PORTLAOISE
PARISH Second Sunday

|. of Christmas

5th January 2025

Remembering

Loved Ones at
The Shrine on

New Year’s Eve
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The Parish Centre 057 8621142 @PortlaciseParis
E-mail: info@portlaoiseparish.ie

fb.com /portlaoiselinkup
Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaociseparish.ie www.kandle.ie



Called to
Witness
1 People often declare

that their faith is a
private and a wvery
personal thing. Of
course our faith is
very personal, but
“does that mean it
should be private? In keeping our faith private we are
missing a very important opportunity. How often has our
own faith taken a little leap forward because of
something we have heard or something we have read?
Similarly there maybe something you have heard or
learnt that would help someone else. You might not
consider yourself a theologian, but there might be
something seemingly small that you could contribute
that would make a big difference to someone else,

Without the internet, books, Catholic papers, TV
documentaries, homilies and the testimonies of friends
and family, how would we develop our faith? Without the
work of missionaries, teachers and parents, how would
our faith have been handed from generation to
generation? Without the gospel writers, how would Jesus’
work and God's word be remembered? Without John the
Baptist and the first disciples, how else would Jesus'
identity have been known?

‘I the begmmng

was the \'v'l'H'IID Gl

Bearing witness is essential. Without witnesses we would

a private matter is simply not an option. There are still
those that would benefit from Christ's teaching either
directly or indirectly. If Christianity is something very
important to us, why be reticent about sharing it? If
bearing witness to Christ can change lives, shouldn't we
make our voices ever more persistently heard by friends,
neighbours, family, politicians, community leaders TV
producers and anyone else with the willingness and the
know-how to bring about change?

Mass times for the coming week
[Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Monday (The Epiphany of the Lord)
8.30am, 10am, 12.30pm & 7.30pm
The Heath: 9.30am
Ratheniska: 10am
Tuesday — Friday
7.30am & 10am
Saturday
10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
2.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm.

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROSS, RATHENISKA 10am
CONFESSIONS

Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

know nothing of Jesus. Staying quiet and making religion | _

Feast of the Baptism of Our Lord
; -

Next Sunday
12th January
Blessing of Babies
1.30pm
Parish Church
ALL ARE WELCOME

Jhe Puiests ef the Farish wish to thank
all wheo. contribiuted to their suppont at
Chuistmas and wish all aur
Farishionens a veny Happy and
Feaceful 2025!

New Year’s Prayer
May God make your year a happy one!

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,

But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,

But by taking fear from your heart;

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,

But by showing you when people
and their causes need you most,
and by making you anxious to be there to help.
God's love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year
ahead.



MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

Full Range Of Fresh ~oxx FI S H .cns Available 7 days a week!

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall's SuperValu. Phone 057 86 21044

Consultant

Patricia Kilmartin
T., M.L.S.H.A.A.

Private &

= Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDbS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELISIBLE CLIENTS

Pre-employment tests/Cccupational Screening Tests
= Ear moulds, Custem made Swim Plugs, Musizians Moulds, et
= Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, et (incl, postal service)

Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timaheoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SECTRACT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, 1N LIME 'WITH ADWICE OF THE GOAVERMMENT & HSE GLIDELINES®®

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaocise.
JOHN SUGRUE sseprse avzcr. NICOLA CALDBECK 5 sarscr saacr
CONOR BOLTOMN gz prse aiscre

Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie

To book by phone: 087 666 42808

Clinic classes will resume 6th January
Parish Centre classes will resume 13th January
Parish Centre:

Monday 9:30am - Osteo class with John.
Monday 6-8pmi - Pilates
beginners and intermediate with Laura
Clinic:

Tuesday 11am - Senior class
Wednesday 9:30am - Online Pilates
Wednesday 10:30am - Osteo class
Wednesday 11:30am - Parkinson's specific
exercise class
Thursday 4pm - Osteo class.
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Self-service Laundromat
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¥ - 40 mins per 15 mins

10kg 13kg
€6 €250

18kg OPEN 24k

€10 7am €4
Portlacise Shopping Centre o

Mountmellick Road (Dunnes)

3L cmammemnh‘cmwlmvuhuom
Soclaty Mass for those suffering from addiction and their
tamilies, with the relics of Venerable Matt Yalbot,
oulminatingin » Centenary Mass in Saint Marys Pro.
Cathedral Dublin in June 7th 2025 to celebrate Venerable
Matt Talbot 100 Centenary year. Mass will be celebrated by
Vinw/able MarcTalat - archbishop of Dublin Dermot Fatrell.

