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Ratheniska 6th Class at their recent Graduation Mass 
Celebrant:Father Adriano





Community Notices

Religious Notes

Alanon Family Group for family, friends or anyone affected by someone struggling with alcoholism.  

Portlaoise Active Retirement: meets every Wednesdays at 3pm in the Parish Centre—new members’ 
welcome. Join us for bowls on Mon 23rd, 2–4pm in St. Mary’s Hall, and a final social afternoon on Wed 
25th before the summer break. Cards and chat (with tuition) on Thurs 26th at 3pm in the Sue Ryder Centre, 
Kilminchy. Contact Maria at 087 918 7157.

Sean Doyle Light Engineering, Ballacolla: 
Call 087-2068972 | seandoylelightengineering
Clothesline poles, rotary clotheslines, winders, pulleys, sawhorses, bicycle stands. 
 
Parish Centre Whist Results: Tuesday, June 17: Top Score – Bernie Cahill; 1st Lady – Molly O’Brien; 2nd 
Lady – Sadie Chester & Peter Stevenson; 1st Gent – Terry Dunne & Tom Jacob; 1st Half – Paddy Purcell; 
2nd Half – Catherine Brennan. Raffle winners: N. Delaney, P. Stevenson, M. Dunne, S. Duff. Thanks to all 
who supported. Whist continues every Tuesday at 7.30pm in the Parish Centre – new members welcome, 
lessons available.

Divine Mercy Chaplet Every Sunday at 3 PM in the Parish Church. 

Rosary in the Church of the Assumption, the Heath:  Daily 2pm (Monday to Saturday). Sunday 3pm 
(Adoration). 

Rosary will be recited in Sts. Peter and Paul’s Parish Church, every evening at 7pm. 

Vocations Society of St. Joseph: Holy Hour, Adoration, and Prayer for Vocations 
Every Friday at 3PM in the Parish Church.  

Legion of Mary invites you to join us every Wednesday at 7:00 PM in the Parish Prayer Hall as we come 
together in prayer and service to Our Lady 

Radio Maria Ireland is an Irish-run Catholic talk radio station offering commercial-free prayer, catechesis, 
music, talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.
ie, or on Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.  

The Feast of Corpus Christi: Sunday, 22nd June, is the Feast of Corpus Christi, also known as the 
Solemnity of the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ. To mark the occasion, there will be Adoration, 
followed by Benediction, the Night Rosary, and the Divine Mercy in St. Peter and Paul’s Church, 
immediately after the Brazilian Mass at 7:30pm on Saturday, 21st June. The celebration will conclude 
at approximately 10pm. 

An Spioraid Naoimh Pentecost Retreat – Growth in the Holy Spirit will take place at the Parish Centre, 
St. Peter and Paul’s Church, Portlaoise on Friday, June 27 (6:30–9:30pm) with guest Fr. David Vard, 
and Saturday, June 28 (10:00am–3:45pm) with guest Fr. John Mockler. Spiritual Director: Fr. Ruairi 
O’Domhnaill, PP St. Conleth’s, Newbridge. Full programme at www.spioraidnaoimh.com. Contact 
Michael Nerney on 086 815 7305. All are welcome. 

Graiguecullen-Killeshin Parish Novena to Our Lady of Perpetual Help continues every Monday night in 
St. Clare’s Church until June 23. Rosary at 7:10pm, Mass at 7:30pm. Petitions can be placed in the church 
boxes or emailed to gkparish@gmail.com. All are welcome. ring commercial-free prayer, catechesis, music, 
talks, and interviews. Listen anytime on Saorview Channel 210, our free app, online at radiomaria.ie, or on 
Facebook Live. Join us daily for spiritual nourishment, prayer, and uplifting programs.  



