. PORTLAOISE ¢
PARISH & TR
T Thnrd Sunday nf Advent_ oo

Keeping Christ in Christmas! ot
Pictured at the blessing and opening of the new outdoor crib f
at the Heath - Louis Troy, Margaret Cross, Caroline Whelan, :
e Bernie Dowling with The Hyland family whe designed and g ..

built the crib. Thank you and well done to all.

Adding to the occasion the
boys and girls of the Heath - .

National School with ﬁi}ﬂ"};‘g
Huala Kelhr = § .

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaociseParis

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie & ) fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com/portlaciselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




Come, Lord Jesus

Penitential Service
Parish Church
Friday 20th December

Joy to the

World
Today John

the

the
the

finger at
gkl scribes  and
‘ Pharisees, As
) religious  leaders,
f the scribes and
! - i W the Pharisees
might have thought they were beyond repentance, but
John makes no distinction between the sinners and the
religious.

Repentance is a challenge for each and every one of us
to take a good long look at ourselves. We might be nice
people; we might have kind and caring dispositions; we
might have values and good intentions, but what legacy
do we leave in practical terms? How important is it to a
starving child on the other side of the world that we go
to church on Sunday? How much does it matter to
someone lonely, sick poor or marginalised that we sit
and read our bibles each night? Today we are being
asked to put our money where our mouths are. Our faith
is void if we don't live by it. We are asked to share by
giving up our time and our money. We are asked to
share by not exploiting others.

Before we can firmly celebrate the joy of Christmas we
are asked to ensure that the less well—off are also
experiencing the joy of Christmas in practical terms, food
warmth and security. We have all experienced the joy of
giving a gift. Today we are asked to experience the same
pleasure in sharing what we have with those who have
nothing.

Most importantly this Christmas, we remember that
happiness comes from being content with what we've
got.

Lord of Joy

Mass times for the coming week

|Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday - Saturday
7am (Christmas Movena) & 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.20pm (saturday) 8.30am, 10am, 11.15am &
12.30pm.
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH
Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS5, RATHEMISKA
Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6,30pm Mass.

 Baptist points his| |

We welcome into our Parish Community
Callum Brien, Dr. Murphy Place

lo Jo Mensa, Aspen Way, Foxburrow
Lorenzo Scares Cocuzzi, Maryborough Village

Who were baptised last weekend.

Gaudete
Sunday

Gaudete Sunday is the
third Sunday of Advent.
The Latin Gaudete is
translated as Rejoice, the
first word of the introit.
The reference to joy, hope and optimism are
dominant at this pointin  Advent.

The lesson we can take from this is that
Christians ought to be the most hopeful and
cheerful of people, bringing both joy and peace

‘into their homes and families, workplaces, and

social circles. If you can't feel cheerful to order,
use the opportunity to work out which parts of
yvour life fill you with the most optimism,

Christmas Collection
for the support of the Priests.
The Christmas Collection for the Clergy will be
held at all Masses on Christmas Day.
Envelopes are in the Development Boxes or you
can pick up an Envelope in Church porches.
Thank you for your continued support.

Christmas Arrangements Inside our Linkup on
page 4 or visit our website
www.portlaoiseparish.ie
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MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

Pﬁ;ﬁ* | Full Range Of Fresh s F I S H 2o Available 7 Days A Week!

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's Superialu. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST &
HEARING AID |
cConsultant

Patricia Kilmartin
¥ M.I.S.H.A.A.
= 1L

Private &

= Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

# Full range of Digital Hearing Aids availoble incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDbS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Cccupational Screening Tests
= Ear moulds, Custem made Swim Plugs, Musizians Moulds, et
= Hearing Aid Batteries, Minar Repairs, ete. (incl, postal service)

# Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timaheoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SECTRACT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, 1N LIME 'WITH ADWICE OF THE GOAVERMMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHMN SUGRUE sscascasce NICOLA CALDBECK ssc ascr mtaace
CONOR BOLTOMN a5 ars asce

Online booking: www.lacisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808
Open for urgent Appointments:
Monday 23rd December
Friday 27th December
Monday 30th December
Tuesday 31st December

Clinic classes will resume 6th January
Parish Centre classes will resume 13th lanuary
We would like to wish all our
clients a very happy and
peaceful Christmas and a
Prosperous new year.




ﬁ Reliable House

King Spin

Self-service Laundromat

[
=,

®
‘-:iﬁf?:I:EFS pryers | Big reductions on carpets, vinyl's,
ol wardrobes, chests, lockers,
10 kg ~ Ny 13k g sitting room suites, fireside ch:-snirs,
€6 3 beds, mattresses, tables, chairs,
- Q-SO coffee tables, & rugs.
Call now and avail of the
18kg OPEN 24kg o
€10 - €4 discounts!
a_rn Reliable House Furnishers

10pm Station Road, Portlaocise

Portlacise Shopping Centre 0 057 3621 706

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

Mountmellick Road (Dunnes)

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

= C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

CENTRERG]INIT;
CARPETS e s ANDSCAF

EeAnroao
; OWusi g > W Sy e
T: 057 862 0792 o Tt i iy _:‘;:"“‘Eamuumu-'_ vl

_- --' (‘1

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois

www.centrepointcarpets.ie




DECORATIVE STONE¥ _ s o

SAND AND GRAVEL Wx'¥ ADVENT

TOPSOIL COMPOST e & ANEW YEAR, A NEW YOU
BARK MULCH i o)

KYLE 085

_\ PORTLAOISE " ~ | Do you feel like you should be doing more with your
00\ "o rveT 7020537 /g | Do y . )

Does vour life feel stalled?

Let me support you in mapping out a pathway o

DELIVERY AVAILABLE/ M-
3 9 greater fulfilment and productivity.

