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23rd March 2025
Jubilee 24 Hours for the Lord:

24 Hours for the Lord is a worldwide initiative begun in 2014 by Pope Francis to encourage opportunities
for extended periods of Eucharistic Adoration before the exposed Blessed Sacrament, as well as the
Sacrament of Confession. It coincides with the weekend of the Fourth Sunday of Lent to
encourage repentance in preparation for Easter.

24 HOURS FOR TI—TF LORD

Jubilee 24 Hours for the Lord will take place in the Parlalf
Ghumh, Portlaoise

@PortlaciseParis

The Parish Centre 057 8621142 & Like | 0 fb.com/portlaciseparishlaois
fb.com /portlaoiselinkup

Parish and Diocesan Websites: www.portlaoiseparish.ie www.kandle.ie




| gardener who tends the tree and nurtures it, so Jesus is there for all

3 The Gardener, the Fig Tree
and the Prnmise

ur premature circumstances, we are
By left with a sense of injustice. There
fare some who will question what
kind of God we have who can allow
such unfairness. But the bottam line
is that life simply isnt metered out
to us in equal proportions, Death
simply happens. There is no intent
behind a natural disaster, and
because there is no intent there can certainly be no injustice. In
biblical days people imagined that fatal disasters and terminal
ilinesses were sent as some kind of punishment from God. Had the
victims brought about their own fate by living sinful lives? What will
Jesus’ answer be? Mo, of course untimely death is not sent as a
punishment! But whilst we are pondering the fragility of our lives,
Jesus reminds us that any one of us could die
circumstances, We only have to be in the wrong place at the wrong
time, MNone of can bank on living to a ripe old age, and so0 we must
consider how well we are prepared to live and how well we are
prepared to die.

At first, today's reading feels uncomfortable. The parable of the fig
tree reads like a threat. The tree is not bearing any fruit and so the
master commands that it should be axed. A compassionate gardener
begs that the tree be given a second chance, and so the master
grants another year. It feels like a threat... bear fruit or else! But
Jesus knows that threats don't bring out the best in us, Like the

who need a second chance. For those of us who make a
commitment to live life in a better way, Jesus is there to support
and guide us towards our goals. The parable has moved from
something that sounds like a threat to something that sounds like a
promise....something inspirational!

Lent is @ time to address some begging questions. How many years

have we spent making the same old mistakes? What must we do to ||

make life different? It sounds obwvious, but to achieve different
results, we must do something different. We are invited to ask God
for help in setting new priorities, and we must achieve results that
reflect God's love for us, and our love for God,

The Feast of the

celebrate one of the Church's mosl:l
important feast days, the Solemnity |

| of the Annunciation of the Lord. It is interesting to reflect that
EGud did not need any human being in order to do his work,

| however, he chose to redeem us in a way that included human|

participation through a humble young woman's consent. g

in similar||

Annunciation
On  Tuesday March 25th, nine|.
months before  Christmas, we

Mass times for the coming week
ST. PETER & PAULS CHURCH
Monday—Friday
7.30am, 10am & 7.30pm.
Saturday
10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm

CHURCH OF THE ASSUMPTION, THE HEATH

Sunday: 9.30am
CHURCH OF THE HOLY CROS55, RATHENISKA

Sunday: 10am
COMNFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass,

Remembering all who died
during Lockdown
A Mass will take place on
Friday 28th March
in the Parish Church, at
7.30pm.
If you would like your loved one to be remembered
by mname at this Mass please give the details to the
Parish Centre by calling in or email
michelle@portlaciseparish.ie
A family member will be invited to light a candle in
their memory. If we have a photo of the deceased it
will accompany their name on the screen in the
Parish Church. (A photograph may also be displayed if
you wish to provide one). Please have this into the
|Parish office by Wednesday 26th March. Thank you.

LENTEN STATIONS

For the support of our Priests
Envelopes are available in Church porches for those
who haven't got Development Boxes and wish to
| contribute to the Priests Collection. You can drop
this envelope in one of the collection boxes provided
in our Churches or returning to the Parish Centre
during Lent.

¥ We welcome into our Parish Community
Fienn Michasl Tynan, Mountmellick
0Oisin Eoin Fingleton, The Hermitage
Luke Ray Leavy, Ashewood Walk
Olivia Malyszko, Hawthorn Way
Bobby Joe Delaney, Berryridge Ave,
who were baptised last weekend




MULHALL MEATS

Est. 1931

Mulhall’s Fresh Irish
Eye of Round Roast

pr>=>| FullRange Of Fresh .ox F I S H 2 Available 7 days a week!

\ ::lﬁ:r{

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mulhall’s SuperValu. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST
HEARING AID

Consultant
Patricia Kilmartin
B.A.A.T., M.LS.H.AA.

(84 yerrrs rj-'w?_ nih Prigs
# Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

* Full range of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARIMNG
ALIDS TO VALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIELE CLIENTS

» Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests
« Ear moulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete,
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, etc. (incl. pastal service)

» Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Entrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www kilmartinaudiclogy.ie

TECTRRCT SAFETY MEASURES IN PLACE, IN LIME WITH ADWVICE OF THE GDAVERMIMENT & HSE GLIDELINES™®

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.

JOHN SUGRUE sscascasere NICOLA CALDBECK s siscr sdaace
COMNOR BOLTON ascse s

Online booking: www.laocisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808.
There are still some spots available in our beginners'
Pilates class. Please email or call our dinic to join these

classes.
dSs5es .'l':=':--' AL

ch Centre l'a'.[nndajr Morning: Osteo with John — 9:30

AM Ewening: Physio-led Pilates with Laura

6:00-7:00 PM (Intermediate)
7:00-8:00 PM (Beginners)
: ¢ Tuesday Morning: Senior Exercise Class - 11:00
AM - 12:00 PM
Wednesday Morning: Osteo Class - 10:30 AM
Thursday Afternoon: Osteo Class — 4:00-5:00 PM

o Wadnﬂsday Mnnﬂng Pilates — 9:30-10:30 AM
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We are local and here for you

Private Occupational Therapy

Housing Assessments

* Housing Adaptation Grant
assessments and reports.

« Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,
ramps. extensions, etc.

Paediatric A |
» Occupational Therapy

"‘ assessments to help your
r child grow.
= Supporting children’s

development at home, in
school, and during play.

Contact Us Today for an Appointment: Enﬁvm
'9 infogporiginaltherapies.ie t 083 150 6755 E[

wwnw originaltherapies.ie

XY ETY
NN\ UNEDANEWE "%J?

Tuesdays at 11 AM and
Wednesdaqs at 7.30 PM at
St. Mary's Bingo Hall.
Suitable for beginners.
€10 per class.

For more info, please call or text
087 1448052. J

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD

C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING

TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

* NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
* NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?

Martin Ryan
Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons = Oleo-Mac
= Legacy =+ Weibang Lawnmowers

Adf, to

Pewrlagoiae Falfl Ol
AVOMDALE, %
ABBEYLEIX ROAD,
086 2493723

PORTLAOISE

IIA\:’L "f'DlJ A PRDHLEM W[TI[ YDUR DRAINS?

SAND AND GRAVEL

Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669 |2

TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH

KYLE 085
PORTLAOISE 7020537

.\ R32 T2V9

D.l.L

Bathroom
Renovations ¢

Heating & Plumbing
System Power Flush
Tiling

Boiler Service

Gavin
087 649 5274

-Hedoes Trimmed.
*Rose Bushes Lopped
« New Turf lawns Laid |
= Lawns Rotavated

« Lawns Cot

+Fencing
*Garden Tidy ups Sl

o 5
m“:ﬂ{ﬂl 'F E-E"-

A0 |l 150 |7 @F EMBA - Frap eStrEalEs - 9 15 ynars adparinca - WEFk eamiad o through e faur Sesseas
Email: info@# jlandscapingandireecanse.ie

www. jllandscapingandtreecare.ie
Call or text John 089 4115912

i Illllls:l_liﬂﬂ_lllﬂ'l.l:-ﬂ



. . BBUS Ltd are now affering néiw Dhﬁﬁ ,
“for domestic and commercial customers
interested in s as a renewable energy
sSource,

Most domestic installs take just one day, with immediate
savings from high-gquality panels that work without direct
sunlight.

WHY SWITCH TO SOLAR
# Install Salar and save up to &0% an energy bills.
= Seal installation grants €1800 domestic and up to
160,000 commercial,

Zera val an panals

Excass preduction will ba purchased by the grid
theraugh your suppliar.

s Power yaur EV, heat your water with Solar D:B&r&
= Increase your BER rating adding valiesa towour BERVICES

praperty.

For Planning & Consultation

W LAOIS

PARTNERSHIP
COMPANY

g An Roinn Forbartha
{ ‘? Tuaithe agus Pobail
b Department of Rural and
Community Development

CLOSING DATE THURSDAY
3RD APRIL, 2025

LAOIS SERVICES TO ELDERLY PEOPLE
(LSTEP) SEEKS TO RECRUIT A MANAGER
FULL-TIME: 37.5 HOURS PER WEEK

LSTEP undertakes basic household repairs and maintenance for

older people in Laols, including gardening, instaliation of handrails,
painting and personal alarms under the Senior Alert Scheme.

@ understanding of the issues @ Excellent communication

faced by older people and interpersonal skills
@ Competenceinarangeof @ Staff management
DIY skills is desirable experience
@ Familiarity with the CSP @ Garda Vetting is essential
programme

Forward a cover letter and CV to info@laocispartnership.ie
Full job description on Careers section of our website at
www.laoispartnership.ie

WWw. dunkeenml e
|

mspmm
’ VDUF.L(.}CAL OIL DISTRIBLUTOR

Dunkeen Oil, Mountmellick Rd., Portlacise

Our depot offers kerosene and tractor diesel at discounted prices

DUNKEEN OIL

YOUR LOCAL OIL DISTRIBUTOR

Locally ownad and locally run
for a personalised, reliable and
friendly service at all times. We
believe in fast efficient service,
gither the same day delivery or
a8 no hassle following day
delivery with 5 trucks looking
after your area. There has
never been a better time to
order your heating oil from
Dunkeen Qil!

Contact Marcus directly
on OB6 2904029 (any time)
Contact our office on 057 86 62777 (Bam to 6 pm)
or order online on www.dunkeenoil.ie



Unit 4 Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co. Laois
0% OFF ANY CHEARMED
PREMIUM

RECHARGEABLE

IN THE EAR
HEARING AIDS

Meet Silk Charge&Go IX - so small and subtle,
it blends seamlessly into your life,

empowering you to participate fully without .
drawing attention to your hearing aid. N ———

PRSI GRANT of up to €1000 Available!

057) 863 8181  (ALLUSTODAY!  WWW.HEARMED.IE

El/Business

‘\' MOCH UA PRI"T & DESIGN Irish Enterpr;ge "fﬁ;,'f‘ﬂ"iﬁf‘m DESIGN AGENCY

GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022+ EO-CONKIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED' TO'KNOW"

G MERCHANDISER =N
GRAPHIC & \ BOOK = ML
] 1 DESIGH WAy %. pUBICATIONS | [ EARKETING

% (ORPORATE & :-—-w: WIDE FORMAT | _'u'EHIELE
RETAILPRINT 8 PRINTING *+ JGRAPHIGSS

Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11

&, 057 8634050 mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF&3
. 045 433569 @ﬁ@@@@




CUISLE CENTRE
cancer support group

Block Road, Portlaoise, Co. Laois.

