First Sunday of Advent
PORTLAOISE ) :
A Blessing Prayer
PARISH
Give us and the world your peace and love

Loving God,
l i
" as we wait in joyful hope.

let your blessing come upon us
as we light this wreath.
May it be a sign of hope for us
ist December 2024 / We ask this thriugh Christ our Lord.
' men.
Come, Lord Jgsus!

as we prepare for your coming
and may it turn our hearts to you
in the days ahead.
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The Advent Wreath

Being prepared by Sr. Julie
assisted (sort of!) by the
P.P.

40

i i

i

s e

The Parish Centre 057 8621142

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Like Us = ) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup
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Come, Lord Jesus

Lord of Hope

Saving Souls
A couple of years ago, Martin Lewis, the
'money saving expert’ made a video that
went viral. He called on everyone fo
make a pact not to spend money on gifts
that were overpriced or unnecessary.
The point was to take the burden from other people who might be
embarrassed into buying an expensive gift back, and to release poorer
families from buying presents that would put them into debl. The idea
was to side step the commerciglism of Christmas. As Christians this
message goes much deeper. Side stepping the commercialism of
Christmas obviously isn't about saving money, it's about saving souls.
The trouble with Advent is that Christmas comes at the end. We know
that Advent is a time for taking stock, but with Chrisimas just around the
comer, we're far too busy with shopping lists to think about the state of
our souls.
It seems obvious that we should spend our lives in preparation for the
final judgement day, but it is all too easy to take our eye off the ball. Life
heaps demands on us day in and day out. We spend each and every
day taking the children to school, going to work, cleaning the house,
shopping, cooking, leaning, fixing the car and paying the bills. At this
time of year in particular it is easy to get swamped in the things that the
TV adverts convince us we must do before Christmas. We end up
feeling trapped and unable to see the bigger picture. All of a sudden it's
too late. We never get to do the things we know we should have done.
The Gospel paints a frightening picture of the end of the world, but it is
not meant to terrify us, Rather, the signs of the second coming are there
to liberate us. Advent is a time of waiting and of looking forward. We are
Incking forward not just to Christmas but to the second coming of Jesus.
The signs of the second coming are there to liberate us from the material
preparations of Christmas and the other things that weigh us down. We
are invited to ftake a step back from our fraught lives and take a
long-term view. It would be a pity fo get to the other side of Christmas
only to realise that a host of fake Santa Clauses had distracted us from
contemplating the real direction of our lives.

THE WREATH

Today we light the first of our  Advent
j candles. The traditional use of Advent
1 : A candles originated in eastern Germany
prior to the Reformation. There are three purple candles and
one pink candle. Purple for the royalty of the coming King ....
the pink candle is the third candle to be lit on what is call
Gaudate Sunday and represents joy'. The gradual lighting of
the four candles symbolises the coming Light into the world.
The wreath itself is also symbaolic, The circle of evergreen in
which the candles are placed represent everlasting life.

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated)

Monday — Thursday: 7.30am & 10am
Friday (First Friday): 7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
"ulrig“ 5.3ﬂp|‘|‘l {5aturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm.
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 3.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS

Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

Friday (First Friday)
Eucharistic Adoration
Exposition at 6pm
Benediction at 7pm
followed by Mass at 7.30pm

Communion Calls

The priests of the parish will attend their communion
rounds during the week. If anyone would like to
receive a house call on the First Friday of each month,
kindly contact the Parish Office on 0578621142,

i

We welcome into our Parish Community
Thomas Williarm O'Reilly-Kennedy, Lakeglen

Eabha Grace Dowling, Dunamaise

Who were baptised last weekend.

A Prayer for the
First Sunday of Advent
God of light and life,
Give us hope as we wait
For your coming again.

When we are temped

to be grateful to have found you

While others are lost,
Send us out into the darkness
In search of those who need you most.

Amen.



MULHALL MEATS

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
T., M.L.S.H.A.A.

Private &

= Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

# Full range of Digital Hearing Aids availoble incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDbS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

# FPre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
= Ear moulds, Custem made Swim Plugs, Musizians Moulds, et
= Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, et (incl, postal service)

# Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timaheoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SECTRACT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, 1N LIME 'WITH ADWICE OF THE GOAVERMMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

Est. 1931

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE seascasse  NICOLA CALDBECK msc B M
COMNOR BOLTON sscarscaisce

Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapydinic.ie

To book by phone: 087 666 4808

Some availability still remains on the following Classes
Senior Exercises Classes
Every Tuesday morning from 11am-12pm in the Clinic
Online Pilates live classes with Conor
Every Wednesday moming from 9.30am-10.30am
Mew Parkinson’s Specific Exercise Class
Every Wednesday moming with Conor
from 11.30am-12.30pm

We also offer weekly Pilates and Osteoporosis classes,
call our number above or email us for furthrer
Information
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Self-service Laundromat

o OPEN DAY

_ @ SUNDAY DECEMBER 157
WASHERS 1pm - 3pm
18 - 40 mins ES};EI:T‘IE 12pm - 1]11‘!1
{sensory: friendly hour)
]0 kg 13 kg MUSIC BY THﬁ GARDA BAND

: _----'__"' e '- h i
& LITTLE BLUE HEROF,_S =STATION TOURS
€6 €250

18kg OPEN 24kg

€10 7am €4
Portlacise Shopping Centre 0

Mountmellick Road (Dunnes)

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

—— C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519

C E N TR E P @ I N T HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?
CARPETS SL LANDSCAF

