllﬂ’ﬂElf.

... sometimes a single verse or phrase. Often we can :
derive great satisfaction from knowing that those Touch me and see for vourselves;
parts we struggled with the longest hold the greatest a ghost has no flesh and bones
meaning. The Bible yields up its greatest treasures to as you can see | have.

those who persevere. LIE 24:39



MULHALL MEATS

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.I.S.H.A.A.

s Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Heoring Aids availoble incl, FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
ALDS TO YALUE OF €1000 TO ELIEIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupotional Screening Tests
» Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, etc.
» Hearing Aid Botteries, Minor Repairs, efc, (incl, pastal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 067 8692289 Mobile: 0BS 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiclogy.ie

= STRECT SAFETY MEASURES I[N PLALCE, IN LINE WITH ADVICE OF THE GOVERNMENT & HSE GUIDELINES®®

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Silverside

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.

JOHN SUGRLUE #5c pmsc Misce MICOLA CALDBECK o5 M50P MAACP
CONOR BOLTON 85 a5 assce

Online booking: www.laocisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Services inclide

Manual Therapy = Exercise Prescription
Post-Operative Care Programmes
Taping # Home Visits
Dry Needling e Exercises Classes
Ergonomic Assessment & Presentation

Now offering Parkinsons specific Physio

Cpening Hors:

Mon: 9:30am -5:40pm  Thurs: 9:00am -6:30pm
Tves: :fam -6:50pm Az 8:50am -5:20pm
Wed: 2:003m -5.30pm

Thanks as always for vour support
Kind Regards, all @ Laois Physiotherapy Clinic




CEI.EBRATE
WITH US

Create memorable moments
at Maldron Hotel Portlaoise!

o miestor

FINGER FPOODD FCTOURES MEAL

vt Ay €15,  €35pp
€16pp
Birehelay

i -Sguln| I'F | E:I-.= I I |
057 269 5o00 Y L

salesportlagispidmaldronhotelscom

maldranhotelparclss s cam PORTLADISE

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

Have you got your
Charity No. 20206307

Cinema Night
in aid of

RADIG MARIA

IRELANDA

In the Balcony Cinema
Mountmellick - RZ3WPa8

Doors open at 8:00pm f(

Cost: €10
Limited places- Booking only with Antoinette on OB60803047
(9:15am-1:30pm & 7:00pm-9:00pm)

GARY HOFMEISTER
Tiler

Ballyfin, Portlaoise, Laois | 085-7286698

"
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FlFTYfiE VEN™ |
: Boutigque & Gift Emporium
i PN
Athy & Durrow

Spring Coats

Instore & Online Now

Open Mnndny-inturdny 10am- 5:30pm

Tuesday 16 April, 8.15pm 5‘

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

 NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669




BREEN STEEL SHEDS

STEEL SHEDS CATTLE CRUSHES ALL WEATHER CLOTHESLINES

Various sizes of Cattle Crushes and all weather Clotheslines available to order.

Maintenance free Steel Mobile Garden Sheds in a choice of colours.

PVC coated with non drip sheeting to avoid condensation.

Timber or Concrete floors fitted.

Delivered and erected on site, can be transported in sections or fully assembled.

All sizes manufactured; 7x5, 8x14, 10x8, 10x17, 10x20, 20x24

Our range of Steel Sheds include two variations of buildings with many uses; garages for vehicle storage in
residential areas, small workshops, office accommodation, store rooms, games rooms.

Manufacturing Security Steel Frames for Windows and Doors.

Drim, Mountrath, Co. Laocis | Tel; 087-9444098 / 086-1732542 | E-mail: info@breensteelsheds.ie

ﬂ' DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

WW
W dUI‘IkEEnml ie Locally owned and locally run
—————

| T o B for a personalised, reliable and

. e friendly service at all times. We

Py AT believe in fast efficient service,

& DUNKEE" o,"_ r - either the same day delivery or

¥ OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR Y T el a no hassle following day
. Ay delivery with 5 trucks looking

after your area. There has
never been a better time to

order your heating oil from
Dunkeen Oil!

Contact Marcus directly

on 086 2904029 {(any time)

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaocise Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices or order online on w.dunkeenoil.ie




L. /Business

Irish Enterprise
Awards 2022

BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY
— HIDLANDS 2022

ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2011

* MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

{?; GE]L YOURSELF NOTICEDR
THE PRINTER YOU
/

GRAPAIC

"4

MERCHANDISES:
PRUMUTIUNAL

EME
LY4d)

WIDETURMAL

PRINTING

LURPORAIE &
RETAILPRINT

NEED |

HINK
'_a=.'r,.l.'