DAinfo@cuislecancersupport.com 0578681492 ¢ D cuislecancersupport.com

CANCER REHL;ATED FATIGUE?

CUISLE CANCER SUPPORT CENTRE
FOR A TALK ON HOW
TO MANAGE CANCER-RELATED FATIGUE.

DR ALGEO IS A CLINICAL SPECIALIST OCCUPATIONAL THERAPIST (CANCER SERVICES)
AT ST, JAMES HOSPITAL. INFORMATION ON THE NIGHT WILL EXPLAIN THE DIFFERENT
PATTERNS OF FATIGUE AND THE PRINCIPLES OF ENERGY MANAGEMENT

Wednesday 26th March at 11am

BOOKING ESSENTIAL AS PLACES ARE LIMITED.

FURTHER INFORMATION AND BOOKING CALL THE CENTRE ON
0578681492

The Cuisle Cancer Support Centre is a charity, and all our services are provided free of charge.




LAOIS OPEN DOOR
z THEATRE

- presents

~ PLAYO N

A Hilarious Comedy
by Rick Abbot

Fri 4th and Saf 5th Apnl 8pm

Tickets available at Box Office
057 866 3355



HUGHES

90 MAIN STREET, PORTLAOISE = (057) 8621332

SAVE €30.00 SPECIAL OFFER

VODUZ HAIR CARE GIFT SET

WORTH
€63.80

_LARINS

Extra Firming
Day Cream
Gift Set

WAS €80

now €50
save €30

SAVE €30.00
Lancome HYRDA ZEN DAY
CREAM GIFT SET
WAS €73
now €43

= i'- save €30

SAVE €46.00

VERA WANG WOMAN EAU
DE PARFUM 100ml

WAS €76 1L

now €30 i

SAVE €46 Ll

SAVE €13.00
DKNY WOMEN 100ml GIFT SET

WAS €48

now €35
savi €13

MARC JACOBS DAISY 50mil
GIFT SET
WAS €96
now €56
SAVE €40

MOt!"IGF’S DEH FREE chocolates & Mothers Day Card
OFFER

when you spend €25 or more on any
Mothers Day Gift

ALI WHILE STOCKS LAST

Scoil Mhuire, Wolfhill, is now accepting enrolments for all .’/
classes for the 2025/26 school year. We are a Catholic,
rural DEIS school, welcoming all faiths and none.

We offer your child: We celebrate:
= Education in a tranquil, scenic setting %+ Seachtain na Gaeilge.
s+ Low pupil/teacher ratio & special i+ Autism Awdreness Day
education and EAL support i+ World Book Day
«» Dally hot lunches i+ Internet Sofety Week
+#* School bus service from Ballylinan %+ Jersey Days.
++ & welcoming, inclusive learning ++ Friendship Week and
environment for oll learners many maore.
=+ Wide range of curticular activities —
sperting, cultural, creative, and
GAA, tag rughy, debating, and STEM I
(Lego Spike & coding)

info@wolfhilins.com| www.wolfhilins.com
Contact us: Mob.: 087- 2076140

We are a feeder school for:
%* Heywood Community
sehool

*» Knockbeg College

*» Ardscoil na Trionoide
Athy

» Athy Community
College,

environmental
+» Inter-school projects & competitions -

@scoilmhuirewolfhill @

@wolfhillNS




r nHimg to Think!

-~ What is peace of mind ?

Wahat ig peace of mind?

This week we celebrate the effects of the spring equinox. For
the next six months there will be more light than darkness.
Light is good for the mind and body. As we prepare for the
Season of Easter, we first have to face the darkness of Good
Friday. Peace is a sacred gift. Peace of mind, is a feeling of
being safe or protected, it is the absence of worry. It's
achieving a calm state of mind regardless of your situation and
circumstances,

The most important step to achieving peace is to acknowledge
the fact that you have control over your mind, including your
thoughts and how you respond to others. If you refuse to take
responsibility for your reactions to others then you will never
live in peace. However, when you accept that you are in
control of how you respond to people and situations you can
begin to make progress in this area instead of living controlled
by things that are happening around you

Here are 7 tips to help you stay focused in order to
experience peace of mind.

Mourish your spirituality.

Every person has spirituality. Whatever moves or expresses
your spirit or inner energy is part of your spirituality. In some
senses your spirituality is expressed in every aspect of your
personal and public life. it is just part of who you are — woven
into and expressed through every thought, feeling, and action.
There are many definitions of spirituality. Any of them can be
helpful in understanding this important yet mysterious part of
life. Ultimately, none of them captures the whole reality, but
what becomes clear is that spirituality has these core
elements:

A nourished spirituality allows you to push out the worrying
and nagging thoughts that creep into your mind. It helps you
to take control of anxiety and stress. This allows you to
experience peace even if things in life aren't perfect. And the
physical benefits are numerous,

Limit your use of social media.

There are things that are good about social media, but there
are also lots of studies that show the ways that it can be
harmful to the mental health of its users. The use of social
media tends to cause us to compare the good, the bad, and
the ugly of our lives with the highlight reel that friends and
family are sharing, The messy parts of your life are never going
to compare with the highlights that other people are sharing.
Therefore, if you are struggling with peace and constantly find
yourself comparing vourself to others on social media it can be
best to stay off the platforms.

Social media is also a distraction. It feeds our FOMO (fear of
missing out) craving. With access to social media on our
phones, it's easy to be tempted into stopping what you are
trying to work on or think about in order to “check” what's
going on with friends and family.