My name is Fr Michal Brennan, a monk and priest of Glenstal
Abbey. I am presently undertaking a Post Grad Diploma in
Personal and Management Coaching at UCC, As part of my
[y studies 1 am required to coach a number of people on a pro

' bono basis. If you are interested and would like more
SOSAD Ireland information, please contact me at 083 4226865

1800 901 909

INFRARED

HEATING IRELAND

Applications

+ Home

+ Office
+Apartments
+Attic Conversions
+ Holiday Homes

+ Yoga Studios
+ Conservatories

o 2ny  Move away from gas/oil/heatpump
* Cormabig tatas and save on your heating bill.

+ Creches
+ Schools

+ New Builds Maintenance free, hassle free heating




HEARMED

AC DLF'HTIII" HEALTHLAPE

o-.-.c._ g

* Discount of 15% off | Iﬁ‘dlln o aids.

¥ [ree Heari ing Tests.
* Wax Remov: :1] via Micro-Suction.

Book an Appoimtment Today and Reconmect with Loved Ones This Christmas

‘Umt 4, Bridge Street (Jcn[u Pnrllanm,,. Co. Laois:

057 863 8 8181 -

A E,Etmtum.huﬁh&ll‘med IE

FlLIBusiness
. MOCHUA PRINT & DESl(iN Irish Enterprise i
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awarcds 2022 FCO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOUINEED: TO' KNOW

cRCHANDISE &

3 !' kL gl E ) PR
\/_/) PROMOTIONA
TEMS
LURFURAIE & 6‘; VILEFURMAL
REIAIL PRINT PRIN NG

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

. 057 8634050

Henry Street, Mewbridge, Co, Kildare, W12 TF83
t. 045 433569

mochuaprint.ie

OO0DO




Wednesday, 18th December
2024

from 10.30am-12.20pm

L

ANY ENQUIRIES PLEASE GIVE THE ,;.
CENTRE ARING ON \iis

057 8681492
uisle Cancer Support Centre,
1% {BIDCk Road, Portlaoise,
| Co. Laois

The C’uIs le Cancer St.'pporl‘ GEn treis a charity, and all our services are pmwded free nfcharge



PORTLAOISE PARISH - CHRISTMAS ARRANGEMENTS 2024

CHRISTMAS NOVENA
, 16th to z4th DECEMBER
MDHDAY Iﬁﬂl to SATURDAY zlst
. " 'Mass at Jam.

g EUNDAY 22nd Mass at 8.3ham.

" after 10am Mass and after the 6.30pm Mass -

MGNDAY 232d and THURSDAY 24th

- Mass at 7am,
T . S
SACRAMENT OF RECDHBIHATI{}N
(PENITENTIAL SERVICE) .
* FRIDAY20th DECEMBER
. Pagish'Cht.lmh 7.30pm.

. PARISH CAROL SERVICES
SUNDAY 22nd December Parish Church
Children’s Carol Service 3pm
Parish Carul Service 7.30pm

CGHFESSIGNS
SATURDAY z21st DECEMBER

*MONDAY 23rd DECEMBER .

." after 10am Mass to ipm and épm - 7pm .

TUESDAYz24th DECEMBER
after 10am Mass to I1pm.

CHRISTMAS EVE MASS TIMES
Portlaoise Parish Church Childreén’s Mass
(mainly aimed at those who have not

yet received 1st Cnmmunmu] :.unn !
C’hlldrﬂn’s Mass 6pm
Parish Church Our Midnight Mass 9pm
Parish Church Polish Mass 12am Midnight

CHRISTMAS DAY MASS TIMES
Parlsli Church 8.30am, 10am, :l.:l..:l.san:l
and 12.30pm
The Heath 9.30am Ratheniska 10am

THURSDAY 26th DECEMBER
" ($t. Stephen’s Day)

Parish Church 10am _

Parish Church - Polish Mass 2pm

L

5 FRIDAY z7th DEC‘EMBER
AND SATURDAY 28th DECEMBER *
Parish Church i10am

SUNDKY 29th DECEMBER
Parish Chu:u:h 6.30pm (vigil), Sauam,
10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm
The Heath 9.30am !latheniska i0am
MONDAY 30th DECEMBER AND
" TUESDAY 31st DECEMBER .
Parish Church 10am  °*

~ WEDNESDAY 15t JANUARY
(MARY, THE'HOLY MOTHER OF GDD)
Parish Ehurr.:h l_ﬂi‘ln'l -

THURSDAY' 2nd JANUARY
- to SATURDAY 4th JANUARY,
i Parish Ehurch 10am

FRIDAY (Fil'ﬂ ¥Friday) Sl'ﬂ JKNUAHY
Parish Churche10am and 7,30pm
SATURDAY 4th JANUARY

Parish Church 10am

SUNDAY sth JANUARY.

Parish Church 6.30pm (vigil), 8.30am,

10am, 11.15am and 12.30pm .

- The Heath.9.30am Ratlieniska 10am

MONDAY 6th JANUARY X
(THE EPIPHANY OF THE LORD)
8.30am, 10am, 12.30pm & 7.30pm.

MASSES WILL RESUME AS NORMAL
FROM TUESDAY 7th JANUARY

All our up-tu-date Mass Times can he accessed on our Wel:ﬂte. WWW. pnrtlamseparlsh.le




Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with
alcoholism. Alanon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlacise. For further info.
contact; 086-8706017.
Christmas at Portlaocise Library
Christmas Coffee Morning-Portlacise Library Christmas coffee morning-Thursday,
19th December 11am. Come and join us and the students from the Holy Family
School Portlacise who will perform a
variety of well-known Christmas carols. All are welcome.
Results of Whist Drive held in Parish Centre T December 10
Top score: Paric Dowling
1% Lady: Betty Murphy
2”" Lady: Tied; Margaret Flanagan & Bernie Cahill
1% Gent: Ann- Marle Farrell
2" Gent: Tied; Sam Bennett & Tom Kearns
1% Half: Chnsty Fitzpatrick
2" Half: Paula McEvoy
Raffle: 1% Sadie Chester, 2" Paric Dowling, 3™ Sadie Chester, 4™ Tom Dunne,
5" Theresa Mulhare.
Last Whist of 2024 is next Tuesday, December 17 and will return on Tuesday January
21° 2025 at 7.30.
Wishing everyone a Happy Christmas and Peaceful New Year.
Portlacise Active Retirement Meets every Wednesday afternoon in the Parish Centre
for an afternoon of friendship, activities and fun. New members always welcome.
Monday 16th bowls in St. Mary's sports hall 2pm to 4pm
new members always welcome tuition given
Wednesday 18th our Christmas dinner and party.
Meet up in parish Centre 12.30pm dinner 1pm dancing and singing upstairs after dinner.
Hope everyone has an enjoyable time.
Thursday 19th Cards and chat in Sue Ryder centre 3pm
We will be taking a break until January after that.
Wishing all our members a very happy and peaceful Christmas
We will all meet up again in January.
For more information , please contact pro Sheila at 0876204617.
raigu llen Monster Christmas Bingo
In St. Fiacc's Hall, Graiguecullen. Sunday 15th December @ 3pm.
Jackpot on 40 numbers €700
Double number €3330.
Lotto €1400.
Chocolates left and right of the winners & Great raffle prizes too.
Bingo as usual Tuesday 17" December.

141 White Ford Transit Connect for sale: If interested, please call 0864070333.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday).

Sunday 3pm (Adoration).

Rusa;y: will be re-:lted in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church every evening at 7pm.
; Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayer for vocations,

3pm Frl-::lay in the Parish Church.

Portlaoi r Pilgrim To L

Accompanied by a Spiritual Director.

9th September 2025,

4 nights, 5 days. €735 per person. €200 Deposit secures your seat, Ideal Christmas gift.

Special Christmas offer: €100 off if paid in full by 10th January (€635)

For more details please contact any of the following:

John 087-1254841, Mary 0852829231, Joe Walsh Tours 01-2410800




NEW YEAR - FRESH START

TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger and
small tipping trailer for hire,

Richard 085-2529893

M NOLAN

LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

URERTIS
[

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES
Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlacise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Windew and Door draught proofing
= Fully Insured

083-3153211

087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 www. kukic-hms.ie
PAINTING & PAT LALOR TARMACADAM | Mountain View Eco Wood
DECORATING Church Avenue, Stradbally | FIREWOOD SALES
R S Spm————— = Met bag softwood logs €5

Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting
Powerwashing

15 years experience
Fully Insured

089-4459958

www.kukic-hms.ie

e Tarmacadam
e Kerbing
# Drainage
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

- Met bag kindle wood €3 ﬁ

- Trailer load lags (hardwood/softwood)
- Trailer load Turf

= 20kg bags Coal now €15

- Free delivery - Fuel Vouchers Available
= Phone card or cash payments accaptad

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

- Met bag hardwood loegs €7

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlaocise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student

COAL FOR SALE
6 x 40KG Bags €150

Buy 6 and get 1 free
10 x 20KG Bags €150
Buy 10 and get 1 free

GTilingi ﬁat_hzﬂﬂms grooming. Discounts apply.Tel. Contact;

eneral Maintenance 089-4890869

03?-4896429 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie 083-3 297080

SOCIAL DANCING KPS CLEANING
M » School Cleaning

In Maneenroe Cammunity Hall
R95HDM3, Every Saturday night.
Good music and light smacks {soft drinks)
available. Free raffle.

21 pDec: Alistair Fingleton
28" Dec: Glen & Flynn

Trailer loads of
Hardwood and
Softwood Logs

» General House Cleaning
» Deep Cleaning
# End of Tenancy Cleaning

-

04™ Jan: Muriel & Fran Delivered Cleaning of offices,
Contact Patsy Contact; schoc;!s, sfltlops, sail::rnsletc, Cugtact
e N us for all your cleaning needs.
3 ?GARDEN HANDYMAN PROFESSIONAL PAINTER

-4 SERVICES

Trimming Hedges
Garden tidy ups
Hedge planting
Green waste removal
Woodchip supplied and delivered
Contact Richard;

087-9828558

- Gutter Cleaning
- Powerwashing
- Painting inside and outside
- Grass Cutting
- Window Cleaning
Contact Mick;
085-2151277

AND DECORATOR
20+ Years Experience
Interior/Exterior
[, o Residential/Commercial
1 Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly;

086-0717172




PATH Church Gate BALLYFIN NS RE-TURN
Collection Ballyfin NS is COIEECHHQ ’DLANDS
= - APPLIANCE
21st/22nd bottles and cans ﬁ?r re?yclmg REPAIRS
D b under the Deposit Re-turn
Ecem_ er Scheme. Eligible items, empty
Portlaoise, and washed out please, can be A
The Heath, left into the school at any time ""””';__':'I"l‘_; e
: during school hours, or given AR
Ratheniska Churches & oy pinh. @ 087-9080211
DRIVING LESSONS (B CAR
POST STORM
Pra-TestéEﬁﬁgtstﬁ;[fss your CLEANING SERVICES Your Ad Here
EDT Lessons. Need a hand Advertise to
Registered & Experienced RSA :
Cboricd B Lekracior | Ele8TinG Lpafer thousands of
To book, call: storm Darrag h? wee kly readers
0851313180 Call: 0863136435 on paper and
LOOKING FOR WORK :

Experience in Painting, PODIATRIS_T 0[1!”1&!
Plumbing, Retail MAY COLLINS =
Security, Industrial Cleaning, Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHSI Contact Link

Clean driving license. 2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise. ”
Safe Pass/Manual handling/Static Tel.; l.lp Offlce:
Security Certified 086-3785327
Laois/Kildare/Carlow Area By Appointment only. 0 57 —8692 154
Call: 0899804801 UHI-Aviva-Laya approved

=) THE
PARISH SHO>%

CALL IN AND BROWSE
OUR LARGE SELECTION
OF;

B « Cribs/Nativity Sets
B « Christmas Ornaments and Gifts
¥« Cards for all occasions
& « Diaries and Calendars
s * Bibles and Books
» Christmas Mass Bougquets €3

Chrlstmas Openmg Hours
Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Saturdays 7th, 14th, 215t Dec. 10am-1pm

' T v v ¥ L L ¥

XXXXRXXKKXXS




Third Sunday of Advent also RKnown as
Gaudete Sunday

The term Gaudete refers to the first word of the
Entrance Antiphon, "Rejoice". You can see this word in
Sunday’s missalette or on our screen in the Parish Church

at the beginning of Mass.