24/7 Emergency Service
Auto - Home - Commercial

086 2624270  |  085 2833064
Shop: 057 8620135

www.jacknolan.ie

KPS CLEANING
• SCHOOL CLEANING,

• GENERAL HOUSE CLEANING,

• DEEP CLEANING,

• END OF TENANCY CLEANING,

• OFFICES, SCHOOLS, SHOPS, SALONS & MORE
CONTACT US FOR ALL 

YOUR CLEANING NEEDS

087 973 7073

• Home improvements and repairs
• Flooring, tiling, carpets
• Fence maintenance and repair
• Painting inside/outside and decorating
• Repairs of toilet, faucet and shower units
• Furniture assembly and installation

GREG
THE HANDYMAN
CALL 089 956 7135

PAT LALOR TARMACADAM
CHURCH AVENUE, STRADBALLY
▪ TARMACADAM

▪ KERBING

▪ DRAINAGE

FREE QUOTATIONS | VAT REGISTERED
TEL: 083 021 1577
EMAIL: PATLALOR37@GMAIL.COM

PROFESSIONAL 
PAINTER & 
DECORATOR
• 20+ YEARS’ EXPERIENCE

• INTERIOR & EXTERIOR | RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

• HAND-PAINTED KITCHENS & BESPOKE FURNITURE

CONTACT GARY KELLY
086 071 7172

PLUMBER AVAILABLE
- All Domestic Plumbing
- Solid Fuel & Oil Servicing
- Water Softener Installation
- Full Bathroom Renovations

CONTACT ALAN 
085 114 1395

DS PROPERTY
MAINTENANCE &
GROUNDWORKS

Patios, driveways, stump removal, 

lawns,kerbing, hedging, fencing, drainage.

Call now for a competitive quote!

�� 085 775 9975
✉ dsgroundworks22@gmail.com

TV SERVICES
Repairs to TVs and 

home entertainment equipment.
Supply, fit, and repair;

Saorview, aerial, and satellite systems.

CONTACT
057 873 2998
087 363 6497
083 374 2600

BLESSING’S TREE SURGERY
Expert in all aspects 

of dangerous tree removal.
Qualified, experienced, 

fully licensed & insured arborist.

CONTACT TOM
087 363 6966

S&R SERVICES

CONTACT 087 489 6429

▪ Painting & 
Decorating 

▪ Kitchen Fitting
▪ Furniture 

Assembly
▪ Flooring

▪ Carpentry
▪ Tiling
▪ Bathrooms
▪ General 

Maintenance

ACTIVE BUILDING SERVICES
Domestic Plumbing & 

Oil-Fired Central Heating
Plumber on call for

Portlaoise & surrounding areas

CONTACT FERGUS
089 454 1868

WINDOW & DOOR REPAIRS
▪ Hinges & Handles
▪ Letterboxes
▪ Sliding Patio Door Rollers
▪ Window & Door Draught Proofing

Fully Insured
�� 083 315 3211

�� www.kukic-hms.ie

PAINTING & DECORATING
▪ Interior & Exterior
▪ Power Washing
▪ 15 Years’ Experience

Fully Insured

�� 089 445 9958
�� www.kukic-hms.ie

NEW YEAR – FRESH START
TIME TO DECLUTTER?
FREE COLLECTION OF ALL SCRAP METAL: 

WASHING MACHINES, COOKERS, 
LAWNMOWERS, ETC.

GARDEN SHEDS CLEARED, FENCES AND 
SEWER ISSUES RESOLVED.

MINI-DIGGER AND SMALL TIPPER TRUCK 
AVAILABLE FOR HIRE.

CONTACT RICHARD
085 252 9893

HANDYMAN SERVICES
Reliable, affordable help with:
▪ Gutter Cleaning
▪ Power Washing
▪ Grass Cutting
▪ Window Cleaning
▪ Interior & Exterior Painting

No job too big or small!

Professional service
at great rates.