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519
HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS?

N o e | J&L LANDSCAPING

TIIEES l GARI‘.’IEHIHG SER\'IGES

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com e S
: ’ . v - 0 i bes3 larga gt pmll ¢ I’mu-ln I-Hm—llﬂ:l mm-mma‘-m
Kylekiproe Ind. Est, Timahoe Rd., Portlacise, Co. Laois Eniail: huildingservicess 2 amail.com

www.centrepointcarpets.ie Call or text John 089 4115912




# DAHA'S 6D
Cross & Cloak
COYICERT

SAND AND GRAVEL X r. R INAID OF THE ALLARELAND SACRED HEART CRUSADE

TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH

A KYLE 085
: PORTLAOISE !
.\ R32 T2V 7020537 ,'

SUNDAY 2ND FEBRUARY 2025
Featuring local artists =+ °
7:30pm (Doors open at 6:30pm)
The Manor Hotel, Abbeyleix, Co.Laois, R32 VE24
Tickets €25 (Book on eventbrite.ie)

Potlonive & Dintvict Plovabina @osociakiarn = For more information contact & £
; g /N Antoinette: DEEUBBSNT i N

Table Quiz

Deadman’s Inn

11" January 2025
@ 8.30pm
Great Prizes: Fun for all the family
Please Support

Love your neighbour
as yourself

SDSAD Ireland
We're here to listen, night or day.

® 1800 901 909

i{ Techmarket

Sales Accessories Repairs

Located in the Kyle Centre, Portlaoise .
Laptops, Macs , iMacs, Tablets and all Computer and Phone Accessories in stock a—"

techmarket.ie [@@techmarketirl SALES m REPAIRS




Ready To Better?

Virtualy Invisible. F
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_[FREE 15% N
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REMOVAL VIA MICRO
SUCTIONING

HEARING DISCOUNT ON
TESTS HEARING AIDS

Appointments available within 48 hours

057 863 8181

Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois

When is +het ol imPor--hm-F dote?
Let’s mark it on the Calendar!

_o MOCHUA PRINT  DESIGN
GET YOURSELF NOTICED

& HEARMED

ACOUSTIC HEALTHCARE

hanr r/:u -,o--.-u-l’ -?
’

Qg Portlaoise: 057 86 34050
il % , 24 Q& Newbridge: 045 433 569
i, RPN www.mochuaprint.ie

000006R

Libusiness, * BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGH

Irish Enterprise. ABENCY - MIDLANDS 2022

& ECO=CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE

Powards 2022 AWARD 2032




Alanon Family Group for family, friends or
anyone affected by someone struggling with
alcoholism.

Alanon meeting every

Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise.

For further info. contact; 086-8706017.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in
the Parish Church.

Rosary in_the Church of the Assumption,
the Heath;

Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday).

Sunday 3pm (Adoration).

Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s
Parish Church every evening at 7pm.
Vocations Society of St. Joseph;

Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayer for vocations,
3pm Friday in the Parish Church.

Portlaoise Group Pilgrimage To Lourdes:
Accompanied by a Spiritual Director.

Oth September 2025,

4 nights, 5 days. €735 per person.

€200 Deposit secures your seat,

Special offer: €100 off if paid in full by
10th January (€635)

For more details please

contact any of the following:

John 087-1254841, Mary 0852829231,

Joe Walsh Tours 01-2410800.




NEW YEAR - FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
problems solved, mini-digger and
small tipping trailer for hire.

Richard 085-2529893

() NOLAN

HOLAN

- LOCKSMITHS
24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135
www.jacknolan.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING

SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.;

Fergus 089-4541868

TV SERVICES

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact;

057-8732998
087-3636497 / 083-3742600

PLUMBER AVAILABLE

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patic Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

www. kukic-hms.ie

PAINTING &
DECORATING

- Interior & Exterior

- Spray Painting

- Powerwashing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958
www.kukic-hms.ie

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM

= Tarmacadam
» Kerbing
» Drainage
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

S&R SERVICES
Painting/Decorating
Kitchen Fitting
Furniture Assembly
Flooring, Carpentry
Tiling, Bathrooms

ELARE'S @

Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

- Met bag softwood logs €5
- Trailer load logs (hardwood/softwoaod)
= Free delivery - Fuel Vouchers Available
COAL FOR SALE
10 x 20KG Bags €150

Mountain View Eco Wood

FIREWOOD SALES

- Met bag hardwood logs €7

- Net bag kindle wood €3 A

= Trailer load Turf

- 20kg bags Coal now €15

- Phone card or cash payments accepted

Contact Fintan 087-7645855
6 x 40KG Bags €150
Buy 6 and get 1 free
Buy 10 and get 1 free

Contact;

In Moneenroe Community Hall
R95SHDM3. Every Saturday night.
Good music and light snacks
(soft drinks) available.

