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my favour rests on you.’

Blessing of babies

We invite the 206 infants baptised in our
Parish over the past year to a ‘blessing
ceremony’ today at 1.30pm in the Parish
Church. The blessing is not confined to
those of course all are very welcome.

We thank our Baptism Team who

help prepare families for their child’'s
baptism and assist in the celebration of
the Sacrament.

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaoiseParis

E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie & Lilte Us () fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com fportlaoiselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Mow when all the people

“ New Beginnings
were baptised, and when
Jesus also had been

\
-
baptised and was praying,

| the heaven was opened,
W and the Holy Spirit
i | £ g WA descended upon him in
bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from heaven,
["™ou are my Son, the Beloved; with vou I am well
pleased.”
This is a great moment for Jesus, a moment when he
receives affirmation from God his Father. For the rest of
us it is also a momentous occasion. This is the beginning
of Jesus’ public ministry and a promise of great things to
follow. What a shame that our own baptisms aren't as
momentous. At best we might have got a party, though
| of course we were far too young to share the sausage
rolls and champagne. Perhaps there's a bit of video
footage somewhere in the loft, but it's not likely that we
got doves from heaven or God's wvoice from the clouds.
This doesn’t however make our baptism unimportant.
Jesus’ baptism came at the start of his public ministry
iand marked a new beginning for us all. The story invites
us to look at our own beginnings in light of Jesus’
ministry. What have we made of our lives so far? Is
| there anything we can point to that we feel might have
particularly pleased God? Perhaps we have done nothing
|to please God. Perhaps we have made rather a rocky
| start. Perhaps we haven't done much to be proud of at
all. It doesnt matter; coming so close to the beginning
of the year, this feast day is a perfect invitation to start
again.
| The second thing we learn from this gospel reading is
ithat Jesus was not alone; he was enabled by the Holy
| Spirit who descended in the bodily form of a dove. The
really exciting news is that according to John, we too
receive the Holy Spirit in our baptism. We are not alone
in our struggles. We too are enabled. That's a genuinely
powerful belief,
As we begin yet another new year, we set about facing
our challenges with a renewed courage and a renewed
faith in the Holy Spirit. We begin again with an
| appreciation that our baptism is more than just a distant
childhood memory.

Mass times for the coming week

[Parish Church or otherwize stated)

Monday - Friday

7.30am & 10am
Saturday

10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.1%am & 12.30pm.
CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH 9.30am

CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA 10am
CONFESSIONS

Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

=
We welcome into our Parish Community

Lilly Sarah French Glynn

The Baaches, Forest Park
Who was baptised over the Christmas

God alone can give faith,

THOUGHT

DAY

but vou can offer witness,
God alone can give hope,
but you can give confidence to
others.
God alone can give love,
but you can pass it on to others.
God alone can give peace,
but you can work for unity.
God alone can give power,
but you can sustain
somebody who is feeling low.
God alone is the light,
but you can make it shine for others.
God alone is life,
but you can give others a taste for
living.
God alone can do the impossible,
but through you it becomes possible.
God alone is self-sufficient
... but amazingly,
God prefers to count on you.

Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord Today (Sunday 12th January)
Blessing of Babies at 1.30pm in the Parish Church. ALL ARE WELCOME




MULHALL MEAT

Wlshmg All Of Our Customers
A Happy New Year'

Pt | Full Range Of Fresh o F I S H ~ox Available 7 Days A Week!

AUDIOLOGIST °
HEARING AID |

consultant

Patricia Kilmartin

Lomprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO VALUE OF £1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupotional Screening Tests
Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete.
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minar Repairs; etc, (incl. postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlacise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Na Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 B692289 Mobile: 0BS 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiclogy@®gmail.com

Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SHSTRACT SAFETY SMAEASURES IM PLACE, 1N LINE 'WITH ADVICE OF THE GDAVERNMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE sseprseavzcr. NICOLA CALDBECK 55 parsce saacr
CONOR BOLTOMN g5 prse sasce

Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

To book by phone: 087 666 42808

Clinic classes will resume 6th January
Parish Centre classes will resume 13th January
Parish Centre:

Monday 9:30am - Osteo class with John.
Monday 6-8pm - Pilates
beginners and intermediate with Laura
Clinic:

Tuesday 11am - Senior class
Wednesday 9:30am - Online Pilates
Wednesday 10:30am - Osteo class
Wednesday 11:30am - Parkinson's specific
exercise class
Thursday 4pm - Osteo class.
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@ ?lr: :‘;‘il? p“., We are local and here for you

King Spin

Self-service Laundromat Housing Assessments

" e « Housing Adaptation Grant

. ' @ assessments and reports.
WASHERS « Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,

DRYERS :
per 15 mins ramps, extensions, etc.