CONTACT MICK 
085 215 1277

SOCIAL DANCING
Every Sunday Night at 

The Rock Inn, R32 EY73
Where Only the Best Bands Play

Admission: €10 | Time: 9:00pm – 11:30pm
For more info, contact Joe: 

087 231 5526

PODIATRIST
MAY COLLINS

BSc (Hons) Podiatry, MCHSI
2 Kellyville Park, Portlaoise

Tel: 086 378 5327

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY
VHI, Aviva & Laya approved.

Sunday 22nd June, Feat. Glen Flynn



CLEANER AVAILABLE

Experienced, reliable woman 
available for house cleaning.

Own transport provided.

CONTACT 087 660 8389

GARDENER AVAILABLE
Also, small construction jobs.

Portlaoise and surrounding areas 
covered.

CONTACT JIM:
087-6885017

POSITION AVAILABLE
Magic Moments, Portlaoise

seeks enthusiastic childcare professional 
for maternity cover (Sept–June). Level 6+ 

in Early Childhood Ed, ECCE & SAC 
experience, Aistear/Siolta knowledge 

required. Team player with strong 
communication skills.

Email:magicmoments78@gmail.com 
FAO Nuala

GARDENER AVAILABLE
Also, small construction jobs.

Portlaoise and surrounding areas 
covered.

CONTACT JIM:
087-6885017







Time to Think...
Follow Fr. Paddy on    @frpaddybyrne or @AbbeyleixP 

or leave a comment on his blog on the Parish website ww
w.po

rtlao
isep

arish
.ie

These weeks many cemetery masses take place in 
every parish across the country. I really like these 
occasions when family and communities unite in 
the brightest days of the year to remember loved 
ones gone before us. It is in stark contrast to the 
month of November, traditionally associated 
with devotion to the holy souls. When the 
darkness of winter mirrors the vulnerability of 
human mortality. In contrast, the summer light 
of June, resonates to the firm Christian hope, 
that Resurrection triumphs over darkness, even 
death itself. Our local cemeteries are extremely 
well kept. Scripture reminds us, it is an “Nobel 
endeavour to remember the dead” May all our 
loved ones gone before us, live in land, where it is 
always summer.

This week happens to be the brightest days of the 
year. The summer solstice, occurring around June 
21st, has been celebrated for millennia across 
various cultures, often with rituals centred on the 
sun’s peak power. In pre-Christian Europe, Slavic, 
Germanic, and Celtic tribes marked the occasion 
with bonfires, believing they would enhance the 
sun’s energy for a good harvest and ward off evil 
spirits. These celebrations were deeply tied to 
agricultural cycles, ensuring survival through 
bountiful harvests.

With the rise of Christianity, particularly during 
the Christianization of Europe, the Church 
often integrated existing pagan festivals into its 
calendar to ease conversion and maintain cultural 
continuity. The summer solstice, a significant 
pagan event, was associated with the feast of St. 
John the Baptist, celebrated on June 24th. This 
date was strategically chosen, as the Gospel of 
Luke (Luke 1:26–37, 56–57) states John was 
born six months before Jesus, whose birth is 
celebrated on December 24th. Pentecost Sunday, 
commemorating the descent of the Holy Spirit, 
often falls about two weeks before the summer 
solstice, creating a symbolic link between the 
“light” of Pentecost and the increasing daylight

The relationship between the summer solstice 

and Christianity is primarily through the feast of 
St. John the Baptist, strategically placed near the 
solstice to blend pagan and Christian traditions. 
While not a formal Christian holiday, the solstice’s 
timing offers symbolic opportunities for reflection 
on creation and light, with practices varying by 
community and individual belief. This historical 
and cultural synthesis highlights the Church’s 
adaptive approach to integrating pre-existing 
festivals into its liturgical framework.