General Maintenance

089-4890869
037'4896429 www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie 083-3297080
SOCIAL DANCING FOR SALE KPS CLEANING

Trailer loads of
Hardwood and
Softwood Logs

s School Cleaning

s General House Cleaning
e Deep Cleaning

# End of Tenancy Cleaning

B

Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
Tel.;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
VHI-Aviva-Laya approved

Free raffle. Delivered Cleaning of offices,
Contact Patsy Contact: schools, shops, salons etc. Contact
= ! us for all your cleaning needs.
e T 085-2437088 087-9737073
PODIATRIST HANDYMAN PROFESSIONAL PAINTER
i e AND DECORATOR
MAY COLLINS - Gutter Cleaning 204 Years Experiencs

- Powerwashing
- Painting inside and outside
- Grass Cutting
- Window Cleaning
Contact Mick;
085-2151277

Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly;

086-0717172




Graigcullen MONSTER Bingo

Will r rn on
T ay 7th Januar
Jackpot on 42 numbers €960
Double number €3470
Lotto €1500

DRIVING LE N B CAR
Pre-Test lessons to pass your
test first time.

EDT Lessons.
Registered & Experienced RSA
Approved Driving Instructor.

To book, call:

0851313180

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlacise

CARER NEEDED

Carer needed one day a
week to mind elderly

gentleman
Contact Helen

00447756019546

The Fatima Candle will be lit at
10am Mass in the Parish Church,
Sunday 12" January in honour

of Our Lady of Fatima and for
the intentions of all
parishioners. Rosary will be

prayed at the Grotto at 8pm.

ROSARY
AT
THE SHRINE
Market
Square,
Portlaoise

This Sunday and on the

First Sunday of every
month

at 2:30pm.
All are welcome.

Msgr. John
celebrant for
our Midnight
Mass with
Deacon
Eugene and
the priests of
the parish.

Parish Choir
filling the
Church

with their
beautiful
singing.

Your Ad Here
Advertise to
thousands of
weekly readers
on paper and
online!
Contact Link
up office:
057-8692154

Sean Thomas placed in our Crib
for the 9pm Mass.

He was so comfortable that he
remained there for the

whole Mass.

Thank you to Sean’s parents,
Sarah and Joe.

Thank vou to David Maher for taking these
wonderful photographs.




Is Christmas
Really Over?

This is the second Sunday after Christmas.
It has been hardly more than a week since
we were celebrating, opening gifts, and
eating a huge Christmas dinner. What is
left of the Christmas celebration? A trash
bag full of used wrapping paper and
empty boxes. The Christmas tree and all
the decorations will have to be been taken

down and stored in the attic for another
year. Christmas is over and our lives have returned to normal. It is back to work for the
adults and back to school for the children. Yes, Christmas is over - at least for another
year.

Wait! Is it really over? Is that all there is to Christmas? Is it just a time for parties,
giving gifts to friends and family, and a brief period of "Peace on earth, good will
toward men?" Surely there is more to it than that.

Our Gospel today reveal the true meaning of Christmas. The Bible says that, "The Word
became flesh and came to live among us." The "Word" that the Bible is talking about is
Jesus. He came, full of unfailing love, and we have seen his glory. We have seen the
glory of God's only begotten Son.

What did you get for Christmas? No doubt you received some toys and clothes, but the
most important gift any of us received was Jesus who came to earth as a gift from God.
To those who receive him and believe in his name, he gave the right to become the
children of God.

Jesus came to the world, but many did not recognize him. For those who do
not know the Saviour, Christmas is over. But for those of us who received

the gift of the Father, Christmas goes on all year long.

h .?:E_ \\; Dear Jesus, we seek you today because we want to worship you, you are our

i :: King. We are thankful for all our priests and teachers who want to help us and we
% i\ are thankful for the Bible which we have been given to lead us to you. Amen.




The Visit of the Magi

ete the paragraph by filling in the blanks with the correct words from
the word bank at the bottom of the story.