¥ - 40 mins

10kg ey 13kg
€6 , Q 50 .* ﬂ\ as?esgmentﬁ- to help your
18kg 0 P E N 24kg \R‘ : Eﬂﬁﬂﬁf@ children's

'€'|0 70 m €4 development at home, in

school. and during play.

Paediatric Assessments
« Occupational Therapy

10 p m Contact Us Today foran Appointment:  [E:%/[]
Portlacise Shopping Centre . 0 & infogoriginaltherapiesie (C) 083150 6755 m

Mountmellick Road (Dunnes) wiww.originaltherapies.ie

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

N e | JEL LANDSCAPING

THEES Is GARDEHIHG SERUIGES

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring | EDTREE. :

- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com : e
: ’ i = . 0 i bes3 larga gt pmll ¢ lhm-‘u -ﬂmm-u mﬁmummr-m
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd,, Portlacise, Co. Laois Email: ulldingservicess2TTEamail.com

www.centrepointcarpets.ie Call or text John 089 4115912




Sales Accessories Repairs

anated in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock

techmarket.ie [@ @techmarketirl

ACCESSORIES

TaL Cht Classes

Tai Chiis a program for better living.

+|mprove flexibility and balance
+Reduce stress
+Enhance inner peace and wellness

Class Date & time:
Monday 13" January 2025
8:15 -%:45pm (90 minute class) - 5 weeks

Venue;

Fortlacise Parish Centre - Stradbally Rd, Borris Litthe,
Fortlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 FHET

The cost is €90. Booking is required.

These classes are led by certified instructor,
Loretta Hipwedl.

For information or to book, please text or Whatsapp
087 4879899 or email taichiatonef@gmail.com.

vy taichiandwellnessacademy.com

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyieix Road, Portlaoise

087 2562137

P.O.P.A

are delighted to announce the
long awaited return of the
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The 58th Senior Citizens Annual
Dinner will take place on

e

19th January 2025

- in The Kﬂleshmfﬂlnt&lad i
Inmer 18 at Zpm sharp o an
Aftemmnzlgrf Mumc & Dancing,

P
All Parish ."Psﬁdtan.':; agf:d aa+ are welcome to
jotn us. Tiekets are available from
The Parish Centee, Martleys Shop
and the Conunitiee,

Cost per ticket is €15 per DAP
Care aasistant if required are €20
(Limited to one carer per persom).

+ KEEGAN'S %+
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

i
N

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887
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Virtualy Invisible.
Smell enel praciically mvisisle.
Rechargeable.
Ne needifodsmall

Ai Technology.
Idealifor inlbackgroundinoise s

FREE 15% |

HEARING DISCOUNT ON
TESTS HEARING AIDS

WAX

REMOVAL VIA MICRO
SUCTIONING

Appointments available within 48 hours

057 863 8181

Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois

HEARMED

ACOUSTIC HEALTHCARE
»IJ

(TN ™
e\ Certified
=) 150 140012015

MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN
GET YOURSEEESNIONESED Iiah Enterprise. . ACey - MELANDS 2055 "

* ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE
Awards 2022 AWARD 2022

IN-HOUSE
CONTROLLED

DESIGN/BRANDING DIGITAL PRINTING

Portlaoise: 057 86 34050
Newbridge: 045 433 569
www.mochuaprint.ie

1ol flin Do)

OFFSET PRINTING PLASTIC CARDS PROCUREMENT
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C A R ESTARISERS

057 87 31372
Colt, Portlaoise, Laois. R32 K281

A\ S XRS

Sales & Service

Wide range of cars & commercials

Finance arranged
Tyres & 4 Wheel Alignment

Remapping, extra power & economy

Servicing

Five Generations in Stone Cutting SAND AND GRAYEL
TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH

: KYLE 085
PORTLAOISE :
- r ‘ R]! Tzv’ 702 053? -:I;I! i

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

%

All work undertaken by Portlaocise Stone Centre Is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest st
by certified & qualified craftsmen. g ‘4

Unique Headstones can also be an

and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

to discuss yﬂu%quimmnnts

Unit 38 Clonminam

SOSAD Ireland

Portaoise, Co Laois, Tel: 067 8660258 "~ | We're here to listen, night or day.
R32 DWTH Moblie: 087 2538930 ;

wwW-Il:ﬂIanisestune.ie © 1800 901 909




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger and
small tipping trailer for hire,

Richard 085-2529893

() NOLAN
S5 LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.

