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Love Is Catching
Does it ever seem to you
that Jesus can be a little
unrealistic? Today Jesus tells
us "I give you a new
commandment, that you
fa' love one another. Just as
i I have loved you, you also
dll should love one another.”
Pl But how can we go round
loving everyone we meet?
Isn't love reserved to those
closest to us ... our parents,
children, and  partners?
Harder still, how can we love as Jesus loved? Jesus loved
us to the point of death. Surely following this kind of
example is a very tall order!

The main thing to remember in following Jesus’ teaching
is that he wouldn't ask anything of us that we couldn't do.
Secondly, we might not be ready to love each other to the
point of death, but Jesus gives us plenty of other lessons
in how to love, We're not talking some impossible ideal or

some form of idealistic behaviour. We simply need to|l & .

recognise, as Jesus recognised that love is a basic human
need. Jesus had a talent for seeing everyone as an
individual. We too need to see people as individuals rather
than lump them together into categories. We too need to
recognise need and respond accordingly. Loving someone
is a decision we make rather than the harbouring of fluffy
romantic sentiments found in greeting cards. Loving
someone iz about serving the need to be liked,
appreciated, forgiven or helped. We follow Jesus’ lessons
in love every time we seek to alleviate someone else's
suffering ... every time we reject viclence and retaliation
... every time we make a stand against neglect or greed
or apathy.

There are plenty of people who are already living their
lives by Jesus’ example. These people are shining
examples of discipleship, not be what they say but by how
they behave. Have you ever been filled with so much
respect for someone that you wanted to imitate them? If
you start to behave in the same way it won't be long
before others are looking up to you as a role model.
Watch out .... love is catching.

'I give you a new commandment: love one another,
just as I have loved you.’
Today's Gospel - John 13:34

Mass times for the coming week
{Parish Church or otherwise stated)
Manday - Friday: 7.30am & 10am
Saturday: 10am
Sunday
Vigil 6.30pm (Saturday)
8.30am, 10am, 11.15am & 12.30pm
Church of the Assumption, The Heath
Sunday: 9.30am
Church of the holy cross, Ratheniska
Sunday: 10am
COMFESSIONS
Saturday: After 10am Mass & after 6.30pm Mass.

Cemetery Mass
St. Peter & Paul’s, Portlaoise
Sunday 1st June at 1pm.

We welcome into our
Parish Community
Maggie Tina Kslly, Loughteague
Tadgh David Hitchcock Ballyfin Road
Cormac John Malane, Beateogue
Who were baptised last weekend.

Prayer for Pope Leo XIV

Faithful God,
You guide us on the path of
life and your goodness
is our constant
companion.

Be with our new
Shepherd, Pope Leo XIV,
in his service of the Church.
Fill him with the power of your Spirit,
the peace of your presence
and the compassion of Christ.

May he walk with you,
in wisdom and humility,
and lead us, together with all God's people,
to embody your love for the world.
Amen.




MULHALL MEATS

Weekly
Special

Now Only
€22.99%kg

Est. 1931

Mulhall's Fresh Irish
Sirloin Steak

T .1} Full Range Of Fresh ~xx FI S H s Available 7 days a week!

Mulhall's Butcher Counter is located within Mualhall's SuperValu. Phone 057 86 21044

AUDIOLOGIST
HEARING AID

Consultant

Patricia Hilmartin
B A ﬂ. T.. M.I.E.H.A,A,

Comprehensive Hearing Assessment

Full ronge of Digital Hearing Aids available incl. FREE PRSI HEARING
AIDS TO WALUE OF €1000 TO ELIGIBLE CLIEMTS

Pre-employment tests/Occupational Screening Tests

Eor maulds, Custom made Swim Plugs, Musicians Moulds, ete,
Hearing Aid Batteries, Minor Repairs, ets. (incl. postal service)
Ear Wax Removal Service

In Attendance

10 Lismard Court, Portlaocise Co. Laois.

(Enfrance beside Macra Ma Feirme Hall on Timahoe Road)

By Appointment Only
Tel: 057 8692289 Mobile: 085 8568808
E-mail: pkaudiology@gmail.com
Website: www kilmartinaudiology.ie

SEETRICT SAFETY MEASURES I8 PLACE, IN LINE WITH ADWVICE OF THE GOVERKMENT & HSE GLADELINES®®

Laois Physiotherapy
Clinic
live life physically well

The Coach House, 4 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise.
JOHN SUGRUE mseasesmmee  NICOLA CALDBECK ssc v saace
CONOR BOLTON ascars e
Online booking: www.laoisphysiotherapyclinic.ie
To book by phone: 087 666 4808.

There are still some spots available in our beginners'
Pilates class. Please email or call our dlinic to join these
classes.

Weaalrliw o | rgme Seolhadnla
Weeklvy ( rope Srheadule
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rish : Monday Morning: Osteo with John - 9:30
.II.I'-I Eveniug Physio-led Pilates with Laura
6:00-7:00 PM (Intermediate)
7:00-8:00 PM {Beginners)
: : Tuesday Morning: Senior Exercise Class - 11:00
AM - 12:00 PM
Wednesday Morning: Osteo Class - 10:30 AM
Thursday Afternoon: Osteo Class - 4:00-5:00 PM

Wednesday Morning: Pilates - 9:30-10:30 AM




ReadyTo Better'?

Virtualy Invisible.
Siell
Rechargeable.
NG neediforgsmall

Ai Technology.
for inlbackground

FREE.__ 15%

HEARING DISCOUNT ON
TESTS HEARING AIDS

REMOVAL VIA MICRO
SUCTIONING

Appointments available within 48 hours

057 863 8181

Unit 4, Bridge Street Centre, Portlaoise, Co.Laois

HEARMED

ACOUSTIC HEALTHCARE
f«ru&wrumluy

ELBusiness

. MOCHUA PRINT & DESIGN Irish Enterprise - mosam oo
GET YOURSELF NOTICED Awards 2022 ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOUINI ED r (NOW!

m
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CUEPGEATE& | ‘-:..—-1 W |*--*-f. ] -.‘ "-y.':."I 5’!: \1 PROCL ,j.uj__dj
 REMLPRINT. S BRINTING S e GRAPHTS  PIKEPIK
I ; ~ . - _ -
Clonminam Business Park, Portlacise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11 " .
. 057 8634050 mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co, Kildare, W12 TF83
. 045 433569 @ﬁ@@@@




Corcra Counselling and
Psychotherapy Services
- Phone: 089-4917174
Email: corcracounselling@gmail.com

N e [ ————_

Further information can be found on
www.corcracounselling.ie

- Carpets - Vinyls - Timber Flooring
- Rugs & Blinds - Beds - Mattresses
- Bedroom Furniture

Y Tr

ELS

Smyth Services & Fuels Ltd.