Let go of the past.

Getting hung up on the things that have happened in the past
rmake it difficult to stay focused on the present and the future.
Focusing our attention on things that we cannot change makes
it difficult to maintain peace of mind. If there is something
from the past that you can correct, then do it. Otherwise, it's
time to forgive others, forgive yourself, and move on.

Don't be easily offended.

It is much easier to maintain peace of mind when you let
things roll off your back. If you take offense at every little thing
that other people do and say, you will remain in 2 constant
state of frustration. Your thoughts will feel out of control and
you will guickly lose your peace. However, if you focus on
believing the best in others you are shifting your thoughts
which will make finding peace much easier.

Choose your battles carefully.
If you make it your personal mission to correct everyone who
is doing something you don't agree with you are going to live
in a constant state of strife. And it will be near impossible to
keep your mind focused on what you want to focus on. lust
like parents are taught to choose their battles with their
children, you want to do the same thing with the people and
situations you face daily. For example, you might not agree
with a conversation that is happening between your coworker
and your boss, but if you are not part of the conversation it's
best to stay out of it. If you choose to invalve yourself you
could be putting yourself in a position of choosing sides,
putting your job at risk, and adding stress that you don't want
in your life.
Make time to journal.
Journaling is a great way to release those thoughts that are
bogging down your mind. You can write out your stresses and
worries and then once they are out of your head, release them
altogether. Some people Iite to rip up or burn the paper as a
symbolic way of showing that they are letting go of those
thoughts.
lournaling also helps you to process through situations and see
things in a different light. Take the time to write about your
day, learn from it, and move on from it.
Incorporate times of silence and solitude into your schedule.
Constantly being in the hustle and bustle of life is a sure-fire
way to lose peace of mind and focus. This doesn’t mean that
you should avoid people at all costs, however, taking time to
get away from everyone else and be in total silence can help
you to reconnect with yourself. If you find that you have lost
all peace, you might need to take a solitude retreat. You could
get away for a weekend alone or simply an afternoon. Find a
uiet place to retreat to. Allow yourself to think about the
thoughts that have been rolling around in your head. Then,
decide how to deal with those thoughts. Allow yourself to
recharge during this time.

Sometimes it can be difficult to realize what we are thinkin
and how those thoughts are impacting us. If you are struggling
to obtain peace of mind you could benefit from a conversation
with a local therapist. They know the right questions to ask to
help you get to the root of your struggle. Then, they can
provide you with actionable steps to help you find and live in
peace.

Serenity Prayer

God grant me the serenity
To accept the things | cannot change;
Courage to change the things | can;
And wisdom to know the difference.
Living one day at a time;

Enjoying one moment at a time;
Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;
Taking, as He did, this sinful world
As it is, not as | would have it;
Trusting that He will make things right
If | surrender to His Will;

So that | may be reasonably happy in this life
And supremely happy with Him
Forever and ever in the next.

- Amen.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 33,800 followers or
@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; www.portlaciseparish.ie/articles




Living a Fruitful Life

What is your favourite fruit? Apples, oranges, peaches, bananas?. Mine is Apples.
Yum! Yum! Do you know what I think would be great? I think it would be great to
have a lot a fruit trees in your yard so that any time you wanted a snack, you could
just go out and pick a piece of fruit off of the tree. But what if you had an fruit tree
in your yvard that never had any fruit on it? It wouldn't be good for anything except
shade, would it?

In the Gospel today, Jesus told a story about a man who planted a fig tree in his
garden. After some time had passed, he went to look for some fruit on the tree, but
there was none. Year after yvear he watched the tree, but the tree never produced
any fruit. Finally, the man went to the gardener who took care of the tree and said
to him, "For three years I have been coming to look for fruit on this fig tree and haven't found any. Cut it
down! It is just taking up space in the garden."

The gardener answered, "Please, sir, give it one more chance. Leave it for another year. I will give it
special attention. I will dig around the tree and give it plenty of fertilizer. If the tree produces fruit next
year, great, if not, then you can cut it down."

In telling this story, Jesus was really talking about us and about God. God has "planted" us here on this
earth and he expects us to produce good fruit in our life. What kind of fruit does he expect? When He looks
at the way we live our life, he wants to see things like love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, and gentleness.
There are times when he is disappointed in what he sees, but he is willing to give us another chance.

What can we do to help us produce the kind of fruit that God expects? We can worship regularly, read his
Word, and pray. Those things will help us to live a fruitful life.

Prayer ﬁ

Heavenly Father, we know that you expect good things from your children. Help 4 =~
us live a life that will be pleasing to you. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen. 'E- !"”
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thanks to God because things | pray to God to strengthen us,

are going well in our lives I Sometimes we pray to God

‘hallowed be thy name’ asking his help when times are |

difficult or we are powerless

to help someone we love,




GARDENER/PAINTER
AVAILABLE

Local and experienced.
Portlaoise and
surrounding areas

covered. Contact Jim
087-6885017

IR

B, S

M NOLAN

LOCKSMITHS

24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial

086-2624270
085-2833064

Shop: 05786-20135

www.jacknolan.ie

ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Oil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaoise
and surrounding areas. Tel.

Fergus 089-4541868

GRASS CUTTING

SERVICES

Private houses,
Industrial Estates,
Private Estates.
Contact Lee :

S i

-

0

GARDEN
SERVICES

Hedges Trimmed

fallen storm trees cut up, taken
away, Green waste removal
Garden clean ups

Locally Based.