After Jesus was born in in Judea, during the time of King BETHLEHEM
Herod, from the east came to Jerusalem and asked, "Where
is the one who has been king of the Jews? We saw his GOLD
in the east and have come to him." MAGI
MYRRH
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they BORN
had seen in the east went ahead of them until it over the
place where the child was. When they saw the star, they were overjoyed. INCENSE
On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother _____ ; MARY
and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their STAR
treasures and presented him with gifts of , and ufr WORSHIP
and of . And having been warmed in a dream
STOPPED

not to go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

If we were planning to go to visit someona in another town or city, we might
‘*' first ask someone who knew how to get there to give us directions. They
might give us some general directions and suggest the best roads to take.
Another thing we should do is look at a map. The map will show us exactly
how to get where we want to go. As we travel, we should keep checking the
map to be sure that we are headed in the right direction. If we follow the
directions that we receive and use the map to guide us, we will surely find the
way.
After Jesus was born, some wise men, also called Magi, saw a star in the sky
which they believed announced the birth of a king. They travelled to Jerusalem
and began to ask, "Where is the newborn king of the Jews? We saw his star as
it rose, and we have come to waorship him."
Herod heard about the Magi and their search for a king and he was deeply disturbed. He called a meeting
of the priests and teachers of religious law and asked, "Where is the Messiah supposed to be born?" The
priests told Herod that the prophet Micah had written that the Messiah was to be born in Bethlehem. So
Herod called for private meeting with the wise men and said to them, "Go to Bethlehem and search
carafully for the child. And when you find him, come back and tell me so that 1 can go and worship him,
too!®
As you know, the wise men did not have a map to guide them to Bethlehem, but they had something even
better -- they had a star to guide them. So the wise men followed information that the priests had given to
Herod and the star that God had given to guide them and it led them right to lesus. When they found him,
they gave him aqifts and bowed down and worshiped him.
Wise men, women, boys, and girls are still searching for Jesus. There is no map to help us find Jesus and
there is no star to follow, but we do have the Bible, We can find the way to Jesus by reading God's Holy
Word! The Bible is the map and star that will lead to Jesus. All of us should read it every day to make sure
we are headed in the right direction!

Dear Jesus,
we seek vou today because we want to worship you and crown you as our King, We are thankful
for all cur priests and teachers who want to help us and we are thankful for the Bible which we
have been given to lead us to you. Amen.




Where does time go by? It's hard to believe that it is now 25 years
since the woarld anxiously embraced the new Millennium now we
know the tech world did not implode but the 1st 25 years of this
Millennium has proven to be a turbulent chapter in the history of
humanity. As Christians this is a year of jubilee a time to give thanks
to seek justice and to share our common values that will enhance
the lives of many. Beginning the new year, we can all make
resolutions perhaps the greatest ones are the simplest let's not
take love for granted, appreciate the gifts of health and well-being
and be kind and compassionate as we reach out to others sincerely
| pray that our pathway throughout 2025 will be one that is level
and smooth.

| pray that 2025, will be a blessed and healthy one for us all. Every
new year brings with its expectation, uncertainty, hope and a
degree of anxiety. 2025, invites us to begin again. The greatest gifts
are really only appreciated when they are made vulnerable,
particularly our health and well-being. This time when we make
resolution and prioritize, a fitting New Year's resolution, is to
safeguard our physical, mental and spiritual health. Making time
for ourselves, being good to ourselves, fuels our ability to
reciprocate and share with generosity our gifts and talents. Already
the green shoots in our gardens and pathways celebrate that sense
of new beginning. Christmas isn't just something that happened,
but its effects linger throughout the year. | was greatly taken by the
huge amount of people who made priority to coming to visit church
this Christmas. | pray that the Lord will truly bless you with all
what's good throughout 2025.

Mew Year is often seen as an opportunity to improve ourselves or
what we have. But while this can be a healthy practice, it is also
beneficial to reflect on the blessings that we already have. On New
Years Eve, people around the world watched their clocks strike
midnight and brought in the new year with fireworks, celebrations,
and time with loved ones. It seems like, at least for a little while, we
were all united in our gratitude for another year of life. Far many,

a new year brings hope because it represents a chance for a new
start.

All of us need a new beginning, a fresh start. The good news is that
lesus is with us along the way and tuming our eyes Lo lesus renews
us every time. As we begin a new year, we often desire change like
weight loss or having a better work/life balance. These things are
good; however, the change Jesus brings, impacts this life and the
life to come.