T: 057 862 0792

E: centrepointcarpets@gmail.com * NEED HOME HEATING OIL?
Kylekiproe Ind. Est.,, Timahoe Rd., Portlaoise, Co. Laois * NEED TRACTOR DIESEL?
www.centrepointcarpets.ie Call Sean Smyth 086-3561669

LAOIS JET WASH SERVICES LTD Viartin Rgan

Lawnmower Sales & Service

= Solo Ride-ons + Oleo-Mac
= Llegacy <« Weibang Lawnmowers

Actlf, T

Pryrtiaoise ol Cluk =
AVONDALE, % . ‘
ABBEYLEIM ROAD, |
=
C.C.T.V. PIPE & DRAIN INSPECTION GRAIGUECULLEN / KILLESHIN PARISH
HIGH PRESSURE DRAIN CLEANING 20 YEARS OF QUR PARISH
TEL/FAX 057-8681720 MOBILE 087-7749519 Novena to Our Lady’

HAVE YOU A PROBLEM WITH YOUR DRAINS? ﬂme'pgtuﬂI H.Elp

Ming M{-nday Mights 2B hprll 23 Jume 2025

Ballyfin Wim age Club @

Sunday 25'*. May 2025

10am to Gpm
Ballyfin, County Lacis, Eir-codes RIZADOZ
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P, Refrashmants,
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Silage Cutting = ng
Auto Jumble & Trade Stalls
Contact 085-1184583 or DB6-3101822
to register
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KILLESHIN

HOTEL & LEISURE CLUB
L & & ¢

Sy

Served 12:30pm — 3:30pm every Sunday.

f:ﬁ?:l 8631200 = thekileshinhotel.com

We are local and here for you

@ ORIGINAL
U mERARIES

Private Occupational Therapy

Housing Assessments

» Housing Adaptation Grant
assessments and reports.

« Stairlifts, adapted bathrooms,
ramps, extensions, etc.

Paediatric Assessments
» Occupational Therapy

‘t‘ assessments to help your
r child grow.
= Supporting children's

development at home, in
school, and during play.

Contact Us Today for an Appointment: E:ﬁb’@
@' infomoriginaltherapies.ie @ 083 150 6755

warw.originaltherapies.ie

Goldfinch

STORAGE

Safe Keeping
Storage Solutions

for Home & Businesses

7 Days Per Week Access
‘i Tradesman Friendly
‘) Long Term Storage
Residential & Business
/i Container Sales Available

Calk: +353 B7 2063378

201t

Container

€130

Por Month
B VAT

infofbgaldfinchstorage.com Ballyroan, Portlacise, Co. Laois

www.goldfinchstorage.com

DECORATIVE STONEX

SAND AND GRAVEL g

TOPSOIL COMPOST
BARK MULCH

KYLE 085

PORTLAOISE
R32 T2V9 7020537

J&L LANDSCAPING

TREES & GARDENING SER‘UICES

-nyémmnm‘ g DALOINRE - o

~Hedues Trunmhd

~Rose Bushes lopped - 8
= Mew Turf Lawns Laid

= Lawns Rotavated

« Lawns Cal

<Fencing

“ba rue il Tidy uus B,

W bk v e b el + Pt s .-h-r1'~mr1mnrmmu War ¢ n-rr1|r|nu||hruuu‘| B Faur Saisims
Email; info@jllandscapingandtrescare.is

www. jllandscapingandireecare.ie
Call or text John 089 4115912
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Clothes line poles, Rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, saw horses, bicycle stands.

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.

Alanon meeting every Thursday night at 8pm in Portlaoise. For further info contact 086-8706017.

National ide Dog Day — Volunteers N tMational Guide Dog Davy takes place on May 23rd. If

you would like to volunteer for Guide Dogs, contact Paul at 087-725264 or Jim at 087 4746519, or

leave a message on WhatsApp at Lacis Guide Dogs. Guide Dogs are also seeking puppy walkers—please

visit the Guide Dogs website to register. Thank you for your support.

Portlacise Pioneers Centenary Planning Meeting :Portlacise Pioneers Association will celebrate its

centenary anniversary in 2025. A committee meeting to begin planning the celebration will take place on

Thursday, 22" May 2025, at 8:00 p.m. in the Parish Centre. All pioneers, including those not currently on

the committee, are very welcome to attend if interested in helping out.

Chime — Mational Charity for Deaf and Hearing Loss in Ireland :Laois Outreach Clinic held in

Portlaoise Parish Centre, Wednesday 28™ May (10.00am - 12.30 pm). Our free and confidential clinic

provide one to one support , information and advice about deaf and hearing loss. For more information

contact Chime 057-9351606 / text (086-1436476)

ADHD Ireland Supports: ADHD Ireland hosts support groups in Portlacise for parents and adults, Join

us at Portlaoise Parish Centre on Tuesday 27 at 10am, or at Shamrock House (R32 AH51, beside the

Garda Station) on Tuesday 27" — parents at 7pm, adults at 8pm. Drop in for a cuppa and a chat!

Call 01 874 8349 for details.

Portlacise Active Retirement : The Active Retirement Group meets every Wednesday at 3pm in the

Parish Centre for friendship, fun, and activities. Upcoming events: Bowls on Mon 19" in St. Mary's Hall

(2-4pm), an afternoon with Moez on Wed 21, and cards and chat on Thurs 22™ at 3pm in the Sue Ryder

Centre, Kilminchy. New members welcome—tuition provided. Contact Maria at 087 918 7157 for details.