Contact Richard:

WINDOW AND
DOOR REPAIRS

- Hinges/Handles

- Letterboxes

- Slide Patio Door Rollers

- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211

087-1949233 087-9828558 www.kuldc-hms.ie
> Mountain View Eco Wood
PAINTING & @ . GARDEN Hountain view Eco Woo
DECORATING p! _S ERVICES = Net bag softwood logs €5

- Interior & Exterior

- Power washing

- 15 years experience
- Fully Insured

089-4459958

www. kukic-hms.ie

Hedges Trimmed

fallen storm trees cut up, taken
away,

Garden clean ups

Green waste removal

Locally Based.

Contact Richard,;

87-9828558

= Trailer load logs

= Met bag kindle wood €3

= 20kg bags Coal now €15

= Met bag hardwood logs €7

» 12 bags of 20kg smokeless oval
coal+1 free kindling for €150.

Free delivery. Card or cash

accepted.

Contact Fintan 087-7645855

KPS CLEANING

s School Cleaning

» General House Cleaning

» Deep Cleaning

e End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,

-

MATHS GRINDS
AVAILABLE

« Junior Cycle - €30
« Leaving Cert - €35

TV SERVICES

REepairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact:

hools, shops, sal i -
Scu§°f§r§n“f§ufi@gﬁiﬁ?neié‘f“ Contact Caoimhe at gg;_ggg%ggg
087-9737073 089-4822249 e oo e0e

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE S&R SERVICES LAWN CUTTING

Patio areas, driveways, stump
removal, lawns, kerbing,
hedging, fencing and

,\:\ q drainage.

Calf now for a
—

campetitive guotef
085-7759975
dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

Painting/Decorating Kitchen
Fitting , Furniture Assembly,
Flooring, Carpentry, Tiling,

Bat

hrooms and General
Maintenance

087-4896429

AVAILABLE

Estate green
maintenance, Private
lawn maintenance, once
off heavy cuts. Good

s Rates
Feel free to contact Shaun!

085-1754009

MAKER
Specialising in Kitchen
Respraying, Refurbishment
Wood panelling, Doors, Skirting
boards, Architrave, Flooring

No job too small. Call Paul:
085-7762298

PROFE

IONAL PAINTER

AND DECORATOR

20+ Years Experience

Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Handpainted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly:
086-0717172

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
Church Avenue, Stradbally

& Tarmacadam

e Kerbing

s Drainage

Free Quotations

VAT Registered

Tel. 083-0211577

E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com




CAR FOR SALE

FITZPATRICK

RAMPS & RAILS

FOR THE HOME

We install concrete ramps to allow

172 Ford Focus
Diesel, English

freedom of movement and steel handrails SIJEC Vol ilabl
to provide safe access for everyone Contact : RIAES gﬂ?_::;g;‘ able

TARMACADAM
Kerbing, Concreting
& Tarmacadam
13-Tonne Excavator &

NEW YEAR - FRESH START | PLUMBER AVAILABLE
TIME TO DECLUTTER?

All domestic, solid fuel and

€2 Holy Family Schools €3 1

All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
: lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer
Contact David; problems solved, mini-digger and
small tipper truck for hire.

(0 Py oy Ly 4 [V 1B Richard 085-2529893

oil servicing.

Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan;
085-1141395

IR -
@ Get Noticed!
—; Place Your

L SRR Ad in the
o CBZIF FEE : ' portlaoise Stradbally Rd. Portlaoise
e Qg MORNING ey Parish 5 Quality §$W=§f i
irist i requir r Studen
Iish Date: Friday 28th March = Link-Up. o= cgrg?n Equ 5§ou1$t5 = |E Tel
i Time: 10am - 12 noon Adijertisé ] ise Par 9 g: BRLYTEL:
- | Advertise in the Portlacise Parish 089-4890869
Venue: Nano Nagle Hall, =~ Link-Up to reach a local audience _ _
Holy Family School Campus each week, Whether for your www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie
business, event, or service, we offer 1 A i
ToafCaltes st light retrstirsnts. R32 N8C2 iy y affordable rates and great Linkup Weekly Deadhn.e.' :I‘uesday .5me
Comdsenchted 7 T ’_ axposure. Book your spot today! | ©T Wednesday 12 noon if space available

Come Celebrate
Divine Mercy Sunday

TWhere, if not in the
Drvine Mercy, can the
world find refuge and
the light of hope?’

Jofin Paul I1

Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church, Portlaoise.
Sunday 27" April 2025
Ceremonies commence with Confessions from 2pm,
Mass starting at 2.45pm
Blessing with Blessed Sacrament.
Veneration of the Divine Mercy Image
Blessing with 5t. Faustina’s Relic
ALl are welcome

Welcome to the Feast ﬂ‘f Mﬂrﬁ';." I?m'mj cﬂlﬂfﬂ'rﬁrﬁﬂﬂ{ at:

CLARE’S

DOG SERVICE

THE RELICS OF ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX
& HER PARENTS ST LOUIS & ST ZELIE MARTIN

Church of St Peter and Paul

Monasterevin
kildare, Co kildare

SATURDAY 2ZND MARCH 2025
@ 6.30PM MASS
&
SUNDAY 23RD MARCH 2025
@ FAM & 11.30 AM MASS

VEMERATIOM AFTER ALL MASSES

2025 - ST. THERESE OF LISIEUX CAMOMISATIOM
CENTEMARY CELEBRATIOMNS (085 BBBTS4Y)
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Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla; 087-2068972 | © Seandoylelightengineering
Clothes line poles, Rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.
Alanon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlanise. For further info contact 086-8706017.
Daffodil Day Coffee Morning In aid of the Irish Cancer Society, on Friday, 28th March at The Heath
Golf Club. Join us for coffee/tea and light refreshments from 10:30am to 1:00pm. All are welcome!
Portlaoise Active Retirement meets every Wednesday at 3pm in the Parish Centre for an afternoon of
fun and activities. New members welcome!