PUBLICATIONY

DESIGN
Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569

:_L.,__‘BGSTIK

ALL IRELAND
CONFINED
DRAMA
FINALS 2024

\Siiabh aughey reup|

“Agres of God" by John Phelmeir
15t Patrick's O el i

“Faith Healer® by Erian Friel

:'_.'l_lllﬁ'u:ulf- Aergtaur Cramatic &

mochuaprint.ie

G fLin DAL

The Red Door

Boutique Hair Salon

No. 1 The Old Abbeyleix Road,
Portlaoise

Offering quite and comfortable surroundings whilst
providing bespoke Hairstyles to suit all face shapes and
hair types. Exclusively using the premium brand Redken
to guarantee our clients shine and condition.

To book your appointment phone or text;

086-7834041




Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | {) seandoylelightengineering

Clothes line poles, covered clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Portlacise Active Retirement meet every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of friendship, fun
and activities.

Monday 15™: Bowls in St. Mary's Sports hall at 3pm. Wednesday 17™; Quiz

Thursday 18™; Cards in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm, new members always welcome, tuition given.

For further information please contact P.R. 0. Sheila at 087-6204617.

Results of Whist Drive held in Parish Centre on Tuesday, April 9';

Top Score: Paddy Purcell | 1¥ Lady: Maureen Fitzpatrick | 2™ Lady: Kit Farrell | 1 Gent: Liam McCarthney

2™ Gent: Ann-Marie Farrell | 1* Half: Norah Delaney | 2™ Half: P.J. Cahill

Raffle: 1% Kit Farrell, 2™ Mary Gowing, 3™ P.1. Cahill, 4" Frank Keenan, 5 Mary 1. Dunne, & Catherine Fitzpatrick
Whist continues every Tuesday evening in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm.

Graiguecullen Bingo Tuesday 16™ April in St. Fiacc’s Hall, 8.30pm; Jackpot on 50 numbers €3,300

Double number €810 and Lotto €1,000,

Daffodil Day Message of Thanks; Many thanks to all of the volunteers who helped to make Daffodil Day in
Portlacise this year a big success. Special thanks to the TY group from Scoil Chriost Ri who helped prepare the fresh
flowers and collected at some of the locations. Thanks of course to the generous donors to this good cause, We
collected over €20,000 on the day.

Found; Green florescent beaded necklace found in the grounds of St. Mary's Hall during the week. Tel, 085-2689767.
Ballyfin Vintage & Veteran Club, Auto-jumble Sunday 14"™ April 2024 from 8am in the Community Hall,
Ballyfin; Strictly vintage, veteran and artisanal related stalls and traders. Pre-registration and approval for stalls
required. Proceeds in support of local charities. For queries or information on the Ballyfin Vintage & Veteran Club,
please message, text or call 086-3101822.

Wellness unLAOISed is a free 12-week online programme which aims to increase physical activity participation rates
and health education knowledge in relation to physical activity, nutrition and health. It is designed and delivered by
health professionals (clinical exercise physiologists, registered nutritionist and fitness instructors) for adults in Offaly
and Laois. The programme is free for participants as it is funded by Laois Sports Partnership, Offaly Sports Partnership
and Sport Ireland. Participants will be invited to participate in two 40-minute exercise classes and one 30-minute
health education workshop per week. There will be a live healthy eating cooking demonstration every second week.
The programme will be delivered online via an innovative app and will start on Wednesday 17" April. To sign up wvisit
https Heduﬁt |efwellne55 unlamsedr’ ar fcar more :nﬁ:- please ernall pru-grammes@eduﬂt ie or phune 083 3?4 8262

i ral ing [ ona 2

Third I_e'urei Educatmn Imth re and post-entr fnr Teachers Parents Carers Pu ils;

Wednesday 17 April from 7pm to 8pm. Registration: https://bit.ly/49xtyf4

Looking at appropriate support and resources to help pupils navigate this transition successfully and will look at the
current supports available in Higher Education Institutes both pre and post-entry. It will also address the DARE and
HEAR access routes to education.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine ngr.\r Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday-Saturday) and Sunday 3pm (Adoration),
St. Joseph's Prayer Group; Holy Hour, Adoration & Prayer for vocations, every Friday at 3pm in the Parish Church.
Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help continues this Monday 15”‘ April at 7.30pm in St Clare's Church,

Graiguecullen. Rosary recited at 7.10pm and Movena begins at 7.30pm. We invite people to place their patitions in I:he
petition boxes in St. Clare’s Church. During our Movena, through the prayers of our Faith Community and the
intercession of Our Lady we will ask Jesus to relieve whatever burdens we carry. Guest Speaker for the night is Rachel
Doyle, Founder of Arboretum-Horticulturist and author of a new book "My Tree of Life".