Full Bathroom Renovations.

WINDOW AND

DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

Interior & Exterior
Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
Fully Insured

089-4459958
www. kukic-hms.ie

e Tarmacadam
» Kerbing
e Drainage
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37@gmail.com

057-8732998 Contact Alan; 083-3153211
087-3636497 / 083-3742600 085-1141395 www. kukic-hms.ie
PAINTING & PAT LALOR TARMACADAM | Mountain View Eco Wood
DECORATING hurch Aven iy | FIREWOOD SALES

- Met bag softwaod logs €5

- Met bag hardwood logs €7

- Net bag kindle woad €3 ;
- Trailer load logs {hardwood/softwood)
- Trailer load Turf

- 20kg bags Coal now £15

- Free dalivery - Fuel Wouchers Available
- Phone card or cash payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms

CLARE'S @

Stradhall\r Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

COAL FOR SALE
6 x 40KG Bags €150
Buy 6 and get 1 free
10 x 20KG Bags €150
Buy 10 and get 1 free
Contact;

sFlooring, tiling, carpets
sFence maintenance and repair
ePainting inside/outside and

Hardwood and
Softwood Logs

General Maintenance 089-4890869
087-4896429 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie 083_3 297030
|-' ta s e
HANDYMAN FOR SALE KPS CLEANING
sHome improvements - e School Cleaning
and Repairs, Trailer loads of ¢ General House Cleaning

s Deep Cleaning
» End of Tenancy Cleaning

[

MAY COLLINS

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel.,;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

- Gutter Cleaning
- Powerwashing
- Painting inside and outside
- Grass Cutting
- Window Cleaning
Contact Mick;
085-2151277

decorating Delivered Cleaning of offices,
Reptgirs of toilet, faucet and shower Contact: schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
uni ’ :
eFurniture assembly and installation 085-2437088 us for all your cleaning needs.
Contact 089-9567135 087-9737073
PODIATRIST HANDYMAN PROF NAL PAINT

AND DECORATOR
20+ Years Experience
Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly;

086-0717172
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APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

[;'_Z! uick, Ca

Effective
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DRIVING LESSONS (B CAR
Pre-Test lessons to pass your
test first time.

EDT Lessons.
Registered & Experienced RSA
Approved Driving Instructor.,

To book, call:

085-1313180

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Monday 13" January in
honour of Our Lady of Fatima
and for the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be
prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.

Laois Partnership Company is recruiting childcare
workers for our busy preschool service and two
afterschool programmes in Portlaoise.

Closing date is Friday, 24th January
2025. Forward a cover letter along
with an up-to-date CV to

info@lacispartnership.ie

WE ARE HIRING

Childcare Practitioner

Full and parttime options available

EXPERIENCED PRIMARY
HOOL TEACHER
AVAILABLE
for tuition in English/help
with homework. Specialised
in early years literary/
Dyslexia. €25 per hour.

087-2182773

Your Ad Here
Advertise to
thousands of
weekly readers
on paper and
online!

Contact Link
up office:
057-8692154

AWl LAOIS

§ PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY

THE FULL JOB
DESCRIPTION IS
AVAILABLE ON THE
CAREERS SECTION OF

OUR WEBSITE. FOR MORE, VISIT
WWW.LAOISPARTNERSHIP.IE



- Portlacise Parish www.portlaoiseparish.ie.
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New Beginnings
January is an exciting time. It is the beginning
of a brand new year. Some people like to make
New Year's resolutions or promises to
themselves about what they plan to accomplish
in the new year. The number one resolution
that people make is, "I am going to lose
weight." T don't think too many people succeed,
since it seems to be the number one resolution
year after year. I know that it usually makes my top ten list of things I would like to accomplish in the

new year.

Even if you don't make any New Year's resolutions, this is an exciting time. It is a time that we can
forget our past mistakes and look forward to new opportunities that lie ahead of us. It is a time of
new beginnings.

Jesus experienced times of new beginnings in his life too. One of those times was when he was
baptised. There were a couple of very important things that happened when Jesus was baptised. First
of all, the Bible tells us that the heavens opened and the Haoly Spirit came down in the form of a
dove and landed upon him. The second thing was that God spoke and said, "You are my Son. I love

you and I am well-pleased with you."