Monday 24™ March, join us for bowling in St. Mary’s Hall from 2-4pm.

Wednesday 26™ March, it's Sports Day at 3pm in the Parish Centre.

Thursday 27™ March, join us for cards and chat in Sue Ryder Centre, Kilminchy at 3pm. For more
details, contact Maria at 087 9187157,

th

Whist Drive Results — Tuesday, March 18", Parish Centre:

Top Score - Peter Stevenson; 1% Lady - Mary Gowing, 2™ Lady - Sadie Chester; 1* Gent - Christy
Fitzpatrick, 2"! Gent - Tom Kearns; 1* Half - Ann Marie Farrell, 2™ Half - Tom Kearns; ey
13 Tricks - Mary Delaney & Paric Dowling. e E
Raffle winners: 1 Terry Dunne, 2™ Peter Stevenson, 3™ Rita Arrigan, 4™ Paric Dowling, ‘
5™ Christy Fitzpatrick, 6th Catherine Galvin. Thank you for your support. Whist continues

every Tuesday at 7:30pm in the Parish Centre. New members always welcome

Graiguecullen Bingo: Tuesday 25" March. St. Fiaccs Hall at 8.30pm. Jackpot on 50 numbers €2,260,
Double number €810, Lotto €600.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

gm_g_ﬂgmj_lmgig; 3pm every Sur‘u::lau.»r in the Parish Church.

R in the Church of the A ion, the Heath: Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm
{Adﬂratiun}.

Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church every evening at 7pm.

Vocations Society of St. Joseph: Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayer for vocations, 3pm Friday in the Parish
Church.

Legion of Mary - Meetings: Every Wednesday at 6.20pm in the Parish prayer hall. All are welcome!
Relics of St, Thérése of Lisieux & Her Parents, St. Louis & St, Zélie Martin: The relics will visit St.
Peter & Paul’s Church, Monasterevin, Co. Kildare. Saturday, 22nd March 2025: 6.30pm Mass with
veneration afterwards. Sunday, 23rd March 2025: 5.00am Mass and 11.30am Mass celebrated by
Bishop Denis Nulty, with veneration afterwards.

Radio Maria Ireland Thanks to our listeners and supporters, RADIO MARIA IRELAND mﬁ-\mﬂfﬁm
SELAND

continues to grow. As an Irish-run Catholic Talk-Radio Station, we offer commercial-free

content including Prayer, Catechesis, Music, Talks, and Interviews. Listen to us on

1.Saorview Channel 210 2Z.Free "RADIO MARIA IRELAND” App 3.www.radiomaria.ie <. ‘Listen Live' on
Facebook.

Stations of the Cross: Friday evenings during lent at 7.30pm. St. Brigid's Church Shanahoe, Abbeyleix
R32 AH90.

MM East Midland Parkinsons: East Midlands Parkinsons
SPIORAID NAOIMH PRAYING €O UNITY Support Group will hold a General Meeting for all

siffgwtﬂ in ?; Hﬁfrpsﬂif'if é‘:ﬂm‘:fg E:lf”f“f people with Parkinsons and Carers on Saturday March
» CRAELANG Badl s rdlls urch, Fortiacise 29" at 2pm in The Community Centre, Monasterevin
Saturday, 29th March 2025 | 10.00am - 1.30pm W34 FH24. The meeting is open to all persons with

Holy Mass at 10.00am (Confessions available). . . - . -
Retreat continues in Ratheniska Room, Parish Centre at Parkinsons in counties Lacis and Kildare. Kathy Foley,

10.45am with Exposition, Rosary, Holy Spirit Novena, Praise & Parkinsons Nurse Specialist wﬂ[gwe A pr:asentatlon i
Worship, Teaching, and Prayer Ministry. the day on all aspects of Parkinsons Disease. For

e further information please contact John 087 2712448
5 E}'?J'J?Etrr;:‘;g:ag& P&i@ﬁﬁiﬁ:gjﬁﬁp p Walk in the Park for Parkinsons will take place on
H mwspi.ura.idnanimh Sielns : Saturday, 5™ April at 11am in Colt G.AA grounds,
; : Raheen, Abbeyleix R32 VO85. Visit www.parkinsons.ie

Al Welbcome! to register in advance. Refreshments will be served
COFFEE MORNING & CAKE SALE afterwards in Doogues Bar, Raheen. All support greatly
appreciated.
FRIDAY, 11TH APRIL i
In aid of the Fatima Fund Committee. The ADORATION - 55 Peter & Paul Church, Portlaoise
committee would be very grateful to anyane who would | Adoration takes place Monday to Friday after

like to bake for the sale: 10am Mass until 7pm, Saturday 2-6pm, and

Our raffle will also take place during the event. Anyone 5l.ll'll:‘|a1p"I2'?pm. : i
with outstanding tickets, please return them to Maura or We invite anyone who can commit to spending

: : time in adoration each week to contact Helena
Y oMty ';,'ET::‘E’E :{rf""“ themin the (087 9611331) or Ray (089 2502878}, to help

2 : ensure someane is present with Jesus in the
For more |E1format1nn, st ie Blessed Sacrament at all times. :
Maura: 087 1210263. " Could you not watch with me one hour?" - Mt 26:40
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR In Loving Memory of
ANNIE (Na) CARROLL
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY 25 Dr. Murphy’s Place, Portlaoise.

Anniversary Remembrance

b
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Anniversary occurs 28" March 2025
FRANCES . Just close your eyes and you will

see,
DUFF ; All the memories that you hauve
of me

(née Brﬂphy) | Just sit and relax and you will find,

Ballyknockan, I'm really still there inside your
1 mind.