FOR SALE

Perspex Shower
Quadrant and

Viartin Ryan

Lawnmower Sales E Service

= Solo Ride-ons = Oleo-Mac

* Legacy < Weibang Lawnmowers white base
;ti}.r':.—'uwucm B—— €100 o.n.o.
ARBEVLEDROAD, ) Contact Patrick;
o> i 087-2374322

T

Gerry Kearns

Domestic Maintenance Solutions
Interior/Exterior Domestic Painting

Phone: 085 821 8460
Fully Registered and Insured

Scoil Fionntain Naofa, Shanahoe
will host their Annual Tractor,
Truck and Vintage Day Fundraiser on

Sunday, September 29th




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger
and small tipping trailer for hire.
Richard 085-2529893

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211
www. kukic-hms.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

KPS CLEANING
» School Cleaning
» General House Cleaning
o Deep Cleaning
. -~ = End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all vour cleaning needs.

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 087-9737073
PAINTING & PAT LALOR TARMACADAM | DAVE CUNNINGHAM £&
DECORATING Church Avenue, Stradbally | CARPENTRY SERVICES #'%

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

e Tarmacadam
s Kerbing
+ Drainage
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

Registered and fully insured
Al aspects of Carpentry work undertaken
Secondary glazing with instant results
Pergolas, fitted Kitchens, fitted
Slide Robes, supply and fit front and
back Palladio Doors
All Maintenance work undertaken
Call Dave 086-8209640

davecunninghamdrom@gmail.com

CLARE'S @

Stradhally Rd Portlamse
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

) NOLAN

MOLAN

“e" LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www . jacknolan.ie

O'NEILL ELECTRICAL
SERVICES
Domestic, Agricultural
and Commercial
No job too small!
Contact Tony;

085-2138839

Al CHIMNEY SWEEP
& CAMERA SURVEYS

Brush & Vac. No mess -
totally clean job. Bird
guards and cowls fitted.
Contact Martin;

087-9616098

Mountain View Eco Wood
FIREWOOD SALES
- Met bag softwood logs €4
- Met bag hardwood logs €6
= Mat bag kindle wood €3
- Trailer load logs {hardwood/softwood)
- 20kg bags Coal now €15
- Free delivery
= Fuel Vauchers Available
- Phone card or cash payments accepied
Contact Fintan 087-7645855
LAOIS COUNSELLING
SERVICES
Professional, Supportive,
Confidential, Non-Judgemental
service in Abbeyleix.
Online counselling sessions
available also.
Enquiries welcome.

Tel. 085-8762314
S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms
General Maintenance
087-4896429

I1 ELECTRICIAN
ﬁ E AVAILABLE
For all domestic work

Contact Paddy;
087-2557342

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Saturday 13" April in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.
All are welcome.




GARDENER |t @ en TG LT

- AVAILABLE |5 BT () P b
__ Also available for
' general LAOIS
handy work. GARDEN ”
Experienced and local. Tel. MAINTENANCE
2 D57 -RERa0L7 Experienced in all types of
PODIATRIST ‘Garden Maintenance
MAY COLLINS i R R N R
Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel;
086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

AND DECORATOR ' , SPANISH
20+ Years Experience M"l G RI N D S

Interior/Exterior
"% Residential/Commercial Junior and ]_eaving

Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture Cert. Contact;
087-2460268

Contact Gary Kelly;
086-0717172

= Ensuites added to existing rooms

TILING SERVICES
# Floor and Wall Tiling |
» Total Bathroom Refurbishment
= Walk-in Showers/Disabled
Bathrooms, including demaolition,
re-construction, wiring and plumbing

Mo job too small
- Owver 25 years experience
~ Call John 087-9414439

T ey

LAWN CUTTING
SERVICES

Mo lawn too big or small!
Grass removal if needed
Maintenance of common grass
areas in estates. Feel free to call
if you have any guestions.
Contact Shaun 085-1754009

NIGHT TIME CARER
REQUIRED

For elderly person, approximately
5 nights per week, some weekend
nights rotating, 1 hour needed from
Spm to 10pm, mature person may be
more suitable for the care needs
required.
For further enguiries please contact;

086-2259540

WHIST &,
ABBEYLEIX

Whist is now being played
every Sunday night at 8pm
in Abbeyleix Community
Hospital.

All are welcome.

LADY AVAILABLE FOR
CARE OF THE ELDERLY

All aspects of personal care and
home help covered, day, night
and over nights, reasonable rates,
gualified with references
avalilable. Please contact Margaret

087-6584665

PAINTER

»  REQUIRED

For indoor painting
Contact Bridget;
087-2803428

/ The Brazilian cammunity\
"Catolicos em Laois” invites
you and your family to join us
for a Mass in Portuguese,
which will be celebrated in
the Parish Church, on
Saturday 20t April at 7.30pm.
All are welcome,

. Peter & Paul’s Roman Catholic Church
R32R684 - Portlaoise

Venha, participe e traga um amigo!

Faca parte desta comunidade.



Is it Jesus,
or a Ghost?

I remember times when I was a youngster when I went
on camping trips. One of the favourite activities on
those trips was sitting around a campfire at night and
telling ghost stories. Even though I kept telling myself,
"There is no such thing as a ghost," that didn't keep
some of those stories from scaring the davlights out of
me, and they often made it difficult for me to go to
sleep that night.