£ [ t
-.-Ih.l I::.::E":": 3 -"'il e
i : DOTINg ST e i
Rugs & B i Bed P SSE & Qo CeHIRETT A5 : )
- {:."_'"—_""L" AP alHils i
= - 1 Ch Comiliois:; e
Bedroa Wi _*I{_,@-. ;e
d W o BT R e C il r";
T: 057 862 0792 o i - : : ! : - ﬁ:::‘;hl. :_.-15_1;5_1_1.3 g R
i i i - e -l Lo “ > I_ "
E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com 1S TP S Lo

Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd., Portlacise, Co. Laois i servicess 2Tl amail.e
www.centrepointcarpets.ie all or te . D89 4 :




Reliable House
Furnishers

KYLE

' PORTLAOISE
Fn\  R32 T2v9

SOSAD Ireland

We're here to listen, night or day.

®) 1800 901 909

INFRARED

HEATING IRELAND

Applications

+ Home

+ Office
+Apartments
+Attic Conversions
+ Holiday Homes

+ Yoga Studios

+ Conservatories

+ Childcare Facilities
+ Portable Cabins

+ Creches

+ Schools

+ New Builds

BARK MULCH

7092?;5;37 «g= | Big reductions on carpets, vinyl's,
Y 5% wardrobes, chests, lockers,
sitting room suites, fireside chairs,
beds, mattresses, tables, chairs,
coffee tables, & rugs.

Call now and avail of the
discounts!
Reliable House Furnishers

Station Road, Portlaocise
057 8621706

Move away from gas/oil/heatpump
and save on your heating bill.

Maintenance free, hassle free heating




Ready To Better?

Virtualy Invisible. F
Sl el praseieallly fisible. b A

\ 4

Rechargeable. .=

Ne needifordsmall
Ai Technology.

Ideallfor in|backgroundlnoise 4

_[FREE 15% N

WAX

REMOVAL VIA MICRO
SUCTIONING

HEARING DISCOUNT ON
TESTS HEARING AIDS

Appointments available within 48 hours

057 863 8181

Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois

When is +het ol imPor--hm-F dote?
Let’s mark it on the Calendar!

_o MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN
GET YOURSELF NOTICED

& HEARMED

ACOUSTIC HEALTHCARE

hanr r/:u -,o--.-u-l’ -?
’

Qg Portlaoise: 057 86 34050
il % , 24 Q& Newbridge: 045 433 569
i, RPN www.mochuaprint.ie

000006R

Libusiness, * BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGH

Irish Enterprise. ABENCY - MIDLANDS 2022

& ECO=CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE

Powards 2022 AWARD 2032




Christmas Cards

FOR SALE a0
-7 THE CUISLE CANCER
"\ SUPPORT CENTRE

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a registered
charity, offering professional support to people
| diagnosed with cancer and to their families.

).

All proceeds from the sale of these cards
go directly to the Cuisle Cancer Support
Centre and help to continue providing all our
services free of charge.

+ 8 CARDS PER PACK A ks
« 3 PACKS €20 o
«1PACK €8 ¥

e

Christmas
Cards
designed by
the Cuisle
Centre Art
Group.




ADVENT
A NEW YEAR, A NEW YOU
Does vour life feel stalled?

Do you feel like vou should be domg more with your
life?

Let me support vou in mapping oul a pathway 1o
greater fulfilment and productivity.

My name is I'r Michal Brennan, a monk and priest of Glenstal
Abbey. I am presently undertaking a Post Grad Diploma in
Persomal and Management Coaching at UCC, As part of my
studies [ am required to coach a number of people on a pro
bono basis. If you are interested and would like more
information, please contact me at 083 4226865

Coaching sessions will take place at 29 Carrick Hill

Cultir Eireann
Culture Ireland

@‘ DUNAMAISE | Thurs 5 Dec, 8pm
'# ARTS CENTRE | Tks: €20/€18

Book on dunamaise.ie | Tel: 057 86 63355

Sunday 1st December
8pm
€5000 in Prize Money
Mountmellick Community
Arts Centre

will take place at

KWS COMPLEX

TIMAHOE RD. PORTLAOISE
Friday 29" to Saturday 30™ Nov.
1lam-4pm
Sunday 1* Dec. 2pm-4:30pm
Thursday 5" to Saturday 7" Dec.
1lam-4pm
Sunday 8" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm
Thursday 12" to Saturday 14" Dec.
1lam-4pm
A\ Sunday 15" Dec. 2pm-4:30pm




= 3 TA W The deadline for all inclusions for the
Christmas Link up and the first Link up
of 2025 is
NE Tuesday 10th December 2024.
) Anv Submissions after this may not be
considered.

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.
Alanon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlacise. For further info. contact; 086-8706017.

FREE Line Dancing Class Two lessons left in this FREE series of line dancing with thanks to Lacis Sports
Partnership...Monday Dec 2nd and Monday Dec Sth in St.Mary's Hall, Dublin Rd. Portlacise at 11a.m.

Take time to refresh body, soul and mind. All are welcome. Maureen.0876482038.

Christmas at Portlaocise Library Christmas Concert-Portlacise Library welcomes the young students
from the Richard Mansworth Stage School to present a variety of well-known Christmas carols and songs
taking place on Saturday, 14th December at 11am. All are welcome.

Christmas Coffee Morning-Portlacise Library Christmas coffee morning-Thursday, 19th December
11am. Come and join us and the students from the Holy Family School Portlacise who will perform a
variety of well-known Christmas carols. All are welcome.