He can change us on the inside in such a way, that everything
becomes new. He brings a new beginning to how we see God and
ourselves, He brings a new beginning to our purpose. He may not
change our problems, but he can help us overcome our troubles.
He may not change the way you look, but he will make you
confident in the skin you are in. He may not bring back the person
you lost, but he will comfort you so you can comfort others. He is
the Light and he knows how to chase away the darkness, We have
a new beginning in Jesus. We do not have to wait another year to
get our fresh start. Our lesus knows how to make everything

Fr. Paddy invites you to folfow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 33,000 foffowers or @AbbeyleixP

Timg to Think!
Jubilee Year of Hope

new. Deep in the winter soil, already new shots of new life will

soon spring forth and remind us that the light of spring is yet again
in our midst. So many inspirational people and agencies have
responded with compassion and kindness to our most vulnerable at
this time. The fruits of new life ancint even the darkest most
vulnerable wounds with a resilient courage and peace to continue
and trust. As we begin 2025 may we embrace what is given to us
all, the opportunity to Begin Again.

This New Year 2025, let us open our hearts and ears and receive
what God has already given us. Let us experience his grace and love
and deep peace. Happy new year.

Mew Year's Prayer for 2025—The lubilee Prayer
Father in heaven,
may the faith you have given us
in your son, Jesus Christ, our brother,
and the flame of charity enkindled
in our hearts by the Holy Spirit,
reawaken in us the blessed hope
for the coming of your Kingdom.
May your grace transform us
into tireless cultvators of the seeds of the Gospel,

May those seeds transform from within both humanity and the
whole cosmos

in the sure expectation
of a new heaven and a new earth,
when, with the powers of Evil vanquished,
your glory will shine eternally.

May the grace of the Jubilee
reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope,
a yearning for the treasures of heaven.
May that same grace spread
the joy and peace of our Redeemer
throughout the earth.
To you our God, eternally blessed,

be plory and praise for ever.
Amen

e

or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portiaoiseparish.iesarficles
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C A R STASESERS

057 87 31372
Colt, Portlaoise, Laois. R32 K281

'T) Dalton

Wide range of cars & commercials

Finance arranged
Tyres & 4 Wheel Alignment

Remapping, extra power & economy

Servicing daltons.ie

Msgr. John and Deacon Eugene

Keyes celebrating Midnight Mass on
Christmas Eve.

(Photo taken by David Maher)

Portlaoise Group Pilgrimage
1o Lourdes

. g £ L s
Yth-15th September 2025

Accompanied by spiritual director.
4 Nights & 5 Days

Special Offer:
€635 if paid in full by
12th January 2025.
Price increase of €100 after
12th January 2025 to €735.

For further details please contact:
John Egan: 0871254841
Mary Byrne: 0852829231
Derek Marum: 0858390157
Or
Joe Walsh Tours: 01-2410800

€200 deposit secures vour seat.
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY ;

ak
WL}

Ita Kennedy
Dun Masc,
Portlaoise
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Felix Bennett

Glendowns,
Portlaoise
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Larry Dunne
Ballyfin Road,
Portlaoise

Wk L
LL L1
F=—=)

L1

Michael McManus
The Garden Village,
Portlaoise
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Joseph (Joe) Styles
Marian Avenue,
Portlaoise
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Frederick McGlinn
Killiney, Dublin,
& formerly Portlaoise
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FR. EDDIE LALOR :

Kiltegan Fathers, former
C.C Portlaoise and native
of Raheen
1% Anniversary occurs
Thursday 9" January 2025.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh
a anam uasal.
“A Blessed Life Well Lived”

In Loving Memory of ?

JAMES DEMPSEY
& Marian Avenwe, Portlaoise. Died 17 Jamueary 1997,
- y  Anmiversary Mass will be celebrated in
p l Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Saturday 11 January at 6:30pm.

A loving husband and father so true,
No one on this earth we'll find like you,
For us you always did your best,
God grant your soul eternal rest.
Also remembering our mother Sadie at this time.

From all your loving family.
Rest in Reace ~James

In Loving Memory of
JOSEPH & BRIDGET
CLEAR

Whose Anniversaries occur af this time.

L

L)

¥

Will those who think of them
today,
A little prayer to lesus say.

Abways remembered by your
foving family.

A¥

WL/

CMay Soseph and SBridgat Rest in Peave
' ANNIVERSARY
In Loving Memory of

DECLAN BRACKEN
Block Road, Portlaoise and Earlsfield, London.
2nd Anniversary occurs 5™ January 2025

Missed deeply every day.

L)

"

L)

; A With love always, Mam and all the family.

@l Declan’s 2rd Anniversary Mass will be
e celebrated on Sunday 5t January 2025 at
M 11.15am in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish .
! Church. 3
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' ? In Loving Memory of ?