Annual Tea Dance = Dunamaise Theatre : Join us for a fun-filled Tea Dance on Wednesday, May Z8th

at 2:30 p.m. in the Dunamaise Theatre, Portlacise. Enjoy live music by Danny Webster with M.C. Maureen

Culleton, plus dancing, refreshments, and free admission. No booking needed - just bring your

friends! More info: Maureen 087 648 2038. T
i ighlights — May 13" : Top Score - Mary Delaney; Ladies - N

1st Nary Gowing, 2nd Molly O'Brien; Gents — 1st P.]. Cahill, 2nd Breda Fitzpatrick; Half

Games - 1st Paric Dowling, 2nd (tie) Tom Gowing; Raffle = 1st Margaret Flanagan, 2nd

Catherine Galvin, 3rd Christy Fitzpatrick, 4th Mary Dunne; thanks to all for your support = whist contin-

ues every Tuesday at 7.30pm, new members always welcome.

RELIGIOUS NOTES

Divine Mercy Chaplet 3pm every Sunday in the Parish Church.
Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath: Daily Z2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm

(Adoration).
Rosary will be reclted in Sts. Peter and Paul's Parish Church every evening at 7pm.

ocati . : Holy Hour, Adoration, Prayer for vocations, 3pm Friday in the Parish
Church.

Legion of Mary invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come
together in prayer and service to Our Lady.

Annual M n_th reen — Lower Bel : The Annual Mass on the Green in Lower Beladd will be
celebrated on Wednesday, 4th June at 7:00 p.m. All are warmly invited to join in this special evening of
prayer, community, and reflection. Everyone is most welcome,

ROSARY AT THE GROTTO: Rosary will be recited at the Grotto every evening 8.00pm for the month
of May. All are welcome.

. Thlvg -
g g * 451“*’ A '@34&” =
s " § Portlaoise Pilgrimage to Fatima
PraiepsdBariah .':""I.a:l :,, "ffll
2 aad el s 10 5 1) 5Lk A Mass for all pilgrims travelling to

Fatima on 12th June will be

celebrated in the Parish Church on
27th May at 7:30pm.

eV I VE S Tickets will be distributed in the
f Vi Wl R / Parish Centre after the Mass.
/\_ﬂ A ! ’
b Saturd Opmm I-lcurs
+ Saturday, H.I'Ia\r l?th & Saturday, May 24th .




RAMPS & RAILS

FOR THE HOME

We install concrete ramps to allow
freedom of movement and steel handrails
to provide safe access for everyone

PAINTING &
DECORATING
Interior & Exterior
- Power washing
15 years experience
Fully Insured

089-4459958

24/7 Emergency Service.
Auto - Home - Commercial
086-2624270
085-2833064
Shop: 05786-20135

S&R SERVICES

Painting/Decorating Kitchen
Fitting , Furniture Assembly,
Flooring, Carpentry, Tiling,
Bathrooms and General
Maintenance

www.jacknolan.ie 037-4896429
HYPNOTHERAPY WINDOW AND
. idd!ctiunf dSrSnking (;aasatiun DQQR REPQIR&
* Anxiety and Depression T
. WETbht'teranageﬁ;entl " Eg;tiisbj;gdles

# Fear, Phobias and Pain Control
As trained by Paul McKenna
Visit : www.davidward.info
David Ward B.Sc. D.H.P, adv
083 321 6406

- Slide Patio Door Rollers
- Window and Door draught proofing
- Fully Insured

083-3153211
www. kukic-hms.ie

All domestic, solid fuel and
oil servicing.
Water softener installation.
Full Bathroom Renovations.
Contact Alan:

PLUMBER AVAILABLE | 3.5

GREG THE
: HANDYMAN
B ome improvements

* dnd Repairs,

sFlooring, tiling, carpets
sFence maintenance and repair
«Painting inside/outside an
decorating
sRepairs of toilet, faucet and shower
units
sFurniture assembly and installation

» School Cleaning

» General House Cleaning

» Deep Cleaning

» End of Tenancy Cleaning
Cleaning of offices,

Ly

www, kukic-hms.ie 085-1141395 Contact 089-9567135
KPS CLEANING NEW YEAR - FRESH START TV SERVICES

TIME TO DECLUTTER?

All Scrap Metal collected free;
washing machines, cookers,
lawnmowers etc. Garden sheds
cleaned out, fences or sewer

Repairs to TV and home
entertainment equipment.
Also we supply and fit and
repair Saorview, Aerial and
Satellite systems. Contact:

MAY COLLINS
Bsc (Hons) Podiatry MCHST
2 Kellyville Park, Portlacise.
Tel;

086-3785327

By Appointment only.
WHI-Aviva-Laya approved

schools, shops, salons etc. Contact| problems solved, mini-digger and 057-8732998

us for all your cleaning needs. small tipper truck for hire. 087-3636497

087-9737073 Richard 085-2529893 083-3742600
M PAT LALOR TARMACADAM HANDYMAN SERVICES

Church Avenue, Stradbally

e Tarmacadam
s Kerbing
* Drainage
Free Quotations
VAT Registered
Tel. 083-0211577
E-mail; patlalor37 @gmail.com

Offering a wide range
of reliable services

» Gutter Cleaning
» Power Washing
s (Grass Cutting

e Window Cleaning
s Interior & Exterior

MAKER
Specialising in Kitchen
Respraying, Refurbishment
Wood panelling, Doors, Skirting
boards, Architrave, Flooring
Mo job too small. Call Paul:

085-7762298

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER

AND DECORATOR
20+ Years Experience

' Interior/Exterior
Residential/Commercial
Hand painted Kitchens
and Bespoke Furniture
Contact Gary Kelly:

086-0717172

Painting

No job too big or small!
Affordable rates and
professional service.

Contact Mick
Phone: 085-2151277




ACTIVE BUILDING
SERVICES

Domestic Plumbing.
Qil Fired Central Heating.
Plumber on call, Portlaocise
and surrounding areas.