Results of Whist Drive held in Parish Centre Tuesdav 19" November

Top score: Liam, McCarthney|1% Lady: Bernie Cahill |2™ Lady: Kit Farrell |1 Gent: Christy Fitzpatrick

2" Gent: Tom Jacob | 1% Half: Sadie Chesterl 2" Half: Margaret Flanagan | Raffle: 1% Ann O'Dowd|
2™ Mary Delaney| 3™ Paul Kavanagh | 4" Austin Kavanagh |5 May Conroy | 6 Billy O'Keeffe.

Whist continues every Tuesday evening in the Parish Centre at 7.30pm, new players welcome. Lessons
available, please leave your name and number at Parish Centre reception

Portlaoise Active Retirement meets every Wednesday afterncon in the parish Centre for afternoon of
friendship fun and activities. Mew members always welcome,

Monday December the 2nd bowls in 5t. Mary's sports hall 2- 4 pm New members always welcome
tuition given

Wednesday Dec 4th sing along with Caroline 3pm New members always welcome

Thursday December 5th Cards in Sue Ryder centre Kilminchy at 3pm New members always welcome
tuition given

For further information please contact pro Sheila at 0876204617

Bridge Club Looking for new bridge players to play bridge in the Laocis Enterprise Office. All skill levels
welcome, contact 087-0929898 for more information.

Christmas Concert Scoil Mhuire, Abbeyleix will hold their Christmas Concert on Dec 11th and 12th. The
children have been practising their lines and songs and are very excited to welcome you to come and see
them. The matinee will be held on Wed Dec 11th at 11am. The evening show will be on Thurs 12th at
7pm. Tickets are €8, students €6 and preschool children will be Free of Charge.. They can be purchased in
advance at the office or at the door on the night. The Parent's Association will be running a raffle and
tickets will also be available for the Monster Hamper Draw on the night.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church,

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm
(Adoration).

Vocations Society of St. Joseph; Holy Hour, Adaration, Prayer for vocations, 3pm Friday in the Parish
Church.

Day of reflection, Including First Saturday Fatima Devotions Emmanual House, Clonfert Co.Galway.

Saturday December 7th at 11.00AM. Talks; Confessions; Music; Healing Service; Holy Mass. Led by Eddie
Stones and Team P!ease bnng a packed Iunch

g | . as; Judy, Katherine and Bernadette Grace invite the
farmiﬁ_.r and Frrends of {JUI' IatE brother Frankle Grace, Cullenagh Portlacise who died tragically on June 10th
2012 to this special mass at Christmas time on Sunday 15th December at 9.30 a.m. in Ballyroan Church.
On this day. Mend a quarrel. Search out a forgotten friend.

Take pleasure in the beauty and wonder of the earth.

Write a love letter, Share some treasurers. Give a soft answer. Gladden the heart of a child.

Forgive an enemy. Listen. Find the time. Apologise if you were wrong. Forgo a grudge.

Manifest in your loyalty in a word or deed.

Try to understand. Examine your demands on others. Think first of someone else. Laugh a little more
and be sillier in front of others.

Appreciate ....Be kind... Be gentle. Dismiss suspicion and replace it with trust.

Worship God. Tell someone you love them... tell them again... and again...and again.

Night Vigil to Knock ,
oy 20 Decombe B

Saturday 7" December,
To book seats contact L

Maura 087-1210263/ Helena 087-9611331. m-
Bus departing Lyster Square 7:30pm 7" December ¥




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger and
small tipping trailer for hire.

Richard 085-2529893

(Y NOLAN
L OCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

IBrEsaTIn
[

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

= Window and Door draught proofing
= Fully Insured

083-3153211

DECORATING
- Interior & Exterior
- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 www.kukic-hms.ie
PAINTING & PAT LALOR TARMACADAM | Mountain View Eco Wood

Church Avenue, Stradbally
» Tarmacadam

e Kerbing
= Drainage
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

FIREWOOD SALES

- Mat bag softwoed lags €5 ﬁ
- Met bag hardwood logs €7

- Met bag kindle wood €3

- Trailer lead logs (hardwood/softwood)

- Trailer load Turf

- 20kg bags Coal now €17

- Free delivery - Fuel Vouchers Available

- Phone card or cash payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms

CLARE'S

D SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlacise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

F LE
6 x 40KG Bags €150
Buy 6 and get 1 free
FOR ONE WEEK ONLY
14 x 20KG Bags €150
Contact;

In Moneenroe Community Hall
RASHDMN3. Every Saturday night.
Good music and light snacks (soft drinks)
available. Frea raffie,

7" Dec: No Dance
14" Dec: Dermot & Irene Ring

General Maintenance

089-4890869
08?'4896429 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie 083-3 297080
SOCIAL DANCING FOR SALE MOBILITY SCOOTER

Trailer loads of
Hardwood and
Softwood Logs

FOR SALE
Like new condition,
Wine red colour

-4 SERVICES

Trimming Hedges
Garden tidy ups
Hedge planting
Green waste removal
Woodchip supplied and delivered
Contact Richard,

21 gm; Ajisl‘.air Fingleton Delivered
04" 3ans Muriel & Fran CoRtacE: Call Margaret:
Contact Patsy =
089-4579956 085-2437088 0873615601
“ _GARDEN HANDYMAN PROFESSIONAL PAINTER

- Gutter Cleaning
- Powerwashing
- Painting inside and outside
- Grass Cutting
- Window Cleaning
Contact Mick;
085-2151277

AND DECORATOR

20+ Years Experience

- Interior/Exterior

Residential/Commercial
Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly;

086-0717172

087-9828558




HEDGE CUTTING

FOR HIRE

Operating in the Laois and
Birr area with tractor and
hedge cutter
Contact: Daniel
0894161727

WANTED—A CHEF

Da le Salle Retreat Centre,
Castletown
Full-time or part-time
Excellent working conditions.
Very competitive salary
Contact: Kevin
087-1763729

Graiguecullen Bingo
on Tuesday 3rd December
St. Fiaces Hall @ 8.30pm.