LILY BYRNE

Late of Capoley, Portlavise. (Died 7" January 1981)
ol

Each time we look at your picture
You seem to smile and say;
“Don't be sod, but courage take and
love each ather for my sake”

Sadly missed by your son Martin,
daughter-in-law facgueling,
grandchildren Lorraine, Michelle, Saraoh
and her great-grandchildren Danny,
Joe, Maeve and Rosie.
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) CMay Lily Rat in Beace
In Loving Memory of ?
PATRICK KEVIN SCULLY
5 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise
43" Anniversary occurred 25" December 2024
Anniversary Mass was celebrated in 5ts. Peter &
Paul’s Parish Church, on
Sunday 22" December at
12.30pm.
We hold you close within our
hearts and there you shall
remain,
To walk with us throughout our
lives, until we meet again xxx
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Sadly missed and never forgotten by all your
faving family.
Also remembering his loving wife Johanna at this time.

Rest in Peace Datrick
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In Loving Memory of

STEPHEN CONROY

34 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
11t Anniversary occurs 9t January 2024.
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Memories of you we will keep and
treasure,
In our hearts they will live forever.

Sadly missed today and always by his
foving wife Pauline, sons, daughters,
sons-in-law, daughters-in-law,
grandchildren & great-grandchildren.

CMay Qbigphen Rest in Reace
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ACKNOWLEDGMENT
In Loving Memory of
Michael Phelan
The family of the late Michael Phelan, Derrylahan,
wish to express our heartfelt
gratitude for the messages of
| sympathy and gestures of
M kindness shown to us
: following Michael’s untimely
passing.
To our relations, neighbours
and wide circles of friends,
your presence and
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person and online were a huge source of comfort
to us. Many thanks to each and every person who
sent mass cards, letters, phone calls and
messages of support. We took great comfort in
reading the fond memories you shared of Michael.
We send our sincere thanks to those who called to
our house, brought food, helped with catering and
planning, especially our neighbours who helped to
facilitate the parking of cars and general traffic
management during Michael's funeral.

Michael received the best of care in all
departments of Midlands Regional Hospital,
Portlacise and with his GPs Dr. Doherty,

Dr. Campion, Liz and Bernie.

We are grateful for the kindness of our parish
community. Fr. Paddy was compassionate and
gentle in celebrating Michael’s life, and along with
Mora Tobin made his Requiem Mass so special.
We would like to extend a special word of thanks
to the Abbeyleix Parish Choir for enriching our
celebration with their beautiful hymns. Thank you
to Eamonn Kelly for his professionalism, patience
and attention to detail in the days around
Michael’s funeral.

Thanks to those who prepared the grave,

To those who helped in any way, your
contribution made our loss more bearable.

It is simply impossible to thank everybody
individually, so please accept this message

of our sincere appreciation.

Michael’s 1st Anniversary Mass was
celebrated on Sunday 22™ December 2024 at
11:00am in the Church of the Most Holy

Rosary, Abbeyleix.

Rest in Peave CMichael
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% In Loving Memory of % 2 In Loving Memory of €3
JULIA TIMMONS | ® JANE BYRNE née Dempsey

53 0’ Moore Place, Portlaoise. y mfi Knockmay Rd. ﬂ"rﬂa“is‘*' "
34" Anniversary occurred 1 January 2025 3™ Anniversary occurs 8t january 2025,
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" Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in 5ts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church,
this Sunday 5t January at 12.30pm.

Within our store of memories,
She holds a place apart,
For no one else can ever be,
More cherished in our hearts.
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Silent thoughts of times together,
Hold memories that will last forever.
Sadly missed, loved and — Sadly missed by her husband Joseph,
remembered by her son Michael, ™ sons Joe, John and James and
daughter-in-law Philomena, @ daughters-in-law Aisling and Sinead.
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. Granny

: , Remembering vou is easy, we do it every day;
Reast in Reave ~Julix 1hge SRING L 0y il

Missing you is a sorrow that never goes away.
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; Loved & missed every day,

Death Aﬂﬂ'l\f&fﬁﬂfy ? Robyn, Oran, Caoimhe, Oisin, Aoibheann.
In Loving Memory of Mam Restin Peace Jane

JULIA TIMMONS . -

53 0" Moore Place, Portlaoise. N In Loving Memory of

34th Anmversa.w occurred ‘Isr?Januaqr 2025 JANE BYRNE née Dempsey
WI“ those who think of Mnm l'uE:I:]H, old I{nockmaj? Rd. Portlaoise.
A lietle prayer to, Jesus say. 3rd Anniversary occurs 8% January 2025,
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Love always, Margaret, Brendan and = Your life was a blessing

family. Your memory a treasure...