DS PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE

& GROUNDWORKS

Patio areas, driveways, stump
removal, Iawns,i kerbing,

hedging, fencing and
"E drainage.
! Call now for a

s competitive quate!

Contact :
=77 7
Fergus 089-4541868 |  dsgrounsuritsgomaiaon
UNISLIM MAN AVAILABLE
PORTLAOISE FOR WORK

New Opening Hours
Portlaocise Parish Centre:
Tuesdays 7.00AM and

12.30PM

Contact Breda:
087-6382545

Thurs, Fri & Sat.
Early starts,
clean licence,

Safe Pass certified.
Contact:
087-6474585.

FOR SALE
Wamsler solid fuel
cooker with boiler.
Perfect condition.

Contact:
086- 3286674.

SG DRIVING

=" SCHOOL
Call or Text
089-4542508

E-mail ad, .

sgdrivingschooll@gmail.com

CLARE’'S

DOG SERVICE
Stradbally Rd. Portlacise
Quality Service
Dogs required for Student
grooming. Discounts apply.Tel.

089-4890869

www.claresdoggroomingschool.ie

IDLANDS

APPLIANCE
REPAIRS

Quick, Cost Effective
Appliance Repairs
Portlaocise
@ 087-9080211

HELP NEEDED — CEMETERY
CLEAN-UP
Volunteers are needed to
hel S? ¢lean old ves at

Peter and Paul’s
Cemetery. All assistance
is greatly appreciated for
this important
community effort.
Contact: Tom Timmons
— 085193 2235

BALLYROAN VINTAGE RALLY

Sunday 18™ May,
From 12 noon

Featuring:

Ballyroan

GAA
Grounds

Steam Engine in all its Old Glory| Threshing of Oats like in Bygone Days |Running Wreck
Grinding Oats & 50's Haggard| Thatching Exhibition by Rathleague’s Pat Conroy
|Blacksmith displaying his noble Craft |Raheen Basket Weaver displaying his talents| The
Art of Making Walking Sticks | Steaming the stick etc. to make handle; very Rare |Large
displays of vintage tractors, cars & bikes| Calling all Zetor Owners, celebrating almost 80
years of Zetor in Ireland; Plaques for most Original Working Zetor & Best Restored
|Champion Dog Show |Auto Jumble & Awesome Chainsaw Timber Carving |Children’s
Amusements| Chipper on Site, Crepes etc.| Pig on Spit and Colcannon; Smashing Sunday
Dinner| Chopping Furze for Horse /Donkey Feed| G.A.A Matches Beamed into Marquee;
Live Waterford V Tipp & Limerick V Cork |Butter Making and Much Much More.

Live Music by Rewind. Special Guest Appearance by the Brilliant Timahoe Male
Voice Choir as seen at Electric Picnic 2024

Ballyroan Vintage Club; Keeping Irelands Heritage Alive.




HANDING ON
THE FAITH

~

Jesus Loves Us All

"W

My favourite sweets are “Lollipops.” "Lollipops” come in

- many different flavours. There are lemon, apple,
strawberry, watermelon, and cherry to name just a few.

I sometimes give “Lollipops” to the children who come to the Parish
Centre. One thing I have noticed is that when I allow the children to
choose the flavour they want, some children are very picky about
which flavour they choose. The favourite flavour seems to be blue

raspberry. I don't think it is because kids like the taste, I think it is
because they like the way it turns their mouth blue! Whenever I let the children choose, I
always wind up with all of the cherry ones left when all of the other flavours are gone. For some
reason, children seldom ever choose the cherry lollipops.

I don't know why the children don't like cherry. I guess cherry is a little bit different. Maybe it
isn't quite as sour as lemon or cherry, or some of the other flavours, or maybe they just don't
like the colour of them. Do you know what I do with the leftover cherry lollipops? I eat them

myself, because I love all the flavours!

These “Lollipops” remind me of children. Have you ever noticed that when children play © w'

.

games, some children are always the last to be chosen? Maybe they are just a little bit
different or maybe their skin is a different colour. For some reason, the other children just
won't choose them.

We all need to remember that Jesus loves ALL the children and he said that you and I should do
the same. Jesus said, “As I have loved you, so must you love one another.” Have you ever
been the one who was left out? It isn't a very good feeling, but if you are ever the one that
feels left out, you can know that Jesus loves you just as much as He loves the other children.

Dear Lord,
help us to remember that you have told us to love one another
Jjust as you have loved us.
In Jesus' name we pray. Amen.

Everyone will know you follow me if you show love to each other.




Jesus Loves
Us All

"By this all men will know
that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.”

John 13:31-35

1 |2 3
GLORIFY
‘" COMMAND
oY 5 TIME
2 z ; OTHERS
NEW
DISCIPLES
P CHILDREN
LOVE
ACROSS DOWN |
1. An order or a rule given with authority 2. People aside from oneself
4, To have feelings of compassion and 3. To give praise and honour to God or
concern for another person a person
6. Boys and girls between birth and 5. A period of seconds, minutes, hours,
puberty days, weeks, months, years etc.
8. Those who follow the teachings of 7. The opposite of old.
Jesus.

9. To turn away from sin.

Meet Our New Pope - Pope Leo!

Guess what? We have a new Pope, and his name is Pope Lec!
A Pope is the leader of the Catholic Church, kind of like a big helper >, ._
for God who guides people all around the world. |- '
Pope Leo loves God very much and wants to help everyone be kind, W '
loving, and peaceful. He teaches people about Jesus, helps the poor, - '3
and prays for all of us, M ,
The name "Leo" means "lion," and just like a lion, Pope Leo is brave — AR
and strong in his heart. But he's also gentle, like a loving granddad who wants to make the world a
better place.
He lives in a big place called the Vatican in a city called Rome, where he meets with lots of people and
makes important decisions for the Church.
Let's say a little prayer for Pope Leo, that he stays healthy, happy, and wise as he helps lead the
Church!

ﬁ Dear God, Thank You for our new Pope Leo. Please bless him with love and joy.

a Help him to be strong and kind, And guide him as he leads Your Church.

ﬁ'ﬁa Keep him safe and happy every day. Amen.