Jackpot on 50 numbers €4600

Double number €3190
Lotto €1300.
Over €10,000 in prizemoney.
MONSTER. Christrmas Bingo.
Sunday 15th December @ 3pm.

LAOIS GRINDS
Post-primary school teacher with
12 vears of experience and a
master’s in special education
available to provide online grinds.
Specialising in JC & LC English,
History, Geography and Business.
Email grindslacisO@gmail.com
for more information!
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w.; 'reOPEN '
% SATURDﬁY ;

Ehrlstmas Upenmg Hours
Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Saturdays 7, 14t, 21+t Dec. 10am-1pm

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Rep
Portla

@ 087-9080211

ROSARY PODIATRIST
AT
THE SHRINE MAY COLLINS
Market Square, ;
Bartlaoice Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
This Sunday 2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
and on the Tel.;
First Sunday of every month
086-3785327
g ~ Congratulations
to everyone KP LEANIN
= associated with ¢ School Cleaning
BATH s General House Cleaning

Portlanise Action
‘M To Homelessness
winning the
soctal inclusion award Friday night at the
Community and Voluntary Awards in the
Midlands Hotel Portlaoise. We would also
like to thank evervbody who volunteers and

gives their time to help us,

s THE - e ra
P RISH SHOP

CALL IN AND BROWSE
OUR LARGE SELECTION
OF;

W o Cribs/Nativity Sefs

¥ « Cards for all occasions
80" « Diaries and Calendars
o « Bibles and Books
= « Christmas Mass Bouquets €3

¥ ¥ L ¥ L

o Christmas Omaments and Gifts

e Deep Cleaning
* End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,
schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
us for all your cleaning needs.

087-9737073

T e

Rosary at the Grotto
will be held on the
first Friday of
December 612724 at 8pm.

O Sunday, December 8th

The Blessing of the new outdoor
crib at the grotto of The Heath
church will take place after 9.20
Mass. The Heath M.5 will sing some
Christmas carols. All very

welcome to this great occasion.

KKK




Jesus is coming again!
Christmas is coming soon. It is easy to tell. We
see the signs all around us. What are the signs?
We see Christmas decorations in the stores and =
on houses, we hear Christmas songs on the radio, we see ads
on television and in the newspapers. What if we didn't have

all of these things to remind us that Christmas is coming?
How would we know? I guess we would just have to look at
the calendar.

Two thousand years ago, there was no television or radio.
There were no newspaper ads announcing that a child would
be born and that he would be the Saviour of the world. When
Jesus was born, very few people even knew about it, but it
was an event which God had promised and which had been
foretold by prophets many years before. Many people had been looking forward to the coming of the
Messiah, they just didn't know exactly when he was coming.

This Sunday marks the beginning of a very special season called Advent. Do you know what Advent
means? The dictionary says that advent is "the coming of something very important." What is it? Is it
Christmas? Yes, we are looking forward to that, but we are also looking forward to the coming of another
very important event. The return of Jesus!

Jesus promised to come again. You won't hear much about it on the television or radic and you won't
read much about it in the newspapers, but he promised he would return and we believe it! We look
forward to it just as people two thousand vears ago looked forward the coming Messiah. We don't know

exactly when he will come, it isn't marked on the calendar, but we are watching and waiting.
As we look prepare to celebrate the birthday of our Saviour, let's also be sure we are prepared for the day
that he will come again.

Today is the :
First Sunday of
Advent also

known as
THE SUNDAY
OF HOPE
We light one
e s pemecrde  FTRST SUNDAY
Dear Father, we thank you for this special time of today.
year and what it means to us. We thank you for Did you see the

keeping your promise to send a Saviour - and we Advent Wreath
thank you for the promise that he will come again. on the Altar
today?

In the name of Jesus we pray. Amen.