Rest in Reace M | BT ¥ Yoiibd Lo Bevondivords

And missed beyond measure.
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Sadly missed by her sons Joe, John
and daughters-in-law

Death Anniversary ? = Aisling and Sinead.

In Loving Memory of Mam
JULIA TIMMONS bt 3 “'"T"_J’ .
53 0’ Moore Place, Portlaoise. Remembering yvou is easy, we do it every day;

; Missing you is a sorrow that never goes away.
34" Anniversary occurred 15! January 2025
i i4 Loved & missed every day,

Precious memories are forever, Robyn, Oran, Cacimhe, Oisin, Aoibheann.
With which we'll never part, _
CGrod has you in his keeping, Kestin FﬂﬂCﬂ Jﬂ ne

But we have you in our heart.

Sadly missed by your son Thomas and .’n LOang Memﬂry Of %
daughter-in-law Teresa ' MARY DONOVAN
W@ %ﬁﬁ C,‘:?dﬂ' @5}‘ Mﬂ? = First Anniversary occurred on Monday
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30th of December 2024.
A picture of you I carry inmy heart,
1 close my eves bo see i,
When the world gets dark.
A memary af vou | carry in my soul,
s { wrap it close around me,
fL EALY AL { VEC ) When the nights get cald,
= / Ehui8 e — LA If vou ask how I am, I'd say just fine,
But the truth is, if vou could read my mind,
Not a day goes by, that [ don’t think of you...
My

Loved and missed by her Husband, Kids oL GrandRids,
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

In Loving Memory of a Precious
Son and Brother

#  DEAN BERGIN

6™ Birthday away from home.
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Today is your birthday in Heaven
above, our blessings we send on the
wings of a dove, not just for today,
but everyday here'of, we think of you

always with all our love.
Martina, Lisa, Sandra, nieces E
and nephews Xxxxxx

May Dean Rest Sy Reace
FIRST ANNIVERSARY @

In Loving Memory of

PETER CULBERT

Portarlington, formerly Dr. Murphy's, Portlaoise.

Ak
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Always missed, love forever,
your Mother Mossie, sisters

(11

Peter’s First Anniversary occurs Monday 6th January 2025
7 Your hand we cannot touch,

Still we have so many memories,

Of the ones we loved so much,

W Your memory is our keepsake,

¥ With which we'll never part,

o God has you in his keeping,
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In Loving Memory of
PATRICK (Pat) BOWLER

6 The Cottage, New Road, Portlaoise.
6t Anniversary occurs 9% January 2025.

in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church

Sadly missed along life's way,
Quietly remembered every day,

No longer in our [ives to share,

- - - 1 - - -

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

this Sunday 5t January at 11.15am.

But in our fearts you're always there.

Missed by his wife Maureen, sons, daughters-in-law,

grandchildren and extended family.

Reast in Peace Ratrick

In Loving Memory of
MARIE NOLAN

Dundrum, Dublin formerly
Timahoe Road, Porilavise, Sister to Frank Sheehan

Whose interment occurred last
Monday 30th December.

CMay Qbhe Rest in Reace
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We have you in our hearts.

Peter’s Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish
Church on Sunday 12th January at
12:30pm.

Sadly missed and always remembered by his loving family.

Rest in ' Beace ' Reter

In Loving Memory of
MARY MAHER

42 Borris Rd. Portlaoise.
2" Anniversary occurs 8™ January 2025

Your memory is our keepsake,
With which we'll never part,
God has you in his keeping,
We have you in our hearts.

Forever loved and sadly
missed by Mam, brothers,
sisters and extended family

ik

(11

(1
A i 3 " i 7 e

In Loving Memory of
MARY MAHER

42 Borris Rd. Portlaoise and formerly of Eyne.

It's your Second anniversary in

than you could know.
We are thinking of you always.
Love Julia, Bonnie, Martha
) and Dickie X

On your Second Anniversary,

The year has passed, the season have
changed, loving thoughts and memories of
you remain.

Missing you always, not just today.
With all of our love, Gerry, Geraldine and
Caitriona x
On your second Anniversary Mary,
Loved and missed always, the extended
Allen and Maher Families.

Heaven granny. We miss you more
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

In Loving Memory of
MARGARET (Mag) LAWLESS

Lakeglen, Portlaoise.
Thinking of you on your 70 Birthday which
1 occurred 1# January 2025.