This event marked the beginning of Jesus' ministry here on earth. Up until that time, he had not
performed any miracles, but with God's stamp of approval and with the spirit of God upon him, Jesus
began to perform great miracles. From this new beginning, many people began to understand that
Jesus was truly the Son of God and they began to follow him.

Our own baptism represents a new beginning for us as well. When we are baptised, it shows the
world that just as Jesus rose from the dead through the glory of God the Father, we also live a new
life in him. (Romans 6:4) God may not always be well-pleased with us, but I think that He looks down
with an approving smile when he sees us trying to walk with Jesus.

New beginnings — God gives us opportunities for new beginnings. Let us make the most of them as
we live a new life in Christ through the power of his Holy Spirit.

OUR PRAYER

Dear Father, thank you for new beginnings. Help us to make the most of them — not through
our own strength — but through the power of the Holy Spirit that dwells within us. Amen.

Children’s Liturgy Group resumes this Sunday at 12.30pm Mass.
Looking forward to seeing our young parishioners!




The Baptism of Jesus

As Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being
torn open and the Spirit descending on him [ike a dove.
And a voice came from heaven:

“You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”

Mark 1:4-11 -
1 r p FORGIVE
4 JORDAN
£ JOHN
DOVE
REPENT
5 CONFESS
WATER
¥ P SIN
VOICE
HONEY
ACROSS DOWN
1. What was heard when Jesus was baptised. 2. To admit that you have done wrong.
5. The river where Jesus was baptised 3. To pardon for sins.
7. The Spirit came down from heaven like a 4. The liquid used to baptise someone.
. 5. Name of the man who baptised
8. To break one of God’'s commandments. Jesus.
9. To turn away from sin. 6. A sticky, sweet fluid made by

bees.

P This is a lovely drawing and letter from Bella who wrote to
{ £ Baby Jesus and is placed in his crib this year. Well done Bella!
Please make yourself known Bella!
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The best resolutions are elastic—they cannot be broken with a
single act. If you swear never to touch red meat, one burger ruins
the resolution. If, on the other hand, you pledge to eat healthier
food, each day you have a chance to fulfil the resolution anew.
Below are five elastic spiritual resolutions that can carry you
throughout the year.

1. Engage with people more than pixels.

Looking at a phone is quick and undemanding. Texting is easier
than talking—it gives you intimacy without danger. This year,
resolve to spend more time looking into someone's eyes when you
communicate with them. Replace an extended exchange on text
with @ meeting for coffee. Make a promise of presence.

2. Take your soul seriously.

It is easy to pretend that what we watch and how we speak have
no effects on us. But the constant pounding of hatreds and
dehumanization that marks 5o much of our media have
consequences for our character. Part of who you are is the sum of
the influences you choose: what you watch, who you associate
with, how you speak about others both publicly and privately.

Life is a continuous journey of soul shaping, and this year, resolve
to keep your deep journey in mind. Turn away from something
seductive but corrosive—Twitter rants full of bile, or people who
continually insult those around them, or depictions of violence that
take savage delight in suffering. You only get one soul; don't
squander it in things unworthy of its majesty.

3. Increase your kindness.

If you wish to feel kind, do something good. The great secret of
moral growth is that it often begins from the outside. Rather than
your joy leading you to smile, your smile can lead you to joy.
Behave generously even when you do not feel like it and the habit
will grow as will your innate quality of kindness. The act can be
small ar large; it can be a charitable contribution or a gentle word
or help with a heavy bag on an airplane. Do it.

4. Choose someone to forgive.

All of us have legitimate grievances in our lives. Some people are
very hard to forgive but you need not begin with the toughest
cases. Small acts of grace will grow. Forgive the guy who cut you off
in the street; after all, you have cut people off as well, on purpose
or inadvertently. Forgive the person who made an unkind remark
about you. Choose a place to begin. The more you forgive, the less
the world can injure you; forgiveness is a soft shield for your soul.

5. In forgiving, include yourself.

Fight against perfectionism. Leave a dropped stitch in the knitting
of your life. There will always be more possibilities to get
something wrong than to get it right. Allow yourself the latitude of
mistakes, without self-punishing. God is supposed to be perfect,
not human beings. Have expectations of yourself, but don’t enforce
them with a hammer,

Time to Think!

Some Spiritual Tips for New Year 2025

As we have began the journey of 2025. | love this celebrated poem
“Change me Lord”

CHANGE ME LORD

Change me Lord and make me whole,

Renew my body, mind and soul.

Create in me, a brand new thing,

Wash me on the inside and make me clean.