Time to ThinKk!

There is somgthing about lsgo!

Zor T

There has been huge focus on the Catholic Church
over the past number of weeks. As Pope Francis health
declined, media commentary intensified following his
death and subsequent conclave which has elected our
new Pope Leo X1V. | believe that such focus has been
largely positive. World leaders acknowledged that Pope
Francis in his Christian witness gave tremendous moral
leadership to billions of people. His message of kindness
and compassion deeply resonated with a generation
often divided and starved of spiritual hope. His final visit
on Easter Sunday, to embrace the people of God
physically, gave witness to the tremendous value of
human life, from the cradle to the grave, from the womb
to the tomb.

The church never fails to surprise. | never
personally heard the name Robert Pravost. Yet, the
College of Cardinals, in record time, selected this man
because of his wisdom, compassion and gifted sense of
leadership. There is something about Leo! he comes
across as calm, capable at peace with himself. | sense
his interior life is rich and that manifests with warmth
and serenity. The fundamental task of the new Pope is to
preach the Risen Christ. Our world longs for hope. These
beautiful May days fills us with deep joy. Christ risen
from the dead tells us not to be afraid but to trust all will
be well.

There is a palpable sense of goodwill towards our
new Pope Leo X1V. Following Pope Francis, whose
words and example reached out to a global audience
rooted in the compassion and love of Jesus Christ. | have
no doubt, Pope Leo, is fuelled by a similar deep spirit, of
conviction in the Risen Christ. The church, in selecting a
“Mew Peter” has discerned the voice of the spirit and in
doing so, | pray, Pope Leo, will have many years of health
and peace.

Pope Leo XIV, Robert Francis Prevost was born on
September 14, 1955, in Chicago, Illinois, is the 267th
pope of the Catholic Church and sovereign of Vatican
City State, elected on May 8, 2025 He is the first U.S .-
born pope, the first from the Order of Saint Augustine,
and a dual citizen of the United States and Peru, where
he served extensively as a missionary. Raised in a devout
Catholic family of French, Italian, and Spanish descent,
Prevost joined the Augustinians in 1977, was ordained a
priest in 1982, and spent significant periods in Peru,
including as Bishop of Chiclayo (2015-2023). He became
acardinalin 2023 and was prefect of the Dicastery for
Bishops befare his election. His episcopal mottais “In
Ille uno unum™—words pronounced by Saint Augustine
in a sermon on Psalm 127 to explain that “although we
Christians are many, inthe one Christ we are one.”

Choosing the name Leo XIV, inspired by Pope Leo
Xlll, who championed social justice, he signals a focus
on Catholic social teaching, unity, and addressing
modern challenges like artificial intelligence. His first
address emphasized peace, inclusivity, and continuing

Francis's legacy, advocating for a “church that builds
bridges.” Known for his calm demeanour, multilingual
skills (English, Spanish, Italian, French, Portuguese), and
pastoral experience, Leo XIV is seen as a centrist with
progressive leanings on issues like poverty and migration
but more moderate on doctrinal matters. His
inauguration Mass is set for May 18, 2025, in 5t. Peter's
Square.

God bless Pope Leo XIV and give him the wisdom
and courage he needs for his new mission as Vicar of
Christ. The fact that the election was completed as
quickly as it was tells me that there was significant unity
among the Cardinals about what the Church needs.
Quoting Saint Augustine, Pope Leo said: “withyou lama
Christian and for you | am a bishop™. Inthat way he
seems to signal his commitment to a synodal Churchin
which we walk together, listen to one another, and listen
to the Word of God, but also a Church is which
recognises the particular pastoral and teaching mission
of the Bishop of Rome.

Pope Leo's focus on peace and on dialogue gives
me great hope. His choice of the name Leo is significant,
because the previous Pope Leo (Leo Xl is the Pope
who, invery troubled times, initiated the Social Teaching
of the Church, which focuses on the dignity of human
worlk, on rights and responsibilities associated with
property, justice and peace, integral development and
care of the earth. Habemus Papam! | pray that Pope Leo
XV be strengthened in his ministry. May he continue
building bridges that connect us to one another, May he
be an example of faith, hope and love. | pray that the
Risen Christ fills him with joy in his work and a renewed
in the Gospel message.

Fr. Paddy invites you to follow him on Twitter @frpaddybyrne, now over 33,800 followers or

@AbbeyleixP or leave a comment on his blog on our parish website; unww. portiaociseparish.iesarticles
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Courses include:

Business Administration
Payroll and Accountancy
Project Management
Legal and Medical Studies
Early Learning and Care (Childcare) Full & part-
Special Needs Assisting (evening) time options
Advanced English (ESOL) available
Healthcare Support
Office Skills
IT/ Computer Skills
Music Studies
Sound Production
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OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED FOR
THOSE WHO DIED RECENTLY

§

i

ANNE MC AULIFFE
(née Rogers)
Newpark, Portlaoise,

Laois / Abbeyleix

LUKE MORRISSEY
Kilminchy, Portlaoise

JOHN WALL
formerly of Dr. Murphy
Place, Portlaoise

Helen Melia
{nee Maher)
formerly Summerhill

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
Our sympathy to their families.
A message of sympathy may be left for the family by

logging on to the death notice at
www.portiaciseparish.ie/deathnotices

In loving memory of

% AINE HETHERINGTON

(Hegarty)
Clonkeen, Portlaoise.
5th year anniversary 12 May 2025 RIP.

We little knew the day fhat
God was going to call your name.
In life we loved wou dearly,

In death we do the same,

It broke our hearts to lose you
But you didn't go alone.

For part of us went with you
The day God called you fome,
You left us peaceful memories.
Your love is still our guide,
And though we cannol see you
You are always al our side.
Our family chain is broken
atd nothing seems the same,
but as God calls us one by one
the chain will link again..

The Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in the Church
of the Most Holy Trinity, Rathdowney on Saturday,
170 May at 6:00 p.m., and in 5t Peter and Paul’s
Church, Portlaoise on Sunday, 11 May
at 12:30 p.m.