Like the growing harvest our bodies and minds 
need to indulge in the light and hope of these 
summer days. Many take a summer break to 
rejuvenate and find rest. As schools begin summer 
holiday time wisdom reminds us “To rest in 
summer is to weather well the winter storms”

A prayer for the summer solstice ~
Great Spirit of the sun,
On this dawning of a new day
we turn our faces toward your radiance,
looking for your grace to shine upon us.
Creator of Light,
may your fire burn within us,
igniting passion,
fuelling growth,
extending warmth to all
with whom we connect this day.
On this longest day of the year
we celebrate life, abundance,
fertility, growth, fruitfulness, ripening,
colour, strength, vitality, and richness.
We also celebrate this day with the
indigenous peoples who have called
this place home long before settlers arrived.
We pray that we might be good neighbours,
good listeners, and good allies as we
pray together for reconciliation,
for justice, and for the earth
we all call home.
Let us rejoice in this longest day of light!
-Amen.

A Summer Solstice Prayer



OUR PRAYERS ARE ASKED 
FOR THOSE WHO RECENTLY DIED

MAY THEY REST IN PEACE
OUR SYMPATHIES ARE WITH 

THEIR FAMILIES

Elizabeth (Lily)
Keenan
(née Kilbride)
Marian Place,

Portlaoise, Co. Laois

Michael Killeen
Meelick, Portlaoise, 

Co. Laois

Anne Lawlor
(née Sheil)

Ballytarsna, Abbeyleix,
Laois / Offaly

In Loving Memory of 

BRENDAN O’BRIEN
Dr. Murphy Place, Portlaoise.

4th Anniversary occurred 20th June 
2025

No words can tell, no tears express,
The love, the loss, the emptiness,

You are not just a memory 
or part of the past. 

You are ours to remember 
as long as life lasts. 

Sadly missed and always remembered by your loving 
family and friends.

Rest in Peace Brendan

Acknowledgement 
In Loving Memory Of

PATRICIA LYNCH
 18 Borris Road, Portlaoise.

Died 2nd March 2025

Claire and Tom would 
like to thank all those who 
sympathized them on the 

recent death of Patricia. We 
would like to thank those 
that attended the funeral, 
sent mass cards and left 
condolences. We would 

like to thank Patricia’s close 
friends and neighbours who 
were so good to her during 

her illness and final days. We 
would like to thank those 

who offered help in so many 
ways including offers of lifts 
and kept Patricia and us in 

their prayers.

We would like to thank the staff of Kilminchy Lodge 
Nursing Home, Midlands Regional Hospital Portlaoise 
and the Oncology Unit, Tullamore. We would also like 
to acknowledge the support of the Palliative Care Team 

and nurses.

A sincere thanks to Fr Simon who accompanied Patricia 
on her final journey and celebrated her requiem Mass 
as well as John Delaney whose visits she enjoyed in the 
Nursing Home. We would also like to thank the Priests 
of the Parish, Michelle Bartley in the Parish Centre as 

well as our sister Sacristans. Thank you also to Sarah Troy 
for the beautiful music at Patricia’s funeral Mass. 

We would also like to acknowledge the professionalism 
and help of Matthew Keegan, David Goode as well as 

Brendan and Adrian Dunne, Gravediggers.

Sincere thanks also to the Maryborough Family Practice 
and the staff of Chemco Pharmacy as well as Patricia’s 

former colleagues in the Library and Laois County 
Council.

As it would be impossible to thank everyone individually, 
please accept this acknowledgement as a token of our 

sincere appreciation and gratitude.

Mass will be Offered in Knock
 for your intentions. 



In Loving Memory of
Our Dearest Mam and Grandmother

JANE McEVOY
22 Rossvale, Portlaoise  
Anniversary: 21st June

Birthday Remembrance: 28th June

Quickly and quietly came the call,
Without farewell, you left us all.
A sudden call from God on high,

You had no chance to say goodbye.
Without farewell, you fell asleep,

But memories of you we will always keep.
Always loved by Mam and Dad,

Never forgotten by your loving family.

Rest in Peace, Jane.

In Loving Memory of

MARIAN MAHER
78 Newpark, Portlaoise Died 23rd June 2005

20th Anniversary occurs at this time
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church on 

Sunday, 22nd June at 10 am
Your life was a blessing,
Your memory a treasure,

You will always be with us,
In our hearts forever.