Don't cry for me now I'm gone,
Fortam in the land of song,
There is no pain, there is no fear,
So dry away that silent tear.
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Don't think of me in the dark and
cold,
For here | am, no longer old,
I'm in that place that's filled with

(1)
i
Ty

ove,
PETER Known to you all as “up abouve”.

ﬁ:‘ U R RAY From her loving family Mickey, Tommy, Ann, P.J.,
Kilminchy Eileen, John, grandchildren and

great-grandchildren.

Chay Anniec Rest in ' Reace

v? In Loving Memory of ?

Fven fﬁmyﬁ 9 wa&fﬁmzfgﬁ the darkest MAURA PHELAN
Killeaney, Kilbricken, Mcmufmﬂ:

ﬂﬂﬁ%y’ f;",{mr nn gw‘é /{Wﬁﬂ“ anre w_]'fé me; 2!1' AHHWEFSH!‘_}? OCCUHTS 23r Mﬂrfk 2025

Anniversary Mass will be
Your rod and your J‘faﬁ[ - fé@ camﬁm‘ me. s, celebrated in St. Brigid’s
A0 4w | Church, Shanahoe, this Sunday
March 23, at 12 noon.
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MAY THEY REST IN PEACE | " i L

Maybe for a moment,

Our .s:ympatﬁy to tﬁgfr fﬂmfﬁ&ﬂ . A | The pain would go away.

(1}
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(1)
"

We would put our arms around

: you and whisper words so true,
A message of sympathy may be left for the family by legging on to the That living life without you,

death nofice at www portlaciseparish.ie/deathnofices I Is the hardest thing to do.

A8 Mo matter how we spend our
= days, no matter what we do,
H'ﬂ("]"ﬂ PRINT & DESIGN No morming dawns, or evening falls,
MEMORIALCARD SPECIALIST = | That we don’t think of you.
e Deep in our hearts you will always

A SPGCI MGMORY stay loved and remembered every day by your loving

OF YOUR OVeED ONE Eu.sﬁamf James, daughter Lisa, son James,
— . - - son-in-law Tony, daughter-in-law Helen, adoring

TN roc s YO grandchildren Nicole, Cayden, Connie and James,
~ l'nrtlamr.e Co. Ladls y 3 extended family and many friends.

- / Rest in " Reave CMaura
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L. 057 86 34050
& info@mochuaprint.ie
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In Loving Memory of In Loving Memory of &3
THOMAS BROPHY LILLIAN O’NEILL . b
Late of Market Sq. Portlaoise. CORCORAN .
58 Anniversary occurs 25" March. Died 25/3/1967. Late of Clontyglass, Portlaoise. [

Will those who think of him today,
A little prayer to Jesus say.

Also remember his daughter
Phyllis during this time

L1

2" Anniversary occurs 30™
March 2025
We cannot have the old days back
when we were all together,
But silent tears and loving thoughts
will be with us forever.

Always remembered by his son
John and family and extended

1

families. Sadly missed by your husband .

Way I}t&y both Rest in mﬁ and Kate, pareﬁr(;h?ﬁy{f’gﬁﬁlﬂsiﬂlﬁr‘;‘gﬁﬁﬁ:ﬁ;ﬂgjﬁw ’

? In Loving Memory of ? Rest in " Reace Lillian
PATRICIANORTON " [& In Loving Memory of % [

17th Anmversug; ;;curs 19t March PH I L I P LEWI S‘ ¥

WLJ

Gone are the days we used to share,
But in our hearts you're always there,
Loved with a love bevond all telling,
Missed with a grief beyond all tears.
Patricia’s Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish
Church, Saturday 22 March at 6.30pm.

Sadly missed by all her loving family and friends.

Patricia Rest in Peace

The Heath, Portlaoise.

1st Anniversary occurs on 25th
March 2025
The Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated at the Church of the
Assumpition, The Heath, on Sunday.
23rd March 2025, at 9:30 AM.

"

"

L/

Sadly missed by his wife Peggie,
daughters Anne & Irene, sons Philip,

\J

L

Inl § M Michael, Sean, Padraig, and Bernard, sons-in-law
h Loving Memory ﬂf % and the late son-in-law Anthony, grandchildren, !
Jo HN DEVOY and great-grandchildren. 3

LLJ

Borris Great, Portlaoise. Rast in Prave Hﬂ'ﬁp

4" Anniversary occurs 28" March 2025.
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated

"

In Loving Memory of

in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church, : Our Dear Mother s
| this Saturday 29% March at 6:30pm. HANNAH TUOHY
Greatly missed and 10 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise. F
fondly remembered by 10th Anniversary occurs 23rd March 2025 !
family and friends. Also a Prayer and thought for our Brother PA I

\L/

g 7t Birthday away from us occurred 17t March.
Rast in ' Peace Dad y away f

. Think of them
B R ¢ as living in the
; (¥ A - hearts of those
23 Beladd, Portlaoise. they touched.
9t Anniversary occurs 24t March 2025,

For nothing
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter and loved is ever =
Paul’s Parish Church this Sunday 23rd March at 10am. lost and they
Your life was one of kindly deeds, are loved so =
A helping hand for other’s needs, Much

T

Sincere and true in heart and mind,

Beautiful memories you left behind. Sﬂ'[ﬂy missed but remembered each

Sadly missed by his loving wife day with so much love from all the
Lily and family. Tuohy family and xxx

Rest in Peave Com Way % Rest in Peace

WL
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i
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BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE

Precious Memories of a Dear
Son and Brother

MARTIN WALSH Jnr.