Even in Bible times, some people believed in ghosts and were afraid of them. Today's Bible lesson
is one example of that.

The story begins after two men had walked along a road to a place called Emmaus. They were
discussing the crucifixion of Jesus and all of the events that had taken place in the past few days.
They wondered what it all meant. As they walked, they were joined by a man on their walk. They
did not recognize that the man was Jesus. There is much more to that part of the story, but it is
enough for now that we know that Jesus revealed himself to them. Finally, they recognised that
the man was Jesus. They were so excited to see that Jesus was alive that they jumped up and
walked all the way back to Jerusalem.

The two men found Jesus' disciples and began telling them what they had seen. The Bible tells us
that as they said these things, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, "Peace be to
you." Do you think the disciples felt peace? No! The Bible says that they were terrified and filled
with fear, thinking that they had seen a ghost!

Once again Jesus spoke to his disciples. "Why are you troubled, and why do doubts arise in your
hearts? Look at my hands. Look at my feet. You can see that it's really me. Touch me and make
sure that I am not a ghost, because ghosts don't have bodies, as you see that I do.”

Still the disciples stood in disbelief, so Jesus asked them, "Do you have anything here to eat?”
They gave him a piece of fish, and he ate it as they watched. That was even further proof that
they were not seeing a ghost. A ghost doesn't need food.

The disciples had seen Jesus die. They had seen him placed in a tomb. But now they saw Jesus
alive. Not just this day, but for more than 40 days, they saw him and talked with him. They even
watched him eat food. They were not seeing a ghost! Those same disciples went all over the
world, telling the story of Jesus’ crucifixion, his death, and his resurrection. They never stopped
telling the story during their whole lives.

You and I have been called to tell the story just like those disciples. We must be a witness for

Jesus, too. We must tell the world that Jesus is alive.

QOur Father, we serve a risen Saviour, He is alive!

Help us to be witnesses of what he has done in our lives. In Jesus' name we
pray. Amen.




Jesus Appears to the Disciples

While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and

said to them, “"Peace be with you.” Luke 24

The words below have been written in code. Use the hints in the decoder at the top of the page to
help break the code (the letters on top are the correct answers, the letters on the bottom are the

code). Write the correct word on the line provided beside each code word.

AIB(C[D|E|F|[G|H|I|[J|K|LIM|N|O|P[Q[R|S|T|U|V[W|X|Y|Z
11213|14[5|6(7]8]9[10{11]12|13|14|15[16|17{18]|19(20]21(22|23|24|25|26
1. 16-5-1-3-5
2. 8-1-14-4-19

3. 4-15-21-2-20-19

4. 2-15-14-5-19

5. 6-5-5-20

6. 6-18-9-7-8-20-5-14-5-4

7. 10-5-19-21-19

8. 7-8-15-19-20

9. 6-12-5-19-8

10. 6-9-19-8

PEACE HANDS DOUBTS
BONES FEET FRIGHTENED
JESUS GHOST FLESH FISH




It is hard to go through a day without feeling
negative towards someone who crosses our path.
It could be a flippant remark passed in our
direction, that we may personalise and then own,
or someone walking a dog without a lead, or, if
you drive, a motorist who changes lane in front of
you without warning. Or it could be someone you
don't actually see, such as a commentator on the
radio. The trouble is that the negative feelings can
stay with us and spoil our day.

Qur Christian faith offers us a way that lessens the
sense of offence we feel. The Bible gives us a
story of two travellers walking away from
Jerusalem after the crucifixion of Jesus. They get
talking to a man on the road who talks to them
inspiringly about the Holy Scriptures. In fact, the
man is Jesus, someone they had known well, who
is now risen from the dead. The Bible says “their
eyes were held so that they did not know it was
Jesus”. But elsewhere the Bible goes further than
that and tells us that, without knowing it, we
encounter Jesus in every person we meet. We are
all "members of Christ’s body”. In the story of the
King in Matthew's Gospel, Jesus passes judgement
on the way we have treated other people in this
life and ends by saying, "ds long as you aid it to
one of the least of my brothers you did it to me”.
The Bible is sprinkled with similar sentiments:
"Whoever receives you, receives me”, "Whoever is
generous to the poor, lends to the Lord”.

Jesus had the gift of loving everyone he met, even
those who were implicated in his ftrial, and
execution on the cross. "Father, forgive them”, he
said as he was dying, "for they do not know what
they are doing!” Elsewhere we find Jesus
befriending many members of the "out groups” of
the time, - lepers and others regarded as
‘wunclean’by the Jews; officials who collected taxes
for the Roman occupiers; prostitutes and so on.
Jesus wants to pass on to us this gift, of loving
everyone we meet. This requires a change of
perspective. We all know the kind of optical
illusions, found easily on the internet, where an
image can look like a duck or of a rabbit,
depending on how you change your way of looking
at the image. It can take a bit of effort. In some
countries, the wearing of a headscarf by a woman
can trigger a feeling of resentment or even fear,
or an assumption that she is a fanatic. The next
day the same woman may decide not to wear a
headscarf, perhaps because she is going for an

Time to Think!