Forever in our Hearts

Love Mam, Dad, your sisters Fiona and Sharon,
your brother Patrick, brother- in- law Ger,
sister- in-law Catherine, all your family
and friends.

Rest in Peave Aine

Remembering with love

WILL SHERLOCK

Eyne, Portlaoise.
A loving Husband, Dad, Son, Brother and Uncle whose

MONTHS MIND

In Loving Memory of
PHYLLIS MARUM (née McEvoy)
171 5t Brigids Place Portlaoise.

" Phyllis's Month's Mind Mass will be

8 d celebrated at 6.30pm on Saturday, 24

May in Sts, Peter and Paul Church.
May the winds of love blow softly,

And whisper so you hear:

e will afways love and miss you,
And wish that you were here,

Much loved & sadly missed every
day by yvour heartbroken family.

CMay Rhyllis Rest in Rece
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2" anniversary occurs on May 22"

The 20 Anniversary Mass will be
celebrated at the Church of the
Assumption, The Heath, at 9:30
a.m. on Sunday, May 18th,

It's hard to face lomorrow
When the one we love is gone
It's harder sHIl to realise,
That life must still go on

The sadness and the heartache
May not always show
People say it lessens,
Houw litile do they know
They say we have our memories
But they do not understand
We camnot towch a memory face
O hold a memory hand
So through this vale of sorrow
We sadly walk today
Our thoughts are always with you Will
As life goes on its way.
You are always in our thoughts and forever in our
hearts. Love Helen, Ella, Billy & Leah.

Rest in Reace Ol




L1
"
ik
L
M
¥
M
ur
(1)
ur
(1]
0
ik
1)
M
L
(1)
L)
£1)
"
t1)
"
(1)
L]

In Loving Memory of Dad
MICHAEL TIMMONS

53 O’ Moore Place, Portlaoise.
34" Anniversary occurs 18" May 2025

Will those who think of Dad

". today,

W A little prayer to Jesus say.

(o

A. - J Margaret, Brendan and family.
Rest in Reave “Dad

I'n Loving Memory of
MICHAEL TIMMONS

53 O’ Moare Place, Portlaoise.
34™ Anniversary occurs 18™ May 2025

We think of you in silence,
We often speak your name,
But all we have are memories,
And your picture in a frame.
Your resting place we visit,
And put flowers there with care,
But no ane knows the heartache,
As we turn and leave you there.
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Sadly missed by his daughter
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Sadly missed, loved and remembered by his son
Michael, daughter-in-law Phil, grandchildren
and great-grandchildren.

Rast in ' RPeave Michael
? In Loving Memory of ?
82 Marian Avenue, Portlaocise.
20 Anniversary occurs on 194 May 2025
Mam, [ aften sit in my Garden
And think of you for a while,
Remembering Waonderful Memaries
My Sadness becomes a Smile,
For Sitting in my Gardan
Is my Favourite Place to be,
Far | know in my Heart
You'll be Sitting Next to Me

dk

From your daughter Bridget,
son-in-law Michael, grandson Michael and his
wife Michelle, great-granddaughters Michaela

and Alannah, and your sons Liam, John, Niall, and
their families.

Reast in Reace Mam
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IF ANYONE LOVES ME HE WILL KEEI" MY WORD
JorrN 143273
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In Loving Memory of

SEAN FARRELL

Broomville, Portlaoise.
5" Anniversary occurs 23" May 2025

Anniversary Mass will be cele-
brated in Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church this Saturday
24t May, 6.30pm.

Missed in the morning of every day,
Missed in the evening as light fades
away,
Missed in a thousand and one little ways,
Around every carner, a memory stays.

No one knows the pain we bear, when we all meet
and you're not there, we talk, we laugh, we play
our part, but behind it all lies a broken heart.
You gave us years of happiness, then sorrow came
with tears, you left us lovely memaories,
we will treasure through the years.

Sadly missed by Betty, John, Billy, Catherine,
Mark, grandchildren and all your loving family.

Rest in Reave Nean

Treasured Memories of

PATRICK DWANE

41 0" Moore Place, Portlaoise.
44" Anniversary occurs 20" May.
Quickly and quietly came the call,
Without farewell you left us all,
A sudden call fram God on high,
You had no chance to say goodhye,
Without farewell vou fell asleep,
But memories of you we'll always keep.

Always remembered by your loving
wife and family.

Rest in Reace Ratrick

In Loving Memory of
PATRICK CONRQOY (snn

Ballymacken, Portlaoise
28" Anniversary occurred on 15" May 2025

Thase we love don’t go away,
They walk beside us everyday,
Unseen, unheard, but always near,
Still loved, still missed, and very dear.
Remembered always by
his loving family
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In Loving Memory of In Loving Memory of

% JOHN HYLAND WILLIAM (Bill) CLOONEY ?

: . 1™ May 1980 - 45" Anniversary

Sluggies, Portlaoise, Ay J

whose 30™ Anniversary occurred on 16™ May. MAUREEN CLOONEY
22" May 2019 - 6" Anniversary

-,
A

"

WL

"

John's Anniversary Mass will be celebrated
in the Church of the Assumption, the
Heath on Sunday 18" May at 9:30am.
Tenderly we treasure the past,
Memories that will always last,
When we cease to think of you will be

when God has called us too.
Sunday 25" May

Abways remembered by your loving wife and famaly. ati11:15am

OME?@? C\jﬂ}ﬂl @ﬁf i ‘EW The Mass will be streamed on Portlaoise

—

A Anniversary Mass
for both Maureen
and Bill, will be
celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's
Parish Church, on

AF

L]

1F

: % Parish webcam - 85 Peter and Paul’s Church.
? Cherished Memories ﬂf Those special Memaories of you P
DAVE LAL OR Will always bring a smile. !
Hawthorn Drive, Portlavise. if only we could have you back 1
26™ Anniversary occurs 19" May 2025 For just a little while 2

Then we could sit and talk again
Dad; just like we used to do. s
A daily thought, a silent tear, The fact that you are no longer.
A constant wish that you were here will always cause us pain. £
here. But you are forever in our hearts.