It broke our hearts to lose you, but 
you did not go alone,

For part of us went with you, 
the day God called you home.

Sadly missed by your loving husband, 
family, and friends.

May Marian Rest in Peace.

In Loving Memory of

MARY (MAISIE) DOLLARD
32 St. John’s Square, Portlaoise

15th Anniversary occurred 20th June 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in Sts. Peter & Paul’s 

Parish Church on Saturday, 21st June at 6:30 pm
Life is a beautiful memory,

Death is a silent grief.
You sleep now in God’s Garden,
In sunshine and perfect peace.
We miss you oh so very much,
But trust that God knew best.

He let us have you for many years,
Then gently let you rest.

Always in our hearts and never forgotten
By your loving family.

Rest in Peace, Maisie.

Acknowledgement and Months Mind

PHYLLIS GRAHAM
(NÉE FLYNN)
Ballydavis, Portlaoise, Laois

Mam’s Month’s Mind Mass will 
be celebrated on June 28th 2025 
at 6.30pm in Sts. Peter and Paul’s 

Church, Portlaoise. The family of the 
late Phyllis Graham would like to 

express our sincere gratitude to all who 
supported us during our sad loss. 

Our sincere thanks to all who visited 
Mam in her final days and those who 

travelled long distances to attend 
the rosary, mass and burial. We greatly appreciate the 

mass cards, flowers and messages. 
We would also like to sincerely thank the many 

neighbours, family, and friends who helped in any 
way during Mam’s final days and over the funeral period. 
Thanks to the consultants, nurses and staff of Portlaoise 
General Hospital, the staff of Cedar Clinic Portlaoise 

especially Dr Sinéad Burke for her care and kindness to 
Mam. Thanks to the staff of Kilminchy Lodge Nursing 

Home and the Platinum Home Care Team. 
A special thanks to the Laois Palliative Team whose 
compassion and grace went above and beyond all 

expectation. Thank you to Rankins Funeral Directors 
for their care and professionalism, to Aisling Nolan 

for the lovely music and singing. 
Thanks also to Ramsbottom’s Stradbally and M&M 

Catering for their kind services. 
A special thanks to Monsignor Byrne for officiating 

the Mass celebrating Mam’s life. 
We hope everyone accepts this acknowledgement

as a token of our gratitude. 
Rest in peace Mam.

In Loving Memory of

MARGARET RYAN 
33 Newpark, Portlaoise 

11th Anniversary occurred 18th June 2025

11th Anniversary Mass will be celebrated in 
Sts. Peter & Paul’s Parish Church,

 Sunday 22nd June at 12.30pm

Just a prayer from the family who 
loved you, just a memory fond and 

true. In our hearts you will live 
forever, because we thought the world 

of you.

Sadly missed by all her loving family.

May Margaret Rest in Peace



MICHAEL (MICK) 
GING

Green Road, Portlaoise, Laois
2nd anniversary on 28th of June 2025

Mick,
The moment that you died, my heart was torn in two,
One side filled with heartache, the other died with you.

I often lie awake at night, when the world is fast asleep, and, 
Take a walk down memory lane, with tears upon my cheeks.

Remembering you is easy, I do it every day,
but missing you is heartache that never goes away.

I hold you tightly within my heart and there you will remain.
Until the joyous day arrives, that we will meet again.

Love Breda

Dad,
We’re missing you a little more
Each time we hear your name,

We’ve cried so many tears
Yet our hearts broken just the same.

We miss our times together
Things in common we could share.

But nothing fills the emptiness,
Now you’re no longer there.

We’ve so many precious memories
To last our whole life through
Each one of them reminders

Of how much we’re missing you.