Seeing Jesus in others....

esus Christ in all his

Every day

g disguises,

interview, and people see her as a completely
different person, maybe simply as kind-looking
and attractive, because their perspective has
undergone a change.

Mother Teresa said, "7 see Jesus in every human
being. I say to myself, this is hungry Jesus, I must
feed him. This is sick Jesus. This one has leprosy
or gangrene. I must wash him and tend to him. I
serve because I love Jesus” It requires a mental
effort of this kind to look for the positive in peaple
rather than the negative. We could start by giving
people the benefit of the doubt. We could see the
cross woman in the shop as “the tired and
fed-up Jesus”, perhaps trapped in a loveless
marriage to a weak person who gambles most of
the household income. Or on coming across an
aggressive driver, "this is the angry Jesus” maybe
because her boss has just promoted a charming
but very lazy subordinate over her head. Crucially,
in respect of all those who inspire negative
feelings in us, we should think, "there but for the
grace of God go I”. Jesus constantly told us not to
count ourselves better than anyone else. Feelings
are neither right nor wrong, it's how we act them
out brings consequences.

Lightening the Load

The first thing we have to do is to notice that
we've lopaded down this camel with so much
baggage
We'll never get through the desert alive,
something has to qgo.
Then we can begin to dump the thousand things
we've brought along until even the camel has to
go and we're walking barefoot on the desert sand.
There’s no telling what will happen then.
But I've heard that someone, walking in this way,
has seen a burning bush.

- Francis Dorff, O. Praam

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twilter @frpaddybyrne, now over 32,100 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on s Blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.fe/articles
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY :

e s

In Loving Memory of &
JOE DOYLE

Maryborough Village, Portlaocise.
5% Anniversary occurred 12t April 2024.
Remember Me
Remember me when flowers
bloom early in the Spring,
Remember me on sunny days
in the fun that Summer brings.
Remember me in the fall, as you
walk through leaves of gold, and
remember me in wintertime,
in the stories that are told.
But most of all remember each day, right from the
start, { will be forever near,
For I live within your heart
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Paddy Macken

Summerhill Lane
Portlaoise
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Always loved, never forgotten, forever missed,
by Clare X

Also remembered by The Delaney and Doyle families
and friends.

Rest in Reave ~Joe
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John Sinnott Snr.
Borris Road
Portlaoise
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? In Loving Memory of ?‘
* JOHN and BILLY CARROLL
Newtown, Ballyroan.

John's 3" Anniversary occurs 15% April
Billy's 11'* Anniversary occurred 11t April
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.

A message of sympathy may be left for the family by kegging on to
the death notice at www.portiaciseparish.iefdeathnotices

Rest in peace dear loved
anes, thanks for all that
vou have done.

We pray that God has
given you, the crowns

©  In Loving Memory of @ |G 3 ouicwcuuon

Sadly missed by all their loving famili
TOM FITZPATRICK i ot ol aad e
Pleasant Place, Portlaoise. ay r _g?ﬁ'??f SO (Eﬁﬁkﬁ“ i Pedace

32nd Anniversary occurs 14™ April 2024 z 4
IR Arniversary Mass will be celebrated ? Birthday Remembrance ?

in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, f CATHERINE QUIGLE}" née Whelan

this Sunday 14 April at 11.15am. : 2
Rockdale, Portlocise, Died 24 November 2022,

We think of you in silénce, 2 Birthday away from home.
We often speak your name,

But all we have are memories, Deep in the heart lies a picture,
And your picture in a frame. Of a loved one laid to rest,

Your resting place we visit, ] In memories frame we keep it,

And put flowers there with care, i Because she was one of the best.
But no one knows the heartache, as we turn and leave : =% Sadly missed and always remembered
you there. " b by your husband Kevin, daughters

Sadly missed, loved and remembered by all his ? ! — Selene, Siobhan and Noreen,

loving family !; / son Ronan and grandchildren.

Rest in Reave Com - Rest in Reave Gatherine
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In Loving Memory of

PATRICK (Paddy) CASEY

Ballymaddock, Stradbally.
7" Anniversary occurs 26" April 2024,

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the Assumption,
the Heath, at 9:30am, on
Sunday 21 April.

God saw you getting tired,
When a cure was not to be,

He closed His arms around you,
And whispered "Come to me”.
With tearful eyes we watched you, and saw you pass
away, although we loved yvou dearly,

We could not make you stay.

F

Always remembered by his wife Christina,
sons Joe and Colm, daughters Claire and
Annmarie and his loving grandchildren.