T

Love did e ot ol until we meet again.
Daddy, Gerard x Lovingly remembered and dearly missed by

their, son William, daughters Carmel, Pauline,
Valerie, daughter in law Mary, sons in law

L

) Daddy/Grandad Richard, Dave, Noel, grandchildren,
Everyday in some small way, great grandchildren & extended family. 3
Thoughts of you come our way. . [
TG o you alivays CMay They Rest in Radce !

Love and miss you always Daddy
Marie, Christy, Kyle and Finn xxxx

38" BIRTHDAY REMEMBRANCE ?
In Loving Memory of '
IAN LAWLOR-AMARAL

. Dad/Gr am:fad . Bennekerry and Oakleaf Place, Portlaoise.
Always in our thoughts and forever in our hearts. 1 Birthday away from Home occurs 20 May.

Sadly missed everyday, Daithi, Marguerite,
Shauna, Oisin & Cillian xxxxx

L

WL

A Loving Son, Brother, Uncle,
i-"w’fpﬁﬁu' and Friend
Today would have been such a
special day, but now it brings
sadness and sorrow,
If we could share just one more

L

Also remembering

MARY (Mﬂf{y) HEALY birthday, if there was one more
£ ! £
Cu I1 f.]'h' ill But birthdays are a J:J'meﬂ;; ?‘gﬁ;ﬁ

and loolk over the time that has
passed, and we can't believe it's been
three years, the time just goes so fast.

WL

26" Anniversary occurred
11t May 2025

Will those who think of Molly But memories of more happier times in our hearts will
: stay, we will treasure each and every onej Y.
today, a little prayer to Jesus say. until we meet again some day.f ¥
So we'll say "goodbye” for now and blow kisses to
Missed everyday by her loving Family. Heaven above, to wish you a Happy Birthday and tof™§F
send you all our love.
Anniversary Mass for Dave & Molly will be Deeply loved and missed by his mother Annette, :
celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church | brothers Owen, Paul and Wayne, sister Gemma and
HHS Sﬂt”rdﬂy I ?H]. Mﬂ'y at ﬁ.3ﬂpm brother-in-law Fﬂh"d, niece Sﬂf‘ﬂ, ﬂ'EphEW -Fﬂmfﬁ'r, H

extended family and friends.

Rast in Reave Nan

ChMay Qave & CMolly Rast in ' RPeave
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ANNIVERSARY REMEMBRANCE

JIMMIE HEFFERNAN %

Derry furnm and late of Shamrock &m.r'ﬂ., Portlaoise.
anniversary occurred on 16™ May 2025

I close my eves, then T drifi away,
Inte the magic night, I sofify say
A silent preqer, ke dreamers do
Then I fall asleep to dream my dreams af vou,

Y Y

db
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I dreams, Twalk with vou,
In dveams, T tall to you,
In dreams, vou're mine, all of the ime
We're together in dreams, i dreams.,

Loved, missed, and remembered by his wife Anne;
children Alaine, Jane, Kate, and Mike; grandchildren Ada,
Mary, Esi, and Theo; sons-in-law Steven and Michael;
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In Loving Memory of Our Pr,rrenrs
NNE & THOMAS HILLIARD

23 Marian Avenue, Portlaoise.
42" Anniversary

* Deep in our hearts you

3 both will stay, missing you

J; ﬁ;. % both is a heartache that

never goes away.

@w 1 Sadly missed by all their loving

famﬂ_}

-

N

€

CMay Anne and Chomas Rest in '@M

sisters Bridie, Ann, Eileen, and the late Marie;
brothers-in-law, sisters-in-law, nieces, nephews,
relatives, and friends.

Reast in " Reaace ~Jimmic
ACKNOWLEDGMENT
In Loving Memory o

ANNE (Na )C() ROY

(née Byrne)
Tona Dubfm_fj.'ﬂﬂd Portlaoise
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In Loving Memory of
MICHAEL TIMMONS

53 O' Moore Place, Portlaoise.
34™ Anniversary occurs 18" May 2025

ok

They say there is a reason,
They say that time will heal,
But neither time nor reason

Thomas and daughter-in-law
Teresa.

Rest in Peace CMichael

Ak

ab

Nancy's Month's Mind Mass will be celebrated on
Sunday, 25% May 2025 at 9:30 a.m. in
the Church of the Assumption, The Heath.
We, the Conroy family, would like fo express our
heartfelt thanks to all who offered sympathy and support
following our recent loss.

dik

(1

L1

We are deeply grateful to everyone who took part in Nancy's
Requiem Mass and to those who aftended the funeral home.

L)

A special word of thanks to Monsignor John Byrne, who
celebrated the Funeral Mass, and to John Delaney,
who led the rosary recital.

Ak

L1

% In Loving Memory of
GERARD McCORMACK (Gerry)

26 The Downs, Portlaoise.
8" Anniversary occurred 13" May 2023.

In God's care you rest above,

In aour hearts you rest in love,
Never more than a thought away,
Loved and remembered everyday. Ir

a
-

' Sadly missed by his wife Philomena,
extended family and friends.

CMay CGerard
Rest in ' Reace

-
=

r

Sincere thanks also to Eamonn Kelly Undertakers for their
help and professionalism displayed u'nri'mg this difficult time.

We owe a debt of gratitude to Nancy’s dear friends Mary,
Betty, and Margaret for their constant help and support.

A dk

We are also similarly indebted to the staff of St. James's
Hospital, the Midlands Regional Hospital Tullamore, and the
Cedar Clinic for the care and dedication shoumn to Nancy
during her recent illness.
The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass will be offered for all
your intentions.

ChMay C?‘Gﬂr@v rest in peace.
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In Loving Memory of
MARIE WHELAN

Late of O Moore Place, Portlavise and Arkiow.
9" Anniversary occurs 20" May 2025

"

"

God didn’t want to
see you suffer any more,
so he called you home

WL

Always missed by your husband Peter

Rest in Reace HMarie
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In Loving Memory of
A Wonderful Husband, Father, Grandfather
and Great-Grandfather

JOHN (Johnnie) PRESTON
Late of 28 8. John's 8g. Portlaoise.