Love from Yvonne, Padraig, John and Antoinette

Grandad,
It’s been the hardest thing to lose you, 

You meant so much to me
But you are in my heart Grandad, 
And that’s where you’ll always be
I know that heaven called you, 

But I wish you could have stayed
At least the memories I have of you, they will never fade.

I did not want to lose you, but you did not go alone
Because a part of me went with you 

When heaven called you home
So just remember one thing we are not apart

You’re with me in my memories and in my broken heart.

Love you forever Grandad, from, Jack, Aaron, 
Jeremy, Michael, Patrick, Sean, Owen, Alex,  

Cian, Oscar and Hannah.

In Loving Memory of 

PAT SCULLY
Cherry Hill, Ballyhyland, Portlaoise
1st Anniversary occurs 24th June 2025
Anniversary Mass will be celebrated 

in Sts. Peter & Paul’s Church on 
Saturday 28th June at 6.30pm. Sadly 
missed loved and forever remembered 

by his wife Kathleen, son Donald, 
daughter Lisa, daughter-in-law, son-
in-law, grandchildren, brothers and 
extended family. 

Rest in Peace Pat

In Loving Memory of
Our Dearest Mam & Grandmother

JANE McEVOY

22 Rossvale, Portlaoise
(21st Anniversary)

Also our Dad, whose 
Anniversary occurred in 

May.

Quickly and quietly came the call, 
Without farewell you left us all,

A sudden call from God on high, 
You had no chance to say goodbye,

Without farewell you fell asleep, 
But memories of you we’ll always keep.

 
Always love you Mam and Dad, 

Never forgotten by all your loving family.

Rest in Peace Mam and Dad

In Loving Memory of My Beautiful Daughter

SAMANTHA MOORE
2 Triogue Manor, Portlaoise. 

10th Anniversary occurred 21st June 2025.

 Although you can’t be here with me,
We are never truly apart.

Until the final breath I take,
You are living in my heart.  

Miss you every minute of every day my 
precious daughter.

Your Heartbroken Mam xxxx
Rest in Peace Samantha



MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A Special Memory
of your Loved One

MEMORIAL CARD SPECIALIST

A Special MemoryA Special MemoryA Special Memory
of your Loved One
A Special Memory

of your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved Oneof your Loved One
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In Loving Memory of

KATHLEEN 
DELANEY

&
JOHN BOSCO DELANEY

Green View, Ridge Road, Portlaoise
Kathleen’s 25th and John’s 1st anniversary 

occur at this time.
Although you can’t be here with me, we’re truly not apart,

Until my final breath, you’ll live within my heart.
Sadly missed by their loving family:

Edel, Robert, Katie, Joe, Rena, Sheila, Madeleine, 
extended family, relatives and friends.

May They Rest in Peace.

Rest in 
Peace
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TREO NUA Portlaoise Resource Centre
Cafe available to rent

in the Heart of our Vibrant Centre.
Call or email for information

 
We look forward to hearing from you

057 8686145 | manager@treonua.com







Mochua Print & Design | 057 8634050 | www.mochuaprint.ie
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CV
Global

Certified
ISO 9001:2015

Quality ManagementCE
RT

IFI

CATION - VERIFIED

CV
Global

Certified
ISO 14001:2015
Environmental
Management
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PROCUREMENT
PICK & PACK

MAIL 
MARKETING

GRAPHIC 
DESIGN

CORPORATE & 
RETAIL PRINT

BOOK
PUBLICATIONS

VEHICLE 
GRAPHICS

WIDE FORMAT 
PRINTING

MERCHANDISE &
PROMOTIONAL 
ITEMS

★ BEST PRINTING & GRAPHIC DESIGN AGENCY
    – MIDLANDS 2022
★ ECO-CONSCIOUS EXCELLENCE AWARD 2022

THE PRINTER YOU NEED TO KNOW

mochuaprint.ie
Henry Street, Newbridge, Co. Kildare, W12 TF83
 045 433569

Clonminam Business Park, Portlaoise, Co. Laois, R32 EH11
  057 8634050