aq 0} puayeam
Si ssepy o)
SHEH 29 u_ U19sIno | qQuo InoA woyy
punose digH —M waunjdwo)) snsar Ageq
\ >, 0EA e 68
Y own i e Aqeq meu ) A il wo———
anoA 10J 1sBJyRAIq Sunyew e Bunosdxa )
S ° g._u_w.ov:_a d@!s aamard £q peq 10 wepy 2 PIRY . ale oYM kw aredod m.. bureq & =
Al € MEi(] moA asudmg | . £ | elojiefesd | ©/PPeqpue inoyiim 'm\
A 83 o 92 [oer g wEoo_mgN % e Aeg Awweyy djoH doy == O
- L %»h. A N LN &L 83
. _— opueo & Bl 5 . j /S — ) 7 qjeaim Em>v</
po . 1 8y} uo ajpued
suasedpuesb o2 S 0} djay Joj yse sbuijee) _ ] it _\ 1ok 1o} | 8y ; P
nok oy hesg - puE quO 8Y) 995 anokunysey | N¥ 7 spie i
. OIS 0} YN BY) USIA IS Tvenr | | oumeuosuios enbiog % SBWSUY) 10,7 I m_msa
Sew)suy) e pesy : g - 38l I
Y —N\Y 03\ 6L A SLA AL Y New 9 L W uw—gk
H1Vd9 __mEmJ - w“muwmw ﬁ " S|eajy 810 T \.-oj_ L 18yoea) / @ ; Ry \£mm§> J
Buiyiswos sjeuop = - mokes| LN .m_om“uu >Mm3 noA Joj aaw u U__ﬁ”m_}, 5 =% | wanpy oy
‘ssajeWoH ay) digH 2 nok areH N ) _Be.oemm Aepoj yeaw nok Buiyowos poo3 oy & 5_ | U0 Sopued *
il ‘au0kIans e apws oQ qeioypon ¥ N % | oidind
Y A m—k \_ N—\ R« 1 LA c—\ L o ¥ /oz Wb S ¥
’ - ‘Aepo) / \ 'noA feid E { uc:oa%_y \ ;. |Ned Sp Jusoul / 2 ‘Buiuana pue mc_EoE/ (a J
O @ JnoK 1oy Tl /ena 2% ol ¢ NS Iuana pue bul :
ﬂ e ssej\ 0} 100 3| UBaq Sey . i 0} 8jeuop pinod nok |  Aene siskesd ealm
b avew oGpuefiy | OUMBUORWOSEINUL I aBunok oy o) E% _M_o Dlwace | i ﬁ W e
N ) O : aley) S| HoeMSIRLEIS W O a|pued
hrae =~ A WAZ EA 5 Wil P
pinjes epu4 Aepsiny | Aepsaupapn Aepsen | Aepuopy Aepung

hZOoZ



It's wonderful these days to see the brightness of Christmas lights
decorating our streets, shops and homes. In the darkest days of the
year, we long for the light. A recent debate in Dublin concerning
the name Christmas or just a winter holiday, focused on the
context of why we celebrate this important moment every year.
Christmas points us to Christ; Jesus is the reason for the season. It
Is easy for all of us to forget the spiritual in a growing secular
society. However, the more we nourish our spiritual selves the
greater God's grace anoints us with hope joy peace and Wellness.
These days of preparation are also an opportunity for self~renewal.
Christ invites us to indulge in his grace and be filled with the
powerful spirit that comes from his presence in our lives.

Generosity is a wonderful gift. To have a big heart is a blessing, that
is to be open and compassionate in love to the needs of others.
Generosity is contagious and beneficial. Fact...The more we give the
more we receive. Generosity is measured in our ability to engage
and be present to the needs of others. It is also very important to
be generous to ourselves. The more | care for myself the greater |
can care for others... Christmas is a celebration of generosity.
God's love is 5o overwhelming that he embraced our human
vulnerability and became one of us. A birth, that evoked generosity
from shepherds to wise men. May we all be blessed with generous
hearts this Christmas.

A charming story is told of Poinsettia, a poor Mexican girl, who had
no gift to present to the baby Jesus in his crib, as was customany on
Christmas Eve. As Poinsettia walked slowly to the chapel with her
friends and family her heart was full of sadness rather than joy.

An angel appeared to the little girl and spoke to her “1 AM SURE
THAT EVEN THE HUMBLEST GIFT, IF GIVEN IN LOVE, WILL BE
ACCEPTABLE IN HIS EYES".

Not knowing what to do, the little girl knelt at the roadside and
gathered a handful of common weeds, fashioning them into a small
bouguet. Looking at these insignificant weeds, she felt more
saddened and embarrassed than ever by the humbleness of her
offering. Poinsettia fought back a tear as she entered the small
village chapel. As she approached the crib she remembered the
angel’s words. She felt her spirit lift as she knelt to lay the bouguet
at the feet of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the bouguet of weeds
burst into blooms of brilliant crimson red, all who saw them were
certain that they had seen a miracle right before their eyes. From
that day on, the bright red flowers were known as the Flores de
Buena, Flower of the Holy Night. Known by all of us for its
Christmas colour, called the Poinsettia.

This is a powerful story of Christian hope in a time of darkness and
uncertainty. And yet even where one can be overwhelmed and
indeed choked by the overgrowing destructive weeds regarding so
many structures in our society, the Poinsettia offers us hope. Thisis
a time of cleansing, a time for renewal, a time for change. Jesus
born in great poverty to a family placed on the margins is our
source of new life, renewal, hope and confidence. lesus feels no

Timg to Think!

The gift of generosity

doubt the immense pain and suffering that is felt in the hearts of so
many good people at this time. He dwells in our hearts that may be
disillusioned.

The gift of Christmas is to indulge in a bright light that is so much
brighter than any darkness. There are no limits when it comes to
the kingdom of lesus Christ. There are no cutbacks in the
unconditional love Jesus has for us all, The new life of Jesus Christ is
not something that just once happened but a promise that needs
to be realised in all our lives. This is the time. It is the weeds of hurt
and brokenness, disillusionment and anger that we place at the
foot of our Savior this Christmas. His Presence will transform and
allow us to begin again.

The Little Drummer Boy is one of my favourite Christmas songs,
largely because | see myself in this lad. The beauty of the story is
that God doesn’t see us this way. He simply asks us to give Him our
all, and in the little drummer boy's case, it's a song. And you know
what? It's a perfect gift. God knows exactly what we're able to
offer, and He wants us to use our talents to praise and honour Him.
That's exactly what this little drummer boy does. This song is meant
for young children, but reading the words of this classic Christmas
song is sure to get anyone into the Christmas spirit.

A Prayer for Christmas Blessing

God grant you lightness in your step,

A smile on every face you meet,

Loved ones gathered at your hearth,
And at your door, good friends to greet
A holy hymn upon your fips,

A window candle burning bright

And may the Good Lord bless your heart
And come fo divell frere Christmas might.

May health of body and peace of mind be our loved one’s greatest
gifts this Christmas....

k.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 33,000 followers or @AbbeyvieixP
or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaoiseparish.ie/articles



C AR | STARSERS

057 87 31372
Colt, Portlaoise, Laois. R32 K281

'T) Dalton

7
s
¥
/

Sales & Service

Wide range of cars & commercials

Finance arranged
Tyres & 4 Wheel Alignment

Remapping, extra power & economy
Servicing daltons.ie

HUGHES

290 MAIM STREET, PORTLAOISE = (057) 8621332

BETTER THAN HALF PRICE BETTER THAN HALF PRICE

Calvin Klein Beauty Calvin Klein CKIN2U
For Her & For Him

Eaude Parfum - : ey
100ml _ \Was £68
Was €115 B i s Mow €28
[:t:l: 1 i
Now €29 “} Save €4(
save €86 (Each)

SAVE €32

Giorgio Armani Issey Miyake
Acqua Di Gio a L'eau D’issey
50ml Gift Set 50ml Gift Set
Was €82 ' Was €92
Now €50 Now €52

WVWHILE STOCKS LAST

Wisit vwwvvww. hughespharmacyporctlaocise.ie
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

Noel Colbert
Kilcormac, Co. Offaly
& formerly
Dr. Murphy Place

Mary Tobin
Elmlawn,
Portlaoise

Anne Prakash
Patrick Street,
Mountrath
& formerly
St. Johns Square

Aaron Cripps
Oakleaf Place,
Portlaoise

Assumpta Kelly
Hawthorn Drive,
Portlacise

MAY THEY
REST IN PEACE
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In Loving Memory of
RICHARD BOOTH

Killeen, Mountmellick.
St Anniversary occurs 11t December 2024

Also remembering his sister L
JACINTA MOORE
nee Booth
Australia and Ballyduff,
Stradbally
whose 4th Anniversary
occurs 5" December

A
WL/ e

WL
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of
the Assumption, the Heath, on
Sunday 8th December at 9:30am.

T

Abfways in our thoughts, forever in our hearts.
CMay Chey Rest in Reave

In Loving Memory of
NOREEN CONROY

11 Roselawn, Portlaoise.
13t Anniversary occurred 30t November 2024
Anniversary Mass was celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church
' Saturday 30t November, 6.30pm.

\J 1 1 L} W

i/

Remembering also at this time
Noreen's father Michael and Mother
Hannah, and also Stephen Conroy,
Marian Avenue,

WL

From John, Kathy, Jennifer and
Jack Conroy and Hazel and grandchildren
Robyn & |. | & Aoife

James 0" Donovan, Qola, Limerick
(27th November)
His wife Kathleen and Kathleen's sister Brid
Herbert and her brother Bob Nash.
From Kathy, John, James, Margaret and Willie.

i
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In Loving Memory of
David Harney

20 Years Away from home.
Whose 20th anniversary
occurred 28th November 2024.

L] Ly Ty

L1

1

Sadly missed by your loving wife Cecilia,
your daughters Gillian, Melissa and son
David. Your grandsons P.J, Dion, Troy
and Tylor.
e Always in our hearts, never forgotien.

Aoh
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In Loving Memory of
JIM GORMAN

Calfiers Lane, Portlacise.
17" Anniversary occurred 27" November 2024
Anniversary Mass will be celabrated in
Sts, Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church on
Sunday 1% December at 12:30pm.
We think of you every day,
You are in our hearts forever,
For nothing loved is ever lost and you were
- foved 5o much.
Sadly missed and afways remembered by your loving family
and friends.

ChMay ~Fim Rest in Reave
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©  In Loving Memory of
~ WILLIAM (Willard) DOWNEY

Formerly 8 Triogue Place, Portlaovise.

™ Anniversary occurs
4" December 2024
WAl those who think of
Tillard today,
A htle prayer to Jesus say.

Thinkjng of you always, =
your good friend _Andy. SN
Rest in ' RPeace OBl
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In Loving Memory of

A Special Mum and Gran

ALICE HILLIARD

63 Marian Avenue Portlacise. 11thyear away from home.

And her Husband IIMMY HILLIARD
On his 5t Birthday away from home.
" . \ Our love is forever and
| although we are apart,

-5- Our love only grows stronger,
/ deep within our hearts.
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Sadly missed by her son
- Noel, daughter Elizabeth,
son-in-law Diarmuid, grandchildren Faith, Brooke, Jennifer,
Micole, Bernard, Rebecca and their partners,
great-grandchildren and Alice's brother Andrew.

CMay Chey Rest in Beace
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In Loving Memory of

PAT DWYER
20 Grenville, Dublin Road, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurred 28% November 2024

Gone are the davs we used to share
But in our hearts vou are always there.
The gates of memory will never close,
We miss you more than anybody knows,
With tender love and deep regret,
We who loved you will never forget.

(1]

Fondly remembered always by
Joan, Martina, Paul, Isabel,
extended family and friends.

Rest in Peave Pat

In Loving Memory of

JOHN BRENNAN

Rathleague, Portlaoise.
7t Anniversary occurred Thursday 28" November 2024

Think af him as living in the hearts
of those he touched,

Ak

Far nothing loved is ever lost,

And he was loved so very much.

Sadly missed and always
remembered by his loving
children, grandchildren, family and friends.

Rest in Beace Dad

Ll

In Loving Memory of
Anthony Walsh
The Heath
1st Anniversary occurs 5th December 2024
In our hearts vour memory lingers,

Sweetly tender, fond and true,
There is nota day dear Anthany,

WL
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That we do not think of you,

Wl

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated In
Sts. Peter & Poul's Parish Church
on Saturday, 7th December at 6.30pm

Sadly missed by his wife Irene, daughters Ellen, Laura amnd
son Tony.
Always in our hearts and never forgotien,
Reast n Reave Anthony
In Loving Memory of %
ANTHONY WALSH
Anthony of all the gifts in life however
great or small,
To have you as my son was the greatest
gift of all.

WL
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The Heath
15t Anniversary occurs 5th December 2024

tF
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WL

Your loving Mother Margaret.

L]

M Anthony you had a smile for all, a heart
- of gold, one of the best this world could
ever hold, never selfish, always kind.
A special place within our hearts will
always be kept for you.
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Love always Joseph, Mary, Tina , Attracta. Patricia,
Colette and families.

Rest in " Reace Anthony
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To our Angel in
Heaven

Ballyroan
1# birthday in heaven occurred
30t November 2024
[ left you a little white feather,
| placed it right there in your way,
| wrapped it in love,
With a message to let you know,
You'll be okay.
| drew you a colourful rainbow,
A" [t followed your car for a while,
I made it a beautiful rainbow,
| hoped it would show me your smile,
| flew down a beautiful Robin,
It landed right there on your ledge,
| prayed he would give you the strength,
To push yourself back from the edge,

Ak
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The feathers, the rainbows, the robin;
Are my way of trying to stay

(1]

Happy 1st heavenly birthday Baby James.
We miss you everyday
Love,
Mammy, Daddy, Anto, T], Granny, Grandad &
all your aunts & uncles.

[ try everyday to remind you that I never did go away,

(1]

PJ WALSH

Borris Road, Portlaoise
3rd Anniversary occurs 2™ December 2024

(1]

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Saturday 7t December at 6.30pm.

(1)

te God and God is very near.

yvou can dig and plant flowers of the
humblest kind and those of the
rarest scant.

(11

Remembered and missed by your sisters Olive,
Mary and Patricia. Nieces, nephews, extended
Sfamily, friends and neighbours.

Rest in Beace

@ In Loving Memory of ¢

whom travelled and attended her funeral service

You have gone no further from us than

May Heaven be a place for you where i j
Instead and palliative care team of Milford Care

individually, please accept this acknowledgement

In Memory of

PADDY and MARY DEMPSEY
The Heath

Anniversaries occur at this time.
A special day we cannot share,
50 our gift to youmustbe a
prayer.

By Liam C

1 CMay CMary and
Il Ry Rat in Roace
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT '
In Lﬂl’fﬂg Memgry ﬂf .,
Nancy Ruschitzko .

The family of the late Nancy
Ruschitzko (neé Dundon)
would like to thank most

sincerely all those who
sympathised with them on the
sad loss of their mother, who

passed away in January 2024

in Limerick, age 92.
Nancy grew up in
Millview Portlaoise, married
Bill Ruschitzko (RIP) and lived
on the Borris Road and Dublin
Road Portlaoise, befare
relocating to Limerick in
1976.

The family would like to offer
our heartfelt thanks to her
many friends, neighbours,

Sformer work colleagues in Irish Worsted Mills,

friends and co-founders from Portlaoise Credit

Union and extended family members she had

from Portlaoise and Mountmellick. Many of
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and sent their condolences which were a great
support to the family.
A special thank you to the staff of Home Care

Centre who took such great care of Nancy.
As it would be impossible to thank everyone

(1)
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as an expression of our heartfelt appreciation
and gratitude to all, from Nancy's four children
Frank, Mark, Tina and Stephen.

CMay d‘ﬁm@?} genlle soul
Rast in ' Reave
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If anyone loves me he
will keep my word gnd

my Father will lovebhim
John 14:23
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The precaples walling in
thiarliess have seen a greal
Aigghis o Ahases livineg o e
landd oF deep dorfuess i
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Love your neighbour

as yourself
MATTHEW 2239

s 4{ i RO-SRECIALIST
A SPECINL MEMORY
OVED ON

i

"Clonminam Business Park
Portlaocise,Co. Laois E
R32 EH11

L. 057 86 34050

4 info@mochuaprint.ie

& www.mochuaprint.ie
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 38 Clanminam
Businass Park
Portlacize, Co. Laois.
R32 OWT1

Tel: 057 8660258 -
Maoblie: 087 2538930

www.portlacisestone.ie

+ KEEGAN'S ¥+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaocise.

0
*>y

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyvieix Road, Portlaoise
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#lf = WiTH A SPECIAL GUEST APPEARANCE TIMAHOE MALE CHOIR | SHANORE GOSPEL

" JCHOIR | YOUTHFUL VOICES CHILDREN'S CHOIR
" DECEMBER 8TH 20244 . ‘ AND MORE LOCAL ARTISTS
12 NOON - 3PM : SUNDAY, DECEMBER 1 6PM

. WITH REFRESHMENTS SERVED
Shanahoe Community 8 AFTER IN SHANAHOE COMMUNITY HALL

Hall R32E3FR ~

We'll help you kick start your
Christmas shopping with a fantastic

ST. BRIGID'S CHURCH
SHANAHOE R32 AH90

ALL DONATIONS ON THE NIGHT TO SCOIL
FIONNTAIN NAOFA, SHANAHOE
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array. of gifts and a pop up café
D

O Holy NI(Tl]t
LIAM LA W O N

& FRIENDS (including Perfect Harmony Choir)

St. Marys Church, Ellemlernl
STH'DECEMBER

Doors open 6:30pm - Concert 7pm |
TICKETS €15

TICKETS'AVAILABLE AT:
Anna - Marie E'qsutique
Mangans ~ Centra

The Parish Office 046 9733311

Proceeds in aid of St. Mary’s Church Refurbishment

Charity Registration Number : CHY 7355




SWIMMING [EA94
LESSONS il

For All Ages Don't miss your

chance to Book Now!
Call us on
057 868 1200

(IR
0

@ Parent & Baby
Q Child Lessons
Q Lane Lessons

& Lifesaving Lessons
& Adult Lessons

VARNSETA /S RGAN

Book Now
057 868 1200

Portlaocise@LaoisLeisure.ie
www.LaoisLeisure.ie



BA%LYROAN
OES TO

%7 HOLLYWOOD
“ . BALLYROAN PLAYGROUND FUNDRAISER

T -
B 1 B
N N 4
N B g b
NH| -.:-l |
- .
S | T 4™
T - N e "
b |

e ]

o

Sunday, 1** December, 2024 @ 3pm
Ballyroan Community Hall

St Vincent de Paul Portlaoise are preparing for an extremely busy
period in the run up to Christmas.

Our volunteers will be working with families who strive to make
Christmas a happy and joyful time for their families. However, with
the Energy crisis, families are finding it very difficult to cope with the
rising costs of food, heat, rent, education, and clothing costs. Our
team has been working with families who struggle weekly and we
assist, encourage and guide families in a confidential manner.

All donations are gratefully appreciated and are used in our local
community in Portlaoise, we would appreciate if you would support
our upcoming St Vincent de Paul church gate collection weekend on:

Saturday 071" of December and Sunday 08"
of December 2024

Our Conference cannot express enough, how much we appreciate
your continued support, without your assistance our work would be
impossible. Your donation will be vital in helping us succeed, and will
make an incredible difference to people’s lives

You can also use the St Vincent de Paul Donation Box in St Peter &
Paul’s Church

You can donate by post to St Vincent de Paul, Ozanam House,
No 1 Dublin Road, Portlacise

You can donate online (AIB Portlaoise) using our IBAN number:
IE73AIBK93327917987070

You can tap a donation on the credit card machine in our SVP shop.

THE PORTLAOISE SINGERS PRESENT

their 484 Christmas Concert

IN ST. PETERS CHURCH OF IRELAND

PORTLAOISE

Sunday 15t December

8pm

An evening of beautiful music and Christmas Carols
lebrate the season.
uring guest soloists;
Caoimhe Fitzpatrick and Sophie MacNamara
Organ Accompaniment; Donal Hennessy
Harp Accompaniment; Triona Marshall

Tickets €10

Available from Brown's shop, Dublin road,
Bosco’s Gala, Grattan Street and Mulhalls




Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Portlaoise Parish Results for
28" November 2024

4  Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin

Two Jackpot Winners shared €17,000 £ SRR CpR

Jackpot Prize receiving €8,500 each Sl ot

Caroline Byrne Promoter: Lily Whelan

, ‘E Fr. Erick Ebot SVD
Bernie Condon, Promoter: Paul Dooley -~

Deacon Eugene Keyes

As there are 73 Match 3 winners, full results sheet o ! Tel: 057 8621142

is available on our webpage, facebook, To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
and X. 9am - 5pm  Tel: 057 8621142

Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Next Week’s JEICkat IS EID,ODU Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre

“There will be signs in the sun and moon and stars; on earth
nations in agony, bewildered by the clamour of the ocean and its
waves.' Today's Gospel

= 5

] 1o
- T, fap— =
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT e -

Jeremiah 33:14-16| Psalm 24:4-5.8-9.10.14 ——

Thessalonians 3:12-4:2 | Luke 21:25-28. 34-36 :
Office Hours Monday to Friday Sam-5pm

Suppm‘t for the Parish Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722

o : : | E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection baskets at Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
Sunday Masses for support but have not reintroduced them since Covid.
g MAMNAGER Declan Kelly
Thonk you to the many who have found new ways to support the Parish. | Oaridh 5t Michelle Bt
5 1 A
The generosity of so0 many means we continue to be well supported and ansh aecrela et diat)
: ; 3 A Accounts Michelle Conroy
our liturgies are not interrupted - Please find your way to contribute. e
+ : S Sacristans Parish Church
Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances

Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie
* H . o
Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes available at ISicristy phone abionded pricr b Msss Hiss D57 8600119}

Church porches and Parish Centre All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
* Direct payment by cheque or cash the Heath Church are live streamed on our website
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church LINK UP
* Donation facility on our website Monday to Thursday
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre 1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
* Or Transfer directly to our Account D57-8692154

Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaoiseparish.ie

Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D
THANK YOU

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




% § DUNKEEN OIL
' Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

DUNKEEN OIL

Y OUR Lérvml. OIL DISTRIBUTOR

S & AIR TO WATER CUSTOMERS

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Oil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Qur depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