7 Anniversary occurs 1 & May 2025,
Just close your eves and you will see
All the memories that you have of me.
Justsit and relax and vou will find
I'm really still there inside your mind.

Don't cry for me now I'm gone,
Far I am in the land of songs.
There is no pain, there is no fear,
So dry away that silent tear,

Don't think of me in the dark and cold,
For here I am no longer old.

I'm in the piace called home

That's filled with love,

Known to all as up above,

Sadly missed and fondly remembered by your
loving wife, Eileen xxx.

(1]

L1

(1]

Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in
Sts. Peter & Paul's Parish Church, on
Sunday 18" May at 11.15am.

DAD;
It matters not how many vears,
There's still a heartache, still a tear.
Sadness and sorrow are not just for a day—

They've been with us since you weht away.
We'll always remember your kindness and love;

Upon your family, look down from above.
Loved always and never forgotten by your loving
sons, daughters, son-in-law, and daughters-in-law
XXX

GRANDAD;

We will never forget you,
We won't ever try.
We just miss you more
As time goes by.
Loved and sadly missed by your grandchildren
and great-grandchildren xxx.

CMay ~John Rest in Reace

MOCHUA

" A SPECINL MEMORY
_ OF YOUR LOVED ON€E

"o M
FClo am Business Park
Portlaoise,Co. Laois ]
R32 EH11

t. 057 86 34050
E4 info@mochuaprint.ie
& www.mochuaprint.ie
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KEEGAN’'S ¥
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

50 Years of Professional Service in Portlaoise.

¥
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Contact Matfhew
087-2549195

David 087-2369887

HENRY RANKIN
FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Abbeyleix Road, Portlaoise

087-2562137
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Established in 1991 by Terry Swayne manufacturing
superior quality headstones.

All work undertaken by Portlacise Stone Centre is
guaranteed and carried out to the highest standard
by certified & qualified craftsmen.

Unique Headstones can also be designed
and created to your own special
requirements.

Visit our Showroom

to discuss your requirements
and view our rﬂi‘ﬁ'ﬁe of
headstones and grave
accessories,

Unit 3B Clonminam
Business Park
Porilapise, Co. Laois.
R32 DWT1

Tel: 057 8660258 ™
Moblie: 087 2538930

www.portlaocisestone.ie
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Results for
15th May 2025

VP o0

No €20,000 Jackpot Winner

PROMOTER

Portlaoise Parish

WINNERS MATCH 3s €1,000

All Books
Kathleen Brown

Olive O’Flaherty
John Gorman 3
Billy Boyhan Match
3s
Receive

€334
each

Anne Ging

Next Week’s Jackpot is €20,000

Play PARISH

LEOOE

~—ONLINE

www.portlaoiseparish.ie

FO“OW US , @PortlaciseParis

§LikeUsQ ™

Clergy of the Parish

Msgr. John Byrne P.P.V.G.
Tel: 057 8621142

Fr. Ciprian Matei C.C.
Tel: 057 8600122

Fr. Simon Jin
Tel: 057 8661605

Fr. Adriano de Oliveira
Tel: 057 8600121

Fr. Erick Ebot SVD

Deacon Eugene Keyes
s Tel: 057 8621142

To contact the Priest on Duty:
Parish Centre during office hours
9am - S5pm Tel: 057 8621142
Outside office hours

in emergency only Tel: 0852134285

Fifth Sunday of Easter
Acts 13:14, 43-52
Psalm 99:1-3, 5
Apocalypse 7:9, 14-17

Supporting our Parish
Each one must give as he or she has decided in their heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver' 2 Corinthians 9:7

Registered Charity Number 20015848
Please choose a way to make your contribution
* Making your offering in the boxes at the Church entrances
* Using the Envelope boxes for regular donations - boxes
available at Church porches and Parish Centre
* Direct payment by cheque or cash
* Cashless tap facility at Parish Church
* Donation facility on our website
* Standing Order forms available at the Parish Centre
* Or Transfer directly to our Account
Portlaoise Parish Account: IBAN: IES3AIBK93327916658045
Portlaoise Parish Clergy Fund Account:
IBAN: IE12AIBK93327916658201

Scan this QR Code to take you
directly to our Donate facility

FOR YOUR SUPPORT

Safeguarding
All safeguarding statements and policies can
viewed on our website and our Church Porches.
Diocesan Designated Liaison Person
Ailish Higgins safeguarding@kandle.ie

Parish Centre
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Office Hours Monday to Friday 9am-5pm
Phone: 057-8621142 f 057-8660722

E-mail: info@portlaciseparish.ie
Twitter: @portlaoiseparis
MANAGER Declan Kelly
Parish Secretary Michelle Bartley
Accounts Michelle Conroy
Sacristans Parish Church
Sr. Sybil and 5r. lulie

[Sacristy phone attended prios to Mass fimes 057 BE00112)
All Masses and services from the Parish Church and
the Heath Church are live streamed on our website

- LINK UP
I'ﬂE Monday to Friday

9am to 5pm
057-8692154
Advertising deadline: Tuesday 5pm or
12 noon Wednesday |subject ts susilability of space]
Subject to availability of space
E-mail: linkup@portlaciseparish.ie

PARISH SHOP
057 8621142 - Claire Scully
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Friday 16" May Wednesday 21st May
Dusk Chorus Nature and Bees Workshop
Abbeyleix Bog Durrow Library "
8pm 10am
Saturday 17" May Thursday 22nd May §
The Longest Malin to Mizen Biodiversity and Business
Dunamaise Arts Centre Glamping under the stars, Cullenagh
5.30pm 7pm
Saturday 17" May Thursday 22nd May
Bat Walk, Portlaoise Water Quality Sampling ~Nore Vision
Laois Partnership Bob’s bar, Durrow
9pm ~ Tpm
Sunday 18" May Friday 23rd May
3 " Nature Photography Moth Trapping anc;'ﬁﬁih walk
. +".Rossa Bracken Ballyliip,yan: St‘r“édp\ally
% 9am to llam - B .8‘.%9a.rﬁ

Saturday 24th May

Bat " Va,
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Tuesday 20" May
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