Take out the junk that's in my heart,

Please heavenly father, give me a brand new start.
| have always tried doing it my own way,

But dear Jesus | surrender to you my all today.
Change me Lord, my all to you | give,

In your word | truly want to live.

| want your spirit in everything | da,

lo want to be more like you,

| want your spirit to dwell deep inside of me,

| no longer want to be bond, but | want to be totally free.
All things must come to and end,

And | refuse to let the devil win.

| want to eat of your word morning noon and night,
Lord, | want to be pleasing in you sight.

It takes commitment, fasting and prayer,

With a sincere heart, you will be there.

Change me father from the inside out,

Serving you is what it's all about.

Use me Lord, let me be heard,

| want to help spread your holy word.

On bended knees and a humble heart,

Change me Lord, even if you have to take me apart.
Change me Lord, my body, mind and soul,

| am ready to be
made whaole.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow hiim on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 33,000 followers or @AbbeyleixP
or leave a comment on his biog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.ie/articles
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THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

db

(1]

Nora Delaney
[née Maher)
Cullenagh,
Portlaoise

Marian
Bonham
Balladine,
Abbeyleix

Lorraine Lyons
(née Tyrell)
Gort na Mair,

Abbeyleix

7

Maureen
Kennedy
{née Cullinan)
Ealladine,
Abbeyleix

Emily Ellen
Culhane
Boley,
Abbeyleix

Michael (Mick)
Maurm
Chapel Street,
Ballinakill

[0 LR

Margaret Bill 0'Shea
Byrne

Boughlone,

Portlaoise

Formerly
[un Masc,
Portlanise

Portlanise

dk

(11

ol
Josephine
Monahan

Ridge Road,
Portlanise

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
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?  In Loving Memory of
MARGARET HOULIHAN

14 Daklawn, Ballyfin Road, Portlaoise.
7th Anniversary occurs 18t January 2025.

'”-n: D“H Yuu cht ;‘-'\w.-w
Today's the anniversary of the day
that we lost you,

And for a time it felt as though our
lives had ended too.

But loss has taught us many things,
And now we face each day,
With hope and happy memories,
To help us on our way.

And though we're full of sadness, that you're no longer
here, your influence still guides us,
And we still feel you near.

What we shared will never die, it lives within our hearts,
Bringing strength and comfort, while we are apart.

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving
husband James, sons, daughters, sons-in-law,

daughters-in-law, grandchildren and extended family.

CMay Margarat Rest in " Reace

? PADDY “Patrick” McEVOY

O’'Moore Place,

In Loving Memory of

Capoley, Portlaoise. 16™ Anniversary.

16' Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday 11t January at 6:30pm.

Also remembering Paddy's sister Niamh,
whose birthday occurs at this time.

Sadly missed by all his loving famify and friends

Moy "Raddy Rest in Reace

@ In Loving Memory of @

ROSANNA KERRY née Phillips

61 Knockmay Exstate, Portlaoise.
7 Anniversary away from home occurs
12 January 2025
We think of vou in silence.
We often speak vour name,
Bur all we have are memories,
And vour picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit,
And put flowers there with care.
But no one knows the heartache,
Asg we turn and leave vou there

Sadly missed by your sons, daughters, grandchildren,
great grandchildren L extended family xx

CMay Reosanna Rest in " Reace
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In Loving Memory of
AGNES CARROLL
ROONEY

43 Liogard, Portlaoise,

11t Anniversary occurs at this time.

My heart still aches in sadness,
My silent tears still flow,
Far what it meant to lose you,
no one will ever know.
A silent thought, a secret tear,
Keeps your memory ever near,
Death leaves a heartache no one

can heal, love leaves a memory

no one can steal.

Though absent you are very near,
Still loved, still missed and very dear.

Sadly missed and always remembered by all her
foving family.

CMay Agnes Rest in Reace

In Loving Memory of

FRANCES DUNNE
Late of Silverdale, Abbeyleix Rd. Portlaoise.
15t Anniversary occurs 14th January 2025.

Your love, a light that will not fade,
In every heart your warmth is laid,
Though time moves on, we feel you near,
: ' In every memaory, every tear.
5 ol & Farever in our hearts you'll be,
J' : A mother’s love, eternity.
Sadly missed by all of your family.

CMay Sfrances Rest in " Reace

% In Loving Memory of

FRANCES DUNNE

Late of Sitverdale, Abbeyleix Rd. Portfacise who died on

14 January 2010, 15% Anniversary of a dear sister and best friend.

TWe never cease to think of you,
Tie never cease to care,
If only we could still drop in,
And find you sitting there.