118 St. Brigid'’s Place, Portlaoise.
51+ Birthday Remembrance occurs 26! March

L1

(L)

Our lives go on without you Martin
but nothing is the same,
The special years will not return when
we were all together.

Thinking of you today and always,

your ever loving Mother Margaret,

brother foseph, sisters Mary, Tina,
Attracta, Patricio and Colette,
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law,

A

Also thinking of his Father Martin and Brother
Anthony at this time.

nephews, nieces and extended family.

L1

A pure heart create
for me, O God

L1

KEEGAN’S

£l

\

Contact Matthew
087-2549195
David 087-2369887

ARAAn AR
LAOIS ALZHEIMER
=% CAFE

Dunamaise Arts Centre, Portlaoise
Thursday 27th March 1lam-1pm.

The Laois Alzheimer Café will provide a warm,
welcoming space for people with dementia, their family
and friends, social and health care professionals, to
meet, exchange ideas and learnings. All are welcome.
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S S THE ALZHEIMER

B S 2 F SOCIETY o IRELAND
g

For further information please contact
Grainne Roche Duff 087-6075037

grainne.rocheduff@alzheimer.ie

www.portlaoisestone.ie

T
FUNERAL DIRECTORS LN @ WL

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

g’-f\ﬁaw zﬁaz‘ (f7 am u.:i{ﬁ;you aﬁ%‘f

A,

JRostlacise)
1S10ng) Centiig

Five Generations in Stone Cutting

WL

WL

Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

r

WL

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

r

Visit our Showroom

L1}

to discuss your requirements
and view our range of
headstones and grave
accessories.

Uit 38 Clonminam
Business Park
Portlanize, Co. Lagis,
R32 DWW

"

Tel: 057 8660258 "7
Moblie: 067 2536930

r r " L

L

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

087-2562137
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FIETYSEVEN

Boutique & Gift Emporium
CQ////y &, Dwnow

Fifty Seven Values

Irish Mammies!

This Mothers Day, buy your Mum a
Fifty Seven voucher and we will
add 20% to the value of the
voucher absolutely free...because
we love and value Irish Mammies.

& ~ : /ﬂ) / S, 110 /700, <
Caamjie buy a € _)( we qwe You @
(/}( voucher

Offer valid from Monday 24th March to
Saturday 29th March

NAOMH BRID
MUSIC CLASS

every Monday, 6pm -7pm

@ St. Brigid’s Place Community Centre,
111 St Brigid's Place, Portlaoise, R32 XK33

@ For more info or to register call
Auril 0874044950 or Ann 0830190923

UNisEM

Unislim Portlaoise will be
open from 7:00 am to
12:30 pmon
at the Portlaoise

Parish

Pat Ryan (Chairman and Trustee of
Portlaoise Boxing Club), Edward

ampion, Portlaoise Boxing Club),
and Monsignor John Byrne
(Trustee, Portlaoise Boxing Club).
Edward Harty will compete in the
All-Ireland Final this coming
Saturday. Edward has ambitions to
represent Portlaoise Boxing Club
and Ireland in the next Olympics.
Best wishes to Edward in his
All-Ireland Finall.

B Harty (European Welterweight
| Ch
Sl




Portlaoise Parish Results for
20" March 2025

QISP o) (10,2 o)

No €14,000 Jackpot Winner

WINMERS MATCH 3s €1,000 PROMOTER
Mora Parish Centra
Sean Breslin Online Lotto
Emily Nugent Margaret O Connell
Angela Leonard Eileen Leonard
Ann Young Carol O'Shea
Anne Brennan 17 Anne Brennan
Rolsin Fitzgerald Match 35 Anita Tlerney
Denis Tierney Anita Tierney
Dnaiel Grehan €59 Rocky Kehoe
Elizabeth Lynch Betty Lynch
Tom Hilliard each Liz Hilliard
Mick Shortall Liz Hilliard
David Smith Paul Dooley
Catherine Kelly C J Kelly
Christina McCabe Marie Heavey

Martina Carroll
Jerry Dooley

Liam Phelan
Bernie Tynan

Play PARISH

LEOOE

ONLINE

wwnw. portlaciseparish.ie

In
follow us on

tutter

@Portlaoiseparis

Next Week’s Jackpot €15,000

Trocaire Boxes are available in the Church porches or you
can pick up a box in the Parish Centre.

Thank You!

Support for the Parish

We have traditionally depended on the passing of the collection
baskets at Sunday Masses for support. Thank you to the many who
have found new ways of continuing to support the Parish during
this time of Lockdown. The generosity of so many means we
continue to be well supported and can pay our way at this time.

Ways to contribute to our Parish
Envelope boxes available at Church porches and Parish Centre
Direct payment by cheque or cash
Cashless Point at the back of the Parish Church
Donation facility on our website
Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account:

IBAN: IE53AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:

IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201
(The BIC for both accounts is AIBKIE2D)
THANK YOU

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

- Deacon Eugene Keyes
L Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - 5pm Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours
in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

1

Parish Centre

= Ry T
e I
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e e e s A . .

Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722
E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly

Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and Sr. lulie

[Sacristy phone attended prios to Mass times 057 B&00113)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

- LINK UP
I'ﬂE Monday to Friday

9am to Spm
057-8692154

Advertising deadline: Tuesday 5pm or
12 noon Wednesday |subject ts svsilability of space]
Subject to availability of space

E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully




Walk away from
the darkness ...

EQUINOX

FREE Family Event
Saturday 29th March 2025
Light creations by 7pm at Vicarstown Canal Bridge
award-winning artist
Evgeny Chubatyy ‘Walk out the Holly and walk in the Oak
enteraimment < PTOCESSiON walk along canal - please
refreshments provided bI‘il’lg your own lantern, candle or light-

VS ﬁ Ireland