Rest in Reace Datrick

In Loving Memory of ®
MARY (Mollie) KEOGH

Ridge Road, Portlaoise,
whose 26 Anniversary
occurs at this time.

ALSO HER SON
PAT KEOGH

whose 30t Anniversary
occurs 215 April 2024

A silent thought, a quiet prayer,
For special people in God's care,
Deep are the memories, precious they stay,
No passing of time can take them away.

Loved and remembered everyday by all your
loving family.

CMay Mary & Pat Rest in Reace

? BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
My Nephew
ROBERT MYERS

2 Birthday away from home occurs at this time.

We think of vou in silence,
We often speak your name,
But all we have are memaories,
And your picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit,
And put flowers there with care,
- But no one knows the heartache,
> As we turn and leave you there.
Sadly missed by your Aunty Anne Marie, cousins Kalie,
Rachael & Raisin

Chay Robert Rest S Reace

In Loving Memory of

A dear Husband, Father & Grandfather

-
BRENDAN DELANEY

Green Mill Lane and 5t Brigid's Place, Portlasise.

Brendan’s 92rd birthday occurred 11t April 2024
28" Anniversary occurred 144 April 2024

It's lonely here without vou,
We miss vou more each day,
For life is not the same to us,
since you were called away.

To your resting place we visit and
place flowers there with care,
But no one knows our heartache
when we turn and leave you there.

Sadly missed, never forgotten by your loving wife Anne,
Angie, Kelley, Tracy, Brendan, Séan, Laura,
grandchildren and great-grandson.

Also remembering his mother Mary Delaney, Green Mill Lane,
whose anniversary occurred 13 April. Rest in peace.

Rest in Reaave SBrendan

In Loving Memory of ?

MARY O’BRIEN
1 Chapel St. Ballyroan - 4t Anniversary

...'.'1?

IN LOVING MEMORY
- of -

Gone yet not forgotten
Although we are far apart -
Your spirit lives within us

Forever in our hearts.

Death leaves heartache,
No one can heal,
Memories are treasures,
No one can steal,

Some may forget you,
now that you're gone.

But we will remember
no matter how long.
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AT In Loving Memory of 2
G\L ELIZABETH MARY |}
' McEVOY

64 Beladd, Summerhill Lane, Portlaoise.
9th Anniversary in Heaven and away from
home occurs Thursday 25 April 2024.

In Loving Memory Mum
Forget me not today,
nor tomorrow Loo,
Keep me in your memaories,
And [ will be with you.
Some days the rain will fall,
But things will be just fine,
Remember we need the clouds to
pass, for the sun to shine,
So cherish everything we had,
And hold me in your heart,
And yvou'll know I'll be with you always,
And we'll never be apart
I'm waiting on the other side, it isn't that far away,
So remember me forever, forget me not today.

(1 (1] £l £l (1] (1] (1] (1

As [ sit in Heaven
As | sit in Heaven and watch yvou everyday,
| try to let you know with signs,
[ never went away.
[ hear you when you're laughing,
And | watch you as you sleep,
| even place my arms around you,
To calm you as you weep.
I see vou wish the days away, begging to have me home,
So | try and send you signs, so you know you're not alone,
Don't feel guilty that you have life, life that was denied to
me, Heaven is truly beautiful, just you wait and see.
S0 live your life, laugh again, enjoy yourself, be free,
a Then I'll know with each breath you take,
You'll be taking one [or me.

In Loving Memory
If tears could build a stairway and memories a lane,
I'd wall right up to Heaven and bring vou home again,
No farewell words were spoken,
No time to say goodbye, you gone before | knew it,
And only God knows why.

My heart still aches with sadness and secret tears still
flow, what it meant to lose you, no ane can ever know,
But now 1 know you want me to mourn for you no more,
To remember all the happy times,

Life still has much in store.

Since you'll never be forgotten, | pledge to you today,
A hallowed place within my heart,

Is where vou'll always stay.

Mum
I am thinking of vou always.
You are a part of my life, heart and soul forever.,
Thank you for being my Mother. Love James xxx

Elizabeth's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church on
Thursday 25t% April at 7:30am and 10am.

- - - - - - - - - & - - 1 - - - - - - - - -

= -
- =

A
T

| N,
"

In Loving Memory of <
ANNIE O’ BRIEN

Late of 6 Marian Ave., Portlaoise.
3" Anniversary occurs 17" April 2024,

L

Anniversary Muass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, this
Sunday 14" April at 11:15am.
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God saw you getting tired,
And a cure was not to be,
So He put his arms around you,
And whispered “Come to me”.

L]

With tearful eyes we watched you,
And saw you pass away,
Although we love you dearly,
We could not make you stay.