- -
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Rirthday wishes [ send today to a star
in the sky, not far away,
Engraved in gold on a cloud above,
Just for you Mog, with all my love.
Thinking of vou on your birthday,
But that is nothing new,

For no day downs and no day ends,
Without a thought af vou.
From your hushand Sonny.
Put your arms around her Lord,
Don't leave her on her own,

For today it is my Mums birthday,
Another one away from home,
Thinking of vou on your birthday,

We talk of vou still,
We haven't forgotten vou,
And we never will.

From your son Thomas and daughter in law Louise,
Grandchildren Tamara, Thomas(fnr), fJack, Rhea & Billy.
Tears instead of wizhes,

Flowers instead of cards,
¥ou left us precious memaories,

That will stay within our hearts.

Instead af a card,

We send our love, instead of a gift,

A prayer to the one we thought the world of,

And miss bevond compare.

From your son Terry and daughter in law Siobhan
and Grandson Luke,

L mY s e sl i
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And special days like your birthday,
Bring many ford memaories to mind,
And memuories are possessions,
That time can never destray,
Far it is in happy remembrance,
The heart finds its greatest joy.
No birthday cords today,
A heartache, a tear, a memory so dear,
Every day of our fives, we wish you were here,
From yvour son Alan and Son in law David.

Rast in " Reave CMargaret
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MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN

. t

A SPECI €MORY
OF YOUR LOVED ON€E
Clo am Business Park &
Portlaoise,Co. Laois F
R32 EH11

L. 057 86 34050
info@mochuaprint.ie

- - - - -
---—- -'- |

You are the kind of person who leaves lovely memaories behind,
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unigue Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
regquirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstenes and grave
accessories.

Unit 3B Clonminam
Business Park
Portlaoise, Co. Laois.
R32 DWT

Tel: 057 8660258 5.
Moblie; 0BT 2538930
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Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

087-2562137
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50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.
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Results for
2" January 2025

Portlaoise Parish

No €13,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMERS MATCH 35 €1,000 PROMOTER
Conor O'Brien Jnr Lisa O'Brien
Tony & Chris Cahill Tommy Timmons
Mary Dunne Paul Dooley
F. I. A G. Devitt 14 Online Lotto
Marie O'Brien Match Marie O’brien
Irene Brown 3s lohn Loughlin
Anne Gowing Anne Gowing
Keith Lynch Receive Betty Lynch
Al & Deb Byrne €72 Parish Centre
Anna May Dowling Peter Ryan
Liz Barh each Pat Ahemn
Peter McEvoy Chris Lacey
Bridget Kirwan M Farrell
Noelle Fitzpatrick lerry Dooley
@PortlaciseParis
Follow UsY Play PARISH
& Like Us o portlaciseparishlacis Q@N@Q©

www. portiaciseparish.ie

Next Week’s Jackpot is €14,000

SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

Ecclesiasticus 24:1-2, 8-12| Psalm 147
Ephesians 1:3-6. 15-18 | John 1:1-18

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

&
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Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

.-.g:i@_.

Deacon Eugene Keyes
s Tel: 057 8621142

Support for the Parish

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - Spm Tel: 057 8621142
Dutside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches,
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Pa:ish Centre
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 / 057-8660722

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaciseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley

We have traditionally depended on the passing of collection baskets at
Sunday Masses for support but have not reintroduced them since Cowid.
Thank you to the many who have found new ways to support the Parish.
The generosity of so0 many means we continue to be well supported and

our liturgies are not interrupted - Please find your way to contribute,
* Making your offering in the boxes at the entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes available at
Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account

Portlaocise Parish Account:

IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IELZAIBK93327916658201
The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D
THANK YOU

Accounts Michelle Cenroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. Julie

[Sacristy phone attended prior to Mass times 057 8600119}
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

LINK UP
Monday to Friday
9am to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: Tuesday S5pm or
12 noon Wednesday (subjest to avallability of spaca)
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup @portlaociseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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FURNITURE
YT SALE

Largest E ver
Massijye Reductions

| S TEAS. TABLES & CHAIRS,
was £2349 le items include: BEDS, SOFAS, TABLES
>a1 A RDROBES, MIRRORS, PICTURES, RUGS,

NOW 1749 GARDEN FURNITURE AND MUCH MORE
FURNITURE, LIGHTING, ACCESSORIES AND GIFTS

dH+H §

s CqudBQ see Telephone Opening Hours
one 3, Clonminam Business Park, Mon-Sat: 10am-6pm
Portlaoise, Co. Laois, Eircode: R32PP30 057 86 30296 Sun: 2-6pm