Loved and remembered always Clhrissie,
Yoonne, Trevor, Jack ef_Aine xxooc
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CMay ~frances Rest in Redace
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .
In Loving Memory of
ITA KENNEDY

The family of the late lte Kennedy, Dun
Masc, and formerly Kennedy's Chemist,
Main Street Portlaoise, would like to
express our deep felt appreciation for the
many messages of sympathy and support on
{ta’s recent death. Our thanks to the many
relatives, nelghbours and friends who
helped us to celebrate lta’s life at

her funeral.
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Particular thanks to Monsignor Byrne for the lovely service
and to Matthew Keegan for guiding us through the wheole
funerol with such professionalism,

WL

We will be eternally grateful to the many healthcare workers
wha looked after [ta over the last number of years, and most
especially the community teams who facilitated her in staying
in her own home for her remaining days.
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The family has requested a Mass for those who have
supported us at this difficult time on
Monday 13t January 10am,
which will be celebrated at
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church.,
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Ita’s Months Mind Mass will be celebrated on
Sunday 9% February at 11:15am at
Sts, Peter and Paul's Parish Church.

CMay Qbhe Reast in Reace
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In Loving Memory of

BRIDIE DOQODY
Ridge Road, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurs 15t fJanuary 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
this Sunday 12" January at 11:15am.
Will those who think of Bridie today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.
Sadly missed by her
nieces and nephews.
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MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN
SCINL MEMORY
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aonise,Co. Laois
E32 EHI11

L. 057 86 34050
& info@mochuoaprint.ie
i www.mechuaprint.ie
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4D BIRTHDAY

REMEMBRANCE
In Loving Memory of
A Cherished Husband, Father and Grandfather
WILLIAM (Willie) O’ REILLY

28 Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
7" Birthday away from home (13-1-25)

l: .

(1) (1] Ak Ak (13 1] (11 [} (1) (1] (13

A

You are too precious to be forgotten and too
priceless to ever replace,
We wished we could of shared more time with
you and see your smiling face,
We cherish all the memories we made and all
the time we spent together,
And we hold you in our hearts for now until
forever,
We cannot send a birthday card,
Your hand we cannot touch,
But God will take our greetings to the one
we loved so much,
Put your arms around him Lord,
Don't leave him on his own,
For today is Daddy’s birthday his seventh
away from home.
Happy Birthday Daddy
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Sadly missed and forever in our hearts,
Your wife Anne, sons and daughters,
son-in-law, daughters-in-law and
grandchildren xxx
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CHRIS REDDY

Foxburrow, Portlaoise, formerly Terenue, Dublin
1+t Anniversary occurs 11t January 2025
j Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in 5ts. Peter & Paul's

Parish Church, Portlacise this
Saturday 11™ January at 6.30pm.

Chris
I think of vou in silence,
1 often speak your name,
But all I have are memaories,
And a picture in a frame.
Though I smile and seem carefree,
There's no ane who misses you more than me,
Your presence I miss, your memory [ treasure,
I'll love and miss you, forever and ever.
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Forever in my heart
Sadly missed by your loving wife Mary

Dad
Today's the anniversary of the day that we lost you,
The day our world stopped turning,
And our hearts were broke in two.
Remembering you is easy, we do it every day,
Missing you is the heartache that never goes away,
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A thousand words won't bring you back,
We know because we tried,
And neither will a million tears,
We know because we've cried.
In life we loved you dearly,
In death we love you still,
In our hearts you hold a place,
No one else could ever fill.
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Always in our hearts Dad.

Sadly missed and always remembered by
your daughters Maureen and Orla, your sons
Tom, Chris and James and daughters-in-law
Gemma and Leanne.

Grandad
We wish we could’ve had more time,
That God had let you stay,
Forever wouldn't be long enough,

But we'd even take one day.

Though were full of sadness,
that you're no longer here,

Our bond is still so very strong,

And we still feel you near.