WL
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It broke our hearts to lose you, but you didn't go alone,
For part of us went with you,
The day God called you home.
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WL

Sadly missed and abvays remembered by her
loving daughters and sons;
Elizabeth, Liam, Martina and Michael,

Rest in ' RPeave CMam xz
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In Loving Memory of
ANNIE O’ BRIEN

Late of 6 Marian Ave., Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 17t April 2024.
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Mammy

I hide my tears when | say your name,

but the pain in my heart is still the
same. Although | smile and seem

carefree, there's no one who misses you

mare than me.

My mind knows that you are gone,
but my heart will never accept it.
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Miss you so much, love, Conor, Lisa and Conor.

Rest in Beace Annie
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€ In Loving Memory of

SYLVIA WHELAN
St. Colmans, Dublin Rd., Portlaoise.
15t Anniversary occurs 14" April 2024

K 1

WL

Anniversary Mass will be Y-
celebrated in 5Sts. Peter & Paul's .
Parish Church, this
Sunday 14t April at 12.30pm.

Greatly missed and fondly remembered
by her family and friends. -
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? In Loving Memory of ?
UNA TYNAN née McE voy
Old Road Ballydavis, The Heath, Co. Laois.
4™ Anniversary occurs 14t April 2024,
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Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, this Sunday
14t April at 12:30pm.
May the winds of Heaven blow
softly and whisper in your ear,
How much we love and miss you,
. and wish that you were here.
!’ We cannot forget the face we
WS loved, or the memory of your smile,
Or the countless things you did for us, to make our
lives worthwhile.
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Remembered always by her loving husband ||,
her children Stephen, Eddie, Glen, |] and Sylvia, their
partners and grandchildren, great-granddaughter,
all the McEvoy family and her many friends.

[ CMay Una's gentle soul Rest in Redce

? Birthday Remembrance ?
| JAMES McEVOY |

32 Upper Beladd, Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise.
30t Birthday - 24t April 2024.
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James, it's especially difficult today,
U not to have you here, to celebrate
the times we've shared,
over another joyful vear.
We wish we had just one more
o chance, to see your happy smile,
| Tolaugh and celebrate with
you, for just a little while.
We would hold onto you forever,
Deep within our hearts,
And though you are not here with us,
Know that we'll never be apart.
This day was always special, so we just want to say,
That we're thinking of yvou with love,
On this your 30 Birthday.
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Love you always, Dad, Mam, Keith, Eve, your
beautiful niece Aoife, aunts, uncles and cousins xxx
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Mass to celebrate James 30™ Birthday will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Sunday 21t April at 12.30pm.

CMay Sames Rest in Reace
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT &

BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of

ESTHER HEFFERNAN née Tynan
Esker Hills, Portlaoise. Died 28/1/2024
1#t Birthday away from Home - 14/4 /2024
Predeceased by her Mother Una, daughter Angel Marie
and Mother in Law Anhe R.LF.
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The Heffeman and Tynan families would like
fo thank all those who sympathised with
them on the sad loss of Esther, To all those
who sent Mass and sympathy cards,
telephoned, called to the house, attended the
rosary, Reguiem Mass and burial and to
those who uploaded messages of support
and condolences online, we are truly grateful
Hearfelt thanks to Msgr. John Byme,
~ Fr. Paddy Byme and Eugene Keyes for the
: beautiful Requiem Mass and to all of the
Priests of the Parish for their support and kindness to our families
at such a difficult time. Special thanks to Aishling Rohan and James
O'Connor for the beaufiful music.
Our thanks also to the first responders who attended Esther and to
the staff and doctors of the emergency depariment Midiands
Regional Hospital, Portlacise for their excellent care and support.
We would in particular like to thank Matthew Kesgan and David
Goode from Matthew Keegan Funeral Direclors for  their
professicnalism and kindness throughout the days of the funeral
and to the gravediggers for preparing Esther's final resting place
with such care
Thank you to Michagl Ryan for hosting the families after the funeral
and to Boscos catering for providing the refreshments.
As it would be impossible 1o thank all who helped us through this
difficult ime individually, please accep? this acknowledgement on
behalf of our families as an expression of our sincere appreciation
and deepest gratitude to you all. The Holy Sacrifice of Mass has
been offered for all your intentions,
Always loved and missed by Mark, Kayleigh, Tianna, her father
JohnJoe, brothers Stephen, Eddie, Glen and JJ, sister Sylvia and

all her loving family and friends.
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In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL (Mick) GRIFFIN

19 Marian Place, Portlaoise,
337 Anniversary occurs 17 April 2024
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Your life was love and labour,

Your love for your family true,

You did your best for all of us,
And we will always remember you.

i

L

WL

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
Wednesday 17 April at 10am.

¥ L
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Sadly missed and always loved, Mary & Tommy,
Ger & Olive, Geraldine & Tommy, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and great-great-granddaughters.
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Time cannot heal the heartache,
Or stop a silent tear,
It won't take away the memories,
Of one we loved so dear.

In Loving Memory of Our Son

CATHAL CLOONEY

Ballytarsna, Abbeyleix.
3 Anniversary occurs 11 April 2024
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Missing you always Cathal
Forever in our hearts
Love Mam and Dad xx

£l

Brother
Twish [ could have you back a while,
I miss your laughter, I miss your smile,
I would hold you tightly and never let go,
And tell you how much I miss you so.
Love Liam x

CMay Gutha Rest in "Reace
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In Loving Memory of
BREDA WHELAN

Late of Ralish, Abbeyleix.
2vd Anniversary occurs 13t April 2024
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Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in the Church of the
Most Holy Rosary, Abbeyleix, on

Saturday 13t April at 5pm.
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A day without a thought of you is very
hard to find, we're always thinking of
you and you're always on our minds.
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
But deep within our hearts you will remain forever,
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Loved and missed by Ned, Ron, Debbie and all the family.

CMay CBreda Rest in Redce
i MOCHUA PRINT DESIGN
.= For the perfect tribute card for your loved one

THE MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST
" = our hespoke menarial cards,

Create a collage of images illustrating
the life of your loved one with our
expert Design Team,
All aur Cards are individually designed
* unigue keepsakes, with no hidden charges
for additional photos or images.

Unit 3, Clonminam BSiness Park ™
Portlaoise, Co. Laois
BO57 86 34050
www.mochuaprint.ie
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mPortianise
851016) Gentre)

Five Generations in Stone Cutting
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

L1

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Wb

1,

Unigue Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

WL

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.
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Unit 38 Clonminam
Business Pask

Portlanise, Co. Laols.  Tel 057 B660258 -
32 DWT Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlacisestone.ie "
E

* KEEGAN'S T
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

Contact Matthew
087-2549195

David 087-2369887
HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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We have opened a new office and show room on
Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise,

(opposite the E.5.8. and Condell tractors)
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Contact;
057-8620567
PAUL; 087-2562137
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The Parish \S’ﬁa/a

At Portlaoise Parish Centre
Open Monday to Friday 9am-5pm

Open all Saturdays in April
10am to 2Zpm

For the Communion Ceremonies

A wide range of Communion Gifts in stock

Prayer Books - Rosary Beads - Personalised Cards and Candles
Rosettes - Sterling Silver Necklets, Chains and Crosses - Photo Frames
Gift Sets - Keepsake Boxes for those cherished memories




Results for
11" April 2024

Portlaoise Parish

One €12,000 Jackpot Winner
Congratulations to Tom Hilliard,
Promoter Liz Hilliard

WINMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Sarah Phelan Online Lotto
Ciera Tobin Online Lotto
Maura Troy 37 Online Lotto
Peter Doolin Piateh Lotto Gift
Margaret O'Loughlin 3 John Loughlin
Mary Gordon Recelve Ber Breen
Anita Tierney €9 Anita Tierney
each

Anita Tierney
Gerry Dunne

Anita Tierney
Browns Shop

Tom Ging : Anne Ging
Lisa O’Brien EER AR Lisa O’Brien
Annemarie ®©® @@ Betty Lynch
Mary Brennan ONLINE Peter Ryan

Andy Riordan
Michael Hosey

James Dunne

Barry & Nicola Phelan

Parish Centre
Pam Killeen
Rita Holland
Bernie Phelan

Follow Us % @PortlaciseParis
& Lilkke Us ) portiaciseparishlacis

Next Week’s Jackpot is €10,000

W partiaoiseparish, e

Third Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:13-15, 17-19 | Psalm 4:2, 4, 7, 9
1 John 2:1-5 | Luke 24:35-48

Supporting our Parish

Each ane must give as he or she has decided in their heart, not reluctantly ar
under campulsion, for God loves a cheerdul giver' 2 Corinthians .7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by chegue or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* S5tanding Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IESZAIBK33327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAMN: IEL1ZAIBKS3327916658201

Scan this OR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Sen

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 B661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

| i‘?, Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

2 Deacon Eugene Keyes
s Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - S5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

et

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and polides can
viewed on our website and our Church Parches.
Diecesan Deslgnated Lialson Person
Ailish Higgins  safeguarding@kandle.ie

Office Hours Monday to Friday Sam-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie
Twitter; @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretaries Michelle Bartley
Agnieszka Kaczmarek
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

{Sacristy phone attendded prior to Mass Hmes (157 BR0119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

qu Secretary: Julie Conroy
IJ Monday to Thursday
1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to avallabllity of space
E-mail: linkup@ portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully

Printed locally by Mochua Print & Design, www.mochuaprint.ie



OPEN SELF SERVICE LAUNDRETTE

maee - KINGSPIN

: SPACIOUS AREA
WASHERS DRYERS ..
€10 per cycle €250 per 15min YOUR LAUNDRY

18kg 13kg
10.5kg  24kg oo

€6 per cycle

€4 per 15min
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PORTLAOISE SHOPPING CENTRE
MOUNTMELLICK RD. ' Pay ®