Rose vestments can be worn to emphasise our joy that Christmas is near, and we
also light the rose candle on our Advent wreath.

The Gift That Jesus Brings

There's a story about a young boy who checked the presents under the tree
every day. He loved looking through them, arranging them, and counting
1 them. One day, he discovered that his sister had more gifts than he did. He
ran to his mother very upset.
"Katie has more presents under the Christmas tree than I do!" he cried.
His mom explained that getting gifts under the tree isn't what Christmas is really all about
because Jesus is our greatest gift. Have you ever felt the way this boy did?
How did that experience affect your joy in that moment?
Christmas should be a time of joy. Today, we'll learn our true joy is in Jesus’ birth, not the
presents we get. In fact, God tells us that giving is even better than receiving.
In the Gospel, John the Baptist was sent to prepare people for the coming of Jesus. He told
them to repent of their sins and prepare their hearts for the coming of our Saviour.
"What should we do?" they asked.
John replied, "If you have two coats, give one of them to the one who has none. If you have
food, share it with those who have none."
This message is for us, too. If we want to experience the real joy that Jesus wants for us, then
we must learn to share. By sharing what God has so generously given to us, we will receive an
even greater gift -- the gift of joy.
What is one way you can give others joy during Christmas?

PRAYER

Dear God, help us to learn that it is through remembering Jesus’ birth
and giving to others that we receive true joy at Christmas.
In Jesus’ name, Amen.




Joh

nswered, “Anyvone who has two shirts should share with the one who
has none, and anyone who has food should do the same.” Luke 3:11

Puzzle is based on Luke 3:7-11

1 2 = 3
L
L=
Fd
ACROSS DOWDN
3. An item of clothing that is worn 1. What we eat
onthe Uppar half:of the body, 2. The sweet food that grows on a '
5. To have very little money or tree.
possessions 3. To give part of what you have
6. The opposite of bad to somecne else
7. A tall plant that has a trunk, 4. The part of a tree that grows
Branches, and leaves. under the ground.
ROOT TREE POOR SHARE

FOOD GOOD FRUIT SHIRT

~ Come, Lord Jesus,
_ child of the earth,
Sl child of God.
/ M Come into our world of
E = joy and sorrow.
. Staywith us always,
. nowand at the hour of
I our death.
If yvou seek a special gift
ALTAR SERVE S ‘I:he greatest gift of all
Don't look beneath your tree
To show our appreciation to all our Altar Servers It was never there at all
for their hard work, we are holding a Christmas The greatest Christmas gift
Movie and party in the Parish Centre after school Was given to us all
on Friday 20th December. Children can be The Christ child in a manger
collected from the Parish Centre at 3pm. In a lowly cattle stall.




A woman was Christmas shopping with her two children, After
many hours of walking down row after row of toys and after hours
of hearing both her children asking for everything they saw on
those many shelves, she finally made it to the store elevator with
her two children in hand. She was feeling what so many of us feel
during the holiday season time of the year, getting that perfect gift
far every single person on our shopping list, overwhelming
pressure to go to every party, every housewarming, taste all the
holiday food and treats, making sure we don't forget anyone on
our card list, and the pressure of making sure we respond to
everyone who sent us a card. Finally the elevator doors opened
revealing a crowd in the elevator car.

She pushed her way in and dragged her two kids and all her bags of
stuff in with her. As the doors closed she couldn’t take it anymore
and blurted out, "Whoever started this whole Christmas thing
should be found, strung up, and shot.” From the back of the car, a
quiet calm voice responded, "Don‘t worry, we've already crucified
Him.” The rest of the trip down was so guiet you could have heard
a pin drop. Don't forget this year to keep the One who started this
whale Christmas thing in your every thought, deed, purchase, and
word. If we all would, just think how much better this world would
be,

| love visiting the cribs in various churches this time of year. Many
of you, have by now placed your crib, in a sacred place at home.
Saint Francis of Assisi, was the first to introduce visually displaying
the crib. He did so in a deliberate portrayal of the deep poverty and
yet great love, the Christ child, was born into. A young mother and
father, placing a tiny little baby in a manger, wrapped in swaddling
clothes. There was no room for this baby in the inn, his birth was
extra dramatic where eventually Mary and Joseph, found shelter in
a lowly stahle,

The first to be made aware of this tremendous new life were the
autsiders. Shepherds, by their very nature lived an the outside,
Their lives were nomadic and hardship was the norm. | have no
doubt, that when the angels appeared, with the melody of hope,
their hearts were instantly lifted. When they went to examine and
validate what they had been told, their immediate response was
one of wonder and awe, in the presence of Emmanuel “God among
us”. Their silence, was a prayer filled by God's grace. The birth of
lesus Christ surrounded by cattle and sheep, was and continues to
be such a powerful encounter, God became one of us. “The word
became flesh and dwelt amongst us”.

The birth of lesus Christ continues to be a great gift for all
humanity. His birth isn't something that just happened, but
because of his amazing grace, continues to pour hope and new life
to us all. Deep in the depth of winter darkness, soon we will be
reminded that the light once again conquers the darkest hours of
the year. Green shoots erupting from the winter soil reminds us,
that soon we will celebrate a new season. A new time, when God's
grace can indeed rejuvenate all our stories . God's love is a
tremendous gift, it's a gratuitous one, not seeking any repayment,
but abundantly and generously bestowed upon each one of us,

Time to Think!

Christmas, a time to hope

because God loves us first. We can only be a respond with a sense
of gratitude and confidence that we belong to a very good news
story. This Christmas | pray that indeed our pathways will be level
and smooth , for all who are challenged may burdens be lessened
by the grace of God's presence. May all our families be blessed
with health of body and Peace of Mind. Finally, A charming story is
told of Poinsettia, a poor Mexican girl, who had no gift to present
to the baby Jesus in his crib, as was customary on Christmas Eve. As
Poinsettia walked slowly to the chapel with her friends and family
her heart was full of sadness rather than joy. An angel appeared to
the little girl and spoke to her

“I am sure that even the most humble gift, if given in love, will be
acceptable in his eyes”,

Mot knowing what to do, the little girl knelt at the roadside and
gathered a handful of common weeds, fashioning them into a small
bouquet,

Looking at these insignificant weeds, she felt more saddened and
embarrassed than ever by the humbleness of her offering.
Poinsettia fought back a tear as she entered the small village
chapel. As she approached the arib she remembered the angel's
words. She felt her spirit lift as she knelt to lay the bouquet at the
feet of the nativity scene. Suddenly, the bouguet of weeds burst
into blooms of brilliant crimson red, all who saw them were certain
that they had seen a miracle right before their eyes. From that day
on, the bright red flowers were known as the Flores de Buena,
Flower of the Holy Night. Known by all of us for its Christmas
colour, called the Poinsettia.

This is a powerful story of Christian hope in a time of darkness and
uncertainty. The good news story that we are about to celebrate is
that we are not alone. Each one of us are willed into life so that we
can celebrate the powerful gift of every moment. Christmas is a
time to ponder and give thanks for the gifts that we all have been
blessed with. The bright pramise of Christ's presence assures us to
be confident that we are not alone, God is very near. May
Christmas 2024 be a time of great blessing..

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 33,000 followers or @AbbeyleixP
ar leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles
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End of Year Rosary at The Grotto

New Years Eve, December 31" at 8pm @ D A N A S
Cross and Cloak

Concert
i AID OF THE 5 'lf RED H.[ ART CRUSADE. 2025

BE A PART OF SOMETHING SPECIAL
Have a Blessed Candle lit and displayed at the grotto for the sick,
deceased, your intentions or in thanks giving. Your Candle will be lit
from 5pm on Dec, 31 until after midnight. (Rosary at Bpm).
Your donation for the Candle will go to Mary's Hands In Medjugorje

run by lacov, the youngest visionary, and the invalids, pilgrims, A7
homeless and poor in our own society, SUNDAY ZN D FEBRUARY 2025

Candle bookings can be made through the shop in the Parish Centre Featu rmg local artists

or by contacting any of the following; P ’ ?:30[1“1 (Doors open at 5:30[}!1‘1]
5 s, ‘ The Manor Hotel, Abbeyleix, Co.Laois, R32 VE24
|y Tickets €25 (Book on eventbrite.ie)
P For more information contact :
Antionette on
0860803047

Mary Byrne 085-2829231
Paddy Connolly 087-2117174

lohn Egan 087-1254841
Kitty Timmons 087-9506634
Jimmy Shiels 087-6872633

A Mass will also be offered for your
intentions in Portlaoise and Medugorje.

ogiar Ballyroan

AIRD e Vintage Club

Annual St Stephens Day
Tractor/Truck/Car

Run 2024,

Main Sponsors Bluebird Care.
In aid of Laois Hospice

E & B @ﬁhlr’ﬂ
Laois Alzheimer’s. s

Registration €20 per Vehicle.
From 11am.
Leaving 12pm sharp.

In Ballyroan Community Hall.
Congregate in Boys School beside Shop.
Hardworking. it ‘ Soup & Sandwiches in

Whelan’s after run.

ALL WELCOME.
Ballyroan Vintage Club wishes all our
friends & supporters a very happy & holy
Christmas and a Happy new Year
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CASH REWARD-MARIE KILMARTIN
MURDER 1993

A substantial cash reward is available to the person or
persons with adequate information regarding the death
of Marie Kilmartin, Beladd, Portlacise in 1993,

Marie disappeared in mid-December of that year and her

body was found on the 10th of June the tollowing year,
1994, at Pim's Lane Mountmellick Co Laois,
sixteen kilometres from her home.
Her death was established as murder.
Any person who supplies such adequate information
need not be involved in any prosecution or required to
appear as a witness, and anonymity can be assured.

The purpose of the information sought is to identify the

person(s) responsible and secure a conviction,

The significant reward money has been put up by friends

of Marie Kilmartin.
To share information please get in contact
via Facebook group:
“Justice for Marie Kilmartin™

Accompanied by spiritual director.
4 Nights & 5 Days

Special Christmas Offer:
€635 if paid in full by 12th January 2025.
Price increase of €100 after
12th January 2025 to €735.

For further details please contact:
John Egan: 0871254841
Mary Byrne: 0852829231

Derek Marum: 0858390157
Or
Joe Walsh Tours: 01-2410800

€200 deposit secures your seat.

Ideal Christmas gift.

S ORIGINAL
SO0 2 THERAPIES
b

We are local and here for you
Private Occupational Therapy

Housing Assessments
» Housing Adaptation Grant
assessments and reports,

= Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,
ramps, extensions, etc.

Paediatric Assessments
» Occupational Therapy
' assessments to help your
r child grow.
» Supporting children's
development at home, in
school. and during play.

Contact Us Today for an ntment: (OEzA0

@ info@originaltherapies.ie @ 083 150 6755 %

www originaltherapios e (=]
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057 87 31372
Colt, Portlaoise, Laois. R32 K281

'T) Dalton

A\ KX

Sales & Service

Wide range of cars & commercials

Finance arranged
Tyres & 4 Wheel Alignment

Remapping, extra power & economy

HUGHES

90 MAIN STREET, PORTLAOISE » (057) 8621332

SAVE: €20.00 SAVE: €10.00
Dior Sauvage — T Prada Paradoxe

Servicing

60ml Eau de Toilette | ~ 30ml Eau de Parfum
Was €92 L P kA L Wesess
Now: €72 N, Now €73
Save €20 - ' Save €10
SAVE: €20.00 SAVE: €37.00
Ariana Grande R.EM

LACOSTE R Lacoste Red
ll 75ml Eau de Toilette

[
: Was €62
L <.__ | Now€25
' Save €37

.{5 ”ﬁ-*l ) r Now €20

waked/  Save €20

WHILE STOCKS LAST

] 30ml Eau de Parfum
,?Fi Was €40
|4

Visit: www.hughespharmacyportlaoise.ie
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;
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Mary Maher
(née Brady)
Kilminchy, Portlaoise

Fionan Bracken
Dun Masc,
Portlaoise

Tony Curran
Liogard,
Portlaoise

Finbar Heneghan
Collies Lane,
Portlaoise

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE

Love your neighbour
as voursell

MATTHEW 2239
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In Loving Memory of
ELIZABETH FLANAGAN

née Wright. Late of Green Rd. Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurred 12t December 2024

(1}
L)

WL WL

L

For each cloud theres a
rainbow,

For each shadow; the sun,
For each parting: memories,
So our foved ones are never

truly gone.

"

WL

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Parish Church, this Sunday
15th December at 11:15am.

WL

Sadly missed and always remembered by your
loving husband Tony, daughter Sinead, sons
Trevor, Kevin, Tony [nr. and Matthew [nr.
grandchildren, relatives and friends.

Rest in RPeave X lizabeth

? In Loving Memory of ?‘
MICHAEL & BRIDGET RYAN

KILMURRAY, STRADBALLY
Whose 11" and & Anniversaries occour at this time.

WL

WL
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WL WL
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Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church of

the Assumption, the Heath, this Sunday 15" December
at 9:30am.
To your resting place
we visit, place flowers
there with care,

But no one knows our

heartache when we

turn and leave you

there.

Sadly missed by their loving family, extended family
and friends.

CMay Chey Rest in Reave

In Loving Memory of
JIMMY & GERTIE RANKIN

1 Elm Lawn, Portlaoise.
Whose 23 and 29 Anniversaries both occuron
- 1%9th December 2024, =7 mamypas o,

L}

WL
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Never more than a

WA

thought away, and

L)

those who have loved
you dearly are thinking ¢
of you today.
,S'HJJEP missed mid'aﬁm_}w remembered E_}I therr fmfﬂg fﬂrr:ﬂﬁr.
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In Loving Memory of ?
DES BROWNE -

Mountrath Road, Portlaoise.
3rd Anniversary occurs 19th December 2024

WL

¥
e *

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, on
Thursday 19 December at 10am.

Pam that little Robin that sits upon o tree,
I sing to you each morning,
But you don't know jts me,
lam that little Robin in your garden every day,
I will never leave you, I will never fly away.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his wife & family.

CMay Das Rt in ' Reace

In Loving Memory of

JOHN FITZPATRICK

3 Ashton Manor, Portlacise, formerly Meelick.
5" Anniversary occurs 19" December 2024.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s
Farish Church, this Sunday 15" December at 10am.
e - We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name,
But all we have are memories and
your picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit and put
flowers there with care,
But no one knows the heartache as
we turn and leave you there.

(13 ik
Y

ik

(11

Sadly missed by his loving wife Josie and all the family.

May John Rest in Reace

- - - - - - - . - . - - - - - - -

In Loving Memory of
JOHN and MARY ROCHE

Mourntrath Rd., Portlaoise,
John's 6™ Anniversary occurs 18" December 2024
Mary's 3™ Anniversary occurs 8" January 2025

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in 5ts. Peter &
Paul’s Parish Church, this
Sunday 15" December
ot 11.15am.

‘ | hide my tears when | say
your name,
But the pain in my heart is still the same,
Though | smile and seem carefree,
There is no one who misses you more than me,
Your presence | miss, your memary | treasure,
Loving you always, forgetting you never.

Sadly missed and always remembered by their sons,
daughters, grandchildren, sons-in-laws, daughters-in-law,
great-grandchildren and extended family.

CMay Chey Rest in Reae

In Loving Memory of %‘
MICHAEL MORRIS

Colliers Lane, Kilminchy
1* Anniversary occurs 20" December 2024.

(T

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Friday 20% December at 10am.

(13

In Life we loved you dearly,
In Death we love you still,
In our hearts you have a special
place,
Mo one else can ever fill,

It broke our hearts to lose you,
But you did not go alone,
For part of us went with you,
The night God took you home.

(T

Forever in our thoughts.
Sadly missed by your loving wife Peggy,
daughters Michelle & Mary,
sons Kieran & Michael.

In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL LEECH

Ridge Rd. Portlacise and formerly Kellystown, Walfhill.
7" Anniversary occurs 26" December 2024

Nothing different,
On the day you were gone,
The world still shining,
Birds singing and people living,
Nothing different,

But everything.

All our love, Anne, Elizabeth, Colette,
Geraldine, Michelle and families.

Michael's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in St. Mary’s Church, Wolfhill, on
Sunday 29th December at 10am.

May Michasl Reast in " Reace

F

THOSE WHO WALKED IN DARKNESS

HAVE SEEN A GREAT LIGHT
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In Loving Memory of
ETHNA DUNNE

Clonad, Portlacise,
4t Anniversary occurs 15 December 2024

Ak

Your life was full of kindly deeds,
A helping hand for other’s needs,

Beautiful memories left behind.

b

Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure,
Loving you always,
Forgetling yvou never,

From your loving family.
Also remembering our dad Anthony at this time. ||

Rest in Reace thna & Anthony

First Month Remembrance
HELENA HAJDUKIEWICZ

Szprotawa, Poland.
Who passed away 12th November 2024

(13

(1]

ik

My mother
Who gave me the best of her life,
Who cherished my secrets,
My sorrows my strife.

Who thought me to love,
Whao thought me to pray,
My Mother in Heaven,

God bless her today.

Babcia/Grandmother
We miss you,
We miss your hugs,

Your smile and your little treats,
But we know now you're in Heaven,
Watching over us all keeping us safe,

We will forever keep you in our hearts,
Our Guardian Angel.

£l

Ak

AR

Helena's Month Mind Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church this
Sunday 15th December at 12.30pm

(13

Sadly Missed by your son Andrzej,
daughter-in-law Winnie and your
grandchildren David, Michael and Juliet.

CMay FColona
Rest S Raace
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Sincere and true in heart and mind,
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In Loving Memory of
JAMES O’ REILLY

Marian House, Dublin Rd., Portlaoise,
45" Anniversary occurred 10" December 2024

1F

L1

A sudden call fram God an high,
We had no chance to say goodbye,
Without farewell you fell asleep,
But memories of you, we will always keep.

Ll

\LJ

WL

From fias foving sons Martin and Jas, danghter
Edleen, danghters-in-law, sons-in-law,
grandtlaldren and great-grandchildren.

May ~ames Rest in Reace

F

1F

¥

In Loving Memory of %’
ELLEN COSTIGAN (née Doyle)

Clonad, Portlacise / Ballymoheen, Roscrea
1% Anniversary occurs 22™ December 2024

WL

WL

Anniversary Mass for Ellen will be celebrated on Saturday
28th December at 7pm in St. Fintan's Church, Raheen.

=N
b 2

\LJ

1K

Ni imithe uainn,
ach imithe romhainn.

1K

L

Much loved and sadly missed every
day by her family and friends.

WL

1F

Rest S Peace Lllen
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In Loving Memory of ?
Sarah Doyle |

Kyle, Ballyknocken, Portlacise
12th Anniversary occurs on
Tuesday 24th December 2024

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in 5ts. Peter and

Paul's Church Tuesday 24th
December at 10am.
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Softly the leaves of memory fall,
Gently | gather and treasure them all,
Unseen, unheard, you are always near,

So missed, so loved, so very dear.

LWL

Ll

Sadly missed & always remembered by Dad
& all The Doyle Family

Rest in FCeavenly Reace QDarah
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In Loving Memory of
JIM O' CONNOR
Redhill, Ballyroan, Portlavise,
First Anniversary occurs
215t December 2024

Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter and Paul’s
Parish Church on
Saturday 21st December 2024 at
10am.

R Greatly missed and remembered by his
Sfamily eZ friends.

Rest S Revce
i #’3

In Loving Memory of °
DENIS (Dinny)

FITZPATRICK

46 Liogard, Portlaoise.
16" Anniversary occurred 13" December 2024
We miss you from your
fireside chair,
Your loving smile and
gentle air,
Your vacant place, no one
can fill,
We miss you Daddy and
always will.
He was a husband so very
rare, content in his home
and always there,
On Earth he toiled, in Heaven he rests,
God bless you Din, you were one of the best,
Lovingly remembered by your wife Doreen,
children Ann, Tina, John and Dor, sons-in-law,
daughter-in-faw and grandchildren.

CMay the ord lay his gontle hand upon him

T
1F

In Loving Memory of
PHYLLIS LALOR

Hawthorn Drive, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs 20t December 2024

¥

WL

1K

Mam;
A daily thought, a silent tear,
8 A constant wish that you were here.
Love and miss you everyday Mam,
Gerard x

o

L

Mam;

A smile for all, a heart of gold,

The very best this world could hold,
Never selfish, always kind,
These are the memories you left behind.

Call Mammy's name out softly Lord,

And when she looks your way,

Tell her that we love her and miss her everyday.
Love and miss you beyond words,
Marie & Christy xx

¥

WL

¥

L1

T

Nan;

No special time is needed for us to think of you,
For you were someone special and we thought the
world of you.

Missing you everyday Nan, love from your two
special boys, Kyle and Finn xx

L

L]

WL

Mam/Nanny;
A loving Mother and Nan so true,
No one on earth we'll find like you,
For us you always did your best,
God grant your soul eternal rest.
Sadly missed, loved everyday, Daithi, Mags,

Shauna, Oisin and Cillian xxxxx

L

WL

WL

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church

Saturday 21+t December at 6.30pm.

Rest in Reace Rhpllis

In Loving Memory of ‘%
ANN CASS

Tullore, Ballyroan
First Anniversary occurred 14t December 2024
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We think of things you used to say,
And all that pou would do.

At some point, every single day,
Our thoughts will turn to you.
No matter how life changes,
No matter what we dao,

A special place within our
hearts is always kept for vou.

Wl

¥

¥

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving
husband Michael, daughters Elizabeth and Mary, son Joe,
sons-in-law Russell and Keith and yvour grandchildren.
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_ In Loving Memory of <
~ MARY PATRICIA LALOR

née Breen
Late of Boley, Abbeyleix.
5" Anniversary occurs 15" December 2024.

5™ Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
St. Brigid’s Church, Shanahoe, this Sunday
15" December at 12 noon.

Patty with a heart of gold,
A life well-lived, a love untold.

Her days were bright with simple joys,
Her grandkids’ laughter, her pride, her noise.
A holy woman, her faith ran deep,

Her prayers a comfort she'd always keep.
Rosary beads hold in her hand,

Her guiding light through life’s demand.
Patty, forever dear,

In every hear, you're always near.

Your warmth, your laughter, your gentle grace,
A light that time cannot erase.

Forever in our hearts.
Your loving husband Donal, children Margaret,
Alice, Noreen, Donie, Patricia, Thomas,
John & Patrick xx

Rest in Reave Ratly

In Loving Memory of
JOHN ARRIGAN

Newpark, Portlaoise.
11th Anniversary occurred 8" December 2024
Anniversary Mass was celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Sunday 8 December, 11.15am.

Sadly missed by all his loving
family and friends.

Reast in Reace ~John

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Birthday Remembrance ﬂ?

In Loving Memory of

MARIA McDONALD

Whose Birthday occurred 1 3" December,
5" Christmas away from home

OLIVER McDONALD

3 Christmas away from home

There's a little place within my heart,
That is with me everyday.
A place where all my memoaries,
Are softly tucked away.
It is the perfect place,
At special times for me to go,
For, words could not explain,
How very much | miss you so.
And now that one again,
Christmas time has come around,
It's where the sweetest memaories,
And thoughts of you are found.

Remembered with love.

From your daughters Sharon,

. Margaret, Sierra & Jan. Sons Lee

& Cody, all the grandchildren,
friends & extended family.

CMay Chey Rast Sn ' Reave

In Loving Memory of
FRANK SYDES

Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.

5th Anniversary occurs 17% December 2024.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Sunday 15* December at 11.15am.
The world changes year to year,
Our lives from day to day,
But the friendship and the
memories, shall never pass away.

Sadly missed by all your friends.

Rest in ' Reave ~§frank

In Loving Memory of %
PADDY CROSSAN

S8t Brigid’s Place, Portlacise,
6™ Anniversary occurs 18" December 2024.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’'s Parish Church, this
Sunday 15" December at 11.15am.

Sadly missed and always remembered
by Padraig, Michael & family,
Kieran & family.

1]
u‘

-‘
T
"'
T
"‘
(11
"‘
(11
"‘
(1]
"'
T
u‘
l!
"‘
11
"‘
"'
T
"‘
T
"‘
T
"‘
"'
"'
ul
"'
T
L

WL WL WL aF WL WL WL Wl WL WL WL Wl

(13
WL



£l

Y ¥ Yy ¥ Y Y Y Y
: :
] € f

Ak
"
ik
WAL
(1}
L

(1}
"
Ak
"
dk
¥
(1}
L
(11
L

L]

A
Ak
"
ik
¥

L

In Loving Memory of
FIONA CONROY

Kilteale Avenue, Portlaoise.
14" Anniversary occurs at this time.

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, Saturday 215t December at 6:30pm.

Loving memories of you Fiona,
We will never forget,

Sadly missed along life's way,

Ll With silent thought and deep regret,
We think of you every day,
No longer in our lives to share,
But in our hearts,

You're always there.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your
loving daughter Isabel and Pascal, your
Mother Mary and family.

Reast in Reace Sfiona

3rd ANNIVERSARY

Of A Loving Husband, Father,
Grandfather and Great-Grandfather

In Loving Memory of

JOHN-JOE CONROQY
Carrick Hill, Portlacise. Died 24" December 2021

A silent grief that's in our
hearts, no human eye can trace,
For many a broken heart is hid,

Beneath a smiling face.

T

) ¢

Sadly missed by and all his
loving family.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on Saturday 21¢* December at 6:30pm.

Rest in Beave ~John~Joe

PRINT&D

lon 1 Business Park ;
Portlaoise,Co. Laois Fai
32 EH11

L. 057 86 34050
4 info@mochuaprint.ie

- B www.mochuaprint.ie
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T Rastlaise)
=5long Centre)

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Unit 3B Clonminam
Business Park
Portlacise, Co. Laois.
R32 DWT

Tel: 057 8660258
Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlaocisestone.ie

+ KEEGAN’S

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

v
*u

Contact Matthew
087-2549195

David 087-2369887
HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyleix Road, Portlacise

087-2562137

s
FUNERAL DIRECTORS
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‘You are mvlted to

THE FIRST NOEL
St Peter & Paul s Chlldren S. chou*_"
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“I Portlaoise
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You are invited to

WAITING IN HOPE

Carols from Portlaoise

1 -
Sunda 4y, 'l (e Dﬁl'ﬂl 30pm

.

“I Portlao:se
PARISH
AlSo availabie on Shalom World



U : - +!
Join us at 1aAM from the T16t-21St of December
8:30am on the 221 of December
and 1aM on the 23rd-24TN of December

as we celebrate Mass by Candlelight.

This way of celebrating Mass is an old Advent practice called a

Rorate Mass.

It helps us to focus our thoughts
on the coming of the light of the world,

U | Portlaoise
| [ 1]



Results for
12" December 2024

Portlaoise Parish

No €11,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Lorraine Kelly Online Lotto
The Nugget Ann Brennan
Frances Kennedy Parish Centre
Breda Allen Tabin 7 Mary Collins
Marie Hennessy Greg Keenan
Jacinta Murphy Match Brian Conroy
Agnes Kennedy 3s Jerry Dooley
Receive
€143
each
Follow Us Y ®FortiaciseParis Play PARISH
&. Li k‘E Uso portiaciseparishlaois @@N@Q@

www.portlaciseparish.je

Next Week’s Jackpot is €12,000

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Deacon Eugene Keyes

Y 4 Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - Spm Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0B52134285

At next Thursday's Lotto Draw there will be
an additional draw for 10 Promoter's Prizes
of €100. Based on this week's draw,
promoters will have one ficket in the drum for
each ticket promoted including their regular
players.

)

. Promoters Prizes

0 X €100

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support but have not reintroduced them since Cowid.
Thank you to the many who have found new ways to support the Parish.
The generosity of s0 many means we continue to be well supported and
our liturgies are not interrupted - Please find your way to contribute,
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes available at
Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account

Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK33327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D
THANK YOU

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

,Ea_r_ish G_‘e_r_ltre

| ‘}
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis

MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Syhbil and 5r. Julie

{Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 Ee00119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

quk LINK UP

Monday to Thursday
lJp 1lam to 1pm & 2.15pm to S5pm
057-8692154

Advertising deadline: 12 noon Wednesday
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




% § DUNKEEN OIL
' Y OUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

DUNKEEN OIL

Y OUR Lérvml. OIL DISTRIBUTOR

S & AIR TO WATER CUSTOMERS

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Oil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Qur depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