We miss you Grandad

‘Love from Meghan, Dylan, Charlie, Darragh
and Logan
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I" ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of

ANN HOLOHAN
Springfield, Ballyfin.
." Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
on January 1 8" at 8pm in Ballyfin.
A wife a mother a grandmather too,
this is the legacy we have from you.
You thought us love and how to fight,
you gave us strength you gave us might
A stronger person would be hard to find and
in your hearl, you were always kind.
You fought for us all in one way or another,
not just as a wife not just as a mother.
For all af us you gave your best,
now the time has come for you to rest
So go in peace, you've earned your sleep,
your love in our hearts we will eternally keep

With all our Love P.J. & Family

Rest in Reace Ann

ON YOUR I ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of

ANN HOLOHAN
Springfield, Ballyfin.
1" Anniversary Mass for Ann
will be celebrated on January
18™ at 8pm in Ballyfin.
She loved the robins that flew with
grace,
And walked the Irey bog lane, her
special place.
You left us just a year ago in peace,
But your memory it still lives on and we still feel
you presence.
No longer here to listen to the birds or the talk
But your presence remains in every walk.
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Rest in Reace Ann

In Loving Memory of
MARTIN BRENNAN

54 Borris Little, Portlacise,
11" Anniversary occurs 14 January 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, this
Saturday, 11 January at 6.30pm.

Along the road of suffering, you found a
little lane, that took yoti tp to Heaven
and ended all your pain,
You may be out of sight, we may be
o worlds apart, but you are always in our
prayers and forever in our hearts.

Sadly missed .Ely vour loving wife Ann, Helen, Mark & Eve
and granddaughter Iris.

Rest in " Beave CMartin
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In Loving Memory of
MARY TYNAN

Rathevan, Portlaoise.
5th Anniversary occurred 9th January 2025

There is no night without a
dawning, no winter without
a spring,
And beyond death’s dark
horizon, our hearts once
more will sing.

For those who leave us for a
3 * while, have only gone away,

Out r::rf a restless careworn world, into a

brighter day.
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Anniversary Mass was celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, last
Sunday 5 January at 12.30pm.

L/

Sadly missed and always remembered by
her husband Luke and family.

Rast in Reave CMary

WL

From your loving Granddaughters and grandsons.
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BIRTHDAY
REMEMBRANCE

In Loving Memory of

KATHLEEN (Kate) CURTIS née Quinn

5t. Martin's Avenue, Naas
1=t birthday away from Home occurs
Saturday 11t January.
Happy heavenly birthday Mum.
' Deeply missed & never forgotten by her
husband John, daughters Chris,
§ Carcline & Geraldine, grandchildren,
% areat-grandchildren & sons-in-law
Michael & Ronan

Rt in Reave Kate

In Loving Memory of
MARTIN BRENNAN

54 Borris Little, Portlaoise.
11™ Anniversary occurs 14™ January 2025,
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Remember Martin with a smile today,
For he would not want our tears,
| Reflect instead on memories of all his

happy vears.

Sadly missed by your loving mother
Nellie, brothers and sisters.

Rest in Reave Chartin
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[ |<&> In Loving Memory of
DAVID RAFTER

‘Ardville’ Glenside, Portlaoise.
6th Anniversary occurs 15t January 2025
TEmmmemsmm,  Qur time together was special,
So were the memories we made,
And although you live in
Heaven now,
Those memories never fade,
I bow my head in silence,
And remember my
brother with love,
And I know that you are up there,
Watching from above,
Everyday is a struggle,
Nothing feels the same,
And my heart breaks a little more,
Every time I hear your name,
You'll always be remembered,
And time may heal my heart,
But a piece of me is missing,
Since the day we had to part,
If Heaven is for Angels,
Then I know that's where you'll be,
And I know you will be waiting,
When Heaven calls for me.
Love always Adrian, Leonie and Anna xxx
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You showed me a lot of things.
! learned a lot | didn't know,
But you forgot to teach me one last thing
How to let you go.
[ know you didn't mean to leave me;
Sometimes we have no choice.

I miss being your little brother,
Hearing my name called by your voice.
I'wish [ got to say "I Love You"
Before you were given to the sky.

If God could grant me one last wish,
I'd ask to say "Goodbye.”

You always meant a lot to me.

I could never love you less,

I know it's true when they say,

"He only takes the best."

Always loved and remembered forever and a
day, Jack, Jennifer, Cian and Hollie xxxx

Rest in Reace David
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DAVID RAFTER

“Ardville” Glenside, Portlaoise. =
6th Anniversary occurs 15t January 2025, .

Anniversary Mass will be

celebrated in .

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish .

Church, on Saturday I
18" January at 6.30pm

Ifwe could have a lifetime wish,
one dream that could come Lrue, I
We would pray to God with all Ld
our hearts just to see and speak .
Lo yvou.
A thousand words won 't bring you back,
We know because we 've [ried,
And neither will o million tears,
We know because we've cried.
You've left behind our broken hearts,
And precious memories too,
But we never wanted memories,
We only wanted you.
Missed beyond words by your daoughter Amy, son
Stefan and partner Jennifer and grandson Daithi x
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David; Sadly missed along life’s way,
Quietly remembered everyday,
No longer in my life to share,
But in my heart you are always there.
Sadly missed by your loving Mam xxx
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My Darling Brother Daithi
Days will pass and turn into years,
But I will always remember vou with silent tears.
Missing you so much today and always
Love John, Martina and Craig xxx
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Time unfolds another year,
Memories keep you very near.
Will those wha think of David today,
A little prayer o Jesus say.
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Loved and missed dearly, fimmy, Claire & family xxx
In Loving Memory of
PADDY RANKIN

Kiloughan, Stradbally, Laois.
St Anniversary occurs Wednesday 15% fanuary 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in Holy Cross Church, Ratheniska, .
Sunday 19 January at 10am. .
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Thinking of you today and always.
Sadly missed by his loving family
and friends. .



@m@ﬂr 8t & S
3 @R dumm Jgeﬁfe,

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.
Alanon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlacise. For further info. contact; 086-8706017.

Dance with Maureen Line Dancing Tuesdays 1lam commencing Tuesday 14" January. Set Dancing
Wednesday's 8pm commencing Wednesday 15" January. Come alone or bring a partner. All welcome.
Seanchistin, Irey, Ballyfin. R32 X506, For further details contact Maureen on 087-6482038 or
email;seanchistin@gmail .com.

Sing for Joy Choir: We recommence rehearsals on Wednesday 15" January at 11am in St. Mary's Hall,
Dublin Road, Portlacise. All persons with additional needs very welcorne with their carers or family
members. Enquiries to Maureen on 0B7-6482038 or email ;seanchistin@gmail.com.

Portlacise Active retirement: Meets every Wednesday afternoon in the Parish Centre at 3pm for an
afternoon of friendship, activities and fun. We welcome everyone back after the Christmas break and

snow break.

Monday January 13th : No Bowls

Wednesday January 15th: fun and activities with either Caroline or Moez.

Watch out for text from Trudy.

Thursday January 16th: Cards in Sue Ryders at 3pm.

We hope to see everyone back and in good form and new members also welcome.

For further information, Contact p.r.o Sheila at 0876204617,

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath; Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm
{Adoration).

Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church every evening at 7pm.
Vocations Society of St. Joseph; Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayver for vocations, 3pm Friday in the Parish
Church.

Portlaoise Group Pilgrimage To Lourdes: accompanied by a Spiritual Director. 9th September 2025,

4 nights, 5 days. €735 per person. €200 Deposit secures your seat, For more details please contact any of
the following: John 087-1254841, Mary 0852825231, Joe Walsh Tours 01-2410800.




Results for
9th Ja nuarv 2025

Portlaoise Parish

No €14,000 Jackpot Winner

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Paddy O'Connor Paddy O'Connar
Joe Doyle a Joe Doyle
Derek MeGinn Derek MoGinn
Louise Peters Match M. Farrell
3s
Receive
€250
each

, @PortlaciseParis

Follow Us
& Like Use partiaciseparishlaois

Play PARISH

LVEOOO

OMLINE

www . portlaociseparish.ie

Next Week's Jackpot is €15,000

=, THE BAPTISM OF THE LORD
Isaiah 40:1-5. 9-11
Responsorial Psalm 103
Titus 2:11-14; 3:4-7
Luke 3:15-16. 21-22

Support for the Parish
We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support but have not reintroduced them since Covid.
Thank you to the many who have found new ways to support the Parish.
The generosity of so many means we continue to be well supported and
our liturgies are not interrupted - Please find your way to contribute,
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes available at
Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account

Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlacise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIEZD
THANK YOU

link

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
TEI: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Deacon Eugene Keyes

S Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm  Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

B_m_i_.sh _;‘:en'tre

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 [/ 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. Julie

[Sacristy phone attended pricr to Mass times 057 8600119)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

LINK UP
Monday to Friday
L'p 9am to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: Tuesday 5pm or
12 noon Wednesday (subject to availabdiity of spaca)
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR L?CAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

AIR TO WATER CLSTOMERS
G'*'q' -fﬂ_ N Fank Remsenl Serice

Locally owned and locally run for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We believe in fast efficient service,
either the same day delivery or a no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking after your area. There has never
been a better time to order your heating oil from Dunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly
on 086 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (8am to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie

Dunkeen Qil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlaoise
Qur depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices




